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P R E L I M I N A R Y .  

R E S P E C T I N G  T H E  F A M I L Y  O F  A D A M S .  

THE first charter of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay was 
granted by Charles the First, and bears date the 4th of March, 
in the fourth year of his reign, 1629. I t  recites letters-patent of 
James the First, dated 3 November, in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, 1620, granting to the Council established a t  Plymouth, 
in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and 
governing of New England, in America, all that part of Amer- 
ica, from latitude 40Â to 4S0, and through the main lands from 
sea to sea. Then, that the Plymouth Council, by deed indented 
19 March, 1628, conveyed to Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John 
Young, knights, Thomas Sonthcott, John Humphrey, John 
Endicott, and Symon Whetcomb, their heirs and associates 
forever, all that part of New England, lying between three 
miles south of Charles, and three miles north of Merriinack 
rivers. Charles, therefore, at  the petition of the grantees, and 
of others whom they had associated unto them, grants to them 
the same lands, and constitutes them a body corporate politique, 
in fact and name, by the name of the Governor and Companie 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England. 

Among the grantees of this charter is a person by the name 
of THOMAS ADAMS. 

Hutchinson says that the day for the annual election of officers; 
by charter, was the last Wednesday in Easter Term, and that 
on the 13th of May, 1628, Cradock was chosen governor, Goffe, 
deputy-governor, and eighteen assistants; of whom Thomas 
Adams was the twelfth.] 

1 History, vol. i. p. 9, of the London edition of 1765. Hutchinson's error is 
left uncorrected in the text. The year was 1629. 
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That on the 20th of October, 1629, a new choice of officers 
was made, consisting of such persons as had been resolved on 
the 29th of August preceding. John Winthrop was elected 
governor, John Humphrey, deputy-governor, and eighteen assist- 
ants; of whom Thomas Adams was the last'.] 

From this, i t  appears that Thomas Adams was one of those 
who had determined to come over with the charter. But  
nothing further has been found concerning him.2 

Hutchinson says that, in 1625, one Captain Wollaston, with 
about thirty persons, began a plantation near Weston's, which 
had been abandoned; that no mention is made of a patent to 
Wollaston ; that Morton changed the name of Mount Wollaston 
to Merry Mount; and that the people of Plymouth seized him, 
to send him to England. 

Winthrop7s Journal: under date of 20 September, 1630, 
says: " Thomas Morton was adjudged to be imprisoned till 
he were sent into England, and his house burnt down, for 
his many injuries offered to the Indians, and other misde- 
meanors." 

Winthrop's Journal, 17 September, 1639 : Mount Wol- 
laston had been formerly laid to Boston ; but many poor men 
having lots assigned them there, and not able to use those lands 
and dwell still in Boston, they petitioned t,he town, first, to have 
a minister there, and, after, to have leave to gather a church 
there, which the town, a t  length, upon some small composition, 
gave way unto. So this day they gathered a church after the 

1 History, vol. i. p. 14. 
3 The records of the Massachusetts Comoanv, whilst in London, have been 

printed in  full since 1829, when the t e x t w a s  written. They show Thomas 
Adams an active and efficient member of the Board, contributing as largely 
from his private fortune to the colonization as any one ; but he never himself 
came to America. In  the preliminary chapter to the third volun~e of the LL Col- 
lections of the American Antiquarian Society," the editor supposes this to be the 
same Thomas Adams who afterwards became alderman, high-sheriff, and, in 
1646, Lord-Mayor of London ; and who likewise shared the fortunes, good and 
bad, of the Presbyterian party. Assuming this to be correct, it is singular that 
Hutchinson should have reckoned him among those Assistants of whom he could 
give no account. His name frequently occurs in the records of the House of 
Con~mons, of which he was a member, and particularly in the course of tlieir 
struggle with Cromwell, in 1656. H e  was knighted by Charles the Second for 
his loyalty. Fuller lias placed him in his list of the Worthies of England for the 
same reason. This individual was born in Wem, in the county of Salop, where 
he founded a free school a t  his death, and where eulogies were pronounced on 
his memory. 

3 P. 20, of the edition of 1790. 4 P. 187. 
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usual manner, and chose one Mr. Tompson, a very gracious, 
sincere man, and Mr. Flint, a godly man also, their ministers." 

a There was a church pthered a t  the Mount, and Mr. Tomp- 
son, a very holy man, who had been an instrument of much 
good at  Acamenticus, was ordained the pastor the 19th of the 
9th month." 1 

I t  was in 1634 that Mount Wollaston had been laid to Bos- 
ton, and Winthrop's Journal says that on the 11th of Decem- 
ber, 1634, the inhabitants of Boston met after the lecture, and 
chose seven men who should divide the town lauds among 
them. 

At a general court held a t  Newton, 3 September, 1634, i t  is 
ordered that Boston shall have enlargement a t  Mount Wollas- 
ton and Runiney Marsh. The bounds were settled 13 April, 
1636. 

"At a general court of elections, held at  Boston, 1 3  May, 
1640. The petition of the inhabitants of Mount Wollaston was 
voted, and granted them to be a town, according to the agree- 
ment with Boston, and the town is to be called Braintree? 

Thus i t  appears that Morton's settlement a t  Mount Wollas- 
ton was broken up and his house was burnt i n  1630, the year 
in which Winthrop and his colony arrived; that in 1634 the 
General Court a t  Newton granted enlargement to the town 
of Boston a t  Mount Wollaston; that in 1636 grants of land. 
were made by the inhabitants of Boston to individuals to make-. 
settlements there without removing from Boston ; that many of 
the poor men who had lots assigned them, could not use them, 
and continue to reside in Boston ; that they therefore petitioned 
Boston, first, to  have a minister, and, afterwards, to gather a 
church, which leave was accordingly granted. They chose Mr. 
Tompson and Mr. Flint their ministers. Mr. Tompson was 
ordained the 19th of November, 1639 ; and on the 13th of May, 
1640, they were by the court of elections made a town, by the 
name of Braintree. 

Among the grantees of these lands was Henry A d a r n ~ , ~  prob- 

' P. 195. 2 P. 77. 
3 Hancock's Century Sermons, p. 21, note. 
4 I n  the records of the town of Boston, the foliowing entry occurs : - 
" 24th day, 12th month, 1640. Granted to Henry Adams,for ten heads, forty 

acres, upon the same covenant of three shillings per acre." 
This covenant, made about a year before, was a reserve of three shillings 

I * 



PRELIMINARY. 

ably a brother of Thomas Adams; one of the grantees of the 
charter, and one of the Assistants chosen a t  the time of its 
transfer to this country. 

By the records of the town of Braintree, i t  appears that this 
Henry Adams was buried on the 8th of October, 1646. From 
his will, i t  appears that he left a widow, five sons, named Peter, 
John, Joseph, Edward, and Samuel, and a daughter Ursula 
He had three other sons, not mentioned in the will, whosi 
names were Henry, Thomas, and Jonathana2 

Henry was the eldest son, and was the first town-clerk o, 

;'for every acre that hath been or  shall be granted to any  others who are  ni 
inhabitants of the town of Boston." . 

Hence it is probable that the grantee, in this instance, had lately arrived from 
the mother country, and that hc went at  once to settle in Braintree. 

1 This conjecture does not rest upon evidence of any sort; and, if Thomas 
Adams was the person supposed in a former note, it is not likely to be well 
founded. 

Genealogy was so little an object of inquiry in New England, during the latter 
part of the last centnry, that most people were content to adopt any notion 
respecting their descent that appeared plausible, without much examination of 
its soundness. One of these notions, commonly held among persons bearing the 
name of Adams, was, that they were all the posterity of some one indiviclual 
e m i ~ r a t i n s  to America during the early days of the settlement. When the dis- 
tinction attained by Samuel and John,  brought to ubiic attention the fact that 
they had a common ancestor in Henry Adams, who came from England with 
eight sons, sorne,where about the year 1G30, and that these sons left man; 
descendants scattered in tlic different towns in which they settled, this gave con 

Jirmation to the idea; and he, was forthwith very gcnerally installed as tha 
common progenitor. But  a close,r investigation of early records shows that thi 
was quite a mistake. The lists of persons admitted freemen in Massachusetts, 
during eighteen years from the settlement, show eight of the name, only two of 
whom have Christian names like those belong in^ to the nine members of the 
family of Henry. Another an11 a different Adams is found comiugto Plymout,h 
in the Fortune, eighteen years earlier. Still another is known to have "oe to 
Virginia. Perhaps there were more who went to other colonies, in which the 
name is yet continued. Hence it is certain that 110 infezence of consan- 
guinity, at least on this side of the Atlantic, can be drawn from the Inert 
fact of possessing the name in common. 

I n  truth, the name occurs frequently in England. Sir. Lower, in the ' 
edition of his work on surnames, has added a list of sixty of those most con 
in Englanci and Wales, as shown by the general registry of births, deaths 
marriages durinm the year, from July, 1837, to July, 1838. I n  that list the I 

of Adams conies^in numerically as the sixtieth and last. 
2 This makes eleven heads in the family. The  grant of lands is to on11 

111 some accounts it has been said that one so11 returned to England. 
is so stated in the inscription on the tomb of Henry Adams, which TO 

there by the subject of this biography. There is no authority for i t  1 
tion, and the secondary evidence presented by the absence of a' 
descendxnts from him who was named fJol~n. Dr. Alden makes the sa 
mem, in his curious collection of American Epitaphs-a work in wl 
much to be regretted that errors swarm so as materially to affect its val 



Braintree. The records of birt~hs, marriages, and deaths, in the 
first book of Braintree town records, are in his handwriting; 
and the first marriage recorded is his own with Elizabeth Payne, 
17  October, 1643. 

The second is that of Joseph Adams and Abigail Baxter, mar- 
ried the 26th of November, 1650. The gravestones of this Joseph 
Adams and of his wife are yet extant in the burial-ground of 
the Congregational Church at  Quincy, and the inscriptions on 
them show that he died on the 6th of December, 1694, in the 
68th year of his age. He was, therefore, born in the year 1626, 
in England, four years before the emigration of the Winthrop 
colony ; and there is reason to believe that he was the youngest, 
and that Henry was the eldest of the sons of the first Henry, 
who came with him from England. 

On the same book of records are entered the births of three 
children of Henry and Elizabeth Adams. 

Eleazar, born 5 August, 1644. Jasper, born 23 June, 1647. 
And Elizabeth, born 11 November, 1649. 

About that time, this Henry Adams removed to Medfield, of 
which he was also the first town-clerk, and where numerous 
descendants of his name are yet remaining. Among them is 
the distinguished female historian, Hannah Adams. He died 
on the 21st February, 1675, a t  the age of 71. He was, tliere- 
fore, born in the year 1604, was 26 years of age a t  the time of 
the emigration, 36 when Braintree was made a town, and 39 
when married to Elizabeth Payne. 

Of the sons of the first Henry Adams, Peter and Joseph 
only remained settled for life a t  Braintree. Joseph and his wife 
lived together forty-two years ; as the inscription on her grave- 
stone shows that she died on the 27th of August, 1692, only 
two years before her husband. 

Their children, as  recorded upon the town book, were :- 
Hannah, born 13 November, 1652. Joseph, born 24 Decem- 

ber, 1654. John, born 15  February, 1656. Abigail, born 27 
February, 1658. John and Bethiah, born 20 December, 1660. 
Mary, born 8 September, 1663. Samuel, born 3 September, 
1665. Another Mary, born 25 February, 1667. Peter, born 
7 February, 1669. Jonathan, born 31 January, 1671. Mehi- 
table, born in 1673. 

Of the original military establishment a t  Braintree, i t  appears, 
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from a minute on the record book, apparently made by John 
Mills, when he was the town-clerk, for it is professedly made 
from the memory of the writer- that Henry, Thomas, and 
Peter Adams were sergeants of companies, and John and '  
Joseph Adams, drummers. 

The inventory of the goods movable and immovable of the 
first Henry Adams presents a property, the sum total of which 
is seventy-five pounds t'hirteen shillings - the real and personal 
estate being nearly of equal value. I t  includes a house, barn, 
and ground around them. Three beds and their bedding, one 
of which was in the parlor, and two in the chamber. A variety 
of farming utensils and kitchen furniture ; some store of corn, 
hay, and hops; one cow and a heifer, swine, and one silver 
spoon, and some old books. There was land which he held 
upon lease or temporary grant from the town ; and he bequeathes 
the remainder of his term to his sons, Peter and John, and his 
daughter Ursula. He orders his books to be divided among all 
his children. The house and lands belonging to himself he 
leaves to his wife during her life or widowhood, and afterwards 
to his sous, Joseph and Edward, and his daughter, Ursula, 
charged with a payment to his son, Samuel, for land purchased 
of him, to be paid for in convenient time. There was a discre- 
tionary power to the wife to make use, by way of sale, of part 
of the land, in case of urgent need. 

There is no notice in the will of the sons Henry, Thomas, or 
Jonathan, although they still resided a t  Braintree. They were, 
doubtless, otherwise well provided for. The will discovers a 
spirit of justice in the distribution, and of parental and conjugal 
affection. The land purchased of Samuel to be paid for in 
convenient time; the charge upon the children, to whom the 
reversion of the land is given, to pay for i t  ; and, above all, the 
discretionary and contingent power to the wife to sell, are inci- 
dents truly affecting. 

At the decease of this first Henry, his son, Joseph, was but 
twenty years of age. He lived nearly half a century after- 
reared, as we have seen, a numerous family of sons and daugh- 
ters, and at  his decease left his estate to his sons, Joseph, John,' 

1 Of this son, John, mentioned in the will, who removed to Boston, Samuel 
Adams, of the Revolution, was the grandson. So that Joseph Adams was the 
common ancestor of Samuel and John Adams, at  three removes. 
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and Peter, and to his daughters, Hannah Savil, Abigail Bass, 
Bethiah Webb, Mary Bass, and Mehitable Adams. Four of 
the daughters were married before the testator's death ; Mehi- 
table shortly afterwards, 21 July, 1697, married Thomas White. 

The bulk of the estate, consisting of a malt,-house and brewery 
with lands, malting tools and vessels, was given to Peter, the 
youngest son, who was also made sole executor of the will. 

Joseph Adams, senior, was, on the 10th of April, 1673, chosen 
a selectman of the town of Braintree, together with Edmund 
Quincy ; and, in 1692-93, the same Joseph Adams was chosen 
surveyor of highways. 

His son, Joseph Adams, junior, was born, as we have seen, 
24 December, 1654. He died 12  February, 1737, a t  the age of 
82. He had three wives. 

First, Mary Chapin, 1682, by whom he had 
Mary, born 6 February, 1683, married Ephraim Jones. 
Abigail, born 17 February, 1684, married Seth Chapin. 

She died 1 4  June, 1687. 
His second wife was Hannah Bass, daughter of John and 

Ruth Bass, a daughter of John Alden. 
The issue of this marriage were 
Joseph, born 4 January, 1689, who was minister at  Newington, 

New Hampshire. 'John; born 28 January, 1691, died 25 May, 
1761. Samuel, born 28'Jliimary, 1693. Josiah, born 18  Feb- 
ruary, 1696, died 20 January, 1722. Hannah, born 23 February, 
1698, married Benjamin Owen, 4 February, 1725. Ruth, born 
21 March, 1700, married Nathan Webb, 23 November, 1731. 
Bethiah, born 13  June, 1702, married Ebenezer Hunt, 28 April, 
1737. Ebenezer, born 30 December, 1704. 

Hannah (Bass) Adams, died 24 October, 1705. 
The third wife of Joseph Adams, junior, was Elizabeth .I 

They had one son, Caleb, born 26 May, 1710, who died the 
4th of June following. 

Elizabeth survived her husband, and died February, 1739. 
Joseph Adams, junior, or the second, made his will on the 

23d of July, 1731.2 

1 Left blank in the copy. The name has not been ascertained. 
3 This is not quite accurate. A copy so dated exists, unsigned ; but a later 

will, actually upon the record at  the probate office, is dated 1 March, 1734. 
Its provisions vary from those here described, but not sufficiently to be mate- 
rial at this day. 
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He had given his eldest son, Joseph, the third of t8he name, a 
liberal education, that is to say, a t  Harvard College, where he 
was graduated in 1710; and considering that as equivalent to 
his portion of the paternal estate, he gave him, by will, only 
five p o ~ ~ n d s  to be paid in money by his executors within one 
year after his decease. He distributed his estate between his 
sons, John, Samuel, Josiah, and Ebenezer, leaving legacies to 
his daughters. 

Mary Jones, fifteen pounds. The three children of Abi- 
gail Chapin, of Mendon, six pounds. Hannah Owen, fifteen 
pounds. Ruth Adams, eighty pounds. Bethiah Adams, eighty 
pounds. 

On the 7th of March, 1699, this Joseph Adams was chosen 
a selectman of Braintree, and on the 4th of March, 1700, a 
constable. His eldest sou, Joseph Adams, on the same year 
t,hat he was graduated, 1710, was chosen the schoolmast~er. 

The lives of the first and second Joseph Adams comprise a 
period of one hundred and ten years, in which are included t,he 
whole of the first century of the Massachusetts Colony, and 
seven years of the second. The father and son had each 
twelve children, of whom, besides those that died in infancy 
or unmarried, the elder left three sons and five daughters 
living a t  his decease; and the younger, five sons and four 
daughters, besides three grandchildren, offspring of a daughter 
who died before him. The daughters of the father and son 
were all reputably married, and their descendants, by the names 
of Savil, Bass, Webb, White, Cliapiii, Jones, Owen, Hunt, 
and numberless others, are scattered throughout, every part of 
New England. 

The inventory of t'he first Henry Adams displays no super- 
fluity of wealth. He had, indeed, a house and land to bequeathe, 
but the house consisted of a kitchen, a parlor, and one chamber. 
Dr. Franklin has recorded, in the narrative of his life, the period 
of his prosperity, when his wife decided that it was time for 
him to indulge himself at  his breakfast with a silver spoon; 
and this is the identical and only article of luxury found in the 
inventory of the first Henry Adams. 

But he had raised a family of children, and had bred them to 
useful vocations and to habits of industry and frugality. His 
eldest son, Henry, was the first town-clerk, first of Braintree, 
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and then of Medfield. His sons, Thomas and Samuel, were 
among the first settlers of Chelmsford, and of Mendon. 

The brewery was probably commenced by t,he first Henry. 
I t  was continued by his son, Joseph, and formed the business 
of his life. At the age of twenty-four he married a wife of 
sixteen, and a t  his decease, after a lapse of more than forty 
years, left the malting establishment to his youngest son. His 
other children, with the exception of his youngest daughter, 
being all comfortably settled. 

This daughter (Mehitable) was only twenty-one years of age 
a t  the time of her father's death, and by his will he provided 
that she should, while she remained unmarried, live in the house 
which he bequeathed to his son, Peter. About three years after 
her father's death, she married Thomas White. 

The estate left by the first Joseph Adams was much more 
considerable than that which had been left by his father; but 
was still very small.2 To his eldest son, Joseph, he bequeathed 
only one acre of salt meadow. Joseph had already been many 
years settled ; had been twice married, and was father of four 
children a t  the time of his father's decease. In a country rate, 
made by the selectmen of the town of Braintree, on the 12th 
of May, 1690, Joseph Adams, senior, was assessed 21. 19. 6, 
and Joseph Adams, junior, Â£1.4 The prosperity of the family 
was still increasing. And i t  still continued, so that this second 
Joseph was enabled to defray the expense of educating his 
eldest son, of the same name, at  college. .The effect of this 
college education, however, was to withdraw the third Joseph 
from the town. He became a preacher of the gospel, and was 
settled a t  Ne-wington, in New Hampshire, for sixty-eight years, 
and there died in the year 1783, at  ninety-three years of age. 

John Adams was the second son of the second Joseph. He 
was born the 28th of January, 1691 ; so shortly before the death 
of his grandfather, the first Joseph, that although he had, doubt- 
less, in childhood seen him, he could certainly have retained no 
remembrance of him. The lives of this John Adams and of his 
son, who bore his name, comprise a period of no less than one 

1 This is left blank in the original. Mendon was incorporated in 1660. It is 
not clear that any of the sons of the first Henry removed there, but some of 
their children certainly did. 

2 The inventory returns Â£349 4. 0. 
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hundred and thirty-six years, from 1691 to 1826, including forty 
years of the first and within four years of *,he whole of the 
second century of the Massachusetts colony. The two Josephs, 
father and son, may thus be considered as representing the first 
century of the Massachusetts Colony, and the two Johns, father 
and son, of the second. 

On the 31st of October, 1734, the first John Adarns was 
married to Susanna Boylstou, daughter of Peter Boylston, of 
Brookline. The issue of this marriage were 

John Adams, born 19 October, 1735. Peter Boylstou, born 
16 October, 1738. Elihu, born 29 May, 1741. 

John Adarns, following the example of his father, gave hia 
eldest son the benefit of an education at Harvard College ; for 
which he was pre ared, under the instruction, successively, of ? Mr. Joseph ~arsh,[ the minister of the first Congregational 
parish of  raint tree] and of Joseph Cleverly, who was some time 
reader of the Episcopal Church a t  the same place. 

The elder John Adams was many years Deacon of the first 
church in Braintree, and several years a selectman of the town? 

1 He died on the 25th of May, 1760. 
On the back of the office copy of his will is the following early memorandum, 

in the handwriting of his son, the subject of tins memoir. 
"This testator had a good education, though not a t  college, and was a very 

capable and useful man. I n  his early life he was an officer of militia, after- 
wards a deacon of the church. and a selectman of the town ; aln~ost all the busi- 
ness of the town being managed by him in that department for twenty years 
together; a man of strict piety, and great integrity; much esteemed and 
beloved, wherever he was known, which was not far, his sphere of life being not 
extensive." 

The inventory of his estate returns Â£1330 9. 8. 
The narrative thus given in this preliminary chapter may stand for the his- 

tory, not of one, but of most of the families spread over the territory of New 
England during the colonial period, whose hard labor and persevering, but 
unobtrusive virtues, made it what it is. 



CHAPTER I. 

IN tracing the short and simple annals of the paternal ances- 
t,ors of John Adams, from their establishment here with the 
first sett,lers of the country, we have found them all in that 
humble, but respectable condition of life, which is favorable to 
the exercise of virtue, but in which they could attract little of 
the attention of their contemporaries, and could leave no memo- 
rial of their existence to posterity. Three long successive gen- 
erations and more than a century of time passed away, during 
which Gray's Elegy in the country churchyard relates the 
whole substance of their history. They led laborious, useful, 
and honest lives ; never elevated above the necessity of support- 
ing themselves by the sweat of their brow, never depressed to 
a state of dependence or want. T o  that condition, John Adams 
himself was born ; and when t,he first of British lyric poets 
wrote, - 

Some village-Hampden, that, with dauntless breast, 
The little tyrant of his fields withstood ; 

Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest, 
Some Cromwell guiltless of his country's blood," 

he little imagiiied that there was then living, in a remote and 
obscure appendage of the British dominions, a boy, a t  the 
threshold of Harvard College, whose life was destined to prove 
the prophetic inspiration of his verse. 

I 
I t  is in the order of the dispensations of Providence to adapt 

the characters of men to the times in which they live. The 
1 grandfather of John Adams had given to the eldest of his twelve 
1 children a college education for his only inheritance. And a 

precious inheritance it was;  it made him for nearly seventy 
years an instructor of religion and virtue. And such was the 
anticipation and the design of the father of John Adams, who, 

VOL. 1. 2 



14 LIFE O F  JOHN ADAMS. 

not without some urgent advice and even solicitation, prevailed 
upon his son to prepare himself for college. He was there dis- 
tinguished as a scholar, in a class which, in proportion to its 
numbers, contained as many men afterwards eminent in the 
civil and ecclesiastical departments, as any class that ever was 
graduated at  that institution. Among them were William 
Browne, subsequently Governor of the Island of Bermuda; 
John Wentworth, Governor of New Hampshire, before the Rev- 
olution, and afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia ; 
David Sewall, long known as Judge of the District Court of 
the United States in Maine; Tristram Dalton, one of the first 
Senators of the United States from Massachusetts; Samuel 
Locke, some time President of the College; and Moses Hem- 
menway, who attained distinction as a divine. Adams, Hem- 
menway, and Locke had, even while undergraduates, the repu- 
tation of being the first scholars in the class. 

In the ordinary intercourse of society, as i t  existed a t  that 
. time in New England, the effect of a college education was to 

introduce a youth of the condition of John Adams into a differ- 
ent class of familiar acquaintance from that of his fathers. The 
distinction of ranks was observed with such punctilious nicety, 
that, i n  tlie arrangement of the members of every class, prece- 
dence was assigned to every individual according to the dignity 
of his birth, or to the rank of his parents. John Adams was 
thus placed the fourteenth in a class of twenty-four, a station 
for which he was probably indebted rather to the standing of 
his maternal family than to that of his father. This custom 
continued until the class which entered in 1769, and was gradu- 
ated in 1773 ; and the substitution of the alphabetical order, in 
the names and places of the members of each class, may be 
considered as a pregnant indication of the republican principles, 
which were rising to an ascendency over those which had pre- 
vailed during the colonial state of the country. 

" Orders and degrees 
Jar  not with liberty, but well consist." 

So said the stern republican, John Milton, who, in 
displays a profound and anxious sense of the imp 
just subordination. 

Another effect of a college education was to dis 
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receiver of it for those occupations and habits of life from 
which his fathers had derived their support,. The tillage of the 
ground, and the labor of the hands in a mechanical trade, are 
not only unsuited to the mind of a ~ o u t h  whose pubescent 
years have been devoted to study, but the body becomes inca- 
pacitated for the toil appropriate to them. The plough, the 
spade, and the scythe are instruments too unwieldy for the 
management of men whose days have been absorbed in the 
study of languages, of metaphysics, and of rhetoric. The ex- 
ercises of the mind and memory take place of those of the 
hand, and the young man issued from the college to the world, 
as a master of arts, finds himself destitute of all those which 
are accomplished by the labor of the hands. His only resources 
are the liberal professions -law, physic, or divinity, or that of 
becoming himself an instructor of youth. But the professions 
cannot be assumed immediately upon issuing from college. 
They require years of further preparatorystudy, for qualification 
to enter upon the discharge of their duties. The only employ- 
ment, then, which furnishes the immediate means of subsistence 
for a graduate of Harvard College, is that of keeping a school. 

There is nothing which so clearly marks the distinguishing 
character of the Puritan founders of New England as their insti- 
tutions for the education of youth. I t  was in universities that 
the Reformat'ion took its rise. Wickliffe, John Huss, Jerome of , 

Prague, and Luther, all promulgated their doctrines first from 
the bosom of universities. The question between the Church of 
Rome and all the reformers, was essentially a question between 
liberty and power ; between submission to the dictates of other 
men and the free exercise of individual faculties. Universities 
were institutions of Christianity, the original idea of which may, 
perhaps, have been adopted from the schools of the Grecian 
sophists and philosophers, but which were essential improve- 
ments upon them. The authority of the Church of Rome is 
founded upon t'he abstract principle of power. The Reformation, 
in all its modifications, was founded upon the principle of liberty. 
Yet the Church of Rome, claiming for her children the implicit 
submission of fait,h to the decrees of her councils, and some- 
times to the Bishop of Rome, as the successor of Saint Peter, 
is yet compelled to rest upon human reason for the foundation 
of faith itself. And the Protest,ant churches, while vindicating 
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the freedom of the human mind, and acknowledging the Scrip- 
tures alone as the rule of faith, still universally recur to human 
authority for prescribing bounds to that freedom. I t  was in 
universities only that this contentious question between liberty 
and power could be debated and scrutinized in all its bearings 
upon human agency. It enters into the profoundest recesses of 
metaphysical science ; i t  mingles itself -with the most important 
principles of morals. Now the morals and the metaphysics of 
the universities were formed from the school of Aristotle, the 
citizen of a Grecian republic, and, perhaps, the acutest intellect 
that, ever appeared in the form of mau. In that school, it was 
not difficult to find a syllogism competent to demolish all human 
authority, usurping the power to prescribe articles of religious 
faith, but not to erect a substitute for human authority in the 
mind of every individual. The principal achievement of the 
reformers, therefore, was to substitute one form of human 
authority for another; and the followers of Luther, of Calvin, 
of John Knox, and of Cranmer, while renouncing and clenouni- 
ing the supremacy of the Romish Church and the Pope, ter- 
minated their labors in the establishment of other supremacies 
in its stead. 

Of all the Protestant reformers, the Church of England was 
that which departed the least from the principles, and retained 
the most of the practices, of the Church of Rome. The gov- 
eminent of the State constantly usurped to itself all the powers 
which it could wrest from the successor of St. Peter. The King 
"was substituted for the Pope as head of the church, and the 
Parliament undertook to perform the office of the ecclesiastical 
councils, in regulating the faith of the people. Even to this 
day the British Parliament pretend to the right, and exercise the 
power, of prescribing to British subjects their religion ; and, 
however unreasonable i t  may be, it is impossible to discard all 
human authority in the formation of religious belief. Faith 
itself, as defined by St. Panl, is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen." But without an express 
revelation from Heaven, the formation of this hope, and the 
belief in the existence of this evidence, come not from the 
internal operations of the mind, but by tradition from others, 
by the authority of instruction. To deny, therefore, all human 
authority, in matters of religion, is to assert an abstract prin- 
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ciple to which human practice cannot conform. Equally im- 
praetieable is i t  t,o control, by author it,^, the exercise of the 
faculties of the mind; and it is in universities, a t  the fountains 
of human knowledge, that the freedom of the mind has the 
most extensive range for operation. In England, the progress 
of the Reformation was continually entangled, not only with the 
affairs of the state, but with the passions and the caprices of 
the sovereign. When Luther first planted the standard of 
reformation at the University of Wittenberg, Henry the Eighth, 
uniting in himself the character of a dogmatist and a tyrant, 
published a book against him and his doctrines, from which he 
and all his successors have derived, from the pious gratitude of 
Leo the Tent,h, the title of Defenders of the Faith; but when, 
losing his affection for his wife, he became enamoured with one 
of her maids of honor, he quieldy learned from his angelic doctor, 
Thomas Aquinas, that the infallibility of the Pope could not 
legitimate his marriage with his brother's widow. The plunder 
of the monasteries furnished hiin with reasons equally conclusive 
for turning heresy into law, and an obsequious Parliament and 
Convocation were always a t  hand to give the sanction of the 
law to the ever versatile tenets of the king. Sensuality and 
rapacity were, therefore, the most effective reformers of the errors 
of the Church of Rome in England. After his death, and that 
of his short-lived son, Mary, the daughter of Catherine of Arra- 
gon, restored the papal authority in all its despotism and all its 
cruelty ; and Elizabeth, the daughter of Anne Boleyn, restored 
again the Protestant supren~acy upon the ruin of the triple 
tiara. The history of the Reformation in England is, therefore, 
the history of the lascivious and brutal passions of Henry the 
Eighth ; of the cruel and unmerited sufferings of his wives, and 
of the conflicting interests, bitter prejudices, and violent tempers 
of his two daughters. The principles of Elizabeth were not 
less arbitrary than those of her father; and her successors of the 
house of Stuart, James, and Charles the First, continued to eoun- 
tenance the Reformation just so far as its establishment eontrib- 
uted to the support and extension of their own temporal power ; 
and to resist, with the most inveterate and bigoted spirit of per- 
seeution, every step of further advancement to restore to its 
pristine purity and simplicity the religion of the meek and lowly 
Jesus. 

2 "  B 
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But even this half-way reformation, adulterated as it was by 
its connection with the government of the state, and with the 
passions of individuals, still leaned for its support from human 
reason upon the learning and intellect of the schools. When 
Henry the Eighth had exhausted all the resources of his tempo- 
ral power, and of his personal influence, in the vain attempt to 
prevail upon the Pope to dissolve his marriage with Catherine, 
his last resort for authority to dissolve it was to the opinions of 
the universities. 

The universities, in so far as  their decisions were invited, 
were but too well versed in the ways of the world. To the eye 
of reason, of justice, and of humanity, nothing could be more 
unjustifiable than the dissolution of the marriage of Henry the 
Eighth and of Catherine of Arragon. There was no consan- 
guinity between them. They were, indeed, within the Levitical 
degrees of prohibition ; but this was a mere positive ordinance, 
to which, in that same law, the case of Henry and of Catherine 
formed an exception, under which their marriage was not only 
not forbidden, but commanded. They had been married twenty 
years ; had several children, of whom Mary was living ; and, 
base and brutal as the conduct of Hetary was, he bore ample 
testimony, until and after her death, to the purity and tenderness 
and conjugal fidelity of Catherine. They had been married by 
a dispensation from the Pope, who often did, and has continued 
until this day to grant, without question from Roman Catholics, 
similar dispensations for marriages, even of persons in the blood 
relation of uncle and niece. The dissolution of such a mar- 
riage is, therefore, revolting to every honest and every generous 
sentiment; yet almost all the universities decided that the mar- 
riage was unlawful, and that the offspring of i t  was of spurious 
birth. Impartial readers of history will look back to this pan- 
derism of learning to the profligacy of Henry the Eighth, when 
they pass judgment upon the Catholic bigotry of Mary, and upon 
her bloody persecution of the Protestants when she came to the 
throne. But the universities are not to be estimated altogether 
by their decisions. These are warped by temporal interests 
and sordid passions ; but it is the studies to which they afford 
access that constitute their glory. The authorities of the uni- 
versity might be exercised and abused by the expulsion of Locke 
or by the application of the scourge to the person of Milton, yet 
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there i t  was that Milton and Lockc drew the nutriment which 
made them the pride and glory of their country. 

The English universities were the cradles of the New Eng- 
laud colonies; and the Reformation was their nursing-mother. 
For although the successive kings and queens of England, with 
their sycophant Parliaments and Synods, could shape and mould 
the reformation of the law, according to the standard of their 
politics and their vices, they could not so control the march of 
mind in the universities. From the moment when the spell of 
human authority was broken, the right of private judgment 
resumed its functions ; and when the student had been told that 
the only standard of faith was in the Scriptures, to prescribe 
creeds upon him under pains and penalties, however reasonable 
i t  might appear a t  White Hall, in St. Stephen's Chapel, or in 
Leadenhall Street, was but inconsistency, absurdity, and tyranny 
a t  Cambridge and even a t  Oxford. 

The unavoidable consequence of the exercise of private judg- 
ment is the diversity of faith. Human nature is so consrituted, 
that in every thing relating to religion, different minds reasoning 
upon the same facts come to different conclusions. This diver- 
sity furnishes to the Church of Rome one of her most powerful 
arguments for the necessity of a common standard, to which all 
Christians may resort for the regulation of their faith ; and the 
variations of the Protestant churches were the theme upon 
which t,he eloquent Bishop of Meaux expatiated with the 
greatest effect in his controversial writings for .the conversion of 
heretics. 

The investigating mind, however, cannot be arrested in its 
career. Henry the Eighth, Edward the Sixth, Mary, Elizabeth, 
and James could successively issue their edicts, commanding 
their subjects alternately to believe or disbelieve this or that tenet 

I 
of theRomis11 Church, to invest the Pope with infallibility, or to 
strip him of that attribute, and they could apply t'he secular arm 
with equal efficacy to sustain truthor error. The right of pri- 
vate judgment for the regulation of faith was still the corner- 
stone of the Reformation, and however i t  might be suppressed 
in the corrupted currents of the world, it was enjoyed and had 
its full operation in the universities. Among the students, who 
resorted to them in search of education and science, there were 
numbers who gave the range of free inquiry to their minds, and 



who spurned the shackles of power. In the struggle between 
the government to arrest the progress of the Reformation, and 
individuals whose spirit could not be subdued, the fury of relig- 
ious persecution could be satiated with nothing less than death 
as  the punishment of non-conformity. Banishment, in ot,her 
ages and for other crimes, considered as one of the severest of 
penalties, was an indulgence denied to the Puritans, and the 
first of the New England colonies was settled by fugitives from 
their country, who, a t  the peril of their lives, had escaped from 
the unrelenting tyranny of their native land. 

The seminal principle of the New England colonies, there- 
fore, was religious controversy ; and, from this element of their 
constitution, different from the principle of all preceding colonies, 
ancient or modern, consequences followed such as the world had 
never before witnessed. 4 

One of these consequences was that the founders of these 
colonies were men of finished education and profound learning. 
It was at. the universities, and in the pursuit of learning, that 
they had imbibed the principles which they believed, by which 
they acted, and for which they suffered. Another consequence 
was, that the same founders of those colonies were men at  once 
deeply conscientious and inflexibly firm. I t  was impossible 
that they should have adopted their principles without previous 
investigation, anxious and profound. The conclusions to which 
they came were sincere, and they believed them important 
beyond any thing that this world could give or take away. 
Every motive that could operate upon selfish passions or worldly 
interests pointed them to the opposite doctrines. The spirit of 
martyrdom alone dictated to them those which they espoused. 
The name of Puritans, given them by their oppressors in derision, 
was characteristic of their purposes and of their conduct,. It 
was the object of their labors and of their aspirations to restore 
to its simplicity and purity the religion of Jesus; and they 
alone, of all t,he sectarian reformers, adapted their system of 
discipline and of church government to their professions. They 
were even in that age, and before their emigration, denominated 
Independents. Their form of church government was demo- 
cratical. Any number of individuals residing in a neighborho 
of each other, competent to meet 
under the same roof, associated themselves by a mutual 
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nant, and formed a church. They elected, by a majority of 
votes, their pastors, teachers, ruling elders, and deacons. Each 
church was independent of all others ; and they ordained their 
ministers by imposition of hands of the brethren themselves. 
They abolished all superstitious observances, all unscriptural 
fasts and festivals, all symbolical idolatries ; but, with a solemn 
and rigorous devotion of the first day of the week to the wor- 
ship of God, they appropriated a small part of one weekly day 
to a lecture preparatory for the Sabbath, one annual day, at  
the approach of spring, to humiliation before their Maker, and 
to prayer for his blessing upon the labors of the husbandman ; 

' 

and one day, towards the close of the year, in grateful thanks- 
giving to Heaven for the blessing of the harvest and the abun- 
dance of the fields. 

Among the first fruits of this love and veneration for learning 
was t,he institution of Harvard College, within the first ten years 
after the arrival of Governor Winthrop. And with this was 
soon afterwards connected another institution, not less remark- 
able nor less operative upon the subsequent history and charac- 
ter of New England. In the year 1647, an ordinance of the 
General Court provided as follows : To the end that learning 
may not be buried in the graves of our forefathers, in church 
and commonwealth, the Lord assisting our endeavors: It is 
therefore ordered by this court, and authority thereof, that every 
township within this jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increased 
them to the number of fifty householders, shall then forthwith 
appoint one within their towns to teach all such children as shall 
resort to him, to write and read, whose wages shall be paid, 
either by the parents or masters of such children or by the inhab- 
itants in general, by way of supply, as the major part of those 
that order the prudentials of the town shall appoint ; provided 
that those who send their children be not oppressed by paying 
much more than they can have them taught for in other towns." 

"And i t  is further ordered that where any town shall increase 
to the number of one hundred families or householders, they 
shall set up a grammar-school, the master thereof being able to 
instruct youth so far as they may be fitted for the university; 
and if any town neglect the performance hereof above one year, 
then every such town shall pay five pounds per annum to the 
next such school till they shall perform this order." 
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This institution, requiring every town consisting of one hun- 
died families or more, to maintain a grammar-school a t  which 
youths might be fitted for the university, was not only a direct 
provision for the instruction, but indirectly furnished a fund for 
the support of young men in penurious circumstances, imme- 
diately after having completed their collegiate career, and who 
became the teachers of these schools. 

And thus it was that John Adams, shortly after receiving his 
degree of Bachelor of Arts a t  Harvard College, in the summer 
of 1755, became the teacher of the grammar-school in the town 
of Worcester. 

He  had not then completed the twentieth year of his age. 
Until then his paternal mansion, the house of a laboring farmer 
in a village of New England, and the walls of Harvard College, 
had formed the boundaries of his intercourse with the world. 
He was now int,roduce upon a more extensive, though still a 
very contracted theatre. A school of children is an epitome 
of the affairs and of many of the passions which agitate the 
bosoms of men. His situation brought him acquainted with 
the principal inhabitants of the place, nor conlcl the peculiar 
qualities of his mind remain long altogether unnoticed among 
the individuals and families "wit11 whom he associated. 

His conclition, as  the teacher of a school, was not ancl could 
not be a permanent establishment. Its emoluments gave but a 
bare and scanty subsistence. The engagement was but for a 
year. The compensation little above that of a common day- 
laborer. I t  was an expedient adopted merely to furnish a 
temporary supply to the most urgent wants of nature, to  be 
purchased by the devot,ion of time, which would have otherwise 
been occupied in becoming qualified for the exercise of an active 

I 
profession. To his active, vigorous, and inquisitive mind this 
situation was extremely irksome. But instead of suppressing, 
i t  did but stimulate its native energies. It is no slight indica- 
tion of the extraordinary powers of his mind, that several ori- 
ginal letters, written a t  that period of his life to his youthful 
acquaintance and friends, and of which he retained no copies, 
were preserved by the persons to whom they were written, 
transmitted as literary curiosities to their posterity, and, after 
the lapse of more than half a century, were restored to him, or 
appeared to his surprise in the public journals. 



Worcester, 12 October, 1755. 

All that part of creation which lies within our observation, is 
liable to change. Even mighty states and kingdoms are not 
exempted. 

If we look into history, we shall find some nations rising 
from contemptible beginnings, and spreading their influence till 
the whole globe is subjected to their sway. When they have 
reached the summit of 'grandeur, some minute and unsuspected 
cause commonly effects their ruin, and the empire of the world 
is transferred to some other place. Immortal Rome was a t  first 
but an insignificant village, inhabited only by a few abandoned 
ruffians; but by degrees i t  rose t,o a stupendous height, and 
excelled, in arts and arms, all the nations that preceded it. But 
the demolition of Carthage, (what one should think would have 
established i t  in supreme dominion,) by removing all danger, 
suffered i t  to sink into a debauchery, and made i t  a t  length an 
easy prey to barbarians. 

England, immediately upon this, began to increase (the par- 
ticular and minute causes of which I am not historian enough 
to trace) in power and magnificence, and is now t,he greatest 
nation upon the globe. Soon after the Reformation, a few 
people came over into this new world for conscience sake. Per- 
haps this apparently trivial incident may transfer the great seat 
of empire into America. It looks likely to me:  for if we can 
remove the turbulent Gallicks, our people, according to the 
exactest computations, will in another century become more 
numerous than England itself. Should this be the case, since 
we have, I may say, all the naval stores of the nation in our 
hands, i t  will be easy to obtain the mastery of the seas ; and 
then the united force of all Europe will not be able to subdue 
us. The only way to keep us from setting up for ourselves is 
to disunite us. Divide et  impera. Keep us in distinct colonies, 
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and then, some great men in each colony desiring the monarchy 
of the whole, they will destroy each others' influence and keep 
the country in equilibria. 

Be not surprised that I am turned politician.. This whole 
town is immersed in politics. The interests of nations, and all ' 
the dira of war, make t,he subject of every conversation. I sit 
and hear, and after having been led through a maze of sage 
observations, I sometimes retire, and by laying things together, 
form some reflections pleasing to myself. The produce of one 
of these reveries you have read above. Different employments 
and different objects may have drawn your thoughts other 
ways. I shall think myself happy, if in your turn you com- 
municate your lucubrations to me. 

I wrote you sometime since, and have waited with impatience 
for an answer, but have been disappointed. 

I hope that the lady a t  Barnstable has not made you forget 
your friend. Friendship, I take it, is one of the distinguishing 
glories of man ; and the creature that is insensible of its charms, 
though *he may wear the shape of man, is unworthy of the 
character. In this, perhaps, we bear a nearer resemblance to 
unembodied intelligences than in any thing else. From this 
I expect to receive the chief happiness of my future life ; and 
am sorry that fortune has thrown me a t  such a distance from 
those of my friends who have the highest place in my affections. 
But  thus it is, and I must submit. But I hope ere long to 
return, and live in that familiarity that has from earliest infancy 
subsisted between yourself and affectionate friend, 

JOHN ADAMS. 

It is not surprising that this letter should have been preserved. 
Perhaps there never was written a letter more characteristic of 
the head and heart of its writer. Had the political part of it 
been written by the minister of state of a European monarchy, 
a t  the close of a long life spent in the government of nations, 
i t  would have been pronounced worthy of the united pcnetra- 
tion and experience of a Burleigh, a Sully, or an Oxcnstiern. 
Had the ministers who guided the destinies of Great Britain, 
had Chatham himself, been gifted with. the intuitive foresight 
of distant futurity, which marks the composition of this letter, 
Chatham would have foreseen that his conquest of Canada in 
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the fields of Germany was, after all, but a shallow policy, and 
that divided colonies and the turbulent Gallicks were the only 
effectual guardians of the British empire in America. 

I t  was the letter of an original meditative mind ; a mind as 
yet aided only by the acquisitions then attainable a t  Harvard 
College, but formed, by nature, for statesmanship' of the highest 
order. And the letter describes, with the utmost simplicity, the 
process of operation in the mind which had thus turned politi- 
cian. The whole town was immersed in politics. I t  was in 
October of the year 1755, that year '( never to be forgotten in 
America," the year memorable by the cruel expulsion of the 
neutral French from Nova Scotia, by Braddock's defeat, and 
by the abortive expedition under Sir William Johnson against 
Crown Point. For the prosecution of the war, then just com- 
menced between France and Britain, and of which the dominion 
of the North American continent was to be the prize, the Gen- 
eral Court of Massachusetts Bay, but a short month before this 
letter was written, had held an unprecedented extraordinary ses- 
sion, convened by the lieutenant-governor of the province ; and, 
sitting every day, including the Sabbath, from the 5th to the 9th 
of September, had made provision for raising within the prov- 
ince an additional force of two thousand men. Such was the 
zeal of the inhabitants for the annihilation of the French power 
in America! The interests of nations and the dira of war 
made the subject of every conversation. The ken of the strip- . 

ling schoolmaster reached far beyond the visible horizon of that 
day. He listened in silence to the sage observations through 
which he was led by the common talk of the day, and then, in 
his solitary reflections, looked for the revelation of the future to 
the history of the past; and in one bold outline exhibited by 
anticipation a long succession of prophetic history, the fulfilment 
of which is barely yet in progress, responding exactly hitherto 
to his foresight, but the full accomplishment of which is reserved 
for the development of after ages. The extinction of the 
power of France in America, the union of the British North 
American colonies, the achievement of their independence, and 
the establishment of their ascendency in the community of 
civilized nations by the means of their naval power, are all 

1 Knot's History of Massachusetts, vol. i. p. 259. 
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foreshadowed in this letter, with a clearness of perception, and 
a distinctness of delineation, which time has hitherto done little 
more than to convert into historical fact; and the American 
patriot can scarcely implore from the bounty of providence 
for his country a brighter destiny than a realization of the 
remainder of this prediction, as exact as  that upon which time 
has already set his seal. 

But i t  is not in the light only of a profound speculative politi- 
cian that this letter exhibits its youthful writer. It lays open a 
bosom, glowing with the purest and most fervid affections of 
friendship. A true estimate of the enjoyments of friendship is 
an unerring index to a feeling heart; an accurate discernment 
of its duties is a certain test of an enlightened mind. In the 
last days of his eventful life, the greatest orator, statesman, and 
philosopher of Rome selected this as the theme of one of those 
admirable philosophical dissertations, by the composition of 
which he solaced his sorrows for the prostration of his coun- 
try's freedom, and taught to after ages lessons of virtue and 
happiness, which tyranny itself has never been able to extin- 
guish. Yet that dissertation, sparkling as it is with all the 
brilliancy of the genius of Cicero, contains not an idea of the 
charms of friendship more affecting or sublime than the senti- 
ment expressed in this letter, that friendship is that in which 
our nature approaches the nearest to thatof  the angels. Nor 
was this, in the heart of the writer, a barren or unfruitful plant. 
He  was, throughout life, a disinterested, an affectionate, a faith- , 
ful friend. Of this, the following narrative will exhibit more 
than one decisive proof. 

I t  was his good fortune, even a t  that early period of life, to 
meet with more than one friend, of mind congenial with his 
own. Among them was Charles Cashing, who had been his 
classmate a t  ~ a k a r d ,  and Richard Cranch, a native of Kings- 
bridge in England, a man whose circumstances in life had , 
made him the artificer of his own understanding as well as  
of his fortunes. Ten years older than ~ o h n  Adams, an adven- 
turous spirit and the love of independence had brought him a t  
the very threshold of life to the American shores, a friendless 
wanderer from his native land. Here, by the exercise of irre- 

I 
proachable industry, and by the ingenuity of a self-taught skill ( 
in mechanics, he had made for himself a useful and profitable 
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profession. Even before the close of his career a t  college, John 
Adams had formed the acquaintance of this excellent man ; 
and, notwithstanding the disparity of their age, they were no 
sooner known to each other than they were knit together in .  the 
bands of friendship, which were severed only by death. 

Immediately after he had taken his bachelor's degree, upon 
his contracting the engagement to keep the school a t  Worcester, 
he had promised his friend, Cranch, to write him an account of 
the situation of his mind. The following letter, preceding by 
about six "weeks that to Mr. Webb, already given, and remark- 
able as the earliest production of his pen known to be extant,' 
is the performance of that promise. 

Worcester, 2 September, 1755. 

DEAR SIR, - I promised to write you an account of the situa- 
tion of my mind. The natural strength of my faculties is quite 
insufficient for the task. Attend, therefore, to  the invocation. 
0 thou goddess, muse, or whatever is thy name, who inspired 
immortal Milton's pen with a confusion ten thousand times 
confounded, when describing Satan's voyage through chaos, help 
me, in the same cragged strains, to sing things unattempted yet 
in prose or rhyme. When the nimble hours have tackled 
Apollo's coursers, and the gay deity mounts the eastern sky, 
the gloonly pedagogue arises, frowning and lowering like a 
black cloud begrimed with uncommon wrath, to blast a devoted 
land. When the destined time arrives, he enters upon action, 
and, as a haught,y monarch ascends his throne, the pedagogue 
mounts his awful great chair, and dispenses right and justice 
through his whole empire. His obsequious subjects execute 
the imperial mandates with cheerful~iess, and think it their high 
happiness to be employed in t,he service of the emperor. Some- 
times paper, sometimes his penknife, now birch, now arithmetic; 
now a ferule, then A B C, then scolding, then flattering, then 
thwacking, calls for the pedagogue's attention. At length, his 
spirits all exhausted, down comes pedagogue from his throne; 
and walks out in awful solemnity, through a cringing multi- 

1 This is a mistake ; for a letter to Nathan Webb, written tlie day before, has 
been found anlong the papers. It is remarkable only as sliowinn; the first traces 
of the objections to "the frigid John C;ilvin," whirh deterred 'Mr. Adams from 
embracing the clerical profession, and thus decided his whole career. 
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tude. In the afternoon, he passes through the same dreadful 
scenes, smokes his pipe, and goes to bed. Exit muse. 

The situation of the town is quite pleasant, and the inhab- 
itants, as far as I have had opportunity to know their character, 
are a sociable, generous, and hospitable people ; but the school 
is indeed a school of affliction. A large number of little runt- 
lings, just capable of lisping A B C, and troubling the master. 
But  Dr. Savil tells me, for my comfort, by cultivating and 
pruning these tender plants in the garden of Worcester, I shall 
make some of them plants of renown and cedars of Lebanon." 
However this be, I am certain that keeping this school any 
length of time, would make a base weed and ignoble shrub 
of me. 

Pray write me the first time you are a t  leisure. A letter from 
you, Sir, would balance the inquietude of school-keeping. Dr. 
Savil will packet i t  with his, and convey i t  to me. 

When you see friend Quincy, conjure him, by all the muses, 
to  write me a letter. Tell him that all the conversation I have 
had since I left Braintree, is dry disputes upon politics, and 
rural obscene wit. That, therefore, a letter written wit,h that 
elegance of style and delicacy of humor which characterize all 
his performances, would come recommended with the addi- 
tional charm of rarity, and contribute more than any thing 
(except one from' you) towards making a happy being of me 
once more. To tell you a secret, I don't know how to conclude 
neatly without invoking assistance ; but as truth has a higher 
place in your esteem than any ingenious conceit, I shall please 
you, as well as myself most, by subscribing myself your affec- 
tionate friend, JOHN ADAMS. 

The letter is a picture of the situation of the writer's mind. 
And the first thing that occurs in i t  to observation, is the 
uneasiness of that situation. It is easy to perceive in i t  the 
fire of ambition, which had been kindled at  the torch of science. 
The occupation of a schoolmaster could not satisfy his aspira- 
tions. Its authority excited in him sentiments, which could be 
described only in the strains of the mock heroic. His friend, 
Dr. Savil, for his encouragement, had held up to him the pos- 
sible chances of future eminence which some of his pupils might 
obtain from his teaching; but the prospect was too contingent 
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and too remote. The school was a school of affliction, and he 
dreaded the probable effect of a long continuance in i t  upon 
himself. To  the situation of the town, and to the character and 
deportment of the inhabitants, he does ample justice ; but neither 
the employment in which he was engaged nor the conversation 
of those with whom he associated could fill the capacities of his 
soul. To the ardent and meditative mind of a youth fresh 
from the college, there was doubtless something iindefined to 
itself in the compass of its desires ; but politics and obscenity, 
the ordinary range of conversation for vulgar minds, even in the 
highest condition of life: had no attractions for him. From the 
void left aching a t  the heart, after such social intercourse, he 
reverted to the charm of correspondence with friends like Cranch 
and Quincy - to elegance of style and delicacy of humor, for 
the restoration of his happiness. 

At this time, however, he had not begun to deliberate upon 
the choice of a profession. The letter to Nathan Webb, so 
soon afterwards written, does, indeed, sufficiently foreshow that 
the cure of souls in a parish church was as  little adapted to'the 
faculties and propensities of the writer as the keeping of the 
town school a t  Worcester; but several months more passed 
away before he began to deliberate with himself upon his essen- 
tial qualifications for the pastoral office. 

On the 1st of April, 1756, in answer to a letter from his 
friend and classmate, Charles Gushing, who had advised him to 
pursue the clerical profession, he writes thus.. 

' MY FRIEND,-I had the pleasure, a few days since, of 
receiving your favor of February 4th. I am obliged to you for 
your advice, and for the manly and rational reflections with 
which you enforced it. I think I have deliberately weighed the 
subject, and had almost determined as you advise. Upon the 
stage of life, we have each of us a part, a laborious and difficult 
part to act;  but we are all capable of acting our parts, how- 
ever difficult, to  the best advantage. Upon common theatres, 
indeed, the applause of the audience is of more importance to 
the actors than their own approbation. But  upon the stage of 

1 See Johnson's Life of Savage, and the remark of this eccentric genius, upon 
Sir Robert Walpole. 

3 * 
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life, while conscience claps, let the world hiss. On the con- 
trary, if consc,ience disapproves, the loudest applauses of the 
world are of little value. While our own minds commend, we 
may calmly despise all the frowns, all censure, all the malignity 
of man. 

" Should the whole frame of nature round us break, 
In  ruin and confusion hurled ; 
We, uncoiicerued, might hear the mighty crack, 
And stand unhurt amidst a falling world." 

W e  have, indeed, the liberty of choosing what character we 
shall sustain in this great and important drama. But to choose 
rightly, we should consider in what character we can do the 
most service to our fellow-men as well as to ourselves. The 
man who lives wholly to himself is of less worth than the cattle 
in his barn." 

, The letter then proceeds to present a parallel between the 
three learned professions, as  objects of selection for a young 
man a t  his entrance upon active life, and with reference to 
the principles thus laid down, that is, to the means afforded 
respectively by them, for support, independence, and for useful- 
ness to others. From this survey of the professions, he draws 
the following somewhat dubious conclusion. 

Upon the whole, I think the divine (if he reveres his own 
understanding more than the decrees of councils or the senti- 
ments of fathers; if he resolutely discharges the duties of his 
station according to the dictates of his mind ; if he spends his 
time in the improvement of his head in knowledge and his 
heart in virtue, instead of sauntering about the streets ;) will 

1 be able to do more good to his fellow-men, and make better 
provision for his own future happiness in this profession than in 
another. However, I am as yet very contented in  the place of 
a schoolmaster. I shall not, therefore, very suddenly become a 
preacher." 

This conclusion shows that the state of his mind was yet 
unsettled upon the question then so deeply interesting to him. 
The parallel between the comparative eligibility of the profes- 
sions was very imperfect. It wanted the basis of experience 
for facts upon which reason and judgment could operate. But 
the same question occurs from year to year to a multitude of 
youths issuing from the colleges of the country. The three 
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professions may justly be considered as all equally necessary to 
the comfort and welfare of societ,y. They are all equally 
honorable; nor can the palm of usefulness justly be awarded 
to either of them in preference to the other. All afford ample 
fields for the exercise of every talent and of every virtue that 
exalts or adorns the human character. To  the ambition of 
taking part in public affairs, the law is the profession which 
affords the greatest facilities. But  for the acquisition of emi- 
nence in it, the talent of extemporaneous public speaking is 
indispensable, and that talent is of rare endowment. It requires 
a conformation of physical organs and of intellectual powers of 
peculiar character, the foundation of which is the gift of nature, 
and without which the profoundest intellect and the most inven- 
tive imagination are alike unfitted for the conflicts of the bar, 
or of deliberative assemblies. In the choice of a profession, 
therefore, the youth advancing upon the threshold of life, while 
keeping his eye steadily fixed upon the fundamental principle 
laid down in this letter, and considering in what character he 
can do the most service to his fellow-men as well as  to him- 
self, should undergo a rigorous process of self-examination; 
should learn to estimate his own powers, and determine how 
far they will bear him out in  the indulgence of his own inclina- 
tions. 

For the profession of the law, John Adams had been pre- 
eminently gifted with the endowments of nature; a sound . 
constitution of body, a clear and sonorous voice, a quick con- 
ception, a discriminating judgment, and a ready elocution. His 
natural temper was as  quick as his conception. His confidence 
in his own judgment, founded on the consciousness of his 
powers, gave i t  a cast of stubbornness and inflexibility, perhaps 
necessary for the successful exercise of the duties of a lawyer, 
nor sometimes less necessary, though requiring more frequent,ly 
the countercheck of self-control, in the halls of legislation and 
a t  the courts of kings. A deeplyconscientious moral sense, 
combining with an open disposition, averse to all disguise or 
concealment, and with that quickness of temper, produced in 
after life an occasional irritability which he was not always able 
to suppress. A more imperturbable equanimity might have 
been better adapted to the controversies of his subsequent polit- 
ical life, to the cool and crafty profligacy of simulated friends 
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and insidious rivals. But  even the vehemence of virtuous 
indignation is sometimes useful in establishing the character 
and reputation of a young man rising to eminence at  the 
bar without adventitious aid, and upon the solitary energy of 
his own faculties. 

At  the close of the above letter to Charles Gushing, there was 
the following short, but significant postscript : - 

P. S. There is a story about town that I am an Axminian." 
These few words afford the key to that change in his predi- 

lections and prospects which shortly afterwards brought him to 
the final determination of intrusting his future fortunes t,o the 
profession of the law. From the 18t~h of November, 1755, he 
had kept an occasional diary; in which, under the date of 
Sunday, the 22d of August, 1756, is the following entry. 

