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1 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, 
1 Sam 13:1 (KJV)
…………………..
1 Saul was 30 years (Some LXX mss; MT reads was one year) old when he became king, and he reigned 42 years (Text emended; MT reads two years) over Israel. (Some LXX mss omit v.1)
1 Samuel 13:1 (HCSB)
…………………………………..
1 Saul was {thirty} years old when he became king, and he was king of Israel {forty-two} years. (The text of 1 Samuel 13:1 is problematic in all traditions. Some late Greek manuscripts state Saul was 30 years old when he became king. The ancient Jewish historian Josephus and Acts 13:21 state that Saul ruled for 40 years.)
1 Sam 13:1 (GW)
……………………….
1 Samuel 13:1

Saul reigned one year - A great deal of learned labor has been employed and lost on this verse, to reconcile it with propriety and common sense. I shall not recount the meanings put on it. I think this clause belongs to the preceding chapter, either as a part of the whole, or a chronological note added afterwards; as if the writer had said, These things (related in 1 Samuel 12:1-25) took place in the first year of Saul’s reign: and then he proceeds in the next place to tell us what took place in the second year, the two most remarkable years of Saul’s reign. In the first he is appointed, anointed, and twice confirmed, viz., at Mizpeh and at Gilgal; in the second, Israel is brought into the lowest state of degradation by the Philistines, Saul acts unconstitutionally, and is rejected from being king. These things were worthy of an especial chronological note.
And when he had reigned - This should begin the chapter, and be read thus: “And when Saul had reigned two years over Israel, he chose him three thousand,” etc. The Septuagint has left the clause out of the text entirely, and begins the chapter thus: “And Saul chose to himself three thousand men out of the men of Israel.”
Adam Clarke’s Commentary
…………………………….
Chapter 13
13:1 2 And Saul chooses for himself three thousand men of the men of Israel: and there were with Saul two thousand who were in Machmas, and in mount Baethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gabaa of Benjamin: and he sent the rest of the people every man to his tent.
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461 1 SAMUEL 13:7

12:18 18 So Samuel called to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day; and
i3t all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel.

1E2 3928 1 5am 19 Then all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the LORD your God,
X

so that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins this evil by asking for ourselves
aking.”

1 Johns 16; 1 5am

e 20 Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. You have committed all this evil, yet do
L not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.
o ) 21*“You must not turn aside, for then you would go after futile things which can not profit

Deul11 61184120 or deliver, because they are futile.

Hab 2 22“For the LORD will not abandon His people on account of His great name, because

12:22 the LORD has been pleased to make you a people for Himself.

g_e“(_ 31:6; 1 Kin 23“Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceas-
13; Ex 32:12; Num . s & 5

14:13; Josh 7:9; Ps  ing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way.

1068, Jer 14:21 24“Only 3fear the LORD and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what

29 great things He has done for you.

12:23 25“But if you still do wickedly, both you and your king will be swept away.”

Rom 1:9; 1 Cor

9:16; Col 1:9;

1Thess 3:10; 2 Tim

1:3; 1 Kin 8:36; Ps

34:11; Prov 4:11

12:24
Eccl 12:13; Deut
10:21; Is 5:12

2. God rejects Saul for disobedience
War with the Philistines
Saul was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty two years
over Israel.

2 Now Saul chose for himself 3,000 men of Israel, of which 2,000 were with Saul in
Michmash and in the hill country of Bethel, while 1,000 were with Jonathan at Gibeah
of Benjamin. But he sent away the rest of the people, each to his tent.

12:25
s 1:20; 3:11; Josh
24:20; 1 Sam 31:1-

TR 3 Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines
%2 46 145 heard of ir. Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews
1Sam10:26 ~  hear.”

13:3 4 All Israel heard the news that Saul had smitten the garrison of the Philistines, and
1Sam 105:1Sam  also that Israel had become odious to the Philistines. The people were then summoned
13:16; 14:5; Judg ;

3:27;6:34 to Saul at Gilgal.

5 Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 chariots and 6,000 horse-

13:4 » . . .
Gen34:30; Ex5:21;  men, and people like the sand which is on the seashore in abundance; and they came up

2Sam 10:6 and camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven.

13:5 6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait (for the people were hard-

S 4,05 pressed), then the people hid themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in
o pits.

!3&69 6:2 7 Also some of the Hebrews crossed the Jordan into the land of Gad and Gilead. But

AT as for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.

Num 32:33 8 Or reverence

12:22 Why did God make Israel “His people™? God did not choose
them because they deserved it (Deuteronomy 7:7-8), but in order
that they might become his channel of blessing to all people
through the Messiah (Genesis 12:1-3). Because God chose the
neople of Israel, he would never abandon them; but because they
were his special nation, he would often punish them for their
disobedience in order to bring them back to a right relationship
with him.

