Wifdome

frommen, but in pride & prefumption,as

they that be vamindeful of benefites,thei
- thinketoefcape the vengeance of God,

that feeth all things, & is c6rrarie to euil.

s And oft times manie, which be fet inof- -

fice, and vnto whome their. friends cau-
. fesare committed,by vaine intifemées do
wrappe them in calamiries,that cannot be
remedied:for thei make them partakers of
innocent blood, . :

-6 And difeeitfully abu,fe’the fimplicitie,&

gentlenes of princes with lying cales.

7 This may be proued notonely by olde
hiftories,but alfoby thofe things that are
before our eyes,and are'wickedly commit

_ted of fuche peftilencesasare not worthie
- to beare rule.
8 Therefore we muit take hede hereafter,

. thatwemay make § kingdome peaceable

for allmé, what chage fo euer fhal come,

9 And difcerne thethings that are before
our eyes,to withftand thé with gentlenes.

15 For Aman, aMacedonian, the {onne of
Amadathus;being in dede afiriger from
the Perfians blood , and farre from our
goodnes,was receiued of vs,

1t And hathe proued the friendfhip that

- we beare towarde allnations , fo that he
was called our father, and was honored of
euerie man-, as the next perfone vnro
the King. .

12 But he coldenot vfe him felf foberly
inthis great dignitie,but wét about to de-
priue vs of the kingdome, & of our life.

13 Withmanifolde difceite alfo hathe he
defired to deftroye Mardocheus our prefer

~ uer,which hath done vs good in all chigs,
and innocent Efther the partaker of our
kingdome,with all her nation.

"4 Forhis minde was (when he had taken
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them out of the way) to lay waite for vs, -

and by this meanes to tranflate the king-
dome of the Perfians voto them of Ma-

of Salomon.

cedonia, ,

15 Butwe finde that the Iewes(which were
accufed of this mofte wicked ma that thei
might be deftroyed)areno euil doersbut

vie mofte iuft Lawes, ’

16 Andthat theybe § children ofthe mofte
high and almightic and euer liuing Ged,
by whome the kingdome hathe bene pre-
ferued vnto vs, and our progenitours in
verie good ordre. -

17 Wherefore ye thal do wel, if ye do not
put inexecution thofe letters, that Aman
the fonne of Amadathus did write vnto
you.

18 For he that inuented them,higeth ac Su-
fis before the gates with all his familie, &
God(which hathe all things in his power)
hathe fpedely rewarded bim after his de-
fetuing, L :

19 Therefore ye thal publifhe the copie of
this letter in all places,that the Iewes may
frely liue after their owne Lawes.

20 And ye (hal aide them,that vpon the thir
tenth day of thetwelfth moneth Adar thei
may be aduenged of them,which in the
time of their trouble wolde haue oppref-
fed them. .

at Foralmightie God hathe turned to ioye
the day, whereinthe chofen people fhulde
haue perifhed.

22 Moreouer, among other folemne daies
ye fhal kepe this day with all gladnes,

23 That bothe now & intimetocome this
day may be a remébrance of deliverice for
vsand all fuche as louethe profperitie of
the Perfians, but a remébrance of deftric-
tionto thofe thatbe fedicious vntovs,

24 Thersforeall cities and countreis that
do not this, fhal horribly be deftroyed
with fworde and fyre, and hal not onely
not be inhabited of men , but bt abhorréd
allo of the wilde beaftes and foules for
euer. :

" THE WISDOME

| of - Salomon,

. CHAP. 1.

" wvnto fuche as benot vofaithful vato himy

2 Hove weoght to fearche and enquire after God. 2 Who 3+ For wicked thoghts feperate from God:

be thife that finde bim. s The holy Goff. 8.12 We oght
#0 flee from backbyting and murmuring. 12 Whersof
death cometh. 15 Righteoufnes & varighteonfues.

v SR IGEN Oue* righteoufhies , ye

that be Iudges of the
1 B &6 %/ carth:thinke reuerently
i 13 @) of the Lord,& feke him
by ¢ in fimplicitie of heart.

2 Pmoelud! & *For hewil be founde
of them that tempte him not,& appeareth

and bis powerwhen itis tryed, reproucth
the vawife, )

4 Becaufe wifdome can not enterintoawics
ked heare, nor dwell ini the bedy that is fub
ie& vnto finne. i

5 For the holy* Spirit of difcipline‘ﬂccth Zer-guza.

from difceit,& withdraweth bim felf from
the thoghts y are without vnderftanding,
and isrebuked when wickednes cometh, -

6 Forthe Spirit of wifdome *is louing, and §4hs:s2¢
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wil not abfolue him , § blafphemeth with
his lippes : for God isawitnesof his rei-
nes,and atrue beholder of his heart,and an
hearer of the tongue.

7 FortheSpirit ot the Lord filleth all the
worlde: and che fame that mainteinethall
things,hathe knowledge of the voyce.

8 Thercfore hethat fpeaketh vnrighteous
things,can not be hid: nether thal che iud-
gemznt of reproche let him efcape.

9 Forjnquifici6 (halbe made for the thogh-
tes o" the vngodlie , and the founde of his
wordes fhal comevnto God for the cor-
re&ibn of his iniquities.

10 Tof § eare of icloufie heareth all chings,
and the noyce of the grudgimngs thal not
be higl.

1 Thireforebeware of murmuring,which
profiterh nothing,& refraine your tongue
fromifilander : for there isno worde {o fe-
cretthat fhal go for noghe, & the mouth
that fpeaketh lies,{laieth the foule.

n Sekenot deathinthe errour of your life:
*deft:oyenot your felues thorow the wor-
kes of your owne hands.

13 *For God hathe notmade death, nether
hathe he pleafurein the deftirution of the
lining. .

v4 For he created all things,that thei might
haue their being :and the generacions of
the worlde are preferued, and therc is no
poyfon of deftruétion in chem, & the king-
dome of hell is not vpon earth,

15 For righteoufnes is immortal ,but vn-
righteoufhesbringeth death,

16 And the vngodliecall itvnto them bo-
the with hands and wordes:and while they
thinke to haue a friend of it, they come to
naught : for they are confederate wich it:
therefore are they worthie to be partakers
thereof, :

CHAP. I

The imaginacions and defires of the Wicked & their coun
Jel arainft the fasthful.

1 Or the vngodlie fay , as they falfely

imagine with them felues,* Our life
is fhorte and tedious:and inthe deathof a
man there is no recouerie , necher was any
knowen that hathe returned from the
graue,

2 For we are borne at all aduenture,and we
fhalbe hereafter as thogh we had neuer
bene : for the breth isafmoke inour no-
ftrels,and the wordes as afparke raifed out
of our heart.

3 Which being extinguifhed , the body is
turned into athes, and the fpirit vanifheth
as the foft aire,

4 Our life thal pafle away as thetraceof 2
ciowle, & come to naughe as themift thar
is driuen away with § beaumes of the fun-

. ne,and caft downe with the heat thercof.
Our name alfo fhalbe forgotten in time,
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and noman fhal haue our workes in re-
membrance.

s *Forour rime is as a fhadowe that pafleth
away ,and after our end there is no retur-
ning : for it is faft fealed , fo thac no man
cometh againe.

6 ¥Come therefore, and let vs enioye the Z“;‘*’”' i
pleafures, that are prefent, & let vs chere- ,,,:,,;,:},'
fully vfe the crcatures as in youth, :

7 Let vs fill our felues with coltlie wine
and ointements, and letnot the tloure of
life paficby vs.

8 Letvs crowneour felues with rofe bud-
des aforethey be withered.

9 Let vs all be parcakers of our wanton-
nes:lecvs leaue fome ccken of our plea-
fure in cuerie place:for that is our porci6,
and this is our lotze.

10 Let vsopprefle thepoore ,that is righ-
teous:let vs not fpare the widdowe,nor re-
uerence the whice heeresof the aged,that
haue lived many yeres.

it Let ourftrengeh be the lawe of vorighe
teoufnes: for the thing that is feble, is re~
prouaed as vnproficable.

1z Therefore ler vs defraude the righteous:
for he 1s not for our profize,& he is cdtra-
ric toour doings:he checketh vs for offen
ding againitthe Lawe, and blameth vs as
tranfgreflours of difcipline.

13 Iie maketh hisboafte to bave the know-
ledge of God: and he calleth him felf the
fonne of the Lord. ’

14 Heismade*to reproue our thoglts. Loh.7,7.

15 It grieueth vs alfo to loke ¥vpon him:for ;ﬁ"f”"' )
his [ife is not like other mens: his waiesa-~ * ~ %
re of another facion.

16 He counteth vs as baftardes,and he with-
draweth him felf fromour waies as from
filthines: he commendeth greatly the lac-
ter end of the iuft,and boaftech that God
is his father. o

17 Letvs fethenif his wordesbecrue:let vs
proue what end he fhal haue.

18 For if che righteous md be the* fonne of B/.22.9.
God, he wil helpe him, & deliucr him frg ™4%27:43
the hands of his enemies. _

19 Let vs* examine him with rebukes and Zere.rrzg,
torméts, that we may knowe his mekenes.
and proue his pacicnce. '

20 Let vs condemne him vnto a thameful
death : for he (hal be preferued ashe him
felf faich.

1 Suche things do they imagine ,and go
aftraye : for their owne wickednes hathe
blinded them. :

22 Andthey donot vnderftid the myfteries
of God , nether hope forthe rewa de of
righteoufnes,nor can difcerne the honour

- ofthe foules that are fauteles. .

