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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

Dr. WEIL has stated in his Introduction to these
Legends, that he chiefly extracted them from original
Arabic records, which are still received by Moha-
medans as the inspired biographies of the ancient
patriarchs and prophets.

It must still further be added that the leading
ideas of these Mohamedan legends, i.e. their pro-
minent historical narratives, and the doctrines and
precepts which they either state expressly, or imply,
are contained in the Koran. In some instances it
gives their minutest particulars. Indeed it would
secem as if these legends formed part at least of
what the founder of the Mohamedan faith terms
“the mother of the book,” indicating that they
preceded his Koran in order of time, and embodied
the gorm of that faith which he subsequently
developed.
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This idea is suggested by the learned German
compiler, and is corroborated by the fact that the
legends were unknown to the Arabs before Mohamed
began to preach, while in the Koran he refers to
them as already familiar to his hearers.

But be this as it may, it is certain that the
fact of their leading idcas. being found in the
Koran, invests them with divine authority to the
faithful Moslem, for it is a primary article of his
creed that every thing contained in the Koran is of
Allah. - On first reading these legends it therefore
occurred to the writer that they might be a valuable
acquisition, as an epitome of Mohamedan theology and
morals. And their peculiar character, their constant
allusion to seriptural facts, with which most Bible
readers strongly identify themselves, their novel and
gorgeous and often sublime inventions, investing them
at once with the fidelity of historical detail, and
the freshness and fascination of Oriental fiction, seem
to fit them especially for popular instruction. If it
be asked what benefit may be derived from promul-
gating the tenets of a confessedly erroneous system,
it is replied that a distinction ought to be observed
between the false systems that have ceased to be
believed, and those which are still maintained as
divine truths by any portion of mankind.
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It may be questioned whether the former ought at
all to be taught, although there are reasons why even
the exploded mythology of the ancients should be
known ; but respecting the second class, to which the
religion of Mohamed belongs, there should be but
one opinion.

Our Redeemer has committed to us in part the
propagation of his holy faith, by which alone, he
declares that mankind shall attain to that holiness,
peace, and glory for which they have been created.
The exhibition, therefore, in the stewards of the
Gospel, of a false religion, in which, as in the case
before us, one hundred and twenty millions of our
immortal race are at this moment staking their all,
canuot but be important, at once to awaken within
us feclings of deep and active charity for these be-
nighted multitudes, and to furnish us with the requisite
intelligence for effectually combating their grievous
errors with the weapons of truth.

Should the public feel any interest in this work,
the translator purposes, in a future volume, to discuss
the legendary principle at some length, and to show
‘the analogy of its practical working in the Jewish,
the Mohamedan, and Roman Catholic systems of
“religion.
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INTRODUCTION,

MouAMED has been frequently reproached with
having altered and added most arbitrarily to the re-
ligious history of the Jews and Christians,— two im-
portant considerations not being sufficiently borne in
mind. In the first place, it is probable, that Mo-
hamed learned only late in life to write, or even to
read, the Arabic, and he was unquestionably ignorant
of every other spoken or written language, as is
sufficiently apparent from historical testimony: hence
he was unable to draw from the Old and New Tes-
taments for himself, and was entirely restricted to
oral instruction from Jews and Christians.

Secondly, Mohamed hiwnself declared both the
Ol and New Testament, as possessed by the Jews
and Cliristians gf his time, to have been falsified;
and, consequently, his own divine mission could be
expected to agree with those writings only in part.
But the turning-point on which the greater portion
of the Koran hinges, — the doctrine of the unity of
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God, a doctrine which he embraced with the utmost
consistency, and armed with which he appeared as a
prophet before the pagan Arabs, who were addicted
to the most diversified Polytheism — appeared to him
much obscured in the Gt;spels, and he was therefore
forced to protest against their genuincness. - .

But with regard to the writings of the Jews of the
Old Testament, which he had received from the mouth
of his Jewish contemporaries, he was induced to be-
lieve, or, at least, pretended to believe, that they too
had undergone many changes, inasmuch as Ismael,
from whom he was sprung, was ovidently treated
therein as a stepchild, or as the son of a discarded
slave, whereas Abraham’s paternal love and solicitude,
as well as the special favour of the Lord, were the
exclusive portion of Isaac and his descendants. The
predictions respecting the Messiah, too, as declared in
the writings of the Prophets, appeared to him incom-
patible with the faith in himself as the seal of the Pro-
phets. Moreover, Mohamed was probably indebted for
his religious education to a man who, abandoning the
religion of Arabia, his native country, had sought
refuge first in Judaism, and then in Christianity,
though even in the latter he does not seem to have
found perfect satisfaction. This man, a cousin of his

)
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wife Kadidja, urged forward by an irresistible desire
after the knowledge of truth, but, as his repeated
apostacies would serve to show, being of a sceptical
nature, may have discovered the errors that had crept
into all the religious systems of his time ; and having
extracted from them that which was purely Divine,
and freed it from the inventions of men, may have
propounded it to his disciple, who, deeply affected
by its repeated inculeation, at length felt within
himself & call to become the restorer of the old and
pure religion. A Judaism without the many ritual
and ceremonial laws, which, according to Mohamed’s
declaration, even Christ had been called to abolish,
or a Christianity without the Trinity, crucifixion,
and salvation connected therewith, — this was the
Creed which, in the early period of his mission,
Mohamed preached with unfeigned enthusiasm.

It would be out of place here to exhibit in detail
the rapidly changing character hoth of Mohamed and
his doctrines ; but what has been said appeared indis-
pensable by way of introduction to the legends in this
work., With the exception of a few later additions,
these legends are derived from Mohamed himself.
Their cssential fcatures are found even in the Koran,
and what is merely alluded to there is carried out and
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completed by oral traditions. Hence these legends
occupy a twofold place in Arabic literature. The
whole circle of the traditions, from Adam to Christ, .
containing as they do in the view of Mussulmans real
and undisputed matters of fact, which are connected
with the fate of all nations, forms the foundation of
the universal history of mankind ; while, on the other
hand, they are especially made use of as the biography
of the Prophets who lived before Mohamed. It is
therefore highly important to ascertain the ground
from which the source of these legends has sprung,
and to show tho transformation which they under-
went in order to serve as the fulcrum for the propa-
gation of the faith in Mohamed. ,

. Respecting the origin of these legends, it will appear
from what has been said, that, with the exception of
that of Christ, it is to be found in Jewish traditions,
where, a8 will appear by the numerous citations from
the Midrash, they are yet to be seen. Many traditions
respecting the prophets of the Old Testament are found
in the Talmud, which was then already closed, so that
there can be no doubt that Mohamed heard them from
Jews, to whom they were known, either by Scripture
or tradition. For that these legends were the common
property both of Jews and Arabs cannot be presumed,
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inasmuch as Mohamed communicated them to the
Arabs as something new, and specially revealed to
himself ; and inasmuch as the latter actually accused
him of having received instruction from foreigners.
Besides Warraka, who died soon after Mohamed’s
first appearance as a prophet, we know of two other
individuals, who were well vérsed in the Jewish
writings, and with whom he lived on intimate terms;
viz. Abd Allah Ibn Salam, a learned Jew, and Sal-
man the Persian, who had long lived among Jews and
Christians, and who, before he became a Mussulman,
was successively a Magian, Jew, and Christian. The
monk Bahira too, whom however, according to Arabic
sources, he only met once, on his journey to Bozra,
was a baptized Jew. All these legends must have
made a deep impression on a religious. disposition
like that of Mohamed, and have roused within him the
conviction that at various times, when the depravity
of (the human race required it, Gop selected some
pious individuals to restore them once more to the
path of truth and goodness. And thus it might come
to pass that, having no other object than to instruct
his contemporaries in the nature of the Deity, and to
promote their moral and spiritual improvement, he
might desire to close the line of the Prophets with
Dimnsclf.
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But these legends the more especially furthered his
object, inasmuch as in all of them the Prophets are
more or less misunderstood and persecuted by the
infidels; but, with the aid of God, are made t¢
triumph in the end. Thoy were therefore intended
by him to 'éévae as a warning to his opponents, and
to edify and comfort his adherents. But the legend
of Abraham he must have seized and appropriated

 with peculiar avidity, on account of its special use as a
weapon both against Jews and Christians, while at the
same timo it imparted a certain lustre to all the nations
of Arabia descending through Ismael from Abraham.

It is difficult to find out with precision how much
of this last legend was known in Arabia before Mo-
hamed; but it is probable that as soon as the’ Arabs
became acquainted with the Scriptures and traditions
of the Jews, they employed them in tracing down to
Mohamed theorigin both of their race and of their'tem-
ple. But that they possessed no historical information
respecting it, will appear from the fact that, notwith-
standing their genealogical skill, they confess them-
selves unable to trace Mohamed’s ancestry beyond the
twentieth generation. It is, however, quite evident
not only that the legends of Abraham and Ismael,
which related much that was favourable to'the latter,
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concerning which the Bible is silent, but that all the
others in like manner were more or less changed and
‘amplified by Mohamed, and adapted to his own pur-
poses. We are, however, inclined to ascribe these
modifications to the men by whom he was surrounded,
rather than to himself; for we consider him, at least
during the first period of his mission, as the mere tool
of certain Arabian reformers, rather than an indepen-
dent prophet, or at all events more as a dupe than a
deceiver. Yet to him unquestionably belongs the
highly poetical garb in which we find these legends,
and which was calculated to attract and captivate the
imaginative minds of the Arabs much more than the
dull Persian fables narrated by his opponents.

In the legend of Christ, it is not difficult to discover
the views of a baptized Jew. He acknowledges in
Christ the living Word, and the Spirit of Gop, in con-
tradistinction to the dead letter and the empty ceremo-
nial into which Judaism had then fallen. In the mira~
culous birth of Christ there is nothing incredible to
him, for was not Adam, too, created by the word of the
Lord? He admits all the miracles of the Gospel, for
had not the earlier prophets also worked miracles?
Even in the Ascension he finds nothing strange, for
Enoch and Elias were also translated to heaven. But

‘a
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that a true prophet should place himself and his mother
on a'level with the Most High God is repugnant to his
-views, and he therefore rejects this doctrine as the blas-
phemous invention of the priests, Tle refusesalso, in
like manmer, to believe. the Crucifixion, because it
appears to him to reflect upon the justice of Gob,
~and o conflict with the history of former prophets,
whom He had delivered out of every danger.*  No
man shall suffer for the sins of his neighbour,” says
the Koran : hence, though Christ might have fol-
lowed out his designs without the fear of death, it
scemed to him impossible that the Lord should have
permitted Christ, the innocent, to die in so shameful
a manner for the sins of other men. But he regards
a8 a Saviour every prophet who by divine revela-
tions, and an exemplary and pious life, restores man
to the way of salvation which Adam had abandoned at
his fall ; and such a saviour he believed himself to be.

Now, ‘a8 the legend of Abraham was valuable to
Mohamed, on account of the pure and simple lIesson
which it inculcated, as well as for. its connection
with the sacred things of Mecca, so he valued the

* The reader is reminded of what our Saviour says of
all the righteous blood shed upon the earth from the blood
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, the son of Bara-
chias, who perished between the temple and the altar.— E. 7'
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legend of Christ especially for its promise of the
Paraclete, which he believed or at least proclaimed
himself to be, and to which appellation the meaning
of his own name at lcast furnished him with a better
claim than some others who had arrogated it to them-
selves before him. Here again we perceive that
Mohamed was probably misinformed both by Jews
and Christians, though perhaps from no sordid mo-
tives. Some one, for instance,  as Maccavia has
already observed, may have told him that Christ had
spoken of a peryclete, — a word which. is synonymous
with Ahmed (the much-praised one). At all events,
in all the legends of the Mussulmen, Mohamed is
declared even by the oldest prophets to be the greatest
of all that were to come (although there are fewer
traces of this found in the Koran) ; and wheréver, in
the Jewish legends, Moses, Israel, and the Thora are
prominently: brought forward, there the Mussulmans
place Mohamed, the Arabs, and the - Kokan: - The
name to which they most frequently appeal as their
voucher, is Kaab Alahbar, a Jew, who :embraced
Islamism during the caliphate of Omar. As ‘trans-
lations of the Koran abound in the German lan-
guage, it cannot be difficult for the reader to sepac

rate those portions of these legends composed by
a2
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Mohamed from those which were afterwards inter-
polated, but which were ascribed to him, and de-
scended to posterity as sacred traditions

The .oral traditions respecting the ancient pro-
phets; which are put into Mohamed’s mouth, are so
numerous, and some of them so contradictory, that
no historian or biographer has been able to admit
them all. It was therefore necessary to select; and
in order to make them in some dégree complete, we
were obliged to draw from various sources, as it was
only in this way that the unity and roundness could
be obtained, in which thcy are here presented to the
reader.

Besides the Koran and the commentaries upon it,
the following MSS. have been made use of for this
little work:—

1. The book Chamls, by Husein Ibn Mohamed
Ibn Ahasur Addiarbekri (No. 279. of the Arabian
| MSS. in the library of the Duke of Gotha), which,
~ as the introduction to the biography of Mohamed,
contains many legends respecting the ancient pro-
phets, especially Adam, Abraham, and Solomon.

2. The book Dsachirat Alulum wanatidjal Alfu-
hum (storehouse of wisdom and fruits of knowledge),
by Ahmed Ibn Zein Alabidin Albekri (No. 285. of
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the above-mentioned MSS.), in which also the an-
cient legends from Adam to Christ are prefixed to
the History of Islam, and more especially the lives
of Moses and Aaron minutely narrated.

3. A collection of legends by anonymous authors.
(No. 909. of the same collection.)

4. The Legends of the Prophets (Kissat Alan-
bija), by Muhammed Ibn Ahmed Alkissai. (No.
764. of the Arabic MSS. of the Royal Library at
Paris.)
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BIBLICAL LEGENDS,

FROM THE ARABIC,
&ec. &c.

"ADAM.

(A MOHAMEDAN LEGEND.)

THE most authentic records of antiquity which have
come down to us state that Adam was created on
Friday afternoon, at the hour of Assr.*

Tho four most cxalted angels, Gabriel, Michacl,
Israfil, and Israil, were commanded to bring from
~the four corners of the earth the dust out of
which Allah formed the body of Adam, all save the
head and heart. For these He employed ex-
clusively the sacred earth of Mecca and Medina
~ from the very spots on which in later times the
holy Kaaba and the sepulchre of Mohamed werce
erected. {

* The hour of Assr is between noon and evening, and is sct
apart by the Mussulman for the performance of his third daily
prayer.

t Mohamed, the founder of Islamn, was born in 571 A.p. at
Mecen, where the Kaaba, then an ancient temple, was held in
great veneration. Iu 622 the idolaters of Mecca compelled

B



2 ADAM CREATED.

Even before it was animated, Adam’s beautiful
form excited tho admiration of the angels who were
passing by the gates of Paradise, where Allah had
laid it down. But Iblis coveted man’s noble
form, and the spiritual and lovely expression of his
countenance, and said, therefore, to his fellows, ¢ How
can this hollow picce of earth be well pleasing in
your sight? Nothing but weakness and frailty may
be expected of this creature.” When all the in-
habitants of heaven, save Iblis, had gazed on Adam
in long and silent wonder, they burst out in praises
to Allah the Creator of the first man, who was so
tall that when he stood erect upon the carth his head
reached to the seventh heaven. '

Allah then directed the angels to bathe the Soul
of Adam, which he had created a thousand years before
his body, in the sea of glory which proceedeth from
himself, and commanded her to animate his yet life-
less form. The Soul hesitated, for she was unwilling
to exchange the boundless heavens for this narrow
home; but Allah said, * Thou must animate Adam
even against thy will; and as the punishment of
thy disobedience, thou shalt one day be separated
from him also against thy will.” Allah then breathed
upon her with such violence that she rushed through
the nostrils of Adam into his head. On reaching his

him to emigrate to Medina, where he died in June, 632. Vide
Gustavus Weill. Mohamed der Prophet, sein Leben und seine
Lehre, §c. Stuttgart, 1843, 8vo.



ADAM ANIMATED WITH LIFE. 3

eyes they were opened, and he saw the throne of
Allah with the inscription, ¢ There is but one Gop,
and Mohamed is his Messenger.” The Soul then
penctratod to his cars, and he heard the angels praising
. Allah ; thereupon his own tongue was loosed, and he
cried, ““Blessed be thou, my Creator, the only One
and Eternal!” and Allah answered, “For this end
wast thou created: thou and thy descendants shall
worship me : so shall ye ever obtain grace and mercy.”
The Soul at last pervaded all the limbs of Adam ; and
when she had reached his feet she gave him the power
torise. But on rising he was obliged to shut his
eyes, for a light shone on him from the throne of
the Lord which he was unable to endure, and pointing
with one hand towards it whilst he shaded his eyes
with the other, he inquired, “ O Allah! what flames
are those ?”—< It is the light of a prophet who shall
descend from thee and appear on earth in the latter
times. By my glory, only for his sake have I
created thee and the whole world.* In heaven
his name is Ahmed t, but he shall be called Mohamed
on earth, and he shall restore mankind from vice and
falsehood to the path of virtue and truth.

All created things were then assembled before
Adam, and Allah taught him the names of all beasts,

4 The Midrash Jalkut (Frankfort on the O. 5469), says Rabbi
Juda, teaches that the world was created on account of the merits
of Isracl. R. ITosia snys it was created on account of the Thora
(the Law) ; and R. Barachia, on account of the merits of Moses.

1+ The much-praised One.