Yesterday I completed a contract with Mr. Putnam to study 
law under his inspection for two years. I ought to begin with 
a resolution to oblige and please him and his lady in a par- 
ticular manner. I ought to endeavor to oblige and please every- 
body, but them in particular. Necessity drove me to this deter- 
mination, but my inclination, I think, was topreach. However, 
that would not do. But  I set out with firm resolutions, I think, 
never to commit any meanness or injustice in the practice 
law. The study and practice of law, I am sure, does not 
solve the obligations of moralit,y or of religion. And although 
the reason of my quitting divinity was my opinion concerning 
some disputed points, I hope I shall not give reason of offence 
to any in that profession by imprudent warmth." 1 

In letters to his friends, Cranch and Charles Gushing, of 29th 
August and of 18th and 19th October, 1756, he speaks more 
explicitly. To the first, within a week after having completed 
his contract with Mr. Putnam, he writes : - 

MY FRIEND,- I am set down with a design of writing to 
you. But the narrow sphere I move in, and the lonely, unso- 
ciable life I lead, can furnish a letter with little more than com- 
plaints of my hard fortune. I am condemned to keep school 
two years longer. This I sometimes consider as  a very grievous 
calamity, and almost sink under the weight of woe. But  shall 
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I dare to complain and to murmur against Providence for this 
little punishment, when my very existence, all the pleasure I 
enjoy now, and all the advantages I have of preparing for here- 
after, are expressions of benevolence that I never did and never 
could deserve ? Shall I censure the conduct of that Being who 
has poured around me a great profusion of those good things 
that I really want, because He has kept from me other things 
that might be improper and fatal to me if I had them ? That 
Being has furnished my body "with several senses, and the world 
aronnd it -with objects suitable to gratify them. H e  has made 
me an erect figure, and has placed in the most advantageous 
part of my body the sense of sight. And He has hung up in 
the heavens over my head, and spread out in the fields of nature 
around me, those glorious shows and appearances with which 
my eyes and my imagination are extremely delighted. I am 
pleased with the beautiful appearance of the flower, and still 
more pleased with the prospect of forests and of meadows, of 
verdant fields and mountains covered with flocks; but I am 
thrown into a kind of transport when I behold the amazing 
concave of heaven, sprinkled and glittering with stars. That 
Being has bestowed upon some of the vegetable species a fia- 
grance that can almost as agreeably entertain our sense of smell. 
He  has so wonderfully constituted the air we live in, that, by 
giving it a particular kind of vibration, it produces in us as  
intense sensations of pleasure as the organs of our bodies can 
bear, in all the varieties of harmony and concord. But  all the 
provision that He has made for the gratification of my senses, 
though very engaging instances of kindness, are mnch inferior 
to the provision for the gratification of my nobler powers of 
intelligence and reason. He has given me reason, to find out 
the truth and the real design of my existence here, and has 
made all endeavors to promote that design agreeable to my 
mind, and attended with a conscious pleasure and complacency. 
On the contrary, He has made a different course of life, a course 
of impiety and injustice, of malevolence and intemperance, 
appear shocking and deformed to n q  first reflection. He has 
made my mind capable of receiving an infinite variety of ideas, 
from those numerous material objects with which we are en- 
vironed; and of retaining, compounding, and arranging the 
vigorous impressions which we receive from these into all the 

c 
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varieties of picture and of figure. By inquiring into the situa- 
tion, produce, manufactures, &c., of our own, and by travelling 
into or reading about other countries, I can gain distinct ideas 
of almost every thing upon this earth at present ; and by looking 
into history, I can settle in my mind a clear and a comprehensive 
view of the earth a t  its creation, of its various changes and 
revolutions, of its progressive improvement, sudden depopula- 
tion by a deluge, and its gradual repeopling; of the growth of 
several kingdoms and empires, of their wealth and commerce, 
their wars and politics; of t'he characters of their principal 
leading men; of their grandeur and power; their virtues and 
vices; of their insensible decays a t  first, and of their swi 
destruction a t  last. In fine, we can attend the eart,h from i 
nativity, through all the various turns of fortune; through all 
its successive changes ; through all the events that happen on 
its surface, and all the successive generations of mankind, to the) 
final c~nflagrat~ion, when the whole earth, with its appendages, 
shall be consumed by the furious element of fire. And after 
our minds are furnished with this ample store of ideas, far from , 

feeling burdened or overloaded, our thoughts are more free and 
active and clear than before, and we are capable of spreading 
our acquaintance with things much further. Far from bein 
satiated with knowledge, our curiosity is only improved an 
increased ; our thoughts rove beyond the visible diurnal sphere, 
range through the immeasurable regions of the universe, and 
lose themselves among a labyrinth of worlds. And not c 
tented with knowing what is, they run forward into futurity, 
search for new employment there. There they can never 
The wide, the boundless prospect lies before them ! Her 
they find objects adequate to tlieir desires. Shall I no 
sume to complain of my hard fate, when such ample pro 
has been made to gratify all my senses, and all the facultie 
my soul? God forbid. I am happy, and I will remain 
while health is indulged to me, in spite of all the other adv 
circumstances that fortune can place me in. 

I expect to be joked upon, for writing in this serious man 
when i t  shall be known what a resolution I have lately talc 
I have engaged with Mr. Putnam to study law with him 
years, and to keep the school a t  the same time. It  will be 
work; but t'he more difficult and dangerous the enterpri 

b 
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brighter crown of laurel is bestowed on the conqueror. How- 
ever, I am not without al~l~rel~ensions conccrning the success of 
this resolut,ion, but I am under much fewer apprehensions than 
I was when I thought of preaching. The fright,ful engines of 
ecclesiastical councils, of diabolical malice and Calvinistical 
good-nature never failed to terrify me exceedingly whenever I 
thought of preaching. But the point is now determined, and I 
shall have liberty to think for myself without molesting others 
or being molested myself. Write to me the first good oppor- 
tunity, and tell me freely whether you approve my conduct. 

Please to present my tenderest regards to our two friends at  
Boston, and suffer me to subscribe myself your sincere friend, 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Some of the thoughts in the first part of this letter had, 

I 
apparently, been suggested by the papers of Aclclison in the 
LL Spectator" upon the pleasures of the imagination. The 
additions discover a mind graspingat  universal knowledge, 
and considering the pursuit of science as  constituting the ele- 
ments of human happiness. These letters are given entire ; for 
although no copy of them was retained by their writ,er, yet 
nothing written by him in after life bears more strongly t,he 
impress of his intellectual powers, and none set forth with 
equal clearness the principles to which he adhered to his last 
hour. He will hereafter be seen in the characters of a lawyer, 
patriot, statesman, founder of a mighty empire, npon the great 
and dazzling theatre of human affairs. In these letters, and in 
the journals of that period in which they were written, we 
behold him, a solitary youth, struggling with the 'L res  aiig'v,sta 
domi," against which i t  has, in all ages, proved so difficult to 
emerge ; his means of present subsistence depending solely 
upon his. acquisitions at  college and upon his temporary con- 
tract for keeping school; his prospects of futurity, dark mid 
uncertain ; his choice of a profession different from that which 
his father had intended, and from that to which hc had been 
led by his ow11 inclinations and by the advice of his friends. 

This profession, besides, then labored under the disadvantage 
of inveterate prejudices operating agiinst it in the minds of 
the people of his native country. Among the original settlers 
of New England there were no lawyers. There could, indeed, 
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be no field for the exercise of that profession at  the first settle- 
ment of the colonies. The general court it'self was the highest 
court of judicature in the colony, for which reason no practising 
lawyer was permitted to hold a seat in it.l Under t,he charter 
of William and Mary, the judicial was first separated from 
the legislative power, and a superior court of judicature was 
established in 1692, from whose decisions in all cases exceeding 
three hundred pounds sterling there was an appeal to the king in 
council. Under this system, i t  was not possible that the practice 
of the bar should eit,her form or lead to great eminence. Hutch- 
inson says he does not recollect that the town of Boston ever 
chose a lawyer to represent it under the second charter, until 
the year 1738, when Mr. John Read was chosen, but was left 
out the next year; and in 1758 and '59 Mr. Benjamin Pratt 
was member for the town. From that time, he observes, that 
lawyers had taken the lead in all the colonies, as well as after- 
wards in the continental congress. 

The controversies which terminated in the war and revolution 
of independence were all upon points of law. Of such con- 
troversies lawyers must necessarily be the principal champions ; 
but at  the time when John Adams resolved to assume the pro- 
fession of the law, no such questions existed ; and the spirit of 
prophecy itself could scarcely have foreseen them. A general 
impression that the law afforded a wider range for the exercise 
of the faculties of which he could not be unconscious, than the 
ministry, and still more, a dread and horror of Calvinistical per- 
secut,ion, finally fixed his determination. 

But in taking a step of so much importance and hazard, he 
was extremely anxious to obtain the approbation of his friends. 
On the 19th of October, 1756, he wrote thus to Charles Cushing. 

Worcester, 19 October, 1756. 

MY FRIEND, - I look upon myself obliged to give you the 
reasons that induced me to resolve upon the study and profes- 
sion of the law, because you were so kind as to advise me to a 
different profession. When yours came to hand, I had thoughts 
of preaching, but the longer I lived and the more experience I 
had of that order of men, and of the real design of that insti- 

1 Hutchinson's History, vol. ill. p. 104. 
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tution, the more objections I found in my own mind to that 
course of life. I have the pleasure to be acquainted with a 
young gentleman of a fine genius, cultivated with indefatigable 
study, of a generous and noble disposition, and of the strictest 
virtue; a gentleman who deserves the countenance of the 
greatest men, and the charge of the best parish in the province. 
But with all these accomplishments, he is despised by some, 
ridiculed by others, and detested by more, only because he is 
suspected of Arminianism. And I have the pain to know more 
than one, who has a sleepy, stupid soul, who has spent more of 
his waking hours in darning his stockings, smoking his pipe, 
or playing with his fingers, than in reading, conversation, or 
reflection, cried up as promising young men, pious and orthodox 
yout,hs, and admirable preachers. As far as I can observe, 
people are not disposed to inquire for piety, integrity, good 
sense, or learning, in a young preacher, but  for stupidity (for so 
I must call the pretended sanctity of some absolute dunces), 
irresistible grace, and original sin. I have not, in one expression, 
exceeded the limits of truth, though you think I am warm. 
Could you advise me, then, who you know have not the highest 
opinion of what is called orthodoxy, to engage in a profession 
like this ? 

But I have other reasons too numerous to explain fully. This 
you will think is enough. , . . 

The students in the law are very numerous, and some of 
them youths of which no country, no age, would need to be 
ashamed. And if I can gain the honor of treading in the rear, 
and silently admiring the noble air and gallant achievements of 
the foremost rank, I shall think myself worthy of a louder 
triumph than if I had headed the whole army of orthodox 
preachers. 

The difficulties and discouragements I am under are a full 
match for all the resolution I am master of. But I comfort 
myself with this consideration-the more danger the greater 
glory. The general, who at  the head of a small army encoun- 
ters a more numerous and formidable enemy, is applauded, if 
he strove for the victory and made a skilful retreat, although his 
army is routed and a considerable extent of territory lost. But 
if he gains a small advantage over the enemy, he saves the 
interest of his country, and returns amidst the acclan~ations of 

VOL. I. 4 
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the people, bearing the triumphal laurel to the capitol. (1 am 
in a very bellicose temper of mind to-night; all my figures are 
taken from war.) 

I have cast myself wholly upon fortune. What her ladyship 
will be pleased to do with me, I can't say. But wherever she 
shall lead me, or whatever she shall do with me, she cannot 
abate the sincerity with which I trust I shall always be your 
friend, JOHN ADAMS? 

The -day before the date of this letter, he had written to Mr. 
Cranch one of similar import, repeating the request for his 

+ 

opinion upon the determination he had taken. I t  is remarkable 
that his purpose was not approved by either of the friends 
whom he consulted. They thought his undertaking incon- 
siderate and rash ; and Mr. Cranch, in a subsequent answer to 
his inquiries, advised him to reconsider his resolution, and 
devote his life to the profession of a divine. 

But his lot was cast, and he persevered. For the two su - 4 ceeding years, six hours of every day were absorbed in his 
laborious occupation of a schoolmaster, while the leisure left 
him in the remnants of his time was employed in the study of 
the law. 

In the interval between the dates of his two letters to Charles 
Cushing, ou the choice of a profession, some extracts from his 

1 These letters to Charles dishing had lain for more than half a century, for- 
gotten by their author, when, in the year 1817, they suddenly appeared in print 
in a Nantucket newspaper. The so11 of Mr. Cushin~immediately sent to Mr. 
Adams an explanation and apology for this act, which elicited from him the 
following note. 

Qniucy, 18 March, 1817. 

Thongh the publication of my juvenile letters to your father, especially in a 
Nantucket gazette, is a riddle,'a mystery beyond all con~prehension, yet as it 
was impossible for me to suspect siny unkindness in your family, the friciully 
apology in your letter of the 11th of this month was unnecessary, though highly 
gratif'yingto me. The letters, while they liave afforded some amusement to my 
friends, have excited many tender recollections as well as serious reflections in 
me. I was like a boy in a country fair, in a wilderness, in a strange country, 
with half a dozen roads before him, groping in a dark n i ~ l i t  to find which lie 
ouzht to take. Had I been obliged to tell your father the whole truth, I should 
have mentioned several other pursuits. Farming, merchandise, law, and above 
all, war. Nothingbut want of interest and patronaye prevented me from 
enlistingin the army. Coulil I have obtained a troop of horse or a company of 
foot, I should infallibly have been a soldier. I t  is a problem in my mind, to this 
day, whether I should have been a coward or a hero. 
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diary may indicate the progress of his mind towards the con- 
clusion a t  which i t  arrived. Soon after he left college, he 
adopted the practice of entering in a commonplace book ex- 
tracts from his readings. This volume commences with the 
well known verses of Pythagoras : - 

These verses appear to have suggested to him the idea of 
keeping a diary; the method best adapted to insure to the 
Pythagorean precept practical and useful effect. It was kept 
irregularly, at  broken intervals, and was continued through 
the whole active period of his life. Not, however, as  a daily 
journal, nor as  a record of the incidents of his own life. It was 
kept on separate and loose sheets of paper, of various forms 
and sizes, and between which there was no intentional chain 
of connection. In this diary, together with notices of the trivial 
incidents of his daily life, the state of the weather, the attend- 
ance upon his school, the houses a t  which he visited, and the 
individuals with whom he associated, are contained his occa- 
sional observations upon men and things, and the reflections 
of his mind, occasioned whet,her by the conversations which 
occurred in his intercourse with society, or by the books which 
lie read. The predominating sentiment in his mind was the 
consciousness of his own situation, and the contemplation of 
his future prospects in life. 

The world was all before him, where to choose 
His place," 

and the considerations upon which he was bound to fix his 
choice were long and often revolved before they ripened into 
their final determination. 

His disgust a t  the doctrines of Calvinism was perhaps riveted 
by the opinions which he found disseminated in the social circle 
into which he had been introduced. The Calvinistic doctrines 
of election, reprobation, and the atonement are so repulsive to 
human reason that they can never obtain the assent of the 
mind, but through the medium of t,he passions; and the master 
passion of orthodoxy is fear. Calvinism has no other agent. 
The terrors of eternal damnation are the only propagators of 



the faith; and when they prove inefficacious, the Calviui: 
kindles the fagot upon earth to their aid. Extremes are a]: 
to produce each other. The tyranny over the conscience ei 
ercised by the Calvinistic preachers necessarily produced 
reaction. From the dose of the first quarter of the eighteen! 
century to the end of the century itself, there appeared in ever 
part of Europe, but especially in the English and French la1 
guages, a series of writers of preeminent ability, the principc 
object of whose labors was to deny all religion, and above a1 

+j Christianity. Of these writers,Bol&gb~kg took the lead i 

I 
England. Voltaire succeeded him in France. Hume, an 
Gibbon, and Thomas Paine, successively followed in the Britis 
Islands ; Diderot, D' Alembert, and Helvetius in France. The: 
were the most popular writers of the age ; and some of the 1110- 
powerful of the& attacks were made near the middle of the cen- 
tury. The same period was equally remarkable both in France 
and England for an unexampled degeneracy of manners and 
looseness of morals. This had followed in France immediately 
after the bigotry and persecution of the caducity of Louis t,he 
Fourteenth, and the first example of open profligacy was set by 
his immediate successor, the regent Duke of Orleans. Louis 
the Fifteenth, who followed, lived through a reign of upwards 
of half a century of t,he most abandoned licentiousness, for 
which his only at'onement was dictated by a returning sense of 
religion, upon the bed of death. Something more, a t  least 
of the appearances of decency, had been preserved in England ; 
where the corruptions of the age were, if not less dissolute, a t  
least less ostentatious. 

The bigoted and gloomy doctrines of Calvinism, though deeply 
rooted in the thirt,y-nine articles of the Church of England, had 
been gradually eradicated from the actual creed of her hierarchy. 

I They still burrowed, however, in most of the dissenting churches 
of New England, and i t  was their domineering and persecuting 
spirit which drove John Adams from the profession of divinity 
to that of thc law. The literature of Great Britain was more 
thoroughly naturalized in the New England colonies than her 
government or her church establishment. The writings of the 
freethinkers had made their way across the Atlantic, and, while 
contributing to dissolve the spell of Calvinism, had not been 
altogether inefficacious in disseminating the errors of infidelity. 
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The posthumous philosophical works of Bolingbroke, posthn- 
mous because he had not dared to publish them. in his own 
lifetime, were published by David Mallet, shortly before Mr. 
Adams's residence a t  Worcester,1 and he found them in the 
library-ef ---- -- Mr. Putyam. Many of t h e  individuals with whom 

a he associated were infected with the prevailing infidelity of the 
times, but it never reached him. He read the writings of 
Bolingbroke with the spirit of candid criticism ; and, admiring 
their style, m g y y e a r s  afterwards repeatedLhe perusal of them. 
His copy of the ph~osopl~ical writings is filled with marginal -- -- 
manuscript annotations, amply sufficient to preserve any reader - 
/- 

of that copy from the influence of the fascinating errors with -- - 
which they abound. 
I n  a fragment of autobiographyleft by hIr. Adams, he gives ,l 

the following account of hisown opinions and feelings clnring 
this early period. 

Between the years 1751, when I entered, and 1754, when I 1 left college, a controversy was carried on between Mr. Bryant, 
the minister of ova parish, and some of his people, partly on 
account of his principles, which were called Arminian, and 
partly on account of his conduct, which was too gay and light, 
if not immoral. Ecclesiastical councils were called, and sat 
a t  my father's house. Parties and their acrimonies arose in 
the church and congregation, and controversies from the press 
between RIr. Bryant, ]Mr. Niles, 'Mr. Porter, Mr. Bass, concern- 
ing the five points. I read all these pamphlets and many other 
Â¥writing 011 the same subjects, and found myself involved in 
difficulties beyond my powers of decision. At the same time, 

I 
I saw such a spirit of dogmatism and bigotry in clergy and 
laity, that, if I should be a priest, I must take my side, and 
pronounce as positively as any of them, or never get a parish, 
or getting it must soon leave it. Very strong doubts arose in 
my mind, whether I was made for a pulpit in such times, and 

1 The same sad morn to church and state 
(So for our sins 't was fixed by fate) 

I A double stroke WEIS given ; 
Black as the wliirlwiud of the North, 

St_j.olin's fell_gen&s issi~'il forth 
And Pelham fled to lieav'n ! 

Garrick's Ode on the Death of Mr. Pell~um. Dodsley's Collection of Poems, 
vol. iv. p. 198. 

4 * 
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I began to think of other professions. I perceived very clearly, 
as I thought, that the study of theology, and the pursuit of i t  as  
a profession, would involve me in endless altercations, and make 
my life miserable, without any prospect of doing any good to 
my fellow-men. 

'( The last two years of my residence a t  college produced a 
club of students (I never knew the history of the first rise of 
it) who invited me to become one of them. Their plan was to 
spend their evenings together in reading any new publications, 
or any poetry or dramatic compositions that might fall in their 
"way. I was as often requested to read as any other, especially 
tragedies, and i t  was whispered to me and circulated among 
others that I had some faculty for public speaking, and that I 
should make a better lawyer than divine. Tills last idea was 
easily understood and embraced by me. My inclination was 
soon fixed upon the law. But my judgment was not so easily 
determined. There were many difficulties in the way. Although 
my father's general expectation was that I should be a divine, I 
knew him to be a man of so thoughtful and considerate turn of 
mind, to be possessed of so much candor and moderation, that 
it would not be difficult to  remove any objections he might 
make to my pursuit of physic or law, or any other reasonable 
course. My mother, although a pious woman, I knew had no 
partiality for the life of a clergyman. But I had uncles and 
other relations, full of the most illiberal prejudices against the 
law. I had, indeed, a proper affection and veneration for them, 
but as I was under no obligation of gratitude to them, which 
could give them any color of authority to prescribe a course of 
life to me, I thought little of their opinions. Other obstacles 
more serious than these presented themselves. A lawyer must 
have a fee for taking me into his office. I must be boarded 
and clothed for several years. I had no money; and my father, 
having three sons, had done as much for me, in the expenses of 
my education, as his estate and circumstances could justify, and 
as my reason or my honor would allow me to ask. J therefore 
gave out that I would take a school, and took my degree a t  
college undetermined whether I should study divinity, law, or 
physic. 

In the public exercises a t  commencement, I was somewhat 
remarked as a respondent, and Mr. Maccarty of Worcester, who 

Â¥k 
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was empowered by the selectmen of that town to procure them 
a Latin master for their grammar-school, engaged me to under- 
take it. About three weeks after commencement, in 1755, when 
I was not yet twenty years of age, a horse was sent me from 
Worcester, and a man to attend me. W e  made the journey, 
about sixty miles, in one day, and I entered on my office. For 
three months I boarded with one Green, a t  the expense of the 
town, and by the arrangemcnt of the selectmen. Here I found 
Morgan's Moral Philosopher,' which I was informed had cir- 
culated with some freedom in that town, and that the principles 
of deism had made a considerable progress among several per- 
sons, in that and other towns in the county. Three months 
after this, the selectmen procured' lodgings for me a t  Dr. Nahnm 
Willard's. This physician had a large practice, a good reputa- 
tion for skill, and a pretty library. Here were Dr. Cheyl~e's 
works, Sydenham and others, and Van Swieten's Commen- 
taries on Boerhaave. I read a good deal in these books, and 
entertained many thoughts of becoming a physician and a sur- 
geon. But  the law attracted my attention more and more; 
and, attending the courts of justice, where I heard Worthington, 
Hawley, Trowbridge, Putnam, and others, I felt myself irresist- 
ibly impelled to make some effort to accomplish my wishes. I 
made a visit to  Mr. Putnam, and offered myself to him. He 
received me with politeness, and even kindness, tooh a few days 
to consider of it, and theu informed me that Mrs. Putnam had 
consented that I should board hi his house, that I should pay no 
more than the town allowed for my lodgings, and that I should 
pay him a hundred dollars when I should find i t  convenient. I 
agreed to his proposals without hesitation, and immediately 
took possession of his office. His library, a t  that time, was not 
large; but he had all the most essential law books. Imme- 
diately after I entered with him, however, he sent to England 
for a handsome addition of law books, and for Lord Bacon's 
works. I carried with me to Worcester, Lord Bolingbroke's 
' Study and Usc of History' and his Patriot Eug.'  These 
I had lent him, and he was so well pleased with them that he 
added Boliugbroke's works to his list, which gave me an oppor- -- - - 
tunity of reading the posthun~ous works of that writer, in five 
volumes. Mr. Burke once asked, who ever read him through ? 
I can answer that I read him through before the year 1758, and ,/ 
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that I have read him through - -  a t  1 e a s L t w k  since that time; 
But, I confess, without much good or harm. His ideas of the 
English constitution are correct, and his political writings are 
worth something; but, in a great part of them, there is more 

I of faction than of truth. His religion is a pompous folly ; and 
his abuse of the ~h r i s t i an  religion is as  superficial as it is 
impious. His style is original and inimitable; i t  resembles 

' 
more the oratory of the ancients than any writings or speeches 
I ever read in English." 

In October, 1758, terminated the period of his keeping school 
a t  Worcester, and of his law studies under the direction of Mr. 
Putnain. He was sworn as an attorney in the superior court a t  
the recommendation of Jeremy Gridley, then attorney-general 
of the Province, and one of the most eminent lawyers and  
scholars of the time. By some accident i t  had happened that 
Mr. Putnam neglected to give him, on his departure, the usual 
certificate and recommendation to the court. He  went, there- 
fore, and introduced himself, in person, to Mr. Gridley, who, 
upon conversing with him, conceived a very high opinion of his 
acquisitions, and besides presenting him with a very favorable 
commendation to the court, treated him with a kindness and 
courtesy which produced a deep and indelible impression upon 
his mind and heart. Mr. Gridley counselled him as a brother, 
with regard to the practice of the profession, and advised him 
as  a parent with regard to his conduct in life.1 

' See the Diary, vol. ii. pp. 45-50. 



CHAPTER 11. 

FROM the time of the admission of Mr. Adams to the bar, he 
resided a t  his father's house, in Braintree ; and, after the decease 
of his father, which happened on the 25th of May, 1761, he 
remained with his mother, until his marriage, in 1764. The 
earlier part of this time was a period of intense anxiety to him 
with regard to his prospects in life. An obscure village of New 
England, in a family alike unknown to fortune and to fame, 
was a scene little adapted to promote his advancement in 
either. In the following extracts from his journal, the reader 
will find an exposition of the thoughts which occupied his 
leisure; of the studies that he pursued; of his constant obser- 
vation upon men and manners within the contracted circle of 
acquaintance with whom he habitually associated, and of that 
severe and rigorous self-examination and censure to which he 
had accustomed himself, and in which he reduced to effective 
practice the precept of Pythagoras. 

"Si t .  xxiii. 1759. The other night, the choice of Hercules 
came into my mind, and left impressions there which I hope 
will never be effaced, nor long unheeded. I thought of writing 
a fable on the same plan, but accommodated, by omitting some 
circumstances and inserting others, to my own case. Let virtue 
address me. 

Which, dear youth, will you prefer, a life of effeminacy, 
indolence, and obscurity, or a life of industry, temperance, and 
honor ? Take my advice ; rise and mount your horse by the 
morning's dawn, and shake away, amidst the great and beauti- 
ful scenes of nature that appear at  that time of the day, all the 
crudities that are left in your stomach, and all t,he obstructions 
that are left in your brains. Then return to your studies, and 
bend your whole soul to the institutes of the law and the 
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reports of cases that have been adjusted by the rules in the 
institutes. Let  no trifliug diversion, or amusement, or company, 
decoy you from your books ; i. e. no girl, no gun, no cards, no 
flutes, no violins, no dress, 110 tobacco, no laziness.' 

Labor to get distinct ideas of law, right, wrong, justice, 
equity ; search for them in your own inind, in Roman, Grecian, 
French, English treatises of natural, civil, common, statute law. 
Aim a t  an exact linowleclge of the nature, end, and means of 
government. Compare the different forms of i t  with eacli other, 
and each of them with their effects 011 public and private happi- 
ness. Study Seneca, Cicero, and all other good moral writers ; 
study Montesquieu, Bolingbroke, Vinnius, &c., and all other 
good civil writers.', 

L L  JEA. xxv. 1760. I have read a multitude of law books ; ^ mastered but few. Wood, Coke, two volumes Lillie's Abridg- 
ment, two volumes Sallield'~ Reports, Swinburne, Hawlcins's 
Pleas of the Crown, Fortescue, Fitzgibbon, ten volumes in 
folio, I read a t  Worcester quite through, besides octavos and 
lesser volumes, and many others, of all sizes, that I consulted 
occasionally without reading in course, as dictionaries, reporters, 
entries, and abridgments. 

L6 I cannot give so good an account of the improvement of 
my last two years spent in Braintree. However, I have read 
no small number of volumes upon the law the last two years. 
Justinian's Institutes I have read through in Latin, with Vin- 
nius's perpetual notes ; Van Muyden's Tractatio Institutionurn 
Justinitmi, I read through and translated mostly into English, 
from the same language. Wood's Institute of the Civil Law 

I I read through. These on the civil law. On the law of Eng- 
land, I read Cowell's Institute of the Laws of England, in imi- 
tation of Jt~stinian, Doctor and Student, Finell's Discourse of 
Law, Hale's History, and some reporters, cases in chancery, 
Andrews, &c., besides occasional searches for business. Also a 

. . General Treatise of Naval Trade and Commerce, as founded on 
the laws and statutes. All this series of reading has left but 1 faint impressions, and a very imperfect system of law in my liead. 

1 The present plan of publication renders it unnecessary to insert here the 
large extracts from the Diary," originally introduced by the writer. Only 
such passages are rehined as immediately illustrate his views of character. The 
remainder appear in the "Diary," as printed in vol. ii. p. 59, et seq. 

I 
I 
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I must form a serious resolution of beginning and pressing 
quite through the plans of my lords Hale and Reeve. "Wood's 
Institutes of Common Law I never read but once, and my Lord 
Coke's Commentary on Littleton I never read but once. These 
two authors I must get and read over and over again. And I 
will get them, too, and break through, as Mr. Gridley expressed 
it, all obstructions. Besides, I am but a novice in natural law f 

and civil law. There are multitudes of excellent authors 011 

natural law that I have never read ; indeed, I never read any 
part of the best authors, Puffendorf and Grotius. In the civil 
law there are Hoppins and Vinnius, Commentators on Justinian, 
Domat, kc., besides institutes of canon and feudal law that I 
have to reacl.1 

". . . Pretensions to wisdom and virtue,, superior to all the 
world, will not be supported by words only. If I tell a man I 
am wiser and better than he or any other man, lie will either 
despise, or hate, or pity me, perhaps all three. I have not 
conversed enough with the world to behave rightly. I talk to 
Paine about Greek; that makes him laugh. I talk to Sam. 
Quincy about resolution, and being a great man, and study, 
and improving time ; which makes him laugh. I talk to Ned 
about the folly of affecting to be a heretic ; which makes him 
mad. I talli to Hannah and Esther abont the folly of love ; 
about despising i t  ; about being above i t  ; pretend to be, insen- 
sible of tender passions ; which makes them laugh. I talk to 
Mr. Wibircl about the decline of learning; tell him I know no 
youngfellow who promises to make a figure ; cast sneers on 
Dr. Marsh for not knowing tlie value of old Greek and Roman 
authors ; ask when "will a genius rise that Â¥wil shave his beard, 
or let i t  grow rather, and sink himself in a cell in order to 
make a figure. I talk to Parson Smith about despising gay 
dress, grand buildings and estates, fame, kc., and being con- 
tented with what will satisfy the real wants of nature. 
"AH this is affectation and ostentation. I t  is affectation of 

learning, and virtue, and wisdom, which I have not; and it is a 
weak fondness to show all that I have, and to be thought to 
have more than I have. 

" Besides this, I have insensibly fallen into a habit of affecting 
wit and humor, of shrugging nay shoulders, and moving, dis- 



uneasy, ungraceful, and my attention" is unsteady and k e g -  
da r .  

'' These are reflections on myself that I make. They are 
faults, defects, fopperies, and follies and disadvantages. Can 1 
mend these faults, and supply these defects ? " 

During his residence at  Worcester, in 1757, Mr. Adams be- 
came personally acquainted with Jonathan Sewall, a young 
man descended from one of the most distinguished families of 
the province, but who, like himself, had inherited nothing from 
his ancestors but a college' education and poverty. He was 
about seven years older than Mr. Adams, but was admitted 
only a short time before him to the bar. In 1757 and 1758, 
Sewall, who then resided a t  Salem, attended the sessions of the 
superior court a t  Worcester, and spent his evenings in Colonel 
Putnam's office with Mr. Adams, who was then a student 
there. Congenial tastes and sentiments soon bred a warm and 
intimate friendship between them, rendered interesting not only 
by its pleasing and long-continued intercourse of mutual good 
offices and kindness, but painfully so by its subsequent dissoln- 
tion occasioned by the different sides which they took in the 
Revolution of Independence. 

In the preface to the republication of the controversial essays, 
under the respective signatures of Novanglus and Massachu- 
settensis, Mr. Adams, in 1819, so shortly before his own death, 
gave an account of Jonat'han Sewall, and of the friendship 
which had subsisted between them.l Of their correspondence, 
a few small  fragment,^ only are known to remain. Mr. Adams, 
a t  that time, kept few and imperfect copies of his letters, and 
of those of Mr. Sewall to him none have been found amonar 
his papers. The following extracts from the copies of le 
written in 1759, 1760, and 1761, are submitt,ed to the reade 
characteristic of their author a t  that period of his life, 
yet under tlie age of twenty-five. 

[NOTE, BY THE EDITOR. The first of the t,hree 
for insertion here has been print,ed in the "Diary," in th 
irnmecliat,e connection in which the copy of i t  occurs in th 
manuscript? In the plaee it was to oecupv, one of thre 

Vol. iv. p. 5,  et seq. Vol. ii. 11. 79. 

m 
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early letters of Mr. Sewall, which a closer examination of Mr. 
Aclams's papers has revealed, is introduced. I t  is particularly 
appropriate, as being the one which called ont the succeeding 
letter of Mr. Adams, that made the second of the original series. 
I t  is of value on other accounts. I t  discloses a project enter- 
tained a t  this time by Mr. Adams, though somewhat feebly, it 
would seem, of removing to Providence, no trace of which is 
found elsewhere. It likewise explains the purpose of the cor- 
respondence, which was mutual improvement, by stimulating 
the investigation of questions of law. But beyond and above 
all these, it sets in full light t,he genuine nature of the bond 
of sympathy between these young men, brought up ill a 
small town of an obscure colonial settlement,, with few objects 
immediately before them to excite their ambition or to nurse 
the purest aspirations. In this respect i t  may reasonably be 
doubted whether the lapse of time and the great change of 
circumstances in America, though opening an incomparably 
greater field of exertion to human abilities, have done any thing 
to improve upon the motives or principles here shown as setting 
them in motion.] 

JONATHAN SEWALL T O  J O H N  ADAMS. 

Charlestown, 13 February, 1760. 

MY FRIEND,-In my last, if I rightly remember, I joined 
. 

with you in your panegyric on the superior rewards which 
ancient Rome proposed to application and study, and in your 
satire on those despicable prcemia, which we, whose lot it is to 
live in the infant s'tate of a new world, can rationally expect. 
But perhaps we have both been too hasty in our conclusions ; 
possibly, if we pierce through the glare of false glory, too apt 
to dazzle and deceive the intellectual eye; if, in order to the 
forming a just estimate, we secrete the genuine from the imag- 
inary rewards, we may find the difference much less than at  
first sight we are apt to conceive. For, let us, if you please, 
my friend, consider what was the palm for which the Roman 
orator ran. It was tlie plaudit of a people a t  that time sunk 
into a most shameful effeminacy of manners, governed by a 
spirit of faction and licentiousness, to which this father of his 
country a t  length fell himself a sacrifice. I t  was the highest 

VOL. I. 5 D 
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post of honor in that august empire, which hat11 since fallen an 
easy prey to Goths, Visigoths, Vandals, and ot,her barbarisms 
and uncivilized nations of the north. I t  was to be the first 
man in that Romu JEternu, which but for the names of Brutus, 
Caesar, Cicero, Catiline, and a few other patriots, tyrants, ora- 
tors, and conspirat,ors, which have been perpetuated by t,he 
eminence of their owners in t,heir respective employments, had 
been long since buried in et,ernal oblivion. To be caressed, 
applauded, and deified by Roman citizens, to be raised to the 
highest honors which Rome, the mistress of the world, could 
give, are rewards, it must be confessed, in their nature more 
dazzling, and, to an unthinking mind, more captivating and 
alliiring to the toils of indefatigable study and close thinking ; 
and in these, i t  will be acknowledged, Cicero had greatly t,he 
advantage of us. But are these the most striking? Are there 
not others, which we, as  well as Cicero, have in prospect, 
infinitely superior in their nature, more refined, more lasting? 
What  think you, my friend, of t,he inward pleasure and satis- 
faction which the human mind receiveth from the acquisition 
of knowledge ? What  of the rational delight which the benev- 
olent man experienceth in the capacit,y and opportunity of 
doing good to his fellow-men? What  of the heartfelt joy 
which the man of virtue overflows with, in relieving and sup- 
porting dist'ressed innocence and goodness, and in detecting 
and punishing insolent vice ? 

But Cicero's name has been handed down through many 
ages wit,h admiration and applause. So may yours. c L  Worth 
makes the man," forms the character, and perpetuates his 
memory. Cicero is not revered because he was Rome's consul. 
Had his orations been delivered in the little senate of Lilybsenm 
or Syracuse, yet st,ill t,hey would have been esteemed as they 
are by all men of learning, and perhaps would have perpetuated 
the names of Lilybsenm and Syracuse for many ages after they 
shall now be forgotten. And had A- n lived in Rome, it 
is more than probable we should never have heard his name. 
I t  is not the place where a man lives, nor his t,itles of honor in 
that place, which will procure him esteem with succeeding 

, generations, though, perhaps, for the present, i t  may command 
the outward respect of the unthinking mob, for the most part 
dazzled with the parade and pomp of nobility. But if, in the 
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estimation of the world, a man's wort,h riseth in proportion to 
the greatness of his country, who knows but in  future ages, 
when New England shall have risen to its intended grandeur, i t  
shall be as carefully recorded among the regist,ers of t'lie literati, 
that Adams flourished in the second century after the exode of 
its first settlers from Great Britain, as i t  is now that Cicero was 
born in the s ix hundred and forty-seventh year after the build- 
ing of Rome ? 

A man, by will, gives his negro his liberty, and leaves him a 
legacy. The executor consents that the negro shall be free, but 
refuseth to give bond t,o the selectmen to indemnify the town 
against any charge for his support, in case he should become 
poor, (without which, by the province law, he is not manumit- 
ted,) or to pay him the legacy. 

Query. Can he recover the legacy, and how? 
I have just observed that in your last you desire me to say 

something towards discouraging you from removing to Prov- 
idence; and you say, any thing will do. At present, I only 
say, you will do well enough where you are. I will explain 
myself, and add something further, in some future letter. I 
have not time to enlarge now, for which I believe you will not 
be hiconsolably grieved. So, to put yon out of pain, your 
hearty friend, JONATHAN SEWALL. 

P. S. I hope you'll write me soon. I think you are scrupu- . 
lously exact in writing only in turn. 

P. P. S. I am now going t,l~rougl Coke Littleton again, and 
I suppose you are likewise. If you make any new observa- 
tions as you go along, or if any questions arise in your mind, i t  
may possibly be o f  mutual advantage to communicate them. 
I shall do the same. This may, in some measure, answer the 
end of reading him together, which, I am persuaded, would be 
eminently beneficial, a t  least to J. S. 

JOHN ADAMS T O  JONATHAN SEWALL. 

February, 1760. 

I am very willing to join with you in renouncing the reason- 
ing of some of our last letters. 



received from the noisy applause and servile homage that is 
paid to any officer, from the lictor to the dictator, or from the 
sexton of a parish to the sovereign of a kingdom. And reason 
will despise equally a blind, undistinguishing adoration of what 
the world calls fame. She is neither a goddess to be loved, nor 
a demon to be feared, but an unsubstantial phantom, existing 

contempt, give me leave to reserve (for I 
sure t,hat reason will warrant) a strong affection for the 

honest approbation of the wise and good both in the pres 
and in all future generations. Mistake not this for an expe 
tion of the life to come, in t,he poet's creed. Far  otherwise. I 
expect to be totally forgotten within seventy years from t,he 
present hour, unless tmhe insertion of my name in the college 

l o p e  should luckily preserve it longer. When heaven 
us an extraordinary character, one that shall distinguish 
th through the world by any great effects, i t  never fails to 

eans and opportunities ; but  the common 
herd of mankind, who are to be born, and eat, and sleep, and 
die, and be forgotten, is thrown into the world, as  it were, a t  
random, without any visible preparation of accommodations. 
Yet,, though I have very few hopes, I am not ashamed to own 

. that a prospect of an immortality in the memories of all the 
worthy, to the end of time, would be a high gratification to my 
wishes. 

But  to return. Tully, therefore, had but few advantages, in 
the es'tin~ation of reason, more than we have, for a happy life. 
He had greater political objects to tempt his ambition. He 
had better opportunities to force the hosannas of his country- 
men. But  these are not advantages for happiness. On the 
contrary, the passions which these objects were designed to 
gratify, were so many stings forever smarting in his mind, 
which, at  last, goaded him into that excess of vanity and 
pusillanimity, for which he has been as often blamed as ever 
he was praised for his genius and his virtues. I t  is true, he 
had abler masters, and more opportunities for instructive con- 
versation, in a city so fruitful of great men. But, in other 
respects, the rational sources of pleasure have been much 
enlarged since his day. 
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In the acquisition of knowledge, without which i t  would be 
a punishment to live, we have much greater advantages (wliat- 
ever some ingenious men may say), than he had or could have. 
For the improvements in navigation, and the surprising aug- 
mentation of commerce, by spreading civilized nations round the 
globe, and sending men of letters into all countries, have multi- 
plied the means of information couceri~ing the planet we inhabit. 
And the invention of the art of printing has perpetuated and 
cheapened the means of every kind of knowledge, beyond what 
could have been imagined in his day. Besides, Europe has 
been, ever since his death, the constant theatre of surprising 
characters, actions, events, revolutions, which have been pre- 
served in  a sufficient plenty of memorials to constitute a series 
of political knowledge, of a greater variety of characters, more 
important events, and more complicated circumstances, and, of 
consequence, better adapted for an agreeable entertainment to 
the mind, than any that the world had ever known in his times. 
And, perhaps, there never was before, nor has been since his day, 
a period abounding with greater heroes and politicians, or with 
more surprising actions and events, than that in which we live. 

In metaphysics, Sir. Locke, directed by my Lord Bacon, has 
steered his course into the unenlightened regions of the human 
mind, and, like Columbus, has discovered a new world. A 
world whose soil is deep and strong ; producing rank and un- 
wholesome weeds, as well as wholesome fruits and flowers. A 
world that is incumbered with unprofitable brambles, as well 
as stored with useful trees ; and infested with motley savages, 
as well as capable of furnishing civilized inhabitants. He has 
shown us by what cultivation these weeds may be extermi- 
nated, and the fruits raised ; the brambles removed as well as 
the trees grubbed; the savages destroyed as well as the civil 
people increased. Here is another hemisphere of science, there- 
fore, abounding with pleasure and with profit, too, of which lie 
had but very few, and we have many advantages for learning. 

But in mathematics, and what is founded on them, astron- 
omy and philosophy, the modern discoveries have done honor 
to the human understanding. Here is the true sphere of 
modern genius. What  a noble prospect of the universe have 
t'hese men opened before us! Here I see millions of worlds 
and systems of worlds, swarming with inhabitants all engaged 

5 * 
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in the same active investigation of the great system of nniver- 
sal and eternal truth, and overflowing with felicity. And, while 
I am ravished with such contemplations as these, i t  imports 
me little on what ground 1 tread, or in what age I live. 

The intention of the testator, to be collected from the words, 
is to be observed in the construction of a will ; and where any 
title to lands or goods, or any other act, is devised to any one,. 1 
without any mention of something previous or concomitant, 
without which the act or title is not valid, in such case the 
thing previous or concomitant shall, by implication, be devised 
too ; e. g. 

A man devises lands and tenements t,o A B, the said A B 
paying Â£10 out of the same lands to B C. Here are no 

< 
words of inheritance or of freehold, you see. Yet, since the 
test,ator plainly intended that Â£10 should be paid to B C out 
of the land, it must be presumed that he knew the rule of law 
which entitles a devisee of lands incumbered with a charge, to 

< 
a fee-simple, and, therefore, a fee-simple shall pass by implica- 
tion. So, also, 

A man devised lands and tenements to A B, in trust for C D 
and his heirs. Here are no words of inheritance ; yet, as he has 
established a t,r~ust that may last forever, he shall be presumed 
to have intended a fee-simple in his devise, and the devisee 
shall hold t,he tenement to himself and his ow11 heirs forever by 
implication, although the cestiii qzie trust should die heirless 
to-niorrow. 

Now. E n  nzesure Ie nza,n,ner. The testator intended plainly 
that his negro should have his liberty and a legacy; therefore 
the law will presume that he intended his executor should do all 
that without which he could have neither. That this indeinnifi- 
cation was not in the testator's mind, cannot be proved from the 
will any more than it could be proved, in the first case abov 
that the testator did not know a fee-simple would pass a wi 
without the word heirs ; nor than, in the second case, thkt 
devise of a trust, that might continue forever, would convey a 
fee-simple without the like words. I take it,, therefore, that 
executor of t,his will is, by implication, obliged to give bonds t 
the town treasurer, and, in his refusal, is a wrongdoer; and 
cannot think he ought to be allowed to take advantage. of his 
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own wrong, so much as to allege this want of an indemnifica- 
tion to evade an action of the case brought for the legacy by 
the negro himself. 

But  why may not the negro bring a special action of the 
case against the executor, setting forth the will, the devise of 
freedom and a legacy, and then the necessity of indemnification 
by the province law, and then a refusal to indtynnify, and, of 
consequence, to set free and to pay the legacy ? 

Perhaps the n e p o  is free a t  common law by the devise. 
Now, the province law seems to have been made only to oblige 
the master to maintain his manun~itted slave, and not to declare 
a manumission in the master's lifetime, or a t  his death, void. 
Should a master give his negro his freedom, under his hand 
and seal, without giving bond to the town, and should after- 
wards repent and endeavor to recall the negro into servitude, 
would not that instrument be a sufficient discharge against the 
master ? 

P. S. I felt your reproof very sensibly for being ceremonious. 
I must beg pardon in a style that I threatened you with as a 
punishment, a few letters ago. 

However, it is not ceremony so much as poverty. 

JOHN ADAMS T O  JONATHAN SEWALL. 

SIR,- You have, perhaps, expected from me, according to 
the custom of the world, some expressions of nay condolence 
in yoru- loss of Judge Sewall.1 T o  be plain, I always feel 
extremely awkward, whenever I attempt, by writing or in per- 
son, to console the sorrowful, or to rejoice with those that do 
rejoice. I had rather conceal my,own fellow-feeling in their 
joys or griefs, at the hazard of being thought insensible, than 
express any very great degree of either at the risk of being 
thought insincere. 

The loss is certainly great to you and to the province in 

1 Stephen Sewall, chief justice of the superior court of Massachusetts, the 
person referred to, died on the 10th of September, 1760. 
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general ; but Providence can neither be resisted, nor persnadet 
nor fathomed. Implicit resignation is our greatest wisdom, 
both as our duty, and as the only sufficient source of tran- 
quillity. Relyingoon this foundation, we should endeavor to turn 

ities of things, future peace and pleasure. 

- I 
our thoughts as  much as we can from irretrievable misfortunes, 
and towards the means of procuring, according to the probabil- 

And, in this view, instead of grieving excessively for what 
can never be avoided nor diminished, I shall be so free as  to 

1 
Ã ask your opinion, and to set you on the search (if a t  any loss), 

concerning the following point of law practice. If a writ, tri- ' 
able before a justice, is served within six days, or five, if you I 
please, of the time of trial; or one a t  court, within twelve or 
thirteen, what is the proper method of taking advantage of this 
insufficiency ? Must this be pleaded in abatement, or mast the 
action be dismissed? Must advantage be taken by motion or 

b y  plea? The law has provided that court writs shall be 
served fourteen days, and justices, at  least, seven days, before 
the time of trial. And, in general, what is the method of 
taking advantage of insufficient services and returns ? 

And qucere also. Suppose A leased a house, in 1756, for one 
year, to  B, a t  ten pounds rent, for that year, and, after that 
year expired, B continued in the house another year, without 
any renewal of the lease, or any new contract for any certain 
rent. Would debt for rent, in the common form, lie, for the 
year 1757, a t  ten pounds also for that year? 

Should be glad of an immediate answer to these questions, 
especially t,he last, as  upon that turns an affair of importance 
to me.1 In the mean time wishing you, amidst all the per- 
plexities and disappointments of this uncomfortable state, as  
great a share of happiness as your genius and virtues may be 
said, in the language of mankind, to deserve: I subscribe, 
usual, your hearty friend, 

1 This is probably the case referred to in the "Diary," upon which the wri 
consulted Mr. Gridley, v 

2 Jonathan Sewall fell 
tues, by removal from M 
gain any other. Fift,een 
were followed by a trans 
which he had not time 
to pay the great debt of 
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A project has just started into my mind, of collecting the anec- 
dotes of the lives of all the great lawyers, ancient and modern. 
Tlie character of Sulpitius suggested it to me. Vide u Middle- 
ton," vol. iii, p. 134. 

In the year 1761, arose the question respecting the legality 
of "writs of assistance, argued before the superior court of the 
province, by James Otis, and which Mr. Adams himself con- 
sidered as the spark in which originated the American Revolu- 
tion. It was, with reference to the liberties of the people, in 
substance the same as that upon general warrants, which, two 
years later, kindled a flame in the island of Great Britain. The 
writ of assistance is a process sometimes issued in England by 

been found of a letter written by Sewall to a friend, in 1787, after he had come 
to St. John's, wbicli presents a vivid picture of the nature of the trials to which 
he had been subjected, as well as of his own mind uniler the etiuct of them. No 
one could read it without feelingstrong sympathy with the sufferer, not unmixed 
with surprise a t  tlie languor displayed by the British government in requiting his 
loyalty. Even the small salary allowed him as a colonial judge waa suffered to 
run into arrears more thau once, whilst the discontinuance of his place altogether 
was a question left ever hanging over his head. With such examples before the 
world, small is the encourasenient lielil out to British colonists to take the side 
of authority in any contest with their brethren. 

But what makes this letter particularly interesting in this connection is, that it 
contains a sketch of Mr. Adams, and an account of tlie last interview which the 
friends ever had. Thou@ a little tinged with the feelings natural to the advo- 
cate of a losing eause, it is yet a gooil pendant to the character which Mr. 
Ailams, on his side, has given of Mr. Sewall. Considering the nature of the 
civil war out of which they had emerged, the sentiments retained towards each 
other, as thus exhibited, are alike honorable to both. The following is the 
passage of Air. Sewall's letter. 

" While I was in London, my quondam friend, John Adams, sent me a com- 
plimeiitary card, and afterwards made me a long friendly visit, as Mrs. Adams 
soon after did to Mrs. Sewall. And they then earnestly pressed us to take a 
family dinner with them, in a way so evidently friendly and hearty, that I was 
sorry I could not comply. But havingresolved to make no visits nor awept of 
any invitations, and havin9upon this ground previously declined invitations to 
dine with Sir William Pepperell, your friend Mr. Clark, and several other 
friends, I was obliged, to avoid givingooffence, to decline this. Wlien Mr. Adams 
came in, he took my hand in both his, and, with a hearty squeeze, accosted me 
ill these words : How do yon do, my dear oil} friend ? '  Oar conversation was 
just such as might be expected at the meeting of two old sincere friends after a 
long separation. Adams has a heart formed for friendsliip, and susceptibleof its 
finest feelings. He is humane, generous, and open ; warm in his friendly attauh- 
merits, thoughh. perhaps, rather implacable to those whom he thinks his enemies. 
And though, during the Ainurican contest, an unbounded ambition and an 
enthusiastic zeal tor the imagined or real glory and welfare of his country, (the 
offspring, perhaps in part, though imperceptible to himself, of disap ointed 
b i i o ~ ,  a h e  I I o r a t i o n  of t o e  s o  a f r i en fy  prin- 
ciples which, I am positive, are iu him, innate and congenial, yet sure I am they 



and trunks to detect smuggled goods. These writs of assist 
ance were authorized by acts of 12 and 14 of Charles the 
Second, and by a subsequent statute of 7 and 8 William the 
Third. The provisions of the act of 14 Charles the Second, 
were extended to the colonies. Hutchinson, in the third volume 
of his cc  History," published since the decease of Mr. Adams, 
says that Governor Shirley had been in the habit of issuing, 
upon his own authority, these warrants, unt,il informed indi- 
rectly by Hutchinson himself that they were illegal, and that 
he then directed that application should be made for them to 
the superior court. No such process, however, had before 
issued from that court. I t  was novel in point of form, and 
odious in substance. It was sanctioned or recognized by no 
act of the provincial legislature, and rested upon two acts of 
parliament, the first passed only two years after the restoration 

could not be eradicated. They  might sleep, inactive, like the body in the grave, 
during the storm raiseil b y  more violent and impetuous passions in his political 
career for the goal to which zeal and ambition, united, kept his eye immovably 
fixed; but a resuscitation must have been the immediate consequence of the 
peace. Gratified in the t w  darling wishes of his soul, the independence of 
America acknowledged and established, and he himself placed on the very 
pinnacle of the  temple of honor, wily, the very devil himself must have felt 
loving and good-natured after so complete a victory; much more, a man in  
whore heart lay dormant every good and virtuous social and friendly principle. 

" Nature must, and, I have no doubt, did break forth and assert h e r  rights. Of 
this I a m  so well convinced, that if he could but play backgammon, I declare I 
would clioose him, in preference to all the men in the world, for my j d u s  
Achates, in my projected asylum. And I believe he would soon find it the 
happiest state ; for, if I am not mistaken, now he has reached the s u u ~ n ~ i t  of his 
ambition, h e  finds himself quite out of his element, and looks back with regret 
to those happy days, when in a snug house, with a pretty farm about him a t  
Braintree, lie sat cltiiet, in the full possession of domcstic happiness, with an 
amiable, sensible wife, and a n  annual increase of olive-plants round his table, tor 
whose present and future support he was, by his own honest industry, for h e  
was an honest lawyer as ever broke bread, rapidly making ample provision. 
He is not qualified, by nature or  education, to shine in courts. His abilities 
are, undoubtedly, quite equal to the mechanical parts of his business as amhas- 
sador ; but tins is not enough. H e  cannot dance, drink, game, flatter, promise, 
dress, swear with the gentlemen, and talk small talk and flirt witli the ladies ; 
in short, he has none of the essential arts or ornaments which constitute a 
courtier. Tliere are thousands, who, with a tenth part of his understanding 
and without a spark of his honesty, would distance him infinitely in any court 
in Europe. I will only add that I found many Americans in London, whose 
sentiments and conduct towards him were by no means so liberal o r  polite as  I 
could have wished." 

Silt,. ~f 
/ 
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I of the Stnarts, in the spirit of the navigation acts, and the second 
in the reign of William the Third, sixty-five years before the 
time when i t  was to receive this new application. There can 
be 110 doubt that i t  was one of Hutchinson's expedients, adopted 

' for the promotion of his own ambition, by paying seclulous 
court to the government in England. Mr. Adams had been 
admitted a t  that time as a barrister a t  the superior court; but 
his practice was still very limited, and his reputation as a lawyer 
had not reached the capital of the province. He was attending 
the cowt as a member of the bar, and heard, with enth~~siastic 
admiration, the argument of Otis, the effect of which was to 
place him a t  the head of that race of orators, statesmen, and 
patriots, by whose exertions the Revolution of American Inde- 
pendence was achieved. This cause was unquestionably the 
incipient struggle for that independence. It was to Sir. Adams 
like the oath of Hamilcar administered to Hannibal. It is 
doubtful whether Otis himself, or any person of his auditory, 
perceived or imagined the consequeuces which were to flow 
from the principles developed in that argument. For although, 
in substance, it was nothing more than the question upon the 
legality of general warrants - a question by which, when after- 
wards raised in England, in Wilkes's case, Lord Camden him- 
self was taken by surprise, and gave a t  first an incorrect decision, 
yet, in the hands of James Otis, this question involved the whole 
system of the relations of authority and subjection between the 
British government and their colonies in America. It involved 
the principles of the British constitution, and the whole theory 
of the social compact and the natural rights of mankind. 

This argument., however, Air. Otis appears never to have 
committed to writing ; and but 'for hb. Adams, no trace of it 
would, in all probability, have existed a t  that day. He took a 
few very imperfect minutes of it, as i t  was delivered in court. 
These were afterwards surreptitiously withdrawn from among 
his papers, and garbled with various interpolations. In that 
condition they came into the possession of Judge Minot, and 
"were inserted in his History of Massachusetts Bay," in 1803.' 
Fifty-seven years after the argument was delivered, Mr. Adams, 
in a series of letters to William Tudor, gave a much more 

1 They may be found, in a corrected form, in vol. ii. Appendix, (A.) 
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minute and circumstantial account of that memorable even 
bears irrefragable internal evidence of its own general ace 
and has been almost entirely transferred into the LL Biographic 
Memoir of the Life of James Otis," afterwards published 
William Tudor, Junior. No man can attentively read i t  wi 
out observing, in the argument, the seeds profusely scattered 
the Revolution of Independence. 

The effect of the argument was electrical, although the int 
est upon which i t  could immediately operate was necessari 
limited to the colony where the quest'ion arose. It was not li 
the Stamp Act, which bore a t  once upon the property a 
passions of the people of all the colonies. The introductio 
the writs of assistance would, in the first instance, have affect 
only the rights of a few merchants of Boston and Salem. By 
the principle of tyranny was in it, and it was the natural pr 
cursor of the Stamp Act. 

The doct,riines of natural and of English freedom brought t 
bear by Mr. Otis upon this cause, awakened and startled 
people of the colony. Their impression upon the mind of 
Adams may be imagined by t,hose who read and will compare 
together the hasty minut,es which he took down in court at  t 
time, and the lucid exposit,ion of t,he whole argument whi 
nearly threescore years afterwards he gave in his letters 
Judge Tudor. It is apparent that this argument opened a ne 
world before him ; and he entered i t  with unhesitating step. 

It is said, in the third volume of Hutchinson's LC History," tha 
'L the chief justice " (Hutchinson himself) was desired, by 
first opportunity in his power, to obtain information of the pi 
tice in England, and judgment was suspended ; " that LL a t  t 
next term i t  appeared that such writs issued from the excheque 
when applied for, and this was judged sufficient to warran 
the like practice in the province. A form was settled, as agr 
able to the form in England as the circumstances of the col 
would admit, and the writs were ordered to be issued to oust 
house officers, for whom application should be made to 
chief justice, by the surveyor-general of the  custom^."^ 
no such application was ever made, nor was such a writ 
afterwards issued. 

1 Vol. x. pp. 314-362. 2 P. 94. 
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The progress made by Mr. Adams in the practice of his pro- 
fession was not so rapid but that it left him much leisure for 
the prosecution of his studies. On the 25th of May, 1761, his 
father died 'of an epidemic fever, which a t  that time pre- 
vailed in the iieighborhood of his residence, and of which his 
mother also barely escaped being the victim. After his death, 
Mr. Adams continued to reside with his mother and his two 
younger brothers till his marriage, in 1764. 

His father, grandfather, and great-grandfather had, in succes- 
sive ages, served successively in the town offices of surveyor of 
the highways, selectmen, and assessors. The first office to 
which he himself was elected was that of surveyor of the 
highways, the duties of which he discharged with great zeal 
and assiduity. But he devoted himself, with all the ardor 
natural to his disposition, to the study of the civil law and of 
the laws of nature. Mr. Gridley had pointed his attention to 
the Institutes of Justinian, to the Code, and to the modern 
commentators upon them. His friend, Jonathan Sewall, was a 
frequent visitor a t  Braintree, where he was addressing Miss 
Esther Quincy, daughter of Edmund Quincy, Esquire, and 
whom Mr. Sewall afterwards married. At her father's house 
the friends often met and conversed together upon general 
topics of literature and law, maturing their minds at  the same 
time by occasional correspondence upon the subjects thus 
opened for discussion. Sewall was then a patriot as warm as  
his friend. The course of events afterwards, the fascinations 
of Hutchinson, and inisunclerst~indings with James Otis, drew 
him over to the royal party, and severed, forever, his destinies 
from those of his native country. 

On the 25th of October, 1764, Mr. Adams was married to 
Abigail Smith, second daughter of William Smith, minister o l  
the first Congregational Church ancl Society a t  Weymonth, the 
town next adjoining to Braintree. Mrs. Adams's mother was 
Elizabeth Quincy, daughter of Colonel John Quincy, of Mount 
Wollaston, many years representative from the town of Brain- 
tree in the Provincial Legislature, during a considerable period 
speaker of the House of Reprcsent,atives, ancl afterwards a 
member of the Council. He  had married the daughter of 
John Norton, the second minister of the Congregational parish 
at  Hinghain, and his mother was the daughter of Thomas 

VOL. I. 6 
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Shepard, the first of the name minister of Charlestown, o 
the most eminent lights of the church a t  the first settlement 
New England. With this maternal line of descent, Coloi 
John Quincy united that of a parentage from ~ d m u n d  Quin 
and William Tyng, two of the most distinguished inhabita 
of Boston, a t  the period of its settlement, and to whom M 
Wollaston, and a large tract of the land around i t  upon the 
had been granted while the mount formed a part of the to 
of Boston. By this marriage, Mr. Adams became allied with 
numerous connection of families, among the most respectab 
for their weight and influence in the province, and i t  was im 
diately perceptible in the considerable increase of his professi 
practice. 

I t  was a connection altogether congenial to his charade 
other and far more important respects. The clergymen 
came over with the first settlers of the Plymouth and 
sachusetts colonies were graduates a t  one or the other o 
English universities. They had received scientific educat 
They had been bred to religious and metaphysical conh'ov 
and were masters of all the literature of the age. The ru 
interest and passion of then" lives was doctrinal religion, 
as  they were self-exiled from their native country for opin 
adverse to their own interests no less than to the e 
articles of faith of their church, sincerity and fortitude 
among the qualities the most prominent in their chara 
111 such a society i t  was impossible but that religious contr 
versies should form the source of much dissension, and, in 
management of all religious controversy, literature is a prim 
agent. The ecclesiastics who appear to have exercised so em 
nent an influence in the settlement of New England were 
of learning and of letters. Some of them were among the 
scholars of the time. The fondness for literature and learn1 
was transmitted by them to their children. John Harvard, 
founder of the college at  Cambridge, was one of their o 
number. The spirit which animated him was ardent in 
bosoms of them all. Their children educated there caught 
inspiration of the fountain, and i t  circulated through every v 
and artery of their colony. John Quincy was the great-gran 
son of Thomas Shepard, whose eloquence in sacred orato 
was, by the admiration of his contemporaries, denominat 
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lected in comparison with that of the other sex. I t  was, 

with those of Tillotson and Berkeley; nor were they nnac- 
quainted with those of Butler and Locke. In the taste for tliese 
and similar writings, Mr. Aclams found in his wife a spirit con- 

genial  with his own. Perhaps no writer of any age or nation 

ti 
ever exercised a more beneficent influence over the taste and 
manners of the female sex than Addison, by the papers of the 
Spectator, Guardian, and Tatler. With these the daughters of 
hlr. Smith were, from their cl~ildhood, familiar. The senten- 
tious energy of Young, sparlding amid the gloom of his Night 
Thoughts, like diamonds from the lamp of a sepulchre, the 
patriotic and profound sensibilities of Thomson and Collins, 
preeminently the poets of freedom, kindling the love of country 
with the concentrated radiance and splendors of imagination, 
were felt and admired by Mrs. Adams in her youth, and never 
lost their value to her mind in mature age. She pointed them 
out to her children with the first lessons of the alphabet, and as 
the struggle for independence approached, the writer of this nar- 
rative and his brothers, in the days of Lexington and Bunker's 
Hill, learnt from her lips, as applied to the fall of "Warren, the 
lines of Collins, on the death of Colonel Charles Boss, addressed 
to a lady, which, from the memory thence dated, he now repeats. I 
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O'er him, whose doom thy virtues grieve, 
Aerial forms shall sit at  eve 

And bend the pensive head ; 
And, fallen to save 11is injur'd land, 
Imperial Honor's awful hand 

Shall point his lonely bed. 

