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HER.

Certeine porcions of the ftoric of Efther,whichare
founde in fome Greke and Latintranflations.

Which follow the tenth chapter.:

HEN Moardocheus faid,
God hathe done thefe
things,

For I remembera drea-
me,which I fawe concer
*Aning thefe matters ,and
there was nothing there-

of omitted,

6 Alitle fountaine whichbecame a flood,
and was alight,and as the funne , & as mu-
chewater,thisflood wasEfther whome the
King maried,and made Quene.

v Andthetwo dragons are Land Aman.

8 And che people arethey that are allem-
bled to deftroye the name of the Iewes,

s Andmy peopleis Ifracl, which cryed to
God,and are faued:forthe Lord hathe fa-
ued his pcople,and the Lord hathe deliue-
red vs from allthefe euils,znd God hathe
wroght fignes , and great wonders, which
hauc not bene done among the Gentiles.

1o Therefore hathe he made two lottes,one
for the people of God, ang another for all
the Gentiles,

1 And thefe two lottes camebefore God
for all nations, at the houre and time ap-
pointed,and inthe day of indgement,

n So Godremembred his owne people, &
tuftifizd his inheritance.

13 Thercfore thofedayes thalbe vnto thé
inthe meneth Adar§ fortenth and fifcéth

* dayofthe fame moneth,withznaflemblie
andioyc, and with gladnes before God,
according to the gencerations foreuera-
mong his people.

. CHAP. XI

1 Y N thefourthyere ofthe reigne of Pro-

lomeus and Clcopatra Dofitheus,who
faid he was a Pricft and Lenite, and Pro-

- lomcus his fonne, that broght the former
lecters of * Phrurai, which thei faid Lyfi -
machus the fonne of Prolomeus,which
was at Lerufalem,interpreted,

2 Inthe fecond yere of the reigne of great

Artaxcrxes inthe firft day of the moneth

Nifan Mardocheus the fonne of larus,the
fonne of Semeithe funne of Cis of the
tribe of Eeniamin had a dreame,

3 ATlewedwellinginthecitie of Sufis,ano
bleman,thacbare office in § Kings courr.

4 Hewas alfo one of the captivitie which
Nabuchodonofor the King of Babylon

roght from Jerufalem with Iechenias.
§ And this washis dreame, Beholde anoice

of atempeft with thunders,and earth qua-
kes,and vproarein the land.

6 Beholde two great dragonscame forthe
ready to fight one againftanother.

7 Their crye was great, whereby all the
heathen were ready to fight againft the
rightcous people.

8 And the fame day was ful of darkenes &
obfcuritie,&trouble,& anguifh:yea,aducr
fitie,and great afflictid was vpon§ earth.

9 Forthen'the righteous fearing their affii-
ions, were amafed, and being ready to
dye,cryedvnro God.

10 And whilethey were crying,the litle wel
greweinto a great riucr,-and flowed ouer
with great waters.

it The light & the funne rofe vp,& § low-
lie wereexalted,& deuoured the glorious.

12 Now when Mardocheus had fene this
dreame;he awoke and rofe vp and thoght
inhisheart votil § night,whatGod wolde
do, & fo ke defired to know all the matter.

CHAP. XIL
1 T the fime time dwelt Mardocheus
in the Kings court with Bagathas,
and Thara,che Kings cunuches & kepers
of the palace.

2 *But whenhe heard their purpofe, and
their imaginacids,he perceined that they
went about to lay their hands vpon the
King Artaxerxes, and fo he certified the
King thereof.

3 Thencaufed the King to examine y two
eunuches with torments, and when' they
had confefled it,they were pur to-death.

4 This the King caufd to be putin the
Chronicles . Mardocheus alfo wrote the
famething.

s So rhe King c6maded that Mardocheus
fhulde rema:n: inthe court,and for the
aducreifement,he gaue bim a rewarde.

6 ButAmaithe fonne of Amadathus § Aga-
gite,w was in greac honourand reputacid
with the King, went about to hurt Mar-
docheus & his people,becaule of the two
eunuches of y King ¥ were put to death,

CHAP. XTIL ,

1 The copic of the letters of Artaxerxes agasnft the
Tewes, & The praycr cf Mardocheus.

1 Hecopic of the letcers was this, The

great King Artaxerxaswriteththef

things to §princes &gourrnours v are vo-

derhim from India varo ithiopiain an

hundrech -and feucn and twétie prouinces.
LliLii.
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Efther.