B2



4 THE FALL OF SATAN.

of birds, and of fish, the manner in which they are
sustained and propagated, and explained their peen-
liarities, and the ends of their existence. Finally, the
angels were convoked, and Allah commanded them
to bow down to Adam, as the most free and perfect
of His creatures, and as the only one that was animated
by IHis breath. Israfil was the first to obey, whence
Allah confided to him the book of fate. The other an-
gels followed his example : Iblis alone was disobedient,
saying with disdain, ¢ Shall I, who am created of
fire, worship a being formed of the dust?” He was
thercfore expelled from Heaven, and the entrance
into Paradise was forbidden him.

~ Adam breathed more freely after the removal of
Iblis, and by command of Allah, he addressed the
myriads of angels, who were standing around him, ‘in
praise of His omnipotence and the wonders of His
universe: and on this occasion he manifested to the
angels that he far surpassed them in wisdom, and
more especially in the knowledge of languages, for he
knew the name of every created thing in seventy
different tongues.*

% When the Lord intended to create man, he consulted with
the angels, and said to them, “ We will create man after our
image.” But they replied, “ What is man, that thou art
mindful of him ? What are his exccllencies?” He said, “Ilis
wisdom exceeds your own.” Hg then took all kinds of wild
beasts and birds, and when he asked the angels to give their
names, they were not able to do so. After the creation, he
brought these animals to Adam, who, on being asked their
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- After this discourse, Allah presented him, through
Gabriel, with a bunch of grapes from Paradise,
and when he had eaten them he. fell into a deep
slecep. The Lord then took a rib from Adam’s
side, and formed a woman of it, whom he called
Hava [Eve], for he said, I have taken her from
(hai) the living. She bore a perfect resemblance to
Adam: but her features were more delicate than his,
her cyes shone with a sweeter lustre, her hair was
longer, and divided into seven hundred braids: her
form was lighter, and her voice more soft and pure.
‘While Allah was endowing Eve with every female
charm, Adam was dreaming of a second human being
resembling himself. Nor was this strange, for had he
not seen all the creatures which had been presented to
him in pairs? When therefore he awoke, and found
Eve near him, he desired to embrace her; yet, al-
though her love excecded his own, she forbade
him, and said, * Allah is my lord; it is only with his
permission that I may be thine! Besides, it is not
meet that a woman should be wedded without a
marringe gift.” Adam then prayed the angel Ga-
briel to intercede for him with Allah, that he might
obtain Eve for his wife, and to inquire what marriage
gift would be demanded? The angel soon returned,
and said, “ Eve is thine, for Allah has created her

names, replied immediately, * This is an ox, this an ass, that a
borse, a camel,” &c. (Compare Geiger, Was hat Mohamed aus
dem Judenthum aufgenommen, p. 99, &c.)

B3



6 THE ENTRANCE INTO PARADISE.

only for thee | Love her as thyself, and treat her with
indulgence and kindness. The marriage gift which
he requires of thee is, that thou shouldst pray twenty
times for Mohamed, his beloved, whose body shall
one day be formed out of thy flesh and blood, but
whose soul has dwelt in Allah’s presence many
thousand years before the creation of the world.”*®

Ridwhan, the guardian of Eden, came leading
Meimun the winged horse, and a fleet she-camel.
The one he presented to Adam, the other to Eve,
The angel Gabriel assisted them in mounting, and
conducted them to Paradisc, where all the angels
and animals present saluted them with the words,
“ Hail! ye parents of Mohamed!”

“In the midst of Paradise there stood a green silken
tent, supported on golden pillars, and in the midst of
it there was a throne, on which Adam seated himself
with Eve, whereupon the curtains of the tent closed
around them of their own accord. ‘

When Adam and Eve were afterwards walking
through the garden, Gabriel came and commanded

* The idea that many things existed before the creation of
the world is purely Jewish. The Mussulmen adopted it. Some
of them maintained that the Koran had existed before the world,
which assertion excited many bloody contests among them. The
Midrash Jalkut, p. 7., snys, Scven things were in existence before
the creation of the world: the Thora, Repentance, Paradise,
Hell, the Throne of God, the name of the Messiah, and the
holy Temple. Some maintain that the throne and the Thora
really existed, while the Lord only thought of the other five
before he created the world,
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them in the name of Allah to go and bathe in one of
the four rivers of Paradise. Allah himself then said
to them, “I have appointed this garden for your
abode ; it will shelter you from cold and heat, from
hunger and thirst. Take, at your discrction, of every
thing that it contains; only one of its fruits shall be
denied you. Beware that ye transgress not this one
command, and watch against the wily rancour of Iblis!
He is your enemy, because he was overthrown on
your account ; his cunning is infinite, and he aims at
your destruction.” '

The newly-created pair attended to Allah’s words,
and lived a long time, some say five hundred years, in
Paradise without approaching the forbidden tree. But
Iblis also had listened to Allah, and resolving to lead
man into sin, wandered constantly in the outskirts of
heaven, seeking to glide unobservedly into Para-
dise. DBut its gates were shut, and guarded by the
angel Ridwhan. One day the peacock came out of
the garden. He was then the finest of the birds of
Paradise, for his plumage shone like pearl and eme-
rald, and his voicc was so melodious that he was ap-
pointed to sing the praises of Allah daily in the main
streets of heaven.

Iblis, on secing him, said to himself, ¢ Doubtless this
beautiful bird is very vain: perhaps I may be able to
induce him by flattery to bring me secretly into
the garden.”

When the peacock had gone so far from the gates

B4



8 SATAN’S ATTEMPT, -

that he could no longer be overheard by Ridwhau,
Iblis said to him, —

¢ Most wonderful and beautiful bird! art thou of
the birds of Paradise?”

«T am ; but who art thou, who seemest frightened
as if some one did pursue thee?” :

“I am one of those cherubim who are appointed
to sing without ceasing the praises of Allah, but
have glided away for an instant to visit the Paradise
which he has prepared for the faithful. Wilt thou
conceal me under thy beautiful wings?”

“ Why should I do an act which must bring the
displcasure of Allah upon me?”

«Take me with thee, charming bird, and I will
teach thee three mysterious words which shall preserve
thee from sickness, age, and death.”

- %Must then the inhabitants of Paradise die ?”

« All, without exception, who know not the three
words which I possess.”

¢ Speakest thou the truth?”

«“By Allah the Almighty!”

The peacock believed him, for he did not even
dream that any creature would swear falsely by its
maker; yet, fearing lest Ridwhan might scarch him
too closely on his return, ho steadily refused to take
Iblis along with him, but promised to send out the
serpent, who might more easily discover the means of
introducing him unobservedly into the garden.

Now the serpent was at first the queen of all beasts.
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Her head was like rubies, and her eyes like emerald.
Her skin shone like a mirror of various hues. Her
hair was soft like that of a noble virgin; and her
form resembled the stately camel; her breath was
sweet like musk and amber, and all her words were
songs of praise. She fed on saffron, and her resting-
places were on the blooming borders of the beautiful
Cantharus.* She was created a thousand years before
Adam, and destined to be the playmate of Eve.

¢ This fair and prudent being,” said the peacock to
himself, “must be even more desirous than I to
remain in eternal youth and vigour, and will un-
doubtedly dare the displeasure of Ridwhan at the
price of the three invaluable words.” He was right in
his conjecture, fornosooner had he informed theserpent
of his adventure than she exclaimed, “ Can it be so?
shall I be visited by death? shall my breath expire? my
tongue be paralysed? and my limbs become im-
potent? shall my eyes and ears be closed in night?
and this noble form of mine, shall it perish in the
dust ? — never, never!—even if Ridwhan’s wrath
should light upon me, I will hasten to the cherub,
and will lead him into Paradise, so he but teach me
the three mysterious words.”

The serpent ran forthwith out of the gate, and
Iblis repeated to her what he had said to the peacock,
confirming his words by an oath.

* One of the rivers of Paradise.
B 5
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« How can I bring thee into Paradise unobserved?”
inquired the serpent.

« T will contract myself into so small a bulk that
I shall find room in a cavity of thy teeth!”

“But how shall I answer Ridwhan if he addresses
me?” -

¢ Fear nothing; I will utter holy names that shall
render him speechless.”

The serpent then opened her mouth—Iblis flew into
it, and seating himself in the hollow part of her front
teeth, poisoned them to all eternity. When they
had passed Ridwhan, who was not able to utter a
sound, the serpent opened her mouth again, expecting
that the cherub would resume his natural shape, but Iblis
preferred to remain where he was, and to speak to
Adam from the serpent’s mouth, and in her name.
After some resistance, she consented, from fear of
Ridwhan, and from her anxiety to obtain the myste-
rious words. Arrived at Eve’s tent, Iblis heaved a
deep sigh :—the first which cnvy had forced from any
living breast.

“ Why art thou so cast down to-day, my beloved
serpent ?” inquired Eve, who had heard the sigh.

« T am anxious for the future destiny of thee and
of thy husband,” replied Iblis, imitating the voice of
the serpent. '

“Iow? do we not posscss in these gardens of
Kden all that we can desire ?”

“ True: and yet the best of the fruits of this
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garden, and the only one which can procure you
perfect felicity, is denied you.”

“ Have we not fruits in abundance, of every
taste and colour; why should we regret this one ?”

«¢ If thou knewcest why this fruit is denied you, all
the rest would afford thee no pleasure.”

¢ Knowest thou the reason?”

I do; and it is precisely this knowledge which fills
my heart with care; for while all the fruits which
are given you bring with them weakness, discase,
old age, and death, that is, the entire cessation of
life, this forbidden fruit alone bestows eternal youth
and vigour.”

¢ Thou hast never spoken of these things until
now, beloved serpent; whence derivest thou this
knowledge ?”

« An angel informed me of it whom I met under
the forbidden tree.” '

Eve answercd, “ I will go and speak with him ;”
and leaving her tent, she hurried towards the tree.

On the instant, Iblis, who knew Eve’s curiosity,
sprang out of the serpent’s mouth, and was stand-
ing under the forbidden tree, in the shape of an
angel, but with a human face, before Eve had
reached it. _

“ Who art thou, singular being,” she inquired,
¢¢ whose like I have never seen ? ”

¢ I was man, but have become an angel.”

“ By what means ?”

B G
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“ By eating of this blessed fruit, which an envious
God had forbidden me to taste on pain of death. I
long submitted to his command, until I became old
and frail; my eyes lost their lustre and grew dim,
my ears no longer heard, my teeth decayed, and I
could neither eat without pain, nor speak with distinct-
ness. My hands trembled, my feet shook, my head
hung down upon my breast, my back was bent, and
my whole appearance became at last so frightful that
all the inhabitants of Paradise fled from me. I then
longed for death, and expecting to meet it by eating
of this fruit, I stretched out my hands and took of
it, but lo! it had scarcely touched my lips, when I
became strong and beautifil as at first; and though
many thousand years have since elapsed, I am not
sensible of the slightest change either in my appear-
ance or in my energies.”

¢ Speakest thou the truth ?”

« By Allah, who created me, I do!”

Eve trusted to his oath, and plucked an ear of the
wheat-tree.

Now before Adam’s sin, wheat grew upon the
finest tree of Paradise. Its trunk was of gold, its
branches were of silver, and its leaves of emerald.
From every branch there sprung seven ears of ruby,
each ear contained five grains, and every grain was
white as snow, sweet as honey, fragrant as musk,
and as large as an ostrich’s egg. Eve ate one of
these grains, and finding it more pleasant than all
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ghe had hitherto tasted, she took a second one and
presented it to her husband.

Adam resisted long — our doctors say, a whole
hour of paradise, which means eighty years of our
timo on carth; but when he obscrved that Eve re-
mained fair and happy as before, he yielded to her
importunity at last, and eat the second grain of
wheat which she had had constantly with her, and
presented to him three times every day.

Scarcely had Adam reccived the fruit, when his
crown rose towards heaven — his rings fell from his
fingers, and his silken robe dropped from him. Eve
too stood spoiled of her ornaments and naked before
him, and they heard how all these things cried to
them with one voice, ¢ Woe unto you ! your calamity
is great, and your mourning will be long — we were
created for the obedient only — farewell until the re-
surrection!” — The throne which had been erected
for them in the tent thrust them away and cried,
¢ Rebels, depart ! ” The horse Meimun, upon which
Adam attempted to fly, would not suffer him to
mount, and said, ¢ Hast thou thus kept the covenant
of Allah?” :

All the creatures of Paradisc then turned from
them and besought Allah to remove the human pair
from that hallowed spot. Allah himself addressed
Adam in a voice of thunder, and said, ¢ Wast thou
not commanded to abstain from this fruit, and fore-
warned of the cunning of Iblis, thy foe?” Adam
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attempted to flee from these upbraidings, and Eve

would have followed him, but he was held fast by

the branches of the tree Talh, and Eve was en-

tangled in her own dishevelled hair, while a voice

from the tree exclaimed, ¢ From the wrath of Allah

there is no escape —submit to his divine decree!

Leave this paradise,” continued Allah, in tones of
wrath, ¢ both you and the creaturcs which have

seduced you to transgress: by the sweat of your

brow alone shall you earn your bread — the earth

shall henceforth be your abode, and its possessions

shall fill your hearts with envy and malice! Eve

shall be visited with all kinds of sickness, and bear

children in pain. The peacock shall be deprived of
his voice, and the serpent of her fect. The darkest

caverns of the earth shall be her dwelling-place, dust '
shall be her food, and to kill her bring sevenfold

reward. But Iblis shall depart into the eternal pains

of hell.”

Hercupon they werc hurled down from Paradise
with such precipitancy that Adam and Eve could
scarcely snatch aleaf from one of the trees wherewithto
cover themselves. Adam was flung out through the.
Gate of Repentance, teaching him that he might
return through contrition; Eve through the Gate of
Mercy; the peacock and the serpent through the
Gate of Wrath, but Iblis through that of the Curse.

Adam came down on the island Serendib, Eve on .
Djidda, the serpent fell into the Sahara, the peacock:
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into Persia, and Iblis dropped into the torrent
Aila.

When Adam touched the earth, the eagle said to
the whale, with whom he had hitherto lived on
friendly terms, and had whiled away many an hour
in pleasant converse on the shores of the Indian
Ocean : “ We must now part for ever; for the
lowest depths of the sea and the loftiest mountain-
tops will henceforth scarcely preserve us from the
cunning and malice of men.”

Adam’s distress in his solitude was 8o great that
his beard began to grow, though his face had
hitherto been smooth ; and this new appearance in-
creased his grief until he heard a voice which said to
him: ¢ The beard is the ornament of man upon
the earth, and distinguishes him from the weaker
woman.”

Adam shed such an abundance of tears that all
beasts and birds satisfied their thirst therewith; but
some of them sunk into the earth, and, as they still
contained some of the juices of his food in Paradise,
produccd the most fragrant trees and spices.

Eve also was desolate in Djidda, for she did not
sec Adam, although he was so tall that his head
touched the lowest heaven, and the songs of the
angels were distinctly audible to him. She wept
bitterly, and her tears which flowed into the ocean
wero changed into costly pearls, while those which
fell on the earth brought forth all beautiful flowers.
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Adam and Eve lamented so loudly that the east
wind carried Eve’s voice to Adam, while the west
wind bore his to Eve. She wrung her hands over
her head, which women in despair are still in the habit
of doing; while Adam laid his right hand on his
beard, which custom is still followed by men in
sorrow unto this day.

The tears flowed at last in such torrents from
Adam’s eyes, that those of his right eye started the
Euphrates, while those of his left set the Tigris in
motion.

All nature wept with him, and the birds, and
beasts, and insects, which had fled from .Adam by
reason of his sin, were now touched by his lamenta-
tions, and came back to manifest their sympathy.

First came the locusts, for they were formed out
of the earth which remained after Adam was created.
Of these there are seven thousand different kinds
of every ‘colour and size, some even as large as
an eagle. They are governed by a king, to whom
Allah reveals his will whenever he intends to chasten
a wicked people, such as, for instance, the Egyptians
were at the time of Pharaoh. = The black letters on
the back of their wings are ancient Hebrew, and
signify, ¢ There is but one only God. He over-
comes tho mighty, and the locusts are purt of Ilis
armies, which he sends against sinners.”

‘When at last the whole universe grew loud with
lamentation, and all created beings, from the smallest
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insect up to the angels who hold whole worlds
in one hand, were weeping with Adam, Allah sent
Gabriel to him with the words which were destined
to save also the prophet Jonah in the whale’s belly : —

¢ There is no God besides thee. I have sinned;
forgive me through Mohamed, thy last and greatest
prophet, whose name is engraved upon thy holy
throne.”

As soon a8 Adam had pronounced these words with
penitent heart, the portals of heaven were opened to
him -again, and Gabriel cried, ¢ Allah has accepted
thy repentance. Pray to him, and he will grant all
thy requests, and even restore thee to Paradise at the
appointed time. Adam prayed: —

« Defend me against the future artifices of Iblis
my foc!”

Allah replied : —

¢ Say continually there is no God but one, and
thou shalt wound him as with a poisoned arrow.”

¢ 'Will not the meats and drinks of the earth, and
its dwellings ensnare me ?”

¢ Drink water, eat clean animals slain in the name
of Allah, and build mosques for thy abode, so shall
Iblis have no power over thee.”

¢« But if he pursue me with evil thoughts and
dreams in the night ?”

¢ Then rise from thy couch and pray.”

¢ Oh, Allah, how shall I always distinguish be-
tween good and evil ?” :
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«“I will grant thee my guidance —two angels
shall dwell in thy heart; one to warn thee against
sin, the other to lead thee to the practice of
good.”

¢ Lord, assure me of thy pardon also for my future
sins.”

“ This thou canst only gain by works of righteous-
ness|—1I sghall punish sin but once, and reward
sevenfold the good which thou shalt do.”