233 ForGod created man without corrup- Gen.r.27.
tion, and made himafter the*image of ¢ 27

. hisowne likenes, G
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24 *Neugrtheéles, thorow enuy of the denil  nether comfort in the ddy of .try:tl’.

came death into the worlde: and they that
holde of hisfide,proue it.

CHAP. IIL ;
2 The conwerfacion and affivance of the righteous. 7 The
rewarde of the fasthful. 11 Whs ave msferable.
't Y Ve the *foules of the righteous are
_1 ) inthe hand of God , and no torment
fhal touche them. : ;

2 *Inthe fight of the vawife thei appeared
.to dyc,and their end wasthoght gricuous,

3 And their departing from vs,dcitruétion,

. but they are in pgace.
4 And thogh they fuffer paine before men,
. yecis¥cheir hope ful of immortalitie.

s They are punifhed, but in fewe things,
yetin many things fhal they be wel re-
warded:*for God prousththem, & findcth

- them mete for him felf.

6 Hetryeththemasthegolde in the forna
ce, and receiueth them asa perfe& frute
offting.

7 ¥Andin thetime of their vifion they thal

.fhine, and runne through as the fparkes a-
mong the ftubble.

8. They*(hal iudge the nacions, and haue
.dominionouer the people, and their Lord
thal reigne for euer. :

9 Theythat truftin him, thal vnderftand
the trueth, and the faithfui thal remaine

. with him in loue : for grace and mercieis
among. his Saintes ,and he regardeth his
‘ele&. : . ,

10 *But the vngodlie fhalbe punifhed ac-
cording totheir imaginacions : for they
haune defpifed the righteous ,and forfaken
the Lord.

st Who fo defpifeth wifdome and difcipli-
ne,is miferable, and their hope s vaine, &
their labours are foolith , and their workes
vnprofitable. .

12 Theirwiues are vadifcrete,& their chil-
drenwicked:their offring is eurfed.

13 Therefore the barrenis bleffed which is
vndefiled, and knoweth not the finful bed:
¥fhe fhal haue frute in the vifitation of the
foules,

14 Andthe eunuche , which with his hands

19 For horrible-isthe end of the wicked ge=
neracion. '

. CHAP. uIL .

Of wvertue and she commoditie theresf. 10 Thedeath
of the righteous ,and the. condemnationof the vn-
Sfasthful, S .

1 Etter is barennes with vertue: for the

memorial thercof is immortal : for it
is knowen with God and with men,

1 When it isprefent,mé take example the-
reat,and if it go away,yet thzy dehire itz it
is alway crowned and triumpheth, and
winneth the bateel and the vadefiled re~
wardes.

3 Butthe multitude of the vngodlie which
abunde in children,is vnprofitable : & the
baitard plates fhal take no depe roote, nox
laye any faft fundacion.

4 Forthogh they budde forthe inthe bran-

chesfor atime,* yet they (hal be fhaken parz,10.

with the winde:for they ftand not faft,and
thorowe the vehémécie of the winde they
thalbe rooted out.

s For'the voperfe& branches fhalbe broké,
& their fruce thalbe vnprofitable & fower
to.eat,and mete for nothing. :

6 Forall thechildrenthat areborneof the
wicked bed , fhalbe witnes of the wicked-
nes againft their parents when they be
afked. )

7 But thogh the righteous be preuented
with déath,yet fhal hebeinreit.

8 Forthe honorableage is notthat which
is of long time,nether that which ismeafu
red by thenomber of yeres.

9 Butwifdome isthe graye heere,and an

“vndefiled life is the olde age.

10 *He pleafed God,& wasbeloued of him, Gen.s.24.
fo that where as he lived amég finners , he a0

tranflated him. |, . .

. Hewastaké away, left wickednes hulde
alter his vnderftanding , or deceit beguile
his minde. ] :

1 Forwickednes by bewitching obfcureth
the things that are good, & the vnftedfait-
nes of concupifcéce peruerteth the fimple
minde. ’

hathe.not wroght iniquitie,nor imagined ;3 Thoghhe was fone dead, yet fulfilled he

wicked things againft God : for vato him
_fhal be giuen the fpecial gift of faith,and

_an acceptable porcion in the Temple of

the Lord.

35 For gloriousis § frute of goodlabours,

and the roote of wifdome fhal neuer fade
away. - )

o But the children of adulterers fhal not
be partakers of the holy things, and the
{eed of the wicked bed fhalbe rooted out.

37 Andthoghthey liuelég,yet fhalthey be
nothing regarded, and their laft age thal-
be without honour.

~muche time.

14 Forhisfoule pleafed God: therefore ha<
fted he tb take him away from wickednes.

15" Yet the peoplefe & vnderftand it not , &
cdfider no fuche thingsin their hearts,how
that grace and mercie is vpon his Saintes,,
and his prouidence ouer the cle&.

16 T hus the righteous that is dead,c6dem=-
nechthe vngodlie which are living = & the -
youth that1s fone broght toan cnd,the X

- long life of the varighteous, .
17" For they fe theend of the wife ,but they
- vaderftand not what Gad hathe deuifed for

Y If theydye haftely, they haueno hope,. . him ;and wherefore the Lord hathe pre-

ferued
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ferued himin fafetie.

18 They fe him and defpife him, but the
Lord wil laugh them to fcorne,

19 Sothatchey fhal fall hereafter without
honour, and fhal haue a thame among the
dead for cuermore: for without anie voy-
ce {hal he buritethem and caft them dow-
ne,and fhake them from the fundacions,fo
that they fhalbe veterly wafted ; and they
fhalbe in forowe, and their memorial fhal
perifh.

20 So they being afraied, thal remember
their finnes , & their owne wickednes fhal
come before them to conuince them.

CHAP. V.

2 The conflantnes of the rightecus beforetheir perfecuters.
14 The hope of the unfaishfilis vaine. 15 The bieffed-
nes of the {aintes and godlse.

X Hen fhal the righteous ftid in great

Tboldenes before the face of fuche as
haue tormented him , and taken away his
labours.

2 Whenthei fe him,thei fhalbe vexed with
horrible feare ,and fhalbe amafed for his
wonderful deliuerance,

3 Aad(halchange their mindes, and figh
for grief of minde ,and fay withinthem
felues, This is he whome we fometime
had in derifion,and in a parable of repro-
che. -

4 *Wefooles thoght hislife madnes, and
his cnd without honour.

s How is he counted amung the children
of God, and his porcion is among the
Saintes! :

¢ Therefore webaue erred from the waye
of trueth , and the light of rightcoufnes
hathe not thinad vnto vs, and che funne of
vnderftanding rofe not vpon vs.

v Wehaue wearied our felues in the waye
of wickednes and deftru&ion,and we haue
gone through digerous waies: but we ha-
ue not knowen the way of the Lord.

8 Whathathe pride profited vs » or what
profite hathe the pompe of riches broght
vs?

1.Chrazsss 9 All thofe thingsare * paffed away likea

hap.a,se adow , and as a pofte thar paffeth by:

10 Asafhippe that paffethouer the waues
of the water,which when it is gone by,the
trace thereof can not be founde , nether
the path of it inthe floods:

Prog.z09. u Or as * abirde that fleeth therowein
the aire, and no man can fe anie token of
her pafluge , but cnely heare thenoife of
herwings ,beating the light winde, par-
ting the aire thorow the vehemencie of
her going, & flceth on thaking her wings,
whereas afterwarde no token of herway
can be founde:

52 Oraswhenan arrowe is thot at a2 marke,
it parteth the aire,whichimmediatly co-

meth togetheragaine ,fo that a mancan

Chap 3,3,
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not knowe where it went thorowe.

13 Euenfo we, affone as we wereborne , we
beganne to drawe to our end, and haue
fhewed no token of vertue, but are confu~
med in our owne wickednes.

14 For*the hope of the vngodlie is like the 105.2,5. pfal.
duftthat isblowne away with thewinde, 1.4.6r 143.4.
and like a thinne fome that is {cattered a~ prow.10.3s5.
broad with the ftorme, and as the finoke, *4™++*
whichis difperfed with thewinde,and as
the remembrance of him paflech,thar ta-
riethbut for aday.

15 Buttherighteous fhal live for euer:their
rewardealfo iswith the Lotd,& y mofte
High hathe care of them.

16 Thercfore fhal they receiue aglorious
kingdome, and abeautiful crowne of the
Lords hand : for with his right hand fhal
he couerthem , and with his arme fhalhe
defende them.

17 He fhal take hisicloufie for armour , &
fhalarme the creatures to be reuenged of
the enemies.

18 He fhal put on righteoufnes for a breft-
plate,and take true iudgement in flead of
an helmer,

19 He wil take holines for an inuincible
thield.

20 Hewil fharp&his fierce wrath fora fwor-
de,and theworlde fhal fight with hima- .
gainit the vawife. ‘

a Thenthalcheghunderboltes go ftreight
outof thelightnings,and thal flee tothe
marke as out of the bent bowe of § clouds,
and outof hisangre thatthroweth ftones,
fhal thicke hailebc caft; and the water of
the fea fhalbe wrothe againft them, & the
fioods thal mightely cuerflowe.