32 When I was made lord ouer manic pee-
ple, & had fubdued the whole earth vato
my dominion, Iwolde not exalte my felf
by the reafon of my power,but purpofed:
with equitie alway and gételn¢s to gouer-
nemy fubiedts, and wholy to fecthem in
a peaceablelife, and thereby to bring my
kingdome vnto triquilitie,chat mé might
fafely go thorow oneuerie fide, and to rc-
new peace againe,which allmen defire,

‘ 3 Nowwhen Iafked my counfelers how

thefe things might be broght to pafleyone-

that was conuerfant with vs, of excellent
. wildoe , and conftant in good wil,and
thewcd him felf to be of fure fidelitie,
which had the feconde placein che king-
dome,euen Aman,
4 D:clared varovs,that inallnacis there

_~was fcatered abroade a rebellious people, .

that had Lawes contrarie to all people,

" and haue alway difpifed che commande-

ments of Kings, and fo that this general

empire,that we haue begonne,cannot be
gouerned without offence,

5

~ rie man,vfing ftrange and other mancr of
lawes, and hauing an euil opinion of our
doings, and go aﬁout to ftablithe wicked
matters , thae our kingdome fhulde not
come to good cftate,

€ Therefore haue we commanded,thatall

. they thatare appointedin writing vato
you by Aman(whichisordeined oucr the

affaires,& is as our feconde father )(hal all
wirh their wiues and childré be deftroyed
and rooted outwith the fworde of cheir
enemies without all mercie,and thac none
be fpared the forcenth day of the tweifth
moneth Adar of this yere,

« Thatthey which of olde, and now alfo
haue euer bent rebellious,may in oneday
with violence be thrufie downe into the
hell,tothe intente that afeer chistime our

. affairesmay be without troubles, and wel
gouernad in all pointes.

8 Then Mardocheus thoght vpon all the
workes and of the Lord, and made his
prayer voto him, <

9 Saying,O Lord,Lord,the King almigh-
tie (for allchings areinthy power) and
if thou hatt appointed ro faue Ifrael, the-
re is ne man that can withitande chee.

to For thou hift made heauen and eatch,
and allthe wonderous things vnder the
heauen.

st Thou art Lord of all things, and there is
f1o man that can refift chee, which art the
Lord. -

i Thouknoweft all things, & thou know-
¢ft,Lotd,that it was nether of malice , nor
prefumption,nor for anie defive of glorie,

that 1 did this, and not bowe downeto

Seing now we perceiuc, that this people .
. alone are altogcther contrarie vato eue-

proude Aman, ,

13 For I wolde haucbene citent with good
wilfor the faluation of Ifrael, to hauckift
the fole of his fete., 2

14 BurIdid it,becaufe I wolde not prefer-
rethe honour of a manaboue the glorie
of God,and woldec not worfhip anie but
cnely thee,my Lord,and chis have Inot
done of pride.

15 Andtherefore,8 Lord God and King,
haue mercie vponthy people : forchey i~
magine how thei may bring vs to naughe, -
yea, they wolde deftroyetheinheritance,

- that hathe bene thine fr6 the beginning..

16 Difpife not the porcion, which thou
haft delivered out of Egype for thine
owne [cif.,

17 Heare my prayer, and be m-zciful vnto

thy porticn: turncour forowe intoicye,

that we may liue, 8 Lord, and praife thy

Name:fhut not the mouthes of them chat

praife chee. ‘

18 AllIfrael in like maner cryed moflteear-

neftly vntothe Lord ,becaufe that death

was before their eyes.
CHAP. XIIIL

The prayer of Either for the deliuerance of her.and

her people.
VeneEfther alfo, being in danger
of death,reforted vnto the Lord,
And laid away her glorious ap
patel,and put en the garments of fighing,
and mourning. In the ftead of precious
omtement,fhe fcacered afhes, and dongue
vponher head:and fhe bumbled herbodie
greatly with fafting, and all the places
of her ioye filled fhe with the heere that
fhe plulte of. '

3 And fhe prayed vnto the Lord God of
Ifrael,faying, O my Lord, thou onely are
our King:heipe me defolaze womd, which
haut no help:r but thee.

4 For mydangerisat hand, .

s Frd my youth vp I hauc heardin thekin-
red of my facher,that thou, 8 Lord, rokeft
Ifras] from among all people, and our fa-
thers from their predeceflours fora per- -
petual inheritance , and thou haft per-
formed that which thou didcft promife
them. '

6 Now Lrrd,wehaue finned before thees
therefore haft thou giuen vsintothe hids

- of our cnemies.

9 Becaulc we worfhipped their gods, &
Lord,thcu art righteous.

8 Neuertheles, it faciffiechthemnot, thae
we arc in bitter capriuitie,butthey haue
ftroken hands with their idoles,

9 Thatthei wil abolith the thing that thou
with thy mouth haft ordeined, & deftroye
thine inheritance, to fhut vp the mouthe
of them that praife chee, and to quence

- the glorie of chy téple, and of thine altar,

1o And
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10 And to open the mouthes of the hea-

- thenythat they may praife the power of the

idoles,and tomagnific a flefhlie King for
euer.

n O Lord,giue not thy fcepter vato them
that be nothing,left thei laugh vs to fcor-
ne in our miferie ;. butturne their deuife
vpon them fclues ,and makehim anex-
ample, that hathe begonne the fame a-
gainit vs.