At the same time the angel Michael was sent to
Eve, announcing to her also the mercy of Allah.

¢« 'With what weapons,” inquired she, ¢shall I who
am weak in heart and mind fight against sin ?”

¢ Allah has enducd theo with the fecling of shamo,
and through its power thou shalt subdue thy pas-
sions, even as man conquers his own by faith.”

“ Who shall protect me against the power of man,
who is not onmly stronger in body and mind, but
whom also the law prefers as heir and witness?”

¢ His love and compassxon towards thee, which I
have put into his heart.’

“ Will Allah grant me no other token of his
favour?”

“ Thou shalt be rewarded for all the pains of
motherhood, and the death of a woman in childbed
shall be accounted as martyrdom.”

Iblis, emboldened by the pardon of .the human
pair, ventured also to pray for a mitigation of his
sentence, and obtained its deferment until the re~
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surrection, as well as an unlimited power over sinners
who do not accept the word of Allah.

 Where shall I dwell in the mean time ?” said he.

¢ In ruins, in tombs, and all other unclean places
shunned by man!”

“ What shall be my food ?”

¢ All things slain in the name of idols.”

« How shall I quench my thirst ?”

“ With wine and intoxicating liquors 1”

“ What shall occupy my leisure hours ?”

 Music, song, love-poctry, and dancing.”

“ What is my watchword ?”

“ The curse of Allah until the day of judg-
ment.”

¢ But how shall I contend with man, to whom thou
hast granted two guardian angels, and who has re-
ceived thy revelation ?”

¢« Thy progeny shall be more numerous than his
— for every man that is born, there shall come into
the world seven evil spirits — but they shall be
powerless against the faithful.”

Allah then made a covenant with the descend-
ants of Adam. He touched Adam’s back, and lo ! the
whole human family which shall be born to the end of
time issucd forth from it, as small as ants, and ranged
themselves right and left.

At the head of the former stood Mohamed with
the prophets and the rest of the faithful, whose
radiant whitencss distinguished them from the sin-
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ners who were standing on Adam’s left, headed by
Kabil [Cain], the murderer of his brother.

Allah then acquainted the progenitor of man with
the names and destinies of each individual; and
when it came to King David the prophet’s turn, to
whom was originally assigned a lifetime of only
thirty years, Adam inquired, *How many years arc
appointed to me?”

¢ One thousand,” was the answer!*

“ I will renounce seventy if thou wilt add them
to the life of David!”

Allah consented; but aware of Adam’s forget-
fulness, directed this grant to be recorded on a
parchment, which Gabricl and Michacl signed ns
witnesses.t

Allah then cried to the assembled human family,
¢ Confess that I am the only God, and that Mo-

* Nine hundred and thirty years was the lifetime of Adam
according to Gen. v. 3.

1 The Lord showed to Adam every future generation, with
their heads, sages, and scribes. He saw that David was destined
to live only three hours, and said, “Lord and Creator of the
world, is this unalterably fixed ?” The Lord answered,—

¢« It was my original design!”

“ How many years shall I live P”

% One thousand.”

“ Are grants known in ITeaven P"

4 Certainly !”

“ I grant then seventy years of my life t.o David!”

‘What did Adam therefore do? 1le gave a written grant, set
his seal to it, and the same was done by the Lord and Metatron.
— Midrash Jalkut, p.12.
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hamed is my messenger.” The hosts to the right
made their confession immediately; but those to the
left hesitated, some repeating but one half of Allah’s
words, and others remaining entircly silent. And
Allah continued : —¢ The disobedient and impenitent
shall suffer the pains of ecternal fire, but the faithful
shall be blessed in Paradise !”

“So be it!” responded Adam; who shall call
every man by name in the day of the rcsurrection,
and pronounce his sentence according as the balance
of justice shall decide.

When the covenant was concluded, Allah once
more touched Adam’s back, and the whole human
race returned to him.

And when Allah was now about to withdraw his
presence for the whole of this life from Adam, the
latter uttered so loud a cry, that the whole earth
shook to its foundations : the All-merciful thereupon
extended his clemency, and said— ¢ Follow yonder
cloud, it shall lead thee to the place which lies di-
rectly opposite my heavenly throne; build me a
temple there, and when thou walkest around it, I
shall be as ncar to thee as to the angels which en-
compass my throne!” "

Adam, who still retained his original stature, in a
few hours made the journey from India to Mecca,
where the cloud which had conducted him stood still.
On Mount Arafa near Mecca, he found to his great
joy Eve his wife, whence also this mountain (from
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Arafa, to know, to recognise,) derives its name. They
immediately began to build a temple with four gatcs,
and they called the first gate, the gate of Adam;
the second, the gate of Abraham; the third, the gate
of Ismael; and the fourth, the gate of Mohamed.
The plan of the building they had received from the
angel Gabricl, who had at the same time brought
them a large diamond of exquisite brightness, which
~ was afterwards sullied by the sins of men, and at last
became entirely black.

This black stone, the most sacred treasure of the
blessed Kaaba, was originally the angel who guarded
the forbidden trec, and was charged to warn Adam
if he should approach it, but having necglected his
trust, he was changed into a jewel, and at the day of
judgment he shall resume his pristine form and
return to the holy angels.

Gabriel then instructed Adam in all the ceremonies
of pilgrimage, precisely as they werc instituted by
Mohamed at a later period; nor was he permitted
to behold Eve his wife until the evening of Thursday,
when the holy days were ended.

On the following morning Adam returned with
his wife to India, and abode there during the re-
mainder of his life. DBut he went every yecar on a
pilgrimage to Mecca, until he at last lost his original
size, retaining a height of only sixty yards. This
diminution of his stature, according to the tradition of
the learned, was caused by the excessive terror and
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grief which he experienced in consequence of the
murder of Abel.

For Eve had born him two sons, whom he named
Kabil and Habil [Cain and Abel], and several
daughters, whom he gave in marriage to their
brothers. The fairest of them he intended for Abel,
but Cain was displeased, and desired to obtain her,
though he had a wife already. Adam referred the
decision to Allah, and said to his sons, * Let each
of you offer a sacrifice, and he to whom Allah
vouchsafes a sign of acceptance shall marry her.”
Abel offered a fatted ram, and fire came down from
heaven and consumed it; but Cain brought some
fruits, which remained untouched upon the altar.
He was thereupon filled with envy and hatred towards
his brother, but knew not how he might destroy his
life.*

Onec day Iblis placed himself in Cain’s way, as he
walked with Abel in the ficld, and seizing a stone
shattered therewith the head of an approaching
wolf; Cain followed his example, and with a large

* Cain and Abel divided the world between them, the one
teking possession of the movable, and the other of the im-
movable property. Cain said to his brother, “ The earth on
which thou standest is mine, then betake thyself to the air ;" but
Abel replied, “ The garments which thou wearest are mine, take
them off 1" There arose a conflict between them, which ended
in Abel's death. R. Huna teaches, They contended for a twin
sister of Abcl’s: the latter claimed her because she was born with
him ; but Cain pleaded his right of primogeniture. — Midrash,
p-11.



24 DEATH OF ABEL.

stone struck his brother’s forehead till he fell lifcless
to the ground, Iblis then assumed the shape of a
raven, and having killed another raven, dug a hole
in the earth with his bill, and laying the dead one
into it, covered it with the earth which he had dug
up. Cain did the same with his brother*, so that
Adam was long in ignorance of the fate of his son,
and shrunk together through care and sorrow. It
was not until he had fully learned what had befallen
Abel, that he resigned himself to the will of Allah,
and was comforted.

Now the discovery of Abel’s corpse took place in this
wise : — Since his expulsion from Eden, Adam had
lived on wild herbs, fruits, and meat, when at Allal’s
command the angel Gabriel brought him the re-
maining grains of wheat which Eve had plucked, a
yoke of oxen, the various implements of husbandry,
and instructed him in ploughing, sowing and reaping.

. * The dog which had watched Abel’s flocks, guarded also his
corpse, protecting it against the beasts and birds of prey. Adam
and Eve sat beside it, and wept, not knowing what to do.
But a raven, whose friend had died, said, “I will go and teach
Adam what he must do with his son.” It dug a grave and
laid the dead raven in it. When Adam saw this he said to Eve,
“ Let us do the same with our child.” The Lord rewarded the
raven, and no onc is allowed thercfore to harm their young; they
bave food in abundance, and their cry for rain is always
heard. " R. Johanan teaches, Cain was not aware of the Lord’s
knowledge of hidden things; he therefore buried Abel, and re-
plied to the Lord’s inquiry, “ Where is Abel, thy brother?”
« Am I my brother's keeper ?” — Midrash, p. 11.



BREAD, THE CUIEF FOOD OF MAN. 25

While he was one day working in the field, his
plough suddenly stopped, nor were all the exertions
of his cattle able to move it. Adam struck the oxen,
and the cldest of them said to him:

“ Why dost thou strike me? did Allah strike thee
when thou wast disobedient ?”

Adam prayed. ¢ O Allah! after thou hast for-
given my &in, shall every beast of the field be per-
mitted to reprove me? ”

Allah heard him, and from that moment the brute
creation lost the power of spcech. Meanwhile, as the
plough still remained immovable, Adam opened the
ground, and found the still distinguishable remains of
his son Abel.

At the time of harvest, Gabriel came again and
instructed Eve in making bread.  Adam then built an
oven, and Gabricl brought fire from hell, but first
washed it scventy times in the sea, otherwise it would
have consumed the earth with all that it contained.
When the bread was baked, he said to Adam:

¢ This shall be thy and thy children’s chief nou-
rishment.”

Although Adam had shed so many tears over
the labour of the plough, that they served instead of
rain to moisten and to fructify the seed, yet were
his descendants doomed to still greater toil by reason
of their iniquities. Even in the days of (Enoch)
Idris, the grain of wheat was no larger than a goose’s
egg: in those of Elias it shrunk to the size of a

: C
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hen’s egg: when the Jews attempted to kill Christ,
it became like a pigeon’s egg ; and, finally, under
Uzier’s (Esdras’s) rule it took its present bulk.

When Adam and Eve were fully instructed in
agriculture and cookery, the angel Gabriel brought
a lamb, and taught Adam to kill it in the name of
Allah, to shear its wool, to strip its hide, and to
tan it. Eve spun and wove under the angel's
direction, making a veil for herself, and a garment
for Adam, and both Adam and Eve imparted the in-
formation which they had received from Gabriel to
their grandchildren and great-grandchildren, in
number forty, or according to others, seventy,
thousand.

After the death of Abel and Cain, the latter of
whom ‘was slain by the blood-avenging angel, Eve
gave birth to a third son, whom she called Sheth;
he became the father of many sons and daughters,
and is the ancestor of all prophets.

The 930th year of Adam’s life came at last to its
close ; and the Angel of Death appeared to him in the
shape of an unsightly he-goat, and demanded his soul :
‘while the earth opened under his feet, and demanded
his body. Adam trembled with fear, and said to the
Angel of Death, ¢ Allah has promised me a lifetime
of & thousand years: thou hast come too soon.” ¢ Hast
thou not granted seventy years of thy life to David ?”
replied the Angel. Adam denied it, for he had indeed
forgotten the circumstance; but the Angel of Death
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drew forth from his beard the parchment in which the
grant was written, and spread it out before Adam,
who, on seeing it, willingly gave up his soul.

His son Sheth washed and buried him, after that
Gabriel, or, according to others, Allah himself, had
pronounced a blessing. The same was done with
Eve, who died in the following year.

In regard to the places of their burial, the learned
differ. Some have named India; other traditions fix
on Mount Kubeis, and even on Jerusalem. Allah
alone is omniscient.

c?2



IDRIS, or ENOCIL

Ipris, or Enoch, was the son of Jarid, the son of
Mahlalel, but was called Idris, from darasa (to study),
for he was constantly occupied with the study of the
holy books, both those which Allah had revealed
to Adam, and those which Gabriel brought to
him from heaven. He was so virtuous and pious,
that Allah anointed him to be his prophet, and
sent him as a preacher to the descendants of Cain,
who only cmployed in deeds of sin the gigantic
frames and surpassing strength with which Allah had
endowed them. Enoch exhorted them unceasingly
to purity of conduct, and was often compelled to
draw his sword in defence of his life. He ivas the
first who fought for Allah, the first who invented
the balance to prevent deception in traffic, and the
first also to sew garments, and to write with the
Kalam. Idris longed ardently for paradise, still
he was not desirous of death, for he was anxious
to do good on the carth; and but for his preaching
and his sword *, the sons of Cain would have flooded
the carth with iniquity. Allah sent him the
Angel of Death in the form of a beautiful virgin, in
order to see whether he would approve himself

* See the E. Translator's Preface.
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worthy of the peculiar favour which no man before
him had ever received.

¢ Come with me,” said the disguised angel to
Idris; “and thou shalt do an acceptable work to
Allah. My younger sister has been carried off by
an ungodly descendant of Cain, who has confined
her in the furthest regions of the West! Gird
on thy sword and help me to deliver her.”

Enoch girt on his sword, and took up his bow and
the club, with which he had laid low at a single stroke
whole ranks of the enemy, and followed the virgin
from morn till eve, through desolate and arid dcserts,
but he said not a word and looked not upon her. At
nightfall she erected a tent, but Idris laid himsclf
down, at its entrance to sleep on the stony ground.
On her inviting him to share her tent with her, he
answered, ¢If thou hast any thing to cat, give it to
me.” She pointed to a sheep which was. roving
through the desert without a keeper, but he said,
I prefer hunger to theft; the sheep belongs to
another.”

Next day they continued their journey as before,
Idvis still following the virgin and uttering no com-
plaint, though he was nearly overcome with hunger
and thirst. Towards evening they found a bottle of
water on the ground. The virgin took it up, and
opening it would have forced Enoch to drink, but
he refused, and said, * Some luckless traveller has
lost it, and will return to scek for it.”

c3
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During the night, Idris having once more baffled
all the wiles of the virgin, who had again endeavoured
to- draw him into her tent, Allah caused a spring of
clear fresh water to gush forth at his feet, and a
datc tree to rise up laden with the choicest fruit.
Idris invited the virgin to eat and to drink, and con-
cealed himself behind the trce, waiting her return
to the tent ; but when after a long interval she came
not, he stepped to the door and said, “ Who art thou,
singular maiden? These two days thou hast been
without nourishment, and art even now unwilling to
break thy fast, though Allah himself has miraculously
supplied us with meat and drink, and yet thou art
fresh and blooming, like the dewy rose in spring, and
thy form is full and rounded like the moon in her
fifteenth night.” :

«T am the Angel of Death,” she replied, “sent by
Allah to prove thee. Thou hast conquered; ask now,
and he will assuredly fulfil all thy wishes.”

« If thou art the Angel of Death, take my soul.”

% Death is bitter: wherefore desirest thou to die?”
- “T will pray to Allah to animate me once more,
that after the terrors of the grave, I may serve him
with greater zeal!”

«« Wilt thou then die twice? thy time has not yet
come — but pray thou to Allah, and I shall exccute
His will.”

Enoch prayed:

« Lord, permit the Angel of Death to let me
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taste death, but recall me soon to life! Art thounot
almighty and merciful ?”

The Angel of Death was commanded to take
tho soul of Idris, but at the same moment to restore
it to him. On his return to life, Idris requested the
angel to show him Hell, that he might be in a position
to describe it to sinners with all its terrors. The
angel led him to Malik, its keeper, who seized him and
was on the eve of flinging him into the abyss, when a
voice from heaven cxclaimed,

¢ Malik, beware! harm not my prophet Idris, but
show him the terrors of thy kingdom.”

He then placed him on the wall which separates
hell from the place appointed as the abode of those
who have merited neither hell nor heaven. Thence
he saw cvery varicty of scorpions and other venom-
ous reptiles, and vast flames of fire, monstrous cal-
drons of boiling water, trees with prickly-fruits, rivers
of blood and putrefaction, red-hot chains, garments;
of pitch, and so many other objects prepared for
the torture of sinners, that he besought Malik to
gpare him their further inspection, and to consign him
once more to the Angel of Death,

Idris now prayed the latter to show him Paradise
also. The Angel conducted him to the gate before
which Ridhwan kept his watch. But the guardian
would not suffer bim to enter: then Allah com-
‘manded the tree Tuba, which is planted in the midst
of the garden, and is known to be, after Sirdrat

c4
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Almuntaha, the most beautiful and tallest trec of
Paradise, to bend its branches over the wall. Idris
seized hold of them and was drawn in unobserved
by Ridhwan. The Angel of Death attempted to
prevent it, but Allah said, “Wilt thou slay him
twice? ¥ Thus it came to pass that Idris was taken
alive into Paradise, and was permitted by the most
gracious One to remain there in spite of the Angel
of Death-and of Ridhwan.* :

# In the Bible it is said the Lord teok Eneoch; but the.
Midrash adds, nine human beings entered Paradise alive:.
Enoch, Messiah, Elias, Eliezer the servant of Abraham, the
servant of the King of Kush, Chiram the King of Tyre, Jaabez,
the son of the Prince and Rabbi Judas, Scrach the daughter of”
Asher, and Bitja the daughter of Pharaoh.
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NOAH, HUD, anp SALIIL

AFTER the translation of Idris, the depravity of men
waxed so mightily, that Allah determined to destroy
them by a flood. But the prophet Noah, who had
in vain attempted to restore his followers to the path
of virtue, was saved: for Allah commanded him to
build an ark for himself and family, and to enter it
as soon as his wife should see the scalding waters
streaming from the oven.* This was the beginning
of the flood ; for it was followed by incessant rains from
heaven (as from well-filled leathern bottles into which a
gharp instrument has been plunged), which mingling
with the subterraneous waters that issued forthfromall
the veins of the earth, produced an inundation which
none save the giant Audj the son of Anak survived.{
" The ark floated during forty days from one end of
the earth to the other, passing over the highest
mountains; but when it came to Mount Abu Ku-

* The generation of the flood was chastised with scalding
water.— Midrash, p.14.