32 And a mightie windc (hal fland vp a-
gainft them, and like a florme fhal fcateer
them abroad . Thus iniquitie fhal bring
allthe earth to a wildernes,and wickednes
fhal ouerthrowe the thrones of the migh-
tic.

CHAP., VI ~

The calling of Kings, princes and iudges, which are alfs

exhorted o fearche wifdome.

Eare thercfore,6 ye Kings ,and vn-
derttand:learne,ye thae be iudges of
the ends of theearth.

3 Giuceare,ye that rule the multitudes &
glorie inthe multitude of people.

3 For therule *isgiven you of the Lord, Romusz
and power by the mofte High , which wil
trye your workes , and fearche out your i~
maginaciens.

4 Becaufe that yebeing officers of hisking-
dome haue not iudged aright ,nor kept
the Law,nor walked after the wil of God,

s Horribly and fodenly wil he appeare va-
toyou: fer anhard judgement fhal they
‘haue thar beare rule.

.¢ Forhethat is mofte lows,is worthie mes-

Mmmm.i.
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cie,butthe mightie thalbe mightely tor-
mented.

y ForhethatisLord ouerall, wil fpareno

*perfone, nether fhal he feare anie great-
nes:for he hathe madethe fmall and great,
and careth for all a like,

8 But for the mightie abideth §forer tryal.

9 Vatoyoutherefore,dtyrants, do I fpea-

- ke,that ye may learne wifdome ,and not
go amifle,

1o Forthey that kepe holines holily,thalbe
holie,and they that are learned there,(bal
finde a defence, .

u Wherefore fet your delite vpé my wor-
des & defire them, & ye thalbe infiru&ed.

1z Wildeme thineth & neuer fadeth away,
and iseafcly fene.of chem that loue her, &
founde of fuche as feke her,

13 Shepreuenteththemthat defire herythat

the may firft (hewc her felf vnto them.

14 Whofo awaketh vnto herbetimes, fhal
haue no great frauail: forhe fhal finde her
Afitting at his dores.

15 To thinkevponherthen is perfite vn-
derftanding:and who fo watcheth for her,
fhalbe fone without care.

16 For fhe goeth about, feking fuche as are
mete for her, and thewech her felf chere-
fully vato themin the wayes, and meteth
them in eueric thoght,

17 For the moftetrue defire of difcipline
is her beginning:and the care of difcipli-
ne is loue:

18 Andloueis the keping of her lawes: and
the kepinﬁ of the lawes is the affurance of
immortalitie: .

19 And immortalitie maketh vs nere vanto
God.

20 Therefore the defire of wifdome lea-
deth to the kingdome.

wu If yourdclite be then in thrones,& fcep-
ters,6 Kings of che people,honour wifdo-

_me,that ye may reigne for cuer.

¢z NowIwiltellyouwhat wifdomeis, &
whence it cometh, & wilnot hide the my-
fteries from you,but wil feke her out from
thebeginning of her natiuitie, and bring
the knowledge of herinto light , and wil

not kepe backe the trueth.

13 Nether will haue to do with confuming
enuie: for fuche 2 man fhal not be parta-
ker of wifdome. .

¢4 But the muleitude of the wife is the'pre-

feruacion of the worlde , and awife King.

is the ftaye of the people. :
85 Be thereforeinftruéted by my wordes,&
ye thal haue profite.
CHAP. VII.
WWifdome oght te be preferred abowe akl things,

My felf am alfo mortal and a man li-
ke all other,and am come of him that
* wasfirft made of theearth.
¢ Andin my mothers wobe was I facioned

tobe flefh inten moneths:Iwas*broght zeb.s6,10.
together into blood of the fede of man,
and by the pleafure that cometh with
e
3 And whenI was borne,I received the ¢§-
mune aire, and fel vpon the carth, which is
of like nature,crying &weping at the firft
as all other do.
4 Iwasnourifhed in fwadling clothes, and
with cares.
5 Forthereis no King that had anie other
beginning of birth. o '
¢ All*menthenhaue oneentrance vnto li- Zob:s,22,
fe,and a like going out. Bldasd
7 Wherefore I praicd , and vnderftanding
was giuen me:I called & the Spiric of wif-
dome came vnto me.
8 Ipreferred herto fcepters and thrones, &
;ountcd riches nothing in -comparifon of

er. .

9 * Nether did I compare precious ftones o282
vnto her:for all golde is but a litle grauel
inrefpe& of her,and filuer fhalbe counted
but clay before her.

10 Iloued her abouehealth and beautie, &

urpofed to take herformy light : for her
fight can not be quenched.

u All *good things therefore came to me 2.King.1.15,
together withher,and innumerable riches m4#.4.33.
thorow her hands,

12 SoIwasgladinall:for wifdome wasthe
autor thereof, & I knewe not that the was
the mother of thefe things.

13 And Llearncd vnfainedly, & communi-

‘cated without enunie,and I do not hide her
riches.

14 Forfheis an infinite treafure vnto men,
whichwhofo vfe,become partakers of the
lone of God,& areaccepted for the gifts
of knowledge.

15 Godhathe granted me to fpeake accor-
ding to my minde , and to iudge worthely
of thethings, that are given me: for he is
the leader vato wifdome , and the direc-
ter of the wife,

16" For in his hand are bothe we and our
wordes,and all wifdome, &the knowledge
of the workes. :

ry Forhe hathe giu€ me the true knowled-
geof thethingsthat are, fo that I knowe
how the worlde was made,and the powers
of theelements,

-18 The beginning and the end, & the mid-
des of the times:how the times alter , and
the change of thefeafons, ,

19 Thecourfe of the yere, the fituacion of

the ftarres,

1o Thenature of liuing things,and che fu-
rioufnes of beafts,the power of -§ windes,
and the imaginacions of men,the diuerfi-
ties of plants,and the vertuesof rootes.

ar And allthingsbothe fecret and knowen .
do I knowe: for wifdome the worker ol;’
a

o
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allthings,hathe taught me it.

23 Forinheristhe [pirit of vnderftanding,
which is holie , the onely begotten,mani-
folde,fubtil,moueable,cieare, vadefiled, e~
uident,not hurtful,louing the good, thar-
pe;which cannotbe letted,doing good,

23 Courteous, ftable,fure, without care,ha-
uing all power , circumfpectinall things,
and pafsing through all, incellc&ual, pure
and fubtil fpirits.

24 For wifdome isnimbler then all nim-
ble things: (he goeth thorow and atteineth
toall things, becaufe of her purenes.

a5 For fhe is § breth of the power of God,
and apure influencethat floweth fromthe
glorieof the Almightie: therefore canno
defiled thing come vnto her.

16 For *fhe 1s the brightnes of the euer-
lafting light, the vndefiled mirroure of
the maicitic of God,and theimage of his
goodnes.

37 Andbeing one,fhe can do allthings,and
remaining in her felf , renuethall, and ac-
cording tothe ages fhe entreth into the
holie foules, and maketh them the friends
of God and Prophetes.

28 For God loueth none,if he dwell not
with wifdome.

2 For fhe ismore beautiful then the funne,
and is aboue all the order of the ftarres,
and the light is not to be compared vn-
to her.

s0 Fornight cometh vpd it,but wickednes
cannot ouercome wifdome.

CHAP. VIIL
The cffecds of wifdome.
r CHealforeacheth from one end to ano-
ther mightely ,and comely doeth fhe
order all things,

3 Ihauelouedher ,and foght her from my
youth : Edefiredto marye her , fuche loue
had I vnro her beautie.

3 In that fhe is conuerfant with God, it

commendeth her nobilitie: yea, the Lord -

of allthings loueth her.

4 Forfheisthe fcholemaftres of the know-
ledge of God,and the chofer out of his
workes.

s If riches be a poffefsion to be defired in
this life,what isricherthenwifdome,that
worketh all things?

¢ For if prudencic worketh, what is it a-
mong all chings, that worketh better then,
fhe> : .

» If aman loue righteoufnes, her labours
are vertuous: for [he teacheth fobernes &
prudécie, righteoufnes and firégeh,which
are the mofie profitable things that men
can hauve in this life.

8 Ifamandefire greatexperience, the can
tell the thingsthat are paft, and difcerne
things to come:fhe knoweth the fubtiltics
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of wordes,and the folutions of darke fen-
tences : fhe forefeech the fignes and won-
ders, or euer they come to pafle, and the
fucces of feafons and times.

9 Therefore I purpofed to take hervnto my
companie, knowing that fhe wolde coun-
fel me good things,and comfore me inca-
res and griefs.

10 For her fake fhal I haue glorie amon
the multitude and honour among the El-
dersthogh I beyong.

i I fhal i: founde of fharpe iudgement,
fothat I fhal be marucilousin the fight of

reat men.

12 When I holde my tongue, they fhal
abide my leafure:when I fpeake,they thal
heare diligently, & if I taﬂ(e muche,they
fhal laye their hands vpon their mouth.

13 Moreaner, by her I fhal obteine immor-
talitie , and leaue an euerlafting memorial
among them that come after me.

14 I fhal gouerne the people, and the na-
cions fhatbe fubdued vnto me..

15 Horrible tyrants fhalbe afraied when
they heare me: among the multitude I
fhalbe counted good , and mightie in
baceel.

16 When T come home,I thal reft with her:
for her companic hathe no bitternes, and
her felow(hippe hathe no tedioufhes, bue
mirtheand ioye.