12:23 Is failing to pray for others a sin? Samuel’s words seem to
ndicate that it is. His actions illustrate two of God’s peaple’s re-
sponsibilities: (1) they should pray consistently for others (Ephesi-
205 6:18), and (2) they should teach others the right way to God
2 Timothy 2:2). Samuel disagreed with the Israelites’ demand for a

- «ng, but he assured them that he would continue to pray for them

and teach them. We may disagree with others, but we shouldn’t

- stop praying for them.

© 12:24 This is the second time in his farewell speech that Samuel

- =minded the people to take time to consider what great things God

wad done for them (see 12:7). Taking time for reflection allows us

% focus our attention upon God's goodness and strengthens our

- zith. Sometimes we are so progress- and future-oriented that we

fail to take time to recall all that God has already done. Remember
what God has done for you so that you may move ahead with
gratitude.

13:3-4 Jonathan attacked and destroyed the Philistine outpost, but
Saul took all the credit for it. Although this was normal in that
culture, it didn’t make his action right. Saul's growing pride started
out small—taking credit for a battle that was won by his son. Left
unchecked, his pride grew into an ugly obsession; thus it destroyed
him, tore his family apart, and threatened the well-being of the
nation. Taking credit for the accomplishments of others indicates
that pride is controlling your life. When you notice pride taking a
foothold, take immediate steps to put it in check by giving credit to
those who deserve it.

13:6 When we forget who is on our side or see only our own
resources, we tend to panic at the sight of the opposition. The
Israelites became terrified and hid when they saw the mighty Phi-
listine army. They forgot that God was on their side and that he
couldn't be defeated. As you face problems and temptations, focus
your attention on God and his resources, trusting him to help you
(Romans 8:31-37).
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the LorD and He will send thunder and rain; then you will take thought
and realize what a wicked thing you did in the sight of the LORD when
you asked for a king.”

18Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain
that day, and the people stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. 19The
people all said to Samuel, “Intercede for your servants with the LORD
your God that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins the
wickedness of asking for a king.” 20But Samuel said to the people, “Have
no fear. You have, indeed, done all those wicked things. Do not, however,
turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. 21Do
not turn away to follow worthless things, which can neither profit nor
save but are worthless. 22For the sake of His great name, the LORD will
never abandon His people, seeing that the LORD undertook to make you
His people.

23“As for me, far be it from me to sin against the LORD and refrain
from praying for you; and I will continue to instruct you in the practice
of what is good and right. 2¢Above all, you must revere the LORD and
serve Him faithfully with all your heart; and consider how grandly He
has dealt with you. 25For if you persist in your wrongdoing, both you
and your king shall be swept away.”

13 Saul was . . .2 years old when he became king, and he reigned over
Israel two years. 2Saul picked 3,000 Israelites, of whom 2,000 were with
Saul in MichmasP and in the hill country of Bethel, and 1,000 with Jon-
athan in Gibeah of Benjamin; the rest of the troops he sent back to their
homes. 3Jonathan struck down the Philistine prefect in Geba;¢ and the
Philistines heard about it. 9-Saul had the ram’s horn sounded throughout
the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear.”d

4When all Israel heard that Saul had struck down the Philistine prefect,
and that Israel had ¢incurred the wrath of¢ the Philistines, all the people
rallied to Saul at Gilgal. 5The Philistines, in turn, gathered to attack Israel:
30,000f chariots and 6,000 horsemen, and troops as numerous as the
sands of the seashore. They marched up and encamped at Michmas, cast
of Beth-aven.

6d-When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble—for the troops
were hard pressed—the people hid in caves, among thorns, among rocks,

s The number is lacking in the Heb. text; also, the precise context of the “two years” is uncertain.
The verse is lacking in the Septuagint.

> So in oldest mss.; other mss. and editions read “Michmash” throughout the chapter.

< Apparently identical with Gibeah in v. 2.

<4 Meaning of Heb. uncertain.

=< Lit. “became malodorous to.”

¢ Septuagint and other versions read “three thousand.”
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the Lord and relate to you all the righteous
acts the Lord did for you and your fathers.
8Thus when Jacob and his sons went into
Egypt and Egypt humbled them, and our
fathers cried out to the Lord and the Lord
sent Moses and Aaron, He brought your fa-
thers out of Egypt and settled them in this
place. And they forgot the Lord their God,
and He delivered them over into the hands
of Sisera, commander of Jabin king of Ha-
zor, into the hands of the Philistines, and
into the hands of the king of Moab; and
they waged war against them. 1°Then they
cried out to the Lord and said, “We have
sinned because we have forsaken the Lord.
We served the Baals and the sacred groves;
but now deliver us from the hand of our en-
emies and we ‘will serve You. !'!And the
Lord sent Jerubbaal, Barak, Jephthah, and
Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand
of your enemies on every side, and you
then dwelt in safety. 12And you saw Nahash
king of the sons of Ammon come against
vou, and you said, ‘No, none but a king
shall reign over us’; whereas the Lord your
God is your King,.