1 Beside Noah, Og the King of Bashan was saved, for he
seized hold on one of the beams of the Ark, and swore to Noah
that he and his posterity would serve him as bondmen. Noah
made an opening through the wall of the Ark, and gave Og
some food daily, for it is written, “ Only Og the King of Bashan
survived of all the giants.” — Midrash, p. 14.

cd
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beis, on whose peak Allah had concealed the black
diamond of the Kaaba, that it might scrve in the
second building of this blessed temple, it rode seven
times round the sacred spot. At the lapse of six
months the ark rested on Mount Djudi in Mesopo-
tamia, and Noah left it as soon. as the dove which
he had sent to cxamine the state of the earth re-
turned with an olive leaf in its mouth. Noah
blessed the dove, and Allah gave her a necklace of
green feathers; but the raven which Noah had sent
out before the dove, he cursed, because, instead of
returning to him, it stayed to feast on a carcass
which. it found on the earth *, wherefore the raven is
no longer able to walk like other birds.

But spite of the calamities of the flood, which
Allah intended to serve for ever as a warning
against sin, Iblis soon succeeded in banishing
virtue and goodness from the human family as be-
fore. Even Noal’s sons, Cham and Japhet, forgot
the reverence that was due to their father, and left
him uncovered when one day they found him asleep.
Cham even derided him, and became on this account
the father of all the black races of mankind. Japhet’s
descendants remained white, indeed, but it was writ-
ten that none of them should attain to the dignity

_* The Midrash, p. 15., relates the same, and draws from it
the conclusion that ne one should seek to accomplish his ends
by (unclean) unlawful means; the raven being unclean (un-
lawful), but the dove being clean.



THE ENCIIANTED CITY. 35

of a prophet. Sham (Shem) is the sole ancestor of
the prophets, among whom Hud and Salib, who
lived immediately after the flood, attained to bhigh dis-
tinction.* IHud was scnt to the nation of giants
which dwelt in Edom, a province of the Southern
Arabia, then governed by King Shaddad, the son
of Aad. When the prophet exhorted this king to
the faith and fear of Allah, he inquired, *“What shall be
the reward of my obedience?” ¢ My Lord,” replied
the prophet, “will give thee in the life to come
gardens of eternal verdure, and palaces of gold and
jewels.” But the king answered, * I stand not in
need of thy promises, for I can even in this world
build me gardens and pleasure-houses of gold and
costly pearls and jewels.” He then built Irem, and
called it the City of Columns, for each of its palaces
rested on a thousand columns of rubies and emeralds,
and each column was a hundred cubits high. He
next constructed canals, and planted gardens teeming
with the finest fruit trees and the fairest flowers.
When all was completed with prodigal magni-
ficence, Shaddad said, “I am now in actual possession
of all that Iud has promised me for the life to come.”
But when he would have made his entrance into the
city, Allah concealed it from him and his followers,

* IIud is probably the Eber of the Scriptures, whom the
Rabbis cstcem as a prophet, and the founder of a celebrated
school of divinity.

co6
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nor has it since been seen by man, save once in the
reign of Maccavia.

The king and his people then wandered through
the wilderness in rain and tempest, and at last
sought shelter in caves. DBut Allah caused them to
fall in, and only Hud escaped.

The destruction of this tribe induced their kins-
men, the Thamudites, who numbered seventy thou-
sand warriors, to choose the regions between Syria
and Hedjaz as their abode, for they also feared to
be destroyed, and hoped to secure themselves against
the wrath of Allah, by building their houses in the
rocks. Djundu Eben Omer, the king of the Tha-
mudites, built him a palace there, whose splendour
had never been equalled on the earth, and the high-
priest Kanuch erected a similar one for himself. But
their most costly and most perfect building was the
temple. In it there stood an idol of the finest gold,
and adorned with precious stones: it had a human
face, a lion’s figure, a bull’s neck, and a horse’s fect.
One day, when Kanuch after his prayers had fallen
asleep in the temple, he heard a voice which said,
¢ Truth shall appear, and delusion shall vanish.” He
eprang to his feet in terror, and rushed towards the
idol, but lo! it was lying on the ground, and beside it
Iy the crown which had fallen from its head. Kanuch
cried for help; the king and his viziers hastened to
the spot, ‘restored the idol to its place, and replaced
the crown on its head. But the occurrence made a
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deep impression on the high-priest’s mind. His faith
in the idol failed, and his zeal to serve it cooled.
The king soon discovered the change that had passed
within him, and onc day sent both his viziers to
apprehend and to examine him.  But scarcely had his
messengers left the royal palace, when they were
struck blind, and were unable to find Kanuch’s.
dwelling. Meanwhile, Allah sent two angels who
carried the high-priest to a.distant valley unknown
to his tribe, where a shady grotto, supplied with
every convenience of life, was prepared for him.
Here he lived peaceably in the service of the one
God, and secure against the persecutions of Djundu,
who in vain sent out messengers in every direction
to discover him. The king gave up, at length, all
hope of his capture, and appointed his own cousin,
Davud, as high-priest in Kanuch’s stead. But on
the third day after his inauguration, Davud came to
the king in haste, and reported that the idol had
again fallen from its place. The king once more
restored it, and Iblis cried from the idol, *“Be stead-
fast in my worship, and resist all the temptations
into which somc innovators would lead you.” On
the following feast-day, when Davud was about to
offer two fat bulls to the idol, they said to him, with
o human voice, *“ Why will you offer us, whom Allah
has endued with life, as a sacrifice to a dead mass
of gold which your ‘own hands have dug from the
carth, though Allah has created it? Destroy, O
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Allah, so sinful a people!” At these words the
bulls fled, nor were the swiftest riders of the king
able to overtake them. Yet it pleascd Allah, in his
wisdom and long-suffering, to spare the Thamudites
still longer, and to send to them a prophet who
should labour by many wonders to convince them of
the- truth.

Ragwha, the wife of Kanuch, had not ceased
to mourn since the flight of her husband; yet
in the third year, Allah sent to her a bird from
Paradise, to conduct her to his grotto. This
bird was a raven, but its head was as white as
snow, its back was of emerald, its feet were of crimson,
its beak was like the clearest sunbeam, and its cyes
shone like diamonds, only its breast was black, for
the curse -of Noah, which made all ravens entirely
black, had not fallen on this sacred bird. It was the
hour of midnight when it stepped into Ragwha'’s dark
chamber, where she lay weeping on a carpet, but the
glance of its eyes lit up the chamber as if the sun
had suddenly risen therein. She rose from her couch
and gazed with- wonder on the beautiful bird, which
opened its mouth and said, ¢ Rise and follow me, for
Allah has pitied thy tears, and will unite thee to thy
husband.” She rose and followed the raven, which
flew before her, changing the night into day by the
light of its eyes, and the morning star had not yet
risen when she arrived at the grotto. The raven
now cried, “ Kanuch, arise, and admit thy wife,”
and then vanished.



SALILIL, 39

Within a year after their reunion, she gave
birth to a son who was the very image of Seth,
and the light of prophecy shone on his brow. His
father called him Salih (the pious), for he trusted
to Lring him up in the faith of the one only God, and
in piety of life; but soen after Salih’s birth Kanuch
died, and the raven from Paradise came again to the
grotto to take back Ragwha and her son to the
city of Djundu, where Salih grew rapidly in mind
and body, to the admiration of his mother, and
of all who came to visit them; and at the age of
eighteen he was the most powerful and handsome
as well as the most gifted youth of his time.

It then came to pass that the descendants
of Ham undertook an expedition against the
Thamudites, and were to all appearance on the
point of destroying them. Their best warriors
had already fallen, and the rest were preparing
for flight, when Salih suddenly appeared on the
battle-field, at the head of a few of his friends, and by
his personal valour and excellent manceuvres wrested
the victory from the enemy, and routed them "com-
pletely. This achievement secured to him the love
and gratitude of the more virtuous part of his tribe,
but the king envied him from this day, and sought
after his life. Yet as often as the assassins came to
Salih’s dwelling to slay him by the king’s command,
their hands were paralysed, and were only restored by
Salil’s intercession with Allah. In this wise, the
believers in Salih and his invisible God gradually in-
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creased, so that there was soon formed a community
of forty men who built a mosque, in which they wor-
shipped in common.

One day the king surrounded the mosque with his
soldiers, and threatened Salih and his adherents with
death unless Allah should save them by a special
miracle. Salih prayed, and the leaves of the date-
treo that grew before the mosque were - instantly
changed to scorpions and adders, which fell upon
the king and his men, while two doves which dwelt
on the roof of the mosque, exclaimed, ¢ Believe in
Salih, for he is the prophet and messenger of Allah.”
To this twofold wonder a second and third one were
added, for at Salib’s prayer the tree resumed its
former shape, and some of the Thamudites who
had been’killed by the serpents returned to life again.

But the king continued in unbelief, for Iblis spoke
from the mouth of the idol, calling Salih a magician
and a demon.

The tribe was then visited by famine, but this also
failed to convert them. When Salih beheld the
stubbornness of the Thamudites he prayed to Allah
to destroy so sinful a people.

But he too, like his father, was carned by an
angel to a subterrancous cave in sleep, and slept there
twenty years. On waking he was about to go
into the mosque to perform his morning devotions,
forheimagined that hehad sleptonly onenight; but the
mosque lay in ruins; he then went to see his friends
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and followers, but some of them were dead;
others, in the idea that he had abandoned them
or been secretly slain, had gone to other countries, or
returned to idolatry. Salih knew not what to do.
Then appeared to him the angel Gabriel, and said,
“ Because thou hast hastily condemned thy people,
Allah has taken from thee twenty years of thy life;
and thou hast passed them sleeping in the cave.* But
rise and preach again.  Allah sends thee here Adam’s
shirt, Abel’s sandals, the tunic of Sheth, the scal of
Idris, the sword of Noah, and the staff of Hud, with
all of which thou shalt perform many wonders to
confirm thy words.” On the following day the king
and priests and heads of the people, attended by many
citizens, went in procession to a neighbouring chapel,
in which an idol, similar to that of the temple, was
worshipped.  Salih stepped between the king and
the door of the chapel ; and when the king asked him

* The idea of a prophet’s intercession with God is of’
Scriptural origin. Abraham and Moses interceded with God,
the one for Sodom, the other for his people ; and according to
the Ilebrew legend, the Jews, on hearing Isainh denouncing the
judgments of God, threatened to put him to death, because he had
not sought to turn away Ilis wrath, as Moses had done under
similar circumstances. Our Saviour’s parable of the gardener,
who begged another year's respite for the unfruitful tree, is on
the same principle. So is also Christ’s reproof to his disciples,
when they would have called down fire from Ileaven. The
punishment of Salib, therefore, however prettily introduced,
must, like every other truth of the Koran, be referred to the
knowledge which the Moslem had of the Scriptures.— L. T
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who he was, for Salil’s appearance had so changed
during the twenty years which he had spent in the
cavern that the king did not recognise him, he an-
swered, “I am Salih, the messenger of the one only
God, who, twenty years ago, preached to thee, and
showed thee many clear proofs of the truth of my
mission. But since thou, as I perceive, still persistest
in idolatry, I once more appear before thee in the name
of the Lord, and by his permission offer to perform
before thine eyes any miracle thou mayest desire in
testimony of my prophetic calling.”

The king took counsel with Shihab his brother,
and Davud his high-priest, who stood near him.
Then said the latter, “If he be the messenger of
Allah, let a camel come forth from this rocky moun-
tain, one hundred cubits high, with all imaginable
colours united on its back, with eyes flaming like
lightning, with a voice like thunder, and with feet
swifter than the wind.,” When Salih declared his
readiness to produce such a camel, Davud added,
“Its fore-legs must be of gold, and its hind-legs of
gilver, its head of emerald and its ears of rubies, and
its back must bear a silken tent, supported on four
diamond pillars inlaid with gold.” Salih was not
deterred by all these additional requirements: and the
king added, ¢ Iear, O Salih! if thou be the prophet of
Allah, let this mountain be cleft open, and a camecl
step forth with skin, hair, flesh, blood, bones, muscles,
and veins, like other camels, only much larger, and



GREEDY SCEPTICS. 43

let it immediately give birth toa young camel, which
shall follow it every where as a child follows its
mother, and when scarcely produced exclaim, ¢There is
but one Allah, and Salih is his messenger and pro-
phet.’” : :
“ And will you turn to Allah if I pray to him, and
if be perform such a miracle before your eyes?”
 Assuredly!” replied Davud. < Yet must this
camel yield its milk spontaneously, and the milk must
be cold in summer, and warm in winter.”

¢ Arc these all your conditions ?” asked Salih.

¢« Still further,” continued Shihab; ¢ the milk
must heal all diseases, and enrich all the poor; and
the camel must go alone to every house, calling the
inmates by name, and filling all their empty vessels
with its milk.”

“ Thy will be donel” replied Salih. ¢ Yet I
must also stipulate that no one shall harm the camel,
or drive it from its pasture, or ride on it, or use it
for any labour.”

On their swearing to him to treat the camel as a
holy thing, Salih prayed: ¢ O! God, who hast cre-
ated Adam out of the carth, and formed Eve from a
rib, and to whom the hardest things are easy, let
these rocks bring forth a camecl, such as their king
has described, for the conversion of the Thamudites.”

Scarcely had Salih concluded his prayer, when
the carth opened at his feet, and there gushed forth
o fountain of fresh water fragrant with musk: the
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tent which had been crected for Adam in Paradise
descended from heaven, and thercupon the rocky
wall which supported the eastern side of the
temple groaned like a woman .in travail; a flight of
birds descended, and filling their beaks with the
water of the fountain, sprinkled it over the rock, and
lo! there was seen the head of the camel,. which
was gradually followed by the rest of its body ; when
it stood upon the earth, it was exactly as it had been -
described by the king, and it cried out immediately :
¢ There is no God but Allah, Salih is his messenger
and prophet.” The angel Gabriel then came down
and touched the camel with his flaming sword, and it
gave birth to a young camel which resembled it
entirely, and repeated the -confession that had
been required. The camel then went to the dwell-
ings of the people, calling them by name, and filling
cvery empty vessel with its milk. On its way all
animals bowed before it, and all the trecs bent their
branches to it in reverence.

The king could no longer shut his heart to such
proofs of God’s almightiness and Salih’s mission: he
fell on the prophet’s neck, kissed him and said, I
confess there is but one God, and that thou art his
messenger!” .

- But the brother of the king, as well as Davud and all
the priesthood, called it only sorcery and delusion, and
invented all kinds of calumnies and falsehoods, toretain
the people in unbelief and idolatry. Meanwhile, since
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the camel, by constantly yielding its milk and praising
Allah as often as it went down to the water, made
daily new converts, the chiefs of the infidels resolved
tokill it. But when manydays had passed before they
ventured to approach it, Shilab issued a proclamation,
that whosoever should kill the mountain camel, should
‘have his daughter Rajan to wife. Kadbar, a young
man who had long loved this maiden, distinguished as
she was for graccé and beauty, but without daring
to woo her, being only a man of the people, armed
himself with a huge sword, and attended by Davud
and some other priests, fell upon the camel from
behind while it was descending to the waters, and
wounded it in its hoof.

At that moment all nature uttered a frightful
ghrick of woe. The little camel ran moaning to the
highest pinnacle of the mountain and cried, “ May
the curse of Allah light upon thee, thou sinful people 1”
Salih and the king, who had not quitted him since
his conversion, went into the city, demanding the
punishment of Kadbar and his accomplices. But
Shihab, who had in the meantime usurped the throne,
threatened them with instant death. Salih, flying,
had only time to say that Allah would wait their
repentance only three days longer, and on the expir-
ation of the third day would annihilate them like
their brethren the Aaadites.  His threat was fulfilled,
for they were irreclaimable. Alrcady on the next
day the people grew as yellow as the scared leaves of
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sutumn ; and wherever the wounded camel trod there
issued fountains of blood from the earth. On the
second day their faces became red as blood ; but on
the third, they turned black as coal, and on the
same day, towards nightfall, they saw the camel
hovering in the air on crimson wings, whereupon
some of the angels hurled down whole mountains of
fire, while others opened the subterraneous vaults of
fire which are connected with hell, so that the earth
vomited forth firebrands in the shape of camels. - At
sunset, all the Thamudites were a heap of ashes.
Only Salih and king Djundu escaped, and wandered
in company to Palestine, where they ended their
days as hermita. -
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ABRAHAM.