17 Nowwhen I confidered thefe things by
my felf,and pondered them inmine hieart,

"how that to be ioyned vnto wifdome is
immortalitie,

18 Andgreat pleafureisin her friendfhip-
pe,and that inthe workes of her hands:
are infinite riches,and chatin the exer=
cife of talking with her is prudencie, and
Elorie by communing with her, Lwent a-

out, feking how I might take her vato
me.

19 For I was a wittie childe, andwasof a
good fpirit.

20 Yea,rather being good, I cameto an
vndefiled bodie.

ar Neucrtheles, when 1 perceiued that L
colde not enioye her, except God.gaue
her (and that was a pointe of wifdome:
alfo, to knowe whofe gifte it was) I wene
vnto the Lord, and befoght him,and with:
my whole hear: I faid,

CHAP. IX,
A praier of Salomon s obtrine wifdome

1 OGod of fathers,and Lord of mercie,

which haft madeall thingswith thy
worde,

2 Andordeined manthorow thy wifdome,

that he thulde haue * dominion ouer the Ganz,1,28

creatures which thou haft made,
3 And gouernethe worlde according toe-
Mmmm. ii.



Wifdome of Salomon.

quitie and righteoufnes, & execute iudge-
ment withanvprighcheare. e
nKing.2.5. 4 Giue*methat wildome whichfitteth by
thy throne,and put me not out fr6 dmong
_ thychildren,.
Pfid us66. 5 For Ithy*feruane, 3 fonne of thine hand-

maide am a feble perfone,& of a (herte ti- -

me , and yet leflein the voderftanding of
" judgement and the lawes, .
6 Andthoghaman be neuer fo perfite a-
mong the children of men, yetif thy wife
" dome be not with him , he fhalbe nothing
regarded. '

#lhratse 5 ¥Thon hatt chofen meto be a King of

2erdis.* thy people ,and the iudge of thy fonnes &

davghters. :

8 Thouhaft c6manded metobuyld atem-
ple vpon thinc holy Mount, & an altar in
the citie , wherein thou dwelleft, a likenes
of thine holie Tabernacle, which thou
haft prepared from the beginning,

Prowera,r2. 9 And chy*wifdome W thee,which knoweth

doh.1,9 thy workes,which alfo was when thou ma-
deft the worlde,and whichknewe what was
acceptable in thy fight, and right in thy
commandements. : .

30 Send her out of thine holy heaués, & fend
her from the throne of thy maicftie that
fhe muy be withme, & labour, that I may

know what isacceptable in thy fight.

1 For fhe knowerh and vaderftandeth all
things,and fbe fhal lead me foberly in my

. workes,& preferue me by her glorie.

12 - So thal my workes be acceprable,& then
fhal I gouerne thy people righteoufly, &
be mete for my fathers chrone.

13 For* whatman is he that canknowe the
counftl of God>or who can thinke what
the wil of God is?

14 Forthe thoghtsof mortal menare fea-
reful,and our forecaftes are vncerteine,

15 ‘Becaufea corruptiblebodie is heauie vin
to the foule , & the carthlie mafion kepeth

- downc the minde that is ful of cares.

16 And hardly canwe difcerne the things
that are vpon carth,and with greac labour
finde we out the things whichare before
vs:who can then feke out the things that a-
re in heauen? : .

17 Who canknow thy coun(el, except thou
giue him wifdome, and fend thine holy
Spirit from aboue?

13 Forfothe waies of them which are vpon
earth,are reformed, & men are taughtthe
things that are pleafant vato thee ;and a-

re preferued thorow wifdome.

CHAP. X. '
The delierance of the righteous and deflruition of the e
nemies cometh thorewe wifdome. ‘
1 SHc preferued the firft father of the
_worlde, that was formed, and kept him
whéhe was creaced alone, and broght him
outof his offence, '

2fu.40.13.
yom 11,34
1.607.2,16+

3 And¥gaue him power torule all things, G en.s.2i

3 *Buc thevnrighzcousin hiswrath depar- Gen-a.8+
ted from her, and perithed by killing his
brother in his furie.

4 For whofe cauf: the * earth was ouer- Gen.7.i1.
flowén , but wifdome preferued it againe,
gouerning the iuft manby alitle wood.

s Moreouer,* when the nacions were ioy- Gennr
ned intheir malicious confederacies, the
knewe the righteous , and preferued him
fauteles voto God,and"kept him fure , be-
caufe fhe loued him tenderly as a fonne.

6 She preferued the righteous, * when the
vngodlie perithed, when he fled from the
fyre that fel downe vpon thie fiue cities.

7 Of whofe wickednes the wafte land that
fmoketh, yet giuethteftimonie, and the
trecs that beare frute that neuer cometh
to ripenes:and foraremembrance of the

vafaithful foule ,there ftandech a piller of
falte. -

8 For all fuche as regarded not wifdome,
had not onely this hure ,that they knewe
not the thingswhich were good, but alfe
left behinde them vnto men a memorial
of their foolifhnes, fo thatin the things
wherein they finned,they cannot lie hid.

¢ But wifdome delitered them, that fer-
ued her. -

10 *When the righteous fled becaufe of his
brotherswrath, the led him the right way,
fhewed him the kingdome of God, gaue
himknowledge of holie things,made him
riche in hislabours, and made his peines
profitable, '

u Againft the couetoufnes of fuche as de-
frauded him, fhe flodcby him and made
himriche. )

12 She faued him from the enemies, and

- defended him from them, that lay in
waite, and (he gaue him che price in a
mightie battel , that he might knowe
t{‘ut the feare of God is ftronger then all
things. .

13 *When therighteous was folde, fhe for- Gen.s7.2¢.
foke him not ,gut delivered him from fin- & 19.7-
ne: fhe went downe with him into the 44-7.%
dongeon,

14 And failed him not in the bandes, til {he
had broght kim the fcepter of cherealme,
and power againft thofe that opprefled
him , and them thathad accufed him, the
declared to be liers ,and gaushim perpe-
tual glorie. _

15 *She delivered the righteous people and Exod.r.re
fautles fede from the nacionsthat oppref~
fed them. st

16 She entred into the foule of the feruant
of the Lord, and ftode*by him inwon- Exed.sits
dersand fignes againfi the terrible Kings.

17 She gauecthe Saintesthe rewarde of their
labours, and led them forthe a marucilous
way :on the day time fhe was a fhadow

vote

‘Or ,kept bim

Prong in bis ren
der Lvne toward
his fonae.

Gen.s0,17,

Gen.atse
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vnto them, and a light of ftarres in the
night.

Exed.rq,2. 18 "%he broght thé thorow thered fea, and

pfal.78.12

Oxod 15,00

Exedub,z,

Exed.17.00,

Nem.a0,15

Exed.7,20

Chap.r2,24,
rom.,23.

caryed them through the greac water,

13 Buc (he drowned their enemies , and
broght thé out of the botome of the depe.

20 So therighteous toke the fpoilesof che
vngodlie, *& praifed thine holy Name, 6
Lord,and magnified thy vi€orious hand
with one accorde.

a2t Forwifdome openeththe mouth of the
domme, and maketh the tongues of babes
eloquent.

CHAP. XI

¢ The mivacles dons for fracl. 13 The vengeante
of finners. 38 The great power and mercie of God.

1 SHe profpsted theirworkes in the hids

of thine holy Prophet.

3 *They went through the wildernes that
wasnot inhabited , and pitched their ten-
tesinplaces where there lay no way.

3 *They ftode againft their cnemies, & we-
re aduenged of their aduerfaries.

4 *Whenchey were thirfty,they called vpé
thee , and water was giucn them out of the
hie rocke, and their thirft was quenched
out of the hard ftone.

s For by the things whereby their ene-
mies were punifhed , by the fame were the
Ifraclites helped intheir nede,

& For in ftcade of afountaine of running
water, the enemies were troubled at the
corrupt blood ,which wasto rebuke the
commandement of the killing of the chil-
dté, but thou gaueft vato thine owne abun
dance of water vnloked for,

7 Declaring by the thirft that was at that
time * how thou hadeft pumthed thine
aduerfarics.

8 Forwhen theywere tryed and chaftifed
with mercie y they knewe how the vn-
godlic were.iudged and punifthed in
wrath.

9 For thefehaft thou exhorted as a facher,
and proucd them :but thou haft condem-
ned y other as arighteous King, whé thou
dideft examine them. ’

1o Whether they were abfent or prefent,
their punithment was alike : for their
grief was double with mourning , and the
remembrance of things paft. )

1t For when they perceiucd chat through
their torments good came vato them,they
felethe Lord. ‘

1 And feing che things that came to pafle,
atthe laft they wondered at him , whome
aforethey had caft out ,denicd and deri-
ded: forthey had another thirit then the
iufte. ’

13 Becaufe ofthe foolifh deuifes of their
wickednes wherewith they were deceiued,
and worfhiped*ferpents, that had not the
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vie of reafon,& vile beaftes, thou fendidit
amultitude of vareafonable beaftes vpon
them for a vengeance, that they might
knowe,that wherewith aman finneth , by
the famz alfo (hal he be punifhed.

14 *For vnto thine almightie hand,§ made

ble to fendamong them a multitude of
beares,or fierce lyons,

15 Orfuriousbeaftsnewly created,and va-
knowen, which fhulde breathe out blaftes
offyre,and caft out fmoke as a tempeft, or
fhoote horrible fparkes like lightnings out
of their eyes.