13“Now, therefore, here is the king you
have chosen, and see, the Lord has pro-
vided a king for you. “If you fear the Lord
and serve Him and obey His voice, and do
not resist the words of the Lord, then both
you and the king who reigns over you will
continue to follow the Lord. 15But if you do
not obey the voice of the Lord, but resist
the words of the Lord, then the hand of the
Lord will be against you and against your
king. '®Now, therefore, stand and see the
great thing the Lord will do before your
eves. !7Is today not the wheat harvest? I
will call to the Lord, and He will send thun-
der and rain, that you may know and see
that you have done great wickedness be-
fore the Lord in asking a king for your-
selves.” 18So Samuel called on the Lord,
and the Lord sent thunder and rain that
day; and all the people greatly feared the
Lord and Samuel.

YAnd all the people said to Samuel,
“Pray for your servants to the Lord your
God, so that we do not die; for we have
added to all our sins in asking for our-

TR TIML 3V SALTSY R SV AVM AV v MVILL all ULl
wickedness; only do not turn away from
following the Lord. Serve the Lord with all
your heart. 21And do not turn aside after
empty things which cannot profit anyone
or deliver them, for they are nothing, 22For
the Lord will not reject His people for the
sake of His mighty name, for it pleased the
Lord to accept you as His people. 23Far be
it from me to sin against the Lord in ceas
ing to pray for you; but I will serve the
Lord and show you the good and the righ(
way. Only fear the Lord and serve Him in
truth with all your heart, for you know
what great things He has done for you,
%But if you still do wickedly, you shall be
joined together in death, both you and
your king.”

< Battle with the Philistines .=

1 Saul chose for himself three thou-

sand men from the men of Israel.
Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash
and on the mountain of Bethel, and a thou-
sand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of
Benjamin. He sent the rest of the people
away, each man to his dwelling.

2And Jonathan smote Nasib the Philistine
who dwelt in the hill; and the Philistines
heard of it. Then Saul blew the trumpet
throughout all the land, saying, “The ser-
vants have rejected us!” 3All Israel heard it
said that Saul smote Nasib the Philistine.
Now Israel had been put to shame before
the Philistines, and the people cried out af-
ter Saul at Gilgal.

“Then the Philistines gathered to fight
with Israel. Thirty thousand chariots and
six thousand horsemen came up against Is-
rael, and as many troops as the sand on the
seashore. And they came up and encamped
in Michmash opposite Beth Aven south-
ward. When the men of Israel saw they
were in danger, they did not draw near. In-
stead the people hid in caves, in holes, in
rocks, in trenches, and in pits. 6They even
crossed the River Jordan to the land of Gad
and Gilead.

<= Saul’s Unlawful Offering .=

Saul was still in Gilgal, and all the people
standing with him were confused. 7Then
Saul waited, as'Samuel had said, for seven

12:6-25 Samuel’s sermon expounds on the grace and deliverance of God in the life of Israel. Though a
king in Israel was a concession from God, Samuel encourages them that the monarchy will work if both

they and the king continue in God's righteousness.
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CHAPTER 13

!/t was one year since
Saul became king, then he
reigned two more years
over Israel. 2And Saul chose
for himself three thousand
out of Israel. And two
thousand were with Saul in
Michmash, and in the hills
of Bethel. And a thousand
were with Jonathan in
Gibeah of Benjamin. And he
sent the rest of the people
each to his tent. 3And
Jonathan struck the fort of
the Philistines that was in
Geba. And the Philistines
heard. And Saul blew with
the ram’s horn throughout
all the land, saying, Let the
Hebrews hear. *And all
Israel heard, saying, Saul
has struck a fort of the
Philistines; and also Israel
has made himself stink to
the Philistines. And all the
people were called after
Saul, to Gilgal. *And the
Philistines gathered to fight
with Israel, with thirty
thousand chariots and six
thousand horsemen, and
people as the sand which /s
on the lip of the sea for
multitude. And they came
up and pitched in Mich-
mash, east of Beth-aven.
SAnd the men of Israel saw
that they were in a strait, for
the people were distressed.
And the people hid them-
selves in caves, and in
crevices, and in crags, and
in tombs, and in cisterns.
"And the Hebrews crossed
over the Jordan to the land
of Gad and Gilead. And Saul
was still in Gilgal. And all
the people followed him,
trembling.

8And he waited seven
days, according to the set
time with Samuel. But
Samuel had not come to
Gilgal; and the people were
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