12 Thinke vpon vs, 8 Lord, and fhiwe
thy £:1f vato vs inthe time of our diftref-
fe,and firengthen me,6 King of gods,and
Lordof allpower.

13_Giue mzan eloquét fpeache in my mouth
before the Lion : turne his heart to hate
our eriemie,to deftroye him, and all fuche
as confent vato him. .

14 But deliver vs withthine hand, and hel-
pe me that am (olitarie, which haue no de-
fence butonely chee.

15 Thou knoweft all things, 8 Lord:thou

- know.ft, that I hate the gloric of the vn-
righteous, & chat I abhorre the bed of the
vacircumcifed,and of all the heathen.

16 Thouknoweft my necefsitie: for I hate
this token of my preeminence, which I
beare vpé minchead, what time as I muft
fhewe my f¢lf,8& that I abhorre it as a mé-
ftruous cloth, & that I weare it not when
Iamalone by my felf,

17 Andthat I thine hand maide haue not
eaten at Amans table, and that I haue had
no pleafurein the Kings fealt, nor drun-

ke the wine o f the drinke offrings,

88 And that I thine hand maide haue no
ioye fence the day that T was broght he-
ther, vntilthis day,but inthee, 6 Lord

. God of Abraham.

19 O thou mightie God aboue all, heare
the voyce of them, that haue none other
hope, and deliuer vs out of the hand of
;_he wicked , and deliuer me out of my

eare.

CHAP. XV,

¢ Mardocheus moueth Efther to go in to the King and
make intercefiion for ber people. o Andfhc perfor-
-meth his requeft.

) MArdocﬁeus alfo bade Efth:r to go

invnto the King, and pray for her
people,and for her countrey.

3 Remember,faith he,the daies of thy lowe
eftate,how thouwaft nourithed vnder mi-
ne hand : for Aman which isnext vato
the King,hathe giuen fentence of death a-

ainft vsi

3 Callthou therefore vpon the Lord, and
fpeake for vs vato the King,and deliuer vs
from death. .

4 And vpun the thirde day when fhe had

. ended her praycr, fhe laid away the mour-
ning garments, and puton her glorious
apparel, ‘
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5 Andde&e her felf goodly , after that The
had called vpon God , which is the behol-
der and (auiour of all things, & toke two

" handmaides with her.

6 Vpontheone the leaned het fclf, as one

that was tender. ‘

7 Andtheother followed her, and bare the
traine of her vefture,

8 The fhine of her beautie made her face

. vofe coloured : and her face was chearful
& amiable, but her heart was forow ful for
great feare. '

9 Then fhewent inthorow all the dores,
and ftode beforethe King, and the King
fate vpon his royal throne , & was clothed
in his goodlie araye,all glictering with
golde and precious ftoncs , and he was ve-
ry terrible.

to Thinheliftvp his face,that fhone with
maicftie,and loked tizrcely vpon her : the~
refor: th: Quene fel downe, :nd was pale
and fainc and leaned her felf vpé the head
of the maide,that wentwith her.

1 Neucreheles,God turned the Kings min
dey hewas gentle,who being careful,leas
ped out of his throne , and toke herin his

armes,til fhe came to her {e1f againe: and .

comforted her with louing wordes,and
faid,

12 Efther,what is the matter: L am thy bro-
thet,be of good cheare,

13 Thou fhalt not dye: for our commande-
ment toucheth th: cdmons, and not chee.
Come nere.

14 And fo he helde vp his golden fceptre,8
laid it vpon her n:cke,

15 And kiffed her, and (aid, T alke with me.

16 Then faid the, I fawe thee, 6lord ,asan
Angel of God,& mine hearc was troubled
for feare of thy maieftie,

t7 For wonderful artithou, 8 lord , and thy
face is ful of grace. '

18 Andas (h-wasthus fpeaking vato him,
fhe fel downe againe for faintnes.

19 Thenthe King wastroubled , and all his
feruants comforted her.

CHAP., XVI

Thecopic of the letters of Artaxerses , Whereby be véuo-
keth thofe whichhe firft fins forthe.