The warlike dead of every age, 
Who fill the fair recorded 1 page, 

Shall leave their sainted rest; 
And, half reclining on his spear, 
Each wandering chief by turns appear 

To hail the blooming guest. 

I n  the same year of his marriage, Mr. Adams was chosbii 
selectman and assessor and overseer of the poor of the tow; 
of Braintree ; the duties of which he discharged, as  he before 
had those of surveyor of the highways, entirely to the satisfac- 
tion of t,he inhabitants. In the earlier part of the year he had 
gone through the smallpox by inoculation, at  Boston, under the 
charge of Dr. Nathaniel Perkins and Joseph 'Warren, with the 
latter of whom he then formed an intimate acquaintance and 
friendship, and of whose skill in his profession, Mr. Adams and 
his family continued to enjoy the benefit until within a few 
weeks of the day when Warren fell, the first martyr to the 
liberties of his country. - 

In the spring of 1765, Mr. Adams, a t  the recommendation 
of Sir. Thacher, was engaged to attend the superior court a t  
Pownalborough on Kennebec River. That place was t,hen a t  
almost the remotest verge of civilization, and i t  was with t,he~ 
greatest difficulty that he was enabled to reach it. After en- 
countering the obstructions of nearly impassable roads, through 
an inhospitable region, and falling sick upon the way, he 
succeeded in reaching Pownalborough, and gained his cau 
much to the satisfact,ion of his client. It contributed mu i 

to promote his interest and Ills reputation. I t  induced t e 
Plymouth Company to engage him in all their causes, whi h 

superior court a t  Falmouth for the succeeding ten years. 

1" 
were numerous, and required his annual attendance on the 

From the period of the Stamp Act may be dated Mr. Adarns's 
I 

entrance upon the theatre of politics. H e  drew up a petition 

I The word is recording, the only variation that occurs from the original text. 
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to the selectmen of Braintree, and procured it to be signed 
by a number of the respectable inhabitants, to call a meeting 
of the town to instruct their representative in relation to the 
stamps. He prepared a t  home a draft of instructions, and 
carried them with him to the meeting. They were accepted 
by the town without a dissenting voice, and being published in 
Draper's paper, from a copy furnished to the printer a t  his 
request, were adopted by forty other towns of the province, as 
instructions to their respective representatives. Passages from 
them were also adopted in the instructions from the town 
of Boston to their representatives, which were drawn up by 
Samuel Aclams.1 

In the beginning of the year 1765, Air. Gridley formed a 
project of a law club, or Sodality, who were to meet occasion- 
ally to read and discuss writers upon the civil law, and upon 
oratory ; the object of which was the mutual improvement of 
the members. Of this club, Mr. Gridley proposed to limit, in 
the first instance, the number to three persons besides him- 
self; Fitch and Dudley, practitioners a t  the bar, residing a t  
Boston, nearly of the age and standing of Air. Adams, and Air .  
Adams himself; who, notwithstanding his residence a t  ten miles 
distance, entered, with enthusiastic ardor, into the d e ~ i g n . ~  The 
design itself affords evidence of the lofty spirit and comprehen- 
sive mind of Jeremy Gridley. His own career was drawing 
towards its close. He was of a preceding generation, upwards 
of thirty years older than Ai r .  Adams, and a t  the siimmit of his 
profession in the province, having been for many years the 
attorney-general of the crown. He died on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, 1767, within less than three years of the institution of 

f Davidson. Their readings were intermingled with comments 
11d cliscussioi~s, and it was in this society that originated the 
ssertation upon the canon and feudal law, originally written 

as an exercise for communication to this club. 

6 * E 
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At their meeting of the 21st of February, 1765, Mr. G 
who had introduced to them the treatise of rhet,ori 
to  Herennius, usually printed with the works of 
" Our plan must be, when we have finished the 
read Coke Littleton, and after him a reign, and the statute 
that reign. I t  should also be a part of OUT plan to im 
ourselves by reading carefully the best English writers, an 
using- ourselves to writing. For i t  should be a part of our pla 
to publish pieces now and then. Let  us form our style upo 
the ancients and the best English authors. 

c c  I hope, I expect to see a t  the bar, in consequence of thi 
Sodality, a purity, an eloquence, and a spirit surpassing a 
thing t,hat ever appeared in America." 

After citing this remark of Mr. Gridley, in the journal of t 
day, Mr. Adams adds: c 6  This Sodalit,y has given rise to 
following speculation of my own, which I commit to writ1 
as  hints for future inquiries rather than as a satisfactory the0 
This remark introduces the first sketch of the Dissertation LI 
the canon and feudal law. This paper is interesting for co 
parison with the Dissertation as finally published. The 
essay was short, and i t  was composed a t  different times ; 
subject appearing to enlarge and to expand, from time to t 
as  the important occurrences of the year suggested new 
additional considerations. It was "written in several dist 
manuscripts, nearly the whole matter of which was fina 
included in the published essay. There is, however, in the ori 
inal draft the following passage, relating to the primitive settl 
of British America, which is not in the printed Dissertation. 

I always consider the settlement of America with revere11 
and wonder, as the opening of a grand scene and design 
Providence for the illumination of the ignorant, and the em 
cipation of the slavish part of mankind all over the earth." 

This sentence was, perhaps, omitted from an impression 
i t  might be thought to savor not merely of enthusiasm, b 
extravagance. Who  now would deny that this magni 
anticipation has been already to a great degree realized? 
does not now see that the accomplishment of this great o 
is already placed beyond all possibility of failure ? 

1 See vol. i i i .  p. 452, note. 
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The act of Parliament, commonly called the Stamp Act, 1 passed that body in March, 1765. So  little was there of anti- 
cipation of the consequences which it was to produce, so little 
was there of conception among the legislators of Great Britain 
of the character and temper of the people upon whom they were 
undertaking to levy taxes by a body in which they were not 
represented, that on the passage of the act through the House 
of Commons, the division in its favor was 294 to 49. 

The annual meeting of the General Assembly of Massachu- 
setts Bay was held on the 29th of May. The passage of the 
Stamp Act in Parliament was then known, but i t  was to com- 
mence its operation on the ensuing 1st of November. In the 
speech of Sir Francis Bernard, the king's governor a t  Boston, 
to the Colonial Assembly, delivered on the 30th of May, he 
took no direct notice of the Stamp Act, but began by saying 
that he had no orders from his Majesty to commnnicate to 
them, nor any thing to offer himself but what related to their 
internal policy. He then descanted to them upon his own 
exertions to introduce into the province three improvements, 
namely, potash, hemp, and the carrying lumber to the British 
markets. After enlarging upon these important topics, which 
he tells them are proper objects of their concern, he adds that 
they will have no occasion, as they had hitherto shown no dis- 
position, L C  vairzly to attempt to transfer nta)zzfactories from their 
settled abode; an undertaking at  all times difficult, but, under 
the disadvantage of high-priced labor, impracticable." 

He concluded the speech by an apologetic anJ  monitorial 
paragraph, informing them that the general settlement of the 
American provinces, long before proposed, would now probably 
be prosecuted to its utmost completion. That i t  must neces- 
sarily produce some regulations, which, from their novelty ONLY, 

would appear disagreeable. But he was convinced, and doubted I ot but experience would confirm it, that they would operate, 
IS they were designed, for the benefit and advantage of the 
:olonies. In the mean time, a respectable submission to the 
ecrees of the Parliament was their interest as  well as their Â¥duty That "in an empire, extended and diversified as  that of 

Great Britain, there must be a supreme legislature, to which all 
other powers must be subordinate?' But he added, a i t  is our 
happiness that our supreme legislature, the Parliament of Great 



 either did this committee report; but, on the next day, the 
House, taking into consideration the many difficulties to which 
the colonies were and must be reduced by the operation of some 
late acts of Parliament," appointed another committee, con- 
sisting of the speaker and eight other members, of whom Otis 
was one, to consider what measures had best be taken, and 
make report. The measure had been preconcerted, for the com- 
mittee reported immediately that. it was highly expedient there 
should be a meeting, as  soon as might be, of committees from 
the houses of represent'atives or burgesses in the several colo- 
nies on this cont,inent,, t,o consult together on the present cir- 

I cumstaiices of the colonies, and the difficulties to which they 
were and must be reduced by the operation of the late acts of 
Parliament for levying duties and taxes on the colonies, and to 
consider of a general and humble address to his Majesty and 
the Parliament to implore relief. That the meeting should be 
held at  New York on the first Tuesday of October then ensu- 

1 History, vol. iii. p. 118. 
b 2 These were joint committees. I t  would appear that the statement in the 

text is not, quite correct so far as the committee on hemp is concerned. For  a 
report is mentioned as brought down on the 4th of J u n e  from the connril, where 
it had been adopted, anil, after debate, not accepted by the House. Probably 
it was not considered as ' l  a proper answer." Hence a new committee, named 
the next day, from the House alone, of very different materials. 

Britain, is the sanct,uary of liberty and justice; and that rn prince, who presides over it, realizes the idea of a patriot king. 
Surely, then, we should submit our opinions to the determina- 
tion of so august a body, and acquiesce in a perfect confidence 
that the rights of the members of the British empire will ever be 
safe in the hands of the conservators of the liberty of the whole." 

Hutchinson says, that t,he House thought i t  a time for action 
rather than speculation; and that,, contrary to usual pract,ice, 
they suffered t,he speech to pass without any address or notice [ 
of any sort." They did, nevertheless, on the afternoon of the 
day on which it was delivered, appoint committees to consider 
and report on the paragraphs respecting potash, hemp, and 
lumber. These committees never did report ; but, on the 5th 
of June, the Speaker of the House, together with Mr. Otis and 
three other members, were appointed a committee to take the 
last paragraph under consideration, to prepare a proper answer 
and report. 
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ing, and that a committee of three persons should be chosen by 
the House, on the part of the province, to attend the same. 
Further, that letters should be forthwith prepared and trans- 
mitted to the respective speakers of the several houses of 
representatives or burgesses in the several colonies, advising 
them of this resolution of the House, and inviting them to join, 
wit11 their committees, in this convocation. Finally, that a 
letter upon the whole subject be prepared and forwarded to tlie 
agent of the province, in England. 

The report was accepted without opposition. The speaker, 
with Mr. Otis and another member, was appointed to prepare 
the draft of a letter to tlie speakers of the other colonial legis- 
lative assemblies. The draft was reported, accepted, signed by 
tlie speaker by order of the House, and directed to be trans- 
mitted. On the same day the House made choice of James 
Otis, Colonel Worthington, and Colonel Partridge, as the 
committee to proceed to New York. Colonel Worthington 
excusing himself, Brigadier Ruggles was chosen to supply his 
place. 

In this measure, i t  is impossible not to perceive the seminal 
principle of the subsequent union of the North American 
British colonies ; nor can it be doubted that the credit of hav- 
ing originated it is exclusively due to James Otis. As. the act- 
ing chairman of the committee, appointed to prepare an answer 
to the last paragraph of the governor's speech, he saw that a 
discussion with the governor about the duty of submission to 
the decrees of Parliament, and the happiness of acquiescing in 
perfect confidence that the rights of the colonies would be safe 
in the hands of the " supreme legislature" and the patriot 
king," would be a superfluous and worse than useless waste of 
time. The act of Parliament was a grievance. But  the prin- 
ciples in the concluding paragraph of the speech required an 
answer other than of words. The question at  issue affected 
all the colonies alike, and, looking to the struggle ~i-hicli must 
ensue, i t  was apparent that the divided efforts of each separate 
colony must prove fruitless and unavailing. United counsels 
were the only resource to all the colonies for meeting the ap- 
proaching crisis, and the answer to the speech was the appoint- 
ment of the committee of Congress, with Otis at  their head. 

Here ceased, at  that time, -the action of the legislature. The 
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popular resistance had not yet commenced. I t  soon displayed 
itself with energy beyond t'he law. The stamps for official 
papers were transmitted from England, and the very form of 
such a servitude was as humiliating as the tax levied for the 
stamps was oppressive. I t  was known that Andrew Oliver, the 
secretary of the province, had solicited the office of distributor 
of the stamps when t'liey should arrive. The person appointed 
a s  distributor for the colony of Connecticut arrived, in the 
beginning of August, from England. The government party 
received him with an affectation of distinction, and, when 
he left Boston to proceed to Connecticut, his colleague, the 
distributor for Massachusetts Bay, accompanied him out of 
town. In the expectation of a press of official duties, Oliver 
had erected, near the custom-house, a building for a stamp 
office. Early in the morning of t'he 14th of August an  effigy 
of Oliver "was found hanging high in air, suspended to a branch 
of an old tree a t  the south part of the Main Street of Boston. 

By whom i t  had been placed there never was known, but i t  
soon gathered a crowd of persons round the tree. Hutchinsoil, 
as  chief justice of the province, ordered the sheriff to remove 
the effigy, and, if opposition should be made, to report the 
names of the opposers, that he might issue warrants for their 
arrest. The sheriff sent some of his deputies to execute the 
order, but they were overawed by the determination manifested 
by the people assembled, not to suffer the image to be taken 
away. The governor convened the council, but they were in 
consternation, and declined interfering in the affair. He called 
the council a second time in the afternoon. Still, nothing was 
done. A crowd of people continued assembled round the tree 
till late in the afternoon, when the effigy was taken down, 
placed on a bier, carried in solemn procession amidst the accla- 
mations of a large concourse of people through the long Main 
Street, and over the floor of the town-house, while the gov- 
ernor and counci1,were in session in a chamber overhead. I t  
was thence taken down to Oliver's projected stamp office, 
which, in a few minutes, was levelled with the ground. They 
next proceeded to Fort Hill, upon which they kindled a fire, 
and burnt the obnoxious effigy to ashes. Oliver's house was 
not far off, and was not spared by the enraged populace. He 
and his family betook themselves to flight. The fence before 
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1 the house was broken down, sundry windows demolished, and 
the furniture of t8he house was roughly handled. Hutchinson 
undertook to disperse the rioters, uot only without success, but 
to the imminent danger of his own person. He finally effected 
his retreat - of which he says not one word in his " History." 

The next day, Oliver resigned his office of distributor of 
stamps ; and gave a declaration, in writing, and under his sig- 
nature, to be communicated to the inhabitants of the town, 
pledging himself to transmit his resignation immediately to 
England, and promising, with earnest asseveration, that he 
never would act in that capacity. In the evening of the same 
clay the house of the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Justice, 
Hutchinson, was surrounded and threatened. The multitude 
clamorously called for his appearance in  the balcony, to make 
a declaration that he had not been in favor of the Stamp Act. 
One of his friends expostulated wit,h the people in his favor, 
and finally assured them that he was not in the house, but had 
been seen going to his country-seat a t  Milton; upon which 
they dispersed, without doing much damage to the house. 

But  twelve days afterwards, on the 26th of August, on the 
night of the day upon which he had returned to town, his house 
was again attacked, and destroyed, he and his family having 
scarcely time to effect their escape from the fury of the popu- 
lace. The houses of the register of the admiralty and of the 
comptroller of the customs, without being absolutely destroyed, 
were plundered, and rifled, and robbed by 

" That worst of tyrants, an usurping crowd!' 

The next day the inhabitants of the town, in full town meet- 
ing, declared, by a unanimous vote, their utter detestation of the 
extraordinary and violent proceedings of a number of persons 
unknown, and charged the selectmen and magistrates of the 
town to use their utmost endeavors to suppress such disorders 
for the future. Hutchiuson, in his'" History," very significantly 
remarks, that beyond all doubt many of those who were imme- 
diate actors in, as well as  those who had been abettors of those 
violent proceedings, were present a t  this unanimous vote. 

That these proceedings were sincerely disapproved and deeply 
lamented by Mr. Adams, there is evidence more unequivocal 
than that of attendance at  a town meeting, or concurrence with 
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a unanimous town-meeting vote. His private journal of 
15th of August, the day after the commission of the first popu 
lar outrage, contains an earnest and feeling remonstrance against 
it, with a candid statement- of the causes which had been long 
instigating the 'resentments of the people against Lieutenant- 
Governor Hutchinson. He perceived, not without serious reflec- 
tiou and concern, even the enthusiasm excited by his own draft 
of instructions to the representative of the town of Braintree, 
and he saw that among the most difficult and dangerous of the 
patriotic duties which lie would be called to discharge, that of 
resisting, and moderating, and controlling the excesses of the 
people, even in the cause to which he was himself devoted, 
would become, perhaps, not imfrequently indispensab1e.l 

These events, and the principles which they contributed to 
form and establish in his mind, gave a tone to his character, 
and had an overruling influence on the subsequent history of 
his life. He saw that the end of all popular movements of 
violence was destruction, and that they were ill adapted, under 
any circumstances whatever, to the furtherance of justice. The 
scenes of the month of August,, 1765, were afflictive more to 
the steadfast and unwavering friends of liberty than to their 
adversaries. Nor were they confined to that period. They 
were the signal of dissolution to the authority of the royal 
government. None of the persons concerned in these outrages 
were ever punished. Six or eight were apprehended and com- 
mitted to prison. But  before t,he t,ime of trial, t,he keys of the 
prison were extorted from the jailer, and the prisoners were all 
set at  liberty. People came in (says Hutchinson) from many 
parts of the country to view the ruins of the lieutenant-gov- 
ernor's house, outhouses, garden, kc., and, from the shocking 
appearance, could not help expressing a disapprobation of such 
acts of violence. Their prejudices, however, were not abate 
against the Stamp Act. The execution of it must be hindere 
in some other way." 

I t  was a t  this period that the "Dissertation on the Canon 
and the Feudal Law" was published. At the close of which, 
after a passing notice of the Stamp Act, the author says: But  
I must proceed no further a t  present. The sequel, whenever I 

See the Diary, vol. ii. pp. 150, 151. 
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shall find health and leisure to pursue it, will be ' a disquisition 
of the policy of the Stamp Act.'" This came, however, in a 
different form from a newspaper speculat~ion. 

The stamps for the provinces of Massacl~usetts Bay, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode Island, arrived about the 20th of Sep- 
tember. The General Court was convened by the governor to 
meet on the 25th of that month. He opened the session by a 
speech very ill-adapted to calm the effervescence of the public 
mind. Disclaiming all intention of dictating to the General 
Court, the speech was yet altogether composed of menaces, and 

1 admonitions of the irresistible power of the British Parliament, 

l and of the wickedness, folly, and danger of attempting to op- 
pose it. The next day, he sent to the House of Representatives 

I a message announcing to them the arrival of a ship with the 
stamps, and observing that, as the person appointed to distribute 
them had resigned the office, no present use of them could be 
made. He had in the speech reminded them that, by the Stamp 
Act, all papers not duly stamped were to be null and void, and 
that all persons who should sign, engross, or write any such 

I 
papers, would forfeit, for each fact, ten pounds ; that if stamps 
should not be used, all public offices must be shut up ; and he 
had desired t,hem to consider what effects the stopping of two 
kinds of offices only, the courts of justice and the custoin- 
houses, would have upon the generality of the people. After 
descanting, at  some length, upon the consequences of this sns- 
pension of the administration of justice a n d  of commerce, he 
had inquired: " W a s  i t  easy to form an adequate idea of a 
state of general outlawry ; and might not the reality exceed the 
worst idea they could form of i t ?  " And, after a picture as 
highly colored of anticipations from the stagnation of trade, he 
had said : 6' In short, can this province bear a cessation of law 
and justice, and of trade and navigation, at  a time when the 
business of the year is to be wound up, and the severe season 
is hastily approaching? These," he added, (c are serious and 
alarming questions, which deserve a cool and dispassionate 
consideration." 

The conclusion of the long argument of the speech had an 
aspect rather ludicrous. It was a proposal that, if they were 
converted by its eloquence to the faith that i t  was better to 
submit to the Stamp Act than to resist its execution, he would 
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grant them a recess, during which they might go home and 
convince their constituents of the necessity of submission. 
Immediately after this, followed the message announcing 
arrival of the stamps, and asking their advice what should 
done with them. 

. 
The House appointed a large committee to prepare an answer 

to the speech, but both Houses made short work with the mes- 
sage. They answered the same day, that as  the stamped papers 
had been brought without any directions to the government^f 
the province, i t  was the sense of the House that i t  might prove 
of ill consequence for them anyways to interest themselves . 
t,he matter. They declined, therefore, to give him any a i d g  
assistance therein. This answer sufficiently indicated the tem- 
per of the assembly, and the governor, the next day, adjourned 
their meeting to the 23d of October. 

At  the meeting of the assembly, in September, Mr. Otis was 
absent to attend the convention a t  New York. Samuel Adams 
first took his seat at  the same session, as a representative from 
Boston, in the place of Oxenbridge Thacher, recently deceased. 
Adams was appointed on the committee to prepare an answer 
to the governor's speech, and it was composed by him. As he 
had the whole interval of the recess to prepare it, the answer 
was elaborate and full of the bitterest sarcasm. 

I 
Mr. Otis, in his pamphlet on the right,s of the British 

had explicitly admitted the unqualified right of t 
lianient to enact laws binding upon the colonie 
had been as explicitly recognized by t,he Colonia 
was denied both by Samuel and John Adams, 
whom, on this occasion, immediately after the 
answer to the governor's speech, presented a series 
tions, fourteen in number, with the following pr 

i L  Whereas the just rights of his Majesty's subjec 
province, derived to them from the British constitution as 
as  the royal charter, have been lately drawn into q 
order to ascertain the same, this House do unani 
into the following resolves." 

And they were closed with an order, 
That all the foregoing resolves be kept in the records of 

House, that a just sense of liberty and the firm 
loyalty may be transmitted to posterity." 
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right of the colonies was traced not merely to the charters, to 
Magna Charta, and the English constitution, but to the law of 
God and nature ; to the common and primitive rights of man- 
kind. The essence of all the resolutions was contained in the 
third and the tenth, the first of which declared the principle that 
representation and taxation are correlative, because 110 man's 
property can be taken from him but with his consent; and the 
second, that the inhabitants of the colonies are not and cannot 
be represented in the British Parliament. The fourteenth reso- 
lution was a declaration of loyalty and veneration for Parlia- 
ment, to serve as a salvo for the rest. 

The committee to prepare and report these resolutions 
was appointed on the 24th of October; they reported on 
the 26th; and, on the 30th, the resolutions were adopted by 
the House. 

On the 1st of November the Stamp Act was to commence. 
An attempt was made to carry a vote declaring the necessity 
of proceeding in  the business of the courts of justice and the 
custom-house without stamps. This was defeated, probably 
by the management of Hutchinson in the council, and, as  it 
became evident to the governor that the longer the General 
Court should remain together, the more determined and daring 
would be the spirit of opposition to the government exhibited 
by them, he, on the 8th of November, prorogued the session till 
the 15th of January, leaving the question concerning the use 
of stamps unsettled. 

At the custom-house,  expedient,^ were found for delivering 
clearances without the stamps; first, by granting clearances 
dated before the 1st of November, for vessels which sailed i n  
the course of the whole.of that month, and afterwards, a t  the 
peril of the merchants who took them out, they agreeing to 
take the risk of consequences upon themselves. The judges of 
the inferior courts and the jndges of probate in all the counties, 
except Suffolk, transacted their business as usual, without'notic- 
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refusing to hold the other. 

The memorial was drawn up by Mr. Samuel Adams, and coi 
eluded by requesting to be heard by counsel, which request w 
granted. 

I The next day, Mr. John Adams, most unexpectedly to him 
self, received, by express, a letter from the town-clerk of Boston 
William Cooper, informing him that the town, by a una 
vote, had directed him t,o apply to Jeremiah Gridley, 
Otis, and John Adams, Esquires, to appear as  counsel 
town before the governor and council, in support of the mem 
rial of the town, praying that the courts of law in the proviii 
might be opened. 

I t  is one of the remarkable incidents in the life of Mr. Adam 
that while the inhabitants of Boston, assembled in town mee 
ing, were conferring upon him this distinguished mark of the 
good opinion and confidence, he was speculating, in his j 
in a tone of discouragement,, far, however, from despol 
on tlie disastrous prospects which this interruption of his 
fessional business brought up before him. It appeared 
only to intercept all the promise of fame and fortune, which 
industry and enterprise had been assiduously preparing, bu 
threatened even the prospects of his subsistence. 

I was (says the journal of 18th December) but just gett 
into my gears, just getting uuder sail, and an embargo is 1 
up011 t'he ship. Thirty years of my life are passed in prep 
tion for business. I have had poverty to struggle 'with ; en 
and jealousy, and malice of enemies to encounter, no frien 
or but few, to assist me ; so that I have groped in dark ob 
ity, till of late, and had but just become known, and gaine 
small degree of r&tation, when this execrable project was 
011 foot for my ruin, as well as that of America in general, a 
of Great Britain." 

0 1 1  tlie next day, after receiving the notification from t 
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town-clerk of Boston, his mind recurred to the reflections of the 
day before, thus : - 

The reasons which induced Boston to choose me, a t  a dis- 
tance a i d  unknown as I am, the particular persons concerned 
and measures concerted to bring this about, I am. wholly a t  a 
loss to conjecture ; as I am, what the future effects and conse- 
quences will be, bot,h with regard to .myself and the public." 

a ions But when I recollect my own reflections and specul t' 
yesterday, a part of which were committed to writing last night, 
and may be seen under December 18tli, and compare them with 
the proceedings of Boston yesterday, of which the foregoing 
letter informed me, I cannot but wonder, and call to mind Lord 
Bacon's observation about secret, invisible laws of nature, and 
communications and influences between places that are not dis- 
;overable by sense. 

I 
C C  But I am now under all obligations of interest and ambi- 

tion, as  well as  honor, gratitude, and duty, to exert the utmost 
of my abilities in this important cause. How shall it be con- 
ducted ? Shall we contend that the Stamp Act is void - that 
the Parliament have no legal authority to impose internal t,axes 
upon us, because we are not represented in it- and, therefore, 
that the Stamp Act ought to be waved by the judges as against 
natural equity and the constitution? Shall we use these as 

I 
arguments for opening the courts of law? Or shall we ground 
ourselves on necessity only ? " 

There was little time for preparation. The cause was heard 
by the governor and council on the evening of Friday, the 20th 
of December, with the doors of the council chamber closed to 
all, except,ing the counsel of the town who addressed them. At 
the recommendation of Governor Bernard, they divided between 
t,hem the points of law and the topics of argument. As the 
, . 

or counsel, it was the duty of Air. Adams to open the argu- 

" T h e n  i t  fell upon me, (says lie, in his journal,) without one 
moment's opportunity to consult any authorities, to open an 
argument upon a question that was never made before, and 1 

I 
wish I could hope it never would be made again ; i. e. whether 
the courts of law should be open or not? I grounded my 

' See the Diar?~, vol. ii. p. 157, et seq. 
7 * 
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argument on the invalidity of the Stamp Act, it not being in}  
any sense our act, having never consented to it. But, lest 
foundation should not be sufficient, on the present necessity to 
prevent a failure of justice, and the present impossibility of 
carrying that act into execution. Mr. Otis reasoned, with great 
learning and zeal, on the judges' oaths, kc.  Mr. Gridley on  he I great inconveniences that would ensue the interruption of 
justice." 

Gridley was the attorney-general of the crown; and Otis 
could not, without inconsistency, assume the ground of 
absolute nullity of the act ;  because he had, in his pamp 
upon the rights of the colony, expressly admitted the right of 
Parliament to enact laws for the colonies. In all controversies 
respecting the right of exercising power, the question widens 
and enlarges as  they proceed. So  it was in all t,he progres f 
the Reformation. So  in the political revolutions of l a n ~  
the seventeenth century. In the American Revolution, e 
question of legislative power had first arisen from an  attempt 
in the Parliament to exercise i t  for a purpose of taxation. 
Chatham, in England, and Otis, in America, assumed a distiuc- 
tion between the powers of t,axation and of general legislation. 
They admitted a general authority in the British Parliament, as  
the superintending power of the imperial realm, to make laws 
binding upon the colonies, but they maintained, as  a principle 
of British liberty, that no British subject could be taxed, but by 
a body in which he was represented. The defect of this system 
was, that it conceded the question a t  issue, on one side, while it 
defended the sound principle on the other. The fourteen reso- 
lutions introduced into the House of Representatives of e 
province, a t  their recent session, and adopted unanitnousl$y 
the House, first went to the fountain head of natural right for 
the principle. By the law of nature, no man. has a right to 
impose laws more than to levy taxes upon another; 
principle of legislation, by a representative body, 
interdicts all arbitrary exercise of power. The freeman pays 
no tax, as the freeman submits to no law, but such as emanates 
from the body in which he is represented. 011 this basis, the 
Parliament possessed no right of enacting laws, binding upon 

1 Vol. ii. p. 158. 
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the colonies, an whatever legislative power to that effect had 
been exercised by the Parliament since the grants of t'he charters 
of the respective provinces had been abusive and unlawful. 
This was the doctrine illustrated by the resolutions of the legis- 
lature, and was the founclation of the argument of Ai r .  John 
Adams for the opening of the courts of justice. 

Neither that arguinent, however, nor those of A i r .  Adams's 
able and eloquent associates, succeeded with Governor Bernard 
and his council. They considered i t  as a question of law, to be 
decided by the courts themselves. Hutchinson speaks of tlie 
decision as an expedient resorted to with a view to evade the 
question. But he indicates another reason, doubtless more 
operative upon his ow11 mind. He considers the people, for 
whose benefit the courts of justice were instituted, and who 
must be the sufferers by the interruption of their sessions, as 
responsible for the riotous proceedings of the mob, and for the 
weakness of the appointed distributor of stamps. Under the 
terr r of a panic excited by threats of popular violence, Air .  t Oli er resigns his office as distributor of stamps, and formally 
pledges himself, by an  oath, that he will never serve in that 
capacity. Therefore, concluded Air.  Hutchinson, the whole 
people of the province of Massachusetts Bay shall be punished 
by a suspension of the administration of justice. 

The influence of Hutchinson, however, prevailed only for a . 
short time to interrupt the sessions of the superior eonrt. The 
inferior courts of common pleas were held in the several coun- 
ties of the province. So, also, were the courts of probate, 
excepting in Suffolk, and so odious was Hutchinson becoming, 
by his obstinacy in refusing to hold them, that he took, at  last, 
an alarm, and actually intimated to Governor Bernard a wish 
to absent himself by a visit to  England, if he would make a 
temporary appointment of another person to hold the probate 
courts during his absence. Bernard was willing to make, and, 
accordingly, did make, a temporary appointment, without rrquir- 
ing the absence of Ah". Hutchinson, who thus beheld another 
person freely perform the dut,ies of the office of which he was 
the nominal incumbent. Within a few weeks afterwards tlie 
Stamp Act was repealed. 

Among the phenomena, which most remarkably distinguish 
all times of high party excitement, are the shaking of the foun- 



impression upon the mind of Mr. Adams. One of these was 
muse tried before referees, a t  Martha's Vineyard, between 
woman by the name of Jerusha Mayhew and her relation 
Robert Treat Paine was the counsel of one of the parties in 
this case ; and Mr. Adams of the other. In this cause, as in one 

found moral sense, a firm unyielding temper, and an assiduous 
applicat,ion to the science of ethics, preserved him from the 
contamination which he so energetically describes. There can 
be no situation in human life, where the incitements and temp- 

ciple are so trying as in that of a leader in popular commotion 
The ground which, from his first introduction to public life, 1 
took in the controversy between the colonies and Great Britai 

for the voice of God. Statesmen of such a description have 11 

can build up nothing. I11 the popular disorders and excesse 
which distinguished the resistance to the e~ecut~ion of t 

1 Diary and Autobiography, vol. ii. p. 152, el sea. 
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Stamp Act, and in the dissolution of moral principle, by the 
contamination of party spirit, Mr. Adams found that it would 
be among the duties of his life to resist and withstand the 
errors of his own party, and to come in conflict with the pas- 
sions of the people, perhaps as much and as often as to defy 
the power of the tyrant. This characteristic, if not peculiar to 
him, in the catalogue of revolutionary worthies, belongs, a t  
least, to him in a preeminent degree. W e  shall find, that 
ill the formation of the institut,ions, which have secured the 
enjoyment of orderly freedom to the people of this Union, 
no individual contributed any thing to be compared with his 
labors. 

Two days after the decision of Governor Bernard and his 
council, that the question, whether t,he courts of justice should 
be reopened, was a point of law which the courts themselves 
must determine, a town meeting was held to receive the report 
of their committee upon their memorial. At this meeting, Mr. 
Adams, though not an inhabitant of the town, addressed them 
as one of their council. It was unanimously voted that the 
answer of the governor and council to the memorial was not 
satisfactory. But,, after much discussion what further should 
be done, the consideration of that important question was de- 
ferred to a future day. Suggestions were thrown out, both by 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Otis, of daring aud energetic measures, as 
worthy of consideration, but not to be precipitately adopted. 
Hutchinson, in his " History," bears very unequivocal testimony 
to the weight and significancy of these resolutions, that the 
movements of the government were not satisfactory; even when 
this simple declaration was not followed up by any other pro- 
ceeding. 

The repeal of the Stamp Act was accompanied by an awk- 
ward and ungracious declaratory act, asserting the rig-lit of 
Parliament to enact laws, binding upon the colonies in all cases 
whatsoever. Nothing could be more injudicious ; but the colo- 
nies were not disposed to waste their energies in a war of words. 
They received the repeal of the Stamp Act with transports of 
joy, and disregarded the mere empty cleclarat,ion of a right 
which they flattered themselves was never to be exercised. The 
spirit of resistance immediately subsided, and a general tran- 
quillity prevailed until the project of levying internal taxes upon 

F 



82 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

t8he people of the colonies by act of Parliament was resumed 
ill England. - 

Sir Francis Bernard, however, entangled himself in a con- 
troversy with the General Court,, which survived the repeal of 
the Stamp Act, and from which his reputation never recovered. 
His speech, on calling them together, on the 25th of September, 
provoked a discussion upon t~he right of Parliament to tax the 
colonies, and, with an absurd argument, that the best way for 
the province to obtain the repeal of the Stamp Act was to yield 
implicit obedience to it, he concluded by offering them a recess, 
that the members might go home and teach the same lesson of 
loyalty to their constituents. The House took up both the 
speech and the Stamp Act with such a spirit that he took an 
alarm, and, three days after, prorogued the session to the 23d 
of October. On the 25th of that month they appointed a com- 
mittee of seven members, on their part, to join a committee of 
the council, to consider and report some proper methods to 
prevent difficulties t,hat might arise in the proceedings of courts 
of justice through the province, and any other matters after the 
1st  of November, when the operation of the Stamp Act was to 
commence. This committee reported a resolution, requiring 
the court,s of justice to proceed without the stamps, as if the 
act of Parliament, prescribing the stamps, had never been en- 
acted. The council, to  whom this report was made, sent it to 
the House, to act upon i t  first. The report was, on the 30th 
of October, recommitted by the House, with directions to the 
committee to sit forthwith, but nothing further was heard from 
them. On tlie 5th of November, the governor prorogued the 
General Court to the 15th of January, with a speech bitterly 
complaining of the personal injustice doni him in the answer 
of the House of Representatives to his former speech, boasting 
of his attachment and services to the province, and concluding 
by a menace, that they will force him to be cautious how he 
forces his services upon them, and by tauntingly advising them 
not to cast off any of their natural and professed friends. 

The House were precluded, by the prorogation, from answer- 
ing this speech, but at  the adjournment they did not pass it 
over; their reply was keen and sarcastic, and of that character 
which irnbitters controversy without bringing i t  to a close. 

They appointed a committee of grievances, who reported 
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several resolutions, one of which was, t,l~at the shutting up the 
courts of justice, particularly the superior court, has a manifest 
tendency to dissolve the bands of civil society, is unjustifiable 
on the principles of law and reason, dangerous to his Majesty's 
crown and dignity, a very great grievance to the subject that 
requires immediate redress ; and that, therefore, the judges and 
justices, and all other public officers in this province, ought to 
proceed in the discharge of their several functions as usual." 

This resolution passed in the House of Representatives, by 
yeas and nays, 81 to 5 ; -but, by the management of Hutchinson, 
and the influence of the crown officers, who were members of 
the council, was evaded in that body. 

At the ensuing session of the legislature, in June, 1766, i t  
was known that the StampmAct was repealed. But Bernard, 
retaining all his resentments, exercised his negative upon the 
choice of the House, of James Otis for their Speaker. The 
House, on their part, in the choice of councillors, left out the 
lieutenant-governor, Hutchinson, and three other crown officers, 
and supplied their places with ardent patriots. The governor 
negatived six of the councillors chosen by the House, and vented 
his spleen, in his speech, by a bitter complaint and denunciation 
of the House for excluding the crown officers from the council, 
a measure by which he exposed the peevishness and impotence 
of his temper, nuder a silly delusive hope that the House might 
be scolded into a subsequent election of the same crown officers 
whom they had excluded. He thus lost the moment for recon- 
ciliation, and the remainder of his administration was one con- 
tinual snarl of contention with both branches of the General 
Court, till lie was ordered home to England, in June, 1769. 

These controversies served to keep alive the disaffection of 
the people to the British government; but during the two or 
three years which immediately succeeded the repeal of the 
Stamp Act, the question of authority between the mother ~01111- 

try and the colonies was, in a great measure, suspended. Mr. 
Adams was c~nstant~ly and assiduously occupied in the practice 
of his profession, with a steady increase of business and of 
reputation. In the spring of 1768, he removed his residence 
from Braintree to Boston, and, in the course of that year, 
through his friend, Jonathan Sewall, then attorney-general of 
the province, Governor Bernard offered him the temporary 
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The following extract fiom his '' Diary'' is characteristi 
the state of his milid at  that period of his life. 

1768, January 30, Saturday nigllt. - To what object are 111) 

views directed ? What  is t h i  end and purpose of my studiei 
journeys, labors of all kinds, of body alicl mind, of tongue an( 
pen ? Am I grasping a t  money, or sche~ning for power ? A.II 
I plannb~g tlie illustration of my family, or the welfare. of mj 
country ? 

These are great questions. In tr~ith, I am tossed abor I 

much from post to pillar, that I have not leisure and trai~q~idlity 
enough to consider distinct,ly illy own views, objects, and feel- 
ings. I am mostly intent, a t  present, upon collecting a library ; 
and I find that a great cleal of t l~oug l~ t  and care, as well as 
money, are necessary to assemble an ample and well-chosen 
assortment of books. B ~ i t ,  when this is done, it is only a 
means, ail instrument. Whenever I shall have completed my 
library, my end mill not be answered. Fame, fortune, power, 
say some, are the ends intended by a library. The service of 
God, coui~try, clients, fellow-men, say others. Which of these 
lie nearest my heart ? 

Self-love but serves the vir t~~ot~s mind to wakel 
As the snlall pebble stirs the pcacefnl lake ; 
The centre n~oved, a circle straight succcedsl 
Anotl~er still, and still another spreads ; 
Friend, paret~t, neigllbor, first it will e~n l~race~  
Ifis country next, and next all human race. 

I am certain, however, that the course that I pursue will neither 
lead me to fame, fortune, power, ilor to tlie service of my fkiends, 
clients, or co~lntry. What  plan of reacling, or reflection, o 
business can be p~usued by a man, who is now at  Pownd 
l~orough, then at  Martha's Vineyard, next a t  Boston, then 
Taiinton, presently a t  Barnstable, then at  Concod, now at/ 
Salem, then a t  Cambridge, and afterwards at  Worcester ? NOW, 
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a t  sessions, then a t  pleas; now in admiralty, now at  superior 
court, then in the gallery of the House ? Wllat a dissipation 
must this be ! Is it possible to pursue a regular train of think- 
ing in this des~~ltory life ? By no means. I t  is a life of here 
a/&cZ everyzu?~ere, to use the expression that is applied to Othello 
by Desdemona's father. Here and there and everywhere - a 
rambling, roving, vagrant, vagabond life ; a wai~dei-ing life. At 
Alein's bookstore, a t  Bo~ves's shop, at  Dana's house, a t  Fitch's, 
Otis's office, and the clerk's office, in the court chamber, in the 
gallery, at  my ow11 &e, I am thinking on t,lle same plan." 

Before liis removal to Boston, in the spring of the year 1768, 
Mr. Aclams wrote a letter to the to~vn  of Braintree, declining a 
reGlecti011 as one of their selectmen. He removed into a house 
in Brattle Square, known by the inme  of the White House, 
and in which hfr. Bollai~ had lived many years before. After 
his removal, he attended the superior court a t  Worcester, and 
the week after a t  Springfield, then in the county of Hampshire. 
Here, lie was accidentally engaged in a cause between a ilegro 
and his master, xvl~ich he argned in such a manner as engaged 
the attention of Major Haxvley, ancl introduced an acquaintance, 
soon after strengthened illto a friendship which coi~tiiiued until 
the death of A b .  Hawley, on the 10th of iUarc11, 1788. 

During his absence on this circuit, a co~~vention was held in 
Boston, the commissioners of the customs had ai-rived, and an . 

army landed. Two regiments had arrived from Halifax, and 
hvo more had been ordered from Irelaild. The General Court 
had been dissolved by Governor Bernard, and he had refused 
to comply wit11 a request from the co~~nc i l  to convene a new 
sessio11 of the legislature. The troops were quartered upon the 
town of Boston, and i t  was impossible to mistake the purpose 
for which they had been ordered there. On the 12th of Sep- 
tember, the inhabitants of Boston held a town meeting, and 
invited the people of the province to send delegates to a conven- 
tion at  that place in ten clays from that time. The convention, 
accordingly, met on the %2d of September, and continued about 
eight days in session. They petitioned the governor to convene 
the General Court. He refused to receive their petitions, but 

Vol. ii. p. 208. The 
f d y .  P. 210, et seq. 

explains the offers government more 
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sent messages to them, to warn them of their danger in their 
approaches to what he deemed treasonable practices. Upwards 
of one hundred towns were represented in the convention, 
and their proceedi~lgs marked great inoderation and discretion. 
Hutchinson says? i t  must be allo\ved by all that the proceedings 
of this meeting had a greater tendency towards a revolution in 
government than any preceding measures in any of the colonies ; 
but observes that they proceeded with less spkit than was ex- 
pected? 

The assembling of this convention'was indeed the most revo- 
lutionary measure that lmd yet been taken in t,he colonies.' But  
the measure of the British government7 in ordering four regiments 
of soldiers to be stationed in a pop~dous town in time of peace7 
was also the most offensive provocative to rebellion which had 
yet been given. So direct a menace of military execution held 
up i~ t e ~ r o r e m  over the principal town, not only of the province 
but of all the British colonies, must, necessarily7 produce one of 
two consequences; i t  m ~ ~ s t  either break down the spirit of the 
people by intimidation7 or it must rouse them to the highest 
pitch of exasperation, and kindle every spark of energy latent 
in every boso~n. The most urgent want of a people, suddenly 
placed in such a condition, is of counsel ; and the next is sym- 
pathy. The i~nmediate danger was pressing only upon the 
people of Boston. To whom could they fly for refuge or for 
aid but to their legislature, to the representatives of their l~eigh- 
bors and fellow-citizens of the province ? But  the royal governor 
had dissolved the General Court,, and refused to convene them. 
The only alternative left to tlie people of Boston was sub~nis- 
sion, or revolutionary resistance, and they resorted, almost by 
instinct, to the latter. They were justified by the occasion ; and 
the lesson which the royal governor should have drawn from 
this revolutionary movement was? that regiments of soldiers can 
carry into execution obnoxious laws7 only over a people of 
slaves. 

The &st effect of the approach of the troops was to raise 
angry ancl inflammatory debates xnd captious quest,ions of law, 
not only among the people but in the government itself. Where 
were the troops to be quartered ? For this i t  was the duty of 

1 History, vol. G. p. 205. 
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to take any concern in the matter. The council then advised 
the governor to quarter the troops on Castle. Island, within the 
jurisdiction of the town, but three miles distant fioin it, and a 
grave disc~ission was held between them upon the question of 
coi~struction of the act of Parliament. The troops could be 
stationed there, where t,heir artillery and their bayol~ets would 
be as  harmless and inefficient to overawe the inhabitants of 
Bostoi~, as if they liad been encamped at  Blackheath or quar- 
tered on Tower Hill in London. The governor iiisistecl that 
the intention of ordering the troops to Boston was to keep the 
peace, and snppress the riotous spirit of the people, and that 
i t  would be a mocl<ery to quarter them upon an island three 
miles off. The council contended that the act of Parlian~ent 
provided that, in towns xvliere there were barraclcs, the troops 
m ~ ~ s t  occiipy them, and not be quartered upon the inl~abitants. 
There were barraclcs upon Castle Island, and i t  was within the 
town. The troops nmst therefore be stationed there. 

After much altercation between the governor and council, 
aggravated,'after the arrival of the regiments, by the interposi- 
tion of their commandi~ig officer, Coloiiel Dalrynlple, and of 
General Gage, the coinma~ider-ill-chief, who came from New 
York to Boston, to sustain by his autllority the cle~naiids of 
the governor; after successively using, by main force, F a n e d  
Hall, the re1>resentatives9 room, and all the. others, excepting 
the council-chamber, in the town-house, a i d  the manufactory 
house of the province, for lodg~nents for the soldiers, ancl com- 
pelled, by the 13ublic clamor, to evacuate them all, u no further 
attempts," says Hutchi~~son, '' were made to carry the act into 
execution." The general found i t  necessary to hire houses for 
the troops, which were obtained with difficulty, and to procure 
the articles required by act of Parliament a t  the charge of the 
crown. 

The loatlling and disgust manifested by the inllabitants of 
the town a t  the first appearance of the troops, was s~~cceecled 
by the bitterest rancor and indignation daily festering to a 
head, by continual iiicideuts of casual collisio? between the 
people and t,he soldiers. The very sigl~t of the fiery scarlet 
uniform was as exasperating to the people as  that color is said 
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to be to the lion. Mather Byles, the only Tory clergy~na~l 01 

the town, and the most inveterate punster of the province, 
attemptecl to turn the public indignation into burlesque) by 
saying to a Whig) with whom he was skandiilg one clay) to see 
them reviewed on the Comlnon : '' Sure, you ought not to com- 
plain; for here yo11 see y o u  grievances red-dressed?) The 
Bostoniails laughed a t  the wit, though spurious) and foriave 
the witling for this and numberless other jokes with which lle 
entertained them for a 1011g series of years, and for which, 
though not very compatible with the gravity of a Puritan pul- 
pit) he i~iigllt have been termed the King's Yankee jester. 'l'liey 
enjoyed the pun and forgave the punster) even while their 
boso~ns boiled to overflo~vii~g against their '( red-dressed griev- 
ances )) and their commander. 

The officers of the regi~nents had been ordered to maintain - 
over them a strict and rigorous discil~lilie, and endeavored 
faithfully to execute their orders. But idle men, as soldiers in 
time of peace must always be) with wms in their hands) and 
subject to frequent insults, cannot be otllerwise than insolent 
and licentious. The .same inflammatory passions worlcing in 
hostile spirit upon botli classes of the population, the citizen 
and the soldier, were perpetual stimulants to desperate and 
fatal collisions between them. The crisis and the cata~trophe 
came on the 5th of March) 1770. The accidental ringing of 
one of the town-bells a t  an unusual hour, in the darlcness of 
the eveniug) called numbers of the inhabitants from t,heir h o ~ ~ s e s  
into the streets. A seiitry standing t~pon g ~ ~ a r d  was insulted 
by one of the l~eople of tlie town - a brawl ensued - a cor- 
poral's guard upon duty) ordered by tlieir colnmander, Captain 
Prest,on, to repair to the aid of their coml~anion, s~ l r ro~~nded  by 
a cluster of the inhabitants) not exceeding twenty-five or thirty 
in number) provoked beyond endurance by the iilsulting lan-, 
guage and missile weapons which assailed them) fired) a t  the 
order of the captain, into the midst of the assemblage, aiicl 
killed five of their number : CI~S~IUS Attucks) Samuel Gray) 
Samuel hfavericlc, James Caldwell, and Patrick Cai-r. 

No evei~t) in the course of the American Revolution, was 
more critical ?lid important to the principles in whicli i t  orig- 
inated) and in which it was destined, ultimately, to a triumph- 
ant consunlmatio~i) than this. 
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ever after that appellation. The first outpouring of the popular 
resentment was for the punishment of murder to all the men 
who had fired upon the citizens, and to their commander, Cap- 
tain Preston. They surrendered themselves to regular warrants 
of arrest, and were all iudicted for the murder of each of the 

ut  there was another point of view, in which the transaction 
was considered by the patriots upon whose leading minds rested 
the responsibility of regulating and directing t,he popular move- 
ment of the resolution. The continuance of the two regiments 
in the town after this catastrophe was altogether insupportable. 
The inhabitants of the town were immediately called together; 
and a committee was appointed to wait upon t,he governor, and 
demand the immediate removal of the troops from the t0wn.l 

1 At tins point terminates the admirable sketch which had been designed for 
a picture of his father, by John Quincy Adams. Deeply is it to be r r p t t e d  
that the same hand could not have filled up the coloring, in all its length and 
breadth, with its vigorous and brilliant touch ! 



C H A P T E R  111. 
I 

THE BOSTON MASSACRE -DEFENCE OF THE SOLDIERS - EELATIOKS TO 

THE PATRIOTS DOWN TO JUNE, 1774. 

J 
COULD any person, gifted with adequate powers of sense, 

though with not more than ordinary intelligence, have been 
lifted, on the evening of the 5th of March, to a point above the 

' earth high enough to take in a t  a glance events occurring at  
places widely distant from each other in the British empire, he 
would have been a t  no loss to comprehend the causes which 
were so soon to effect a disruption of its parts. Such a posi- 
tion, denied to contemporaries, always too near the scene to 
measure exactly the relations of things, is supplied to their 
successors, who, if they do not look down, can a t  least look 
back, and calmly survey at  the same moment all the parts 
of the picture of the past which the recorded testimony of 
actors and witnesses has combined to paint for them. The 
incidents of that night were of momentous importance to the 
nations of both hemispheres. On that night," said Mr. Adams, 
many years afterwards, the foundation of American independ- 
ence was laid." 1 Perhaps i t  would be more correct to say that 
the foundation already laid then first began to rise to the sight. 
However this may be, the consequences to Air.  Adams himself 
were decisive. On both sides of the Atlantic, within the same 
hour, occurrences were taking place, which conspired to fix him 
in the career he was destined afterwards to pursue. It was the 
moment, in London, of the appearance of a new prime minister 
to explain to the Parliament and to the nation his ideas of an 
American policy. It was the moment in the little town of 
Boston, one of the most remote of British dependencies, of an 
exposition, on the part of America, of the effects produced 

1 Vol. viii. p. 384. 



of his predecessors. Of these, during the ten years 
eorge the Third had reigned, there had already been 

but not one had succeeded in maintaining himself 
ffice, not one had been supposed to represent the true dis- 

ition of the sovereign, his master. The accession of Lord 
as the signal of a new era. All  the Whig leaders 

tried in turn, and all had equally failed to please. 
North was not a Whig, nor prominent for family, or wealth, 

services, or experience. His recommendation to the 
that he would consent to serve him as a screen from 
y of those aristocratic families to "which his own had 
crown. Tlms dependent upon the royal favor for 

place, the inference was general that he a t  least wonld truly 
a1 views. Hence the unusual assemblage on the 

the Commons this evening. Hence the curiosity to 
rinciples upon which a question was to be treated 
been steadily increasing in difficulty of solution 

1 
he most obtuse began to suspect that it needed a 

At the time when the youthful ruler, in assuming the crown, 
announced to his people the gratifying fact that a t  last they 
had a sovereign, ((born and educated among them, who gloried 
in the name of Briton," i t  did seem as if the all-subduing 
energy of William Pitt had succeeded in setting him on a 
pinnacle higher than any of his predecessors had ever reached. 
Especially, in America, had the minister completely gained 
his point in crushing the power of France forever, and in 
fixing the British sway upon what might have been pre- 
sumed imperishable foundations. Yet but few days elapsed 
before i t  became certain that gratitude was not among the most 
shining qualities of the new monarch, and that his servant's 
genius was too towering to be otherwise than painfully oppres- 
sive to his own dogged mediocrity. Pitt consequently retired 
before he had had time to cement the edifice he had so labo- 
riously constructed ; and the men who took his place, instead of 
understanding his work, soon contrived, without intending it, 
to sap all its foundations. The first of the series was George 
Grenville, whose skill consisted in  applying, on a sudden, the 
arithmetic of the connting-house to the gorgeous statesmanship 
of his relative and predecessor. Without a single precaution, 



and scarcely dreaming of- objections, he ventured to point out 
America as an unfailing resource for future extravagance in 
Great Britain. His Stamp Act served no purpose other than 
to spread alarm from one end of the colonies to the other. 
Resistance unexpectedly followed, when other causes stopped 
Grenville in mid career, and brought in the Marquis of Rock- 
ingharn - a feeble advocate of a compromising policy, which 
removed the obnoxious act that created, without retracting the 
doctrine that justified, the alarm. A new turn of the wheel 
brought up Charles Townshend, the favorite of the Commons, 
who held the measure of colonial rights in small esteem by the 
side of the smiles of that assembly. But  death soon removed 
him; and the next leader was Lord North, the fourth in five 
years, whose duty led him to the treatment of the momentous 
question of colonial interests, and who was now called upon to 
untangle the skein, by this time made somewhat intricate, and 
to show, in answer to the anxious London merchants, what the 
course of the thread was thereafter to be. 

Surely this brief review of the manner in which so great a 
subject had been treated, does little honor to the judgment or 
penetration of those to whose hands the administration had 
been entrusted. Yet Burke and Gibbon, the finest minds of 
their age, though differing in almost every thing else, have con- 
curred in presenting to posterity, in the most attractive forms,. 
the public men of these times as belonging in the front rank 
of British statesmen. Such a beautifier of imperfect figures is 
the illusive mirror of national pride! Could they have utterly 
forgotten the maxim of one of an earlier time, but of incom- 
parably wider reach of mind, that " nothing clestroyeth author- 
ity so much as the unequal and untimely interchange of power 
pressed too far, and relaxed too much " ? ' Can those who in 
ten short years succeeded in toppling down the edifice which 
a real statesman had laboriously erected, and that without a 
single adequate motive, truly deserve eulogy? Grenville had 
ventured an empire upon a question of pounds and shillings. 
Townshend had staked it upon the pride of the country gentle- 
men. Neither of them had a conception of the true nature of 
the prize he was throwing away. Townshend7s bravado had 

1 Bacon's Essays. Of Empire. 
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laid duties, simply for the sake of laying them. Of the four 
articles selected to repeat the experiment of taxation, glass, 
paper, paint, and tea, only the last typified more than the 
shadow of an event. That was, indeed, a reality. It prefigured 
a system; but i t  did so in a most unfortunate shape. For i t  
stood out alone, a clear, simple, unfortified object of assault. 
Had the minister designed to provoke resistance, lie could not 
have chosen a more tempting object. Tea was a product 
purely foreign, easily identified, even if not brought over in the 
manner i t  was, in large masses, filling the ships that conveyed 
it. To  the introduction of such an article, so offered, nothing 
was more easy than successful opposition. At Boston, a few 
persons subsequently threw i t  into the dock. Elsewhere, it 
perished by a mere process of isolation. Nowhere did i t  elude 
pursuit. The consequence was that authority appeared to have 
been triumphantly defied. But  i t  was not the risk of tea which 
had roused the sensibility of the merchants and manufacturers. 
Agreements not to import any thing a t  all, carried with them 
to t,heir minds far more dire results. I t  was the alarm caused 
by the news of these popular combinations, that stimulated 
the petition from the city of London, upon which the House 
of Commons wasnow to act. 

This petition prayed for t8he repeal of all the duties. But  
not for reasons affecting the interests of those expected to pay 
them, or touching, in the remotest degree, the right of Parlia- 
ment to impose them. The motive assigned -was that the act 
had injured the traders of London. The colonists were asso- 
ciating for the purpose of cutting off the consumption of goods 
manufactured in and supplied by the mother country. The 
effect was injurious to the prosperity of the island, and therefore 
they prayed for repeal. But, as  for the manner in which the 
act affected any rights of their brethren on the other side of 
the Atlantic, i t  was as  little thought of as if these had belonged 
to the flyingisland of Laputa. - 

The disturbed state of things in America had been precipi- 
tated maiuly by the vacillations of government policy. Such 
had been the advancing and then retreating, so manifest tlie 
good-will to propose, and so trifling the energy to execute, 
that power had crumbled in the process. To Lord North 
nothing was left but to build up the edifice anew. His success 



In the condition of America, little could be hoped from half 
way measures, which had been already tried, with no sooB - 
result. A stronger man would have repealed every restriction, 
and relied upon lcinclness alone to restore good-will, or else 11 
would have adhered to all that had been done, and sent out a I 
armed. force large enough to look down opposition. North did 
neither. In the cabinet, opinions were equally divided. A 
moiety stood for concession. But  for this he was not prepared. 
The king did not like it, and i t  was his disposition to please 
the king. His voice turned the scale in favor of the policy 
pursued, so that on him, next to George the Third, must the 
greatest share of responsibility for what followed, rest. It was 
the same middle path, the perpetual resource of second-rate 
statesmen, which his Rockingham predecessors had equally tried 
to tread. They had, surely, stumbled enough to supply him 
with a warning. But  that was what North cared not to under- 
stand. His glance shot no further than the confines of the court 
or the circle of the ministerial benches. The arguments mar- 
shalled by him for use on this memorable night faithfully por- 
tray his later policy. " Paper, paint, and glass," said he, " three 
of the four articles taxed, are the product of British industry. 
The manufacture of them is to be encouraged, and the sale pro- 
moted. To tax these has been a commercial mistake. For 
this reason the prayer of t,he petitioners may be granted, to the 
extent of repealing the duty on those articles. But  with tea, 
the case is different. It is not produced within the British 
islands. The London factor has no interest in i t  beyond the 
charges of forwarding i t  from the producer to the consumer, 
both out of the limits of Great Britain. The tax falls on them; 
and, being collected from the colonists, may very properly 
become a source of revenue, out of which the officers of their 
governments, civil and judicial, can be made, in pursuance 
of the original design, to derive a support wholly independent 
of their good-will." 

This was to him a sufficient reason for refusing to rescind 
the tax;  but he had another and a stronger one. The right 
to tax was affirmed in the preamble to Townshend's bill. It 
had been denied in America. The words must, therefore, 
remain upon the statute-book as a test of principle, a t  least 
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until #he time when all the combinations formed against i t  
shoirfi be dissolved. For his part," he added, " he had little 
dodbt that this time would very soon come. Necessity would 
break the rule, and habit might be relied upon to do the rest. 

nts were very favorable to this expectation, 
ance was needed to dissipate the remnants 
any event, however, he was not to be moved, 
sper of a threat conid be heard from across 

Such was the exposition made by the new premier, purblind 
to the rights of a continent, whilst he applied a microscope to 
the interests of a few hundred manufacturers and merchants of 
London. The Commons listened with profound attention, 6 

even though the king's friends stood ready to confirm without 
hearing. Yet, through the long and tedious debate which fol- 
lowed, indicating little suspicion of the precipice which was 
opening under their feet, peers out here and there a symptom 
of mistrust that the right way had been chosen. Many went 
home without voting. Some wavered to the last. Dr. Frank- 
lin, who sat anxiously "watching the issue, affirms that it finally 
turned upon the assurances given by North, that the colonists 

ere yielding. Two hundred and three sustained him against 
n e  hundred and forty-two dissentient. The minister retired, 

complacently reflecting on the happy issue of this his first 
, 

I 
trial; and his supporters went home yielding to the illusion 
he had raised, that the fissure, which had been opening in the 
empire, was on the point of closing forever. A little spirit 
would do every thing. So said George in his earliest note to 
his new minister. " It was all that was needed to restore order 
to his service." 