16 'Which'mightnot onely deftroye them
with hurting, butalfo to kill them with
their horrible fight.

17 Yea,without thefe might they hauebene
caft downewith onewinde,being perfecu
ted by thy vengeice,and fcattered abroa-
de thorow the power of thy Spirit: but
thou haft ordered all things in meafure,
nomber & weight.

8 For thou ha(f euerhad great ftrength &
might, and who canwithftand the power
of chine arme! ) :

19 For asthe fmall thing that the balance
weigheth,fo is the worlde'before thee,& as
adroppe of themorning dewe,thac falleth
downe vpon theearth.

30 But thou haft mercie vpon all:for thou
haft power of allthings, and makeft as
thogh thou faweft not the finnes of men,
becaufe they thulde amende.

a1 Forthouloueftall thethings that are,&
hateft none of them whome chou haft ma-
de:for thou woldcft haue created nothing
that chou hadeft hated.

23 Andhow mighe anie thing endure,ific

* were not thy wil > or how colde anie
thing be prefcrued, except it were called
of thee o

23_Bucthoufpareft all: for they are thine,é
Lord, which art the louer of foules.’

CHAP. XI1I, -

2 Themercieof Godtoward firmers. 14 The workes
of God are unrepronable. 19 God giueth leafure to
repents

x FOr thine incorruptible fpirit isin alf

things.

3 Therefore thou chaftneft thé meafurably
that go wrong,and warncft thé by pucring
themin remembrance of the things whe-
rein they haue offended,, that leauing wic-
kednes they may beleue inthee,é Lord.

3 **As for thofe oldc inhabitits of the holy Dext.s.s,

land, thou dideft hate them.

4 For they committed abominable wor-
kes,as forcerics and wicked facrifices,

s 'And flaying oftheir owne children with-
out mercic, and eating of the bowels of
mans flethin banketing,where the raging

Mmmm.iii.
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Wifdome of S"alomon.

Priefls fhed abominable blood.

6 And the fatherswerethe chief murthe-
rers of the foules, deftitute of all helpe,
‘whomethouwoldeft defiroy by the hands
of our fathers,

7 That thé land which thou loucft aboue
all other,might be a mete dwelling for the
children of God. -

8 *Neuertheles, thou fparedft them alfo,as
men,and fendedf} che forerunners of thine
hofte, euen hornetres to defiroie them by
litle and litle,

¢ Notthat thou waft vnable to fubduethe
vngodlie vnto the righteous in battel ,or

with cruel beaftes,or with one rough wor-

deto deftroie them-together.

1o But in’punithing them by litle and litle,
thou gaueft thé fpaceto repenc, knowing
wel, that it was an varighteous nacion &
wicked of nature, & that theirthoght col-
dencuer be altered. »

u Foritwasacurfed fede from thebegin-
ning : yet haft thounot {pared them when
they finned, becaufe thou feared any man.

12 Forwho dare fay,*What haft thou dene?
orwho dare fland againft thy iudgement?
‘orwho dare accufe thee for the nacions
that perith, whome thou baft made ¢ or
who dare ftand againdt thee to reuenge the
wicked men?

1 For there is none other God but thou,
*that careft for all things, that § maift de-

__clare how § thy iudgement is not varight,

14 There dare nether King nor tyrant in
thy fight require accountes of them who-~
me thou haft punifhed.

15 For fomuchethen as thou art righteous
thy felf, thou ordreft all thigs righteoufly,,
*thinking it not agreableto thy powerto
condemne him,that hathe not deferued to
be punithed.

36 Forthy poweris thebeginning of righ-
teoufnes, and becaufe chou art Lord of all
things,it caufeth theeto fpare all things.

37 Whé men thinke thee not to be of a per=
fite power, thou declareft thy power,and
seproucit the boldenes of the wife.

8 But thouruling the power,iudgeft with
equitie, & gouerneft vs with great fauour:
i!'orl thoumaift (hew thy power whentheu
wilt.

19 By fuche workes now haft thou tanght
thy people, that aman fhulde be juft and
Jouing ,and haft made thy childrento be
of agood hope: forthougiueft repentan-
ce to finners.

fathers thou haft fvorne and made coue-
nants of good promifes? .
22 Sowhen thou doeit chaflen vs, thou pu-

nifhelt our enemies athonfid times morey-

to the intent chat when we iudge,we fhul-
de diligently cenfider thy goodnes, and
when we are judged , we fhulde hope for
mercie,

33 Wherefore thou haft tormented the wic
ked that haue liued a diffolute life by their
owne imaginations.

24 * Forthey went aftray verie farrein the

waies of errour,and eftemed the beafts,

whichtheir enemies difpifed,for gods,be-
ing abufed after the maner of childré,rhat
have none vaderftanding.

25" Therefore haft thou fent this punifhmée
that they (hulde be in derifion as children:
without reafon.

26 But they that wil not be reformed by
thofe fcomeful rebukes,thal fele the wor-
thie punithment of God.

27 Forin thole things when they fuffred,
they difdeined : bue in thefe whome they
counted godlie when they fawe thé felues
punifhed by them, they ali acknowledged
¥ truc God whome afore-thcy had denied
to knowe:therefore came extremedamna-
tionvponthem. :

CHAP. XIIL ‘

1 oAl things be Vaine,exeept the knowledge of God.
10 Ldolaters andideles are mecked. .

1 SVrely all men are vaine by nature,

Chap 11,56,
Yoms.i,23,

and are ignorant of God,*and colde Remdolge

not knowe him thatis,by the goodthings
thav are fene, nether confider by the wor-
kes che worke mafter.

3 *Butthei thoghe the fyre,or the winde or Dest-4.1

the fwift aire, or the courfe of the ftarres,
ortheraging water, orthelights of hea-

_ uento be gouernours of the worlde,and

ods.

3 gThogh they had fuche pleafure in their
beautic chat they thoght them gods, yet
fhulde they haue knowen,how muche mo-
reexcellent he ischat made them: for the
firft autor of beautic hathe created thefe
things,

4 Orif they marueiled acthe power, and
operation of them; yet fhulde they haue
perceiued thereby, how muche he thac
made chefe things,is mightier.

5 Forby the greatnes of their beautie , and
of the creatures,the Creatorbeing compa.
red withthem,may be confidered.

6 But yet che blame is leffe in thefe ,that

3o Forif thou hafl punifhed the enemiesof  feke God and wolde finde him & yet per-

thy children that had deferued deathwith
fo great confideration, and requefting vn-
tothem,giuing themtime & place thatthey
might change from theirwickednes,

a With how great circumfpe@ion wile

aduenture do erre..

&

7 For*they go about by his workesto feke Rem.ron

him,and are perfuaded by the fight,becau-
fe the things are beautifulthat arc fene.
8 Howbeit they are notto be excufed.

thou punifh thine owne childsé, vato whofe 9 Forif they canknowe fo muche,that they

can
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can difcerne the worlde;why dothey not 5 Neuertheles thou woldeft not, that the

racher Ainde out the Lord thereof

1 Butmiferable are they,and among the
dead is their hope ,that callthem gods
which are the workes of mens hands,gol-
de, and filuer, and the thing that is inuen-
ted by arte,and the fimilitude of beafts,or
anie vaine ftone that hathe bene made by
the hand of antiquitie.

1t *Oras when a carpenter cutteth downe a
tre mete for the worke,and pareth of all
the barke thereof cunningly, and by afte

workes of thy wifdome fhulde be vaine,
and therefore do men commit their liues
toa fmalepiece of wood , and pafle ouer
the ftormie fea in a fhippe,and are faued.
6 *Forintheolde time alfo whé the proude
gyants perifhed ;the hope of the worlde
went into a thippe which wasgouerned by
thine hand ,and fo left fede o?geneucion
vnto the worlde.
7 Forblefled isthe tre whereby righteouf-
nc¢s commeth.

maketh aveflel profitable for the vfeof 8 Butthatis curfed that ismade with hids,

life.

n Andchethings that are cue of from his
worke , he beltoweth to drefle his meat ta
fil him felf,

% And thatwhich is left of thefe things,
which is profitable for nothing(foritis a
croked picce of wood and ful of knobbes)
he carueth it diligently at hisleafure, and
according as he is expert in cunning, he
giueth it a proporcion , and facioneth it
after che fimilitude of aman,

t4 Ormaketh iclike fome vile beaft, and
ftraketh it ouer with red, and painteth it,
and couereth euerie fpotte thatisin it.

15 And when he hathe made a conuenient
-tabernacle for it,he fettech itin a wall,and
maketh it faft wich yron,

16 Prouiding fo for ir, left it fall: for he
knoweth ¥ 1t can not helpe it felf , becau-
fe it is an image, % hathe ned= of helpe.

sy Then he prayeth for hisgoods, and for
his mariage and for children: he is nota-
fhamed to fpeake vnto it,that hath no life.

18 H: calleth onhim that is weake for he-
alth:he prayeth vnro him that is dead for
life:he requircth him of helpe that hathe
no experience atall.

39 And for his iourney,him that isnot able
to go,and forgaine,and worke, and fuc-
cefle of his affaires he requireth furtherdce

- of him,that hathe no maner of power.

CHAP., XIIITY,

¢ The detestacion and abominacion of images, # A cur-
Jeof thems,and of hims thas maketh them. 14 Whe-
wvecf idolatrie proceded. e3 What ewls come of
édilatrie.