Soon after the death of Salih, the prophet Abraham
was born at Susa, or, according to others, at Babylon.
He was a contemporary of the mighty king, Nimrod,
and his birth falls into the year 1081 after the flood,
which happened in 2242 from the Fall. He was
welcomed at his birth by the angel Gabriel, who imme-
diately wrapped him in a white robe. Nimrod on the
night in which Abraham was born —it was between
the night of Thursday and Friday morning — heard
a voico in his drecam which cried aloud, * Woe to them
that shall not confess the God of Abraham —the truth
has come to light, delusion vanishes!” He also dreamt
that the idol which he worshipped had fallen down ;
and convened, therefore, on the following morning all
his priests and sorcerers, communicating to them
his dream. Yet no one knew how to interpret it, or
to give any account of Abraham. Nimrod had already
once in a dream seen a star which eclipsed the light of
sun and moon, and had, therefore, been warned by his
gorcerers of a boy who threatened to deprivé him of
his throne, and to annihilate the people’s faith in him,
—for Nimrod caused himself to be worshipped as
God. Yet, seeing that since that dream he had com-
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manded every new-born male to be slain atits birth, he
did not think there was any need for further apprehen-
sion. Abraham alone was saved of the children who
were born at that time by a miracle of heaven, for
his mother had remained so slender during her whole
pregnancy that no one had thought of it, and when her
hour camo sho fled to a cave beyond the city, where,
aided by the angel Gabriel, she was secretly delivered.
In this cave Abraham remained concealed, during
fifteen months, and his mother visited him sometimes
to nurse him. But he had no need of her food, for
Allah commanded water to flow from one of Abra-
ham’s fingers, milk from another, honey from the
third, the juice of dates from the fourth, and butter
from the fifth. On stepping, for the first time,
beyond the cave, and seeing a beautiful star, Abraham
said, “This is my God, which has given me meat
and drink in the cave.” Yet anon the moon arose in
full splendour, exceeding the light of the star, and
he said, ¢ This is not God ; I will worship the moon.”
But when, towards morning, the moon waxed more
and more pale, and the sun rose, he acknowledged
the latter as a divinity, until he also disappeared from
the horizon. He then asked his mother, ¢ Who is
my God?” and she replied,

“Itis L”

¢ And who is thy God?” he inquired further.

¢ Thy father.”

¢ And who is my father’s God ?”
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« Nimrod 1”— S -

¢ And Nimrod’s' Ged ?” :
. She then struck him on the face, and said, * Be
gilent!” He was silent, but thought within him-
self, «T acknowledge no other God than Him who has
created heaven and earth, and all that is in them.”
‘When he was a little older, his father, Aser, who was
a maker of idols, sent him out to sell them; but Abra-
ham cried, “ Who will buy what can only do him hari,
and bring no good?” so that no one bought of him.
One day, when all his townsmen had gone on a pil-
grimage to some idol, he feigned sickness, and remain-
ing alone at home, destroyed two-and-seventy idols,
which were set up in the temple. It was then' that
he obtained the’ honourable surname of - Chalil ‘Allaki
(the friend of God) " But on the return of the pil
grims he was arrested, and brought before Nimrod
for suspicion soon rested upon him, both on account of
his stay at home, and the contemptuous reflections on
the worship of idols, in which he was known to in<
dulge. Nimrod condemned him to be burnt alive as
a blasphemer.*  The people of Babel then collected

* The Jewish ‘legend respecting Abraham’s contempt of
idolatry and his sentence to be bLurnt alive is as follows: —
“ Terah was an idolater, and, as he went one day on a journey,
he appointed Abraham to sell his idols in his stead. As often
as a purchaser came, Abraham inquired his age, and when he
replied, ¢ I am fifty or sixty years old,’ he said, ¢ Woe to the
man of sixty who would worship the work of a day!’—so
that the purchasers went away ashamed.

D
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wood for a pile during a whole month, or according
to some of the learned, during forty days, and at that
time knew of no more God-pleasing work than this :
go that if any one was sick, or desired to obtain any
favour from his gods, he vowed to carry a certain
quantity of wood upon his recovery, or on the fulfil-
ment of his wish. The women were especially active;
they washed, or did other manual work, for hire,
and bought wood w1th their. earmngs When at last

“ One day a woman came wnth a bowl of fine flour and said,
¢ Set it before them;’ but he took a stafl and broke all the
idols in pieces, and placed the staff in the hands of the larjest
of them. When his father returned he mqulred ¢Who has
done this?' Abraham gaid, ¢ Why should I deny it? there was
 a woman here with a bow! of fine flour, and she directed me to
set it before them. When I did so, every one of them would
have eaten first; then arose the tallest, and demolished them
with the staffl’ Terah said, “ What fable art thou telling me ?
have they any understanding P’

« Abraham replied, ¢ Do not thy ears hear what thy lips utter?’

“ Whereupon Terah took him and delivered him to Nimrod,
who said to Abraham, ¢ Let us worship the fire!’

. & ¢ Rather the water that quenches the fire,’

« ¢ Well, the water.’

« ¢ Rather the cloud which carries.the water." -

« «Well, the cloud.’

_« ¢ Rather the wind that scatters the cloud.’

« ¢ Well, the wind.'

« ¢ Rather man, for he endures the wind.,’

« ¢Thou art a babbler, replied the king. ¢I worship the fire,
and will cast thee into it. May the God whom thou adorest
deliver thee thence!’

-« Abraham was thrown into aheabed furnace, but was saved *
—YVide Geiger, i. p. 124.
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the pile had attained a height of ‘thirty cubits and
a breadth of twenty, Nimrod commanded it to be set
on fire.. Then there mounted on high such a mighty
flame, that many birds in the air were consumed
by it; the smoke which arose darkened the whole
city, and the crackling of the wood was heard at the
distance of a day’s journey. Then Nimrod summoned
Abraham, and asked him again, “ Who is thy God ?”
« He that has power to kill and to make alive
again,” Abraham replied. He thereupon conjured
up & man from the grave who had died many years
ago, and commanded him to bring a white cock, a
black raven, a green pigeon, and a speckled peacock.
When he had brought these birds, Abraham cut
them into a thousand pieces, and .flung them into
four different directions, retaining only the four heads
in his hands. Over these he said a prayer, then
called each bird by name, and behold the little pieces
came flying towards him, and, combining as they had
been, united themselves to their heads. The birds
lived as before, but he who had been raised from
the dead, at Abraham’s command, descended again
into. the grave. :
Nimrod then caused two malefactors to be brought
from prison, and commanded one of them to be
executed, but pardoned the other, saying, “I also
am God, for I too have the disposal of life and
death.” However childish this remark was, for he only
had the power of remitting the scntence of a living
D 2
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man, not of restoring the dead to life, Abrdham did
not object, but, in order to silence him at once, said,
« Allah causes the sun to rise in the East; if thou be
Allah, let it for once rise in the West. But, instead
of replying, Nimrod commanded his servants to fling
Abraham into the fire, by means of an engine which
Satan himself had suggested to him,

At the same instant the heaven with all its angels,
and the earth with all its creatures, cried as with one
voice, ¢ God of Abraham] thy friend, who alone
worships thee on earth, is being thrown into the fire;
permit us to rescue him.” The angel that presideth
over the reservoirs was about to extinguish the flames
by a deluge from on high, and he that keepeth the winds
to scatter them by a tempest to all parts of the world:
but Allah, blessed be His name ! said, “I permit every
one’ of you to whom Abraham shall.cry for pro-
tection to assist him; yet if he turn only to me, then
let me by my own immediate aid rescue him from
death.* Then cried Abraham from the midst of the
pile, ¢ There is no God besides thee; thou art
Supreme, and unto thee alone belong praise and
glory |” The flame had already consumed his robe,
when the angel Gabriel stepped before him and asked,
* Hast thou need of me?”

* The Midrash, p. 20., says, “ When the wicked Nimrod cast
Abraham into the furnace, Gabriel said, ¢ Lord of the world,
suffer me to save this saint from the fire!’ but the Lord replied,
‘I am the only one supreme in my world, and he is supreme in
his; it is meet, therefore, that the supreme should save the

supreme.
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But he replied, « The help of Allah alone is what
I need!” ' s i

“Pray then to Him that he may save thec!” re-
joined Gabriel. C '

“ He knows my condition,” answered Abraham.

All the creatures of the earth now attempted to
quench the fire, the lizard alone blew upon it; and,
as a punishment, became dumb from that hour.
At Allah’s command, Gabriel now cried to the fire,
¢ Become cool, and do Abraham no harm!” To these
last words Abraham was indebted for his escape, for at
the sound of Gabriel’s voice it grew so chill around
him, that he was well nigh freezing; and the cold
had therefore to be diminished again. The fire then
remained as it was, burning on as before; but it had
miraculously lost all its warmth; and this'was not
~ only 8o with Abraham’s pile, but with all fires lighted
on that day throughout the whole world.

Allah then caused a fountain of fresh water to
spring up in the midst of the fire, and roses and
other flowers to rise out of the earth at the spot
where Abraham was lying. He likewise sent him
a silken robe from Paradise, and an angel in human
shape, who kept him company during seven days;
for so long he remained in the fire. These seven
days Abraham in later times frequently called the
most precious of his life.

His mirnculous preservation in the pile became
the cause of his marriage with Radha, the daughter

D3



54 _ THE PRINCESS.

of Nimrod. For on the seventh day after Abra~
ham was cast into the fire, she prayed her: father
for permission to see him. Nimrod endeavoured to
dissuade her from it, and said, * What canst thou see
of him? He has long ere now been changed into
ashes,” Yet she ceased not to entreat him, until he
suffered her to go near the pile. There she beheld
Abraham, through the fire, sitting quite comfortable in
the midst of a blooming garden. Amazed, she called
out, ¢ Oh, Abraham, does not the fire consume thee ?”
He replied, “ Whoever keeps Allah in his heart, and
the words, ¢In the name of Allah the All-merciful,’
on his tongue, over him has fire no power.”
Whereupon she begged his permission to approach
him, but he said, ¢ Confess that there is but one only
God, who has chosen me to be his messenger!” As
soon as she had made this confession of her faith, the
flames parted before her, so that she was able to
reach Abraham unharmed. But when she returned
to her father, and told him in what condition she
had found the prophet, and sought to convert him
to his faith, he tormented and tortured her so cruelly,
that Allah commanded an angel to deliver her from
his hands, and conduct her to Abraham, who had
meanwhile left the city of Babel. ‘

-~ Still Nimrod was far from being reclaimed; he even
resolved to build a lofty tower, wherewith, if possible,
to scale the heavens, and to search therein for the God
of Abraham. Thetower rose toaheight of five thousand
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cubits; but as heaven was still far off, and the work-
men were unable to proceed further with the building,
Nimrod caught two eagles and kept them upon the
tower, feeding them constantly with flesh. -He then
left them to fast for several days, and when they were
ravenous with hunger, he fastened to their feet a light
closed palankin, with one window above and another
below, and seated himself in it with one of his
huntsmen. The latter took a long spear, to which
& bit of flesh was attached, and thrust it through
the upper window, so that the famishing eagles
flew instantly upwards, bearing the palankin aloft.
When they had flown towards heaven during a whole
day, Nimrod heard a voice, which cried to him, “ God-
less man, whither goest thou?” Nimrod seized the
bow of his huntsman, and discharged an arrow, which
forthwith fell back through the window stained with
blood, and this abandoned inan believed that he had
wounded the God of Abraham. :

~ But as he was now so far from the earth, that it
appeared to him no larger than an egg, he ordered
the spear to be held downwards, and the eagles
and the palankin descended.

Respecting the blood which was seen on N. 1mrod’
arrow, the learned are not agreed as to whence it came:
many contend it was the blood of a fish whom the
clouds had carried with them from the sea, and adduce
thls circumstance as the reason why fish need not be

D4
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slaughtered.* Others suppose that Nimrod's arrow had
struck a bird which was flying still higher than the
eagles. . When Nimrod, in the swell of triumph, once
more reached the pinnacle of his tower, Allah caused
it to fall ini with such frightful noise, that all people
were beside themselves from terror, and every one
spoke in a different tongue. Sincoe that period the
limguatres of "men 'vafy,' and, on sccount of the
confusion arising from this circumstance, the’ capltal
of Nimrod was called Babel (the confusion).

. As soon, however, as Nimrod had recovered him-
self, he pursued Abraham with an army which
covered the space of twelve square miles. Allah
then sent Gabricl unto Abraham to ask him by
what creature he should send. him - deliverance ?
Abraham chose the fly; and Allah said, * Verily, if
he had not chosen the fly, an insect would have
come to his aid, seventy of whlch are lighter thtm
the wing of a fly.”

The exalted Allah then summoned the king of flies,
and commanded him to march with his host against
Nimrod. He then collected all the flies and gnats
of the whole earth, and with them attacked Nimrod’s
men with such violence, that they were soon obliged

* The laws of the' Mahometans, and of the Jews especially;
regulate scrupulously the mode in which clean animals are to
be slain; what part is to receive the mortal wound; how it is
to be inflicted ; the knife to be used ; and the formula of prayer
to be uttered. But no such laws exist in regard to fish. — E. T
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to take to flight, for they consumed their skin and
bones and flesh, and picked the eyes out of their
heads. Nimrod himself fled, and locked himself up
in a thickly-walled tower; but one of the flies rushed
in with him, and flew round his face during seven
days, without his being able to catch it, the fly return-
ing again and again to his lip, and sucking it so long
until it began to swell. It then flew up into his
nose, and the more he endeavoured to get it out, the
more deeply it pressed into it, until it came to the
brain, which it began to devour. Then there re-
mained no other means of relief to him than to run
his head against the wall, or to have some one strike
his forehead with a hammer. But the fly grew con-
tinually larger until the fortieth day, when his head
burst open, and the insect, which had grown to the size
of a pigeon, flew out, and said to the dying Nimrod,
who even now would not come to repentance,  Thus
does Allah, whenever he pleases, permit the feeblest
of his creatures to destroy the man who will not be-
lieve in Him and in His messenger.” The tower, in
which Nimrod was, then tumbled in upon him, and
he must roll about under its ruins until the day of
the resurrection. ‘ —
After Nimrod’s death, many persons whom the
fear of the king had prevented, turned to the -only
God, and to Abraham his messenger. The first were
his nephew Lot, the son of Haran, and Lot’s sister
Sarah, whom Abraham afterwards married. She
D5
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bore a perfect resemblance to her mother Eve, to
whom Allah had given two thirds of all beauty,
while the whole human race have to be satisfied with
the remaining third, and even of this quota Joseph
alone obtained one third,

Sarah was so beautiful that Abmhum, who, in
order to proclaim the true faith, was obliged to make
many journeys to Palestine, Syria, Egypt, and
Arabia, found it necessary to carry her with him
in a chest. One day he was arrested on the banks
of the Jordan by a publican, to whom he was obliged
to give tithe of all that he carried with him. Abra-
ham opened all his chests, but the one in which Sarah
was confined; and when the publican proceeded to
search it too, Abraham said, * Suppose it to be filled
with silks, and let me pay the tithe accordingly.” But
the officer commanded him to open it. Abraham
begged him again to pass it unopened, and offered to
give tithe as if it were filled with gold and jewels.
Still the other insisted on his seeing the contents of
the chest ; and, when he beheld Sarah, he was so daz-
zled by her beanty, that he ran forthwith to the kmg,
reporting what had happened.

The king immediately summoned Abraham, and
inquired of him, “Who is the maiden whom thou car-
riest with thee?” Abraham, from fear of being put
to death if he avowed the truth, replied, * She is my
sister!” At the same time he told no falsehood *, for

* The learned reader must be struck with the strong like-
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in his mind he meant,  She is'my sister in the faith.”
When the king heard this, he took her with him to
his palace. Abraham stood full of despair before it,
not knowing what to do, when Allah caused the
walls of the palace to become transparent as glass,
and Abraham saw how the king, as soon as he had
seated himself with Sarah on a divan, desired to
embrace her. But at that instant his hand withered,
the palace began to shake, and threatened to fall.
The king fell on the ground from dread and fright,
and Sarah said to him, ¢ Let me go, for I am the
wife of Abraham.” ‘ .
Pharaoh thereupon summoned Abraham, and re-
proached him for his untruth. The latter then
prayed for him, and Allah healed the  king,” who
now gave Abraham many rich presents, and, among
others, an Egyptian slave by the name of Hagar.*
She bore him a son, whom he called Ismael. But as
Sarah was barren, and the more jealous since the
light of Mohamed already shone on Ismael’s fore-

ness existing between the moral of the Moslems and those
of the Sanchez, the Escobars, the Tambourins, and the Molinas.
The Bible says, indeed, * Abraham said to Pharaoh, ¢ She is my
gister;"” but it does not justify him by adding that he told no
falsehood. — E. T.

* The Midrash, fol. 21., says that Hagar was given as a slave
to Abraham by her father, Pharaoh, who said, “ My daughter
had better be a slave in the house of Abraham than mistress in
any other.” Elimelech, in like manner, and for the snme
reason, gave his daughter as a bondmaid to Abraham, after he
had seen the wonders which were done for Sarah’s sake.

G
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head, she demanded of Abraham to put away Hagar
and her son. He was'undecided, until commanded
by Allah to obey Sarah in all things. Yet he
entréated her again not to cast off her bondmaid
and her son. But this so exasperated her, that
she declared she would not rest until her hands
had been embrued in Hagar’s blood. Then Abra-
ham pierced Hagar’s ear quickly, and drew a ring
through it, so that Sarah was able to dip her hand
in the blood of Hagar without bringing the ]atter
into danger.

From that time it became a custom among women
to wear ear-rings.