Yet, during the very time that this imposing scene was enact- 
ing in the parliamentary halls, another, very different, but not 
less interesting, was passing in one of the places most to be 
affected by the decision. Little had-his hfajesty's faithful Com- 
mons taken note of the interests, the principles, or the passions 
of those on the earnings of whose labor, in the vast region of 
North America, they had persisted in claiming the right to 
draw a t  pleasure. Still less had the premier imagined that 
whilst he was calmly assuring his followers of the approaching 
dispersion of further opposition, events were happening which 
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marked significantly enough the fact that the eyes of the Amer- 
ican colonist no longer saw in the British soldier either a 
brother in arms, or a protector of his hearthstone. T o  be 
the town of Boston in New England, relatively to the 
populated metropolis on the Thames, was but a speck. 
sixteen thousand souls could be counted within its 
the times' had not, for many years, favored an increase. They 
had had so little to tempt avarice, that, for a century and a 
half, the people had been suffered, with little obstacle, to 
take care of themselves as they pleased, a t  home. Whatever 
restraints had been put upon their trade by the mother country, 
in pursuance of the selfish commercial theories of that age, had 

a been observed where there had been no temptation to break 
through them, and tacitly set aside where their interests had 
prompted a different course. And this had been done so 
long with impunity, that habits of mind favorable to entire 
personal freedom had been formed even among a large class 
who seldom get so far as to an analysis of principles. The 
notion of the existence of any physical power in the state, 
beyond the little necessary to prevent the commission of coin- 
mon offences against the order of a small community, was 
scarcely brought home to them. I t  was amidst a people 
tured in these habits of self-reliance and self-government, 
the ministers of the young monarch commenced experiments 
upon their patience, by requiring them to submit cheerfully to 
questionable as well as odious demands. After they discovered 
that they had been too sanguine, and that something more 
certain than the good-will of the governed was necessary to 
carry out their plan, first had come a few, gradually increased 
to some hundreds of soldiery, trained to war only with enemies 
of the state, whom timid official agents, enlisted in the task 
of establishing the unwelcome enactments, had begged a a 
protection in executing their work. Such an  influence, oo 
weal< to s ~ ~ b d ~ ~ e ,  proved strong enongh to develop the ivil 
passions which the earlier policy had engendered. It was not 
now as i t  had been on former occasions, when, though always 
supercilious in their bearing, the regulars had been joyfully 
hailed, by colonists, as friends and allies in the labor of sub- 
duing dangerous neighbors. That  terror had passed awk ; f but, in its place, had grown up something akin to it as respec ed 



a - 

iencls themselves. The interests, once u n ~ o \ v  began 
diverse. The presence of a, Brit,isl~ soldier was no longer ' 4 
of an external enemy to be crushed. He could be needed L 

ne object, and what that was, i t  was becoming not diffi- 
njecture. In case of a possible conflict of will with the 
nntry, i t  was clear that .the unarmed hand would be 

o the wall. With these ideas, i t  was impossible that 
nce even of a few soldiers should not excite vineasi- 

ness and displeasure. From being dignified as " His Majesty's 
alars," they gradually degenerated, in the colonial vocabu- 
y, into red-coats, lobsters, bullies, and outlaws hired abroad 

to cut off the chance of resistance to wrong. Every accidental 
occurrence furnished its aliment to the jealousy that had thus 
been roused ; every personal quarrel or casual altercation in the 
streets became the symbol of impending tyranny. Thus had 
matters been going from bad to worse, until, on this very 
evening, whilst Lord North was assuring, his friends that all 
would soon be harmony in America, an event occurred, sud- 
denly revealing'in its full extent, the wide alienation of the 
colonial heart. 

At about nine o'clock of the night on which Lord North 
declared himself impassible to menace, a single sentry was 
slowly pacing his walk before the door of the small custom- 
house in King Street, then, as ever since, the commercial centre 
of the town of Boston. It was moonlight, and a light coating 
of fresh snow had just been added to the surface of the ground, 
commonly covered a t  that time of the year with the condensed 
remnants of the winter's ice. There had been noise and com- 
motion in the streets, particularly in Cornhill, now Wa'shing- 
ton Street, and a t  Murray's barracks, hi what is now Brattle 
Street, where the twenty-ninth regiment was stationed. The 
passions of soldiers and town's people, which had been steadily 
rising, now found free vent in violent language and menacing 
gestures towards each other. Nothing remained to prevent a 
collision but the hesitation generally visible in crowds, as to 
who will venture the first stroke. The danger, however, had 
been avoided, througl~ the energy of the officers, a t  the bar- 
racks, where it appeared the most imminent; and the prob- 
ability is that it would have passed away, for this night a t  
least, but for the intervention of one of those accidents which 
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set a t  naught the precautions even of the wisest. The sparks 
of social conflagrations are not infrequently found among the 
weakest and least regarded portions of the community. Some- 
times they are boys, who, forever haunting scenes of popular 
excitement, reflect, in an exaggerated form, the passions of 
their elders, without comprehending the causes which roused 
them, or the necessity of keeping them under control. In this 
case, i t  was a barber's boy whose thoughtless impertinence ' 
opened the floodgates of passion in the town.   he resent- 
ment of the sentinel and the complaints of the boy drew the 
attention of stragglers, on the watch for causes of offence, to 
the soldier's isolated condition, which so011 brought his fears 
to the point of calling upon his comrades for support. A cor- 
poral and six men of the guard,l under the direction of Captain 
Preston, came to his relief, and ranged themselves in a semi- 
circle in front of his post. The movement could not take place 
without exciting observation, the effect of which was the collec- 
tion around them of forty or fifty of the lower order of town's 
people, who had been roving the streets armed with billets 
of "wood until they began to gather around the main-guard, 
scarcely averse to the prospect of a quarrel. This small array 
of red-coats, separated from their companions, though i t  might 
have appeared formidable enough to deter them from a direct 
assault, hardly availed to dispel a temptation to resort to those 
less palpable, though quite as irritating, forms of annoyance, 
which are always at  the command of every mob. What  begins 
with jeering and profanity not seldom ends in some shape or 
other of deepest tragedy. Forty or fift,y of the coarsest people 
of a small trading town and eight hirelings of an ordinary 
British regiment can scarcely be imagined as types of any 
solid principle or exalted sentiment, and yet a t  the bott,om lay 
the root of bitterness which soon afterwards yielded such abun- 
dant fruit. This was the first protest against the application of 
force to the settlement of a question of right. This compara- 
tively slight disturbance, going on by the peaceful light of the 
moon in a deserted street of an obscure town, "was the solution 
of the problem which had been presented on the same night to 
the selected representatives of the nation, assembled in one of 
the ancient and populous and splendid capitals of the world. 

1 Captain Preston says twelve men, a singular instance of varying testimony. 
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Encouraged by impunity, the rioters proceeded from invective 
to defiance, and from defiance to the use of such missiles as the 
street afforded. Agitated as well by anger as by fear for their 
own safety, seven of the soldiers, either under orders or without 
orders, successively discharged their pieces upon their assailants. 
I t  is worthy of remark that every one of these shots took effect. 
Each musket was loaded with two balls. Five men fell mor- 
tally wounded, two of them receiving two balls each. S" rs more 
were wounded, one of whom, a gentleman, standing at his own 
door, observing the scene, received two balls in his arm. This 
accounts for all the balls.l So fatal a precision of aim, indicat- 
ing not a little malignity, though i t  seems never to have attracted 
notice, is one of the most singular circumstances attending the - 
affray. No wonder, then, that peaceable citizens' of a town, 
until now inexperienced in events of the kind, should, in their 
horror of the spectacle, have called the act a massacre, and 
have demanded, in tones the most absolute, the instantaneous 
removal of the cause. The armed hand, which had done this 
deed, was that of England. It was not that of a friend or 
guardian. The drops of blood then shed in Boston were like 
the dragon's teeth of ancient fable- the seeds, from which 
sprung. up the multitudes who would recognize no arbitration 
but the deadly one of the battle-field. 

It was, indeed, an anxious night to most of the staid citizens of 
the town, who probably saw in it only the immediate annoyance 
to their peace. 011 the one side, various strollers, who had learned 
the issue of the conflict they had gone out to provoke, made its 
usually silent streets resound with the roll of drum;; and the cry 
to arms. " Town-born, turn out, turn out." On the other, 
a drummer from the main guard beat the alarm to the rest of 
the twenty-ninth regiment, to prepare them to defend their 
comrades as  well as themselves. The several companies were 
rapidly formed and brought up from their quarters to the 
scene of conflict. The street, which had been almost empty, 
was now filling so fast, that the commanding officer, Cap- 

I tain Preston, had deemed i t  prudent to remove his men to 
the station of the main guard, opposite to the north side of 
the town-house, a place where the street was narrowest, and 

I t  is but right to add that other balls were found lodged in the houses oppo- 
site. See the Boston .Narrative,deposition of Ben). Andrews, p. 151. 
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where the access from above and below could be most easily 
commanded. Here the regiment was drawn np in three lines, 
extending across the street, and facing towards the east, 
where it greatly widens, and where the crowd of town's people 
had gathered. The front rank was ordered to kneel, and the 1 
whole to be prepared to fire a t  the word of command. The 
other regiment, the fourteenth, t,hough not ordered to the spot, 
was put under arms a t  its barrzicks, not far off, and made 
ready for action. Every thing portended a new and far more 
terrible conflict, when Lieutenant-Governor Hutchinson, now 
acting as Governor, the very man who had been most active in 
procuring the presence of the troops, repaired to the scene to 
quell the storm he had raised. Once t8he most popular citizen 
of the place, even the change to the side of persecution, which 
had worked his official advancement, had not yet quite de- 
stroyed the force of old associations. His fellow-townsmen 
now looked to him for redress. He began by interrogating 
Captain Preston. But  the noise was too great to permit of 
hearing the answer, and the impatient crowd pressed so hard 
upon the town-house as to force their way in, and carry the 
speaker with them up a t  once into the council-chamber. From 
this room a balcony opened upon the street, of which he took 
advantage to pledge himself to those outside that he would see 
justice done, and to exhort t,hem, in that confidence, to go home, 
a t  least for the remainder of the night. At the same time, 
Lieutenant-colonel Carr, commandingt l~e  regin-lent, was ad- 
vised to wit,hdraw his men to their barracks. Their retirement 
was the signal for the somewhat reluctant dispersion of the 
crowd. The immediate hazard was over; yet,, so great was the 
exasperation, that Hutchinson remained a t  the cot~ncil-chamber 
a great part of the night in consultation with the commander 
of the troops, Lieutenant-colonel Dalrymple, whilst a court of 
justices of the peace forthwith set about taking testimony to 
ascertain the offenders. The result was the issue of process 
against Captain Preston. But it was not until after three 
o'clock the next morning that the intelligence of that officer's 
surrender of himself, and of his committal to prison, quieted 
the anxieties roused by this novel and painful agitation. 

This was, however, only satisfaction for the past. It was no 
security for the future. That point came up ,for consideration 
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with the dawn of the next day. The lieutenant-governor had 
summoned the council a t  an early hour; but before it met, a 
number of the respectable and solid men of the town waited 
upon him to represent, in the strongest terms, the necessity of 
immediately removing the troops. At eleven o'clock, Fanenil 
Hall filled with people rushing to a meeting called to hear from 
eye-witnesses what they could tell of the affray. The distorted 
and impassioned narrations given only stirred their indigna- 
tion still more against the whole military array, to  which they 
gave vent by unanimously instructing a committee of fifteen, 
with John Haneock, Samuel Adams, and Joseph Warren of 
the number, to go to the governor and council with their delib- 
erate opinion that i t  was impossible for the soldiers and the 
town's people to live longer with safety together. Conscious 
of the drift of his own letters to Great Britain, which had 
brought in the troops to overawe the spirit of liberty in the 
town, and yet without courage openly to brave so strong a 
popular excitement, Hutchinson fell upon the device, not un- 
common with men of his stamp, of shifting the burden from 
his shoulders. Not venturing to dispute the reasonableness of 
the application, he evaded it by pleading want of authority 
over the king's forces. The effect was to throw upon Colonel 
Dalrymple, then senior in command, the responsibility for all 
the disastrous effects that might follow a refusal, whilst it ' 

yielded him no support from authority to justify his consent. 
That officer, very naturally, sought to escape a position so 
perilous. He a t  once offered to  remove the most obnoxious 
regiment to the castle, a t  least until the arrival of orders from 
the commander-in-chief a t  New York, provided the governor 
ancl council would approve it. But  that was more than Hutch- 
inson was prepared to do. Wi th  his mind still fixed upon the 
tenor of his letters then under the eyes of ministers a t  home, 
he could not bring himself to  an admission so mortifying to 
his sagacity. He  answered the committee only by acquiescing 
in Dalrymple's offer, ancl rose for the purpose of breaking up 
the .council. But that body, who prob;ibly suspected little of 
what was going on within his breast, and-whose sympathies 
not less than their fears prompted union with their fellow- 
citizens, quailed under the trial to which he was subjecting 
them. They joined with the colonel in begging for an adjourn- 



102 LIFE OF  JOHN ADAMS. 

ment till afternoon, with such earnestness that they extorted 
rather than received consent. 

Duringtlle interval, on the one hand, Dalrymple gave the 
council to understand that he would venture to act without 
an order, if the executive would only express a desire " that he 
should, and, on the other, the committee of fifteen reported to 
the town meeting, now so much reinforced in numbers that i t  
had been transferred to the liirgest edifice in the town, the 
Old South meeting-house, t,he answer to their application. 
Stimulated rather than disheartened, a new motion was carried 
to send back seven of the committee, fortified by a second 
unanimous declaration from the increased thousands there 
assembled, that nothing would satisfy them but tlie removal of 
all the troops. I t  is t,he scene of the afternoon session of the 
governor and council, when the smaller committee appeared 
to  reiterate the popular demands, which John Adams, in a letter 
t o  Judge Tudor, late in life, so vividly delineated. There was 
Hutchilison, "with the words still on his memory, which he had 
secretly penned and sent to England only the year before, " five 
or six men-of-war and three or four regiments disturb nobody 
but some of our grave people, who do not love assemblies and 
concerts, and cannot bear the noise of drums upon a Sunday ; " 
how was he to stultify himself by the act of ordering away a 
much smaller force? There were the council, in the morning, 
divided in sentiment, a part yet anxious, if possible, to follow 
their chief, now so hemmed in by the conjoint cries of t,he 
whole conlmunity around them, as  to have become u~inuimous 
for concession; the ever faithful secretary, too, the captain of 
one of the frigates in the harbor, and the commanding officers 
of both regiments, all honestly anxious to escape the ominous 
alternative which seemed to impend over a perseverance in 
refusal, joined in their solicitations that he would give way. 
Hutchinson was left alone. Their former idol was now to 
encounter the risk of the bitter curses of his townsmen, should 
blood be again shed in their streets by reason of his obst'inacy. 
The trial was too great for his nerves. Again he returned to 
his expedient, and pleaded the want of power. The device 
only served the more to discomfit its contriver. The stern logic 
of Samuel Adams at  once removed the obstacle already half 
demolished. (6 If the power.existed to remove the twenty-ninth, 
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e fourteenth, and a refusal to 
peril." The law of physical strength 

was broken; the moral victory won. The rod of oppression, 
whieh Hutchinson had been secretly and cunningly preparing, 
snapped in his baud. 

But  not satisfied with this triumph, the passions of the people 
took another direction. From the partial evidence thus far 
given in, i t  appeared as if this had been a cruel, wanton mas- 
sacre of innocent and unoffending citizens. Hence i t  followed 
that the perpetrators of this crime should be visited with the 
exheme penalty of the law. The captain who had ordered and 
the seven soldiers who fired the fatal shots, should meet with 
condign punishment. They were oppressors, bullies, hireling 
cut-t,llroats. The slain were martyrs in the cause of Liberty. A 
prodigious concourse attended the ceremony of their interment, 
and measures were taken to keep alive the popular passions, 
by the establishment of an annual commemoration of the tragic 
event. The current thus setting towards the final condemna- 
tion of the prisoners was so strong as to bid fair to overawe 
justice even in the highest tribunal of the State. In the deep- 
wrought feeling of the moment', to  doubt the truth of the wildest 
charge which malignity or folly could invent, was regarded as 
equivalent to siding with the tyrant minister who had caused 
the massacre. Thus i t  happened that the soldiers were con- 

ng acted from deep-settled 
the intent to I d ,  maim, or injure 
t whom they entertained a personal 
efore which they were to be brought 

mencing its term the next week. 
ustice to the prisoners of entering 
f so great an excitement, a t  first 
ial until the first week in June. 

a large committee, with 
ii a t  their head, appointed 

osecution, they rescinded their 
day, to which they adjourned 

ent of Hutchinson, who 
certain that the actual 

ay of trial did not come on for more than seven months. 

1 History, vol. iii. p. 286, also his letter in the Rcmenibrancer for 1775, p. 41. 



In the general disgust, a t  t8he introduction of troops iht 
the town, John Adams had largely shared. Only the Ma 
before this event, a t  the head of a committee of his fellox I 
citizens, he had prepared the instructions for their represents 
tives to the ~ e n e r a l  Court, in which these words occur. " I 
will be natural to inquire- into all the grievances we hav 
suffered from the military power; why they have been qua] 
tered on the body of the town, in contradiction to the express 
words, and, as we conceive, the manifest intention of an act of 
Parliament; why the officers who have thus violated our rights 
have not been called to an account, and dealt with as the law 
required . . . . why the repeated offences and violence committed 
by the soldiery against the peace, and in open defiance and 
contempt of the civil magistrate and t,he law, have escaped 
punishment in the courts of justice." Entertaining such dis- 
positions, whilst he could not concur with the extreme views of 
the cause of the riot taken by his fellow-townsmen, nothing 
was further from his thought than the idea of being called to 
confront their passions. This, however, was to be the first 
occasion to test the firmness of his principles, by placing them 
between the forces now hast,eningto collision. Notwithstand- 
ing t'he guarded language of Hutchinson, it may be safely infer- 
red from his account, that tlie course taken to aid Captain 
Preston was suggested by him. Presaging the contingency 
in which he might be summoned, in the last resort, to breast 
the popular storm, by giving a pardon after conviction, i t  was 
not unlike him to contrive a plan to thrust in leading profes- 
sional men of the patriot side between himself and the danger 
he apprehended. Neither is it any cause of surprise to find him 
relying upon pecuniary considerations, as an inducement to the 
assumption of so uninviting a duty. No such ideas seem, 
however, to have weighed a feather with t,he persons to whom 
Preston and the others had recourse. Of the few lawyers known 
to  be warmly engaged against the government policy, John 
Aclams and Josiah Quincy, junior, were now, by all odds, t,he 
most pronlinent in Boston. The former had been a t  the bar 
twelve years. The latter, the junior of Mr. Adams by nine 
years, had, however, in his shorter service, succeeded in gaining 
credit wit,h his fellow-citizens as well for his professional skill 
as  for his personal character. 
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To them the prisoners applied. Timid or crafty men would 
have devised excuses to avoid the duty. They were not of 
either class. Mr. Adams framed his answer solely upon pro- 
fessional grounds, for thus far he had never ceased to regard 
his life as  that of a lawyer only. A riot had no necessary 
connection, in his mind, with the maintenance of his political 
principles. It was enough that the applicants had reasonable 
grounds of justification, and had called for assistance, for him 
to determine that i t  should not be withheld. Air. Quincy, on 
his part, acted with not less promptness, though not without 
mature consultation with judicious friends more advanced in 
years, as became so young a man. Of this number was nIr. 
Adams himself, with whose advice he consented to ei1gage.l 
The decision was regarded by many townsmen as little short 
of a wilful design to screen murderers from justice. The father 
of Quincy wrote to his son in terms of vehement remonstrance. 
The son's reply is in the vein which so often raises the annals 
of these times above the ordinary level of history. To inquire 
my duty, and to do it, is my aim," lie wrote, and with that 
moral second sight which sometimes reflects the light of future 
generations back upon the mind of one yet living in the midst 
of doubts and difficulties, he added : Li  I dare affirm that you and 
this zi'hole people will one day rejoice that I became an advocate 
for the aforesaid criminals, charged with the murder of our 
fellow-citizens." 

Yet, though there can be little uncertainty of the nature of 
the popular feeling a t  this time, it would not be just to repre- 
sent the town so carried away by passion as to leave none 
of the citizens conscious that the question was not without 
difficulty on its merits. In the same letter, Mr. Quincy names 
Hancock, Moline~~x, Cushing, Warren, Peinberton, and Cooper, 
than whom there were no warmer patriots in Boston, as approv- 

. Captain Preston publicly acknowledged, 
obligations for the sympathy he had met 

. And an occasion happened a few weeks 
to show that the determination of Ai r .  

c11 isecl and urged to undertake it by an 
Air. Quincy's letter. l o  ascribe such 
his knonii convirtions respecting the 

as a f'rieud or a citizen. 
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Adams to defend the prisoners had in no way impaired their 
confidence in his principles. James Otis, junior, the fiery and 
daring pioneer, whose will, however fitfully exerted, had yet 
done wonders in concentrating the opinions of the colony, "was 
now reluctantly admitted to be past further service. In the 
place which he had held so long, James Bowdoin had been 
substituted, a t  the annual representative election held in May. 
But, on the assembling of the General Court, i t  appeared that 
the accession of Hutchinson to the place of Bernard, had been 
the signal for some variation of policy. Mr. Bowdoin was no 
longer excluded from the council by the exercise of the gov- 
ernor's negative, as  he had been. As a consequence of this 
transfer to the other branch, a vacancy was created in the 
House of Representatives, to fill which a precept was issued to 
the town of Boston. A special election was held on the 6th 
of June, just three months after the riot in Icing Street, and 
Mr. Adams was chosen by four hundred and eighteen out of 
five hundred and thirty-six votes. 

In his "Autobiography," Mr. Adams has described his feelings 
upon this occasion too clearly to need further exposition. His 
words are remarkable, as indicating that he considered his act 
of accepting this post to be the first material departure from his 
preconceived plan of life.1 Up to this moment he had labored, 
as few men of his day labored, to make himself a distinguished 
lawyer. After years of dogged perseverance, he had a t  last 
reached a station in the front rank. Business, which had fluc- 
tuated in the season of the Stamp Act, now came in steadily 
and abundantly, promising, ere long, to reward him with what, 
ill the simple New England habits of those days, might be 
reckoned a handsome independence. Although led alike by 
his principles and his feelings to engage in public questions, 
i t  is a great mistake to suppose him to have participated in 
the counsels or the action of the patriots a t  this time, at  all 
in the manner customary with his older kinsman, Samuel 
Adams. Unlike him, John never attended town meetings, nor 

i 
did he mix much in the private assemblages or clubs which 
gave shape and direction to the public counsels. The faculty 
of combining the sentiments of numbers into some definite, 
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form of action, which particularly distinguishes party leaders, 
belonged, in a high degree, to Samuel, but it was never either 
possessed or prized by John. This distinction, which has not 
infrequently been overlooked, i t  is of some importance to keep 
iu mind. I t  was not as  a politician, but as a lawyer, that 
John Adams was first drawn into public life. -The patriotic 
party stood in need of a legal adviser a t  all times, but never 
more than now, that they were summoned to contend witli 
the shrewdness and the skill of Hutchinson, just transferred 
from the highest judicial to the highest civil post of the prov- 
ince. From the rise of the troubles, as a general thing, the 
lawyers, following the natural instincts of their profession, had 
either studiously remained neutral, or had leaned, decidedly, . . 
to the side of prerogative. Oxenbridge Thacher, the first excep- 
tion, had now been dead several years. Otis, long an energetic, 
though not uniformly a consistent counsellor, had just sunk, a 
victim to his own irregularities and the vindictiveness of his 
enemies. Joseph Hawley, the pillar of the party in western 
Massachusetts, was not a t  all times a t  hand, nor did his tem- 
perament, ever prone to melancholy, incline him to assume 
undivided responsibility. Both he and Samuel Adams saw hi 
John Adams'the person now wanted to step into the vacant 
place. Neither is i t  unlikely that a fear of possible influences 
upon the mind of the latter, from the relations formed in the 
course of Preston's trial, may have prompted the plan of fixing 
upon him, without further loss of time, some sort of political 
obligation. Be this as  i t  may, the fact is certain that, from this 
date, whether in or out of public station, John Adams was 
looked to as a guide in those measures in which questions 
involving professional knowledge were to be discussed with the 
authorities representing the crown. 

The sessions of the General Court for 1770 were not among 
the most memorable of this preparatory period. Yet they 
show clearly enough, a t  every step,-the onward march of revo- 
lution. Trifles, which in ordinary times would have been 
passed over without notice, now produced irritation, and that 
bred contention with Hutchinsoil, who stood as the mark for 
every attack. The court had been summoned to meet a t  
Cambridge, instead of Boston, for the sake of punishing the 
contumacy of the latter town. The change, in those days 
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without bridges over the Charles River, was inconvenient to all' 
whilst it served rather to provoke than to frighten those whom i t  
was designed to affect. I t  was made by Hutchinson himself, for 
the ministry had left him a discretion to act as he thought best. 
The process of reasoning which decided him, has been exposed 
to the wor1d.l I t  is quite characteristic of the man. His un- 
conciliatory spirit very naturnlly bred its like in the opposition, 
and the consequence was an almost endless dispute. If i t  be 
conceded that he ultimately proved his act of transfer to be 
legal, the question will yet recur whether more was not lost. by 
the contention than victory was worth. Just so was it with 
another and a more subtle question that succeeded, touching 
the enacting style used in the provincial laws. Somewhere 
about 1740, Colonel Bladen, a member of the board of trade 
,and plantations, had seen, in the form then practised, beginning, 

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by authority of the 
s a w  words of fear to the prerogative of the monarch of Great 
Britain. So  he obtained an order, to be placed in the standing 
instructions of the governor, that the ominous terms should 
henceforward no longer appear. And they had been accord- 
ingly disused until now, when the House had revived them. 

Governor Hntchinson called their attention to his instruc- 
tions as  forbidding the variation. The House proceeded to 
argue the case. There can be little doubt that in their manage- 
incut of both these questions the House greatly relied npon 
the advice of Mr. Adams. Hutcl~inson, in his account, dwells 
upon their trifling nature, as if the blame of raising them rested 
exclusively with his opponents. But if so trifling, the question 
naturally arises why he gave them such prominence by his 
mode of dealing with them. And a solution is afforded by the 
knowledge of the fact that he was using the positions assumed 
by the House as an argument with ministers, for taking steps 
to annul the charter itself. This explains the reason why he 
invited so many disputes, and showed so little desire of con- 
ciliating his opponents, in carrying them on. So  long as they 

I "There will be inconveniences either way ; but I have the opinion of the 
ministry in favor of the one side, which outweiglis, with me, the opinion of such 
as dislike the measure here." 

Letter to Lord I~illsborough, ~ O I ? S  Beme~~hbra~~cer ior 1775, p. 46. 
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furnished him the means of ingratiating himself a t  home, and 
of recommending the arbitrary policy upon the success of 
which he desired to stake his fortunes, he was content. For 
the rest, he rather enjoyed the little vexations to which he 
had it in his power to subject his enemies. He alludes to the 
futile efforts of the selectmen of Boston to keep up the usual 
ceremonies of election day, in spite of the removal of the 
General Court, very much as a pedagogue would gloat on the 
inability of a refractory scholar to conceal the pain his chas- 
tisement gave, ancl not as a philosopher who traces great 
events to minute causes. Frivolo~is as  might be the origin of 
many differences that took place, they all had their share in 
bringing on the great catastrophe. A sudden ancl violent quar- 
rel seldom breeds permanent division between friends. Anger 
and love are not incompatible passions, and they often succeed 
each other with equal violence in the same breast. But the 
slow and gradual wear and tear of irritations often recurring 
upon trivial matters, by associating a sense of relief with the 
idea of separation, is what most surely leads to.irrevocable 
alienation. Such was the natural effect of the strife excited 
and continued by Bernard and Hutchinson. It was they who 
taught the people of Massachusetts to feel as  if no peace would 
be found in their household so long as  Great Britain had it in 
her power to protect the instigators of the annoyances not less 
than the injuries to which they were perpetually exposed. 

In all these discussions, Mr. Aclams, although entirely a novice 
in legislation, was a t  once called to take an active part. His 
name appears upon dlmost every important committee, and his 
turn of thought, as well as  his technical skill, is to be traced in 
many of the controversial papers of the session. This was a 
school in which he was forming himself for the struggles of 
the future both in the province itself and afterwards upon a 
wider theatre. Among the committees alluded to there are two, 
which, for particular reasons, deserve to be specially mentioned. 
One was directed to mature a plan for the encouragement of 
arts, agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, to be reported a t  
the next session. The other was organized to correspond wi th  
the agent and others in Great Britain, and also with the 
speakers of the several assemblies or the committees of corre- 
spondence of the other colonies. I t  does not appear that 

VOL. I. 10 
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much was done that year in prosec^^fn-irf^ffiftr object, and 
Mr. Adams retired from the House a t  its close. But  the latter, 
however imperfectly i t  may have been carried into executicki, 
certainly shows the first proposal of the kind during the struggle 
-a  fact which has been overlooked by Air.  Jefferson, and by 
later writers following his authority, who have ascribed t e 
paternity of the suggestion to the assembly of Virginia. 

In the midst of the dispute about the enacting style, came 
the trial of Captain Preston, which called Mr. Adams away 

the 30th of October. No report of i t  was ever published. 

t 
another scene. I t  was commenced the 24th and lasted un ' 

favorable verdict was not unexpected, for i t  was scarcely possi Â¥Â 
to  prove that he had given any orders which caused t'he men 
to fire. The other and more difficult case followed a month 
later; and so great was the interest felt in i t  that a stenographer 
undertook, what in that day was a gigantic task, a report in 
full. Unlike the indefatigable men of the same class in this 
age, he gave way, completely exhausted, before he reached the 
end. The. published report, confessedly imperfect, makes a 
volume of more than two hundred closely printed pages. It is 
better in every part than in the arguments of the counsel for 
the defence, a deficiency which Mr. Adams, for his own share, 
has thus explained. When the notes were submitted to him for 
revision, he perceived so many misconceptions of his meaning, 
as  to make the manuscript difficult t,o correct without rewrit- 
ing the whole. Having no leisure for such a task, he preferred 
to strike out the greater part, and substitute a mere list of the 
legal authorities upon which his argument rested. There ' , 
therefore, no record remaining of his real speech. A small p 
only of these original notes has been preserved, and that 
remarkable only for one attempt a t  correction, which will e 
noticed in its proper place. 

The most favorable circumstances for the eight soldiers s - 
jected to this trial were just those which seemed most 
threaten a t  t,he outset. A "Narrative," prepared by a co - t mittee of the town upon the ex parte testimony of heat d 
individuals, taken a t  the moment, had been printed and quite 
extensively circulated both in England and America, which 
seemed to justify the notion that the prisoners, in their acti 
on that night towards the people of the town, had been actuat 
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by purely malicious intentions. The evidence given in on the 
trial, after the lapse of several months, and subjected to the & 
tests usual in courts of law, put a different face on the mat- 
ter. So far from being in any way assailants in the affray, ^ 
it was shown that much provocation had been giyen by the 
town's people, both in word and deed. So far from promptly 
resorting to arms, it admitted, a t  least, of doubt, whether any 
resonrce was left to save their lives when they fired. Much of 

he " Narrative 71 now looked extravagant, and 
ely perjured. The alleged firing from the win- 
om-house turned out to be fiction. Hence had 

ng up a partial reaction in the popular judgment. This had 
mproved by Mr. Quiucy, in his opening, so that 

s's turn came to close the defence, he had little 
left to  do beyond a clear recapitulation of the principles of the 
common law in cases of homicide, to complete the case. In 
mere rhetorical declamation, his mind was too direct and his 
character too downright to take pleasure, in any part of his life. 
His natural energy carried him a t  once to the main subject; 
but when that was grasped with firmness, he delighted in 
placing i t  in every light of which i t  was susceptible. His desire 
was to convince the jury that the act done was not murder; but 
in order to effect it, he carefully confined himself to a pure . 
appeal to their reason. His exordium and his peroration each 
consisted of a brief quotation, not inaptly introduced to justify 

' 

his peculiar situation. In his Diary," months before, in connec- 
tion with cases of successful defence made by hiin: a passage 
is noted from a celebrated work then quite new, which he now 
introduced, with great effect, to shield himself "with the sym- 
pathy of the assembly around him. He began thus : - 
" May it please your Honors, and you gentlemen of the Jury,- 

I am for the prisoners at  the bar; and shall apologize for i t  
only in the words of the Marquis Beccaria: If I can but be 
the instrument of preservingone life, his blessing and tears 
of transport shall be a sufficient consolation to me for the 
contempt of mankind.' " 

Individuals who heard Mr. Adams, carried with them to the 
end of their lives a most vivid recollection of the thrill which 

1 Vol. ii. p. 238. 

b 



spread through the auditory upon the repetition of these 
and simple words.1 The mysterious chain. of human symp 
is not unfreqnently electrified the most with the 
preparation. I t  was always so with Mr. Adams as an orator, 
whose rhetorical effects were never any thing but the legitimate 
offspring of his own strongly excited emotions. Probably nc 
ornament which he could have woven into his speech, would 
have had one half the effect either npon the jury or the audience 
that was produced by the conviction inspired that his heart and 
his head were equally engaged in the duty he had assumed. 

Content with this laconic introduction, the speaker a t  once 
addressed himself to the task of explaining the law whicli 
should govern the case. He enlarged upon the principles 
applied to the discrimination of human conduct, and, particu- 
larly, in all the various forms in which men do mortal harm tc 
one another. This brought him gradually and naturally to the 
consideration of cases of homicide occurring in the course of 
self-defence, and to the .rules of interpreting motives which .the 
wisdom of judicial tribunals has cautiously educed from an 
extended survey of the reciprocal obligations of mankind. Ai 
every step he was careful to avoid resting upon affirmations of 
his own, rather preferring to reinforce his argument by a con- 
stant appeal to the power of authority over the minds of the 
jury. " 1  have endeavored," he said, " to produce the best 
authorities, and to give you the rules of law in their words ; for 
I desire not to advance any thing of my own. I choose to lay 
down the rules of law from authorities which cannot be dis- 
puted." From this he passed to an explanation of the nature 
and various forms of provocation to injury, with which portion 
of his subject the argument of the first day was concluded. 
This formed the doctrinal part of the speech. The next day 
was devoted to an application of the principles thus laid down 
to the strongest parts of the evidence that had been elicited in 
the course of the examination. It  is at  the outset of this review 
that the single corrected passage of the reporter's notes occurs, 
which has been already alluded to. I t  is plain from i t  that the 
prescient mind of the orator was already floating far over the 
ocean of the future, watching, not without dismay, the signs of 

1 National Portrait Gallery. Article : John Adams, p. 11. 
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s are these : - 

After an elaborate analysis of the testimony, as given in the 
der of the witnesses, Mr. Adams then came to his conclusion' 

endanger their lives, the law is clear; they had a right to kill 
in their own defence. If i t  was not so severe as  to endanger 
tlieir lives, yet if they were assaulted a t  all, struck and abused 
by blows of any sort, by snowballs, oyster-shells, cinders, clubs, 
or sticks of any kind, this was a provocation, for which the 
law reduces the offence of killing down to manslaughter, in . 
consideration of those passions in our nature which cannot 
be eradicated. 

c c  To your candor and justice I submit the prisoners and their 
cause. The law, in all vicissitudes of government, fluctua- 
tions of the passions, or flights of enthusiasm, will preserve a 
steady undeviating course. It will ,not bend to the uncertain 
wishes, imaginations, and wanton tempers of men. TO use the 
words of a great and worthy man, a patriot and a hero, an 
enlightened friend of mankind, and a martyr to liberty, I mean 

10 * H 
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" ' The law no passion can disturb. 'T is  void of desire and' 
fear, lust and anger. 'Tis  mens sine affectu, written reason, 
retaining some measure of the divine perfection. I t  does not 
enjoin that which pleases a weak, frail man, but, without any 
regard t,o persons, commends that which is good, and punishes 
evil in all, whether rich or poor, hidl or low. 'T is  deaf, 
inexorable, inflexible. On the one hand, it is inexorable to 
the cries and lamentations of the prisoner; on the other, it is 
deaf, deaf as an adder, to t,he clamors of the populace.' l1 

Ill the perfect simplicity of this argument lay its greatest 
power over the minds of a people, who, however attached to 
liberty, had inherited, from their ancestors on both sides of the 
water, scrupulous veneration for the sacredness of law. All the 
series of hateful measures which had led to the catastrophe, the 
coarseness and occasional arrogance of the soldiers themselves 
in their relations with the town's people, had been carefully kept 
in the background; and the single image of justice, clothed 
in all her sternness, and yet pure and divested of human pas- 
sion, had been put forward and relied upon to determine the 
issue. The calculation was not a mistaken one. Each of the 
four judges who sat in the case, not disinclined to mercy, but 
fearful of the popular indignation if he indulged it, encouraged 
by the impression made by the defence, delivered his charge 
strongly in favor of the prisoners. ' The jury remained out 
about two hours and a half. On their return they acquitted six 
of the eight soldiers, against whom no specific act had been 
proved. They were, accordingly, discharged. The other two, 

' Killroy and Mont,gomery, against whom, as having caused the 
deat,h of Attucks and Gray, the evidence most 
were found guiltyof manslaughter. . They 
for the benefit of clergy, according to the old forms of the 
lish law, which was a t  once grant,ed ; and havingbeen public1 
burnt in the hand, agreeably to t,he sentence protionnced by th 
court, they were, likewise, suffered to depart,. Could the sam 
facts have been proved on their companions, they would hav 
fared 110 worse. The idea of malicious 
event entirely precluded. 

Thus ended the first and the liglgest of the four 
which occurred in the course of Mr. Adams7s 

- - -  ----- - 
prisoners h a d  not been compelled to throw 
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exeeut,ive clemency, and Hutchinson was relieved. The town 
was released from danger of censure for vindictive ferocity, 
and the people, though not universally convinced that the 
verdict was aceording to law and testimony, had ceased to be 
in a temper to obstruct its operation. Mr. Adams had borne * 

himself so manfully, that whilst he gained a great addition to 
his professional reputation, he lost little of the esteem of his 
political friends. Gordon, the historian, affirms that his argu- 
ment had the effect of altering their poliey. No longer giving 
countenance to petty and profitless brawls with straggling sol- 
diers, they turned their attention to improving the organization 
of the local militia, as a means of defence, against the uses to 
whieh they might, as troops, be put. However this may liave 
been, Mr. Adams never looked back upon his share in this 
transaction without satisfaction, not only because he had himself 
perforn~ed what he believed his dut,y, in the face of popular 
clamor, but because he had done his part to furnish for Boston 
a memorable example of self-control under extraordinary prov- 
ocation, as  well as of cheerful submission to the ultimate 
decree of law. Of how much value this has been as well to 
the town as t>he whole country, in the opinion of the world, 
and'not simply whilst the friends of prerogative were straining 
every nerve to excite a contrary impression, but ever since, i t  is 
only necessary to open any account purporting to be a history 
of these times, fully to understand. 

The year had been one of great labor; and the sedentary 
habits incident to a town residence, to whieh Mr. Adams was 
not used, began to threaten his health. His profession was 
yet the exclusive object of regard. He determined a t  once to 

b i d  adieu to polit,ics,and sacrifice his position as  a represent,a- - 
tive of Boston, by returning to the rural life of his native place. 
For himself, this decision seems to have cost him not a particle 
of hesitation; but as to the public, his feelings were more in 
conflict with his judgment. His Diary," for t,he two following 
years, behays the da t e  of his mind, vacillating between his 
devotion to his profession and his anxiety a t  t,he increasing 
embarrassments of the popular cause. The great struggle 
between authority and liberty, prerogative and principle, was 
not going on without frequent syn~ptoms of varying fortune. 
The dispute with Hutchinson about holding the General Court 



patriot ranks. Samuel Adams and John Hancock were n 
longer friends, and their difference spread a spirit of animosit 
among their respective followers. Encouraged by this strife 
the friends of government once more rallied in Boston in th I 

.2 

hope of defeating tlie reflection of Samuel Adams to the House. 
And though in t,his attempt they signally failed, tlie softened tone 
of Hancock kept up their spirits with an expectation that his 
influence at  least might soon be expected to turn 011 their side. 
Neither was this altogether without reason, as Hancock gave -- 
many signs of discontent with the cause of the patriots, one of 
which consisted in tlie transfer of his legal business from the 1 ^ 
hands of John Adams, whom he had employed for some years, 
into those of Samuel Quiiicy, well known as the solicitor gen- 
eral, and on the side of the crown. Hutchinson's interesting 
narrative, as  well as  his confidential correspondence, clearly 
shows the hopes which he a t  this time cherished of yet estab- 
lishing his system and himself in the teeth of all opposition, 
whilst, 011 the other hand, Mr. Adams's c c  Diary " displays the 
apprehensions entertained by the patriots of his success. There 
is no linowing how far he might have prevailed, had not his 
own imprudence contributed the means "wherewith to dash 
all his devices. The detection of his secret letters healed at  
once all the clissensions, for it showed him to the colonists 
exactly what he was. I t  left no shadow of doubt of the source 
of the crafty policy through which their chartered rights were 
hi danger of being annulled, and the executive and legisla- 
tive departments withdrawn from tlieir sphere of influence, 
and subjected exclusively to that of the crown. This end 
could not be attained so long as the pecuniary support of the 
officers continued in any way dependent upon the good-will 
of the colonial representatives. To suppose that the j~~dges ,  
men raised from among themselves, would be induced to uplio 
any odious system of arbitrary measures, so long as their salari 
continued a t  their mercy, was scarcely consistent with reas 
or experience. Nobody knew this better than Hutchinson, a 
that if any thing was to be gained to the side of power, 
was to be through an enlargement of the means of dispen 
ing favors, to command which the government at  hoineimi 
be made henceforward the exclusive source from which th I 



perior court, from the crown. And its execution had gone 
so far to success in the former case as  to render the prospect 
i t  in the latter by no means unlikely. As a consequence of 

e exposition made of this aggressive spirit in the secret letters, 
e contest assurned, in 1773, a new and more vehement form. 

-- - ~~ - ~- - 
But it was the rumor that the judges might soon be taken 
to the pay of the crown, that spread incomparably the greatest 
arm in the hearts of the patriots. If this should be accom- 
shed, the greatest barrier to Hutchinson's schemes would I 
forever removed. ' The committee of correspondence in Bos- 
1 had early sounded the note of remonstrance, which was 
011 echoed far and wide from the smaller towns. That on a 
pendent bench servility was sure to become the rule and man- 
ess the exception, was a lesson too freshly received from the 
nals of the Stuart reigns to be yet obliterated in America. 
ither had the tendencies of the legal profession, with cer- 

tain marked exceptions, in Massachusetts, been altogether such I 
as to correct these early impressions. An instance presented 
itself at  Cambridge, where lived William Brattle, a man of 
respectable character a n d  extended influence, once a declared 
opponent of the Stamp Act, now soothed by the narcotics 
of Hutchinson to a state, a t  best, of suspicious apathy. At 
a town meeting, where the majority of the' people had voted 
nstructions to their representative to exert himself to the utmost 
vainst the proposed change, Brattle ventured publicly to advo- L 

cate it. His defence was ingenious and plausible. He inain- 
tailled that i t  would insure a greater independence of the judges 
from all exterior influences whatsoever. I3bt in order to make 
good his argument, he was obliged to assume that the tenure 
of their offices was during good behavior. Granting this, his 
conclusion was sound, that the effect would be only to make 
them more a t  liberty from control alike of sovereign and of sub- 

This assumption was not inconsistent wit11 the general 
i o n .  I t  'as further fortified in this instance by a challenge 
to the lawyers of the patriotic side in general, and to John 
A d a m  in particular, to uphold the contrary. 

This speech came to Mr. Adams's ears, and it had an in- 
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d flow. It was in the prosecution of this idea t,hat the 
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stantaueous effect. L L  My own determination," he says in his 
' Diary," LL had been to decline all invitations to public affairs 
and inquiries. But Brattle's rude, indecent, and unmeaning 

1 
--- 

hallenge of me in particular, laid me under peculiar obliga- 
ions to undeceive the people, and elianged my resolution. I 
ope that some good will grow out of it. God knows." The 

consequence was the production of a series of papers in the 
columns of the 'L Boston Gazette," cluring tlie early part of 1773, 
vhich are inserted in the third volume of the present collec- 
ion. They will be found to abound in professional learning, 

which soon closed the mouth of his antagonist, a man little 
able, in other respects, to cope with him in controversy. They 
have now, comparatively, little interest. But  at  the time, they 
erved the purpose of establishing in the popular mind two 
ropositions, The first, the importance of assuring the inde- 

pe~ldellce of the judges of all temporary extraneous influences, 
by making them hold office during good behavior; the second, 1 that no such tenure had ever actually existed in Massachusetts. 

Hence, should the payment of their salaries be taken from 
tlie colony, the control of the crown over them would become 
exclusive and complete. The demonstration so ably made in 
these papers had its desired effect. It was not without force on 
public opinion, ;ind even npon Hutchinson himself. For he not 
longafterwards wrote to government a t  home, urging that all 
uneasiness on this score should be quieted by consenting to 
establish the tenure during good behavior. 

But  it was not this controversy alone which counteracted 
Mr. Aclams's designs of retirement. Almost at the same mo- 
ment, the voluntary act of the governor created a strong demand 
for the precise order of qualifications which lie, more than any 
other man in the province, a t  that time possessed. Roused by 

. the tightening network of organization woven around him by 
the indefatigable assiduity of Samuel Adams, in the committees 
of correspondence, as well as by the doctrines given out by tlie 
same person from the centre in Boston, unequivocally deiiying 
the supreme authority of parliament over the colonies in all 
cases whatsoever, Hutchinson boldly determined himself to go 
in advance of tlie attack, by presenting to the General Court, 
a t  its opening in 1773, an  elaborate argument to sustain it. 
This, he thought, it would be beyond the power of his oppo- 



satisfactorily to answer; and if not so answered, he relied 
^he fact to produce an extensive reaction in the public 

ng. Neither was it out of his mind that his former judicial 

material service to clothe with authority the positions which . 
should take. Laying aside all the ordinary topics of an 

nual address, he opened a t  once upon the consideration of . 
e cause of the disordered state of the province. He affirmed 

t a s s a c h u s e t t s  upon Great Britain for protection? And what 

infused itself into those of all its dependencies. But however . 

ample these powers, it was obvious that they could never be 
exclusive. The greatest of them, for example, that of legisla- 
tion, must be controlled by the higher jurisdiction exercised by 
Parliament, in all matters touching the common interest which 
were applicable to  them. 

But  if i t  should be objected to this reasoning that, by express 
compact between Great Britain and Massachusetts, the people 
of the latter were guaranteed the same rights and privileges of 
Englishmen which they would have enjoyed had they remained 
a t  home, the question would arise what were those rights and 



moval from that sphere in which alone he could exercise t 

charter secured him only the partial rights i t  was practicab 

could 13; done. 

. - .  
intended by its aut,hor to place the cause of Britain upon an  
immovable base; a paper, the argument of which, he himself 
affirms, met with the hearty approbation of one who rose to 
be lord-chancellor, Thurlow, a t  the time, and which has been 
declared unanswerable by better legal and political authority ' 
a t  this day. Yet i t  would not seem quite impossible to trace 
serious defects in this much vaunted foundation. Is  i t  so 
essential to the construction of any social system that the idea 
of. absolute, supreme authority, resting in i t  somewhere, should 
be assumed to be necessary a t  all? Supreme power, obtain- 
ing obedience without qualification, can be acknowledged only 
in  association with the conception of absolute excellence which 
can command no wrong. The ideas are united in the notion 
of the Supreme Being, the creator and preserver of all things, 
but not in any common form of humanity, as experience has 
taught us to know i t  on earth. Authority which proves not 
t o  be limited by justice and right reason, which is enlisted to 
the end of inflicting evil upon any portion of the human race, 
has no basis to rest upon beyond the physical force adequate 
to enforce its decrees. And t,his physical force, when purely 
aggressive in action, being out of the pale of mere moral con- 
siderations, is not suscept,ible of any argument in justification 
of its use. I t  is a fact in dynamics, and nothing more. Bad 
laws," said Burke of his own country, Great Britain, d L  are t,he 
worst sort of tyranny. In such a country as  t,his, they are of 
all bad things the worst; worse, by far, than anywhere else; 
and they derive a particular malign it,^ even from the wisdom 

' Lord Campbell. At least, he says that he cannot answer it. Thequotation 
is from recollection of his sprightly yet learned biographical work. 
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es which power may be made to assume, from the greatest 
Â¥h least, are not only limitable, but limited to the purposes 
for which they were especially created. 

Assuming this proposition to be sound, the dilemma so con- 
fidently offered by the governor is a t  once avoided. I t  would 
have been quite as  easy a t  any time to reconcile the powers 
vested in the government of Great Britain with those appro- 
priate to the colonial legislatures, as i t  has since proved to be 
with analogous powers under the federal and the state gov- 
ernments of the United States. Neither would that officer 
have been driven, under such a hypothesis, to the deplorable 
necessity of. surmounting the obstacle presented in the char- 
tered guarantee of the rights of Englishmen to men removing 
from England, by advancing the absurdity that this guarantee 
applied only in cases of return to the place where no grant was 
necessary to secure them. 

But though this speech was not without its defects, as  well 
in moral as  political reasoning, i t  so far fell in with established 
ideas, and seemed to rest on so confident a claim of authority, 
as  to render the party in opposition not a little uneasy under 
the pressure. Hutchinson affirms that measures were instant,ly 
taken by the committ,ee of the House chargedwith the duty of 
reply, to obtain the aid of those persons in the other colonies 
who had most distinguished themselves in the former contro- 
versy on the validity of the Stamp Act. Both Mr. Dulany, of 
Maryland, and John Dickinson, of ~ e n n s ~ l v a n i a ,  are said to 
have been applied to, and to have declined to engage. This 
statement rests upon the authority of a single individual, and 
may fairly be doubted. At any rate, they did not act. Yet the 
fact is certain that an unusual delay took place in reporting an 
answer, and that,Ghen i t  came, i t  furnished proofs of great 
labor in the preparation. Unlike most of the papers of the 
kind, it grappled a t  once with first principles. I t  disputed the 
right, thus far generally conceded in Christendom, of seizing 
the lands occupied by the heathen, by virtue of authority vested 
in the head of the Catholic Church, and granting them to any 

VOL. I. 11 



-... 

LIFE O F  JOHX ADAMS. 

whose subjects might be 

. ~ 

the 
them. But should that title be conceded to be valid, i t  was ne 
which vested in the sovereign, who, in the present insta e, 
had voluntarily entered into an agreement with certain r- 

upon new countries not annexed to the realm of England, 

i 
sons among his subjects, clothing them with powers to enter 

subjecting them to restrictions specified on the face of the c g - 
pact. The question was then no longer one of natural rights, 
but of liberties proper to those free and natural subjects of 
Great Britain, who, under the protection of this grant, had c e 
to America, had compounded with the natives for their l a g s ,  
and had gone on -to do all t,he acts necessary to constitute 
themselves a state. Among other things, they had undertaken 
to make laws for their own government, subject, however, to 
the only condition attached to their contract, that they should 
be in no wise repugnant to the laws of England. In  other 
words, t,hey had guarded against a conflict between their ow11 
legislation and that body of jurisprudence, under the funda- 
mental principles of which all British subjects, wherever placed, 
enjoyed their rights, and the king himself put on his crown. 

The power of the monarch to enter into a similar compact 
had never been disputed. Under his own hand, he had p a r a n -  
teed to the colonists the liberties of British-born subjects, not at  
home, where they already exercised them without his interfer- 
ence, but in tlte desolate foreign region to which they were trans- 
ferring themselves. One of t,hose liberties consisted in being 
governed by laws made by persons in whose election they had a 
voice. That the members of the Brit,ish Parliament were such 
persons, was not simply untrue in fact,, but i t  was in the nature 
of things that they could not be made so. The only practicable 
form of enjoying this right was through a body ~onstit~uted 
within the limit,s of the colony, capable of making laws uT 
would be binding upon them, provided only that they wer 
no wise repugnant to the laws of England. There was 

crown, and by no means vested in the Parliament. 

other limitation whatsoever ; and even the right of determin 
what fell within this limitation was wholly reserved to 

This masterly paper then entered into a keen analysis of the 
governor's argument upon precedents, disputed his assertion 
that the supreme aut,hority of Parliament had never before been 
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denied, and, with great adroitness, turned upon him several 
extracts from his own History'' of the colony, which certainly 
go far to establish the contrary. Although secondary in their 
application to determine the merits of the question a t  issue, 
these positions were of the first importance to invalidate the 
authority of their antagonist, which was one of the most 
serious difficulties the patriots had been summoned to confront. 

Much question has been had of the authorship of this paper. 
In his account of the transaction, Governor Hutchinson gives 
the impression prevailing a t  the time, that '' it was drawn up 
by Samuel Adams and Joseph Hawley, with the aid of John 
Adams, not then in public life, but of well established reputa- 
tion in the law." Elbridge Gerry, a member of the same 
General Court, initiated in the secrets of the popular party, 
ill a letter of reminiscences of much later date, incidentally 
ascribes its authorship to John Adams, as  a fact well known to 
him. The brief note of Samuel Adams, calling upon John to 
sustain, in a reply, a position which had been taken upon his 
authority in the first paper, and which he found himself unable 
to maintain, is inserted in the second volume of the present 
workal Lastly, the autobiography and letters of Mr. Adams 
himself, a t  different periods in later life, giving many particulars 
of tlie controversy, when the recollection of it had ceased to 
be of interest, varying in minor details, uniformly treat the legal 
positions of the paper, together with the authorities, as  his 

ucli is the extent of the direct testimony on this point. 
r analysis of its internal structure is calculated to con- 

rin the impression of Hutchinson, that i t  was the work of 
an one person. The reasoning from abstract principles 
uthority of the Pope, the Crown, and the Parliament, 

the action of a mind long trained in tlie study of legal 
tions, and resembles that contained in the Dissert a t" ion 

canon and feudal law, the dispute with Brattlc, and 
bsequent controversy with Massacl~usettensis. 011 the 

ther hand, the objection of Hutchinson, that words are not 
verywhere used in the same technical sense, is not without its 
orce; besides which, the course of the style is more even, 
he sarcasm more pointed, and the sentences more epigram- 

l P. 310. 
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matic than was usual with John, and rather betray the char 
acteristics of Samuel Adams. The rough drafts of James Oti 1 
had, in like manner, been customarily submitted to his polish- 
ing pen, when Otis was the source from which he obtained his 
points of controversy. Neither is it a t  all improbable that even 
the argument personal to Hutchinson may have come from him, 
for in that warfare he had been long experienced, and was famil- 
iar with it. The marked difference in the minds of the two kills- 
men is to be found in the breadth and the comprehensiveness 
of their ratiocination. But  Samuel possessed a quality pecu- 
liarly his own. He knew how to avail himself of the resources 
of other men, as  well in the realms of thonght and acquired 
knowledge, as  in the combinations that result in action. He 
was the centre around which all the movements of the patiiota - - 
turned; and if he did not always originate the reasoning or the 
specific forms of proceeding, he is exclusively, entitled to the 
merit of connecting them into one system, and infusing into 
the scattered efforts of many, all the life and energy which 
belongs to a single will. 

Tlie effect of the reply was to leave the controversy in a state 
very different from what the governor had expected. Instead 
of a victory decisive enough to resuscitate the expiring embers 
of loyalty, he failed not to be sensible of the necessity 
upon him to resume his labor, even if i t  were only to I 

his own reputation. This time, he addressed himself 
entirely to the House. Avoiding the issue which had be 
equally joined with him by the council, he now appealed t 
the general principle of the feudal law vesting all land tit 
in the crown, as  establishing the fact that British snbje 
whether in or out of the island, took their grants not 
person of the sovereign, but from the crown of Great 
Hence he insisted that their service was due to the king as hea 
of the authority established in the realm, legislative as we 
executive, and not as  an individual. Then, spriugin 
what he considered the weakest point in the committee's r 
he challenged their use of the word reaI~)z as equivocal, an 
plexing the argument. c c  I do not charge you," he said, 
any design ; but the equivocal use of the word realm, in sever 
parts of your answer, makes them perplexed and o 
Sometimes you must intend the whole dominion, which i 
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subject to the authority of Parliament; sometimes only strictly 
tlie territorial realm to which other dominions are or may be 
aiinexecl. If you mean that no countries but the ancient ter- 
ritorial realm can constitutionally be subject to the supreme 
authority of England, which you have very incautiously said is 
a rule of the common law of England, this is a doctrine which 
you never will be able to support. That  the common law 
should be controlled and changed by statutes, every day's 
experience teaches, but that the common law prescribes limits 
to the extent of the legislative power, I believe has never been 
said upon any other occasion. That acts of Parliaments for 
several hundred years past have respected countries which are 
not strictly within the realm, you might easily have discovered 
by the statute-books.'' 

He  proceeded to sustain his views by the examples of Wales 
and Calais, Guernsey, Jersey, kc., all of them holden as parts 
of one dominion. The plantations formed no exception. Be- 
ing expressly holden by the terms of the charters as feudatory 
of the imperial crown of England, they were, in like manner 
with the rest, under the government of the king's laws ancl the 
king's courts, in cases proper for them to interpose. Having 
thus restated his argument, he concluded with a labored effort 
to  do away the force of those passages of his own History," 
which hacl been so skilfully directed against him, in the answer 
of the House. 

It should be observed that the position taken in the second 
speecli is, in some material points, quite different from that 
assumed in the first. This one had contained no allusion what- 
ever to the feudal tenure as  the source of the power of Parlia- 
ment, but had traced i t  rather from the application of an abstract 
proposition, then generallyconceded ancl not yet quite exploded, 
that absolute power must rest somewhere in every state, to the 
constitution of Great Britain. This power hacl been vested, by 
the sense of the kingdom, in Parliafneiit and nowhere else, and 
the terms of the charter were to be construed accordingly. The 
later speecli, on the contrary, annexed all acquisitions of territory, 
however made, to the state, as  feudal dominions of the crown, 
uhich might be granted by i t  to individuals, subject only to the 
legislative authority of the empire of which tlie king was the 
head. The earlier argument dwelt little on the king, whether as 

11 * 
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a person or a sovereign, but much on the supremacy of Par 
merit as the all-sufficient answer to determine every quest,ion 
liberty. The second showed fort,h the king as the source 
power, ancl insisted upon the distinction between his offici 
station as wearing the imperial crown, and his mere individu 
condition. I t  was by the station, ancl by that alone, that he he 
his authority over the various portions of the empire, none 
which could be separated or alienated solely a t  his pleasure. 
a specimen of reasoning, the latter must be conceded to be th 
stronger production, though it rather avoids than surmounts th 
obstacles which had been placed in his way. At any rate, it w 
imposing enough to call for a grave reExainination of the w 
ground taken by the House. Fourteen days elapsed before 
body replied. The casual note of Samuel Adams, alrea 
alluded to, shows that John Adams was required to furnish 

- rejoinder, a t  least in that particular upon which the gove 
had pounced with such assurance of victory. He had sup 
the position, and lie was now to vindicate it, " if vindicable 
These words betray the impression which Hutcliinson ha 
made even upon the writer of the note, and the little confidenc 
he had in his own resources to meet the issue he had been t 
agent to present. This makes i t  probable that the reply whi 
closed the controversy is more exclusively the work of Joh - 

Adams, in manner as  well as  matter, than the- earlier paper. 
With his characteristic boldness of abstract speculation, already 
once'publicly exercised on the same subject, it begins by striking 
a t  feudal tenures as " a system of iniquity, which, aided by the 
canon law, a t  one time prevailed to the almost utter extinction 
of knowledge, virtue, religion, and liberty, in one part of the 
earth." Then conceding to the governor that his position was 
historically and legally correct, and that feudal principles were 
to be applied in the case of the colonial grants, i t  denies, with 
great force, the admission of any idea of Parliament, as sharing 
the smallest portion of the power. ' The Lord was, in early 
times, the legislator and judge over all his feudatories,' says 
Judge Blackstone." "If our government be considered as 
merely feudatory, we are subject to the king's absolute will, and 
there is no authority of Parliament, as  the sovereign authority 
of the British empire." After quoting a variety of authorities, 
illustrating the correctness of this position, i t  proceeds to defend 



... --position which the governor had so boldly assaulted, and 
vhich Samuel Aclanls had feared was not vindicable. 
' c  Your Excellency has misinterpreted what we have said, 

' that no country, by t,he common law, was subject to the laws 
or the Parliament, but t,he realm of England ; ' and is pleased - 
to tell us, that we have expressed ourselves incautiously.' 
"We beg leave to recite the words of the judges of England, 
in the before-mentioned case, to our purpose. ' If a king go 
out of England with a company of his servants, allegiance 
reinaineth among his subjects and servants, although he be out 
of his realm, whereto his laws are confined.' W e  did not mean 
to say, as your Excellency would suppose, that the common 
law prescribes limits to the extent of the legislative power,' 
though we shall always affirm it to be true of the law of reason 
and natural equity. Your Excellency thinks you have made i t  
appear that the Colony of Massachusetts Bay is holden as  
feudatory of the imperial crown of England,' and, therefore, 
you say, to use the words of a very great authority in a case 
in some respects analogous to it, being feudatory, it necessarily 
follows that i t  is under the government of the king's laws? 
Your Excellency has not named this authority; but we con- 
ceive his meaning must be, that, being feudatory, it is under the 
government of the king's laws absolutely ; for, as we have before 
said, the feudal system admits of no idea of the authority of 
Parliament; and this would have been the case of the colony, 
but for the compact -with the king in the charter. 

c L  Your Excellency says, that ' persons thus holding under the 
crown of England, remain or become subjects of England,' by 
which we suppose your Excellency to mean, subject to the 
supreme authority of Parliament, ' to all intents and purposes, 
as fully as  if any of the royal manors, kc., within the realm, 
had been granted to them upon the like tenure.' We appre- 
hend, with submission, your Excellency is mistaken in suppos- 
ing that our allegiance is due to the crown of England. Every 
man swears allegiance for himself, to his own king, in his 
natural person. Every subject is presumed by law to be sworn 
to the king, which is to his natural person,' says Lord Coke. 