' A Gaine, another man purpofing to

faile,and intéding to pafle thorow:

the raging waues, calleth vpona ftocke

;)norc rotten then the fhippe that carieth
im. '

2 Forasfor'it,couctoufnes of money hathe
founde it out,and the craftefman made it
by cunning.

3 But thy prouidence, é father,goucineth
it: *for thou haft made away, even in the
fea,and a fure path among the waues,

4 Dzclaring thereby, that thou haft power
to helpeinallchings,yea,thogh a man wét
to the fea withou: meanes.

*hothe it, & he that made it:he becaufe he
made it, and it being a corruptible thing,
becaufeit was called god.

9 *Forthevngodlie,and hisvngodlinesare
bothe like hated of God:fo truely the
worke & he that made jt, thalbe punifhed
together.

10 Therefore fhal there be a vifitation for
the idolesof the nations: for of the crea-~
tures of God they are become abomina-
cion, ¥ and ftumbling blockes vato the
foules of men,& a fnare for the fete of the
vawife.

1 For theinuenting of idoles was the be-
ginning of whoredome,and the finding of
them s the corruption of life,

12 For theywere not fromche beginning,
nether fhal they continue for euer.

13 The vains glorie of men broght them
inco the worlde: therefore thalthey come
thortly to anend. '

14 When a father mourned grieuoufly for
his fonne that was taken away fuddeniy,he
made an image for him § was once dead,
whome now he worthipeth as a god, or-
deined to his firuants ceremonies and (-
crifices. ‘

15 Thus by proces of time this wicked cu-
ftome preuailed,and waskept as alaw,and
idoles were worfhiped by the commande-
ment of tyrants. ’

16 Asfor thofe that were fo frare of thae
men. might not worfhip them. prefently,
they did conterfet the vifage that wasfar-
reof, and madea gorgeous image of a
King,whome they wolde honour,that thei
might by all meanes flateer bim that was
abfent,as thogh he had bene prefine,

17 Againethe ambition® ofthe craftefman
thrult forwardeche ignorit to increafe the
fuperitition.

18 For he peraducnture willing to pleafe a
noble man, labored with all his cunning
to makc the imagr of the beft facion.

19 And fothorowe the beautie of the wor

423

Gend, e
[ 7410s

Pfal.111,4,
baruc.s,s

?f“_-hf )

Leve.r0.8.
habak, 2,i8s

ke the mulcitude was allured, and fotoke -

him now for a god, which a litle afore was
but honored as 2 man.
2.0 Andthis wasche decciving of mis life,
whinmen,bcing in feruitude,throughca-
- ' Mmmm.iiii,



Wifdome of Salomon.

lamitieand tyrannie afcribed vneo ftones
and ftockes the name, which oghtnotto
be communicate vato anie .

a1 Moreouer,this was not ynough for them
that they erred inthe knowledge of God:
but where as they lived in great warres of
ignorance , thofe fo great plaguescalled
they peace.

Deu-12,30." 33 For ether¥they flewe their owne childré
sere.7.9. infacrifice, orvied fecret ceremonies, or
Gigge

raging diflolutenes by firangerites,
‘33 And fokept nether life nor mariage clea-
ne:but ether one {lewe another by treafon,
- orels vexed him by adulterie. v
a4 So wereall mixe together,blood and
flaughter, thefte & deceit,corruption, vn-
faithfulnes,tumulres;periurie, .
25 Dufquieting of good men,vnthankeful-.
nes, defiling of foules, changing of birth,
difordre in mariage,adulterie & vaclénes.

26 Forthe worthiping of idoles that oght

not to be named,1s the beginning and the
caufe and the end of all euil,

27 For either they be mad when they be
merie,or prophecie lies,or liue vagodlie,
or els lightly forfweare them felues.

28 Forinfo muche as their truft isinthe
idoles,which haue no life,thogh thei fiwea~
re falfely,yet they thinke to haue no hurt,

29 Therefore fortwo caufes fhal they iu-
ftely be punifhed, becaufe they haue an
cuil opinion of God , addi&ing them fel.
ues vnto idoles, and becaufe t%
vniuftly to deceiue,and defpife holines.

30 For itisnot the power 6f them by who-

methey fweare,but the vengeance of them

that finne , which punifhech alwayes the
offence of the vngodlie.
CHAP. XV. :

The voyceof the faithful praifing the mercie of God by

whefe grace they ferue nos sdoles.

Vithou,8 our God,art gracious and
wrue,long fuffring,and gouerncit all
things by mercie.

5 Thoghwe finne,yet arewe thine: for we
knowe thy power:but we finnenot, know-
ing that we are counted thine. -

3 Forto knowe thee,is perficerighteoufnes,
and to knowe thy power is the roote of im
mortalitie.

4 For nether hathe the wicked inuention
of mendifceined vs,northe vnprofitable
labour of the painters,nor animage fpot-

~ tedwith diners colours.

5 Whole fight ftirreth vp the defire of
the ignorant:fo that he coneteththe forme
that hathe no life, of a dead image.

€ They that loue fuche wicked things,are
worthie to haue fuche things to truft to,
and they that make them,and they that de-
fire them,and they that worthip them.

Rem.g,20, 7 The¥potter alfo tempereth foft earch, &

facioneth euerie veflel with labour to our

¥

ey fweare -

vfe:but of the fame clay he maketh bothe
the veflels ythat ferueto cleane vfes,and
the contrarie likewife : but whereto cue-
rie veflel feruech,the potter is the judge,

8 Soby hiswicked labour he maketh a vai-
ne god of the fame claye:euen he,which a
litle afore was made of earth him felf,and
within a litle while after goeth thithera-
gaine whence he was taken,*when he thal Luk 73,26.
make accounte for the lone of his life,

9 Notwithftanding he carethnot for the
labour he taketh, nor that his life is fhor-
te,but he friueth withthe goldefmithes,
and filperfmithes, and counterfaiteth the
coperhinithes,and taketh it for an honour
to make deceiuable things.

1o Hisheartisathes, and his hope is mo-
re vile then earth, and his life is lefle wor-
thie of honour then claye.

1 For he knoweth not his owne maker,that

gaue him his foule,that had power & brea

thed in him the breth of life.

12 But they counte ourlife to bebutapa-
ftime, and our conuerfacion asamarker,
where there is gaine:for they fay we oght
to be getting on eueriefide,thogh itbe by
euil meanes.

13 Now he thatof earth maketh fraile vef-
felsand images, knoweth him felfro of-
fend aboue all other. :

14 ' All the enemics of thy people, that hol-
dethemin fubieéion, are mofte vnwife,
& more miferable thenthe verie fooles.

15. Forthey judge all the idoles of the na-
cionsto be gods; which nether haue eye
fight to fe,nor nofesto fimel,nor cares to .
heare,nor fingers of hids to grope,& their
fete are {lowetogo. _

16 Forman made them,andhe that hathe -
but a borowed fpirit, facioned them : but
no man can make a god like vnto him
felf. .

17 Forfeing he isbut mortal him felf, it is
byt mortal that he makech with vorigh-
teous hands : he him £:1fis berterthé thet
whomehe worfhippeth :for he lived , but
they neuer lived. :

18 Yea,they worfhipped beafts alfo, which
are their mofte enemies , & which ate the
worfle,if theibe cdpared vnto others , be-
caufe they haue none viiderftanding.

19 Nether haue they iniebeautieto be de-
fired inrefpe of other beafls: forthey
are deftitute of Gods praife, and of his

blefsing.

CHAP. XVI.

The puniftrsentof idolaters. 20 The benefites donevmto -

the faithful. : .
1 THercfore by fuche things  they are Chap.1m.18

’ worthely punifhed &* tormented by ™mb-s1is%

the maltitude of beafles.
1 Infteade of the which punifhment thou

haft bene fauorable to thy pzople ,8: to fa=



Apocrypha, 423
tiftie their appetite,haft prepared ameat of  fhulde & and knowa, that they were perfe-
a ftrange tafte,euen quatles, cuted with thepunifhmentof God.. - -
3 Tocheintene thae thei thae defired meat, 19 And fome time burne the fyre in § mid-
- by the things which'were fhewed and fent  des of the water aboue the power of fy-
“among them,might turne awaye theirne. - rethatitmight deftroye the generacion
ceflarie dofire , & that thei,which had fuf~  of the vniuft land. T
fred penurie fora fpace, thulde alfo fclea 20 *Inthe ftcad whereof thou haft fed thine Exod.sg.ra
nows tafte, ; owne people with Angels fode, and fent mmb.rrz.
4 Foritwasrequifite, thac theywhichvfed  them breadreadie from heauen without P.f;,“ 74,25
tyrannie, fhulde fallinto extreme poucr-  their labour, which had abiindance of all * Godle
tie, and that to thefe onelie it thulde be  pleafuresin it & was mete for all taftes.
fhewed, howtheir en: mies were torméted. a1 Forthy fuftinance declared thy fwetnes

) Nemb .31.6.

2.607.30,6

#The figne of
the bralco fes
'Cn(-

5 *For whenthe cruel fiercenes of § beafts

came vponthem,and they werehuret with -

the ftings of cruel ferpents,

6 Thy wrath endured not perpetually ,but .

they were troubled for alitle feafon, thae
they might be reformed , hauing a “figne
of faluacion, to remember the comman-
dement of chy Law.