Surah now suffered Hagar to remain yet a few years
longer with her; but when she had borne Isaac, and
observed that Abraham loved him less than Ismael,
her jealousy awoke afresh, and shé now insisted on
Hagar’s removal. Abraham then went with her and
Ismael on his way, and the angel Gabriel guided
them into the Arabian desert, to the place where
afterwards the holy temple of Mecca was built. This
place had been dedicated to the worship of Allah
even before Adam’s birth.* For when Allah made
known to the angels his resolve of creating man, and

® The sanctity which the Moslem attaches to places is
akin to the feeling in the church of the Pharisees before
Christ, and of Rome at present. But the Saviour reproves
it by those words, “ Wherever two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them,”
Matt, xviii. 20.—E. T. ’
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they said, * Wilt thou fill the earth with sinful crea-
tures?” Allah was so wroth at their dissuasion,
that the angels, to reconcile Him, walked, singing
praises, seven times round Iis throne. Allah par-
doned them, but said, * Build me forthwith, in
a direct line downward to the earth, a temple,
which the sinners may one day encompass, that they
also may obtain mercy, even as ye have now encircled
my throne, and been forgiven.” Allah afterwards
gave to Adam a diamond of Paradise, which is now
called the black stone; for it afterwards grew black
by the unclean touch of the heathen, but will one
day rise with eyes and a tongue, to bear testimony to
those who have touched it in their pilgrimage.* This
jewel was originally an angel, appointed to watch
over Adam, that he might not eat of the forbidden
tree; but, on account of his neglect, was changed
into a stone. At the time of the flood Allah lifted up
this temple into heaven; yet the winds blew Noah’s
ark seven times round the spot where it had stood.
After having accompumed Hagar and Ismael unto
Mecca, Abrahamn returned again to Samh ‘in Syria,
leaving the former, at Gabriel’'s command, to them-
selves, provided with a few dates and a bottle of water.
But these provisions were soon exhausted, and the
whole region was waste, arid, and uninhabited. When

* The black stone of the Kaaba is to this day an object of
great veneration with the Mussulmen, and every pllgnm visit-
ing the temple kisses it repeatedly. — E. 7.
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Hagar and Ismael were suffering from hunger and
thirst, the former ran seven times from Mount Susa to
Marwa®, calling upon Allah for relief: the angel Ga-
briel then appeared to her, and stamped upon the earth
with his foot, and behold there started up a fountain,
which is still known as the fountain of Semsem.t But
at that time its waters were as sweet as honoy and as
nutritious as milk ; so that Hagar was unwilling again
to leave these regions.

. After some time there came two Amalekltes to
her, who were seeking a camel which had strayed
there, -and, finding good water, they informed their
tribe thereof, which had encamped a few hours west-
ward They settled with her, and Ismael grew up
among them ; but Abraham visited him every month,
riding on Barak his miraculous horse, which carried
him in half a day from Syria to Mecca. :

When Tsrnael had attained the age of thirteen
years, Abraham heard a voice in his dream, which
cried, ¢ Sacrifice Ismael thy son.”

. The Jews, and even many Mussulmans do, mdeed
maintain, that it was his son Isaac whom Abraham
offered ; but the true believers reject this opinion,
inasmuch as Mohamed called himself the son of two
men who had been set apart as sacrifices, meaning
. * .The pilgrims to Mecca still run seven times from Mount
Susa to Marwa, frequently looking round and stooping down, to
imitate Hagar when seeking for water. — E. T -

1 This fountain is within the Kaaba: its water is brackish,
though somewhat less so than the other water of Mecca.—E.T.
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thereby Ismael and his own father, 'Abd Allah,
whom his grandfather, Abdul Mattalib, intended to
offer in fulfilment of a vow, but, by the decision of a
priestess, redeemed with a hundred camels.

‘When Abraham awoke, he was in doubt whether

he should regard his dream as a Divine command, or
as the instigation of Satan. But, when the same
dream was yet twice repeated, he dared not to hesi-
tate any longer, and therefore took a knife and a
rope, and said to Ismael, * Follow me!” '
* When Iblis saw this, he thought within lumself
“ An act 8o well pleasing to Allah I must seek to
prevent,” ‘and he assumed the form of a man, and,
going to Hagar; éaid to her, “ Knowest thou whither
Abraham has gone with thy son?” Hagar answered,
« He has gone into the forest to cut wood.™

“Itis false, replied Iblis; « he intends to sla.ughter
thy son.”

" ¢« How is this possible?” rejoined Hagar 3. “ does
he not love him as much as I?”

¢ Yea,” continued . Iblis, “but he believes that
Allah has commanded it.”

. “If it be eo,” rejoined Hagar, «let lnm do Wha.t
he believes pleasing to Allah.” »

When Iblis could effect nothing with Hagar, he
betook himself to Ismael, and said, ¢ Knowest thou
for what end this wood which thou hast gathered is
to serve ?” | S

Ismael replied, ¢TIt is for our use at home.”
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“ No 1” rejoined Iblis ; * thy father designs to offer
thee as a sacrifice, because he dreamt that Allah had
commanded him.” :

“ Well,” replied Ismael, “if it be so, let h1m
fulfil on me the will of Allah.”

Iblis then turned to Abraham himself, and said,
¢ Sheik, whither goest thou ?” -

“To cut wood.”.

 For what purpose ?”

Abraham was silent ; but Iblis continued, * I know
thou desighnest to offer up thy son, because Iblis has
suggested it to thee in a dream:” but at these words
Abraham recognised Iblis, and flinging at him seven
pebbles, a ceremony since observed by every pilgrim,
he said, ¢ Get thee gone, enemy of Allah; I will act
according to the will of my Lord.” Satan went away
enraged, but stepped yet twice more in a different
form into Abraham’s way, seeking to stagger his
resolve. Abraham discovered him each time, and
each time ﬂung at him seven pebbles. *

* The Midrash, p.28,, says, “ Abraham left Sarah early in
the morning, while she slept but Satan placed himself in his
way as an aged man, and said, ¢ Whither goest thou?’

¢ ¢ I desire to pray.'

‘¢ But to what purpose are wood and knifs P’

“ ¢I may remain absent some days, and must needs prepare
my food.'

¢ ¢Should a man like thee slay his son who was given him in
old age? how wilt thou answer for it in the day of judgment?’

¢ God has commanded me.'
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" When they cameé to Mina, upon the spot wherd
Ismael was" to be offered, the latter said to” Abra«
ham, ¢ Father, bind me tightly, that I mdy not res
sist, and thrust back thy robe, that it may not be
sprinkled with my blood, lest' my mother méurn at
. the sight of it. Sharpen thy knife well, that it may
kill me quickly and easily, for, after all, death is hard.
When thou reachest home again, greet. my mother,
and take this robe to her as a memento.” = .~
Abraham obeyed weepirigly the will of his son, and
was just on the point of slaying him, when the
portals of heaven were opened, and the angels looked
on, and cried, “ Well does this man deserve to be
called the friend of Allah!” ‘ :
At this moment the Lord placed an mvmble collar
of copper round Ismsel’s neck, s6 that Abraham,
spite of his utmost exertions, was unable to wound

« He then presented himself to Isaac in the form of a youth
and said, ¢ Whither goest thou ?’
% ¢ To be instructed by my father in virtue and knowledge.’
- %3 During thy lifetime or after death? for he verily designs
to slay thee. :
« ¢ It matters not, I shall follow him.'
“ e went to Sarah, and asked her, * Where is thy husband?’
¢ ¢ He has gone to his business !’
“ ¢ And thy son?’
« ¢ He is with him !’
« ¢Didst thou not resolve that he should not go beyond thy
door alone P’
“ ¢ ITe must pray with his father.'
“ ¢ Thou shalt hot see him again |’
. 4 ¢ The Lord do unto my son according to His will!’ "
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him. - But when he put his knife to Ismael’s neck
a third: time, he heard a voi¢e, which cried, ¢ Thou
hast fulfilled the command whxoh was mparted to thee
in thy dream!”:

- At this call he raised hls eyes, an(l Gabnel stood be-
fore him with a fine horned ram, and said, * Slaughter .
this ram as the ransom of thy son.”

This ram was the same which Abel offered and
which in the mean time had pastured in Paradise.*

‘The sacrifice .over, Abraham returned to Syria,
but Ismael remained with his mother among the
‘Amalekites, of whom he took a wife.

One day Abraham desired to visit him ; but Ismael
was engaged in the chase, and his wife was alone at
home. - Abraham greeted her, but she did not return
his salutation. He prayed her to admit him for the
night, but she refused his prayer; he then demanded
something to eat and to drink, and she answered, I
have nothing but some impure water.” Then Abra-
ham left her, and said, “ When thy husband returns
greet him, and eay, he must change the pillars of his
house. When Ismael came home to inquire whether
any one had been with her during his absence, she

* Rabbi Eliesor teaches: the ram came from the mountain.
Rabbi Jehoshua : an angel brought it from Paradise, where it
pastured under the tree of eternal life, and drank from the
brook which flows beneath it. The ram diffused its perfume
throughout the whole world. It was brought into Paradise on
the evening of the sixth day of the creation. — Midrash, p. 28.
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described Abraham, and told what he had enjoined
upon her. By her description Ismael recognised his
father, and his words he interpreted, that he should
separate himself from his wife, which he soon did.

Not long after this, the Djorhamides wandered from
Southern Arabia to the regions of Mecca, and drove
out the Amalekites, who by their vicious courses had
called down on themselves the punishment of Allah.
Ismael married the daughter of their king, and learned
of them the Arabic tongue. This woman, too, Abra-
ham once found alone, and, on his greeting her, she
returned his salutation kindly, rose up before him,
and bade him welcome. On his inquiring how. it
fared with her, she replied,  Well, my lord. We
have much milk, good meat, and fresh water.”

« Have you any corn ?” inquired Abraham.

“We shall obtain that too, by Allah’s will. But -
we do.not miss it. Only alight, and come in!”

s Allah bless you!” said Abraham, but I cannot
tarry; ” for he had given a promise to Sarah not to
enter Hagar’s house.

¢ Suffer me at least to wash thy feet,” said the
wife of Ismael, ¢ for thou art indeed covered. wu;h
dust.”

Abrabam then plnced first his right foot* and then

* This legend, which has reference to Ismael, and which it
might be supposed was of Arabic origin, and invented to account
for the sanctity of the second curious stone of the Kaaba, is
found in the Midrash, p. 27.: —
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his left upon a stone which lay beforé Ismael’s house,
and suffered himsclf to be washed. " This stonc was
afterwards employed in the temple, and the prints of
Abraham’s feet are visible upon it to this day.

After she had washed him, Abraham said, ¢ When
Ismael returns, - tell him to strengthen the plllars
of his house!” . :

. As soon as Ismael came home, his w1fe relnted to

S mnrned a w1fe of the daughters of Moab and her
name was Asia. - After three years Abraham went to visit his
son, having sworn previously to Sarah not to alight from his
camel. He came towards noon to Ismael's dwelling, in which
his wife was alone. . .

-+ % ¢Where is Ismael P’ .

: % ¢He is gone into the desert with hls mother to gather dates
and some other fruits.’

“ ¢ Give me a little bread and water, for I am fahgued with
travelling through the wilderness.’ -

i..% ¢TI have neither bread nor water.’ :

% ¢ When Ismael returns home tell lnm that ‘he change the
door-posts of his house, for they are not worthy of him.’

“ As soon as Ismael came, and she reported all that had hap-
pened, he understood what Abraham had mennt, and sent her
away.

 Hagar then brought him a wife from ‘her father's house:
her name was Fatima.

“ After three years Abraham visited his son again, after having
again sworn to Sarah that he would not alight at his house.

% He arrived this time too at Ismael's dwelling towards noon,
and found Fatima quite alone. DBut she brought him immedi-
ately all that he desired. Then Abraham prayed for Ismael to
the Lord, and his house was filled with gold and goods. ,

% When Ismael returned, and learned from Fatima what had
happened, he rejoiced greatly, and knew that Abraham’s parental
love for him was not yet extinct.”— Midrash, p. 28.
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him what had happened to her with a stranger, and
what message he had left.

. Ismael inquired of his appearance ; and when, from
her answers, he recognised who it was, he rejoiced
greatly, and said, “It was my father Abraham, the
friend of Allah, who was doubtless well satisfied with
thy reception, for his words signify nothmg else than
that I should bind thee more closely to me.”

‘When Abraham was a hundred and ten years old,
Allah commanded him in a dream to follow after the
Sakinah; that is, a zephyr with two heads and two
wings.

Abraham obeyed, and journeyed after the wind,
which was changed into a cloud, at Mecca, on the
spot where the temple still stands, A voice then
called to him, « Bmld me a temple on the spot where
the cloud is resting.”

" Abraham began to dig up the earth, and discovered
the foundation-stone which Adam had laid. He then
commanded Ismael to bring the other stones required
for the building. But the black stone, which since
the flood had been concealed in heaven, or, according
to the opinion of some of the learncd, on Mount Abu
Kubeis, the angel Gabriel brought himself. This
stone was even at that time so white and brilliant,
that it illuminated during the night the whole sacred
region belonging to Mecca.

One day, while Abraham was engaged with
Tsmael in the building of the temple, there came to
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him Alexander the Great, and asked what he was
building, and when Abraham told him it was a
temple to the one only Gop, in whom he believed,
Alexander acknowledged him as the messenger of
Allah, and ‘encompassed the temple seven times on
foot. T

With regard to this Alexander, the opinions of
the learned vary. Some believe him to have been
a Greek, and maintain that he governed the whole
world; first, like Nimrod before him, as an unbeliever,
and then like Solomon after him, as a believer.

Alexander was the lord of light and darkness:
when he went out with his army the light was before
him, and behind him was the darkness, so that he was
secure against all ambuscades, and by means of a mi-
raculous white and black standard, .he had also the
power to transform the clearest day into midnight dark-
ness, or black night into noon-day, just as he unfurled
the one or the other. Thus he was unconquerable,
since he rendered his troops invisible at his pleasure,
and came down suddenly upon his foes, He journeyed
through the whole world in quest of the fountain of
eternal life,- of which, as his sacred books taught
him, a descendant of Sam (Shem) was to drink, and
become immortal. But his vizier, Al-kidhr, anti-
cipated him, and drank of a fountain in the furthest
west, thus obtaining eternal youth; and when Alex-
ander came it was already dried up, for, according to
the Divine decree, it had been created for one man
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only. His surname, the Two-cornered, he obtained, ac-
cording to some, because he had wandered through the
whole earth unto her two corners in the east and west ;
but according to others, because he wore two locks of
hair which resembled horns; and, according to a third
opinion, his crown had two golden horns, to designate
his dominion over the .empires of the Greeks and
Persians. But lastly, it is maintained by many, that
one day, in a dream, he found himself so close to the
sun that he was able to seize him at his two ends in
the east and west, and was therefore tauntingly called
the Two-cornered.

The learned are slmﬂa.rly divided respecting the
time in which he lived, his birthplace, ‘ parentage;
and residence. Most of them, however, believe that
there were two sovereigns of this name among the
kings of antiquity ; the elder of these, who is spoken
of in the Koran, was a descendant of Ham, and con-
temporary of Abraham, and journeyed with Al-kidhr
through the whole earth in search of the fountain of
eternal life, and was commissioned by Allah to shut
up behind an indestructible wall the wild nations of
Jajug and Majug, lest they should have extirpated
all the other inhabitants of the world. The younger
Alexander was the son of Philip the Greek, one of
the descendants of Japhet, and a disciple of the wise
Aristotle at Athens.

But let us return to Abraham, who, after his inter-
view with Alexander and Al-kidhr, continued the
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building of the temple until it had attained a height
of nine, a breadth of thirty, and a depth of twenty-
two .cubits. He then ascended the Mount Abu
Kubeis, and cried, « Oh, ye inhabitants of the earth,
Allah .commands you to make a pilgrimage to this
holy temple. Let his commandmeént be obeyed!”

, Allah caused Abraham’s voice to be heard by all
men both living and uncreated; and all, even the
children still in their ‘mothérs’ womb, cried with one
voice, ““We "obey.thy commandment, O Allah!”
Abraham, together with the pilgrims, then performed
those ceremonies which are yet observed to this day,
appointed Ismael as the lord of -the Knaba, and
.returned to his son Isaac in Palestine.

_..When the latter attained the age of manhood,
Abraham’s beard became grey, which astonished
him not a little, since no man before him had ever
turned grey.* But Allah had performed this won-
der that Abraham might be distinguished from
Isaac. For as he was a hundred years old when
Sarah bore Isaac, the people of Palestine -derided

- # When Sarah weaned her son, Abraham made a feast. Then

said the heathen, “Behold this aged couple, who have taken up
a child from the streets, pretending it was their own, and to
obtain . credit more easily, have given a feast in its honour.”
But the Lord made Isaac so strikingly to resemble, &e. Also,
in p. 15., among the wonders which were done in honour of
Abraham, is enumerated his turning grey. And again,
p-380., * Before Abraham there was no special mark of old age,”
&c. — Midrash, pp. 27. 15. 30,
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him, and doubted of Sarah’s innocence: but Allah
gave to Isaac such a perfect resemblance of his
father, that every one who saw him was convinced
of Sarah’s conjugal fidelity, DBut, to prevent their
being mistaken for each other, Allah caused grey -
hairs to grow on Abraham as a mark of distinction ;
and it is only since that time that the hair loses
its dark colour in old age. 'When Abraham had
attained to the age of two hundred, or, as some main-
tain, of a hundred and five-and-seventy years, Allah
sent to him the Angel of Death in the form of an aged
man. Abraham invited him to a meal ; but the Angel
of Death trembled so much, that before he could put
a morsel into his mouth he besmeared therewith his
forehead, eyes, and nose. Abraham then inquired,
«Why tremblest thou thus? ”

 From age,” replied the Angel of Death.

“ How old art thou?”

“ One year older than thyself!”

Abraham lifted up his eyes to heaven, and ex-
claimed, ¢ O Allah! take my soul to thee before I
fall into such a state!”

¢In what manner wouldest thou like to die, friend
of Allah?” inquired the Angel of Death.

«I should like to breathe out my life at the mo-
ment when I fall down before Allah in prayer.”

The angel remained with Abraham until he fell
down in prayer, and then put an end to his life.

Abraham was buried by his son Isaac, near Sarab,

E
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in the cave of Hebron.: For many. ages. the Jews
visited this cave, in which also. Isnac and Jacob were
afterwards buried. The Christians subsequently built
a church over it, which was changed into a mosque
when Allah gave this country unto the Mussulmen.
But Hebron was called Kirjath Abraham (the city
of Abraham), or simply Chalil (Friend), and is
known by that name unto this day.
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JOSEPH.