The allegiance is due to his natural body ; ' and he says : '  In 
the reign of Edward the Second, the Spencers, the father and 
the son, to cover the treason hatched in their hearts, invented 



128 LIFE OF J O H N  ADAMS. 

this damnable and damned opinion, that homage and oath o 
allegiance was more by reason of the king's crown, that is, o 
his politic capacity, than by reason of the person 
upon which opinion, they inferred execrable and detestable con- 
sequents? The j~idgcs of England, all but one, in t,he case of 
the union between Scotland and England, declared that ' alle- 
giance folloyeth the natural person, not the politic,' and ' t o  
prove the allegiance to be tied to the body natural of the liing, 
and not to the body politic, the Lord Coke cited the phrases of 
divers st,atutes mentioning our natural liege sovereign.' If, 
then, the homage and allegiance is not to the body politic of 
the king, i t  is not to him as the head, or any part of that legis- 
lative authority, which your Excellency says ' is equally exten- 
sive with t,he authority of the crown throughout every part of 
the dominion ' ; and your Excellency's observations thereupon 
must fail." 

Nothing could be more triun~phant than t,his retort; which 
was followed up by further quotations from the highest profes- 
sional authorities, proving, beyond all question, that the limits 
of the legislative power of England and of allegiance of sub- 
jects to the king of Great Brit,ain had not been regarded as 
identical; and hence the governor's assumption that the colo- 
nists were necessarily subject to the supreme authority of Par- 
liament, because subject to the king only as the head of it, 
could not be sustained. 

Having in this manner met the objections of the governor 
the committee went on to restate their position. The firs 
colonists, proceeding on the assumption that the la 
ica were out of the bounds of the realm of England, ha 
applied to the king for liberty to go out and settle them. Th 
king, conc~u~ ing  in their view, had entered into a 
them by his charter, reserving allegiance to him i 
capacity, and securing to them the rights and 

-British subjects, but not the title to their lands. I n  a 
here the most perplexing part of the whole quest 
" If it be difficult for us to show how the liing acqu 
to this country, in his natural capacit,y, or separate from 11 
relat,ion to his subjects, which w e  confess, yet we conceive 
will be equally difficult for your Excellency to sh 
body politic and nation of England acquired it. Our ancest 
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supposed i t  was acquired by neither; and therefore they de- 
clared, as we have before quoted from your history, that, saving 
their actual purchase, from the natives, of the soil, the dominion, 
the lordship, and sovereignty, they had, in the sight of God and 
man, no right and title to what they possessed. How much 
clearer, then, in natural reason and equity, must our title be, 
who hold estates dearly purchased a t  the expense of our own 
as well as our ancestors' labor, and defended by them with 
treasure and blood ! " 

Here, again, is visible the most striking characteristic of Mr. 
Adams's mind, his resort to first principles, and his departure 
from mere authority, whenever his discriminating sense per- 
ceives them to begin to separate. Proceeding in the same path, 
the paper confronted the governor with a series of extracts, first 
from writers of elementary law and then from the historians 
of the province, not excepting Hutchinson himself, all directed 
to the overwhelming establishment of the main position. It 
then concluded with the following eloquent paragraph : - 

The question appears to us to be no other than whether we 
are subjects of absolute unlimited power, or of a free goveru- 
ment formed on the principles of the English constitution. If 
your Excellency's doctrine be true, the people of this province 
hold their lands of the crown and people of England ; and their 
lives, liberties, and properties are a t  their disposal, and that even 
by compact and their own consent. They were subject to the 
king as the head alterins popnii, of another people, in whose 
legislative they have no voice or interest. They are, indeed, said 
to have a constitution and a legislative of their own ; but your 

IExcellency has explained i t  into a mere phantom, limited, con- 
trolled, superseded, and nullified, a t  the will of another. Is this 
the constitution which so charmed our ancestors, that, as  your 
Excellency has informed us, they kept a day of solemn thanks- 
giving to Almighty God when they received it ? And were they 
men of so little discernment, such children in understanding, 
as to please themselves with the imagination that they were 
blessed with the same rights and liberties which natural-born 
subjects in England enjoyed, when, a t  the same time, they had 
fully consented to be ruled and ordered by a legislative, a 
thousand leagues distant from them, which cannot be supposed 
to be'sufficiently acquainted with their circumstances, if con- 

I 



' 130 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

cerned for their interest, and in which they cannot be in any 
sense represented ? " 

Thus terminated the most remarkable controversy which pre- 
ceded t,he Revolution. The governor foundl~imself without the 
laurels which he so confidently expected to twine around his 
brows, and earning the reproaches inst,ead of the applause of 
the chiefs beyond the "water, into whose favor i t  had been his 
purpose to ingratiate himself. He himself admits that the 
ministry looked coldly upon his experiment. In point of fact 
they gave him no thanks for volunteering in a duty which they 
did not care to see performed. The discussion of first principles 
was a matter for which neither by habit nor inclination, by 
capacity or by taste, any of them had the smallest predilection. 
They saw in the Americans only a set of troublesome faction- 
ists, who were to be treated with no more consideration than 
was due to their imagined power to do mischief with impunity. 
And if things should come to the worst, all that would be 
necessary t,o set them right at last would be the mission of a 
few more British regiments. To reason about the rights of 
Great Britain was, in their view, beneath the dignity of Eng- 
lishmen. And it must be conceded that Governor Hutchinson, 
by inviting a discussion, placed his principals in a dilemma 
from which extrication was not easy. If the authority of Par- 
liament was implied in the use of the term imperial crown, 
according to the second speech, then it followed that i t  was 
bound by the limitations and restrictions set forth in the royal 
charter. If, on the other hand, it was not so implied, then the 
charter was a compact with the king alone, to which Parliament 
was not a party further than might be expressed by the terms 
of it. 

I t  is more easy, however, to refute his reasonings than to 
maintain any consistent affirmative on the opposite side. The 
subject is full of difficulties growing out of the anomalies of 
the constit,utional system of Great Britain. The bundle of 
habits and cust,oms which make what is called its common law, 
grew out of the necessity of providing for immediate contin- 
gencies occurring in the common course of events. It  moulded 
itself around circumstances, instead of being moulded in ad- 
vance of them. Beginning in a day of small things, and of 
authority vaguely defined, i t  sometimes took its shape from 



and compact, all came in turn, introducing new modifications 
into the system not reducible to any general law. Each case 
may be said to have been regulated by some special necessity 
of its own. And all the fine threads of authority, thus woven 
out of the most dissimilar materials and gathered into various 
knots in the course of many generations of collective activity, 
present to the curious observer rather a happy agglomeration of 
inconsistencies difficult to  reconcile, than one plan resolvable 
into a few principles, and matured by the joint experience and 
forecast of the most elevated genius. 

But  out of all the extensions of the British empire, none 
presents more difficulties of analysis than that effected by the 
colonization of North America. Carried away by the adven- 
turous spirit of the age which followed the discovery of a hemi- 
sphere, the moiiarchs of Europe vied with each other, not in 
originating national enterprises, but in stimulating the private 
and voluntary undertakings of their subjects. They showed 
themselves quite ready to share the advantages of success, 
without hazarding by any means a proportionate loss from 
failure. To this policy the sovereigns of Great Britain most of 
all adhered. The Stuarts made no scruple of granting powers 
without stint, to take territories which did not belong to them, 
to individuals whose presence within the kingdom was consid- 
ered more burdensome than advantageous. As a consequence, 
the religious schismatics abounding in that day, persecuted a t  
home, eagerly snatched the opportunity to lay in other climes 
the foundations of new communities, where they fondly hoped to 
perpetuate the cherished principles of their peculiar faith. Thus 
sprung into existence colonies whose motive was to indurate 
and extend forms of opinion not in unison with those which 
continued to prevail in the mother country. The seeds thus 
sown were not to produce the fruit of the parent tree, but a pro- 
geny differing more and more with the descent of time. Unlike 
the colonization of the Greeks, the first as  it is the best and most 
consistent of the systems ever devised, the relations growing out 
of this exodus were not harmonious, but discordant. Hence it 
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is that a t  no time was any spirit of cordial good-will towards 
their American dependencies visible in the people or govern- 
ment of the mother country. In its best form, i t  approximated 
the patronage of contempt. Yet the grants of powers and 
privileges, which cost less than the paper on which they were 
written, had been lavish, whilst ignorance combined with in- 
difference to the results, in leaving the recipients to develope 
their own resources almost without restraint. Neither was the 
first attempt to impose a curb the consequence of a conflict of 
principle. I t  came from the exclusive commercial jealousy 
of nations in the last century, which viewed every advantage 
of industry gained by others as just so much loss suffered by 
themselves. The mercantile and manufacturing temper of 
Great Britain regarded the people of the colonies not as  friends 
and brethren, but as strangers who might be made tributaries. 
The idea of civil rights was not in question any more than if 
the country had been conquered by arms. And in a conflict of 
interests there was no notion of settling them by compromise 
or concession. Tlie entire sacrifice was to be made by the 
Americans. The commercial definition of the term colony all 
over Europe, after the discovery of the new world, made i t  a 
dependency not for the benefit of the offshoot, but only to 
strengthen the parent stem. 

Had the people who settled in America all come over under 
the influence of these purely commercial ideas, there might 
have been no difficulty in settling this matter in time. But  so 
far from it,, they had been trained in the very opposite schools 
of religious and political heterodoxy. Contention was a familiar 
idea ; resistance a matter of habit, as well as of principle. The 
spirit thus nursed could not be like that which comes from 
trade, a spirit of negotiating equivalents, for there were no 
such things as equivalents in their vocabulary. I t  had lived 
through all sorts of moral trials. When, t,herefore, the struggle 
came down to a mere pecuniary imposition, they carried into 
i t  the generalizations of higher levels of thought. When they 
had grown strong enough to be taxable, they had likewise 
grown strong enough to deny the right under which they were 
expected to contribute the tax. Hence the whole conflict of 
the Revolution. I t  had a more lofty source than local law, or 
the caprice of a monarch, though it received a great impulse 



m both. The commercial school of British statesmen con- 

with relations of mutual good-will. Between these two ex- 
tremes there was little likelihood' of coming to a settlement 
upon the uncertain basis presented by Hutchinson, tlie only 
consequence of whose labor was to expose its shallowness. 
The matter could be disposed of by concession or by force, but 
not by reasoning. It was not then without cause that the 
British ministry censured his officiousness, even though they 
might maintain that in some of the technicalities of his argu- 
ment he had not been and could not be fully refuted. 

A few days after the close of this controversy, the waning 
influence of Hutchinson received its final blow under the ex- 
posure, by an agency in England never fully disclosed, of his 
secret instigation of the odious policy under which the colony 
was groaning. Air.  Adams received the packet of letters con- 
taining i t  from Thomas Gushing, the speaker of the House, to 
whom i t  had been transmitted by Dr. Franklin,l in London; 
and i t  is said that he took i t  with him in one of his customary 
professional circuits. His meditations upon i t  are fully shown 
in his private " Diary." That one of the few natives ever 
advanced to the chief place in the colony should have been the 
one to suggest, that "there must be an abridgment of what are 
called English liberties," was revolting enough, to be sure? 
'( These cool projectors and speculators in politics will ruin this 
country," indignantly breaks out Mr. Adams : Bone of our 
bone; born and educated among us! Mr. Hancock is deeply 
affected; is determined, in conjunction with Major Hawley, to 
watch the vile serpent, and his deputy serpent, Brattle. The 
subtlety of this serpent is equal to that of the old one." Prior 
to the submission of these papers, however, to the new General 

12 
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a further check upon the governor by introducing Mr. Ada11 

are such as could come only into the mind of a disinterest 
statesman. But the pledge, which is one not infrequent 
taken, on the threshold of public life, by men who a 
found to faint by the wayside before the end of the journe 
was by him fully redeemed in every part down to the late 
hour of his career. 

1773, May 24. 6 L  To-morrow is our general election. Tl 
plots, plans, schemes, and machinations of this evenin 
night will be very numerous. By the number of minister! 
governmental people returned, and by the secrecy of the frien 
of liberty relating to the grand discovery of the complete e 
deuce of the whole mystery of iniquity, I much fear the electi 
will go unhappily. For myself, I owu, I tremble at the tho 
of an election. What  will be expected of me ? What will 
required of me?  What  duties and obligations will res 
me from an election ? What  duties to my God, my king, my 
country, my family, my friends, myself? What  perplexities, 
and intricacies, and difficulties shall I be exposed to ? What  
snares and temptations will be thrown in my way?  What  
self-denials and mortifications shall I be obliged to bear? 

" If I should be called, in the course of Providence, to take a 
'part in public life, I shall act a fearless, intrepid, undaunted 
part a t  all hazards, though i t  shall be my endeavor, likewise, to 
act a prudent, cautious, and considerate part. But  if I should 
be excused by a lion-election, or by the exertions of prerogative, 
from engaging in public business, I shall enjoy a sweet tran- 
quillity in the pursuit of my private business, in the education 
of my children, and in a constant attention to the preservation 
of my health. This last is the most selfish and pleasant system ; 
the first, the more generous, though arduous and disagreeable." 

His prognostication of executive interference proved correct,. 
The governor put his negative upon him, because of "the very 
conspicuo~~s part he had taken in opposition," though he had 
not been prominent in any other manner than by avowin 
opinions and giving advice. But events were now ru 
too rapidly to a crisis, to render a like 
any thing more than a provocative. The thunder whic 
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muttered during the preceding session, against those judges who 
should profit of the crown grants of salaries, now burst with 
violence over the head of Hutchinson himself. By a resort to 
an expedient of a kind which parties not infrequently adopt to 
cover a useful wrong, his secret counsels transmitted to the 
other side of the water were published by the General Court 
to the world; and then they were made the basis of a formal 
remonstrance to the king against the conduct of Thomas Hutch- 
inson, governor. Andrew Oliver, the lieutenant-governor, whose 
letters had likewise been betrayed, was involved in the same 
complaint. And a prayer was added, that his Majesty would 
be pleased to remove them both from the government of the 
province forever. However unlikely that this prayer would be 
heeded, a doubt could scarcely remain that the usefulness of 
Hutchinson, as an instrument to carry out any ministerial policy, 
was a t  an end. Not a great while after, his suit for permission 
to repair to England, in order, i n  person, to explain his course 
more fully than lie could do by letter, was granted. He eni- 
barked the next year, never again to look upon the nat,ive land 
which he loved, and yet which he had so grievously betrayed. 
Even at  that moment he undoubtedly cherished visions of a 
restoration in power and glory, after the shock of the conflict 
should have passed away, and the rebellious temper of his op- 
ponents should have been atoned for by chastisement and in 
chains. No such reality was in store for him. His cherished 
villa upon Milton hill passed into the hands of those opponeilts, 
and neglect and isolation in the country to which he had sacri- 
ficed himself, came to add poignancy to the domestic afflictions 
of hi% later days. Such was the reward of cold and ambitious 
selfishness ! The natural pity excited by a close of life like his 
is checked by the thought of what evils the success of his 
schemes would have imposed upon multitudes then unborn. 
I t  is not often, under the imperfect dispensations of justice 
upon earth, that its political annals present so instructive a 
lesson of moral retribution. 

But although the man was about to be removed, i t  was by no 
means clear that the absolute system which he had contributed 
to introduce would not become gradually confirmed by time. 
The judges of the superior court had betrayed no reluctance to 
the proposed change of the source of their emoluments from 
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an uncertain and capricious legislative 

'AMS. 

assen 
patronage of the crown. Several efforts made in advance to 
deter them from accepting the apprehended overtures had 119t 
been attended with such success as  to quiet the popular uneasi- 
ness. A later and more menacing tone extorted the fact that 
the chief justice had already availed himself of his Majesty's 
grant for eighteen months' salary; that three of the justices, 
though intimidated for the moment, could not be depended 
upon permanently to decline i t ;  and that but one was disposed, 
in good faith, to abide by the good-will of his fellow-citizens, 
according to ancient forms. This view of the case was not a 
little discouraging. I t  betokened the ultimate union of the 
executive and judiciary powers on this side, sustained by 
all the official power of the crown on the other side of the 
Atlantic, against the popular party. The issue, a t  best a very 
doubtful one, depended for a favorable turn mainly upon the 
extent to which unanimity of sentiment at home could be pre- 
served. The open secession of the judges would be soon 
followed by that of many leading lawyers, whose leanings 
were not misunderstood ; and thus a foundation would be laid 
for divisions fatal to  all hopes of ultimately establishing the 
popular cause. 

The secret discouragement of the patriot leaders, whilst refle I 
ing upon the means of counteracting this subtle policy, has been 
sufficiently set forth by Air. Adams, in his "A~tobiography.~ 77 

They had pushed their attack upon the chief justice as  far as  
they thought i t  could be carried. The House had drawn up  
remonstrance demandinghis removal, which they had formal 
presented to the governor and council for their decision, and h 

to prevent his sitting whilst it remained unacted upon. 

gone so far as to vote t,he adjournment of the superior court 
three days after the regular commencement of the term, in order 

the governor had very quietly set a t  nought both of the "-It 
measures, by interposing his negative to the one, and reject- 
ing the other without even communicating i t  to the council. 
Indeed, he could scarcely have done otherwise in a case in 
which the chief justice was complained of for obeying an act 
prescribed by the authority of the king himself, whose repre- 

1 Val. ii. pp. 328-332. - 
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tative in the colony he was. A further petition and remon- 
ing the grounds of complaint so as  to 

the advice of his 

In the mean time the court had been adjourned from day to  
day, the chief justice only awaiting the issue of the controversy 

, to show the impotence of the attack by taking his seat and 
claiming the victory. The embarrassment was serious, for 
delays could avail but a little while longer. The exhication 
from it was due to Mr. Adams, and to him alone. This is one 
of the instances in his life in which the extraordinary force of 
his will gave a decided turn to events. He saw a t  once that i t  
"was no moment to listen to half-way expedients, that nothing 
would avail but a determined blow at the source of the judicial 
authority. He  proposed at once the IMPEACHMENT OF THE C H I E F  

~ ~ U S T I C E .  Such a measure had not been without precedent in 
the colony, though i t  had not been provided for by the terms of 
the charter. At first i t  struck the other patriot lawyers with 
surprise a t  its boldness, and they questioned its practicability. 
Air .  Adams was not unprepared for objections. H e  had medi- 
tated the subject, had traced the sources of the power of 
impeachment in  the mother country, had analyzed the nature 
of the personal security guaranteed to the native-born British 
subject, and extended to the colonist by the charter, and was 
ready to maintain that the only safeguard against the abuses of , 

the judicial power in Massachusett,~ was by process of impeach- 
preseiitatives, before the council. 
this body, either in its origin or its 

ogy, as  a tribunal, to the House of Lords, 
s certainly violent. Elected annually by the votes of the 

to  the negative of the executive, it 
o d d  make it an  independent arbiter, 

e delinquencies of the highest judicial 
rs. On the other hand, if t,his body could not act, i t  was 
that there was no protection against abuse. A11 early 

of Parliament had made the governor amenable, in cases 
feasance, to the court in Westminster Hall, but its F- 

applied to 110 other officer. Neither would they have 
raced the judges. Justice transferred to 
and, consequently, delayed indefinitely, 
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is equivalent to justice denied. It can hardly be presumed 
that a court, were it to be signalized by the enormities of a - 
Scroggs, or the butcheries of a Jeffreys, might have been law- 
fully imposed upon a community entitled to English liberties, 
Â¥wit,liou some more effective restraint than the tardy inter- 1 
ference of a jurisdiction wholly foreign from their social organi- 
zation. Such a conclusion would have thrown even tlie most 
ardent loyalist upon his natural rights, as the only "way to secure 
his personal safety. 

The construction of the law given by Mr. Adams avoided 
this necessit,~. The charier of William and Mary had granted 
to tlie General Court of the province the power to establish 
courts of justice, and to the governor and council that of 
appointing the judges. Here, if anywhere, the judges were 
amenable in cases of delinquency. Hence i t  followed, by a 
very natural analogy, that, in tlie absence of all other adequate 
authority, upon the House of Representatives must devolve the 
responsibility of embodying the grievances which the people 
might suffer in the administration of justice; and, for the same 
reason, t,he governor and council, the only remedial institution 
remaining capable of hearing a complaint in the last resort, 
must be tlie tribunal to pronounce upon their guilt. 

The opinion of Mr. Adams was canvassed by tlie other 
lawyers on the patriot side, and was even submitted to the only 
judge on tlie bench supposed to sympathize with them. Trow- 
bridge showed himself not averse to it, although lie cautiously 
avoided committing himself. The substance of the dialogue, 
as  given by Mr. Adams, is characteristic enough on both sides. 
(( I see," said the judge to him, fi you are determined to explore 
t,he constitution, and bring to life all its dormant and lateir 
powers, in defence of your liberties, as you understand them.' 
To which he replied, that '(he should be very happy if the 
constitution could carry them safely through all their difficulties, 
without having recourse to higher powers not written." I t  was 
doubtless in this spirit that his advice was taken by his friends, 
and the nec,essary measures accordingly prepared, by which to 
present' Peter Oliver, chief justice of the superior court, guilty 
of high crimes and misdemeanors, as set forth in tlie proper 
forms of impeachment. The result was, that they were adopted 
by a vote of ninety-two members of the House against only 
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eight dissentients. Notwithstanding all the skill of Hutchinson, 
interposed to parry the force of this shaft, it struck its object 
with unerring aim. Oliver, the sternest and most resolute of 
his coiicljutors, was from the instant disabled from further co- 
operation. A tribunal more potent than the governor or the 
bench took up the matter, and refused to recognize the chief 
justice as  a rightful officer xuitil the charges brought against him 
should have been acted upon. It was in vain that the court 

I was opened in all the customary forms, that the judges declared 
themselves ready to hear and the counsel to speak. When 
those who had been drawn to act as jurymen were summoned 
to qualify in the usual form, not a man could be found to con- 
sent. Each individual, as  his name was called, assigned as his 
reason for declining, that the presiding officer, having been 
charged with high crimes and misdemeanors in office, by the 
legislative power of the province, could not be recognized as a 
suitable person to hold the court, whilst the charges remained 
unacted upon. Such was the unanimity of sentiment that 
even Oliver quailed before it, and the highest court of the 
province was, from this moment, effectually closed. 

Under this last shock perished the elaborate policy woven 
from the subtle brain of the fourth and last provincial governor 
of the native stock of Massachusetts. The web was torn to 
atoms, and not a shred remained with which to bea' win anew. 
From this time Hutchinsons and Olivers, and their ignoble train 
of followers, are completely obliterated from the record. Unlike 
every other struggle of the kind in the province, this one had 
been stimulated by suggestions of domestic origin. No social 
and political connection of similar power and extent had ever 
before been organized on the side of prerogative, none which 
promised so fair ultimately to reconcile the temper of the people 
a t  least to a material abridgment of their ancient liberties. For 
thirteen years had the contest been carried on, with various 
results, generally with the appearance of success 011 the popular 
side, but not without frequent misgivings of its strength seriously 
undermined in secret. The power, which was applicable to 
change the fortunes of the day, was great enough. It only 
needed to be used with more system and harmony to a given 
purpose a t  the same time on both sides of the Atlantic, to 
be likely to triumph. Neither was i t  the less effective, because 



its operations were generally underhand. Fortunate was i t  th 
no minister came forth to give the force of a strong will an 
energetic unity to the execution of these designs. It cannot b 
disputed that the ever fluctuating state of the home goveri 
ment, weakening the confidence of Hutchinson in the steadines 
of the support he might receive in difficult cases, contribute I largely to paralyze his policy. The party dissensions in Eng 
land dismayed the tories as much as they encouraged the whigs 
Whenever the voice of Chatham rang out, i t  was as the souno. 
of a trumpet to those to whose opinions, in their full extent, 
ven then nobody would have been more decidedly adverse than 
e ;  whilst i t  spread consternation among the official tribe and 

the waiters upon Providence, never sure that the next ship 
might not bring news of his elevation to a place, where i t  was 
of some consequence to them that their advice should not be 
too clearly on record against them. Thus it happened that the 
field had been lost, and the defeated forces retired, never again \ \o renew the cont,est in the same way. 

Here occurs an epoch in the Revolution. Up to t,his moment 
the trial had been purely one of moral power, carried on under 
the restraint of constitutional forms. It was soon to become 
one of physical force. Reason was exhausted, and nothing 
was left but arms. With the violent destruction of the tea, 
and the advent of General Gage, opens the active drama of 

1 
the Revolution. The position of Mr. Adams becomes, likewise, 
correspondingly altered. Thus far he had been for the most 
part a counsellor. Henceforth he is to be seen as a leader in 
the most difficult action of the times. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ENTRANCE INTO PUBLIC LIFE - THE COXGRESS OF 1774 - S E ~ V I C E S  
FROM THAT TIME UNTIL THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

DURING the passage of the events described in the last chap- 
ter, in which the executive and judicial powers of t,he colony 
had been brought to a stand, and Hutchinson, the head of the 
loyalist party, had, in despair, determined to abandon the 
struggle, the British ministry was engaged in maturing new 
plans to overcome the resistance of Massachusetts. Lord North, 
no longer indulging in the sangnine anticipations of an early 
return to peace by the voluntary submission of the colonists, 
was now to become the exponent of the royal indignation. In 
this indignation the people of Great Britain much more largely 
shared after the news arrived of the general rejection of the tea. 
And it was most particularly directed against the town of Bos- 
ton, because Boston had marked her proceedings with the most 

ated form of resistance. The chastisement for these offen- 
was defined by the minister, through the introduction into 

rliament, in quick succession, of the three bills, wh&h shut 
tihe port of Boston, which, under the name of regulation, 

nihilated the charter of the colony, and which transferred tlie 
risdiction over cases of riot and tumult to the courts of the 
other country. Simultaneously with the passage of these 

atory acts, came the preparation of a military force deemed 
quat,e to enforce them. The executive authority, no longer 

sted to men in civil life, was vested in  General Gage, an 
er high in the ranks of the regular army, a t  the same time 
his command was extended by the transfer of more regi- 

nts to Massachusetts. Eleven in niimber were concentrated 
ast, but instead of being ready for immediate use, they were 
y months in collecting a t  Boston. The policy now was, by 
presence of an overawing force, to give, in all the essential 
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parts of the government, such a preponderance to the known 
p:irtisans of the British authority, that its ordinary functions 
could be performed by them without the possibility of effective 

. interruption ; but i t  was feebly executed. Had the parties in 
the colony been in any way equally divided, the scheme might 
possibly have succeeded. The ministry all along acted under 
impressions that they were so, which had been spread over 
Great Britain by dependents in America interested .to make 
them believe it. In point of fact,, the new system, having no 
such basis, resolved itself simply into an attempt to impose a 
government, without an adequate power to make i t  obeyed. 
The charter of William and Mary was, indeed, set aside, but 
martial law had not yet the force a t  hand to put what i t  pleased 
in its place. 

Mr. Aclams had steadily adhered to his profession as long as 
it was open to him. Even in t,he case of the destruction of the 
tea, which decided the fate of future events, although evidently 
cognizant of the intent,, he preferred to be ignorant of every 
det'iiil, so that, in case t,he participators should be drawn into t 
courts, he might serve them with more freedom. In politics, 1 
had been, wit,h t,he single exception of one year's service in tl 1 
legislature, solely the counsellor, whilst others acted. Through- 
out the controversies, involving questions of natural or common 
or provincial law, which had been carried on between 1770 and 
1774, his learning and talents had been relied upon to 
the patriot view. But he continued fixed to his practice. 
arrival of General Gage materially changed this attitude. T 
blow which had shut up the courts, had rebounded upon him. 
Then came the closing of the port of Boston, and the other acts, 
to  complete the general disorder, and to inspire no hope of an 
early return to a better state of things. His occupation was 
gone, and with it his best means of living. The labors of 
twenty years were in jeopardy on the one side, whilst on the 
other a gloomy vista was opening of dangers aucl sufferings to 
be incurred as a penalty for perseverance in opposition. The 
little town with whose fortunes he had identified himself, which 
had struggled through a cent,ury and a half of various fortunes 
"with unabated fortitude, and resolute though slow success, was 
threatened with depopulation, unless it bent to the storm ; and 
the province itself seemed to have before it no alternative 



een servile submission to the royal commands, and the 

discouraged under these difficulties. v hat he fully understood 
their nature, is made certain by his own pen. Musing upon 
the unwonted leisure, which had been thus imposed upon him, 
he sat down and wrote to his wife, then a t  Braintree, the fol- 
lowing description of his state of mind. 

Boston, 12 May, 1774.  

" My own infirmities, the account of the return of yours, and , 
ng all together, have put my philosophy 

W e  live, my dear soul, i n  an age of trial, What  "will be 
the consequence, I know not. The town of Boston, for aught 
I can see, must suffer martyrdom. I t  must expire. And our 
principal consolation is, that i t  dies in a noble cause-the 
cause of truth, of virtue, of liberty, and of humanity, and that 
it will probably have a glorious resurrection to greater wealth, 
splendor, and power than ever. 

" Let me know what is best for us to  do. It  is expensive 
keeping a family here, and there is no prospect of any business 
in my way in this town this whole summer. I don't receive . 

a shilling a week. W e  must contrive a s  many ways as we 
expenses ; for we may have calls to contribute very 

to our circumstances, to prevent other 
worthy people from suffering for want, besides our 

11 loss in point of business and profit. 
nagine, from all this, that I am in the dumps. Far  
I can truly say tliat I have felt more spirits and 

tivity since the arrival of this news than I have done for 
ok upon this as the last effort of Lord North's 
he will as surely bedefeated in i t  as he was in 

a new instance of that peculiar habit of 
Mr. Acla~ns's mind, of living in the f u t ~ ~ r e ,  which manifested 
itself so early in the letter to vatha11 Webb, and which con- 
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tinned to, mark him t,hroughout his career. He - 
present difficulties with a calm, appreciative eye. He B̂ w the 
full extent of the hazard bot,h to his country and himself; but 
so far from shaking his firm resolve and unfaltering trust, 
only nerved him with added power to go through the tri 
whatever i t  might be, to the end he saw in the distance, a ce .1 - 

tain triumph. This feeling remained unchanged in all the 
vicissitudes of the subsequent contest. 

Yet Mr. Adams, now in his thirty-ninth year, had " .  
been only a private man, honored with few marks of the coi , 
fidence of his fellow-citizens. Indeed, lie had rather sought 
avoid than to win them. But the same necessity which h 
already prompted the patriot leaders to have recourse to him i 
counsel, now impelled them to an effort to bring him mo 

ing in the last week of May, to place him in the council 

1 
decidedly upon the field of action. The first sign of this was 
in the attempt of the House of Representatives, at  their meet- 

% General Gage, an attempt which that officer immediately ren- 
dered vain by his negative. It was one of Gage's last acts 
under the old constitutional forms. Soon afterwards, despair- , 
ing of his ability to control that body, whilst yet protected by 
the charter, he adjourned i t  until the 7th of June, just a week 
after the new acts of parliament were to go into operation, 
under which i t  was prescribed to meet, not at  Boston, but in 
Salem. For a moment he thought the blow decisive, a#, 
he wrote to Lord Dartmouth his conviction that the opposition 
were staggered. However true this might have been of some, 
it was not true of Samuel Adams and Joseph Hawley, the main 
springs of the patriot movements. The brief period that inter- 
vened was spent in t'he most sedulous secret efforts to me 
the great emergency; so that when the House assembled agai 
according to the order, a t  Salem, they matured their plans I 
organization and t,heir resolutions, needing but few days to 
inspire most of the members with the proper energy to carry 
them out. Those few days were granted by the incautio 
confidence of the governor. Just as he was taking nleasiires 7 t 
repair his error, on the seventeenth of June, a day inemorab e I 
ill the annals of Massachusetts for more than one event, the 
signal for action was given in the House by a motion, that the 
doorkeeper keep the doors closed against all passage in o 
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Immediately, one hundred and twenty-nine members being 
present, resolutions were presented, among other things, approv- 
ing of a meeting of what were designated as committees from 
the several colonies of America, at Philadelphia, on the 1st of 
September, " to consult upon wise and proper measures to be 
recommended to all the colonies for the recovery and establish- 
ment of their just rights and liberties, civil and religious, and 
the restoration of union and harmony between the two coun- 
tries, most ardently desired by all good men," and nominat- 
ing James Bowdoin, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, John 
Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, to serve as the committee in 
behalf of Massachusetts. These resolutions, embodying many 
other points not necessary to be mentioned in this connection, 
were taken up for immediate decision. The surprise was com- 
plete, and the stroke seemed to be decisive. 

But there was, nevertheless, a moment of danger. A few 
spies were in the camp. One of them evaded the vigilance of 
the doorkeeper, and communicated the tidings to General Gage. 
Quick as he heard them, that officer dispatched the secretary to 
the House with a message, dissolving the assembly. He got 
there in good season, but the door was locked, and the mes- 
senger would not open i t  without the order of the House. The 
secretary then directed him to acquaint the speaker that he 
was charged with a message from the governor. The speaker 
received the notice, and announced it to the House. The House 
gravely confirmed their order, that no one be admitted. Mean- 
time a few idlers and several members had gathered on the 
steps in front of the locked door, and in their presence the secre- 
tary, having received the House's answer, proceeded to read 
aloud the message and the proclamation, dispersing the assem- 
bly. Nothing daunted b y  this outside fulmination, the body 
steadily persisted in passing throiigh all the forms necessary 
to make their act complete. The final division upon the adop- 
tion of the resolutions stood one hundred and seventeen in 
the affirmative, twelve in the negative. The members then 
separated, just as if they had received the message in clue form. 
With them passed away the last provincial assembly that ever 
acted under the royal authority in Massachusetts. 

Thus it happened that John Adams was thrown forward upon 
the new theatre of continental politics. The committee of five 
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had not been selected without great care, and the members of 
it closely represented the various interests of the colony. Mr. 
Bowdoin was of the few, favored by fortune above the average 
of the community, who had decidedly embraced the patriot 
cause. Mr. ~ u s l i i n ~  was a type of the commercial classon the 
seaboard. John Adams and Robert Treat Paine answered for 
the professional and educated men, whilst Samuel Adams stood 
as the personificat,ion of the religious and political spirit of the 
majority, and an index of their policy. T o  the disinclinat,ion 
felt by Joseph Hawley to prominence in active service was the 
selection of John Adams probably due. His sagacious mind 
had, some time before, perceived the value of the qualities of 
his younger friend, in any great emergency, and this had 
prompted earlier efforts to bring him into the public service. 
There is reason to suppose that he now urged his nomination 
in lieu of accepting a place which would undoubtedly have 
been his own, if he had wished it. Similar impressions secured 
the co6peration of Samuel Adams, with the addition of a per- 
sonal desire for an assistant and counsellor in  his colleague 
and kinsman. John Adams himself seems to have had little 
part in the matter. Whilst the choice was making, he was in 
Boston, presiding over a large meeting of the citizens convened 
a t  Faneuil  all, to consult upon the measures proper to be 
taken in view of the parliament'ary edict which annihilated 
their trade, and t,he -means of subsistence of the greater num- 
ber. Attendance upon such meetings had not been his wont, 
neither had -the popular action always been exactly what he 
approved when he was present,l but the object of this call was 

1 It was probably about this time, and in connection with the project of some 
of the merchants to settle the dilhculty by making voluntary contributions to pay 
for the tea destroyed, that one of these instances occurred, related to the writer 
by the late John Quincy Adams, as a fact which had often been told to him in 
Iiis youth. Tliougli resting on tradition alone for its antliority, it is too charac- 
teristic to be omitted. A t  the town meeting in question, Thomas Boylstoii, a 
wealthy merchant of good standing, but not a favorite, attempted to speak 
against some proposition whidi the majority approved. H e  had not gone f i r  
before the popular impatience broke out in eflbrts to stop him with noise. I n  
the midst of the conti~sion, John Adams interposed. I n  brief terms, In- expressed 
Iiis mortification at  finilin'; the people indisposed to listen to the expression of 
a reasonable opinion, given respecttidly, in  calni language, merely because it 
differed from their own. H e  had hoped and expected thilt Mr. Boylston, from 
his age, good sense, and experience oflife, would receive the attention to which, 
as  a citizen, he was entitled. Instead of this, he had witnessed what he could 
describe best in  the words of Milton :- 
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little short of devising a way to save the poor from starva- 

e latter was encouragiiig, but not decisive. The prospect 
as not wit,hout its deep shadows. Yet the brave Bostonians, 
tliingclaunted, with but a single dissenting voice, adopted 
e following resolution : - 

Voted, that the committee of correspondence be enjoined 
rthwith to write to all the other colonies, acquainting them 

iat we are not idle ; that we are deliberating upon the steps to 
e.taken on the present exigencies of our public affairs; that 
ur brethren, the landed interest of this province, with an 
ncxampled spirit and unanimity, are enteringinto a 11011- 

onsumption agreement; and that we are waiting, with anxious 
spectation, for the result of a continental congress, whose 

mectiiigwe impatiently desire, in  whose wisdom and firmness 
e can confide, and in whose determination we shall cheerfully 

on the sympathies of their brethren everywhere, who had not 
become to a like extent involved in the struggle. To  them 
ie resistance one inch further was a question of life and 

ath. The deep anxiety wit,h which they must have looked 
the probabilities of success in the grand attempt a t  com- 
ation now set in motion, through which was to come their 

I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs 
By the known r~iles of ancient liberty, 

When straight a liarbarons noise environs me 
Of 0 ~ ~ 1 s  and cuci'oos, asses, apes, and dogs." 
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only chance of salvation, may readily be imagined. And if 
such was the general feeling, how much must he have felt its 
pressure, who was giving to the proceedings his official appro- 
bation! Upon him, as  one of the selected delegates, was tlie 
duty falling of attempting to  gnide the counsels of that congress 
from which they expected so mrich. Upon him, as nnqnestion- 
ably the ablest advocate of the number, would devolve a great 
share of the task of presentingtheir cause. And upon him 
would recoil much of the discredit which might follow any 
failure to gain for i t  the desired favor. To  the magnitude of 
this responsibility his eyes were fully open. His Diary" here 
comes in to show his inmost meditations, divided between fears 
of his own fitness for the emergency, projects to recommend for 
adoption, and appreheiisions of an adverse result. I wander 

- - 

alone and ponder," he says; I muse, I mope, I ruminate. I 
am often in reveries and brown studies. The objects before me 
are too grand and multifarious for my comprehension. W e  
have not men fit for the times. W e  are deficient in genius, in 
education, in trave,l, in  fortune, in every thing. I feel unutter- 
able anxiety. God grant us wisdom and fort,itude! Should 
the opposition be suppressed, should this country submit,, what 
infamy and ruin! God forbid! Death, in any form, is less 
terrible." 

This was not the impulse of a mere insurgent, who plunges 
into violent opposition to established pvernmeut  without 
countingthe cost or measuring the consequences of his acts. 
The professional life of Mr. Adams had been cut off a t  the very 
moment when the labors of years were returning to him the 
most richly the long expected reward. And, instead of it, a 
field was opening for which his capacity was yet untried, a field, 
too, in which not the wisest or most gifted man can predict suc- 
cess to his efforts from appearances even the most promising. 
Worst of all, to a sensitive and honest mind, there was the 
chance of failure in the cause, with its sequence of ruin, not to 
him alone, but to all that was most dear to him. Perhaps he 
might himself be brought as a malefactor to the block.' There 
may be those who, in sunny times, can form out of pledges of 

1 " There is one ugly reflection. Brutus and Cassius were conquered and 
slain, IIampdeu died in the field, Sidney on the scaJfold" kc. 

Letter to James Warren, vol. ix. p. 338. 



meeting of the proposed congress. The interval was passed by 
Mr. Adams in a professional circuit to  the eastern part of the 
irovince, which now makes the State of Maine. At this time 
commences the regular confidential correspondence with his I 
wife, a woman who shared in his anxieties and seconded his 
noblest aspirations, which was steadily kept up through all the 
long and various separations consequent upon his public life. 
Whilst he was writing to his political friends for the best results 
of their reflections upon the wisest course to be taken in the 
present public emergency, to her he communicated more partic- 
ularly his personal solicitude. To Joseph Hawley, he enlarged 
on the necessity which made him a politician against his will. 

Politics are an ordeal path among redhot ploughshares. Who, 
then, would be a politician, for the pleasure of running about 
barefoot among them ? Yet somebody must." But  to his wife, 
he complained of his professional absence from the comity of 
S ~ f f ~ l l i ,  becatlse he lost a chance of fitting himself better for his 
new duties. fi If I was there, I could converse "with the gentle- 
men who are bound with me for Philadelphia. I could turn the 
course of my reading and studies to such subjects of law and 
politics and commerce as  may come in play a t  the congress. I 
!might be polishing up my old reading in law and history, that 
I might appear with less indecency before a variety of gentle- 

en, whose education, travels, experience, family, fortune, and 
very thing will give them a vast superiority to me, and, I fear, 
ven to some of my companions." This does not look as if he 
eeded the kindly hint given hiin by his friend Hawley, in one 
f the most remarkable letters of that day: not to fall into the 
rror imputed to the Massachusetts gentlemen, and especially 

the town of Boston," of assuming big and haughty airs, and 
affecting to dictate and take the lead in continental measures. 

1 Vol. ix. p. 3-14. 
13 * 



In another letter to his wife, lie said: - 
I must prepare for a journey to Philadelphia. A long 

journey, indeed ! But if the length of the journey was all, i t  
would be no burden. But  the consideration of what is to be 
done is of great weight. Great things are wanted to be done, 
and little things only, I fear, can be done. I dread the thought 
of the congress's falling short of the expectations of the con- 
tinent, but especially of the people of the province. 

' Vapors, avaunt! I will do nay duty, and leave t,he even 
If I have the approbation of my own mind, whether applauded 
or censured, blessed or cursed by the world, I will not be un- 
happy." 

He complained that his circuit yielded him less profit than 
ever before, and, as a consequence, they must be more frugal. 

I must entreat you, my dear partner in all the joys and 
sorrows, prosperity and adversity of my life, to take a part with 
me in the stmggle. I pray God for your health, and entreat 
you to rouse your whole attention to the family, the stock, the 
farm, the dairy. Let every art,icle of expense, which can pos- 
sibly be spared, be retrenched. Keep the hands attentive to 
their business, and let the most prudent measures of every kind 
be adopted and pursued with alacrity and spirit." 

In the midst of these anxieties, public and private, the time 
approached for his departure. He reached home from the circuit 
about the middle of July,and on the 10th of the next month set 
off, with all the delegates elected, excepting James Bowdoin, on 
their way through Connecticut to New York. The journey was 
an ovation.1 On all sides committees and clubs of the patriots 
crowded to escort them from town to town, and to receive them 
as public guests. A good idea of the scene may be gatliercd 
from Mr. Adams's account of i t  in his Diary." Yet, uuclei 
neath all this cordiality lay anxieties and distrust of the even.., 

1 The only time the writer ever incurred the indignation of his prat~flfatlier, 
was by his expression of surprise at tlie extent of these ceremonies, which he 
liani-iciicd to find set fort11 in  hi& colors in an old newspaper. He was then 
a boy, and knew no better. liut'he never forgot the reproof.* 



er and thicker sown t,he further they went. Mr. Adams's 
presaging mind saw already that, as a remedy to the difficulties 
they labored nnder, the congress would fail. To  his colleague, 
Samuel Adams, he might say, in confidence : I suppose we 
must s o  to Philadelphia, and enter into Lon-importation, non- 

* .  

consumption, and non-exportat,ion agreements. But they -will 
be of no avail. W e  shall have to resist by force." But this 
language would have been highly dangerous to any prospect of 
union, if it had been indulged in by either of them a t  New 
York or Philadelphia, whilst John Dickinson was writing to 
Josiah Quincy, Jr., a strong caution against "breaking the 
line of opposition" in Massachusetts. Alexander MeDoug11 
warned them, at  New York, that episcopal and aristocratic 
prejudices were already in arms to keep out what was clesig- 
natcd as the levelling spirit " of New England. And Philip 
Livingston was not courteous enough to repress, in their 
presence, the manifestation of his ow11 sympathy with those 
apprehensions. Arrived in New Jersey, they found the spirit 
pretty high at  Princeton, the scene of Dr. Witherspoon's labors, 
but they were told to be wary as they drew nearer to Philadel- 
phia. Five miles from that city, a t  Frankford, they were wel- 
corned by a considerable number of persons who had come out 
ostensibly to do them honor, but really in part to apprise them 
exactly of the suspicions afloat respecting them. The cry . 

among the vacillating and the timid was, that the Massa- 
chusetts men were aiming at  nothing short of independence. 

veil the calm spirit of Washington had been troubled by i t ;  
or was it quieted until after a long and free interchange of 
entiment with the delegates. The effect of all t,his was to 

rudence. They talked so moderately 
eless bravado of some of the dele- 

ates from Virginia and Carolina took the wind entirely out 
is the king's promise ? "  asked young 

dward Rutledge. I should have no regard to his word. It 
~ a r r i s o n  gave, as a toast: "A consti- 

s Bute, Mansfield, and North!" In 
tone of these men, Joseph Reed 

England men seemed mere milk- 

Pitkin's Political and Civil History of the United Slates, vol. i. p. 277. 



sopsS1 Yet the sequel showed that the latter were not the first 
to tire on the way! h. 

I11 truth, the attitude of the Massachusetts delegates was a t  
this moment quite peculiar. The specific object of the assem- 
bly, to which t,hey had come, was consultation. On the part o f '  
all the other colonies this was, comparatively, an easy task. 
They were yet exempt from the immediate signs of Great 
Britain's indignat,ion. They were at  liberty to promise as much 
or as little as they pleased; or they might, if they chose, leave 
Massachusetts alone, to serve as  tlie scapegoat of the sins of the 
whole continent,. They had not yet been sinners beyond the 
hope of pardon. But  to her, i t  was help, or we sink. She was, 
in fact, a suppliant to have her cause made the common cause. 
Her delegates were bound to convince their associates that their 
own safety, that precious flower, could be plucked only out of^ 
the nettle of her danger; that, although the armed hand n o d  
rested on her alone, i t  would inevitably spread over all Englisi 
America, if all did not unite t,heir strength to remove it,. Thi i 
task was rendered the more difficult from the great uncertainty 
whether even that nnion would effect tBhe object, or serve further 
than to bring down . a  common ruin. W e  have a delicate 
course to steer," Mr. Adams wrote to his wife, between too 
much activity ancl too much insensibility, in o w  crit,ical, inter- 
ested situation. I flatter myself, however, that we shall conduct 
ova' embassy in such a manner as to merit the approbation of 
our country. I t  has taken us much time to get acquainted 
wit,h the tempers, views, characters, ancl designs of persons, and 
to let them into the circumstances of our province." Yet of 
one thing a t  least the delegates were sure, and that was of the 
sympathy of all. 

h i  the midst of these anxieties, as often happens in the affairs 
of men? an event over which the delegates could have no con- 
trol did more to help them than all their labors. Out  of some 

1 This remark seems to have somewhat puzzled Lord Mahon. It can only 
be unilerstood by a study of sectional characteristics, anil by taking into the  
account the causes of tlie unusual self-restraint of the New En$laicl iiien. 
2 "A i1iioi tiennuiit les choses huniaines? Les plus petits ressurts iiitluent snr 

Ie destin ties empires, et Ie cliangent. Tela sont liiijenx tin liasanl, qui su riant 
de la vaine prudence des n ~ o r t ~ l s ,  relkve tes erpkrances clns uns, pour reiiverser 
cellez des autres." Such is the moral of the infidel Frederick ot l'russia, when 
the death of the Empress Elizabeth saved his kingdom from annihilation 1 
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preparations made by General Gage to secure his position by 
fortifying Boston neck, a rumor had been widely spread, until * 

i t  reached Philadelphia, that lie had cruelly turned his cannon 
upon the unoffencling citizens, and devoted them to an indis- 
criminate slaughter. The indignation which this wild tale  
created overcame what was left of hesitation. Mr. Adams 
describes i t  to his wife in his usual vigorous style. 

" When the horrid news was brought here of the bombard- 
ment of Boston, which made us completely miserable for two 
days, we saw proofs of the sympathy and the resolution of the 
continent. War  ! war! war ! was t,he cry ; and i t  was pro- 
nounced in a tone which would have done honor to the oratory 
of a Briton or a Roman. If i t  had proved true, you would 
have heard the thunder of an American congress." 

The contradiction of the story came in time to restore the 
excited men to calmness, but i t  did not place t,hem just where 
they were before. The strong resolutions transmitted by the 
county of Suffolk, including Boston, had been received with 
favor, and responded to by votes, the tenor of which certainly 
encouraged the people to resist by force, if it did not absolutely 
pledge support. This day," says Mr. Adams, in his " Diary " 
of the 17th of September, c6convinced me that America will 
support the Massachusetts, or perish with her." fi I saw the 
tears gush into the eyes of the old, grave, pacific Quakers of 
Pennsylvania," lie tells liis wife. With great unanimity tlie 
voice went forth that the poor people of Boston were to be 
encouraged to persevere, and pecuniary cont,ributions were to be 
made for their relief, until the united efforts of North America 
could avail to  bring round a change in the policy of Britain, 1 with better mcn for ministers and wiser measures. The ship 
was moving steadily, but, after all, it was going rather slowly 

i for the eager expectation of Massachusetts. L( Fifty gentlemen 
meeting together, all st,rangers, are not acquainted with each 
other's language, ideas, views, designs. They are, therefore, 
jealous of each ot,her, fearful, timid, sliittish." The art and 
address of ambassadors from a dozen belligerent powers of 
Europe, nay, of a conclave of cardinals at  the election of a 
pope, or of the princes in Germany at  the choice of an emperor, 
would not exceed the specimens we have seen. Yet the con- 
gress all profess the same political principles ! They all profess 



to  consider our province as  suffering in the coi 
and, indeed, they seem to feel for us as if for themse 

Great care was necessary to avoid stopping the move 
showing too great ardor to promote it. " W e  have had 
less prejudices to remove here. W e  have been 
with great delicacy and caution. W e  have been obliged to 
ourselves out of sight, and to feel pulses and sound the de 
to insinuate our sentiments, designs, and desires by means o 
other persons; sometimes of one province and sometimes 
another." Such are some of the revelations made by 
Adams to his friends a t  home, at the time. c c  Patience, forb 

I ance, long-suffering, are the lessons taught here for our prov 
and, a t  the same time, absolute and open resistance to the 
government. I -wish I could convince gentlemen of the da 
or impracticability of this as fully as I believe i t  myself." A 
all, the best which they could hope to obtain would not 
adequate to their wants. ic I may venture to tell you that 
believe we shall agree to non-importation, non-consumpti 
and non-exportation, but not to commence so soon as I co 
wish. Indeed, all this would be insufficient for your purpose. 
A more adequate support and relief should be adopted. But I 
tremble for fear we should fail of obtaining it." 

To his friend, General Palmer, who had presided a t  the mee 
ing which had passed the Suffolk resolves already alluded 
and who was now a representative from his own town in 
provincial congress, lie explained the prevailing opinions in the 
following letter : - 

Philadelphia, 26 September, 1774. 

Before this reaches you, the sense of congress concernin 
your wisdom, fortitude, and temperance in the Massachusetts 
general, and the county of Suffollc in particular, will be pub 
in  our country. It is the universal sense here, that the Mas 
chusetts acts and the Murder acts ought not to be sub 
to. But then, when you ask the question, what is to be 
they answer : Stand still. Bear with patience. If you coi 
to a rupture with the troops, all is lost.' Resuming the fi 
charter, absolute independency, kc., are ideas "which star 
people here. 

fi I t  seems to be the general opinion here, that i t  is practic 
for us in the Massachusetts to live wholly without a legisla 
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" 
annually, to appropriate it to the maintenance of a ship of war. 

B u t  is not this surrendering our liberty? I have not time, 
however, to discuss these cluestions a t  present. I pray God to 
direct, assist, and protect you and all our friends, amidst the 
dangers that surround you." 

Great care was taken, a t  tlie time, to impress the country 
with the belief that the members of this body were perfectly 
agreed in all their deliberations ; and the secrecy in which tlie 
proceedings were kept coi1tributed to favor the idea. In point 
of fact,, there was  a general harmony in feeling, though not in 

and courts of justice, as long as will be necessary to obtain 
relief. If i t  is practicable, tlte general opinion is that we ought 
to bear it. The eommencemenL of hostilities is exceedingly 
dreaded here. I t  is thought that an attack upon the troops, 
even though it should prove successful and triun~phant, would 
certainly involve the whole continent in a war. It is generally 
thought here, that the minister would rejoice a t  a rupture in 
Boston, because that would furnish him with an excuse to the 
people a t  home, and unite them with him in an opinion of the 
necessity of pushing hostilities against us. On the contrary, 
the delegates here, and oilier persons from various parts are 
unanimously very sanguine that if Boston and the & L S S ~ -  

chusetts can possibly steer a middle course between obedience 
to the acts and open hostilities with the troops, the exertions 
of the colonies will procure a total change of measures and 
full redress for us. However, my friend, I cannot a t  this dis- 
tance pretend to judge. W e  must leave i t  all to your superior 
wisdom. 

" What  you propose, of holding out some proposal which 
shall show our willingness to pay for onr protection at sea, is a 
subject often mentioned in private conversation here. Many 
gentlemen have pursued t,hc thought and digested their plans ; 
but what is to be the fate of them, I cannot say. It is my 
opinion, Sir, that we do our full proportion towards the protec- 
tion of the empire, and. towards the support of the naval power. 
T o  tlie support of the standing army, we ought never to con- 
tribute voluntarily. 

"A gentleman put into my hands, a few days ago, a plan 
for offering to raise two hundred thousand ~ouncls  sterliiig 



and parliament, whilst another trusted more to theeffect upon 
their fears of ruin to the national interests from the refusal 
further to trade. Others had no faith in eit,her motive, but were 
willing to make the experiment in order to satisfy their friends 
Yet, whatever the diversities of sentiment, the paramount idea, 
which kept all the passions within a clearly defined circle, waaJ 
the absolute necessity of union. The fear of hazarding that, 
equally stimulated the timid and restrained the bold. All fel 
that the cause of Massachusetts involved the liberties of ever 
other colony, but all did not see alike the urgency of engagin 
in active measures for her support. To this hesitation i t  beeam 
indispensable that the more ardent of the number should defer. 4 
 hey cheerfully sacrificed their own strong, and as it proved just 
views of the crisis, and gave their assent to  expedient,^, however 
insufficient in their eyes, only because they could not fail to see 
that, a t  this cost alone, were they to arrive a t  the general convic- 
tion of their futility, and a subsequent cooperation in a more 
decided system. Hence i t  happened that, notwithstanding the 
diversity in reasoning upon abstract principles, which undoubt- 
edly prevailed, the delegates were not separated in the results 
of their deliberations. Joseph Galloway and James Dnane 
signed the non-importatmion and nail-exportation agreement, even 
though they regarded i t  as going too far, whilst Samuel and John 
Adarns signed i t  too, though they thought it scarcely moving 
a t  all. Between these extremes lay the body of members who 
honestly believed, with Richard Henry Lee, that i t  would prove 
a complete remedy for all the troubles within three months. 
The consequence was substantial union, whilst to t h e  people 
outside, the moral effect was that of extraordinary harmony ir 
the policy of resistance. This accelerated that consolidation 
of all sections of opposition, which proved of the greatest value 
in the passage through the more critical periods of the struggle. 

In truth, this assembly was one of the most remarkable events 
of the Revolution. Selected, apparently, with great care, ii 
comprised a very large part of the best abilities then to be found 

I 
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the colonies. New and untried in the affairs of the world on 
y great scale, without opportunities to learn eit,lier by study 

embodied in the person of Samuel Adams. The Middle ~ t ,a tes ,  
too, though less zealous and determined, and with a smaller 

ohn Jay, purity of 
d with ability, wis- 
nd in James Duane, 

amuel Chase, Thomas 
Kean, sincerity of pur- 
ctical capacity, which 

encecl statesmen of 
heir day. Even Joseph Galloway, though he failed in rising 

to the level of public spirit which distinguished his associates, 
was by no means an ordinary man either in mind or character. 
In  many assemblies of later times he would not have found his 

VOL. I. 14 

or experience the art of government', homogeneous only in 
language and origin, i t  is certainly matter of surprise that in 
t,he steps they took, and t,he declarations of policy they placed 
before the world, they should have displayed so many of the 
highest qualities of statesmanship. The well known eulogy 
of Lord Chatham is not exaggemted, and contrasts singularly 
with the view which must now be taken of the individuals 
in power, by whom he was at the same moment surrounded 
a t  home. Of the list of the signers of the non-importation 
agreement, a very large proportion were men who proved them- 
selves possessed of more than ordinary qualities, whilst several 
have earned a reputsation which can die only with the decay of 
all mortal things. Virginia never, in any subsequent stage of 
her annals, brilliant with great names, shone more than now, 
when Washington and Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, 
Peyton Randolph, Penclleton, and Bland, came to throw her 
great weight into this cause. Here was courage blended with 
prudence, age with youth, eloquence with wisdom, progress 
with conservatism. South Carolina presented Gaclsden, rough, 
honest, impulsive, and energetic, qualified by the caution of 
Middleton, and relieved by the more showy rhetoric of the 
younger Rutledge. New England, strong in good sense, had 
as an orator only John Aclams, but i t  abounded with intelli- 
gence, honest,y, and the capacity for grappling with the prac- 
tka l  business of life, and its old Puritan temper was absolutely 



equal. It is by his deficiency that we are the better endbled to 
conceive the stature of those with whom he is compared. L 

In this remarkable congress, however, there was less trial of 
t,hose higher faculties of the mind, which determine action, tha 
in the assemblies -that followed. The main objects to b 3 
gained by i t  were the establishment of one organization to 
extend over all the colonies, and the just statement to the world 
of the principles upon which t,he common cause was to be 
maintained. In order to secure these, care was to be taken, 
first, to place in the foreground those colonies which i t  was 
vitally important to enlist in the work of identifying the cause 
of all with the fate of Massachusetts; secondly, to select from 
the members such as were best qualified to embody in words 
the trains of thought and feeling most likely to be approved 
by the largest portion of the country. Yet, in following out this 
policy, it happened more than once that the zealous outran the 
pace of their comrades, and were compelled to retrace theii 
steps. Massachusett,~ was, for obvious reasons, content to 
remain in the background. But as the committees were organ- 
ized, to whom was entrusted the preparation of the necessary 
papers, the results to which they first arrived, seldom proved 
quite satisfactory to the assembly itself. This was particularly 
the case with the committee appointed to draw up and report 
a form of petition to the king. It was con~posed of five per- 
sons, Richard Henry Lee and Patrick Henry of Virginia, John 
Adams of Massachusetts, Thomas Johnson, of Maryland, and 
John Rutledge, of South Carolina, a geographical distribution 
somewhat oblivious of the middle and most backward colonies, 
besides containing a majority holding opinions much in advance 
of the general sentiment. 

What  is most singular, however, is the obscurity with which 
the action of this committee has been covered, and the cliscus- 
sions carried on a t  a later time about the authorsl~ip of theii 
final report,. Air. Lee, Mr. Adams, Mr. Henry, each in turn, 
has been named as the writer of that celebrated paper, when, 
in  fact, neither of them had any thing to do with it. It is 
now known to  have been the work of Mr. John Dickinson.' 