7 For he that turned coward it,was not hea-
led by the thing that he fawe , but by thee,
4 Sauiour of 2]l.

8 So in this thou thewedft our enemies,

thql: it is thou , which deliucreft from all
euil.

£wd.2.14. 9 *Forthebiting of grefhopers and flyes

& 10,4-reuel
o7

Deut.32, 39
1.fam.3,6.
b3,

Emd.9.,23.

killed them,and there was no remedie fo-
unde for cheir life : forthey were worthie
tobe punifhed by fuche,

to - Buttheteethof the venemous dragons .
colde not ouercome thy children :for thy
mercic came to helpe them, & healed the.

31 Forthey were pricked,becaufe thei (Lul-
deremember thy wordes, and were fpede-
ly healed,lelt they thulde fall into fo depe
forgctfulnes;that thei colde nocbe called
backe by thy benefice.

12 Fornether herbe nor plafter healed them,
butthy worde, 6 Lord, which healeth all
things. N

133 Forthou haft the power of life & death,
*and leadeft downe vnto the gatesof hel,
and bringcft vp againe.

14 A man in dede by his wickednes may
flaie another: but when the Spirit is gone
forthe,itturneth not againe,nethercanhe:
call againe the foule that is taken away.

15 But it is not pofsible to efcape thine
hand. : ‘

16 *For the vngodliethat wolde not knowe
thee, were punifhed by the firength of
thine arme , with flrange raine and with
Haile, and were purfued with tempeft,that
they colde not auoide, & were confumed:
with fyre, .

13- Forittvas a wonderousthing that fyre

might do morethen water, which quen-

cheth allthings : butthe worlde is
uengerof therighteonss -~
18 For fome timewasthe fjre fotame,that
the beafts,whick were fent againft the;vn-

the ad-

godlie, burnt not : and that; becaufe they.

vatothy children,which fcrued o theap-
“petite of him, that toke it, & wasmete to
that that euerie man wolde..

22 Moreouerche*fnowe and yce abode the Exod. 5.2

fyre & melted not,that thei mightknowe,
_that the fyre burning in the hayle, & fpar-

keling in the raine, deftroyed the frute of

the enemies. o

23 Againc it forgate his owne ftrength,that
the rightcous mighcbe nourifhed.

24 For the creature that ferueth thee which
arc the maker, is fierce inrpunifhing the
vorighteous : but it is ealie. to do good
vnto fuche as put their truft in thee.

25 Therefore was it changed at the fame
time voto all facions to Feruc thy grace,
which nourifbeth all things,according to-.

_the defire of them that hadnede thereof,

16 That thy children whome thou loueft,&

Lord,mightknowe, *thatitis not the in- Dest-sis.
creafe of frutes that fédeth men, but that 74t 4.4

itis thy worde, which preferueth thé that
truft inthee. . :

2y Forthat whichcolde not be deftroyed
with the fyre , being onely warmed alitle
‘with the funne beames, melted, _

:8 Thatitmightbe knowenthatwe oght
to preuente the funne rifing to give than-
kes vnto thee ;and to falute the¢ before
the daye fpring. - :

29 For the hope of the vnthankeful fhal
melt as the winter yce,and flowe away as
voprofitable waters. - ;

CHAP. XVIL
The iudgernents.of God againft the wicked,
1 P Or thy iudgements are great,and
cannot be exprefled : therefore men-
do erre,that wil not be reformed.

1 For when the varighteous thoght to
haue thine holie ’p]eople infubie&ion,thei-
were bounde with the bands of ‘darkenes, .
and long night, and being (huc vp vnder-

_therofe, didliethere to efcapethe euers

- lafting prouidence. g

3 Andwhilecheythoghttobe hid intheir-
darke finnes,thei were feattered abroad in:
the darke coucring of forgetfulnes,fearig.

“horriblyandiroubled with vifisns,

4 - Forthe deénne that hid chem kept them
not fiom feare:but the foundes that were.

- about them, troubled them ,and terrible

Nnon.i.
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."vifions'and forowful fights did appearc. .
5 Nopowerof the fyre might giuclighe,
-. nether mighe the clere flames of the ftar-
res lighten the horriblenighe, -~
6. For there appeared vto them -onely a
fudden fyre , verie dredful: fo that being
afraiedof thisvifion, “which they colde
. ‘not fe, they thoght the things, which they
: . fawe,tobeworfe. . :
ewd a7 ¥ And§illufions of the magical artes we-
& o7 rebroght downe , and'it was amofte tha-
~meful reproche for the boafting of their
knowlédge. ‘

4Thae i, the
mightie vifid.

-3 Forthey that promifed to driue away fea -

reand croublefrom the ficke petfone,were

-~ ficke for feare,& worthieto be laughed at.

.9 And thogh no feareful thing did feare

them , yet were they afraicd at chebeaftes

: - which.paffed by them, and. at the hy{sing

. ofthe ferpents:fo that thei dyed for feare,

- -.and faid chey fawenot the ayre, which by
po meanes canbe auoided. :

30 For itisa feareful thing, when malice is

condemned by her owne teltimonie:arida

. .cofciencethae is touched,doeth euer fore-
caflt cruel things. o

-av. Forfeare is nothing els, but a betraying

.. of thefuccours,which reafon offrech.

1 And the lefle that the hope is within,the
‘more docth he efteme the ignorance of
thething , that tormenteth hrm, great.

& Butthey that did endure che might that
was intollerable,and that cams out of the
dungeonof hell, which isinfupportable,
flept the fame flepe,

14 Andfometimes were troubled withmé-
ftruous vifions , and fometime they fow-
ned, as choghtheir ownc foule thulde be-

tray them : for a firdden feare not loked

. for,came vponthem. .

.35 And chus, whofocuer fel downe, he was
kepeand fhue in prifon,but without chai-
nes,

+ 36 For whether he wasanhoufband man,
‘ot a fhepherd,or ane that was fet to worke:-
alone,if heweretaken, he muft fuffer this
necefsitie,that he coldenot auoide:

. 47 (Forwith onechaine of darkenes were

_ they allboiide) whether it were an hyfing
winde,ora fwete fong of the birds among

the thicke branches of thetrees,or the ve- -

hemencie of haftie running water,

. 18 _Or agreat noyceof the falling downe
- of flones , or the running of (kipping be-
. -aftes,that colde not be fene, or thenoyce
of crue] beaftes that roared,or the'founde
thac anfwereth againe inthe holow mo-
untaines:thefe feareful thingsmade them

to fwone. O

# For all the worlde. thined with clere’
light, and no man was hindred in his la-
bour. , - e

20 Onely vponthemthere fel an heauie,

€Or,Eciote

of’Salomon.

nighe, an image of that darkenes that was

tocome vpon them : yea , they were vato

them felues more grieuous then darkenes.
CHAP. XVIIL

3 The fyric piller that the 1fvaclites had in Egypte s The

deliuerance of the faithful. 10 The Lord fmote the &~

gyptians. 20 The finne of the people in the wildernes. -
2t Aaron flode betwene the lining and the dead with

bis cenfure.
X Vethy Saitshad avery great * light, exod.ro,23.
B whon'voyce becaulé"zthgey he.u'd,gand " Orathe Egypei=
fawenot thefigure of them , they thoght
thembleffed,becaufe thei alfo had not fuf
fred che like,

2 Andbecaufe they did not hurt thé,which
didhurt them afore, they thanked them,
and afked pardon for their enimitie.

3 *Therefore thou gaueft them a burning €xod 11,32,
piller of fyte to lead them in the vnknow- ﬂ:“ﬂf‘fw
en way, & madcft the funnechat it hurted 2. 105019
not them in their honorable iourney.

4 Butthey were worthie to be deprived
of the light, and to be kept in darkenes,
which had kept ti:y childten thut vp, by
whome the vncorrupe light of the Law
fhulde be giuento the worlde.

5 *Whereas they thoght to {lay thebabes Exod.s,i4,
of the Saintes,by onechilde that was caft
out, and prefcrued to reproue them , thou
baft taken awayc the multitude of their
children and deftroyed them all together
in the mightie water.

.6 Of that night were our fathers certified
afore,that they knowing vnto what othes
they had giucn credic, mightbe of good
chere, '

y Thusthy¥people receiued the health of
the righteous , butthe enemies were def~
troyed. .

8 Forasthonhaft Punifhcd the enemies,
fo haft thou glorified vs whome thou haft
called. -

9 - Forthe righteous children of the good
men offred fecretly, and made a law of -
righteoufnes by one confent,thar y Saints
fhuldereceive good and euil in itke ma-
ner, and that the fathers fhulde firft fing
praifes. '

to But adifagreing price was heard of the

enemies,and there was a lamentable noi~

ce forthé children that were bewailed.

1 Fot the *mafter and the feruant were Exod.sn29.
punifhed wich like punifhment, & the ¢6-
mune people fuffred alike withthe King,

13 So they altogether had innumerable
that dyed withone kinde of death:nether
were the living fufficient toburye them:
for in thewwinckling ofan eyethe nobleft
offpring of them was deftroied.

13 Sothcy that coldé beleue nothing , be-

caufe of theinchantments,confeffed this

Exad.rg, 24,

.. .peopletobethe children of God,inthe

~deflruion of the firft borne .

14 For



Nom.16.46

Apocrypha.