X TH: great King Arcaxerxes,which
. X reigneth from [ndia vnto Ethiopia,
ouer an hundrcth and feuen and twentie
prouinces, fendeth vato the princes and
rulers that haue the charge of our affaires,
Salutation. ,

3 There be many that through the goodnes
of Princes and henour giuen vato them,
become very proude,

3 And indeuoure not onelye to hurt our
fubiets, but not content to liue in wealth,
do alfo imaginc deftru&tion againft chofe
that do them good,

4 Andtakenotonely all thikefulnes away

” Liiliii,
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Wifdome

frommen, but in pride & prefumption,as

they that be vamindeful of benefites,thei
- thinketoefcape the vengeance of God,

that feeth all things, & is c6rrarie to euil.

s And oft times manie, which be fet inof- -

fice, and vnto whome their. friends cau-
. fesare committed,by vaine intifemées do
wrappe them in calamiries,that cannot be
remedied:for thei make them partakers of
innocent blood, . :

-6 And difeeitfully abu,fe’the fimplicitie,&

gentlenes of princes with lying cales.

7 This may be proued notonely by olde
hiftories,but alfoby thofe things that are
before our eyes,and are'wickedly commit

_ted of fuche peftilencesasare not worthie
- to beare rule.
8 Therefore we muit take hede hereafter,

. thatwemay make § kingdome peaceable

for allmé, what chage fo euer fhal come,

9 And difcerne thethings that are before
our eyes,to withftand thé with gentlenes.

15 For Aman, aMacedonian, the {onne of
Amadathus;being in dede afiriger from
the Perfians blood , and farre from our
goodnes,was receiued of vs,

1t And hathe proued the friendfhip that

- we beare towarde allnations , fo that he
was called our father, and was honored of
euerie man-, as the next perfone vnro
the King. .

12 But he coldenot vfe him felf foberly
inthis great dignitie,but wét about to de-
priue vs of the kingdome, & of our life.

13 Withmanifolde difceite alfo hathe he
defired to deftroye Mardocheus our prefer

~ uer,which hath done vs good in all chigs,
and innocent Efther the partaker of our
kingdome,with all her nation.

"4 Forhis minde was (when he had taken

3.King.3.3:
ifa. 36,1

Desss.29-
- 24br0sssde

them out of the way) to lay waite for vs, -

and by this meanes to tranflate the king-
dome of the Perfians voto them of Ma-

of Salomon.

cedonia, ,

15 Butwe finde that the Iewes(which were
accufed of this mofte wicked ma that thei
might be deftroyed)areno euil doersbut

vie mofte iuft Lawes, ’

16 Andthat theybe § children ofthe mofte
high and almightic and euer liuing Ged,
by whome the kingdome hathe bene pre-
ferued vnto vs, and our progenitours in
verie good ordre. -

17 Wherefore ye thal do wel, if ye do not
put inexecution thofe letters, that Aman
the fonne of Amadathus did write vnto
you.

18 For he that inuented them,higeth ac Su-
fis before the gates with all his familie, &
God(which hathe all things in his power)
hathe fpedely rewarded bim after his de-
fetuing, L :

19 Therefore ye thal publifhe the copie of
this letter in all places,that the Iewes may
frely liue after their owne Lawes.

20 And ye (hal aide them,that vpon the thir
tenth day of thetwelfth moneth Adar thei
may be aduenged of them,which in the
time of their trouble wolde haue oppref-
fed them. .

at Foralmightie God hathe turned to ioye
the day, whereinthe chofen people fhulde
haue perifhed.

22 Moreouer, among other folemne daies
ye fhal kepe this day with all gladnes,

23 That bothe now & intimetocome this
day may be a remébrance of deliverice for
vsand all fuche as louethe profperitie of
the Perfians, but a remébrance of deftric-
tionto thofe thatbe fedicious vntovs,

24 Thersforeall cities and countreis that
do not this, fhal horribly be deftroyed
with fworde and fyre, and hal not onely
not be inhabited of men , but bt abhorréd
allo of the wilde beaftes and foules for
euer. :

" THE WISDOME

| of - Salomon,

. CHAP. 1.

" wvnto fuche as benot vofaithful vato himy

2 Hove weoght to fearche and enquire after God. 2 Who 3+ For wicked thoghts feperate from God:

be thife that finde bim. s The holy Goff. 8.12 We oght
#0 flee from backbyting and murmuring. 12 Whersof
death cometh. 15 Righteoufnes & varighteonfues.

v SR IGEN Oue* righteoufhies , ye

that be Iudges of the
1 B &6 %/ carth:thinke reuerently
i 13 @) of the Lord,& feke him
by ¢ in fimplicitie of heart.

2 Pmoelud! & *For hewil be founde
of them that tempte him not,& appeareth

and bis powerwhen itis tryed, reproucth
the vawife, )

4 Becaufe wifdome can not enterintoawics
ked heare, nor dwell ini the bedy that is fub
ie& vnto finne. i

5 For the holy* Spirit of difcipline‘ﬂccth Zer-guza.

from difceit,& withdraweth bim felf from
the thoghts y are without vnderftanding,
and isrebuked when wickednes cometh, -

6 Forthe Spirit of wifdome *is louing, and §4hs:s2¢