' This is settled by Mr. Dickinson himself in a letter to Dr. Logan, printed 
in the Ameri(-an Quarterly Review, vol. i. pp. 413-415. Yet it lias been 
ascribed to 31r. Adanls by a distinguished person in an historical discourse within 
a few years ! 



when the committee was made, lie was not even a 
ember of the congress; and the fact is indubitable that a 

had been prepared and reported before he was appointed. 
ho wrote that draft, and what became of it, has never been 
sitively ascertained. Air. Aclams, when appealed to late in 
, both by Mr. Jay and Air. Jefferson, seemed to have lost all 

recollection of it. By a single entry in his Diary," it appears 
that he spent the evening of the 11th of October with Mr. 
Henry, consulting about the matter, and that this gentleman 
then alluded to the deficiencies of his education, as if in the way 
of objection to undertake the labor. This, however, is only an 
inference, and does not prove that he may not have written it. 
That Mr. Adams himself did not, can scarcely be doubted, for 
in none of his memoranda of his various productions, early or 
late, is there the slightest allusion to any paper of the kind. 
Neither would his interference have been consistent with his 
well-known policy to enlist leading men from the other colonies, 
especially from Virginia, by putting them forward as advocates 
of the cause. Notwithstanding that no traces of i t  remain 
among Mr. Lee's papers,] the probabilities are strong that the 
draft was prepared by him, not without some suggestions 
from the ardent minds of the other two. As a very natural 
consequence, i t  proved unacceptable to the temper of the 
Middle States, in which the hope of reconciliation was yet 
unshaken. Mr. Dickinson, whose opinions nearest symbolized 
those of the majority a t  this moment, describes it as having been 
written in language of asperity, very little according with the 
conciliatory disposition of congress." After some debate it was, 
in substance, rejected by returning i t  to the same committee, 
reinforced by the addition of Air .  Dickinson. The hint was 
taken, and the task of framing a new paper imposed by the 
committee upon the new-comer. He executed it, and his draft 
was reported to congress on the 24th of October. It  was adopted, 
with some amendments, and signed on the very last day of its 
session. Thus is the mystery, in a measure, solved. But at  this 
day it would not be without its interest to those who trace the 
growth of opinions, could the opportnnity have been retained to 
compare the rejected with the accepted work. Which of the two 
Mr. Adams must have preferred, it is not difficult to conjecture. 

1 At least such is the fair inference from the course of his biographer, who 
must be presumed to have firlly examined them. 
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There had been, however, another committee organized, upon 
which the influence of A i r .  Adams's mind is more distinctly 
visible. This was the large one, embracing about half the 
congress, charged with the duty of preparing a formal declara- 
tion of rights, and a specific~tion of the instances in which 
they had been violated. Among its members were both the 
Aclamses, John Jay, and James Duane, of New York, R. H. 
Lee, Pcndleton, and Patrick Henry, of Virginia, Gallow y, 
of Pennsylvania, Rodney and MeKean, of Delaware, and Jo  11 I 
Rutledge, of South Carolina; and at  its sessions, to accom- 
modate which the eongress, for a time, suspended its delibe- 
rations, some of the most elaborat,e discussions were holden 
that took place. If we may judge of their nature from e 
meagre specimens left in Mr. Adams's notes, the neglect ? to 
transmit a full reeorcl of these seminal principles of a great 
empire has been a public loss. As usual, he is himself found 
tracing effects to their ult,imate causes. Quite averse to 
resting the justice of the American elaims upon the mere off- 
spring of man's will, upon the construction put upon an 
unwritten local law, or upon grants and charters derived from 
an equivocal sovereignty, he preferred to include an appeal 
to those general ideas of natural right, so clearly and b r o a g  
laid down, not long afterwards, in the Declaration of In 
pendenee. For this course, however, Pennsylvania and New 
Yorli were by no means prepared. After passing through a 
double alembic of criticism in a sub-committee, of which we 
know only that Mr. Adams and J. Rutledge were two of t 
members, and in the grand committee, this point was s r k  
mitted, on the 22d of September, to the eongress itself for its 
decision, in a report, no copy of which is believed to be exta , . t 
although twelve, one for the use of each colony, were ordered 
to  be prepared. Two days afterwards i t  was determined, 
against the views of Mr. Aclams, that nothing should be said, 
a t  that time, of natural rights. This is said to have been 
caused by the influence of the conservative Virginia members, 
still anxious to avoid stninbling-blocks in the way of a possible 
return of good feeling between sovereign and people. So the 
congress directed that no grievances should be stated, having 
their origin beyond the acts of Parliament passed since 1763. 

But another, and a still more difficult question, sprung up to 



which the authority of Parliament should be conceded. It 
had been the ~ o r d i a i  knot of the controversy ever since the 
Stamp Act,, from which i t  must be admitted that there had 
never been much uniformity in the popular mode of extrication. 
Whilst some had endeavored to draw a faint and shadowy line 
of distinction between internal and external taxation, which 
could never have been practically preserved, others had gone 
a step further, and denied the power to tax alone, whilst a 
third class felt disposed, with Gadsden and Samuel Adams, to 
dispute all authority whatsoever. Between these conflicting 
views, i t  seemed next to impossible to find some common posi- 
tion upon which all might equally stand. Mr. Adams, who had 
been called to ponder much on this subject in the course of the 
controversy with Governor Hutchinson, and also, several years 
before that, in drawing up a set of instructions to the Boston 
representatives, now revived the idea which he had then first 
presented. This denied the power of legislation in Parliament 
as a matter of right, and most emphatically the claim of taxa- 
tion for revenue in any form ; but i t  affirmed a disposition to 
consent to the necessary operation of such acts as might be 
intended in good faith to secure a monopoly to the mother 
country of t,he commercial advantages of their external trade. 
John Rutledge seems to have caught a t  this proposition as a 
mode of escape from their dilemma. It was put into the form 
of a resolution, was reported as the fourth of their series, and 
finally passed the ordeal of the assembly. I t  now stands in the 
following words : - 

" Resolved, that the foundation of English liberty and of all 
free government is a right in the people to participate in their 
legislative council ; and as the English colonists are not repre- 
sented, and from their local and other circumstances cannot be 
properly represented in the British Parliament, they are entitled 
to a free and exclusive power of legislation in their several 
provincial legislatures, where their right of representation can 
alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation and internal. polity, 
subject only to the negative of their sovereign, in such manner 
as has been heretofore used and accustomed. But, from the 
necessity of the case, and a regard to the mutual interests of both 
countries, we cheerfully consent to the operation of such acts 

14 ' K 



162 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

of parliament as are, bond fide, restrained to the regulation of 
our external commerce, for the purpose of securing the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother country, 
and the commercial benefits of its respective members ; exclud- 
ing every idea of taxation, internal or external, for raising a 
revenue on the subjects in America without their consent." 

What  is this but independence ? asked Hutchinson, when the 
idea was presented by the same person six years earlier; and 
Galloway repeated the question now. I t  wholly satisfied no- 
body. Mr. Duane insisted upon moving that congress should 
admit the authority of Parliament to regulate trade; and i t  
appears that he carried five colonies wit11 him on a division, 
whilst five only voted against it. Two colonies were neutralized, 
one of which was Massachusetts herself. Mr. Adams could 
not even persuade two of his immediate associates to deny this 
authority ; and yet the fourth article of the declaration of rights, 
as  drawn up by him, founding i t  only upon consent, finally 
received the sanction of the whole assembly. As viewed a t  the 
present day, the main objection to it is, that i t  conceded too 
much, rather than too little, to  the commercial temper of the age. 
Happy had it been for Great Britain had she remained satisfied 
even with these terms, instead of rejecting them with so much 
disdain. For she would have retained her hold upon the affec- 
tions of the colonists, whilst she would have sacrificed less than 
she has since of her own accord surrendered. The monopoly 
of the colonial trade offered in this resolution is now regarded 
in England as contrary to the recognized principles of their 
system, and therefore not to be adhered to. Such are the vicis- 
situdes of opinion, which so often in public affairs tend to 
diminish confidence in the most vaunted results of the saga- 
city of mere practical statesmen. By rejecting this proposition, 
because i t  savored of colonial independence, she in fact insured 
the result which she strove to prevent. Whereas, by conceding 
then what she has now abandoned voluntarily, in adopting the 
general principles of free trade, she would have woven the 
chains of mutual dependence from the enjoyment of reciprocal 
benefits so tightly, that the colonists would have been deterred, 
for a long time, at  least, from aspiring to any thing better than 
her protection. 

This congress continued its sessions a little less than two 
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months. The declared purpose of its meeting was consulta- 
tion, and the members did 11ot go much beyoncl their commis- 
sion. They carefully matured their public papers, explanatory 
of their motives and objects, and jnstifying themselves in the 
resistance thus far made to the new policy of the mother coun- 
try. To this extent they earned for themselves an enduring 
reputation for wisdom, patriotism, and statesmanship. Not so 
with the only act which they performed. Their non-importat'ion, 
non-exportation, and non-consumption agreement can scarcely 
be defended 011 any grounds. It was advocated by the greater 

mber as a measure which would inevitably precipit,at,e Great 
itain into bankruptcy, an opinion not uncommon a t  that time 
the mother country, likewise ; just as  if t,he foreign trade of 
y country could extend beyond the surplus of her  product,^, the 
a1 loss of which may create great temporary inconvenience 
individuals or classes, but can scarcely involve a whole com- 

in ruin. The history of countries like China and Japan 
l e d y  enough t,hat it is by no means essential to national 
e that they should trade with outside nations a t  all, 

wever promotive this may be of their wealth and prosperity. 
a measure of hostilit,~, this act had the double misfortune 
forfeiting the character of conciliation, whilst i t  effected 

le as a means of ofi'euce. On tlie other hand, the operat'ion 
upon the colonies themselves, then ou the eve of a conflict,, 
most adverse. They absolutely needed the very things 

om which they were cutting themselves off,-in exchange for 
e of which they had more than enough, and which t,hey 
d turn to 110 account in warfare. No people, probably, ever 

nt into a struggle more utterly unprepared with means of 
ck of every kind, than the Americans, in 1776. The previous 
years, which might, by proper foresight, have been improved 

some extent in providing them, were thus thrown away by 
telum imbelle sine ictu of non-intercourse ; and it is scarcely 
ng a great deal to affirm, that, had i t  not been for the active 
ference of France, the contest must, by reason of this very 

istake alone, have terminated disastrously to the colonies. 
Mr. Adams was not one of those who had the smallest faith 
this measure, as an instrument of reconciliation. He would 
ve preferred to limit the pledge to lion-exportation, without 
ite seeing the injurious operation of that. He  assented to the 



r 

164 LIFE O F  J O H N  ~rfltS. 

whole because others, believing in i t  
because he thus sealed a bond of u 
ends in the future. The general res 
to relieve his mind of the burden which i t  bore when lie st,a 
to attend it. At all events, the 
Massachusetts no longer stood ex 

a t  least in substance, if not in 
in obtaining the pledge he solici 
cont,ingencies which he saw like1 
the meeting of a second assembl 
in case the present appeal shoul 
ised well as a provision for the future. A skilfully devised 
plan to paralyze future resistance, offered by Joseph Galloway, 
which captivated a large number of the more cautious and 
timid of the assembly, had been defeated, and the author of it 
unmasked. Above all, and more than all, the foundations of a 
grand American combination had been laid, and the men upon 
whom its success would depend had been brought together, had 
been made $0 understand and to esteem each other. Thus 
much, a t  least, was sure. 

But  apart from these considerations of public gain, Mi 
Adams, who, previous to this time, had scarcely crossed the 
limits of his own colony, had derived nothing but pleasure 
from this expedition, and the kind and cordial reception he 
had everywhere, in private, met with. His Diary" gives 
a lively picture of the generous hospitality of the citizens of 
Philadelphia. His way of life is described in a letter to his 
wife. W e  go to congress a t  nine, and there we stay, most 
earnestly engaged in debates upon the most abstruse mysteries 
of state, until three in the afternoon; then we adjourn, and. 
go to dine with some of the nobles of Pennsylvania a t  fo 
o'clock, and feast upon ten thousand delicacies, and sit drinki 
Madeira, Claret, and Burgundy till six or seven, and then 
home fatigued to death with business, company, and care. Yet 
I hold out surprisingly." It was well, perhaps, for those who 
had entered a path beset with so many thorns, that its openin 
should be strewed with a few flowers. Air .  Adams started o 
his return home upon the 28th of October, and hi his " Diary 
for that day he thus records it. Took our departure in a ver 
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om the happy, the peaceful, the elegant, the hospi- 
e city of Philadelphia. I t  is not very likely that 
e this part of the world again, but 1 shall ever 
grateful, pleasing sense of the many civilities I 
in it ; and shall think myself happy to have an  

onportunity of returi~ingthem." 
His return to Massachusetts was not calculated to make the 

pleasant impressions, thus received, less vivid. For in New 
York he learned that the proceedings of congress had created a 
reaction in the popular mind. The non-intercourse was not 
well received, a fact of which pamphlet writers were indus- 
triously making use to effect an alienation from the common 
cause. Dr. Myles Cooper and Dr. Isaac Wilkins, both of them 
zealous churchmen, distinguished themselves by interweaving 
with the most absolute doctrines, adroit and well reasoned ap- 
peals to the merchants and farmers against the non-intercourse 
measures. Among a commercial people such arguments will 
never fail of gaining hearers. In this instance, they proved so 
far successful, that the wavering majority in the assembly 
decided not to ratify the proceedings, not to thank the colonial 
delegates of the last, nor to elect any others for the next con- 
gress;and the better to secure the popular concurrence, they 
originated certain- remonstrating measures of their own, more 
calculated, as they pretended, to obtain redress of their griev- 
ances, and at  the same time, to save them in the good graces 
of the authorities a t  home. 

Luckily for America, those authorities were a t  this time both 
deaf and blind, so that this threatening scission was prevented. 
But this happened afterwards. Mr. Adams as yet saw, in pass- 
ing through, only the discouraging side of the picture. And 
when at  last he reached his quiet home and family in his native 
town, he found it was not to get rest from his public cares, nor 
to return to the labors of his profession. Not many days elapsed 
before the provincial congress, then sitting a t  Watertown, sum- 
moned him to attend them. This duty, a t  first temporary, was 
made permanent by his election soon afterwards to serve i n  that 
body as a representative for Braintree. Accordingly, lie con- 
tinned to take an active part in t,heir deliberations until the day 
of their dissolution. This was on the tenth of December. Two 
days afterwards a champion of the prerogative entered the lists 
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"papers, whose c 
so much exultation among the loyal minority, and whose 
ductions, as they successively appeared, were so assiduo sly 
circulated, not in New England alone, but likewise in New ,' ork 
and other colonies south, that the popular side began to feel 
the necessity of some public refutation. Massachusettensis 
wielded, perhaps, the keenest weapons of controversy of all 
those used on the British side during the Revolution. 
Adarns, stimulated the more, perhaps, by the suspicion t!ki 
i t  was his old friend, Sewall, who was writing, took up the 
gauntlet which had thus been thrown down, and the elabo- 
rate papers of Novauglus, in the Boston Gazette, were the 
result. They appeared weekly throughout the winter of 1774 
and until cut off by the appeal to that very different species ol 
arbitration first attempted a t  Lexington and Concord. The 
substance of them was afterwards collected and published by 
Almon, in the " Remembrancer," under the title of "A History 
of the Dispute with America," and they have since been twice 
reprinted prior to their reproduction in the present collection. 
Their value consists in the strong contemporaneous view they 
give of the origin of the struggle, and of the policyflof Bernard 
and Hutchinson, which contributed so much to bring i t  on. 
No publication of the time compares with them in exten 
research into the principles of the ancient law, and in the vi 
ous application of them to the question a t  issue. Yet, as  
literary productions, they partake of the character common to 
all the author's writings, always prompted by the irnmed" e 
necessity, and regardless of the polishing labor, which, w n 
applied to give duration to earnest and deep thoughts, F , is 
never thrown away. They want systematic treatment of the 
subject, and exactness in the style. The language is rather 
energetic than elegant, and the feeling is more cherished than 
the rhetoric. In one respect they are particularly important, 
as  they develop the historical argument which was relied upon 
in the noted controversy with Hutchinson, the only argument, 
i t  should be observed, upon which the Revolution itself, a t  least 
in Massachusetts, can be logically justified. 

So  passed the winter. Prior to their adjournment, the pro- 
vincial congress had elected the four old delegates, and John 
Hancock, instead of James Bowdoin, to serve in the second 
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continental congress, which had been appointed to meet a t  
Philadelphia in May. The aspect of things was very fast 
chaugiug. The king had seen Hutchinson, and received 8om 
him confirmation of his own impression, that force was the 
only remedy for the troubles. A new parliament had come 
together, with a large majority breathing high indignation a t  
what they now declared the insulting contumacy of the colonies. 
Tlie prime minister, facile, and ever halting behind opportunity, 
had seemed, indeed, to waver for a moment, by moving a 
proposition which, had it been sincerely pressed and supported 
in a right spirit, might perhaps yet have turned the current 
toward peace ; but finding himself exposed to a general burst 
of disapprobation from his own friends, he excused himself by 
a subterfuge, which deprived his action of all merit. Divide 
and conquer, was the motto which he acknowledged, and not 
union and reconciliation. Concurrently with this singularly 
inauspicious exposure, came measures of the strongest nature, 
which were rapidly pressed through against a feeble opposition 
in both Houses. The cry was not what New York had hoped, 
for a hearing and for gentle counsels; i t  was all hot for the 
transmission of more regiments, a t  the first sight of which the 
cowardly faction, miscalled patriots, would run from one end of 
America to the other. Not such had continued the opinion of 
General Gage, although before leaving home he had held i t  as 
confidently as the most supercilious of his countrymen. An 
unlucky experiment of this kind, inconsiderately made, had 
ended by putting the royal cause in a worse condition than ever. 
The bloodshed a t  Lexington and Concord had acted like magic 
upon the passions of the people throughout the continent. It 
was considered as a proof of the wanton hostility of the govern- 
ment a t  home, and ominous of their determination to put down 
all further remonstrance by main force. From one end of the 
colonies to the other, the spirit of resistance broke forth bold- 
ly. Many, everywhere, flew ht  once to arms. Almost all 
lost confidence in the return of peace. There had been no 
adequate provocation for this resort to violence. It was cruel, 
arbitrary, vindictive. New York, which had swayed so strongly 
one way in the autumn, now swayed, with equal impetus, to the 
other side. The hopes of keeping her out of the union, then - - 

gninely entertained, were no longer tb be counted on. All 



Ai the midst of this agitation, Mr. Adams set out once 

inference was that the Rubicon was crossed; and, from tha 
time forth, that no logic would avail other than that coming 
from the cannon's mouth. Agitated to fever by his reflections, 
he had not travelled out of the limits of Massachusetts before he 
began to observe the traces of the electric influence of this event. 
From Hartford he wrote home, that he had no doubts now of 
the union." 'i Lord North would be certainly disappointed in 
his expectation of seducing New York. Dr. Cooper had fled 
on board of a man-of-war, and the tones were humbled in the 
dust." The report made by the council of t,hat not 
without its bitterness for the blunders to which they imputed 
the change, clearly shows the extent to which they felt it.l 
Arrived a t  that city, Mr. Adams wrote that "it would take 
sheets of paper to give a description of the reception the 
delegates had found there. The militia were all in arms, and 
almost the whole city out to meet them." The tones were put to 
flight as  effectually as General Gage's rnand(~1nzts counsellors at 
Boston. Such a spirit was never seen there." Yet, although 
the prospect of a union of the colonies was indeed promising, 
and the spirit was great, he felt anxious, because there was 
always more smoke than fire, more noise than music." But  this 
uneasiness did not outlast his return to Philadelphia. From 
there he wrote t,hat his health was not so good as before, and 
he had harder service. LL Our business is more extensive and 
complicated ; more affecting and hazardous; but our unanimity 
will not be less." 

If things were thus brightened a t  Philadelphia, the case wa 
otherwise with the family he had left around his domesti 
hearth. At  his cottage, in Braintree, was his wife with fo 
little children, the eldest not ten years old. The male popu 
lation within a circuit of a hundred miles, roused by th 
affair at  Lexington, was gathered in arms around the town o 

1 See this remarkable document in Force's American Archives, fourth serie 
V O ~ .  ii. c. 459, 460. 



r LIFE OF JOHX ADASIS. 

Boston, whilst General Gage, deterred from distant expedition& 
1 by his ill success on that oecasion, as  well as by the array 

forming against him, contented himself with gathering what 
sup lies he could from the most accessible places. Braintree, 
stre ? ching for a long distance on the shore, with its shallow 
bay well adapted to boat transportation, seemed admirably 
fitted to invite depredations. Such was the apprehension of 
the inhabitants nearest the water, that many of them left 
their homes and removed some distance further inland. In 
one of Airs. Adams's letters to her husband, she speaks of the 
widow of Josiah Quincy, Jr., become so within ten days, and 
several of the females of the family, as having taken refuge 
with her for the night, from an alarm. Ancl, in a later one, she 
gives so vivid a picture of a scene that had then just taken 
place, that i t  well deserves to be handed down as a memorial 
of these times : - 

Braintree, 24 May, 1775.  

' I suppose you have had a formidable account of the alarm 
we had last Sunday morning. When I rose, about six o'clock, 
I was told that the drums had been some time beating, and 
that three alarm-guns "were fired; that Weymoutli bell had 
been ringing, and Mr. Weld's was then ringing. I iiumediately 
sent off an express to know the occasion, and found the whole 
town in confusion. Three sloops aud one cutter had come out 
and dropped anchor just below Great Hill. It "was difficult to 
tell their designs. Some supposed they werecoming to German- 
town; others, to Weymouth. People, women, children, from 
the iron works, came flocking down this way. Every woman 
and child driven off from below my father's. My father's 
family flying; the doctor's in great distress, as  you may well 
imagine, for my aunt had her bed tlu-own into a cart, into which 
she got herself, and ordered the boy to drive her off to Bridge- 
water, which he did. The report to them was that three hun- 
dred had landed, and were upon their march up into town. 
The alarm flew like lightning, and men from all parts came 
flocking clown, till two thousand were collected. 

B u t ,  i t  seems, their expedition was to Grape Island, for 
Levett's hay. There it was impossible to reach them for want 
of boats. But  the sight of so many persons, and the firing at  
them, prevented their getting more than three tons of hay, though 
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instant set fire to the hay, which, with the barn, was soon con- 

confusion that it was upon the former. Soldiers coming in for 

Yet, 
To the houseless child of want 

Our doors are open still ; 
And though our ~or t ions  are but scant, 

We give them with good will." 

My best wishes attend you, both for your health and happi- 
ness; and that you may be directed into the wisest and best I 
measures for our safety, and the security of our posterity. I 
wish you were nearer to us. We know not what a day will 
bring forth, nor what distress one hour may throw us into. 
Hitlierto, I have been able to maintain a calmness and presence 
of mind ; and hope I shall, let the exigency of the time be what 
i t  will." 

T o  a man with the tender sensibilities of Mr. Adams towards 
the members of his own household, this letter must have been 
deeply affecting. But  he had a just confidence in his wife, a 
confidence which never wavered so long as she lived ; and he 
also relied upon the protection of the native population, which 
swarmed at once on any point upon the first rumor of danger. 
Ill the mean time he was doing his duty. His mind, as usual, 
was already far in advance of events, musing on probable 
results. On the 10th of June, he wrote that the congress 
had business to keep i t  through the year. " No assembly ever 
had a great,er number of great objects before them. Provinces, 
nations, empires, are small things before us. I wish we were 
good architects." 



Overleaping the conflict, of which the din was just then com- 
mencing, he was speculating upon the nature of the edifice 
about to rise from the surroundi.ng ruins. Yet, in congress, 
things had advanced scarcely even to the point of irreconcilable 
hostility to England. The public sentiment of the Middle 
States had made progress, it is true ; but the usual consequence 
was happening, a secession of the wavering ancl irresolute, who 
had, thus far, appeared to keep up pretty well. To  acquiesce in 
further measures of resistance to the British authority was Likely 
to involve the hazard of life and fortune. This was a step 
further than many had yet contemplated. In all civil convul- 
sions, there is a class of men who put off taking a side as long 
as they can, for the purpose of saving a chance to solve the 
interesting question, which will prove the strongest. This natu- 
rally leads them to oppose, with all their might,, any ancl every 
measure likely to precipitate their decision. Already, a t  the first 
congress, both the Adamses had been marked by these persons 
as partisans of extreme, if not treasonable opinions. And the 
impression was not likely to be less, now that they came back 
bearing letters from the provincial government of their colony, 
communicating the particulars of their distressing situation ; the 
latest intelligence, furnished them by their agent in London, of 
the summary rejection of all the petitions, and the determination 
to resort to force to put down all further opposition; the details 
of the action a t  Lexington and Concord; the measures which 
had been adopted to organize an army in self-defence; and, 
upon the back of all, a solicitation to congress for advice and 
assistance in the great difficulties in which they were involved. 
Close upon the heels of this application, followed a request fro111 
the city and county of New York for instructions how to pre- 
pare against the danger, of which tidings had come in advance, 
of a large accession of British troops. Then came the startling 
intelligence of the seizure of Ticonderoga, by Ethan Allen, 
involving the prospect of reprisals in that quarter from Canada. 
All these events betokened one thing, and one only. That was 
WAR. I t  showed, as if with sunlight, that no other resource 
was left to  escape subjection. 

Mr. Adams had, for some time, foreseen this result, though i t  
it is a great mistake to imagine that he had ever acted with an 

. intent t o  produce or even to accelerate it. To  his mind, i t  
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had taken the shape of an  unavoidable calamity, which might 
deprive him of all the harvest from a hardly earned professional 
reputation ; a calamity brought on by the evil counsellors who 
had stimulated the mother country to its aggressive policy, and 
not by those who, in self-defence, had been driven to resist it. 
But having once settled the point, that no escape was left with 
honor, he conceived i t  the wisest policy to meet the crisis boldly. 
His plan has been so clearly explained in his "Autobiography," 
that i t  would be superfluous to reproduce i t  here. Sufficient that 
i t  was not less sagacious than comprehensive. His first proposal 
was, that the armed assemblage actually around Boston, which 
Mussachusetts was endeavoring to organize, should be forthwith 
adopted by the congress as  the army of the United Colonies. 
It was met on the threshold, by a proposition of John Dickinson, 
to try one more effort a t  reconciliation in the form of a last 
appeal to the magnanimity of George t,he Third, by another 
" dutiful and humble petition." With the experience before 
him of the fate of the previous experiment, all this appeared 
to Mr. Adams as the merest drivel, a t  the expense of much 
valuable time for preparation. He, therefore, resisted i t  stren- 
uously. But it availed nothing. Dickinson was yet the master 
spirit, whose exhortations swayed the middle colonies; so i t  
was determined once more to supplicate the king. 

But although Mr. Adams was defeat,ed on the main question, 
his arguments were not without their effect in procuring impor- 
tant incidental concessions to his views. If the tone of the 
majority was somewhat irresolute, i t  was very far from border- 
ing on the abject or servile. Dicldnson could only carry his 
point by agreeing to have i t  connected with measures providing 
for the possibility of its failure. On t,he 26th of May, the reso- 
lution, authorizing the preparation of the second petition, was 
adopted, but i t  was tied with ot,hers, proclaiming the neces- 
sity of immediately putting the colonies, and especially New 
York, now the most threatened, in a state of defence. A11d the 
reason given for this was, the great doubt entertained by con- 
gress, whether any conciliatory proposal would meet with favor. 
So encouraging was this deemed by Mr. Adams, that,, three 
days afterwards, he ventured to write home his positive belief 
that 16 congress would support t,he Massachusetts. The military 
spirit running through the continent was amazing. Colonel 
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Washington appeared every day in his  uniform, and, by his 

1 
great experience and abilities in military matters, was of much 
service to all." Washington was ever moderate and tacitnru, 
so that his proceeding might well be regarded as significant. 
He was as  yet commissioned only to deliberate and determine 
matters in a civil capacit,y. His dress was his mode of express- 
ing his conviction that the time for another sort of action had 
arrived ; and that he was ready to take his part even in that. 

Yet Mr. Adams sometimes doubted. On the 30tl1, he was 
not so sanguine as he had been. Our debates and delibera- 
tions," he wrote to his wife, are tedious. From nine to 
four, five, and once near six. Our determinations very slow; 
I hope, sure. The congress will support us, but in their own 
way;  not precisely in that way which I could wish, but in a 
better way than we could well expect, considering what a hetero- 
geneous body i t  is." But now came more events to press the 
hesitating into ac,tion of some sort. On the last date named, 
a letter arrived from the Massachusetts convention, which set I forth their disorganized condition, and earnestly prayed for 
L6 explicit advice respecting the taking up and exercising the 
powers of civil government." I t  went so far even as to declare 
their readiness to submit to such a general plan as the congress 
might direct for the colony. I t  was plain to all that things 
could not stay as they were a great while ; yet the feelings 

1 
pulled two ways. The members were forced to act, and yet 
they wanted to wait to hear once more from England, if haply 
good might come of the bran-new batch of addresses they were 
preparing to send over. So, concurrently with t,he reference 
of the application of Massachusetts to one committee, they 
organized four others, through which to petition the king, and 
the people of England, and of Ireland, and of Jamaica; and 
yet one further committee, ominous enough, to bring in an 
estimate of the money which it might be necessary to raise. I Then Mr. Adams gave his, friend, Colonel Palmer, a hint 
concerning the difficulties in the way. The colonies," he said, 

are not yet ripe to assume the whole government, legislative 
and executive. They dread the iiitrodnction of anarchy, as 
they call it." He went on to point out the obstacles. In 
this province, indeed, in this city, there are three persons, a 
Mr. W., who is very rich and very timid; the provost of the 

15 * 
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college," (Dr. Smith,) who is supposed to be distracted between 
a strong passion for lawn sleeves, and a stronger passion for 
popularity, which is very necessary to support the reputation of 
his Episcopal college ; and one Israel Peinberton, who is at  the 
head of the Quaker interest; these three make an interest here 
which is lukewarm, but they are all obliged to lie low for the 
present." This day," added the writer, a t  the end, L( has been 
spent in debating a manifesto setting forth the causes of our 
taking arms. There is some spunk in it." I t  does not seem 
to have been adopted just then. But the agitation of i t  was 
surely significant of cliange. 

On the 9th of June, the congress, after long debate, and much 
consultation with her delegates, got so far as  to answer the 
application of Massachusetts for advice, by recommending that 
L (  no obedience being due to the act of parliament for altering 
their charter, nor to any officers who endeavor to subvert that 
charter, letters should be written to the people in the several 
towns requesting them to elect representatives to an assembly, 
who should, in their turn, elect a council, and these two bodies 
should exercise the powers of government for the time." Here, 
again, was a great step forward. But  besides asking for ad- 
vice respecting their government, which had brought this 
answer, the provincial convention had intimated that, inasmuch 
as the armed men collecting before Boston, many of them from 
other colonies, were engaged in the defence of the rights of all 
America, it might be most advisable for the congress to take 
the direction of them into their own hands. New York, too, 
was in a condition which demanded immediate support. Some- 
thing must be done. In the councils of men, your sternest 
reasoner is necessity. 

Mr. Adams now saw far enough to promise the adoption of 
ten thousand men in Massachusetts, and five thousand in 
New York. Eacli successive day shows the passage of some 
resolution tending more and more to the inevitable end, until 
the 15th of June, when congress had got so far as  to declare 
itself ready to assume the army before Boston. But  there 
was yet another necessary step, a most important one, indeed, 
upon which would depend the value of the whole enterprise to 
ages yet unborn. The multitude of men, with arms in their 
hands, assembled around that peninsular town, was but an ill- 



l i n e d  crowd, liable, a t  a moment's warning, to vanish like 

was ever to be reduced to the semblance of an army, the first 
thing to do was to select a head whose orders it should learn to 
obey. In other words, congress must determine who should be 
the commander-in-chief. 

Here, again, i t  is necessary to turn to the uAutobiograpl~y," 
to know the share which Mr. Adams had in deciding this most 
material event hi the history of America. Now, that the habits 
of three quarters of a century have done so much to fuse the 
feelings of the citizens of the various States into one national 
mould, i t  is not easy to measure the full extent of the sacrifice 
which a Massachusetts man was making in offering the com- 
mand of the people of New England, some of them tried 
officers in former wars, to a stranger comparatively unknown, 
with really but small military experience, and that not of a 
successful nature, to recommend him. What  the verdict of 
posterity would have been, had this experiment proved unfor- 
tunate, may readily be imagined. In the life of Ai r .  Adams, 
more than in that of most men, occur instances of this calm 
but decided assumption of a fearful responsibility in critical 
moments. But  what is still more remarkable is, that they 
were attended with a uniformly favorable result. The ques- 

ether this should be ascribed to 
good fortune, or to that high species of sagacity, . 

ing the knowledge of causes with the probable 
urn of events, reaches the expected results with as much cer- 

ty as is given to mortals in this imperfect state of being. 
he evidence upon which to base a just decision on this point 

an be found only by closely following the further development 

On the 17th of June, perhaps a t  the very time when the 
fant nation was taking its baptism of blood on the field of 

finishing a letter commenced a 
e a clear insight into the feelings 
te, by all means, the nomination 

t the congress have made choice 
t and virtuous, the amiable, generous, and brave 

eorge Washington, Esquire, to be general of the American 
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army, and that he is to repair, as soon as possible, to the camp 
before Boston. This appointment will have a great effect in, 
cementing and securing the union of these colonies. The con- 
tinent is really in earnest in defending the country. . . . 

" I begin to hope we shall not sit all summer. I hope the 
people of our province will treat the General with all that con- 
fidence and affection, that politeness and respect, which is due 
to one of the most important characters in the world. The 
liberties of America depend upon him, in a great degree. . . . 

a I have found this congress like the last. When we first 
came together, I found a strong jealousy of us from New Eng- 
land, and the Massachusetts in particular ; suspicions entertained 
of designs of independency, an American republic, presbyterian 
principles, and twenty other things. Our sentiments were heard 
ill congress with great caution, and seemed to make but little 
impression. But the longer we sat, the more clearly they saw 
the necessity of pursuing vigorous measures. It has been so 
now. Every day we sit, the more we are convinced that the 
designs against us are hostile and sanguinary, and that nothing 
but fortitude, vigor, and perseverance can save us. 

But America is a great unwieldy body. Its progress must 
be slow. I t  is like a large fleet sailing under convoy. The 
fleetest sailors must wait for the dullest and slowest. Like a 
coach and six, the swiftest horses must be slackened, and the 
slowest quickened, that all may keep an even pace." 

His wife, the confidential friend to whom he wrote of public 
affairs, whenever he was separated from her, had been deeply 
agitated during the same day by fearful events, going on so 
near to her that she could hear the booming of the cannon, and 
clearly see the conflagration which ensued. She well knew 
what i t  boded. The next day, which was Sunday, she sat 
down, and, yet little acquainted with the issue, tried to write 
concerning it, and her apprehensions of its consequences. The 
following letter was the result : - 

The day, perhaps the decisive day, is come, on which the 
fate of America depends. My bursting heart must find vent at  
my pen. I have just heard that our dear friend, Dr. Warren, is 
no more, but fell gloriously fighting for his country, saying: 
' Better to die honorably in the field than ignominioiisly hang 
upon the gallows.' Great is our loss! He has distinguished 
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Himself in every engagement, by his courage and fortitude, by k. 
animating the soldiers, and leading them on by his own ex- 
ample. A particular account of these dreadful, but, I hope, 
glorious days, will be transmitted you, no doubt, in the exactest 
manner. 

" ' The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong ; 
but the God of Israel is he that giveth strengtli and power unto 
his people. Trust in him a t  all times, ye people, pour out your 
hearts before him. God is a refuge for us.' 

" Charlestown is laid in ashes. The battle began upon our 
intrenchments upon Bunker's Hill, Saturday morning, about 
three o'clock, and has not ceased yet; and it is now three 
o'clock, Sabbath afternoon. 

" I t  is expected they will come out over the neck to-night, 
and a dreadful battle must ensue. Almighty God, cover the 
heads of our countrymen, and be a shield to our dear friends! 
How many have fallen, we know not. The constant roar of 
the cannon is so distressing that we cannot eat, drink, or sleep. 
May we be supported and sustained in the dreadful conflict! 
I shall tarry here till i t  is thought unsafe by my friends, and 

cured myself a retreat a t  your brother's, who has 
me part of his house. 

I cannot compose myself to write any further a t  present. 
I will add more as I hear further. 

Tuesday Afternoon, (20th.) 

n so much agitated that I have not been able to 
write since Sabbath day. When I say that ten thousand reports 
are passing, vague and uncertain as the wind, I believe I speak 
the truth. I am not able to give you any authentie account of 
last Saturday, but you will not be destitute of intelligence. 

u Colonel Palmer has just sent me word that he has an oppor- 
tunity of conveyance. Incorrect as this scrawl will be, it shall 
go. I ardently pray that you may be supported through the 
arduous task you have before you.", 

The event of the seventeenth of June dissipated the last 
shadow of doubt in Air. Adams's mind of the necessity of 

a ion. insisting for the future upon the impossibility of reeoncili t' 
He accordingly addressed himself, with spirit, to the work of 
stimulating congress to take the most decisive measures of 

L 
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preparation for t,he inevitable conflict. He exerted himself in 
determining the selection of the other general officers, claiming 
the second rank for New England in the person of Artemas 
Ward, but not unwilling to concede the third to Charles Lee, 
though a stranger and but yesterday an offic,er in the army of 
the British king; in maturing the form of commission and the 
instructions for the commander-in-chief ; and, lastly, in super- 
intending the preparation of the continental bills of credit which 
were to serve the purposes of money during tlie earlier stages 
of the struggle. Not stopping, however, with these details, he 
was looking, with a statesman's eye, over the vast field beyond, 
and mapping out the forms which tlie new power was to assume 
in the distant future. In this he was running far in advance 
of the prevailing opinions around him, among men who were 
yet engaged in polishing up the last eloquent appeals to the 
justice and magnanimity of a sovereign upon whom their 
rhetoric was wholly thrown away. With these persons, who 
still insisted that reconciliation was within their reach, and who 
therefore did their best to throw obstacles in the way of all 
action calculated to diminish the chances of it, i t  was impos- 
sible for Mr. Adams to escape controversy. John Dickinson, 
who threw all the weight of his influence on the side of delay, 
was their leader and mouthpiece, and his power over the senti- 
ment of the middle colonies it was difficult to counteract. I t  
was after a day spent in these conflicts, in committee of the 
whole, that a young man from his own colony called upon Mr. 
Adams, a t  his lodgings, and requested as a favor, inasmuch as 
doubts had been spread a t  home of his fidelity to the cause, 
that he might be made the bearer of confidential letters to 
friends in Massacl~usetts. Without properly considering the 
possibilities of interception, Mr. Adams sat down and penned 
what was uppermost i11 his mind and feelings. The result he 
comprised in two notes, one addressed to his wife, and the 
other to General James Warren, then president of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

To Mrs. Adams he said : - 
I t  is now almost three months since I left you; in every 

part of which my anxiet,y about you and the children, as well as 
our country, has been extreme. The  business I have had on 
my mind has been as great and important as can be intrusted 
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an, and the difficulty and intricacy of it prodigious. When 
or sixty men have a constitution to form for a great em- 

e a country of fifteen 11~111- 

to arm and train, a naval 
rce to regulate, numerous 
standing army of twenty- 

seven thousand men to raise, pay, victual, and officer, I really 

actually going on in con- 
ress was attached the following : - 
" P. S. I wish I had given you a complete history, from the 

r of my compatriots. No 
u in future, but you shall 
, the caprice, the vanity, 

of us is enough to - 
Yours." 

To General Warren, he unbosomed himself even more fully, 

I 

c b  24 July. I am determined to write freely to you t,his time. 
A certain great fortune and piddling genius, whose fame has 
been trumpeted so loudly, has given a silly cast to our whole 
doings. W e  are between hawk and buzzard. W e  ought to 
have had in our hands, a month ago, the whole legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial of the whole continent, and have completely 
modelled a constitution; to have raised a naval power, and 
opened all our ports wide ; to have arrested every friend of gov- 
erninent on the continent, and held them as hostages for the 
poor victims in Boston ; and then opened the door as wide as  
possible for peace and reconciliation. After this, they might 
have petitioned, negotiated, addressed, &c., if they would. 

Is all this extravagant? Is i t  wild? Is i t  not the soundest 
policy ? 

One piece of news. Seven thousand pounds of powder 
arrived last night. W e  shall send you some of it as soon as 
we can, but you must be patient and frugal. W e  are lost in the 
extensiveness of o w  field of business. W e  have a continental 
treasury to establish, a paymaster to choose, and a committee 
of correspondence, or safety, or accounts, or sometliing, I know 
not what, that has confounded us all this day. 

Shall I hail you speaker of the House, or counsellor, or 
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what? What  kind of an  election had you? What sort of 
magistrates do you intend to make ? Will your new legislative 
or executive feel bold or irresolute? Will your judicial hang, 
and whip, and fine, and imprison, without scruple ? I want to 
see our distressed country once more, yet I dread the sight of 
devastation. You observe in your letter the oddity of a great 
man. He is a queer creature, but you must love his dogs if 
you love him, and forgive a thousand whims for the sake of the 
soldier and the scholar." 

These confidential communications were intrusted to Mr. 
Hichborn, who promised to deliver them safely to their address. 
But, from a singular want of courage or presence of mind, he 
suffered them to be taken upon him at  Newport, by the British. 
They were transmitted to Admiral Graves, commander of the 
squadron, from thence passed into the hands of General Gage, 1 
who caused them to be published in Boston, before sending the 
originals to the government at  home. The effect which they 
produced was quite extraordinary. In Boston, the garrison, 
consisting of officers who had little better to do, amused them- 
selves in making paraphrases, and otherwise turning them into 
ridicule. General Gage endeavored to prove from them to 
Lord Dartmouth the existence of a plan of rebellion long con- 
certed in Massachusetts. The ministry regarded them as be- 
fraying the real purposes of the Americans, which shut their 
ears only the more firmly to the last arguments for reconcilia- 
tion, carried by Mr. Dickinson through congress, against Mr. 
Adams's opposition. What  was the gain to be expected by 
discriminating between classes of opinion in the colonies? 
There was but one purgation, and t,hat was equally good for 
all the forms of this disease. I t  was force. So  the petition to 
the king, borne by the hands of Richard Penn, was not favored 
even with a sign of recognition. Instead of i t  came a pro- 
clamat,ion, declaring the people of the colonies' in a state of .  
rebellion, and forbidding all communication or correspondence 
with them, on pain of condign punishment. 

Thus far the effect upon Mr. Adams, of the publication of 
these letters, was rather minatory than actually injurious. The 
case was otherwise when they came to be read in Philadel- 
phia. They a t  once displayed him as drawing the outlines of 
ail independe~~t state, the great bugbear in the eyes of i~umbers, 



L I F E  O F  JOHN ADAMS. 181 

who still clung to the hope that the last resort might be avoided. 
The feeling which denounced his doctrines was, moreover, 
animated with factitious strength by individual resentment for 
the strictures on persons, which had been incidentally exposed to 
the public eye. John Dickinson became a steady enemy for the 
rest of his life, whilst John Hancock, from this date, began 
to draw off from his colleagues of New England, and to enter 
into association with the more conservative members from the 
southern States. I t  is stated by more than one witness, that 
Mr. Adams was avoided in the streets by many as if i t  were 
contamination to speak with such a traitor. Even of his 
friends, several became infected with the general panic, and 
looked coldly upon him. At no time, and lie had repeated 
trials of the kind, did he stand more in need of all his fortitude 
and self-control than upon the occasion of this sudden and 
unlooked for influx upon him of the general disapprobation. 

This is, however, anticipating a little of the course of the nar- 
rative, which had not yet readied to the adjournment of con- 
gress for the month of August. During this recess,. Air. Adams 
returned home. The session had lasted ever since the 10th of 
May, and, during the whole period, his labors had been incessant 
to help organize an army for war. Neither had they been 
without success. The great point of the adoption of the troops 
before Boston, by the united colonies, had been gained. Officers 
had been appointed, from the commauder-in-chief downward,' 
whose duty it would be to introduce something like a conti- . 
nental system into the military organization. Money, or a t  
least a representative of it, had been provided to meet the 
charges of pay and subsistence for the troops, and, in short,, all 
the details of a general combination for defence had been 
marked out and partially perfected. This was act'ion. But  the 
public papers, which the same assembly issued, with one excep- 
tioii, perhaps, in the declaration of the causes for taking up 
arms, beyond giving satisfaction to those hesitating and scrupu- 
lous persons who desired to be sure that no means of concilia- 
tion had been left unattempted, produced little or no effect upon 
the course of affairs. A few persons might yet be found who 
cherished the delusion that the people of England did not s p -  
pathize with ministers, and that a recall of Lord Chatham to 
power would be the signal of a pacification by conceding to 

VOL. I. 16 
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America her reasonable demands. But they as little knew the 
indomitable pride of counlry of that great chief, which would 
have rallied the whole power of Great Britain to his aid rather 
than surrender one iota of her sovereignty, as they suspeeted 
the facility of Lord North, whom they were holding exclusively 
responsible for the evils under which they labored, when, as i t  
now appears, he would have consented to make far greater 
conccssions tlian either monarch or people could be induced 
to sanction. Time has a t  last disclosed the truth, that George 
the Third must be held more responsible than any other man 
for the American policy. T o  his bewildered brain and excitable 
nerves the petition got up by John Diekinson, under the fancy 
that he was holding out fi an olive branch," looked more like 
a highwayman's pistol a t  his breast, demanding the surrender 
of the most cherished jewel of his crown. 

Mr. Adams voted against the adjournment of congress. T o  
him it was no vacation, for the interval brought with i t  but 
a variety of labor. He had been chosen one of the pro- 
vincial executive council in the maimed form of government, 
with which Massachusetts, by the advice of congress, was 
endeavoring to stagger along. And his services were enlisted 
on the moment of his return, especially in the consultations 
constantly necessary between the provincial authorities and the 
new military leaders. Thus passed the month, with little op- 
portunity to enjoy home, the great delight of his life. On the 
last day of August he started, for the third time, for Philadelphia. 
In the fashion of travelling of that day, i t  took him more thiin 
a fortnight to reach that city. His views of the changes which 
had taken place in congress, are given in the following letter to 
Mrs. Adams : - 

Philadelphia, 1 7  September, 1 7  75. 

I arrived here, in good health, after an agreeable journey, 
last Wednesday. There had not been members enough to 
make a House, several colonies being absent, so that I was 
just in time. The next day, an adequate number appeared, 
and congress have sat ever since. 

Georgia is now fully represented, and united to the other 
twelve. Their delegates sire Dr. Znbly, a clergyinan of the 
independent persuasion, who has a parish iii that colony and a 
p o d  deal of property. He is a native of Switzerland, is a 
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man of learning and ingenuity. It is said he is master of 
several languages, Greek, Latin, French, Dutch, and English. 
Ill the latter, it is said, he writes tolerably. He is a man of zeal 
aud spirit, as we have already seen upon several occasions. . . . 

" Mr. Bullock is aiiothcr of the Georgian delegates, a sensible 
man, a planter, I suppose. Mr. Houston is the third, a young 
lawyer of modesty as well as sense and spirit, which you will 
say is uncommon. Mr. Jones and Dr. Hall are not yet arrived. 

" Air .  Henry is made a general, in Virginia, and therefore 
could not come. Mr. Pendleton and Colonel Bland excused 
themselves on account of age and ill health. Mcssrs. Nelson, 
Wythe, and Lee are chosen and are here in the stead of the 
other three. Wythe and Lee are inoculated. You shall hear 
more about them. Although they came in the room of very 
good men, we have lost nothing by the change, I believe." 

The writer was just entering upon the second moral trial of 
his life. The day before the above letter was written, Mr. Dick- 
inson had passed him in the street, and had refused to recognize 
his civil salutation. He noted the fact in his Diary," as caused 
by the arrival of copies of the intercepted letters. The day 
after, congress organized the first important secret committee of 
nine members, and each colony of New England was repre- 
scnted upon i t  but Massachusetts. The letters had done their 
work of marking out the lines of distinction ainon@he mem- 
bers, which circun~stances had been preparing. Governor Ward 
wrote home to Rhode Island that they had silenced those, who 
were secretly opposing every decisive measure; but that the 
moderate friends had caused copies to be sent throughout Penn- 
sylvania, in hopes, by raising the cry of independence, to throw 
the friends of liberty out of the new assembly. The Adamses, 
of Massachusetts, and the Lees, of Virginia, were the dangerous 
minority, who had all along aimed a t  independency, but whose 
purposes had never been so openly exposed as now. Ai r .  Dick- 
inson, Mr. Silas Deane, and Mr. Jay were the exponents of the 
majority, and during the month of September the construction 
of the committees, if nothing else, shows, with tolerable clear- 
ness, the temper prevailing in the body. But whilst this was 
going on at  Philadelphia, intelligence came from Massachusetts 

1 Francis Lightfoot Lee. 
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of a nature far more distressing to Air. Adams. One of those 
epidemic n~aladies, "which so often follow in the wake of mili- 
tary camps, and always far more fatal than the most severely 
fought campaign, had broken out aronncl Boston, and spread 
into the neighboring towns. A brother of his, who had joined 
the army, liad perished a month before. But now came tlie 
news that, even as lie had passed over his thresholcl, the clestroy- 
ing angel was making an entrance amonghis  household. The 
progress of the pestilence may be gathered from the following 
extracts from his wife's letters, which came to him ill quick 
succession. 

8 September. 

L( Since you left me, I have passed through great distress both 
of body and mind; and whether greater is to be my port,ion, 
Heaven only knows. You may remember Isaac was unwell 
when you went from home. His disorder increased until a 
violent dysentery was the consequence of his complaints. There 
was no resting-place in the house for his terrible groans. He 
continued in this state nearly a week, when his disorder abated, 
and we have now hopes of his recovery. Two days after he 
was sick, I was seized in a violent manner. Had I known 
you were at  Watertown, I should have sent Bracket for you. 
I suffered greatly between my inclination to have you return, 
and my fear of sending, lest you should be a partaker of the 
common calamity. After three clays, an abatement of my 
disease relieved me from that anxiety. The next person in the 
same week was Susy ; her we carried home, and hope she will 
not be very bad. Our little Tommy was the next, and lie lies 
very ill now. Yesterday, Patty was seized. Our house is a 
hospital in every part, and what with my own weakness, and 
distress of mind for my family, I have been unhappy enough. 
And such is the distress of the neighborhood that I can scarcely 
find a well person to assist me in looking after the sick. S o  
sickly and so mortal a time the oldest man does not remember." 

Of tlie persons named, Isaac, Susy, and Patty, were servants. 
Tommy was the youngest son of Air. Aclams. The two elder 
had been sent out of the house. Only one of the household 
escaped the sickness. On t,he 16th she s:~ys :- 

" Airs. Randall has lost her daughter, Mrs. Brackett hers, Air .  
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Thomas Thayer his wife. Two persons, belongingto Boston, 
have died this week in this parish. I know of eight this week 
who have been buried in this town. 

" The dread upon the minds of people of catching the dis- 
temper i s  almost as  great as if it was the smallpox. 1 have 
been distressed more than ever I was in my life to procure 
watchers and to get assistance. We have been four sabbaths 
without any meeting. 

25 Si~litcmbcr. 

b c  I sit down, wit11 heavy heart, to write to you. I have had 
no other since you left me. Woe follows woe, and one afllic- 
tion treads upon the heels of another. My distress in my own 
family having in- some measure abated, i t  is excited anew upon 
that of my dear mother. Her kindness brought her to see me 
every clay when I was ill, and our little Tommy. She has 
taken the disorder, and lies so bad that we have little hope of 
her recovery. 

The desolation of war is not so distressing as the havoc 
made by the pestilence. Some poor parents are mourning the 
loss of three, four, and five children, and some families are 
wholly stripped." 

29 September. 

" 'Tis allotted me to go from the sick and almost dying bed 
of one of the best of parents, to my own habitation, where 
again I behold the same scene, only varied by a remoter con- 
uection. In past years small lias been my portion of the bitter 
cup in comparison with many others. But there is now pre- 
paring for me, I fear, a large draught thereof. May I be enabled 
to submit, with patience and resignation, to the rod! " 

These are not uncommon distresses, where there is war. 
There have been countries in which they have prevailed with 
far greater severity, attended by atrocities of which the mind 
cannot think without shuddering, for a term of a whole genera- 
tion of the race. But, in Massachusetts, the dwellers on the 
seaboard had known nothing of the kind, until this conflict 
sprung up with the authority that should have protected, but 
now persecuted them. Mrs. Aclams had been particularly 
exempted from any such sorrows. They came upon her, in her 
lonely state, with the greater force. On the 1st of October, 

16 * 
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her mother died. The week after, the female, Patty, who had 
lingered a month in extreme agony, breathed her last. She 
made the fourth corpse that was committed to tlie ground on 
tlie 9th of October, in a community of perhaps eight hundred 
souls. Neither was dysentery the only form of disease prevail- 
ing. Fevers were raging among the men away in camp, and 
throat distemper was attacking the children. 

- 
Truly did Mr. Adams observe, in reply: LL Fire, sword, pesti- 

lence, famine, often keep company, and visit a country in a 
flock." l i e  yearned to return, but no moment could have been 
more unpropitious to such a step. He was a marked man;  
and a retreat from his post would have been construed as 
shrinking from the consequences of the exposure of his designs. 
He was not a person either to qualify or retract language which 
he held to be true. Besides, it was most important that he 
should just now show himself the declared advocate of the 
policy, the private exposition of which had been so abruptly 
laid before the world. The ideas were only six or eight months 
in advance of the general sentiment. He saw the necessity 
of pressing thein steadily, and tllerefore felt bound, if possible, 
to remain. 

There are periods of transition of opinion when the bold 
utterance of one voice precipitates the expression of the con- 
clusions of many. The lapse of a month now brought with i t  
a good deal of change in America, especially in the middle 
colonies. The occasion upon which this was decidedly, though 
privately, manifested to Mr. Adams, remained indelibly stamped 
upon his memory to his last days. He  has recorded it in his 

Diary," but without an allusion to the conversation that took 
place. I t  was on the 28th of September, when the congress and 
the assembly of Pennsylvania, a t  the invitation of the Committee 
of Safety of that colony, went on an excursion upon the Dela- 
ware, in the new galleys which had just been finished. In a 
private letter, addressed many years afterwards to Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, one of the party with him on that clay, on board of 
The Bulldog, he called to mind tlie secret encouragement he 
received from that company, and the exhortations to perbcvere. 
Perhaps he stood in no need of this to do his duty ; but the 
sternest will can find strength in executing its purposes from 
the praises of the feeblest. The heart of a man lias quite as 



much to do with his perseverance as his head, and that is 
always touched by the cheering response of his fellow-man. 

Not many days elapsed before an opportunity occurred for 
pressing upon congress one of his favorite measures. On the 
3d of October, the delegates of Rhode Island had presented 
the resolutions of their General Assembly, instructing them to 
use their influence to procure the establishment of a fleet at  the 
expense of the continent. This naked proposition was at once 
met with a storm of ridicule, in which Samuel Chase, Dr. 
Zubly, of Georgia, J. Rutledge, and even one of the Massa- 
chusetts delegates, took an active part. With difficulty, its 
friends procured the consideration of the question to be left 
open a little while. Two days afterwards i t  came up in a 
softened shape, and then i t  met with more favor. So  much is 
there in legislative bodies in the way of presenting an idea. 
News had been received from London that two vessels, laden 
with arms and gunpowder, had sailed for Canada. As these 
were articles of the first necessity to the cause, a motion for the 
appointment of a committee of three to prepare a plan to 
intercept them was well received, and forthwith adopted. 

Of this committee the members were all from New England, 
Mr. Adams being one. They reported, in part, the same day, 
a recommendation that Massachusetts should be applied to for 
two armed vessels, that Rhode Island and Connecticut should 
be requested to add others, and that all these, if obtained, should 
be placed a t  the disposal of General Washington, who should 
fit them out a t  the continental expense to cruise for, and, if 
possible, to capture the expected ships. The resolutions, em- 
bodying these suggestions, were passed a t  once. The next day, 
the committee made a further report, directing the fitting out of 
two swift sailing vessels for a cruise of three months, and recom- 
ipending the appointment of a committee of three to prepare 
estimates and make contracts. This second committee was 
accordingly appointed. I t  consisted of Mr. Deane, Mr. Langdon, 
and Mr. Gadsden. I t  reported in four days an estimate, which 
proved unsatisfactory, and was recommitted. The committee 
reported once more on the 30th, when congress enlarged its 
powers so far as to authorize the construction of four vessels 
instead of two, whilst they increased the number of its members 
to seven, of whom Ah". Adams was the seventh. The committee, 
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thus strengthened, extended their labors not merely to the con- 
struction of more ships, bat  also to the preparation of a system 
for the regulation of marine captures, as well as of the naval 
force of the Union. This code was reported on the 23d, and 
adopted part'ly on the 25th of November, and wholly on the 
28th. I t  was drawn up by Mr. Adams. It was, in effect, the 
triumph of the policy which had been almost scouted out of the 
House, when first presented under the Rhode Island instructions. 

In the mean time, Governor Ward, of Rhode Island, wrote 
home that he had great hopes to carry out the project of an 
American fleet, because "Dr. Franklin, Colonel Lee, the two 
Adamses, and many others would support it." 1 Neither was he 
mistaken. For, on the 11th of December, congress, having been 
well prepared by the debates on the former proposition, came 
to  a determination to appoint a large committee to devise ways 
and means for furnishing the colonies with a naval armament. 
Thus was established the policy of naval defence, a policy of 
the utmost consequence to the commercial prosperity of any 
nat,ion. Before this last vote, Mr. Adams had been called 
home, and he had no special charge of the system afterwards ; 
but to the day of his death, through all the vicissitudes of his 
career, as well when the navy was made a reproach to him, 
as when i t  had won its way, through the war of 1812, to the 
highest popularity, he never changed his convictions of its fun- 
damental importance in the system of an American statesman. 

Another step was taken, a t  this time, which likewise had its 
origin in New England. The delegates from New Hampshire 
presented the instructions from their colony to obtain advice 
from congress, touching a method of administering justice and 
the regulation of their civil police. Mr. Adams seized the 
opportunity thus presented to urge upon congress the duty of 
recommending to the States that they should a t  once proceed 
to institute governments for themselves. The subject was 
referred, on the 26th of October, to a committee, consisting of 
Mr. J. Rntledge, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Ward, Mr. Lee, and Mr. 
Sherman. These names, of themselves, show how mnch a little 
month had done to alter the temper of the majority. The 
committee reported, on the 2d of November, a recommendation 

1 Gammel's Life of S. Ward,  in Sparks's American Biography, vol. xix. p. 316. 
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to  New Hampshire to call a full and free representation of the 
people; and that the representatives, if they think it necessary. 
establish such a form of government as in their judgment will 
best produce the happiness of the people, during' the continuance 
of the present dispute." These qualifications certainly did not 
indicate any lack of caution in giving the advice, but yet the 
advice itself showed the progress the continent was making 
towards independence. Before this time, nothing approaching 
to it would have escaped earnest opposition, and probably 
defeat. Its adoption now was due to the circumstance, that, 
thirty-six hours before, two ships had got in, bringing the 
news from England of the king's supercilious refusal to hold 
out his hand to receive Dickinson's darling olive branch, and of 
his fulmination against the '{ open and avowed rebellion" in the 
colonies. It was plain that the bridge was broken behind the 
wavering. Nothing remained but to advance. Thus i t  was 
that a change came over the spirit of the assembly. Governor 
Ward hurried off the joyful tidings to Rhode Island a t  once. 

Our counsels," he said, fi have been hitherto too fluctuating; 
one clay, measures for carryingoon the war were adopted ; the 
next, nothing must be done that would widen the unhappy 
breach between Great Britain and the colonies. As these 
different ideas have prevailed, our eondnct has been directed 
accordingly. . . . Thank God, the happy day, which I have long 
wished for, is a t  length arrived ; the southern colonies no longer 
entertain jealousies of the northern ; they no longer look back 
to Great Britain ; they are convinced that they have been pur- 
suing a phantom, and that their only safety is a vigorous, deter- 
mined defence. One of the gentlemen, who has been most 
sanguine for pacific measures, and very jealons of the New 
England colonies, addressing me in the style of Brother Rebel, 
told me he was now ready to join us heartily. W e  have got,' 
says he, ' a  sufficient answer to our petition. I want nothing 
more; but a m  ready to declare ourselves independent, send 
ambassadors,' k c . ,  and much more, which prudence forbids me 
to commit to paper. Our resolutions will henceforth be spirited, 
clear, and decisive. May the Supreme Governor of the universe 
direct and prosper them ! " 

In his "Autobiography," Mr. Adams has given, from recollec- 
tion, the substance of the reasoning which he was a t  this time 
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habitually using in justification of the views precipitated before 
the public in the intercepted letters. It is not necessary to 
repeat it here. Enough that it was unceasingly pressed, and 
that i t  graclually worked its way to favor. The journals of 
congress, imperfectly as they were kept by the secretary, upon 
the miskiken t,heory of recording only the motions adopted, 
nevertheless give some traces of tlie growth of his influence, in 
the more frequent occurrence of his name upon committees. 
His energy and clearness of mind were found as valuable in 
maturing the details of measures to be laid before the body, 
as  his readiness and power in debate were effective in its delib- 
erations. His own mind being completely made up, his action 
partook of the firmness and unity that always follow such a 
state. He expressed himself fully on this point, in a letter to 
his wife of the 7th of October. 