14 Forwhileallthings werein quiet filéce,
& the night was in the middes of her fwift
courfe,

s5 Thine almightie worde leapt downe {ré
Feauen out of thy royal throne, asa fierce
man of warre in the middes of the lad thac
was deftroyed,

16 And broght thine vnfained commande-
mentas a {harpe fworde,and ftode vp,and
tilled all things with death,& being come

- downe to theearth, it reachied vnio the
heauens.

17 Then the fight ofthe feareful dreames
vexed them finddenly,and fearefulnes ca-
me vpon them vnawares.

18 Thenlaye there one here, another there
halfe dead,& thewed § caufe of his death.

19 For the vifions that vexed them, hewed
them thefe things afore: fo that they were
notignotant,whercfore they perifhed.

20 Now tentacion of death touched the
righteous alfo,and *among the multitude
inthe wildernes there wasa plague, but
the wrath indured nor long.

at Fortheblamelesman made hafte, & de-
f:nded them,and toke the weapons of his
minidtraci,cuen prayer,& the reconcilia-
tion by the perfume,& fet him felfagainft
the wrath, and fo broght the miferieto an
end,declaring that he was thy feruanc.

22 For he ouercame not the multitude with

424
had caft out afore with prayer. ‘

¢ Forthe deftinie,whercof they were wor-
thie, broght them tothis end,and cau.
fedthem to forget the thingsthat had co-
meto pafle, that they might accomplith
the punifhment, which remained by tor-
ments, -

s Bothey thy people might tryea maruei-
lous paflage, and that thefe might finde a
ftrange death.

¢ For eueriecreature in hiskinde was faciow
ned ofnewe,and ferued in their owne of-
fices inioyned thé,that thy children mighe
be kept without hust.

7 Forthe cloude oucrfhadowed their ten-
tes,and the drye earthappcared, where a-
fore was watcr:fo that inthe red Sca there

. was a way without Mnpediment,and the
great depe became a grene field.

8 Through the whichallthe people wene
that were defended with thine hand,feing
thy wonderous marueiles.

9 Forthey “neyed like horfes, and leaped "0rwere fedde.

like lambes , praifing thee, 8 Lord, which
hadeft deliuered them.

1o For thei were yet mindeful of thofe thigs
whichwere dene inthe land where they
dwelt,how the groiide broght forthe flies
in fteade of cateel, & how the riuer fcrau-
led with the multitude of frogges in ftea-
deoffithes. '

n *Butatthelaft they fawe anew genera- Exod.sd,15
ticnof birdes,whenthei were intifed with #0743
luft,and defired delicate meates,

12 *Forthe quailes came forthe of the fea Chap 16.1.
vnto them for comfort, but punifhments
came vpon the “finners not wichout fignes onEgypriann
that were giuenby greatthundrings: for
they fuffred worthely according ro their
wickednes, becaufe they thewed a cruel
hatred towarde firangers.

13 Forthe one forte wolde not receive thé
whé theiwereprefent,becaufe they knewe
them not:the other forte broght the ftran- .
gersinto bondage ¥ had done thé geod.

14 Befide allthefe things fome wolde not fuf>
fer, that anic regarde fhulde be had of
them: for thei handeled chedtrangers dif-
pitefully.

15 Orhers thathad receiued thé with great
banketing,and admitted them to be par-

bodelic power,nor with force of weapés,
but with the worde he fubdued himthst
punifhed,alledging the othes and couenar
made vato the fathers,

23 For whenthedead were fallen downe by
heapes one vpen anocher, he ftede inthe
middes, and cut of the wrath, and parted
it from comming to the liuing.

24 *Forinthe long garment was all the or-
nament,and in the foure rowes of the fto-
nes was the glotie of the fatbers grauen
with thy maieftie in the diademe of his
head.

25 Vnto thefe the deftroyer gaue place,and
was afraid of them : foritwas fufficient,
that they had tafted che wrath.

CHAP. XIX.

t The death of the Egyptians,and the great joye of the
Hebrawes. 11 Themeat that was giuen at the defive
of the peaple. 17 \Allthe elements ferue tothe wil
of God. takers of the fame lawes, did affli& them

x Sforthe vngadlie, thewrath came  with great Tabours.

A vpon them without mercie vnto the .16 Therefore thei were ftriké withblinde-
end: for he knewe what fhuldecome vato  nesy as in oldetime certeine were at the ,
them, doresof the*righteous,fo that euerie onc Gen.10.15

s Thaethey (whenthey had confented to  being compaﬂfd with darknes , foght the
lecthem go , and had fentthem out with  entrance of his dore.:
diligence}wolde repent,and purfucthem. 17 Thusthe clementsagreed among them

3 Forwhileyet forow wasbeforethem,and  felues inthis change, aswhen one tune is
they lamented by the graues of the dead, chanﬁcd vpon an infirument of mufike,
thei deuifed another foolithenes, foy they  andthemelodie ftil remaineth,which may
perfecuted théin their fleing,whomethey - eafely be perceiued by the tight of the

Exod.28.110
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Ecclefiafticus.

of the corruptible beafts that walked the-
rein,nether melted they thae which femed
to be yce,and was of a nature that wolde
melt, and yet was an immeortal meat.

at Forinall things,6 Lord,thou haft mag-
nificd and glorified thy people , and haft
not defpifed to alsift them in eucric time
and place.

Iefusthe fonne of Sirach,called Ecclefiafticus.
TH;; Tefis was the fonne of Sivach ,and Sivachs fuber was alfo called Iefus 5 and he lined in

the lLatier times, afier the people bad Lene led away captive , and broght bome agaire, and
almofte afier all the ‘Prophetes. Naw bis grandfitheryas he him felf witnejJeth, was a man of
Zreat diligcuce sand wiflome among the Hebrewes , who, did not onely gather the Trome fenten-
ces of wif: men ,that had bene before bim ,bar he him (elf alfy (pake manie ful of great kuaw-
ledge and wifdome. So this firft lefus dyed ,and Icfi this which he had gathered,and Sirach af-
terwarde lefi st to Iefus bus fonneswho tofe st and put it in order in a bok> jand called it W I s-
D 0 M E,intitling it bothe by Ins owne nameylus fathers name, and hu grandfubers: thinking by
this title of  Wifdome to allure the veader to vead ilus boke with more great defire,and to confider
it mere dligently Therefore thss boke conteineth wife [ayings,and davke fentences, and fimilitndes
with certcine dinine biffories which ave notalie and ancient ,euen of men that weve approned of
God,and certeine prayers, and fongs of the antor bim [eif : mereouer 5 what benefites the Lord had

beflowed vpou bis pesple,and what plagueshe had heaped vpon their enemies. This Lefus did imi=
sate Salomonyand was no l:ffe famous in wifdome and doétvine, who was thersfore called a man

things that are cofe o pafle.

18 For the things of the carch were chiged
into things of the water, & thething that
did fwimme,went vpon the grounde.

19 The fyrchad power in the water contra-
rie vnro his owne vertue, & the water for-
gate his owne kinde to quench.

20 Againe,§flames did noc hurte che flc(h

Thas argument was founde in a certeine Greke copie.

of great knowledge,as he was in dede.
The prologue of the Wifdome

'\V Here as manie » and great things
haue bene giuen vsby the Law,and
the Prophetes , and by others that haue fol-
lowed them , (for the which things Ifrsel
oghttobe comended by the reafon of do&tri
nc and wifdome, whereby the readersoght
not onely to become learned them [cius,
but alfo may be able by the diligent ftudic
thereof to be proficable vato flragers bothe
by [peaking & writing) after that my grand
father Iefus had giuen him felf to therea-
ding of the Law,and the Prophetes, & other
bokes of our fathers , and had gotten the-
rein fufficientiudgement, he purpofed alfo
to write fome thing perceiningto learning
and wifdome , to the intent that they which
were delirous to learne, & wolde giue them
feluesto thefe cthings , might profite mu-
che more in living according to the Law.
Wherefore, I exhorte youto receiue it lo-
uingly , and to read it with diligence, and
totake it in good worthe, thogh we feme
to fome in fome things not able to acteinc
tothe interpretation of fuche wordes as are
hard to be expreffed:forthe thingsthat are
fpoken in the Hebrewe tongue, haue ano-
ther force in them felues then whé they are
tranflated into another tdgue,and notone~

of Iefus the fonne of Sirach.

ly thefe things ,but other things alfo,as the
Law it felf,& the Prophetes, & other bokes
haue no fmale difference when they are fpo-
kenincheir owne liguage. Therefore inthe
eight and thirtiech yere,when I cameinto
Egypt vnder King Eucrgetes, and con-
tinuedthere , Ifounde a copie ful of greae
learning, and Ithoght it neceflarie, to be-
ftowemy diligence ,2nd trauaile to inter-
pret chis boke . So fara certgine time with
great watching and ftudie T gaus my felf
tothe finithing of this boke,that it mightbe
publithed,thac they which remaine in bani-
thement, and arc defirous to learne , might
applie them felues vnto good mancrs, and
liue according to the Law.

CHAP. I.
1 Wiflsme cometh of God. 11 A praifs of the feare of
God. 29 The meanes to come by Srifdome.
v L L wiideme *cometh of
g/ "%""’)tthord,[andhzthcbc—
A Yy ne eaer with him] and is
&) with him for euer.
&\ Who cannéber the fand
of the fea,and the drop-
esof therainz,and the
dayes of the worlde > [who can meafurc]
the height of heauen, the bredeh ofthe

carth,

o
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