JosEPH, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son
of Abraham, was from his childhood the darling of
his father; and as he lived with an aunt at a distance
from his home, Jacob’s constant longing for him
. added much to the fervour of his parental love.
‘When he was only six years of age, his aunt be-
came so much attached to him, that, in order to
prevent her ever being obliged to part with him, she
invented the following expedient. She took the
family girdle which she, being the first-born, had
inherited from Abraham through Isaac (it was the
same which Abraham wore on his loins when thrown
into the pile),—girded Joseph with it, and accused
him of theft, so that, according to the laws of
those days, he became her slave for life. It was not
until after her death that he returned again to
the house of his father, and was naturally treated
by him with greater care and tenderness than his
elder brothers. Moreover, he was his eldest son by
Rachael, the only one of his wives whom he had truly
loved. ' :

B 2
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One morning Joseph told his father that he had seen
in a dream how he and his brothers had cach sct a twig
in the earth, and how those of his brothers withered,
while his began to bloom, and shaded theirs with its
foliage and blossoms. Jacob was so absorbed with the
meaning of this dream, that he left a poor man who
stood before him holding out his hand for alms unob-
served, and allowed him to depart without & gift. It.
was this transgression that brought on him all those
sufferings by which he was soon to be visited. On the
following morning Joseph again related to his father:
I have dreamt that the sun, moon, and the eleven
stars, bowed down to me.” Jacob could now no longer
remain in doubt as to the meaning of these dreams; he
perceived in them Joseph’s future greatness, but re-
commended him not to speak of them to his brothers,
who-had long since envied him for the greater tender-
ness of his father. But although Jacob knew the senti-
ments of his sons towards Joseph, yet was he one day
persuaded by them to send him with them to the pas-
ture. Scarcely were they alone in the open field,
when they began to beat and to mock him. He
would have sunk under their ill treatment, if Allah
had not filled the heart of his brother Judah with
compassion towards him, Judah said, “ Do not kill
your brother; if we but regain the undivided love of .
our father, we have attained our object. Let us there-
fore cast him into a pit, till a caravan passes, and then .
gell him as a glave.” Judah’s advice ‘Wwas taken, and



ENVY. : 77

-Joseph, stripped of his garments, was cast into a
pit, where he must have been drowned, had not Allah

- caused the angel Gabriel to place a large stone under

his fect. Gabriel at the same time was instructed to
illumine the pit by a jewel, and to cry, Joseph, the
time will come when thou shalt call thy brothers to
account, without their suspecting it.” The brothers
then left the pit, but before returning home. they
slaughtered a lamb, and besmeared Joseph’s upper
garment with its blood, which cannot be distinguished
from that of man. They then said to their father,
% While we were engaged in our occupations, there
came a wolf and tore Joseph, who had remained with
the stores; and, on seeking him afterwards, we found
this upper garment, which we recognised as his.”
¢ How,” said Jacob, * shall I believe that a wolf has
devoured my son, while there is not a single rent in
.this garment ?” (for the brothers had forgotten likewise
to damage the garment.) “Besides,” he added, « there
has no wolf been seen in these regions for many years.”

“ We imagined, indeed, that thou wouldst not give
credence to our words,” said one of his sons; *“but let
us search for the wolf,” he continued, turning to his
brothers, “in order to convince our father of the
‘truth of our statement.” ’

They then provided themselves with .all kinds of
implements of the chase, and scoured the whole
region round about, until they at last found a large
: 23
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wolf, ‘'which they caught alive, and accused it before
Jacob as Joseph’s murderer; but Allah opened the
mouth of the wolf, and he said,—

¢ Believe not, O son of Isaac! the accusation of
thy envious sons. I am a wolf from a foreign coun-
try, and have long been wandering about to seek my
young one, which one morning I missed on waking.
How should I, who am mourning the loss of a wild
beast, bereave the prophet of Allah of his son?”

‘Jacob then delivered the wolf from the hands
of his sons, and sent them away again, s0 as not
to have their faces before his eyes; only Benjamin,
his youngest son, he kept with him. The ten
brothers thereupon returned to the pit in which
they had left Joseph, and arrived at the very moment
when he was freed by some Bedouins, who on their
-march from Madjan to Egypt had sought to draw
water from this pit, but had brought up Joseph instead,
who clung to their bucket. ¢ This youth,” said Judah
to the leader of the caravan, ere Joseph could utter a
word, “1is our slave, whom we have confined in this
pit on account of his disobedience. If you will take
him with you to Egypt, and sell him there, you may
buy him from us at a moderate rate.” The leader
of the caravan was greatly rejoiced at this offer; for
he knew well that so beautiful a youth would bring
him much gain. He bought him therefore for a few
drachme; and Joseph did not break silence, for he
feared that his brothers might put him to death if he
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contradicted them. Trusting in Allah, he journeyed
quietly with the Bedouins until he was passing the
grave of his mother. There his grief overpowered
hin, and, casting himself on the ground, he wept and
prayed. The leader of the caravan struck him, and
would have dragged him away by force, when sud-
denly a black cloud overspread the sky, so that.he
started back affrighted, and prayed Joseph so long to
forgive him, till the darkness again disappeared.
The sun was declining when the caravan entered the
capital of Egypt, which was then governed by Rajjan,
a descendant of the Amalekites. But Joseph’s face
shone brighter than the noonday sun; and the
singular light which it diffused attracted all the
maidens and matrons to their windows and terraces.
On the following day he was exposed for sale before
the royal palace. The richest women of the city
sent their husbands and guardians to buy him;
but they were outbidden by Potiphar, the treasurer
of the king, who was childless, and designed to
adopt Joseph as his son. Zuleicha, the wife of Po-
tipbar, received Joscph kindly, and gave him new
robes ; she likewise appointed him a separate summer-
house for his abode, because he refused to eat with
the Egyptians, preferring to live on herbs and fruits.
Joseph lived six years as Potiphar’s gardener, and,
although Zuleicha loved him passionately since his first
entrance into her house, she conquered her feelings,

and was satisficd to regard him from her kiosk as he
E 4
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performed his labours in. the garden. But in the
seventh year Zuleicha became love-sick —her cheeks
grew pale, her gaze was lifeless, her form was bent,
and her whole body consumed away. When no
physician was able to heal her, her nurse said one
day, ¢ Zuleicha, confess that it is not thy body but
thy soul which suffers in secret; sorrow is preying
on thy health. Confide in thy nurse, who has fed
thee with. her own substance, and fostered thee since
thy infancy like a mother. My advice may, per-
haps, be useful.” ‘ ' o '

Zuleicha then threw herself into the arms of her
aged friend, and avowed her love to Joseph, and her
fruitless endeavours during six years to conquer it.

« Be of good cheer,” said the matron to Zuleicha,
‘¢ thou hast done more than others of thy sex, and art
.therefor9 excusable. _Be thyself again; eat, drink, .
dress to advantage, take thy bath, that thy former
beauty return; then shall Joseph’s love surely exceed
thy own. Besides, is he not thy slave ? and from mere
habit of obedience he will gratify all thy wishes.”

Zuleicha followed her advice. In a short time she
was a8 blooming and healthful as before; for she
thought that only a favourable opportunity was
needed to crown her wishes with success.

But Joseph resisted all her allurements, a.nd
when she at length found that all her efforts to lead
him- astray were in vain, she accused him before
her husband Potiphar, who threw him into prison;
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but Allah, who knew his innocence, changed the dark
cell in which he was confined to a bright and cheer-
ful abode. He also commanded a fountain to spring
up in the midst thereof, and a tree rose at his door
which gave him shade and pleasant fruit.

- Joseph, who was soon universally known and feared
for his wisdom and the skill which he possessed to in-~
terpret dreams, had not been long in prison when the
following circumstance occurred: — The king of
the Greeks, who was then at war with Egypt, sent
an ambassador to Rajjan, ostensibly with the design
of negotiating for peace, but in reality only to seek
the means of slaying this heroic king. The am-
bassador addressed himself to a Grecian matron who
had for many years lived in Egypt, and asked her
advice. “I know of no better means,” said the
Grecian to her countryman, ¢ than to bribe either the
king’s chief cook or his butler to poison him.” The
ambassador made the acquaintance of them both, but,
finding the chief cook the most tractable, he culti-
vated & closer intimacy with him, until he succeeded
at last, by means of a few talents of gold, in dcter-
mining him to poison tho king.

As soon as he supposed that he had secured the ob-
ject of his mission, he prepared for his departure, but
previously visited his countrywoman, with the inten-
tion of communicating to her the chief cook’s promise.
But as she was not alone, he could merely say, that he

had every reason to be gratified with his success.
6 .
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These words of the ambassador soon reached the
king’s cars; and as they could not be referred to
his ostensible mission, since the negotiations for peace,
on account of which he alleged that he had come, were
entirely broken off, and the war had already recom-
menced, some secret or other was suspected. The
Girecian was led before the king, and tortured, until
she confessed all that she knew, and as Rajjan did not
know which of them was guilty, he commanded that
both the chiefcook and butlershould meanwhile be put
into the same prison where Joseph was languishing.
One morning they came to him, and said, “ We have
heard of thy skill in the interpretation of dreams; tell
us, we pray thee, what we may expect from our dreams
of last night.” The butler then related that he had
pressed out grapes, and presented the wine to the
king. But the chief cook said that he had carried
meats in a basket in his hand, when the birds came
and devoured the best of them. Joseph exhorted them
first of all to faith in one God; and then foretold the
butler’s restoration to his former offico, but to the
chief cook he predicted the gallows. As soon as he
finished his speech both of them burst-out in laugh-
ter, and derided him, for they had not dreamt at
all, and merely meant to put his skill to the test. But
Joseph said to them, “ Whether your dreams have been
real or invented, I cannot say ; but what I have pro-
phesied is the judgment of Allah, which cannot be
turned aside.” He was not mistaken. The spies of the
king soon found out that the Greck ambassador had
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had frequent interviews with the chief cook, while he
had seen the butler but once ; the former was therefore
condemned to death, but the latter remstated in- hls
office.

On leaving the prison, Joseph entrested ' the
butler to remember him, and to obtain his free-
dom from the king. The butler did not remem-
ber him; but the tree before his door withered,
and his fountain was dried up, because, instead
of trusting in Allah, he had relied upon the
help of a feeble man* He was seven years in
prison, when one morning he saw the butler again.
He came to lead him before the king, who had had a
dream which no one was able to interpret. - But
Joseph refused -to appear, unless he had first con-
vinced the king of his innocence. He then related
the cause of his imprisonment to the butler, who
brought his answer to the king, and the latter imme-
diately summoned Zuleicha and her friends. They
confessed that they had falsely accused Joseph. - Raj-
jan then sent a writing, which not only restored him
to liberty, but even declared the imprisonment which
he had endured to have been unjust, and the result of

- a calumnious charge.}

* The Midrash says, “ Joseph remained yet two years in
prison, because he had asked the chief butler to remember
him.”

"t “Potiphar’s wife looked so ill, that her friends inquired what
she complained of. She related her adventure with Joseph,

B 6
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Joseph then put on the robes which Rajjan had
sent him, and was conducted to the royal palace,
where the king -had assembled about him all the
nobles, the pnests, the astrologers, and soothsayers
of Egypt. - : 4

“71 saw in my dream, said the kmg, as soon as
Joseph was near- him, “seven lean kine, which dé-
voured seven fat ones; and seven blasted ears, which
‘consumed seven rank and full ones. - Ca.nat tho'u tell
me what this dream signifies? ” -

- Joseph replied, ¢ Allah will grant to thy kmgdom
séven -plentiful years, which shall be succeeded by
seven years of famine. Be therefore provident, and
during the first seven years let as much grain be col-
lected and stored up as shall be required for the
maintenance of thy subjects durmg the seven years
that shall follow.” . -

- This interpretation pleased the kmg 80 well that
he made Joseph the high steward of hlB domlmons in-
Potnphurs stead, ¢ -

. He now travelled through the country buymg the
gra.;n, which, on account of the great abundance, was
sold on. most moderate terms, and built storehouses
every where, but especially in the. capital, .- One

and thoy suid, ‘Accuso him hoforo thy husband, that he may
Do put in prison’ She entreated her friends to accuse him
likéwise to their husbands. They did so; and their husbands
came, to Potiphar complaining of Joseph’s audacious demeanour
towards their wives,” &c. — Midrash, p. 45.
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day, while riding out to inspect a granary beyond
_the city, he observed a beggar in the street, whose
whole appearance, though most distressing, bore the
distinct traces of former greatness. Joseph ‘ap-
proached her compassionately, and held out to her
a handful of gold. But she refused, and said, sob-
bing aloud, * Great prophet of Allah, I am unworthy
of thy gift, although my transgression has been the
stepping-stone to thy preseut fortune.”

At these words, Joseph regarded her more closely,
and behold it was Zuleicha, the wife of his -lord.
He inquired after her husband, and was told that he
had died of sorrow and poverty soon after his depo-
sition.

On hearing this, Joseph led Zuleicha to a relative
of the king, whero she was treated liko a sister, and
gshe soon appeared to him as blooming and youthful
as at the time of his entrance into her house. He
asked her hand from the king, and married her
with his permission, and she bore him two sons
before the frightful years of famine, during which
the Egyptians were obliged to sell to Rajjan, first
their gold, their jewellery, and other costly things,
for corn; then their estates and slaves, and at last
their own persons, their wives and children.

- Yet not only in Egypt, but even in the adjacent
countries, a great famine prevailed.

In the land of Canaan, too, there was no more corn
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to be found, and Jacob was forced to send all his
sons.save Benjamin to buy provisions in Egypt.
He recommended them to enter the capital by the ten
different gates, so as not to attract the evil eye by
the beauty of their appearance, and to avoid public
attention.” ‘

Joseph recognised his brothers, and called them
spies, because they had come to him separately,
though, according to their own confession, they were
brothers. But when, to exculpate themselves, they
explained to him the peculiar circumstances of their
family, .and, to justify their father'’s carefulness,
they spoke of a lost brother, Joseph grew so angry,
that he refused them the desired provisions, and de-
manded of them to bring down their brother Ben-
jamin with them, and to be certain of their return,
he detained one of them as a hostage.

A few weeks after they returned again with Ben-

jamin. . '
" * Jacob said to his sons, “ Do not enter by one gate, because
of the evil eye.” Joseph expected his brothers, and therefore
commanded the keepers of the gates to report every day the
names of arriving strangers. One day the first keeper brought
him the name of Reuben ; the second the name of Simeon ; and
so on, until he had received the name of Asher, Jacob'’s tenth
son. He then commanded all the storchouses but one to Le
closed, and said to the keeper of that, “ If such and such men
come, let them be taken and brought before me.”

“ You are spies,” said he to his brothers when they stood be-

fore him, “ otherwise you would have entered the city by the
same gate.” — Midrash, pp. 46, 47.
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 Jacob was indeed unwilling to let his youngest
son depart, for he feared lest a misfortune similar to
that of Joseph’s would befall him: yet, to escape
from famine, he was obliged to yield at last.

: Joseph now directed that the corn which they had
desired should be measured to them, but gave orders
to his steward to conceal a silver cup in Benjamin’s
sack, to seize them as thieves at the gate of the city,
and to lead them back to his palace.

« What punishment,” demanded Joseph of the
brethren, “is due to him that has stolen my cup?”

* ¢ Let him be thy slave,” replied the sons of Jacob,

certain that none of them was capable of committing
so disgraceful an act. But when their sacks were
opened, and the cup was found in Benjamin’s,. they
cricd to him, ¢ Woe to thee! what hast thou done ?
Why hast thou followed the example of thy lost
brother, who stole the idol of Laban his grandfather,
and the girdle of his aunt?”

Still, as they had sworn to their father not to step
before his face without Benjamin, they prayed Joseph
to keep one of their number as his slave in Benjamin’s
stead. But Joseph insisted on retaining Benjamin, and
Reuben said therefore to his brothers,  Journey -to
our father and tell him all that has befallen us ; but I,
who am the eldest of you, and have vowed unto him
to sacrifice my life rather than to return without Benja-
min, will remain hete until he himself shall recall me.
He will probably acknowledge that such an accident
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could not have been foreseen, and that if our brother
had been known to us as a thief, we should not
have pledged ourselves for him.” .

But Jacob would not credit the story of his return-
ing sons, and feared that they had now acted towards
Benjamin as they had formerly done towards Joseph.
He burst into tears, and wept till the light of his
eyes was extinguished: his grief for Joseph also
revived afresh, though he had never ceaaed to trust
to the fulfilment of his dream.

But now the brothers returned the third time into
Egypt, determined to free Bénjamin by force, for
they were so powerful, that they could engage single-
handed with whole hosts of warriors. Judah espe-
cially, when excited to wrath, would roar like a lion,
and kill the strongest men with his voice®; nor
could he be pacified until one of his kinsmen touched
the ‘prickly bunch of hair which, on such occasions,
protruded from hxs neck. Co

* «When J oseph would have shut up Suneon, hig brothers
offered him their assistance, but he declined it. Joseph com-
manded seventy valiant men to put him in chains; but when'
they approached him, Simeon roared so loud that the seventy fell
down at his feet and broke their teeth. . Joseph said to his son
Manasseh, who was standing at his side, ¢‘Chain thou him.'
Manasseh struck him a single’ blow, and bound him instantly ;
so that Simeon exclaimed, ¢ Certainly this was the blow of a
kinsman !’ Again, when Joseph sent Benjamin to prison, Judah
cried so loud, that Chushim, the son of Dan, heard him in
Canaan, and responded. Joseph feared for his life, for Judah
was g0 enraged, that he wept blood, Some say Judah wore
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" However, they once more endeavoured by entreaty
to move Joseph to set Benjamin, free; but when they
spoke of their father’s love for him lie inquired,
“ What, then, has become of Joseph?” '

They said, *“ A wolf has devoured him.” ’

But Joseph took his cup into his hand, and feign-
ing to prophesy out of it, cried, It is false; you
have sold him.”