The situation of things is so alarming, that it is our duty 
to  prepare our minds and hearts for every event, even the 
worst. From my earliest entrance into life, I have been en- 
gaged in the public cause of America; and, from first to last, I 
have had upon my mind a strong impression that things would 
be wrought up to their present crisis. I saw, from the begin- 
niug, that the controversy was of such a nature that it never 
would be settled, and every day convinces me more and more. 
This has been the source of all the disquietude of my life. It 
has lain down and risen up with me these twelve years. The 
thought, that we might be driven to the sad necessity of break- 
ing our connection with Great Britain, exclusive of t,he carnage 
and destruction which, i t  was easy to see, must attend the 
separation, always gave me a great deal of grief. And even 
now, I would cheerfully retire from public life forever, renounce 
all chance for profits or honors from the public, nay, I would 
cheerfully contribute my little property, to obtain peace and 
liberty. But all these must go, and my life, too, before I can 
surrender the riglit of my country to a free constitution. I dare 
not consent to it. I should be the most miserable of mortals 
ever after, whatever honors or emoluments might surround me." 

Towards the close of the year, finding that congress was 
likely to sit indefinitely, Mr. Aclams decided to return home. 
Besides the personal considerations growing out of the state 
of his own familv. and his exhaust,ion from constant service, 
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he was moved to this by the necessity of consulting the views 
of the leading men in the provincial convention in regard 
to his assumption of the new duties which they had decided to 
impose upon him. The people had now been more than two 
years without any administration of justice, and some degree 
of uneasiness was felt lest the loose habits which necessarily 
followed this relaxation of the laws should in time become 
inveterate. Sensible of the insufficient foundation of their 
authority, the council, in undertaking the reiistablishine~~t of 
the superior court, had a special reference in the selection 
of persons to fill the seats of judges, to such as would, from 
the confidence had in their personal character and learning, 
predispose tlie great body of the people to acquiesce. With 
this view, they raised Air. Adams over the heads of several 
of his seniors, both a t  bench and bar, to the place of chief jns- 
tice. On his part, after great hesitation, he made up his mind 
to accept the post. But conscious, at  the same time, of the 
pressure of a divided duty, he felt reluctant to retire from con- 
gress before he had established the cloctrincs to which he was 
now irrevocably pledged. I t  is very clear that the tone of 
Massachusetts, even then, depended upon his kinsman and him- 
self, though but a minority of the delegation. It was for this 
reason that, in his letter of acceptance, he fixed the close of 
the session as the time when he should be prepared to assume 
the office. He wrote thus : - 

"As I have ever considered the confidence of the public the 
more honorable in proportion to the perplexity and danger of 
the times, so I cannot but esteem this distinguished mark of the 
approbation of the Honorable Board as a greater obligation than 
if it had been bestowed a t  a season of greater ease and security. 
Whatever discouraging circumstances, therefore, may attend 
me, in point of health, of fortune, or experience, I dare not refuse 
to undertake this duty. 

c c  Be pleased, then, to acquaint the Honorable Board, that, as 
soon as the circumstances of the colonies "will admit an adjourn- 
ment of the congress, I shall return to the Honorable Board, 
and undertake, to the utmost of my ability, to discharge the 
momentous duties to which they have seen fit to appoint me." 

Finding that this adjournment woulcl not take place very 
soon, and imagining that he might better understand the views 



of the council by personal conference, he determined to return. 
There were those in congress who scarcely knew whether t o  
call this decision a deliverance or not. A curious proof of i t  
is found in a letter of Mr. Lynch, of South Carolina, to General 
Washington, 'writ,ten on the day he left Philadelphia. One 
of our members set,s out to-day for New England," he says. 

Whether his intents be wicked or not, I doubt much. He 
should be watched" The person thus suspected had been regu- 
larly chosen as  a member of the council, so that he took his 
Seat in that board very shortly after he got home. A brief 
consultation was sufficient to  explain what was really wanted 
of him. His colleagues, though indisposed to draw him from 
the scene of his present labors, of which they appreciated the 
import,ance, wished to fortify their new judicial tribunal with 
the weight of his personal and professional reputation. Diffi- 
cult as it seemed to reconcile these two forms of service, they 
ultimately hit upon this expedient to do it. It was agreed that 
the court should go on, for a time, without his presence. If 
no difficult,ies should occur in the establishment of its authority, 
then he was to continue his labors in congress so long as he 
might deem them important to the establishment of the great 
objects Massachusetts had a t  heart,. To  these conditions he 
seems to have assented. But  i t  being considered essential to  
prepare for the introduction of the court by some preliminary 
appeal to the conservative principles of the people, he was 
charged with the duty of drawing up a paper to be issued by 
the authorities. The original draft of this paper, in Mr. Aclams's 
handwriting, remains in the archives of Massachusetts. I t  seems 
to have been designed as a comprehensive review of the causes 
which led to the existing state of things, and an earnest appeal 
to all classes to unite their exertions to maintain it. It was 
formally adopted by the Council and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who ordered i t  to be read a t  the opening of every 
court of -judicature, superior and inferior, as well as a t  the 
annual town meeting in every town. They likewise reconl- 
mended to the several ministers of the gospel, throughout the 
colony, to read i t  to their congregations immediately after divine 
service on the sabbath following their receipt of it. 

Snch be ingthe  importance attached to this proclamation, a t  
the time, and not without cause, it is no more than proper that 
it should find its place here. 
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B Y  THE GREAT A S D  GENERAL COURT OF T H E  COLONY O F  MASSACHUSETTS BAT. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

The frailty of human nature, the wants of individuals, and 
the numerous dangers which surround them through the course 
of life, have in all ages, and in every country, impelled them 
to form societies and establish governments. 

As the happiness of the people is the sole end of government, 
so the consent of the people is the only foundation of it, in 
reason, morality, and the natural fitness of things. And, there- 
fore, every act of government, every exercise of sovereignty, 
against or without the consent of the people, is injustice, usur- 
pation, and tyranny. 

It is a maxim, that in every government there must exist 
somewhere a supreme, sovereign, absolute, and uncontrollable 
power; but this power resides always in the body of the people ; 
and it never was, or can be, delegated to one man or a few; the 
great creator having never given to men a right to vest others 
with authority over them unlimited either in duration or degree. 

When kings, ministers, governors, or legislators, t,herefore, 
instead of exercising the powers intrusted with them according 
to the principles, forms, and proportions stated by t,he consti- 
tution, and established by the original compact, prostitute those 
powers to the purposes of oppression; to subvert, instead of 
supporting a free constitution ; to destroy, instead of preserving 
the lives, liberties, and properties of the people ; they are no 
longer to be deemed magistrates vested with a sacred character, 
but  become public enemies, and ought to be resisted. 

The administration of Great Britain, despising equally the 
justice, humanity, and magnanimity of their ancestors, and the 
rights, liberties, and courage of Americans, have, for a course 
of years, labored to establish a sovereignty i n  America, not 
founded in the consent of the people, but in the mere will of 
persons a thousand leagues from us, whom we know not, and 
have endeavored to establish this sovereignty over us, against 
our consent, in all cases whatsoever. 

The colonies, during this period, have recurred to every peace- 
able resource in a free constitution, by petitions and remon- 
strances, to obtain justice ; which has been not only denied to 
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them, but they have been treated with unexampled indignity 
and contempt; and, a t  length, open war of the most atrocious, 
cruel, and sanguinary kind, has been commenced against them. 
T o  this, an open, manly, and successful resistance has hitherto 
been made. Thirteen colonies arc now firmly united in the 
conduct of this most just and necessary war, under the wise 
counsels of their congress. 

It is the will of Providence, for wise, righteous, and gracious 
ends, that this colony should have been singled out, by the 
enemies of America, as the first object both of their envy and 
their revenge ; and after having been made the subject of several 
merciless and vindictive statutes, one of which was intended to 
subvert our constitution by charter, is madc the seat of war. 

No effectual resistance to the system of tyranny prepared for 
us could be madc without either instant recourse to arms, or a 
temporary suspension of the ordinary powers of government 
and tribunals of justice; to the last of which evils, in hopes 
of a speedy reconciliation with Great Britain upon equitable 
terms, the congress advised us to submit. And mankind has 
seen a phenomenon without example in the political world, a 
large and populous colony subsisting in great decency and 
order for more than a year under such a suspension of govcrn- 
merit. 

But, as  our enemies have proceeded to such barbarous cx- 
tremities, commencing hostilities upon the good people of this 
colony, and, with unprecedented malice, exerting their power 
to spread the calamities of fire, sword, and famine through the 
land, and 110 reasonable prospect remains of a speedy recon- 
ciliation with Great Britain, the congress have resolved : - 

That no obedience being due to the act of parliament for 
altering the charter of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, nor to 
a governor or lieutenant-governor, who will not observe the 
directions of, but endeavor to subvert that charter, tlie governor 
and lieutenant-governor of that colony are to be considered as 
absent, and their offices vacant. And as there is no council 
there, and inconveniences arising from the suspension of the 
powers of government are intolerable, especially a t  a time when 
General Gage hath actually levied war, and is carrying on hos- 
tilities apiust his majesty's peaceable and loyal subjects of that 
colony; that, in order to conform as near as  miiy be to the 
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spirit and substance of the charter, i t  be recommended to the 
provincial convention to write letters to the inhabitants of the 
several places which are entitled to representation in asbein- 
bly, requesting them to choose such representatives; and that 
the assembly, when chosen, do elect counsellors ; and that such 
assembly and council exercise the powers of government, until 
a governor of his majesty's appointment will consent to govern 
the colony according to its charter." 

In pursuance of which advice, the good people of this colony 
have chosen a full and free representation of then~selves, who, 
being convened in assembly, have elected a council; who, as 
the executive branch of government, have constituted neces- 
sary officers through the colony. The present generation, there- 
fore, may be congratulated on the acquisition of a form of 
government more immediately in all its branches under the 
influence and control of the people, and therefore, more free 
and happy than was enjoyed by their ancestors. But as a 
government so popular can be supported only by universal 
knowledge and virtue, in the body of the people, i t  is the duty 
of all ranks to promote the means of education for the rising 
geiteration, as well as true religion, purity of manners, and 
integrity of life among all orders and degrees. 

As an army has become necessary for our defence, and in all 
free States the civil must provide for and control the military 
power, the major part of the council have appointed magistrates 
and courts of justice in every county, whose happiness is so 
connected with that of the people, that it is difficult to suppose 
they can abuse their trust. The business of i t  is to see those 
laws enforced, which are necessary for the preservation of peace, 
virtue, and good order. And the Great and General Court ex- 
pects and requires that all necessary support and assistance be 
given, and all proper obedience yielded to them ; and will deem 
every person, who shall fail of his duty in this respect towards 
them, a disturber of the peace of' this colony, and deserving of 
exemplary punishment. 

That piety and virtue, which alone can secure the freedom of 
any people, may be encouraged, and vice and immorality sup- 
pressed, the Great and General Court have thought fit to issue 
this proclamation, commanding and enjoining it upon the good 
people of this colony, that they lead sober, religious, and peace- 



able lives, avoiding all b 1 a s p h r m i e ~ o n t n m p t  of the Holy 
Scriptures, and of the Lord's Day, and all other crimes and I 
misdemeanors, all debauchery, profaneness, corruption, venality, 
all riotous and tumultuous proceedings, tind all immoralitii~s 
whatsoever; and that they decently and reverently attend tlie 
public worship of God, a t  all times acknowledging with grati- 
tude his merciful interposition in their behalf, devoutly confidiiig 
in him, as the God of armies, by whose favor and protection 
alone they may hope for success in their present conflict. 

And all judges, justices, sheriffs, grand-jurors, tytliing-inei ? 
and all other civil officers within this colony, are hereby strictly 
enjoined and commanded that they contribute all in their 
power, by their advice, exertions, and examples, towards a gen- 
eral reformation of manners, and that they bring to condign 
punishment every person who shall commit any of the crimes 
or misdemeanors aforesaid, or that shall be guilty of any imino- 
ralities whatsoever ; and that they use their utmost endeavors to 
have the resolves of the congress and the good and wholesome 
laws of this colony duly carried into execution. 

And as the ministers of the gospel, within this colony, have, 
during the late relaxation of the powers of civil government, 
exerted themselves for our safety, it is hereby recommended to 
them still to continue their virtuous labors for the good of the 
people, inculcating, by their public ministry and private example, 
the necessity of religion, morality, and good order. 

The records of the eouneil, during this visit, show Mr. Adams 
otherwise consulted, as  well as actively employed in different 
committees to regulate the civil and military concerns of the 
colony. He was likewise called npon more than once for his 
advice by the commauder-in-chief. A marked instance was in 
the case of General Lee, who had solicited aut,hority to raise 
volunteers in Connecticut for the purpose of relieving New 
York city from the pressure of Tory combinations. W:isli- 
iiigton, wit,h his habitual prudence, applied himself carefully 
to  consider the extent of his own powers, before he should give 
a favorable answer. Mr. Adams had been a ineinber of the 
committee which had framed his commission and instructions. 
To  him, therefore, he naturally turned for information to guide 
him. The answer which he received was prompt and decisive, 
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and Lee was' forthwith dispatched. Again, Mr. Adams was 
summoned to sit as a member of the council of war, held a t  
head-quarters on the 16th of January, to determine on the 
proper measures to forward the expedition to Canada, and to 
hasten the operations before Boston. Meanwhile, the Provincial 
Convention, by reClecting him, with great unanimity, to serve as  
a delegate to the Federal Congress to the end of the year, 1776, 
signified their approbation of the plan to postpone his assump- 
tion of the judicial robes. I t  was in obedience to this last 
direction, that he, a fourth time, turned his horse's head towards 
Philadelphia. He did it now in company with a colleague 
newly elected, Elbridge Gerry, destined to prove a faithful and 
energetic coadjutor during the remainder of the struggle, and 
a sincere friend so long as he lived. 

Previous to departure, however, he felt it proper to pay a visit 
to head-quarters, an account of which he gave to his wife, as  
follows : - 

" I am determined not to commit a fault, which escaped me 
the last time I set out for the southward. I waited on General 
Thomas, a t  Roxbury, this morning, and then went to Cambridge, 
where I dined a t  Colonel Mifflin's, with the General and lady, 
and a vast collection of other company, among whom were six 
or seven sachems and warriors of the French Caglinawaga 
Indians, with some of their wives and children. A savage 
feast they made of it, yet were very polite in the Indian style. 
One of these sachems is an Englishman, a native of this 
colony, whose name was Williams, captivated in infancy, with 
his mother, and adopted by some kind squaw. Another, I 
think, is half French blood. 

c c  I was introduced to them by the General, as  one of the 
grand council fire at  Philadelphia, which made them prick up 
their ears. They came and shook hands with me, and made 
me low bows and scrapes, &c. In short, I was much pleased 
with this day's entertainment. .The General is to make them 
presents in clothes and trinkets. They have visited the lines a t  
Cambridge, and are going to see those a t  Roxbury. 

To-morrow we mount for the grand council fire, where I 
shall think often of my little brood a t  the foot of Pen~i's hill." 

The travellers reached their destination early in February. 
On the 9th of that month A i r .  Gerry, in presenting their creden- 

17% 
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tials, also furnished the ncw instructions under which they were 
to act. They show another step in the march of events. 

" Whereas John Hancoek, Samuel Adams, John Adams, 
Robert Treat, Paine, and Elbriclgc Gerry, esquires, have been 
chosen, by joint b:dlot of Ihe two houses of Assembly, to 
represent the Colony of Massachusetts Buy in ]New England, 
in the American Congress, until the first day of January, A. D. 

1777 ; 
'L .Resolved, that they, or any one or more of them, arc hereby 

fully empowered, with the delegates from the other Aincrieiiii 
colo~lies, to eo~lcert, direct, and order ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  fnrther nlCasnres :IS 

shall to them appear best calculated for the establishment of 
right and liberty to the American colonies upon a basis per- 
mauent and secure, against the power and art of the British 
:idministration, and guarded against any future encroachments 
of their enemies; with power to adjourn to snch times iind 
places, :is shcill appear most conducive to the public safety and 
advantage." 

Yet, though thus armed by the advancing sentiment of their 
own colony with this significant authority, to L' establish liberty 
upon a permanent basis in America," they were not so happy 
as  to find corresponding progress making among the other 
members. The Middle States, utterly .disappointed by the 
failure of all the applications to Great Britain, and foreseeing 
the tendency to a complete breach, had fallen into a state of 
despondency very unfavorable to energetic measures. Added 
to this, a British emissary, Lord Drurninoinl, iiffecting to. have 
more authority than he probably possessed, had been laboring, 
not without some success, to paralyze exertion. Air .  Adams 
describes this state of things in a letter to his wife, of the 
11th of February, among the most remarkable of his produc- 
tions. The critical event late in the spring" did not fail 
to hiippcn. 

There is a deep anxiety, a kind of thoughtful melancholy, 
and, in some, a lowness of spirits approaching to despondency, 
prcvrtilingthrough the southern colonies, ;it present, very similar 
to what I have often observed in Boston, particuliirly on the 
first news of the port bill, and hist year itbout this time, or a 
little later, when the bad news arrived which dashed their fond 
hopes, with which they had deluded themselves through the 
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ndition, we shall remain, I think, 
me critical event will take place, 

of events, t,he sovereign of the 
world, only knows which way the torrent will be turned. Judg- 

I ling by experience, by probabilities, and by all appearances, I 
1 1conclude i t  will roll on to dominion and glory, though the cir- 

cumstances and consequences may be bloody. 
111 such great changes and commotions, individuals are but 

toms. I t  is scarcely worth while to consider what the conse- 
quences will be to us. What  will be the effects upon present 
and future millions, and millions of millions, is a question very 
interesting to benevolence, natural and ~ h r i s t i a n .  God grant 
they may, and 1 firmly believe they will be happy." 

A more particular attempt to define the nature of Mr. Adams's 
labors in this, the most important crisis of his life, must now 
be made. Some light is shed upon them by the letter of 
Governor Ward, already referred to, dated the 3d of November, 
about three weeks before the appointment of the secret com- 
mittee of foreign affairs. ' In i t  the writer, rejoicing that the 
jealousy entertained of the New England colonies was yielding 
to the pressure of the news from Great Britain, quotes, as a 
proof of it, a remark made in private to himself by one of 
the most pacific of the members, that he was at last ready to 
declare independence, send ambassadors, kc .  I t  thus appears 
that the two points, which had labored the most in the delibera- 
tions previous to this time, were independence, and foreign alli- 
onces. That  Ah'. Adams had been prominent in urging both, 
there can be no doubt. But no clear traces are found of the 
manner in which the discussions were introduced or carried on. 
From his own letters i t  incidentally appears, that of the two 
points, he exerted himself much the most strenuously upon the 
second, and with the most effect upon his hearers. There is 
reason to suppose that a motion was concerted between him 
and Samuel Chase, of Maryland, which was designed to author- 
ize the dispatch of ambassadors to France, clothed with certain 
conditional instructions, the precise character of which is not 
mentioned. This motion was actually made by Mr. Chase, 
and i t  was seconded by Air. Adams. The exact date of it can- 
not be traced. In a letter of the latter to the former, written 
some months later, he alludes to i t  only as having been made 
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last fall," and afterwards L L  murdered." The probability is 
that it was introduced soon after his return late hi September, 
and was discussed a t  intervals through the following mouth. 
Some account of the debate is given by Mr. Adams, in a letter 
of much posterior date, which is valuable as showing tlie precise 
attitude he took 011 this important part of tlie national policy, 
and the extent to which he helped to give i t  the sliape i t  
finally assumed. This later evidence, as  well as tliat of his 
ccAutobiography," so far as  i t  bears on his own opinions, is 
corroborated by the spirit of his letters written a t  the time. It 
is found in a letter to Dr. Rush, dated the 30th of September, 
1805, and the material part is that which follows : - 

L( The truth is, that in consequence of many convers a t' ions 
and consultations between Mr. Chase and me, he made a 
motion in congress in  the fall of this year, 1775, for sending 
ambassadors to France. I seconded the motion. You know 
the state of the nerves of congress a t  that time. Although you 
was not then a member, you had opportunities enough to have 
felt the pulse of that body. Whether the effect of the motion 
resembled the shock of electricity, of mesmerism, or of galvan- 
ism, the most exact,ly, I leave you philosophers to determine ; 
but the grimaces,the agitations and convulsions were very 
great. Knowing tlie composition of congress, you will be a t  no 
loss to conjecture the parts taken in the debate which ensued, 
which was very vehement. 

t L  It was a measure which I had long contemplated, and, as I 
then thought, and have confidently believed from that time to 
this, well digested. 

The principle of foreign affairs, which I then advocated, 
has been the invariable guide of my conduct in sill situations, 
as ambassador in France, Holland, and England, and as Vice- 
President and President of the United States, from tliat hour to 
this. . . . . . This principle was, that we should make no treaties 
of alliance with any European power; that we should consent 
to none but treaties of commerce; that we should separate 
ourselves, as far as possiblc and as long as possible, from all 
European politics and wars. In discussing the variety of 
motions which were made as  substitutes for Air. Chase's, I 

1 See the letter, vol. ix. p. 420. 
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was remarkably cool, and, for me, unusually eloquent. On no 
occasion, before or after, did I ever make a greater impression 
on congress. 

'( Csesar Rodney told me I had opened an entire new field to 
his view, and removed all his difficulties concerning foreign con- 
nections. 

" Air. Duane said to me: W e  all give you great credit for 
that speech ; and we all agree that you have more fully con- 
sidered and better digested the subject of foreign connections 
than any man we have heard speak on the subject.' 

;Although Air.  Dickinson was then offended with me, on 
account of an intercepted letter, and never spoke to me person- 
ally, yet I was told that lie was highly pleased with my senti- 
ments on foreign affairs. 

"After all our argumentation, however, we could not carry 
our motion; but, after twenty subtle projects to get rid of 
it, the wliole terminated in a committee of secret correspond- 
ence." 

The object of securing the assistance of France had been in 
the minds of other members besides Mr. Adams ; and some of 
the patriots, stimulated by the fear that Great Britain would be 
beforehand with them, had been disposed to appeal a t  once to 
the cupidity of that country, by large offers of territory and 
power iu America. Of this number was Patrick Henry.' The 
policy of Air .  Adams seems to have been different, and limited 
exclusively to presenting the inducements of commercial advan- 
tage, and the profits attending a practical monopoly of the 
American trade. He does not appear even to have contem- 
plated asking for direct aid, or embarking in a political alli- 
ance in any event.2 His confidence in the ability of America 
to sustain herself was too great to permit him to consent to any 
sacrifices, to enlist services that might possibly prove to have 
been purchased a t  too dear a. rate. He deemed it the wiser 
course to rely upon other reasoning to obtain his objects, the 
nature of which it is not difficult to conceive. He had studied 
history too closely not to have mastered the relations between 

1 Sec his letter to J. A., vol. iv. p. 201. Likewise Charles Lee's letter, reply- 
ing to his arguments. Sparks's American. Biography, vol. xviii. p. 11 9. 

2 Vol. is.. p. 409. 
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Great Britain and France for the five preceding centuries. 
Through all that period, but one judgment could be formed 
of the causes, which had, almost without an interval, kept those 
nations alienated from each other. Neither did the fear and 
the jealousy of each other's ambition, which had so often broken 
out in open war, appear to have become in the least softened 
by the passage of time. On the contrary, i t  had never been 
more apparent than a t  tlie very last treaty of peace, when the 
pride of the French had received its severest humiliation. 
Instead of the dreams of universal empire, so fondly indulged 
during the brilliant days of the great Louis, they had been 
forced, by the triumphs of their rivals, not merely to submit 
to the sacrifice of that American empire they had labored for 
years to establish, but even to put up with what was harder to 
bear, the dictatorial temper of the most haughty of British 
statesmen. Well aware of the nature of this mortification, 
Mr. Adams saw a t  once how tempting to France was the oppor- 
tunity now offered by the condition of the colonies for severe 
retaliation. I t  is, therefore, not unlikely that the speeches, 
which lie describes as the most eloquent he ever made, were 
filled with the speculations which the occasion suggested, and 
in which his mind had, from his youth, delighted. 

Their nature had, indeed, somewhat changed. It was no 
longer the u turbulent Gallics," who were in the way of the 
establishment of the empire he had forcshndowecl in his early 
visions. They had ceased to be formidable, and in their place 
had come a danger of subjection from the very power in whose 
interests he was then ardently enlisted. It was the aid of those 
very Gallics which he was now earnest to invoke against the 
master, whose obstinacy had led him to play the tyrant. T h i ~ t  
the assembly he addressed should have listened with attention 
to his elucidations of these points, is not a t  all wonderful. To  
most of the members they must have been novel as well as 
striking. Doubtless they had their effect in advancing opinion, 
though not at  the pace tlie speaker desired. There was a lion 
in the way. All the wavering instinctively felt, that to take 
this step wonld be, in the eyes of Britain, the one great sin, for 
which no subsequent contrition could atone. Not even inclc- 
pcndence itself would be so bitter iin injury as tin alliance with 
lier natural enemy. I t  followed that Mr. Adams made few 
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converts, and the motion failed. Somethiiig less militant found 
more favor. A half-way house seemed better to stop at  than 
taldng the jo~uney a t  once. So a secret committee was estab- 
lished, whose business i t  should be to correspond with friends 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and other parts of the world" Like 
a lady's letter, the important part of this was in the postscript. 
T o  people outside i t  was intentionally left a little equivocal, 
but the initiated knew that i t  pointed to France. Yet so 
fearful were the majority of being precipitated into a gait more 
rapid than they liked, that they took care not to put on their 
new committee any of the impetuous men. With the single 
exception of Dr. Franklin, whose European reputation and con- 
ncctions pointed him out, beyond all controversy, as a suitable 
member, all the rest were selected from the most cautious 
and conservative class. The members from New England 
were wholly excluded, and most emphatically that one who 
had been the champion of the policy to which it pointed, John 
Adams. 

In free governments, i t  seldom happens that a person of the 
boldest and most comprehensive mind will serve the purposes 
of a political leader for ordinary times. His conclusions are 
apt to be too far in advance of the ratiocination of those who 
are expected to follow, to keep the chain of influence perfectly 
tight. Burke's character of Charles To\vnsliend happily de- 
scribes the qualities necessary to attain the highest degree of 
power over deliberative assemblies, yet the possession of them 
all may not the less consist, as  they did in his case, with a 
gross deficiency in the higher elements of statesmanship. * 

When no emergency exists, most men will naturally give their 
ear to him who shall succeed in pleasing them best. I t  is only 
the occurrence of some unusual crisis which changes the exi- 
gency, and draws attention away from him who knows only 
how to flatter, to him who is best able to direct. There has 
been a period in the history of this country when the sarcastic 
elocution of John Randolph reigned preeminent over the delib- 
erations of the federal representatives; but what mark has 
Randolph left in his career, that will entitle him to occupy a 
place among American statesmen? Such a part as  his, Air. 
Adams could not have played with success a t  any time of his 
life. His mind was always overleaping the intermediate pro- 
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cesses which absorb so much of the attention of the greater 
number, in order to revel in the vision of resnits they are 
not beginning even to dream of as  possible. This peculiarity, 
visible in him a t  the age of twenty, may be traced through 
the dissertation upon the canon and feudal law, into tlie letters 
to his wife, and down to the speculations upon the marvellous 
vicissitudes of Europe, of his later years. I t  made hiin for 
some time, in congress, a teacher with few scholars. Nor is 
it likely that lie would ever have been otherwise, had it not 
been for the rapid march of events which not only verified 
the wisdom of his words, but called forth an absolute necessity 
of relying upon some energy, like his, for guidance in the diffi- 
culties besetting the path. Not a single individual of the first 
congress had, in point of clear vision of the future, placed him- 
self on the level of Jobeph Hawley or of either Adams. And 
even now that the lapse of eighteen months had brought them 
t o  see somewhat more nearly alike, there was yet a striking 
difference in  their relative capacity to estimate the magnitude 
of what was to come. Few yet understood that they were 
busy in laying tlie foundations of a great empire. They were 
too much occupied with present embarrassments, and in devis- 
ing some sclieme whereby to get back to where they formerly 
stood, to be anxious to meddle with futurity. 

In the midst of this state of feeling appeared the celebrated 
production, called " Common Sense," which, s i~gular ly falling in 
with the temper of the moment, attained a degree of popularity, 
and exerted a force, that, from a calm review of its substance, 
at the present day, it is difficult fully to comprehend. This 
pamphlet was issued a t  Philadelphia whilst Mr. Adams was 
absent at home. Some of the members, who had heard him 
in congress dilate in something of the same strain, were a t  
first disposed to fix the authorship upon him. But however 
agreeable to him the imputation of writing such nervous Eng- 
lish, lie was by no means disposed to share the responsibility 
of many opinions which it expressed. With his customary 
penetration, he a t  once set down tlie writer as  much more 
competent to destroy than to build up ; a judgment fully coii- 
firmed ill after times. His ow11 mind, on the other hand, 
having already reached the limit to which hc considered the first 
of the processes useful, was now absorbed in the reflections 
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necessary to execute the second. The substance of this is 
expressed in the following extract of a letter to his wife, dated 
the 19th of March, 1776 : - 

LL You ask what is thought of Common Sense.' Sensible 
men think there are some whims, some sophisms, some artful 
addresses to superstitious notions, some keen attempts upon 
the passions, in this pamphlet. But all agree there is a great 
deal of good sense delivered in clear, simple, concise, and 
nervous style. His sentiments of the abilities of America, and 
of the difficulty of a reconciliation with Great Britain, arc gen- 
erally approved. But  his notions and plans of continental 
government are not much applauded. Indeed, this writer has 
a better hand in pulling down than building. It has been very 
generally propagated through the continent that I wrote this 
pamphlet. But although I could not have written any thing in 
so manly and striking a style, I flatter myself I should have 
made a more respectable figure as an architect, if I had under- 
taken such a work. This writer seems to have very inadequate 
ideas of what is proper and necessary to be done, in order to 
form constitutions for single colonies, as well as  a great model 
of union for the whole." 

Of all the colonies, those of the south stood most in need of 
revising their existing institutions, in order to adapt them to 
the novel state of things occasioned by the Revolution. They 
had been founded upon the recognition of au exclusive principle, 
which, though much modified in its operation by the equalizing 
tendencies at work in all communities of short date, could 
not fail steadily to extend its sway with the increase of prop- 
erty and the growth of local and family associations. Virginia, 
especially, under the legislation which had hitherto prevailed, 
had been raising into permanency a strong landed aristocracy. 
Already there existed entails of enormous tracts in the hands 
of single families, the steady operation of which, in every case, 
could only be barred by some special interference of the legis- 
lature. And, superinduced upon this, a species of villenage 
"was just growing into form, through the subjection, by means 
of the commercial greediness of Britain, ofxatives of Africa 
as  serfs to the soil. Thus, to use the words of one of her 
own historians, fi an aristocracy neither of talent, nor learning, 
nor moral worth, but of landed and slave interest, was fos- 

VOL. I .  18 
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tered." From the special class thus nursed into distinction 
were drawn the members of the executive council, the judicial 
oibcers down to those of tlic county courts, and even the repre- 
scntatives to the popular branch of the legislature. Under the 
natural tendency of habits of authority to confirm power, this 
system became so strong, that portions of i t  resisted all the 
influence which Air. Jefferson exercised in his lifetime, and are 
by no means annihilated to this day. The course of events 
a t  Philadelphia had roused many leading men of that colony 
to the observation of the obstacles interposed by it to the 
establishment of popular institutions. Among the number, the 
most earnest and anxious were Patrick Henry, the Lees, George 
Wythe, and others of the most decided advocates of indepen- 
dence. They felt the necessity of commencing a reform by 
going a t  once to the root of the government itself. Here they 
were naturally brought into consultation with the delegates 
from New England, already long familiarized with the working 
of the most republican system then known in the world. To 
John Adains, who united to much study of the theory of 
government at  large a thorough acquaintance with the par- 
ticular forms of his own colony, they frequently recurred for 
advice. He -was not unaware of the nature of the embar- 
rassments in which they were involved, nor without anxiety as  
to their effect in delaying the general results which he had 
most : ~ t  heart. Thedelegates from Virginia had never been - 
entirely jggte& in their policy, one portion of them always 
holding back against energetic measures, so that he felt t11e 
necessity of doing something to establish the preponderance of 
the other. A remarkable letter of his, called forth in part by 
the acts to restrain the trade of the colonies, addressed to Gen- 
eral Gates, a t  this time resident in that colony, explains the 
matter very clearly. 

23 March, 1776.  

6' I agree with you that, in politics, the middle way is none a t  
all. If we finally fail in this great and glorious contest, it will 
be by bewildering ourselves in groping after this middle way. 
W e  have hitherto conducted half a war ; acted upon the line 

1 Howison's History of Virginia, vol. ii. p. 201. This work is written with - 
merit tor w11id1 the author seems to have received scarcely any rcwanl. Lite- 
rature is a sickly plant where the sun burns so fiercely that labor is deputed. 
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of defence, kc., kc .  ; but you will see by to-morrow's paper that, 
for the future, we are likely to wage three quarters of a war. 
The continental ships of war, and provincial ships of war, and 
letters of marque, and privateers, are permitted to cruise on 
British property, wherever found on the ocean. This is not 
independency, you know. Nothing like it. If a post or two 
more should bring you unlimited latitude of trade to all nations, 
and a polite invitation to all nations to trade with you, take 
care that you do not call i t  or think it independency. No such 
matter. Independency is a hobgoblin of such frightful mien, 
that i t  would throw a delicate person into fits to look it in the 
face. 

" I know not whether you have seen the act of parliament, 
called the restraining act, or piratical act, or plundering act, or 
act of independency, for by all these titles it is called. I think 
tlie most apposite is, the act of independency. For king, lords, 
and commons have united in sundering this country from that, 
I think, forever. It is a complete dismemberment of the British 
empire. It  throws thirteen colonies out of the royal protection, 
levels all distinctions, and makes us independent in spite of our 
supplications and entreaties. It may be fortunate that the act 
of independency should come from the British parliament, 
rather than the American congress; but i t  is very odd that 
Amrricans should hesitate at  accepting such a gift from them. 

a However, my dear friend Gates, all our misfortunes arise 
from a single source, tlie reluctance of the southern colonies to 
republican government. The success of this war depends on a 
skilful steerage of the political vessel. The difficulty lies in 
forming particular constitutions for particular colonies, and a 
continental constitution for the whole. Each colony should 
establish i t s  own government, and then a league should be 
formed between them all. This can be done only on popular 
principles and axioms, which are so abhorrent to the inclinations 
of the barons of the south, and .the proprietary interests in the 
Middle States, as well as  to that avarice of land which has 
made on this continent so many votaries to mammon, that I 
sometimes dread the consequences. However, patience, forti- 
tude, and perseverance, with the help of time, will get us over 
these obstructions. Thirteen colonies, under such a form of 
government as Connecticut, or one not quite so popular, leagued 



208 LIFE O F  J O H N  ADAMS. 

together in a faithful confederacy, might bid defiance against all 
the potentates of Europe, if united agailist them." 

Impressed by the cogency of these views, as presented by 
Air. Adams in frequent conversations a t  Philadelphia, Richard 
Henry Lee thought a more extended and beneficial use might be 
made of them if they could be reduced to writillgin a definite 
plan, and circulated in Virginia prior to the assembling of the 
body to which it was proposed to  intrust the rrconstrtiction of 
their government. To  his solicitation Mr. Adams had yielded, 
by addressing' to him a short letter, comprising the main ele- 
ments of the system which he most approved. This letter, 
dsited the 15th of November, 1775, is found in another part of 
this work.' It was carried to Virginia by Mr. Lee, and cir- 
culated among his friends, in manuscript. Copies were taken, 
some of which in:ule their way into the hands of persons still 
attached to Great Britain, by whom they were sent across the 
Atlantic, and laid before ministers, as further evidence of the 
settled policy of the American rebels. But, findingthis sketch 
too brief to convey his full meaning, Mr. Adams responded to 
other applications, by composing an essay, in the form of a 
letter to  George Wythe, which was committed to the press, 
under the title of Thoughts on Government, applicable to the 
Present State of the American Colonies. In a Letter from a 
Gentleman to his Friend." 3 This pamphlet was a t  once for- 
warded to Virginia, where the proposed convention was about to 
assemble. I t  was regarded by the aristocratic party as so clanpr- 
ous, that an answer was immediately prepared in Philadelphia, 
and transmitted to Williamsburgh for publication in the Vir- 
ginia Gazette, on the very day of the meeting. These two 
essays have not yet entirely lost their interest. They may be 
regarded as embodying classes of opinions, prevalent in the 
two leading colonies of North America, on the subject of gov- 
ernment, before the Revolution. But  the influence of Henry 
and the Lees, and Mason, and Wythe, and, most of all, of 
Thomas Jefferson, was decisive in bringiiigvirginia to renounce 
tlie system of an executive and senate for life, and a triennial 

1 Vol. iv. pp. 185-187. 
2 One instance is casually mentioned by Mr. Hog:, the agent of the Transyl- 

vania proprietors. Force's American Archives, 4th series. vol. iv. p. 5-13, 
3 Val. iv. pp. 193-200. 
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representation, advocated in the publication a t  Wi l l iam~bur~l i ,  
and to model her system more nearly in accordance with the 
republican tendencies of the communities established in the 
n0rth.l 

But i t  was not to Virginia alone that the speculations of Mr. 
Aclams, at this time, proved useful. North Carolina, her neigh- 
bor, was likewise preparing for the transition to an independent 
State, by iiitroducing the forms necessary to maintain it. The 
legislature, through the chairman of a committee appointed to 
project a constitution, Mr. Burke, made an application to him 
for his advice, which was given in an answer of much the same 
tenor with the published tract. This answer was not found 
until the year 1346, when, with the other papers of Governor 
Burke, it fell into the possession of the Historical Society of 
that State. I t  differs only in the language from the pamphlet. 
A third letter, of the same tenor, came to light in  a volume pub- 
lished by John Taylor, of Caroline, in Virginia, in the year 1814. 
This had been obtained from John Penn, who represented North 
Carolina in the continental congress. It  is not improbable that 
Mr. Adams wrote others of the same sort, of which he kept 110 

copies, but which may, in course of time, likewise appear. I11 
this way his sentiments were so extensively diffused as mate- 
rially to guide the public mind in the construction of many of 
the State constitutions. The immediate effect was particularly 
visible in those adopted b y N e w  York and North Carolina, the 
lastof which remained unchanged for sixty years, and a t  the 
time of its amendment, in 1836, was the only one left of the 
constitutions adopted a t  the Revolution; and the remoter in- 
fluence has remained to these times. 

It  is very true that the outline of the system thus recom- 
mended contains the same features, in the main, which are found 
ill the colonial charters of New England, and are in  them taken 
from the constitutional forms of the mother country. Sir. 
Adams had made them the study of his life, and fully believed 
that they rested upon general principles of the highest possible 
value. He had little of the purely scheming temper that has 
led some of the noblest minds of the world to devise systems 
of their own, ingenious, and sometimes imposing, but utterly 

1 Patrick Henry's anxiety on this point may be judged by. his letter published 
in this work, vol. iv. p. 202. 

I 18* N 
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wanting in practical adaptation to the feelings and habits of 
those for whose use they were intended. He  had studied Plato, 
and Montesqnieu, Milton, Loeke, and Harrington, quite as prof- 
itably to avoid their errors as to-  heed their counsels. Had i t  
been otherwise, nothing could have been more easy than to have 
seized the finest opportunity ever yet presented for the intro- 
duction of new theories into the social system, to make experi- 
merits not less specious than any proposed by them, and quite 
as  visionary. The people, though attached by habit to the 
old forms, were very open to  receive new impressions. Their 
ideas upon government in general were not a little crude. 
Mr. Adams did not permit himself to  be led astray by any of 
these temptations. Conservative by temperament and educa- 
tion, he applied his mind to the task of saving whatever expe- 
rience had proved to be valuable in the British constitutional 
forms, and cutting off only those portions which were not 
adapted to the feelings, manners, habits, and principles of a 
young nation oppressed by no burdens transmitted from a ruder 
age, and deranged by no abuses, the offspring of bilrbiirous 
force. The skill with which this was done may be best under- 
stood from the result. For it is undeniable that the success of 
the constitutions, adopted in the respective States, has proved 
proportionate to the degree of their approximation to the ~311-  

oral features of his plan. In Pennsylvania, in which happened 
the grcatebt deviation, likewise happened the most serious disor- 
ders to the publie peace ; Â¥ hilat in that, as -\vcll a s  in other States, 
a conviction of error led the people in no long time to copy 
more or less closely the common model. From that day to 
this, the public sentiment has remained so firmly settled in tlic 
United States, that in all the revisions, or creations called for 
by the rise of new communities, the incidental modifications 
that have been made, however much they may affect the essence, 
never change the form. 

I t  is to be particularly noted, however, in speaking of the 
various letters written by Mr. Adarns a t  this time, that tliuy all 
agree in one thing, and that is, in viewing the States as nations 
wholly independent of each other, and needing no bond of union 
stronger than a single federal assembly of representatives fairly 
apportioned, wit11 authority sacredly confined to cases of war, 
trade, disputes between the States, the post-office, and the com- 



mon territories. This shows that the writer had not yet devoted 
so much thought to this branch of the subject as it required. At 
the present day, aided by the light of past experience, it appears 
palpable enough that, in order to make any assembly of the sort 
truly important and respected, it is necessary to clothe it with 
sufficient power to enforce its decrees, and that this, in its 
turn, involves the necessity of having at  command some sources 
of revenue independent of the will of the constituent bodies. 
Inattention to this point was the cause of the failure of the 

1 
experiment of confederation. As yet, Mr. Adams shared the 
general confidence in the disposition of the respective States to 
abide by all their engagements in one spirit, however onerous 
they might become. It was expecting too much regularity 
from human nature, which only succeeds in educing a tolerably 
fixed average result from a well-established variety of uncer- 
tainties. The failure of any one State had bad effects far 
beyond its own circle, for i t  furnished a plausible excuse for the 
others to do likewise. That republican jealousy which seeks to - 
cut off all power from fear of abuses, sometimes does quite as  
much harm as if i t  created a despotism. For it inevitably 
brings round an unanswerable application of the proverb, to 
which arbitrary men, the world over, have appealed in justifica- 
tion of every stretch of their sway. 
I How well Air. Adams comprehended this, a t  a later moment, It will appear hereafter. I t  is sufficient now to say t'hat his advice; 

system in the several States that they were able to bear with 
ease the development that has since been made of it. And, 
further, i t  is proper to note this as the date when, having gone 
as far as he felt i t  to be necessary in the labor of removing 

4 
in the early part of 1776, greatly aided so to shape the social - 
obstacles to independence, he began to direct his attention more 
closely to the consolidation of a new system, designed before 
long to be substituted for the old. 

Not that the struggle for independence was yet over, how- 
ever. Far from it. Parties hadbecome pretty distinctly drawn 
in the congress ; and although an impression was gaining, that 
they must come to i t  in the end, yet many members viewed 
with undiminished repugnance any act that might tend to bring 
i t  nearer. The notion, that commissioners would yet be sent 
from Great Britain, bearing up the olive branch which had once 
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been so haughtily trampled under foo s held out o - - - - 
some, and cherished in secret by more. Among these, "with 1 - 
various, modifications of opinion dilrinqthe struggle, are to be 
reckoned most of the delegates of the Middle States, about half 
of tliose from the south, and here and there a member from 
New England. On tlie opposite side were an-ayed a majority 
of Massachusetts and Virginia, supported by New England and 
scattering members from other States, but, most of all, by the 
pressure of the army leaders, and of the popular sentiment eon- 
clensed by the appeal of '' Common Sense." In  the first class 
may be numbered H a ~ ~ i s o n  and Braxton, of Virginia ; Lynch, 
Middleton, and Edward Rutledge, of South Carolina ; Hooper, 
of North Carolina; Goldsborough and Johnson, of Maryland; 
Dickinson, Morris, Wilson, and Willing, of Penusylvnnia ; Wil- 
liam Livingston, of New Jersey; Duane, R. R. Liviugston, 
and Jay, of New York. Of the seconcl class were Wythe, 
Jefferson, and the Lees, of Virginia; Gadsden and John Rut- 
ledge, of South Carolina; Chase, of Maryland ; McKean and 
Rodney, of Delaware ; Franklin, of Peiinsylvani:~ ; Serge-int, 
of New Jersey, and almost all the New England delegates. 

Among them, John Adams now beg111 to take tlie at n. t' ion 
"which Iiis superior powers of debate, his intellectual vigor, 
his learning, and the earnestness of his will, naturally give 
him. Not a t  all suited to be a chief, when much dppencls 
on a spirit of accommodation to  the whims or the longings 
of individuals held together by fleeting considerations of pcr- 
sonal or public interest, he was yet eminently qualified to 
stand forth the exponent of a clear, strong, and noble plan 
of action in a time of danger, to weld the determined into 
the wedge of his iron energy, to harden the "wavering into the 
fixedness of his unfaltering purpose, and to shame the cow- 
ardly, a t  least so far as  to deter them from disturbing their 
brethren with their fears. His speeches and exhortations, re- 
peated on every f a i  opportunity throughout this period, were 
probably little like the brilliant philosophical speculations of 
Burke, the offspring of full and matured study, designed not 
so much to move present auditors, as to remain the delight 
of numberless generations of the British race, but rather the 
spontaneous dictation of a mind filled with the reasoning de- 
ducible from principles long and firmly rooted, of feelings 
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in the success of a noble cause, and of an  
awake to the splendors of the ultimate tri- 

ubtless must have added to the effect of this 
the stimulus of antagonism, which gave its 

uperlative force to the models of ancient oratory, and without 
'Inch none can ever hope to attain its utmost degree of power 
ver men. 

Of the precise nature of these appeals no record remains, 
er made. The only not,ion which can be 

be drawn from an analysis of the elements 
haracter. This would yield a vehement 

f the refinements. of rhetoric, a lofty morality, 
ng of a heart pure before God, confirmed 

i n  its integrity by the training of years, and a lively sensi- 
bility, which could summon for the exigency of a great cause 
he resources of a deeply laid, if not extended, education, as 
ell as the treasures of a vivid fancy. The language which 

the natural outpouring of such a combination of quali- 
contain the greatest amount of moral power that can 

e addressed by one man to the ears of his fellows, but i t  can- 
ch beyond the charmed circle. The same 

words would never raise the same sensations among new men, 
in other times and places, however carefully they might be 
prepared for their admiration. 

I t  is probable that the period embraced between the 9th of 
February, the day of his return to Philadelphia, and the end of 

most laborious and exciting of Mr. Adams's 
r for a moment does he appear to have lost 

agnitude of the work in which he had engaged. 
t three millions of men were to declare their own 

that a nation was to come into being for a 
. To this end he was for pushing forward a t  

nce all the preliminary steps. On the 12th of April he wrote 
o his wife much in the spirit'of his letter to Gates, that the 

ed for, had a t  last been gained. " The ports 
enough a t  last, and privateers are allowed to 
trade. This is not independency, you know. 

y, government in every colony, a confederation 
and treaties with foreign nations to acknowledge 
tate, and all that. When these things will be 
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done, or any of them, time must discover. Perhaps the time 
is near, perhaps a great way off." To Patrick Henry he de- 
scribed the natural progress of events which he anticipated. " It 
has ever appeared to me," he said, that the natural course and 
order of things was this ; for every colony to institute a govern- 
ment; for all the colonies to confederate, and define the limits 
of the continentu.1 constitution ; then, to declare the colonies a 
sovereign State, or a number of confederated States ; and, last 
of all, to form treaties with foreign powers. But I fear we 
cannot proceed systematically, and that we shall be obliged to 
declare ourselves independent States, before we confederate, 
and, indeed, before all the colonies have established their gov- 
ernments." Here was the threefold cord of a system which i t  
was certainly best to have woven evenly together a t  once, but 
yet which would not fail in strength, if labor could effect its 
combination in any way a t  all. 

The manner in which Mr. Adams has himself reviewed the 
jom'nals of congress during this period, and noted the course of 
things from day to day, with the obstructions and delays inter- 
posed in the way of action, renders it unnecessary here to do 
more than touch upon the chief results. Two years had effected 
a union of the colonies for defence, and a c'oiirec11ieiit inilita- 
ry organization so actively engaged in the field to sustain 
the common cause as to dislodge the British forces from Boston, 
the spot where the process of compulsory obedience had been 
commenced. The ports, which had been injudiciously closed 
under the fallacious notion of forcing Great Britain to choose 
between concession and national bankruptcy, were now opened 
wide to trade, and attempts had been made to establish a 
temporary system of finance. Virginia had led the way in 
summoning an assembly for the purpose of constituting some 
permanent form of government, to meet the new emergency. 
Every thing was tending to independence, but nothing decisive 
had yet been done. The people of Massachusetts had declared 
themselves ready, whilst their delegates in Virginiii and North 
Carolina were on the verge of a declaration ; but New Hamp- 
shire was still divided, and the Middle States presented an 
almost unbroken front of opposition. The strongest objections 
dime from those delegates who either had no instructions of any 
kind, or who pleaded positive injunctions to stay their action. 
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New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, rendered uneasy by 
rumors early in circulation of designs held by some to bring 
about independence, had given explicit directions that no such 
propositions should be listened to. And Maryland, not content 
with general prohibitions, had aimed a blow a t  John Adams, 
by calling in question the motives of his action. That colony 
instructed her delegates to move a self-denying ordinance, which 
should cut off the possibility of accelerating the apprehended 
result by influences growing out of the establishment of places 
of honor and profit under a new state of things. Mr. Adams 
was known to have accepted the post of chief justice of the 
revived superior court of Massachusetts. He  i t  was, too, that 
was understood to be most vehement in pushing the three parts 
of a plan of independence. Hence the stroke aimed a t  him, 
but really intended to paralyze the vital energy of that plan. 
Its effect in congress seems to have been next to nothing; 
but it indicated a spirit of resistance in one branch of the 
confederacy, little auspicious of harmony in its future coun- 
sels. 

Neither was the prospect of effecting favorable changes par- 
ticularly cheering. Some delegates "were timid, many inclined 
rather to recede than to go forward, and all averse to an irrev- 
ocable breach. Solicitation had been exhausted. The ob- 
stacles continued firmly fixed as ever. Nothing remained to 
be done but to surmount them. An appeal might be made 
from the representative bodies to the people themselves, and 
instructions procured, in their turn, f o r  the instructors. After 
consultation, i t  seems to have been agreed that this should be 
done. The labor of the experiment was divided. T o  Samuel 
Chase was assigned the task of organizing county meetings 
in Maryland, which should overawe their respective delegates. 
He left Philadelphia at  once, and proceeded on his errand. The 
condition of the New Jersey assembly not being considered so 
unpromising, Jonathan Dickinson sergeant determined to resign 
his place in congress that he  might repair to Trenton, and act 
with more efficiency there. With regard to Pennsylvania, the 
cooperation between the popular leaders of Philadelphia and 
their friends in congress was direct and easy. The Lees and 
the Aclamses were on the spot, to set in motion whatever meas- 
ure might be deemed likely to be of use. 
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Something of this kind, evidently intended to  operate in the 
manner designated, seems to have been prepared by Mr. Adams, 
but it is uncertain whether i t  was ever acted upon. In tlie 
absence of any record in the journals of congress, which per- 
petuate only results, i t  is not possible to determine this point. 
A draft, in his handwriting, remains, which is deserving of 
notice in the progressive movements of this time. I t  runs as  
follows : - 

ti Whereas the present state of America and the crnel efforts 
of our enemies render the most perfect and cordial union of tlie 
colonies, and the utmost exertions of their strength necessary for 
the preservation and establishment of their liberties, therefore, 

" Resolved, that it be recommended to the several assemblies 
and conventions of these United Colonies, who have limited 
the powers of their delegates in this congress by any express 
instructions, that they repeal or suspend those instructions for a 
certain time, that this congress may have power, without any 
unnecessary obstruction or embarrassment, to concert, direct, 
and order such further measures as may seem to them ncces- 
sary for the defence and preservation, support and establishment 
of right and liberty in these colonies." 

The sameness of this language with that used in the Massa- 
chtisetts instructions, brought with him on his last return, shows 
whence Mr. Adams took his foundation. And had tlie other 
colonial assemblies been equally prepared to vest the desired clis- 
cretion in their delegates, there can be no doubt that it would 
have sufficiently answered the purpose. The difficulty was 
that some of them were averse to conferring any authority that 
was likcly to hazard an irreparable breach with the mother 
country ; and this aversion was too well fixed to be shaken by 
fair-spoken supplications. But  there was an objection to such 
a form of resolution beyond and above this. It asked for a 
temporary suspension of instructions, in order to do acts of an 
irrevocable character. It was measuring the intelligence of the 
objectors by a low standard, to suppose them not likdy to scc 
the drift of such a proposition, and if they should adopt it 
without seeing, i t  was a t  best gaining tlie object by a deception. 
Possibly considerations like these may have led to tlic laying 
aside of this iu favor of a better measure. The tenacity of the 
Pennsylvania assembly had been proved a short time before. It 
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was not to be dissolved by solicitation. The minority, repre- 
senting the popular feeling of the colony, which had been long 
struggling almost against hope for the adoption of its views, 
was wellnigh tired out. All began to see that the obstacle lay 
in the proprietary form of government, which gave a dispropor- 
tionate share of power to particular classes, and that nothing 
would avail to remove i t  which did not strike a t  once a t  the 
root of its authority. Hence they began to look about for 
something more comprehensive and determinate. 

The preparation of such a filial measure seems to have been 
devolved upon John Adams. He brought i t  forward accord- 
ingly, on the sixth day of May, in the shape of a resolution. 
Whether i t  was originally in the words ultimately adopted, the 
journal furnishes no means of ascertaining. All that is known 
is, that after debate continued until the 9th, i t  then assumed 
its last shape. The wavering representatives of one colony 
asked another day's delay before taking the question, which was 
granted. On the lo th ,  the decision was made, and the resolu- 
tion passed in these words : - 

Resolved, that i t  be recommended to the respective assem- 
blies and conventions of the United Colonies, where no govern- 
ment sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs hath been 
hitherto established, to adopt such government as  shall, in the 
opinion of the representatives of the people, best conduce to 
the happiness and safety of their constituents in particular, and 
America in general." 

Yet, even with this success, the result was not precisely 
adequate to cover the emergency. It was a recommendation, 
and nothing more. No necessity existed to notice it, if the 
assemblies were not so disposed. The Pennsylvaniaiis, for 
example, could maintain that they had a government quite 
sufficient for the exigencies of their affairs, and, therefore, that 
they stood in no need of change. The force of this objection 
must have made itself felt in the course of the debate, for 
immediately after the adoptiort of the measure, a motion was 
carried to this effect: - 

L6 Resolved, that a committee of three be appointed to pre- 
pare a preamble to the foregoing resolution. 

The members chosen, Mr. J. Aclams, Mr. Rutledge, and Mr. 
R. H. Lee." 

VOL. I. 19 
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This committee reported a draft, on the 13th, which was 
debated and passed on the 15th. I t  was in these words : - 

Whereas his Britannic Majesty, in conjunction with the 
lords and commons of Great Britain, has, by a late act of par- 
liament, excluded the inhabitants of these United Colonies from 
the protection of his crown ; and, whereas, no answer whatever 
to the humble petitions of the colonies for redress of grievances 
and reconciliation with Grcat Britain has been or is likely to be 
given ; but the whole force of that kingdom, aided by foreign 
mercenarics, is to be exerted for the destruction of the good 
people of these colonies; and, whereas, i t  appears absolutely 
irreconcilable to reason and good conscience for the people of 
these colonies now to take the oaths and affirmations necessary 
for the support of any government under the crown of Great 
Britt~in, and it is necessary that the exercise of every kind of 
authority under the said crown should be totally suppressed, 
and all the powers of governinent exerted under the authority 
of the people of the colonies, for the preservation of internal 
peace, virtue, and good order, as  well as  for the defence of their 
lives, liberties, and properties against the hostile invasions and 
cruel depreciations of their enemies ; therefore, resolved," kc.  

This blow struck home. The next day the active members 
of the popular party in Philadelphia were called to mcct to 
consider what steps should be taken in consequence of the disso- 
lution of their government, as published that morning. At the 
same date, Mr. Adams, in writing to his friend, General Palmer, 
and quoting the preamble almost exactly from memory, added 
these words: Li Yesterday the Gordian knot was cut. If such a 
resolution had been passed twelve months ago, as it ought to 
have been, and i t  was not my fault that it was not, how different 
would have been our situation! Tlie advantages of such a 
measure were pointed out very particularly twelve months 
stgo. But then we must petition and negotiate, and the people 
were not ripe! I believe they were as  ripe then as they are 
now." 

The resistance to this measure continued strenuous even after 
it was felt to be unavailing. Air. Duane protested against it, to  
the last. He called it L L  a piece of ineehiinisrn to work out 
independence ; but he supposed the votes had been numbered, 
and it must pass." He did not overrate its importance. The 
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foundation of the British authority had been subverted. The 
people were now the only source of power. 

The seventeenth of May was Sunday. Mr. Adams went to 
hear the Rev. Air. Duffield preach upon the signs of the times, 
who likened the conduct of George the Third to that of Pharaoh 
to the Israelites, and concluded that Providence intended the 
liberation of the Americans, as it had done theirs. The auditor 
returned home, and, writing to his wife, thus followed out the 
train of ideas occasioned by the discourse. 

'( Is it not a saying of Moses, ( Who am I, that I should go in 
and out before this great people ? ' When I consider the great, 
events which are passed, and those greater which are rapidly 
advancing, and that I may have been instrumental in touching 
some springs, and turning some small wheels, which have had 
and will have such effects, I feel an awe upon my mind, which 
is not easily described. Great Britain has at  last driven Ainer- 
ica to the last step, a complete separation from her; a total, 
absolute independence, not only of her parliament, but of her 
crown. For such is the amount of the resolve of the 15th. 
Confederation among ourselves or alliances with foreign nations 
are not necessary to a perfect separation from Britain. That 
is effected by extinguishing all authority under the crown, par- 
liament, and nation, as the resolution for instituting govern- 
merits lias done to all intents and purposes. Confederation 
will be necessary for our internal concord, and alliances may 
be so for our external defence." 

But although the stronghold of ~ r i t i b h  anthority had been 
laid in ruins, something was left to do in order to overcome 
the inertness that follows the abandonment of active opposition. 
In Pei~nsylvania, where resistance had been the most dogged, 
and a t  which the stroke of the 15th of May had been especially 
aimed, i t  was not enough simply to take the strength out of 
the assembly. A new power was to be created in its place, a 
power based upon the popular will. This necessity had been 
foreseen and provided for. ~ i v e  days after the passage of the 
preamble, the public meeting was held of the citizens of Phila- 
delphia, a t  which it was determined to act at  once upon its 
recoininendation. The mode selected was an invitation to the 
people of the different counties in the province to send commit- 
tees to a conference in Philadelphia, to mature the arrangements 
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for calling a convention of tlie people. The ball thus set rolling, 
could no longer be checked in its course. It was in vain that 
the old assembly manifested a disposition to yield so far as to 
rescind tlie obnoxious instructions which had occasioued the 
trouble. Tlie few of the minority who liad long clung to the 
hope of bringing it a t  last into line, had been compelled to 
abandon it,. Many members ceased to attend its deliberations, 
and the body showed signs of incurable languor, the forerunner 
of speedy dissolut,ion. I11 the mean while t'he conference of 
committees took place on the 18th of June, and the next day 
tliey unanimously passed the following vote : - 

b i  Resolved, that the government of this province is not com- 
petcut to the exigencies of our affairs." 

After that, nothing, of course, was left but to make arrange- 
ments to provide, as early as possible, a substitute. Through 
all the proceedings there is reason to presume that tlie chief 
agents were acting in constant consultation with the leading 
advocates of independence in congress. 

Things were now verging on every side to the same point. 
North Carolina had conferred thc necessary powers to vote for 
independence and foreign alliances us early as  the 12th of April. 
And now came tlie news from Richard Lee/ to Air. Adams, 
tlriit on tlie very day of tlie passage of the significant preamble 
in congress, the 15th of May, the convention of Virginia had 
gone a step further, and had instructed their delegates to propose 
independence. Authority to assent to its natural consequences, 
a confederation and foreign alliances, followed as a matter of 
course. On tlie other hand, the convent,ion of Massachusetts 
had referred tlie subject back to the people, to be considered and 
acted upon a t  their primary town meetings, and the responses 
had been for some time coming in unequivocally enough. So 
decided was the feeling that Joscpli Hawley, impatient of the 
delay, was stimnlat,ing the nowise reluctant Gerry to greater 
exertions. Perceiving these encouraging indications in opposite 
quarters, the friends of independence now consulted together, 
and made up their minds that the moment had come for a 

1 A delegate from the county of Westmoreland, and not 'Richard Henry Lee, 
wlin was i n  COIK'~CSS at the time. I n  the earlier impressions of this work, a 
~ni?takc was iiiailc in printing this letter an11 the answer to it, of which it is 
proper here to give notice. See vol. ix. pp. 371-5, 389. 

t 



LIFE OF JOIIN ADAMS. 231 

final demonstration. Resolutions, embracing the three great 
points, were carefully matured, which i t  was arranged that 
Richard Henry Lee, on behalf of the delegates of Virginia, 
should present, and John Adams should second, for Massachu- 
setts. The movement took place, accordingly, on the 7th of 
June. It appears on the journal, recorded with the customary 
caution, as follows : - 

Certain resolutions respecting independency being moved 
and seconded, - 

ic Resolved, that the consideration of them be referred till to- 
morrow morning ; and that the members be enjoined to attend 
punctually a t  ten o'clock, in order to take the same into their 
considcration." 