‘When they denied this charge, Joseph told Zuleicha
to give him the parchment which Judah had with
his own hand given to the Bedouin when they sold
him; and he showed it to them.

“We had a slave whose name was Joseph,” said
Judah; and he grew so enraged that he was on the
point of roaring aloud: but his voice failed him, for
~ Joseph had beckoned to his son Ephraim to touch his
‘bunch of hair, which was so long that it nearly trailed
on the ground. When his brothers saw’ this, there
remained no doubt to them of their standing before
Joseph, for they could have no other kinsman in
Egypt. They therefore fell down before him and
cried, ¢ Thou art our brother Joseph ; forgive us!”

“You have nothing to fear from me,”replied Joseph,
“and 'Allah, the merciful, will also be gracious and
pardon you. But rise, and go up quickly to our
five garments, one over the other ; but when he was angry his
heart swelled so much that his five garments burst open. Joseph
also cried so terribly, that one of the pillars of his house fell in,

and was changed into sand. Then Judah said, ¢ He is valiant,
like one of us.’” — Midrash, pp. 46, 47.
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father, and bring him hither. Take my garment
with you; cn.st it over his face, and his blindness will
pass away.”

Scarcely had they left the capital of Egypt,
when the wind carried the fragrance of Joseph’s
garment to their father, and when Judah, who was
hastening in advance of his brothers, gave it to him,
his eyes were opened again.* They now departed
together for Egypt. Joseph came out to meet them,
and, having embraced - his father, exclaimed, “Lord,
thou hast now fulfilled my dreams, and given me
great power! Creator of heaven and earth, be thou
my support in this world and the future! Let me
die the death of a Moslem, and be gathered to the
rest of the pious!”.

" Neither Jacob nor J oseph left Egypt any more;
.and both ordained in their testaments, that they
should be buried in Canaan by the side of Abraham,
which was also done. May the peace of Allah be
with them!

* The Jewish legend relates, that when the brothers learned
Joseph's safety, they were unwilling to communicate it to their
father, fearing the violent effects of sudden joy.

But the daughter of Asher, Jacob's grandchild, took her harp
and sung to him the story of Joseph's life and greatness; and
her beautiful music ealined his spirit.  Jacob blessed her, and
she was taken into Paradise without having tasted death.—E.T'
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MOSES AND AARON.

WHEN the time had come in which Allah again
designed to send a prophet on the earth, Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt, had three dreams in oue night. In his
first dream he heard a voice which called, * Pharaoh,
repent! The end of thy dominion is at haud, for a
youth of a foreign tribe shall humble thee and thy
people before the whole world.” The king awoke,
disturbed by his dream, but after a short time he fell
asleep again, and there appeared to hini a lion, *hich
threatened to tear a man in pieces. The man was only
armed with a rod, but stood still calmly until the
lion rushed on him, when he struck it a single blow
with his rod, and flung it dead into the Nile.  The
king awoke, more disturbed than before, and was only
able to sleep again towards morning: but scarcely
had he closed his eyes, when he saw Asia, his virtu-
ous wife, riding through the air on a winged horse.
The horse flew towards heaven; but she cried to him
a last farewell, whereupon the earth split open under
his fect, and swallowed him up. Pharaoh sprung up
from his couch as soon as he awoke, and summoned
Haman, his vizier, commanding him to call together
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immediately all the magicians, the soothsayers, and
astrologers of his capital. When they, many thou-
sands in number, were assembled in the largest hall
of the royal palace, Pharaoh ascended the throne,
and told his dreams with a tremulous voice; but, al-
though their interpretation was clear to every one in
the whole assembly, no one ventured to avow the
truth unto the king: Yet the latter divining from
their ghastly looks what was passing within them,
commanded the chief of the astrologers not to conceal
- any thing, and assured him beforehand of his grace,
though he should predict the worst.
¢ Most mighty king!” said the chief of the astro-
logers, a man of nine-and-ninety years of age, whose
silvery beard reached down to his breast, it never
‘was go difficult to thy servant to obey thy commands
a8 at the present moment, when I am forced to predict
to thee the greatest calamity. One of thy slaves of
the. daughters of Israel will bear a son, or has per-
haps already born him, who shall hurl thee and
thy ‘people into the lowest abyss.” At these words
Pharaoh began to weep aloud: he tore his crown from
his head, rent his robes, and struck his breast and face
with clenched fists. *All who were present wept with
him; yet no one presumed to speak a word of con-
solation. At last Haman, the vizier, stepped forward
and said, ¢ Great king, my fidelity and attachment are
known to thee. Pardon, therefore, thy slave, if he has
the boldness to blame thy dejection and to suggest a
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plan which will frustrate the fulfilment of thy visions.
As yet the power is in thy hand, and, if thou wilt but
use it unsparingly, so shalt thow put to shame all the
interproters of thy dream. Let all the children that
are born this year, and all women that are with child,
be immediately put to death, and thou mayest defy the
apprehended peril.”* Pharaoh followed this cruel
counsel. Seven thousand children of one year and
under were strangled forthwith, and as many women
with child thrown into the Nile.t

One night, when Amram, an Israelite, who was one
of Pharaoh’s viziers, was as usual in attendance on the
king, the angel Gabriel appeared to him bearing on

* “Here the Mussulman legend differs from the Tal-
mud, according to which Bileam gave this counsel. Job was
silent; and Jethro, the king’s third counsellor, endeavoured to
dissuade the king from violence. Bileam was therefore de-
stroyed by the Israelites. Job was led into temptation, and
suffered greatly for his silence ; but Jethro, who, on account of
his clemency, was forced to flee into Midian, was rewarded by
becoming the father-in-law of Moses.” — Midrash, p. 52.

1 “In the year 130, after the settlement of the Israelites in
Egypt, Pharaoh dreamt of an aged man who was holding a
balance in his right hand. In one of its scales he placed all the
sages and nobles of Egypt, and a little lamb in the other ; and it
outweighed them all.,

"¢ Pharaoh was amazed at the weight of the lamb, and told his
dream on the following morning to his attendants. - They were
terrified ; and one of them said, * This dream forbodes a great
affliction which one of the children of Israel will bring upon
Egypt. If it please the king, let us issue a royal edict, com-
manding every male child of Hebrew parents to be slain at its
birth. The king did as he was advised. " —Midrash, p.51.
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one of his wings Johabed, Amram’s wife, the daugh-
ter of Jaser. He laid her down ncar Pharaoh, who
was sunk in a deep sleep, and snored like a slaughtered
bull ; and Gabriel said to Amram, ¢ The hour is come
when the messenger .of Allah shall appear!” He
vanished after having spoken these words, and left
Johabed with Amram until the rising of the morning
star. - Then he carried her back on his wings to her
dwelling before Pharaoh awoke. :

That night the king had the same dreams again
which had so much disturbed him before.

As soon as he awoke he summoned Amram, and
again commanded him to convene the interpreters of
dreams. But he had scarcely uttered the word,
when the chief of the astrologers begged for admit-
tance. Pharaoh welcomed him, and inquired what
had led him so early to the palace?

« Regard for thy throne and for thy life,” an-
swered the. astrologer. ¢ I read last night in the
stars that the lad who shall one day deprive thee of
life and empire has been conceived. I could there-
fore_scarcely await the morning star to inform thee
of this sad occurrence. Possibly thou mayest suc-
ceed in discovering the man who, notwithstanding thy
prohibition and thy sage precautions, has found
means of frustrating thy design.”

* Pharaoh was the rather disposed to credit the as-
trologer, since the repetition of his dream indicated
the same. He therefore reproached Amram for not
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having adopted better measures, which might have
rendered impossible the transgression of his com-
mands. L
But Amram said, “ Pardon thy servant if he ven-.
ture to doubt the infallibility of this master’s inter-
pretation, but the measures which I have adopted,
and executed under my own inspection, are of that
sort, that on this occasion it is quite incomprehensible
to me. Yesterday, as soon as I had left the royal
palace, I betook myself to the other side of the river,
and, summoning all the men of Israel, threatened
with death him who should under any pretext what-
ever remain behind. Nevertheless, to make sure that,"
if any one had remained concealed in his dwell-
ing, he should still be separated from his wife, I com-
manded all women to be shut up in another quarter
of the city, which, like the camp of the men, I sur-
rounded with troops, so that no one was able to go
in or out. Meanwhile, I will so act as if I were
persuaded of this astrologer’s statement. If thou
desire it, I shall strangle the women, or subject them
to severer regulations; we shall discover the guilty
one, and destroy her.” But Allah infused compassion
towards the women of Israel into Pharaoh’s heart,
and he contented himself with having them more
rigidly guarded. But these measures, according to
the decision of Allah, proved abortive ; for, as Amram
was not permitted to move out of the royal palace,
Haman did not in the least suspect Johabed, and
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madé her an exception from the common rule, as she
was the vizier’s wife,. Within a twelvemonth from
that time Johabed gave birth to a man child, whom
she called Musa (Moses) She was dehvered without
a pain,*

" But the sorrow of her heart was the greater when
she cast her eyes on the little child, whose face
beamed like the moon in her splendour, and thought
of his death, which was drawing nigh, Yet Moses
rose, and said, . * Fear nothmg, my mother; the God
of Abraham is with us.” : :

In the night when Moses was born the idols in all
the temples of Egypt were dashed down. Pharaoh
heard a voice in his dream, which called to him,
 Turn to the only God, the Creator of heaven and
earth, or thy destruction is inevitable.” In the
morning the astrologer appeared again, and announced
to Pharaoh the birth of the lad who would one day

* On these words, “ And she saw that the child was fair,”
the Midrash offers the following reflection : — “The learned
maintain that at the birth of Moses there appeared a light which
shone over the whole world, for in the account of the creation
we have the same phrase : ¢ The Lord saw the light that it was

good.' »

It is somewhat difficult to apprehend the precise point of
the Rabbis. At the creation of the light it is snid Gop saw the
light that it was good. The subject of which it was predicated
that it was good, then shone over the whole world. Hence it is
argued, that, as the same predicate is applied to Moses' face,
it must follow that it shone with similar brightness. This isno
bad specimen of Rabbinical logic. — E. T. :
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be his destruction. Haman now commanded all
the dwellings of the Israelitish women to be searched
afresh, and made no exception even with Johabed’s,
fearing lest some other woman might have concealed
her child therein.- Johabed had gone out when Ha-
man entered her house, but had previously hid
her child in- the oven, and laid much wood be-
fore it. Finding nothing in the whole house,
Haman commanded the wood in the oven to be
lighted, and went away, saying, “ If there be a
child concealed there, it will ‘be consumed.” When
Johabed returned, and saw the blazing fire, she
uttered a frightful cry of woe; but Moses called
to her, “Be calm, my mother; Allah has given the
fire no power over me.” But as the vizier frequently
repeated his visits, and Johabed feared lest he might
one day have the wood removed, instead of lighting
the oven, she resolved to entrust her child to the
Nile rather than to expose it to the danger of
being discovered by Haman. She obtained, there-
fore, a little ark from Amram, laid Moses in it, and
carried it to the river at midnight; but passing a
sentinel, she was stopped, and asked what the ark
contained which she carried under her arm. - At
that instant the earth opened under the sentinel’s
feet, and engulphed him up to his neck ; and there
came a voice out of the earth, which said, ¢ Let this
woman depart unharmed; nor let thy tongue betray
what thy eycs have seen, or thou:art a child of
P
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death.,” The soldier shut his eycs in token of obe-
dience, for his neck was -alrcady so compressed that
he could not speak, and as soon as Johabed had
passed on, the earth vomited him forth again.
When she arrived at the place on the shore where
she designed to conceal the ark among the rushes,
she beheld a huge black serpent— it was Iblis, who
placed himself in her way in this form, with the in-
tention of staggering her resolve. Affrighted, she
started back from the vile reptile ; but Moses called
to her from the ark, ¢ Be without fear, my mother ;
pass on: my presence shall chase away this serpent.”
At these words Iblis vanished. Johabed, then opening
the ark once more, pressed Moses to her heart, closed
it, and laid it weeping and sobbing among 'the
reeds, in hopes that some compassionate Egyptian
woman would come and take it up.. But asshe depart-
ed, she heard a voice from heaven exclaim, ¢ Be not
cast down, oh wife of Amram ! we will bring back thy
son to thee ; he is the elected messenger of Allah.”
To manifest the weakness of human machina-
tions against that which the Kalam has written on
the heavenly tablets of fate, Allah had ordained
that the child now at the mercy of the floods
should be saved by Pharaol’s own family. Hc com-
-manded, thercfore, as soon as Johabed had left
the Nile, that. the angel who was set over the
waters should float the ark in which Moses lay,
into the ' canal which united Pharaoh’s palace
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with the river. For, on account of his leprous
daughters, to whom his physicians had prescribed
bathing in the Nile, he had constructed a canal, by
which the water of that river was guided into a large
basin in the midst of the palace gardens. The eldest
of the seven princesses first discovered the little ark,
and carried it to the bank to open it. On her re-
moving the lid, there beamed a light upon her which
her eyes were not able to endure. She cast a veil
.over Moses, but at that instant her own face, which
hitherto had been covered with scars and sores of all
the most hideous colours imaginable, shone like the
moon in its brightness and purity, and her sisters
exclaimed in amazement, “ By what means hast thou
been so suddenly freed from leprosy ?”*

¢ By the miraculous power of this child,” replied
the eldest. “ The glance which beamed upon me
when I beheld it unveiled has chased away the im-
purity of my body, as the rising sun scatters the
gloom of night.”

The six sisters, one after the other, now lifted the
veil from Moses’ face, and they too became fair as if
they had been formed of the finest silver. The eldest

* The daughter of Pharaoh went to the river, for she was a
leper, and not permitted to use warm baths; but she was healed
as soon as she stretched out her hand to the crying infant, whose
life she preserved. She said within herself, “ He will live to be a
man; and whoever preserves a life is like the saviour of a world.”
For this cause also she obtained the blessings of the life to
come, — Midrash, p.51.
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then took the ark on her head, and carried it to her
mother Asia, relating to her in how miraculous a
manner both she and her sisters had been healed.

Asia took Moses from the ark, and brought him to
Pharaoh, followed by the seven princesses. Pharaoh
started involuntarily when Asia entered his chamber,
and his heart was filled with dark presentiments; —
besides, it was not customary for his women to come
to him uninvited. But his face regained its cheerful-
ness when he beheld the seven princesses, whose
beauty now surpassed all their contemporaries.

¢ 'Who are these maidens ?” he inquired of Asia.
“ Are they slaves whom some tributary prince has
sent to me?”

¢ They are thy daughters, and here upon my arm
is the physician who has cured them of their leprosy.”

She then narrated to the king how the princesses
had found Moses, and how they had recovered from
their distemper on beholding him.

Pharaoh was transported with joy, and for the first
time in his life embraced his beloved daughters. But
after a little while his features were overcast again,
and he said to Asia, * This child must not live : who
knows whether his mother be not an Israelite, and
he the child of whom both my dreams, as well as my
astrologers, have foreboded me so much evil ?”

¢ Dost thou still believe in idle dreams, the mere
whispers of Satan, and in the still more idle inter-
pretations given by men who boast of reading the
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future in the stars? Hast thou not slain the young
mothers of Israel and their children,and even searched
their houses?  Besides, will it not always be in thy
power to destroy this fragilo being? Mecanwhile, take
it to thy palace, in gratitude for the miraculous cure
of thy daughters.”

The seven princesses seconded the prayers of Asia,
until Pharaoh relented, permitting the child to be
brought up in the royal palace. Scarcely had he
pronounced the words of grace, when Asia hastened
back to her apartments with the child, and sent for
an Egyptian nurse; but Moses thrust her away, for
it was not the will of the Highest that he should
receive nourishment from a worshipper of idols.*
Asia commanded another nurse to be brought; but
hor also, as well a8 a third one, Moscs would not em-
brace. On the following morning the queen made
knpwn that any woman, who would engage to
nurse a strange child for a handsome remuneration,
should repair to the royal palace. After this the
entire court of the castle was filled with women and
maidens, many of whom had come from curiosity only.
Among the latter was Kolthum (Miriam), the sister

* From these words, his sister said to the daughters of
Pharaoh, “Shall I call a Hebrew nurse?” We may conclude,
that they had taken him (Moses) to all the Egyptian women,
but that he refused to reccive food from them, for he thought,
¢ Shall the lips which are destined to speak with the Shekinah
touch that which is unclean ?" — Midrask, p. 51.
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of Moses. When she heard that the child had been
found in an ark floating on the water, and that it still
refused to take nourishment, she ran quickly, and
told her mother. Johabed hastened to the palace,
and was announced to Asia as a nurse, for the
severe regulations against the Israelitish women were
now removed. Moses scarcely boheld his mother,
when he stretched out his arms towards her, and
as he embraced her immediately, she was engaged as
a nurse for the space of two years. After the ex-
piration of that time, Asia sent her away with
many rich presents, but kept Moses with her, -
intending to adopt him as her son, since she had
no male descendants. Pharaoh himself became daily
more attached to the child, and often spent whole
hours together in playing with him. One day,
— Moses was then in his fourth year, — while
Pharaoh was playing with him, he took the
crown from the king’s head, and throwing it on
the ground, thrust it away with his foot. The king’s
suspicion was roused afresh: enraged he ran to Asia,
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