I t  was well that a measure of so momentous a character 
should be accompanied with as much of the forms of notice 
and special assignment as the body could properly give to it. 

The record of what passed a t  the appointed time has come 
down to us very barren of details. W e  only know that the 
resolutions were referred to the committee of the whole, where 
they were debated with great spirit during that day, Saturday, 
and again on Monday, the loth, by which time i t  had become 
quite clear that a majority of the colonies were prepared to 
adopt the first and leading resolution. This majority was com- 
posed of the four New England, and three out of the four 
southern colonies. But it being deemed unadvisable to place 
this great act upon so narrow a basis, and a prospect being held 
out of securing a more general concurrence by delaying the 
decision, a postponement until the first of July was effected by 
a change of the votes of two colonies. hi the mean while, 
however, as i t  was thought suitable to accompany the act with 
an elaborate exposition of the causes which were held to justify 
it, a committee was ordered to have in charge the preparation 
of such a paper in season for the adjourned debate. 

But it was not on this point alone that the action of the mcm- 
bers was in the nature of a foregone conclusion. I t  is plain 
that the greater number of those who yet hesitated, were only 
held back by considerations of expediency from committing 
themselves openly to what they felt was as  inevitable as i t  was 
in all respects right and proper. A strong proof of this is to be 
found in the fact, that on the 11th of June the two great corol- 

19 * 
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laries of the main proposition were taken up and adopted. At 
the same time that Thomas Jeflerson, John Adams, Benjamin 
Fr~inklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston, all but 
the last named bcingof the movement, were appointed the 
committee to prepare a declaration, as mentioned, the congress 
formally voted a second committee, with powers to prepare and 
digest a form of confederation to be entered into between the 
colonies; and yet a third, to mature a plan of treaties to be 
proposed to  foreign powers. In this compass were included all 
the elements of national sovereignty abroad and a t  home. The 
contest of the preceding year had not been conducted without 
its effect in exalting the merchants, and lawyers, and planters, 
and mechanics of a new and obscure region, remote from the 
great centres of civilization, into a body of statesmen alive t o  
the consciousness of a position from which they were to pro- 
vide new channels for tlie political instruction of the world. 

On the 12th of June, the members were selected to serve on 
the last named committees. Of the Massachusetts delegates, 
Samuel Adams was assigned to the first, whilst John Adains 
was placed on that which related to foreign powers. He was, 
however, surrounded by men not of his counsels. John Dick- 
inson, Harrison, and Robert Morris constituted a majority of 
the committee, and hitherto they had not been of the pioneers. 

Still another positive measure followed. The journal of the 
same d:iy records that - 

L C  Congress took into consideration tlie report of the committee 
on a war-office ; whereupon - 

L C  Resolved, that a committee of congress be appointed by the 
name of a board of war and ordnance, to consist of five mcm- 
bers." 

The members appointed to this committee, the next. day, 
were J. Adams, Sherman, Harrison, Wilson, and E. Rutledge ; 
and Richard Peters was elected secretary. Of the five named, 
only tlic first two had been numbered as of the movement; but 
this distinction was rapidly waning out. 

These successive elections sufficiently display the change 
which was passing over the spirit of the congress. Samuel and 
John Adams were rapidly advancing in influence. The former 
was on the committee to prepare a form of confcdcration. T h e  

- latter was second on that to report a declaration of independ-. 
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ence, the lead, as uslia1,-being given to lTirginia ;-he was like- 
wise on the committee of five, to prepare a plan of treaties 
with foreign nations, associated with but a single coadjutor in 
the struggle to arrive a t  that object, Dr. Franklin ; and he was 
placed a t  the head of the bureau designed to be the channel 
through which congress proposed to direct the war. No more 
decisive testimony to his energy could have been given by that 
body. A few clays before these events, Mr. Aclams had written 
to William Gushing a letter in which he had indulged his fancy 
in fixing the term of his necessary labors, before he could come 
and take his place beside his friend on the bench of the superior 
court. 

" Objects," he said, of the most stupendous magnitude, and 
measures in which the lives and liberties of millions yet unborn 
are intimately interested, are now before us. W e  are in the 
very midst of a revolution the most complete, unexpected, and 
remarkable of any in the history of nations. A few impor- 
tant subjects must be dispatched before I can return to my 
family. Every colony must be induced to institute a perfect 
government. AU the colonies must confederate together in 
some solemn bond of union. The congress must declare the 
colonies free and independent States, and ambassadors must 
be sent abroad to foreign conrts, to solicit their acknowledgment 
of us as sovereign States, and to form with them, a t  least with 
some of them, commercial treaties of friendship and alliance. 
When these things are once conlpleted, I shall think that I have 
answered the end of my creation, and sing my nvnc dimittis, 
return to my farm, ride circuits, plead law, or judge causes, just 
which you please." 

This scarcely brilliant prospect of early release was not much 
brightened by the superaclclition on all the objects specified of 
the duties of a board of war. What  they were to be, "was 
defined at  the time i t  was created. They embraced the keeping 
an alphabetical and accurate register of the names of all the 
officers of the army, with theh rank and the dates of their 
commissions; likewise regular accounts of the state and dis- 
position of the troops, to be obtained by returning officers wher- 
ever they were stationed; also the keeping exact accounts of 
all the artillery and oilier implements of war, and directing the 
care and preservation of them when not in actual service ; the 



224 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

care of forwarding all dispatches from congress to the colonies 
and armies,nnd all money designed for this service ; the superin- 
tendence of the raisingaand clispatcliing all the land forces, 
ordered for service ; the care and direction of prisoners of war;  
and, lastly, the preservation, in regular order, of all original 
letters and papers whatever, received in the conrse of their busi- 
ness, and the recording of all dispatches and letters sent forth. 
Ill other words, congress contemplated the transformation of a 
delegate from their ow11 body into a war minister, charged, 
for an indefinite period, with an amount and variety of dntics, 
which in themselves, and separated from every other labor, would 
task to the utmost the abilities, physical and intellectual, of the 
strongest man. 

In  connection with this reduction to system of the conduct 
of the war, Air. Aclams was the agent in carrying through 
another measure of importance, not merely in a military, but in 
a political sense. On the 25th of May, a very large committee, 
upon which he was placed third, after the Virginia member;!, 
Harrison and Lee, liad been appointed to confer with Generals 
Washington, Gates, and Mifflin, and to concert a pl:m of mili- 
tary operations for the next campaign. This committee reported 
five days later, and their report was debated in committee of 
the whole until the 5th of June, when they recommended to the 
House, among other things, the following resolve : - 

That  a committee of five be appointed to consider what is 
proper to be clone with persons giving intelligence to the enemy, 
or supplying them wit11 provisions." 

This resolut,ion was adopted, and the members chosen were 
J. Aclams, Air.  Jefferson, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Wilson, and Air. 
Livingston. 

This, which is called in the journal the committee on spies, 
reported 011 the 17th of June. The report was taken up a week 
later, and without discussion, in committee of the whole, tlie 
following resolutions, making a part of it, were adopted : - 

Rcsolvecl, that all persons abiding within any of tlie United 
Colonies2 and deriving protection from the law's of the same, 
owe allegiance to t,he said laws, and are incmbers of such 
colony ; and that all persons passing through, visiting, or m:ik- 
ing a temporary stay in  any of the said colonies, being entitled 
to the protection of the laws during the time of such passage, 
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visitation, or temporary stay, owe, during the same, allegiance 
thereto. 

44 That all persons, members of or owingallegiance to any 
of the United Colonies, as before described, who shall levy war 
against any of the said colonies within the same, or be adherent 
to the king of Great Britain, or other enemies of the said colo- 
nies, or any of them, within the same, giving to him or them 
aid and comfort, are guilty of treason against such colony. 

u That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several 
United Colonies to pass laws for punishing, in such manner as  
to them shall seem fit, such persons before described, as  shall 
be provably attainted of open deed by people of their condition, 
of any of the treason before described. 

a Resolved, that it be recommended to the several legislatures 
of the United Colonies to pass laws for punishing, in such man- 
ner as they shall think fit, persons who shall counterfeit, or aid 
or abet in counterfeiting, the continental bills of credit, or who 
shall pass any such bill in payment, knowing the same to be 
conuterfeit." 

The rest of the report was recommitted. 
Under the semblance of a provision against spies and in- 

formers, here was a clear attribution of all the rights of absolute 
sovereignty which liad belonged only to George the Third, to 
the new and self-constituted authority of the American people. 
These resolutions drew a sharp line between all persons who 
should and all who should not recognize this new authority, 
subjectingthe latter class, whether natives or strangers tem- 
porarily present, to the penalties of treason ill ease they were 
found adhering to the British king, or to any persons abetting 
his cause. No chance was left open for the profession of neu- 
trality, for even that was assumed to imply citizenship, and 
therefore to be embraced within the new jurisdiction. The 
effect of snch a stroke upon all those persons, and they were 
not a few in the middle colonies, who were inclined to per- 
severe in keeping out of the Union, is obvious. It made them 
aliens and strangers, and subjected their action to rigid super- 
vision. Thus many were thought likely to become far better 
reconciled to an immediate declaration of independence, when 
i t  had been made clear that no equivocal position could be 
longer maintained by pushing it off. 

0 
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The remainder of the history, which terminated in the grand 
result in congress, may be briefly given. The bulk of oppo- 
sition now centred in the five middle colonies, and the pillar 
upon which i t  leaned was John Dieliinson. But under the 
combined assaults conducted by the leading colonies of Virginia 
and Massachusetts, it was plain that victory was become a mere 
question of time. Jonathan D. Sergeant, xi ho had left congress 
to hasten a change in the counsels of New Jersey, had been so 
successful in spiriting up the assembly as to be able to write, 
on the 15th of June to Mr. Adams, that the delegates about to 
be elected would be on the spot by the 1st of July, the day to 
which the question had been assigned, and that they would 
'' vote plump." Equally favorable news soon came from Msiry- 
land. It  was in vain that her convention, under the guidance of 
some of her delegates in congress, had refused to recognize the 
necessity of reorganizing her government, as  pointed out in the 
preiiirible to the resolve of the 15th of May. It was in vain 
that they had reiterated their instructions to resist independence 
to the utmost. The volunteered mission of Ssininel C'hiise to the 
constituents of the reealcitrating delegates proved more th:m a 
match for all their stubbornness. By the 28th of June he found 
his appeals to them, to instruct the instructors, had been crowned 
with such sncccss as to justify him in dispatching an express 
from the convention with the gratifying intelligence of a nnani- 
mous vote in that body in favor of independence. Thus were 
two States secured. But  Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New 
York yet reiruiined to move. In the first of these, recourse was 
had once more to tlie so called committees of conference, the 
offspring of the memorable preamble. And here, on the 23d 
of June, Dr. Benjamin Rush, then a young man, but acting 
el?tirely in  sympathy and cooperation with the leaders in con- 
gress, moved and carried the appointment of a committee to 

1 S t ran~ely  enoii";~, a passage is found in a printed letter of Samuel Adams, 
date11 eleven days after (lie Ueclaratioii of I~iclepen~lence, purportin;; that ' $  tlie 
cleliy~trs from X u w  Jersey had not been einlioweruil to give tlirir voii;~ on 
eitlirr si~le." A stati~ment so obviously iii eontr:iilictioii to tlie fact is ri~lriiliit~il 
to vxcitr surprise. Hut a, closvr examination of tlie text jiislifius this iiili*rence 
that an error was m;icle citluir in writiiigor printiiig. ;iii(l tliat ~ V r w  Yurk was 
meant instoad of ,I'm Jersey. With tliis correction, it roads i n  iierfeet con- 
ioniiity with well-known facts. Yet this error, however cniiiinitterl, lias alre;nly 
misled soinfi later writer?. It is correrted in  Force's American Archives. 
Lee's Memoir of R. H. Lee, vol. i. p. 182, 183. 



LIFE O F  JOIIX ADAIIS. 227 

declare the sense of the conference -with respect to an indepcnd- 
ence of the province on the crown of Great Britain. He and 
James Smith were then joined with Thomas McKean, the chair- 
man of the conference, in a committee, which was ready the 
next day with a report affirming the willingness of the deputies 
of the conference to concur in a vote declaring the United 
Colonies free and independent States. The report was adopted 
unanimously, was presented to congress on the 25th, and, doubt- 
less, had its effect in determining those delegates of the colony 
to absent themselves on the final vote, upon whose resistance 
its adverse decision depended. As the hesitation of Delaware 
was chiefly owing to the feeling that pervaded the county of 
Sussex, Ah-. Rodney had repaired thither for the purpose of 
bringing about a favorable change, in which errand the news 
came that he was laboring with success. The delegates from 
New York, no longer interposing any active opposition, yet 
unwilling to assume a responsibility which their constituents 
had not authorized, preferred to withdraw from participation in 
the decision. 

Snch was the state of affairs 011 the 1st of July, to which 
day the discussion had been adjourned. There was then little 
doubt of an affirmative vote on the part of all but four colo- 
nies. Yet two causes remained for continuing the debate. 
The delegates newly elected from New Jersey, though empow- 
ered to vote for independence, if they saw fit, were yet anxious, 
before deciding, to be possessed of the reasoning which had 
been presented in congress on both sides of the question. In 
addition to  this, John Diekinson was desirous of placing him- 
self so distinctly on the record as  to release his name from the 
awfnl responsibility which might follow a disastrous issue of the 
decision. These reasons will account for the reopening of the 
question, which might otherwise be attributed to the same 
frivolous personal considerations which have so often, in more 
peaceful times, served uselessly tadelay decisions of deliberative 
assemblies upon the most important concerns. 

There is no record left of this day's debate. Richard Henry 
Lee, the mover of the resolution, had been called home. Mr. 
Jefferson was no speaker. George Wythe was sensible, but 
not eloquent. Witherspoon was clear, but a little heavy. The 
debating talent must be admitted to have preponderated on the 
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opposite side. It claimed John Dickinson and James Wilson, 
of Pennsylvania; Robert R. Livingston, of New York, and 
Edward Rutlcdge, of South Carolina; the latter, described by 
Patrick Henry as the most elegant speaker in tlie first congress. 
How many of them took part in this day's proceedings, i t  is not 
possible to say. That Mr. Dickinson did, is certain. The 
opposition, which was dying away everywhere vlse, -was still 
a living principle within his breast. Yet it was the resistance 
of a patriot aiming to avert what he viewed as tlie gra tes t  
dangers for his country, without the alloy of friction or of bad 
faith. Dirkinson had reflected long and deeply on the merits 
of the controversy; his convictions had thus far carried him 
along "with America, if not boldly, a t  least honestly ; and he had 
little reason to count upon any mercy from Great Britain from 
his course, in case victory should declare for her. His action 
must be resolved into the liesitation of wealthy conservatism a t  
taking sin irrevocable step, rather than want of public spirit 
or of personal courage. He preferred that others should decide 
this point of independence, even thonqh, as the issue shows, 
he was fully prepared to bear his share of tlie clanger that 
wonld follow persistence in it. This last speech was, there- 
fore, a solemn protest to relieve his conscience, should the dark- 
ness come which no reasonable man coulcl deny to be a possible, 
perhaps a probable consequence of this adventurous pluiige. 
I t  appears to have been respectfully received, as is usual where 
the weight of individual character gives authority to opinions 
even the most unwelcome. And though it wrought no change 
in the convictions of the majority, it inspired in them a sense of 
the necessity of some restatement of the affirmative position. 

The duty of makingi t  fell naturally upon Mr. Adams, who 
had long been regarded as the champion of that side, and who 
was unquestionably the only eloquent man then present to 
defend it. Of his speech, not a word has been transmitted 
to posterity. Bnt all the accounts given by persons present 
agree in representing it as having been in the highest class of 
oratory. His vigorous mind had been so long fraught with 
the subject in all its details, and his fifteen months' labors in 
congress had given so complete a familiarity with their treat- 
ment, that nothing was needed, beyond an occasion, to enlist 
the earnestness of his nature, and the numbers came." A 
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speech, made under such an impulse, may not, when sub- 
mitted to the cooler examination of a critic in the closet, sustain 
the reputation earned for i t  in the delivery, but to a listener i t  
approaches much nearer to the voice of inspiration than more 
elaborate efforts. The fires of Demosthenes, of Ciccro, and of 
Burke were lighted a t  the midnight lamp, for the illumination 
of the world whilst time shall endure. But  Chatham, Patrick 
Henry, Mirabeau, and John Adams will be handed down as 
great orators mainly by the concurring testimony of those who 
witnessed the effects they produced. The " deep conceptions 
and nervous style," which made Mr. Adams stand forth in the 
memory of Jefferson, who had the strongest reasons for retain- 
ing an indelible impression of the scene, as " the colossus of 
independence " on the floor of congress, " which," as  he further 
declares, " gave him a power of thought and expression which 
moved the members from their seats," which sent Richard 
Stockton home, testifying that he was '( the atlas of independ- 
ence," and the Virginians, never unwilling to give their own 
citizens the palm, but always susceptible of generous impulses, 
" to  fill every mouth in the ancient dominion with the praises 
due to the comprehensiveness of his views, the force of his 
arguments, and the boldness of his patriotism," will be remem- 
bered only by this testimony. Yet great as  the impression 
was upon others, i t  is very clear that he never looked upon 
himself as having done much more than usual. hi a letter, 
addressed to Samuel Chase, on the evening after the debate, he 
speaks of i t  all as  an idle waste of time, for that nothinGrad 
been said which had not been hackneyed in that room for six 
months before. T o  him the concentration of feeling had been 
in the struggle whilst the issue was doubtful, and when he was 
grappling with great odds. Now that it was really over, the 
diiliculties removed, and victory assured, nothing further was 
called for except a few tricks of fence for the edification of the 
bystanders, in which he took no satisfaction. To him it was a 
pagesuit, and nothing more. 

Yet there is one tone left of the passion of that hour, which, 
even iio\v, comes upon the ear like the dying fall of distant 
music. I t  would seem as if the mighty agitation of that bois- 
terous period could not settle away into perfect ckilin, without 
rellecting a few of the sparkles that yet created the subsiding 

VOL.  1. w 
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waves. Sometbinglike this may be observed in the memora- 
ble letter of All-. Adams to his wife, penned on the 3d of July, 
after the final vote was taken npon Lee's resolution of the 7th 
of Jnne. With much of that spirit of profound speculation, 
"which so greatly distinguishes the writer among the active men 
of his time, this paper likewise shows the glow not yet entirely 
departed, which had fired his bosom and his brain in the contest 
so triumphantly concluded. In this spirit he breaks forth thus :- 

'' Yesterday, the greatest question was decided which ever 
was debated in America, and a greater, perhaps, never was, nor 
will be decided among men. A resolution was passed, without 
one dissenting colony, ' that  these United Colonies are, and of 
right ought to  be, free and independent States, and as  such 
they have, and of right ought to have, full power to make war, 
conclude peace, establish commerce, and to do all other acts 
and things which other States may rightfully do.' You will 
see, in a few days, a declaration settingforth the causes which 
have impelled us lo this mighty revolution, and the reasons 
which will justify it in the sight of God and man. A plan of 
confederation will be taken up in a few days. 

" When I look back to the year 1761, and recollect the argu- 
ment coneerningwrits of assistance in the superior court, which 
I have hitherto considered as the commencement of the con- 
troversy between Great Britain and America, and run through 
the whole period, from that time to this, and recollect the series 
of political event,s, the chain of causes and effects, I am sur- 
prised a t  the s~~ddenness as well as greatness of this revolution. 
Britain has been filled with folly, and America with wisdom. 
At  least, this is my judgment. Time must determine. I t  is 
the will of Heaven that the two countries should be sundered 
forever. It may be the will of Heaven that America shall suffer 
calamities still more wasting, and distresses yet more dreadful. 
If this is to be the case, it will have this good effect a t  least; 
it will inspire us with many virtues which we have not, and 
correct many errors, follies, and vices, which threaten to disturb, 
dishonor, and destroy us. The furnace of affliction prodnecs 
refinement in States as well as individuals. And the new gov- 
ernments we are assuming, in every part, will require a purifica- 
tion from our vices, and an augmentation of our virtues, or they 
will be no blessings. The people will have unbounded power, 
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and the people are extremely addicted to corruption and venality 
as well as the great. But  I must submit all my hopes and 
fears to an overruling Providcnce, in which, unfashionable as  
the faith may be, I firmly believe. 

Had a declaration of independency been made seven months 
ago, it would have been attended with many great and glorious 
effects. W e  might before this hour have formed alliances with 
foreign states. W e  should have mastered Quebec, and been in 
possession of Canada. 

You will, perhaps, wonder how such a declaration would 
have influenced our affairs in Canada ; but if I could write with 
freedom, I could easily convince you that i t  would, and explain 
to you the manner how. Many gentlemen in high stations and 
of great influence have been duped by the ministerial bubble 
of commissioners to treat. And i n  real, sincere expectation of 
this event, which they so fondly wished, they have been slow 
and languid i n  promoting measures for the reduction of that 
province. Others there are in the colonies, who really wished 
that our enterprise in Canada would be defeated, that the colo- 
nies might be brought into danger and distress between two 
fires, and be thus induced to submit. Others really wished to 
defeat the expedition to Canada, lest the conquest of i t  should 
elevate the minds of the people too much to hearken to those 
terms of reconciliation, which they believed would be offered 
us. These jarring views, wishes, and designs occasioned an 
opposition to many salutary measures, which were proposed for 
the support of that expedition, and caused obstructions, embar- 
rassments, and studied delays, which have finally lost us the 
province. All these causes, however, in conjunction, would not 
have disappointed us, if i t  had not been for a misfortune which 
could not be foreseen, and, perhaps, could not have been pre- 
vented. I mean the prevalence of the smallpox among our 
troops. This fatal pestilence completed our destruction. I t  is 
a frown of Providence upon us, which we ought to lay to heart. 

f i  But, on the other hand, the delay of - this declaration - - to this 
time has many great advantages attending it. The hopes of 
reconciliation, which were fondly entertained by multitudes of 
honest and well-meaning, though weak and mistaken people, 
have been gradually, and, at  last, totally extinguished. Time 
has been given for the whole people maturely to consider the 
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dissipate their fears, and allure their hopes, by discussing it in  
newspapers and pamphlets, by debating i t  in assemblies, con- 
ventions, committees of safety and inspection, in town and 
county meetings, as well as in private conversations, so that the 
"whole people, in every colony of the thirteen, have now adopted 
it as their ow11 act. This will cement the Union, and avoid 
those heats, and perhaps convulsions, which might have been 
occasioned by such a declaration six months ago. 

But the day is past. The second day . of .- July,1776, will be 
the most memorable cpocha in the history of America. I am apt 
to believe that i t  will be celebrated by succeeding generations 
as  the great anniversary festival. I t  ought to be comineinorated 
as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God 
Almighty. I t  ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, - " - - 
with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuinina- 
tions, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time 
forward, forevermore. 

'( You will think me transported with enthusiasm, but I am 
not. 1 am well aware of the toil, and bloocl, and treasure that 
i t  will cost us to maintain this declaration, and support and 
defend these States. Yet,, through all the gloom, I can see the 
rays of ravishing light and glory. I can see that the end is 
more than worth all the means. And that posterity will tri- 
umph in that day's transaction, even although we should rue 
it, which I trust in God we shall not." 

The reference in this letter to the 2d of July, is to the true 
decision upon independence involved in the adoption of the reso- 
lntion of t,he seventh of June. The discussion and vote which - 
followed upon the form of a declaration of the reasons for taking 
this step, is a separate affair. The committee to whom tlie task 
of preparing a suitable paper had been intrusted, had made its 

s o r t  -. on the 23th of Julie. Mi. Jefferson, thong11 yonilger than 
Mr. Adams and D;. ~ rank l in ,  had been placed at  its head, not 
less in deference to the leading position of Virginia than to his 
well-merited reputation for a niat,chless felicity in c'~nboclying 
popular ideas. The composition of the paper thus devolved 
upon him. There is some discrepancy in t'he aceonnts of the 
later proceedings given by the chief actors, which it is hard to 
reconcile. Mr. Jefferson's is, that he communicated his draft to 
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Mr. Adams and to Dr. Franklin separately, because they were 
the two members of whose judgment he wished most to have 
the benefit ; and that all the corrections which they made were 
those that were visible on the paper in their own handwriting. 
Ah. Adams's is, that A h .  Jefferson and he acted as a subcoin- 
mittee, and reviewed the paper critically, without making or 
suggesting an alteration. In  the face of both these statements 
remains a copy of the original draft of Mr. Jefferson, in the 
handwriting of Mr. Adams, taken before the numerous erasures, 
alterations, and interlineations were made by Air. Jefferson's 
ow11 hand, which appear in the fac-simile published by his 
grandson. This, a t  least, shows that the paper was much more 
changed after i t  had been submitted to Mr. Adams than either 
statement would seem to imp1y.l For the present purpose, i t  
is enough to know that, as A i r .  Jefferson wrote the paper, so 
tlie labor of "fighting fearlessly for every word of it," in the 
three days' debate which ensued in congress after it was re- -- - -- 
ported, fell almost exclusively upon - Mr. - Adams. Mr. Jeflerhon 

thought i t  his duty to be a passive auditor of the opinions 
of others," which he admits to have been expressed tt  in acri- 
monious criticisms on some of its parts, that made him writhe 
a little." Several passages were altered in deference to the lin- 
gering hopes of reconciliation of some, or to the tender con- 
sciences of others, but the tenacity of Air. Adams saved its 
substance, which will remain to a distant future, to inspire a 
far more perfect system of liberty than any social community 
has ever yet, in its practice, carried out. On the fourth of Jzdy 
the Declaration of Independence was approved and signed by 
all the members present. So far theba t t le  had been fought -- 
and won ; but the heaviest part of the labor yet remained, 
which was to malie the brave words good by braver deeds. 

Neither was it here that the men of the Revolution showed 
themselves wanting. They well knew the nature of the task 
they had undertaken, and the extent of the labors and sacrifices 
required to execute it. Enthusiasts they were in one sense, for 
nothing truly noble is done in life without that clement i n  
greater or less measure. But visionaries they certainly were 

1 It is said that a similar copy, in the handwritin!; of Dr. Franklin, lias been 
discovered in England, and is in the hands of an Amerir;ui gentluuia11 in 
London. 
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or in cities and their immediate dependencies, where the surface 
can be measured by a physical force, but i t  escapes from sub- 
jection in the indefinite expanse of a continent. This consider- 
ation alone made the Declaration of Independence a reasonable 
act, without reference to the amount of aid which i t  might 
secure from the favor or the rivalry of foreign powers. But 
there is another and a more important light in which i t  is to be 
regarded. It implied powers of self-control and self-govcriimeiit 
as yet untried. Had the directors of these movements subse- 
quently proved wanting in the art of reconstructing the fabric 
of society ; had the issue been anarchy, and decline i n  civiliza- 
tion, refinement, aud whatever goes to make the human family 
happy, intelligent, moral, and religious, the failnre would have 
reacted upon the past, and stamped all their professions with 
folly. Europe and America have, since this period, abounded 
in  examples of this discordance between grand beginuings and 
paltry endings. To  posterity, all those who boldly commence, 
only to fail a t  last, appear heavily responsible for the vast 
amount of misery which their attempt necessarily entails upon 
their fellow-men. u Man," says the historian Gibbon, herein 
following the thought of a practical statesman, Cicero, "man 
has much more to fear from the passions of his fellow-creatures 
than from the convulsions of the elements." It is, therefore, 
not every one that simply succeeds in lift,ing from his fellows 
any yoke, however oppressive, who merits to be remembered as  
a benefactor; for he may yet become the means of subjecting 
them to sufferings, from the absence of needftil restraint, a 
thousand times greater than those averted. Anot,her test must 
be applied by weighing the compensations to his country which 
follow its sacrifices. t c  I can see," said Mr. Adams in the letter 
already quoted, "that the end is worth all the means." But  
with him, those means were but beginning a t  t i i s  moment of 
victory. The sequel will show that thirteen years, in which he 
never relaxed his share of exertion, were yet to pass, before he 
could be said really to have earned the honors his country has 
been disposed to award him for his services as "the colossus 
of independence " in tlieir great federal council. 



C H A P T E R  V. 

THE declaration of the causes which justified the separation 
from Great Britain was but a form ; yet it was of that sort of 
forms which sometimes produce greater effects even than the 
substance. I t  was then, and has ever since been confounded 
in many minds with the act itself for which i t  assigned the 
justificat,ion. Its influence a t  the moment was strictly sub- 
ordinate to that of the event i t  defended, and i t  has only been 
in later times that the living force of its abstract principles has 
been perceived to expand beyond the nation over the ever widen- 
ing circle of mankind. The reading of i t  was hailed with the 
utmost satisfaction in the Southern States and in New England, 
in which the public expectation had already anticipated the 
result. The army seems to have accepted it as a matter of 
course ; whilst, in the Middle States, the event  absorbed by far 
the greatest share of attention, because i t  brought to a crisis 
the long standing differences of sentiment among the popula- 
tion. It was the signal for an open secession of a few men 
of property who had till now gone with the movement,, but 
who made i t  the excuse either for joining the British forces, 
or for shrinking into seclusion. The members of the Society 
of Friends, always averse to war, and a t  no time cordial to any 
measure suspected to come from Massachusetts, henceforward 
assumed a state of cautious neutrality. With these exceptions, 
the communities in question entered upon their new condition 
cheerfully enough. Some leading men still thought it all pre- 
mature, but they preferred to follow the lead of their countrymen 
to  the purchase of British leniency by deserting them. Among 
these were John Dic,kiuson and Robert Morris, John Jay, Wil- 
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liam Livingston, and James Duane, men whose purity of motive 
in the course they marked out for themselves, was thus placed 
beyond the reach of suspicion. Yet honest and capable as  
they ever had been, their power was no longer in the ascendant 
in the federal assembly. It had a t  last given way before that 
of the Lees and the Adarnses, the persons whom they had 
always most deeply distrusted, and whose system of policy had 
met with their unv:irying opposition. 

Most p:~rticularly had this y e a t  event established the position 
of John Adams in congress and.in the country. The masculine 
energy of his eloquence, developed, as i t  had been, in the steady 
exposition of a consistent course of action, had placed him in 
the highest rank among the leaders of the movement. The 
immediate coilsequences were made visible in tlie multitude of 
duties showered upon him from this time until he left the 
body in the autumn of the succeeding year. Notwithstanding 
the burden under which he continually labored as chairman of 
the board of war, through the most disastrous and gloonly 
period of the struggle, his name and his agency are visible in 
shaping, to some extent, every part of the rising system. His 
own record may be consulted to furnish an idea how various 
and extensive were the c:ills irpon him. He is to be traced, in . 
the journals of congress, as  a member of more than ninety 
different committees, and he served in others which do not 
appear, as sometimes the names are not there recorded. l i e  
was the chairman of a t  least twenty-five. As the head of the 
committee already mentioned, which reported the r~dcs  conccrn- 
ingallegiance, 11c was instructed to draw up, anew, the articles 
of war. He took a leadingpart in that which was di-rected to 
pave the way for iil1i:inccs with foreign st:ttes, as will presently 
be made more fully to appear. He shared in the discussions 
upon the proposed form of confederation between the States, 
and bare record against some of the defects which ultimately 
brought it to nothing. l i e  animated tlie organizi~tion of a 
naval force, which from that day to tlie end of his life w:is 
ever a cherished feature of his national system. And id1 this, 
during the period of iilmost constant reveiws, in New York, 
New Jersey, inid Pennsylv:mia, whieli ended in the possession 
of Philadelphia by the Rritibh commander, and the hasty dis- 
persiuii of the iiieinbvrs into the interior, until they could recis- 
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seinble a t  York. More than once, in this space of time, even 
his undaunted spirit was brought to admit that the chances 
of ultimate defeat were preponderant. But  it made not the 
stliidle~t difference in his exertions. Throughout the period of 
sixteen months, until the victory over General Burgoyne, which, 
in its connection with the French alliance, is now known to 
have turned the scale in the mind1 of the British minister, dis- 
pelling his last hopes of recovering America, all the energies of 
Mr. Adams, body and soul, were devoted to the maintenance 
of the cause in which every thing to him worth living for was 
irretrievably embarked. 

One special occasion for action happened not long after the 
decision in favor of independence. At the very moment of 
voting, General Howe was landing his troops a t  Staten Island, 
~vliilst his brotller, the Admiral, was rapidly 11eari11g the cotist, 
charged with what was called the true olive branch, in contra- 
distinction to that other one which had been brought from 
America by Richard Pcnn, and which had been so surnmsirily 
rejected. It was the expectation of such a mission that had 
done much to protract the resistance which delayed the declara- 
tion ; and even the interposition of that obstacle did not quite 
do away 'with a hope in some breasts that a reconciliation 
might yet be effected in spite of it. That hope was still alive 
in congress, animating a few of its members, and rendering 
them earnest to keep open the avenues of negotiation. Yet 
although Lord Hohve's delay was imputed by himself to his 
labors to obtain from ministers more liberal powers to treat, 
the sum of them all, as ascertained from his own admissions, 
seems to have fallen infinitely below the expectations of those 
most favorably disposed to listen to him in America. Hence 
it happened that his first indirect communications with congress 
were conducted in a manner that cut off, all prospect of success 
by snch means. His proclamation showed him standingas 
one armed with the ability to-compel obedience, but yet em- 
powered to temper justice with mercy, upon evidence of suitable 
contrition for past errors. With such pretensions, no member 
of congress, however much disposed to enter into negotiation 
with him, could venture to whisper a word in his behalf. 
Neither were his later measures a whit more skilfully taken. 
With the peculiar formality of that day, he stuck a t  the 
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thresiiu~i of etiquette in refusing to acknowledge an urganiza- 
tion called out by the voice of a continent in arms, and directly 
before his eyes, though it was all along his intention and desire 
ultimately to negotiate with it. Thus even the victory on Long 
Island, upon which he had most surely counted to bring the 
rebellious to rcason, was deprived of the force which i t  might 
have had but for the want of direct and manly frankness. 
During this period, Mr. Adams was on the watch for every 
symptom of vacillation, and earnestly exerting himself to keep 
-ip the tone of congress to absolute preclusion of any opening 
b r  it. And when a t  last General John Sullivan, one of the 
prisoners taken on Long Island, was sent to Philadelphia the 
bearer of a proposal of a conference, on terms which he either 
misinterpreted, or which were afterwards disavowed, Howc was 
fated'to find that defeat had done little to damp their courage. 

Ai r .  Aclams strenuously insisted that the overture should be 
permitted to pass wholly without notice. But in this he found 
himself once more outrunning the disposition of the majority. 
When New Hampshire, Connecticut, and even Virginia, gave 
way, i t  was of no use for him further to resist. He has given 
an account of this matter, so clear that it supersedes the necca- 
sity of adding to it. He  wrote to Mrs. Adams, on the 6th of 
September, as follows : - 

This day, I think, has been the most remarkable of all. 
Sullivan came here from Lord Howe, five days ago, with a 
message, that his lordship desired a half hour's convers:ition 
with some of the members of congress in their private capnci- 
ties. W e  have spent three or four days in debating whether 
we should take any notice of it. I have, to the utmost of my  
abilities, during the whole time, opposed our taking any notice 
of it. But a t  last i t  was determined by a majority that ' the 
congress being the representatives of the free and independent 
States of America, i t  was improper to appoint any of tlieir 
members to confer in their private characters with his lordship. 
But  they would appoint a committee of their body to wait on 
him, to know whether he had power to treat with congress upon 
terms of peace, and to  hear any propositions that his lordship 
may think proper to make.' 

li When the committee came to be balloted for, Dr. Franklin 
and your humble servant were unanimously chosen. Colonel 
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R. H. Lee and Mr. Rutledge had an equal number; but  upon 
a second vote, Sir. Rutledge was chosen. I requested to be 
excused, but was desired to consider of it until to-morrow. My 
friends here advise me to go. All the stanch and intrepid are 
very earnest wi thme to go, and the timid and wavering, if any 
such there are, agree in the request. So I believe I shall uncler- 
take the journey. I doubt whether his lordship will see us, but 
the same committee will bc directed to inquire into the state of 
the army a t  New York, so that there will be business enough, 
if his lordship makes none. I t  would fill this letter-book to 
give you all the arguments for and against this measure, if I 
had liberty to attempt it. His lordship seems to have been 
playing off a number of Machiavelian manoeuvres, in order to 
throw upon us the odium of continuing this war. Those who 
have been advocates for the appointment of this committee are 
for opposing manoeuvre to manoeuvre, and are confident that the 
consequence will be that the odium will fall upon him. How- 
ever this may be, my lesson is plain, to ask a few questions and 
take his answers." 

Whatever else may be said of Lord IIowe, it is certainly a 
mistake to suppose him to have been possessed of the arts 
taught by Machiavel. He was a plain, well-meaning man, 
disposed, as fur as  he knew how, to restore peace and recon- 
cile conflicting interests. His mission was but the natural 
sequence of certain efforts which huxl been initiated with 
Franklin before his departure from London. I t  forms a part 
of a series of inadequate concessions, always coming a day too 
late, which will render the policy of Lord North ever a mcrnor- 
able lesson to statesmen. It might in stronger hands have 
proved a formidable engine, not so much of conciliation as of 
division among the Americans. As i t  was, i t  was shivered to 
atoms upon a scruple of form! From the tone of a letter to 
John Adams, it is certain that the announcement of the con- 
ference had excited serious concern in the 1nin.d of Si~niuel 
Adams. The resolution of congress, accepting it, had carefully 
avoided mentioning independence as an obstacle to peace. 
The popular confidence, in the Middle States, never very firm, 
had fallen very considerably, under the effect of General IIowe's 
easy triumph around New York, and the advance of the war 
into the heart of New Jersey. It must then have been with 
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great satisfaction that Samuel Adams, a t  this time a t  home, 
received from his correspondent his account of the termination 
of the conference. That account is given elsewhere in these 
 volume^.^ Nothing more is necessary to prove the utter incoin- 
potency of IIowe to the task which he had assumed. l i e  had 
not t:~ken the trouble to understand the causes of the difference. 
To  him it stood merely as a quarrel in the family, where h e  
might come in as intercessor, and beg the father not to he  
hard upon the children, provided he could persuade them, in 
their turn, to pray forgiveness and promise amendment. All 
this kind of reasoning, if it ever could have had any force, was 
utterly thrown away after the Fourth of July. The colonies h:id 
gone too far, longer to consent to be regarded as a wayward 
progeny. They now asked to be recognized as  having reached 
the age of maturity, and as responsible for their own acts. T o  
snch a request, Lord Howe could not assent even in form, much 
less in substance, so that the i r l i ~ j ~ t y  edifice of conciliation 
proved to be a mere castle in the air. Then it was that the 
Lees and the Adamses conld take pleasure in the reflection, 
that mainly by their efforts indepei~dence had not been put off. 
They might, indeed, have included in their gratulation the list- 
lessness of the minister a t  home, and the mild inertness of his 
diplomatic agents. Some men might even then have a t  least 
sown the seeds of discord, to germinate and bear fruit a t  later 
stages of the war. "What they actually did, was to  prevent 
their growing. The result of the conference with Lord Howe 
only tended the more to convince the doubting that reconcilia- 
tion was out of the question. Mr. Ad:ims r~turned to his 
duties, fortified by the prediction he had made that the confer- 
ence would cud in nothing, and that Great Britain would not 
prove in earnest in her oners. Indeed, throughout this his- 
tory, it was the fate of that country never to be in season with 
any measure, either of restraint or conciliation. The amiable 
Lord Howe had been sent with an olive branch whilst his 
brother held the sword, and neither proved a true symbol, in the 
way that they chose respectively to wield them. 

In all of the discussions which had preceded the Declaration 
of Independence, one argument had been urged in its favor 

1 Vol. ix. p. 443. 
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earnestness and no trifling efl'ect. This was, that 
pain, to whom the patriots might look with 
s of aid, could be relied upon to deviate 
utrality, so long as the disruption between 
and the colonies should not be placed 
ce i t  happened that independence and 

terms almost always used in the same 
step was viewed as an inevitable eon- 
first. No sooner was the sense of the 
the debate that took place upon A i r .  
the seventh of June, than, in the con- 

e, a committee was appointed to mature 
roposed to foreign powers. The names 
t,er of this committee have been given 
who had been strenuous in advocating 
sed to initiate, was one of its mem- 

ers, in conjunction, however, "with persons, most of whom could 
ikely to take the burden of measures 
ce of that policy. The responsibility 
ay to have been shared between Dr. 

Franklin and Ai r .  Adams, ancl the greater part of the labor to 
have fallen upon the latter. The form of a treaty was drawn, 
ancl the extent to which the policy of alliance was to be carried, 
was substantially defined by him. This is a point very material 
to a right comprehension of his later career in the foreign service 

ultation with Dr. Franklin, reported 

ly. I t  was composed of articles 
ature, and contemplated no con- 

n of the benefits of trade, and a 
n against the annoyances likely to 

his, Mr. Adams was not disposed 
o involve the country in any engagement. It is interesting 
o observe, by a confidential dispatch of Count cle Vergennes, 

after the proposal had been submitted to him, how great was 
his surprise a t  its moderation, ancl how accurately he penetrated 
the motives a t  the bottom of it. But  some of the members, 
with whom Mr. Adams was habitually acting, feared that it 

ents enough to tempt France to 
The subject was earnestly debated 

2 1 P 
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on the 27th of August, and sundry amendments adopted, which 
were referred to the same committee, enlarged by the addition 
of Richard Henry Lee ancl James Wilsoii, with clirections to 
embody them in the shape of instructions for the government of 
the individual who should be intrusted with the duty of opening 
negotiations. Two days later, power was given to frame further 
instructions. Soon afterwards, Sir. Adams was called away to 
the duty of waiting upon Lord Howe, and he elid not return 
until the committee had reported. It is fair, then, to assume 
that the instructions did not have the same origin with the 
treaty, although they can scarcely be said to contravene its spirit. 
They only betrayed the anxiety of congress to let no precise 
form of stipulations stand in the way of an alliance; an anx- 
iety t1i;it ultimately led to the negotiation of a treaty on a 
different principle from that now reported, and one which, 
twenty years later, helped to bring on that complication of 
affairs with France, which proved the most serious cause of 
embarrassment that happened to the government, whilst i t  had 
Mr. Adams for its head. 

The Declaration of Independence had changed the nature 
of the divisions in congress. Up to  that moment, they had 
been formed upon the single point of reconciliation; one side 
pressing for a decree of final separation, reversible only by 
the armed hand, the other still anxious to leave open some 
avenues by which a return to kindlier feelings in Great Britain 
might, with honor to both parties, save the resort to force. That 
question once settled, a few, who yet remained dissatisfied, 
retired from public action. The rest embarked with more or 
less cheerfulness upon the hazardous voyage, sharing its perils, 
its disasters, and its successes, to the end. But although tlie 
original grounds of difference had been thus removed, the past 
had not been without its effect in marking the affinities of indi- 
viduals. The general outlines of parties so011 ii'iade themselves 
visible in the new discussions which arose. The Lees and the 
Aclamses, Virginia and New England, though not without 
individual exceptions, reinforced by Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
and scattering members of other States, held tlie undisputed 
lead, though an opposition yet existed from New York, com- 
bined with many representatives of the Southern States. These 
distinctions acquired, in time, more consistency, by connecting 
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themselves with the position, prejudices, and passions of the 
military officers, in their various commands, and with the infln- 
ences gradually brought to bear from beyond sea. They wound 
themselves around the movements of the cominauder-iu-chicf, 
and they seriously impaired the efficiency of the negotiations 
with foreign powers. This is a subject which has not yet been 
fully analyzed. And inasmuch as it involves a correct appre- 
hension of all later party divisions down to  the present clay, it 
would seem to deserve an extended consideration. The task is 
appropriate to this biography only so far as  it affected the for- 
tunes of its subject. To that extent, which is not a small one, 
it may naturally be assumed. 

The Revolution found the States homogeneous in language, 
religion, and origin, but greatly differing in habits of thought, 
in manners, and feelings. Their social forms, their sectarian 
views of religion, and their ideas on government, though all 
bearing the general character impressed upon them by the snpc- 
rior influence of the mother country, yet equally drew the differ- 
ences between them from the same source. In Virginia, and in 
New England, the population had been the most exclusively 
derived from Great Britain ; but i t  had come from very opposite 
classes of its society. The one had emigrated during a period, 
when the passions both in church and state had been stimu- 
lated to the utmost. They cherished the extreme ideas of the: 
extreme reformers, as  little idolaters of the crown as of the 
hierarchy. The other had borne the impress of the cavalier, 
holding his loyalty as a sentiment rather than a principle, 
revering the authority of the church, and the established order 
of ranks in the state, thongh never sui~endering that spirit of 
personal independence which yet characterizes the higher classes 
of the mother country. Between these two comn~unities, which 
combined to form the main body of resistance, we're interposed 
the proprietary governments, composed of more miscellaneous 
materials, and, therefore, marked by less unity of character. 
One feature was conlmon to these, however, and that was 
the monopoly in few hands of extensive landed property, which 
vested estates in the original grantees or their successors that 
affected the whole structure of society. Out of this grew dis- 
tinctions between the proprietaries and the immigrating poor 
of different European nations, which savored more of aristoc- 
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racy than is usual in communities of comparatively late date. 
Hence i t  happened that public sentiment, which is in every 
part of the world formed out of the feelings and interests of 
the preponderating class, had shaped for itself a system pecu- 
liar to the circumstances of each. However opposite in other 
respects, the leading men concurred in this, that they sym- 
pathized far more with the Cavalier tendencies of their southern 
neighbors tliaii with the Roundhead equalization of Puritan 
New England. So strong was this tendency a t  the commence- 
ment of the difficulties, that even the predominating indignation 
with the common oppressors in Great Britain, and the n:itiu'al 
enthusiasm awakened by the advocacy of the common liberties, 
were not quite sufficient to overcome the prejudices, and allay 
the suspicions entertained of thc motives of the Massachusetts 
men. This made itself visible a t  the very opening of the first 
congress ; nor would the feeling have been softened, had i t  not 
been for the sagacity of the latter in covering their action with 
the shield of Virginia names. By this process it happened, 
that whilst Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, and George 
Washington were on their side types of the same spirit which 
animated the barons in their victory over King John, H:~~icocIi, 
the Adamses, and Sherman, were equally sustaining the re1:i- 
tion of Lenthal, Pym, and St. John towards Charles the First. 
It was the accordance of these forms of opinion in working 
for one object prized equally by both, personal and political 
freedom to America, which finally carried the continent in the 
same direction. But this union could not take place "without 
much friction in all minor details, neither did it outlast the 
hour of victory. The first jar in the movement made itself 
felt in  the organization of the military force, as  will be here 
explained. 

The news of the attack upon Lexington and Concord had 
not become diffused over the agricultural region of New Eng- 
laud, before the great mass of its active men flew to arms. 
Some of them had served in the wars with the French, many 
had had a turn of militia-schooling, and all were familiar with 
the use of the musket. As a consequence, there clustered 
around the scene of hostilities a t  Boston, perhaps twenty thou- 
sand men, composing no army in the technical sense of the 
"word, but yet a body of farmers, mechanics, seamen, and 
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laborers, with their guns, and powder-horns, and shot-bags, the 
companions of their occasional pursuit of p i n e ,  a m o n ~ v l i o m  
General Gage could scarcely venture to  trust his small force 
with much prospect of ever seeing i t  return. These men under- 
stood little of the distinction of ranks. They had learned ser- 
vice in border wars with Indians, or the hardy life of the forest 
and the sea. They recognized little authority but what was 
self-imposed a t  the moment. Their officers were of their own 
choosing, and from among their own companions; obeyed in 
cases of obvious necessity, but not to the implicit subjection of 
their personal liberty, which they prized above all things. Even 
what organization there was, sprung from so many different 
sources as to defy reduction to system. Acute, discriminating, 
shrewd, not always scrupulous or direct in the use of means, 
possessing an unimpassioned tenacity of purpose in the attain- 
ment of any object, whether good or bad, and withal a little 
addicted to money for its own sake, the assembled multitude 
manifested as  well the virtues as  the vices of their national 
character. Impatient of the authority of leaders, whom they 
scanned too narrowly not to understand their defects and to 
play upon them, any attempt, on their part, to convert them 
into an army of regulars like those of the old world, would 
have been attended by but one result, their early dispersion. 

Aware of this, the Massachusetts delegates in congress finally 
accepted the hazardous expedient of calling an utter stranger to 
take the chief command under the general authority of the 
continent. The inducements to this course were not merely 
the high personal reputation which he enjoyed, but the con- 
fidence that, in his person, Virginia and the other colonies were 
pledging themselves to maintain the cause of New England as 
their own. The advent of General Washington, and of the 
trail1 of officers he brought with him, was the infusion of a 
wholly new element into the military circle. It made itself 
immediately felt in the undertaking to mould the motley asscm- 
blage into one army. The mass melted in the process, like 
snow before the sun. And all the officers, who came from 
abroad, not excepting even the commander-in-chief, received 
shocks to their feelings, and formed impressions, which time 
confirmed into prejudices, that had a material influence upon. 
the train of subsequent events. This is clearly perceptible in 

21 = 
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the whole tenor of the correspondence of the time. The mutual 
repulsion became much more fixed in the course of the defeats 
experienced a t  New York, and the calamities of the expedition 
to  Canada; and from the camp i t  spread into the councils of 
the Union. The northern troops gradually imbibed so great 
an aversion to General Schuylcr, that the New England dele- 
gates, in order to get round the difficulty, exerted themselves 
to substitute General Gates, a more acceptable lender. Gates's 
successes in the north' soon concentrated around him the ele- 
merits of discontent with the cominancler-in-chief. And these 
became, in time, identified 'with thosc members of congress, 
who had either been the active promoters of his rise, or whose 
confidence in the military capacity of Washington had become 
shaken by his defeats. 011 the other hmd,  the inipressions 
received by the numerous officers who clustered around "VTash- 
ington, of the ill-will Lome by the same men to him, gained 
streilgtl~ fro111 the alleged llesihtion of San~ue l  :mcl ,Jolin 
Adams, and others of their friends, to confer almost dictatorial 
authority on him, not less than from the rumors set afloat that 
they favored none but annual enlistments. Thus i t  fell out, 
in course of time, that the line became very marked, both in 
congress and the army, between the friends of General Wash- 
ington and those who were considered averse to him. After 
the success of Gates in the north, whom the latter class had 
succeeded in placing in comiusmd there, these became know11 
as his partisans. Although this distinction had not obtained 
a t  the moment of Mr. Adams's retirement from service in con- 
gress, and though i t  is certnin that his feelings were never 
enlisted either way, yet as  his affinities in congrcss had alwi~ys 
been with those who favored Gates, he was associated, in the 
minds of many in and out of the army, with that class. Among 
the yomig persons who received this impression was Alexander 
Hamilton, just commencing his career, already a decided friend 
of Schuyler, whose daughter he afterwards married, and equally 
determined against Gates. This siding had 110 consequences 
a t  the time. But its effects became perceptible a quarter of a 
century later, in a manner that will be explained as this narra- 
tivc proceeds. 

But the differences, which a t  one moment thrcsifened the most 
painful consequences from this state of things, lost all their im- 
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mediate importance from the failure of Gates to sustain in the 
south the reputation he had gained in the north, as well as from 
the exposure of the intrigues of several of the military advcn- 
turers who had come out from France to advance their fortunes 
ill America. The line of division, however, continued in con- 
gress, which other influences soon helped to render more and 
more permanent. As a general thing, those who had been. 
most in advance in the popular movement of independence, 
formed the nucleus of one set of opinions, whilst those who 
had held back, became component parts of the other. The 
former naturally feared, the latter as  naturally inclined to  repose 
great power in the military chief. Had no oilier circumstances 
occurred, this alone would have given shape to parties; but 
there were others, and very material ones, which came from 
beyond the water. 

The foreign policy of the new country soon infused elements 
of discord, \vl~ich iningle(1 wit11 and color to the c u r r e ~ ~ t  
of events. Quite early in the difficulties, intimations had been 
very guardedly given to leading Americans, through persons in 
communication with, though not avowed agents of the French 
government, that aid would be afforded, provided that proper 
channels could be secured to elude observation. For the sake 
of opening these, the secret committee, heretofore mentioned, 
had been raised in 1775. This committee, composed in great 
part of the most conservative class, had manifested but little 
energy in the execution of their labors. The chief result to 
which they came was the institution of an agency, which they 
conferred upon Silas Deane, with authority to go first to the 
French West Indies and thence to France, and, if he found it 
practicable, to open the desired avenues of communication be- 
tween the countries. Deane was directed to solicit aid from 
the government of France, and from individuals, as well as to 
sound the disposition of the former to enter into relations, 
commercial or political, with the colonies. Whilst this opera- 
tion was contriving on one side, Dr. Arthur Lee, who had been 
for some years known in London as an active friend of Amer- 
ica, very indiscreetly transmitted to Dr. Franklin papers pnr- 
porting to be anonymously addressed to a royalist, Lieutenant- 
Governor Colden, bnt actually written by himself with the 
intent to inspire distrust in the fidelity of a portion of the 



as leaning too much to Great Britain, a n d  it was explicit1 
declared that nothing but the substitution of men like th 
Adamses and Lees, known to be identified with the who1 I 
process of resist,ance to the crown, would avail to unlock the 
bosoms of sympathizers on that side of the 0cean.l Though 
Dr. Lee added a special injunction that these papers should 
be shown only to his brother, Richard Henry, the substnuce o 
them, nevertheless, leaked out, which, coining upon earlier difi 1 culties between the parties, accumnlated causes of clissenaion 
in congress. The first occasion upon which they produced sen- 
sible effects, happened upon the nomination of three coinmis- 
sioners to go to France. Dr. Franklin was chosen, of course ; 
Air .  Jefferson was next elected, and not until he declined conld 
Dr. Lee come in. For the third place, Samuel Adams, Richard 
Henry Lee, and Gerry had earnestly pressed upon John Adams 
to accept a nomination; but as  he refused to listen to the 
proposal, the lot fell, out of that connection, upon Silas Deane, 
even though he had already lost the confidence of his own 
State of Connecticut. At the instance of those who sym- 
pathized with Lee, however, the policy was adopted of extcnd- 
ing applications to other European powers, in consequence o 
which William Lee and Ralph Izard were added as agents t 9 
go to Holland, to Prussia, and to Italy. Thus it happened that 
each side alternately prevailed, and the seeds were freely sown 
of other differences, which, in no long time, fructified abun- 
dantly on both sides of the ocean. 

But out of all the diplomatic appointments, made by this 1 
remarkable asse!~ibly from among men wholly new and un- , 

trained in the arts of this peculiar profession, it is a singular 
fact that only that of Silas Deane proved discreditable to their 
choice. And even this error can scarcely be said to have 
originated with them. I t  was rather the adoption of a prior 
act of the secret conlmittee, not improbably wrung from them 
by personal address and over-solicitation. In truth, the duties 
with which Deane had been charged were of the most dclicat Â 

1 The  sentence expressing this opinion, and tlic injunction of secrecy upon 
Frankl in ,  do not appear in  the papers as print(-(1 in tliu Diplomatic Cnrrespond- 
ence o f  the devolution, vol. ii. p. 7. They are  found in Force's American Archives, 
4th series, vol. iv. pp. 11 25-1126. 
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and difficult nature, requiring a combination of talents seldom 
to be met with in one mail. They called for knowledge, capa- 
city, and address, with sagacity i11 penetrating the motives of 
others, as  well as moral elevation in his own. Mr. Deane had 
little or nothing of all this. With some mercantile informa- 
tion,. and a readiness, by many denominated practical talent, 
he united that species of dexterity, not uncommon in the 
political affairs of America, which is often mistaken for statcs- 
manship, although it seldom deserves to be so much honored. 
This had brought him into notice in Connecticut, through his 
success in procuring his own election as a delegate to the 
first congress. It likewise secured him sufficient reputation, 
while he remained a member, to fortify his claim to a post 
which no more capable person was found eager to contest. 
He went to France, and immediately entered upon a scene 
wholly novel to him, with the brilliancy of which he seems to 
have been early dazzled. Adventurers of all sorts crowded 
around him, ready to ofler their valuable services to the great 
cause of liberty a t  a much higher price than they could get 
by remaining to serve despotism at  home. Shrewd traders 
offered to enter into lucrative contracts to any amount with 
him. Enthusiastic were a t  his feet, with plans, for 
an adequate consideration, to build up a great State in Amer- 
ica by the shortest possible process in  the safest possible way. 
Exalted by finding himself in such vogue, too vain to be aware 
of the thorough analysis which was making of his*own char- 
acter among the trained agents of the power to which he had 
been sent, and wholly unequal to threading the mazes of the 
crafty and corrupt society around him, he seems to have re- 
signed himself to the enjoyments put in his way;  enjoyments, 
too, which he could more readily obtain, the more he would 
exercise of the powers supposed to be vested in him. As an 
inevitable consequence, he plunged into contracts, and author- 
ized agencies, with little regard to the extent to which lie 
embarrassed his principals, and precipitated upon them a set of 
turbulent and rapacious foreign officers, whose demands to out- 
rank natives gave rise to some of the most grave and per- 
plexing difficulties of the war. 

Neither was this the worst of the troubles he occasioned. 
When joined in the commission with his two colleagues, by 
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paying court to  Dr. Franklin, as the natural centre of a greater 
inflnence, and neglecting Arthur Lee, he managed to sow dis- 
cord abundantly between them. Whilst his exclusive deference, 
011 one side, secured for him the easy sympathy of Franklin in 
all his plans, his inattention, 011 the other, roused Lee's sensitive 
jealousy against both his colleagues. LPC'S cause was taken 
up by his brother William, and by Ralph Izard, who happened 
to  be in Europe, both of them provided with commissions to 
other powers, which they could not yet use, whilst Deaiie buc;iine 
the centre around whom the friends of Franklin rallied. The 
dissensions thus begun in France were not long in spreading 
to  America, and to the heart of congress. And here, again, the 
Lees and the Adamses, Virginia, Ncw England and Penusyl- 
vsinin, became ranged in opposition to New York, with inany 
members of the Southern States. These results, however, did 
not appear until some time later than the period immediately 
under consideration. They will be more fully explained in the 
sequel. The reference to them is inside now only to show in 
one view tlic rise and progress of parties from the date of the 
Dec1:u'iition of Independence. 

I t  remains in this chapter briefly to sum up the services of 
Mr. Aclams during the sixteen months that he continued in con- 
gress. To this end it will not be necessary minutely to recapit- 
ulate from the journal the important duties committed to the 
board of war, over which he presided, much less the labors he 
performed on many other committees. It is sufficient to say, 
from his own account, that from four o'clock in the morning until 
ten a t  night he had not a single moment that he could call his 
own. So exhausting was this toil, tliat a t  one time he sent 
to Massachusetts an earnest request to have the service relieved 
by dividing it among a greater number of members, and fail- 
ing in this he offered his resignation. But i t  was not accepted, 
and he obtainecl, instead, a leave of absence for some months 
during the Litter part of the year 1776. 

With the exception of the brilliant actions a t  Trenton and 
Princetoii, there was little in the military department, while he 
had the superintendence of it, that was calcu1:ited to cheer his 
spirits. But lie never despaired. The loss of New York and the 
retw:it through Jersey excited in him more indignation than dis- 
cuiu-agcmcnt. The advance of Howe on l't~ilaclelpliia, causing 
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the flight of the congress from that city to the borough of York, 
instead of depressing him, was correctly viewed as placing the 
British force ill a position to do the least possible mischief. He 
took comfort in every item of favorable intelligence, and made 
out of every disaster an occasion for urging amendment in 
those part'icular in which errors had become apparent. His 
spirit may be best gathered from his private correspondence 
with officers of the army, particularly with those from New 
England, who communicated confidentially to him their causes 
of complaint. In answer to a letter from General Greene, which 
pointed out one of these, an alleged unfair system of promo- 
tion, Mr. Adams wrote the following : - 

Philadelphia, 4 August, 1776. 

L L  Your favor of the 14th of July is before me. I am happy 
to find your sentiments concerning the rewards of the army 
and the promotion of officers so nearly agreeable to mine. I 
wish the general sense here was more nearly agreeable to them. 
Time, I hope, will introduce a proper sense of justice in those 
cases where i t  may, for want of knowledge and experience, be 
wanting. 

The New England colonels, you observe, are jealous, that 
southern officers are treated with more attention than they, 
because several of the southern colonels have been made gen- 
erals, but not one of them. 

Thompson was, somehow or other, the first colonel upon 
the establishment, and so entitled to promotion by succession, 
and it was also supposed, by ability and merit. This ought not, 
therefore, to  give offence. Mercer, Lewis, Howe, Moore were 
veteran officers, and stood in the light of Putnam, Thomas, 
Frye, Whitcomb, &c., among the New England officers. Added 
to  this, we have endeavored to give colonies general officers in 

I some proportion to their troops; and colonies have nice feel- 
ings about rank, as well as colopels. So that I do not think our 
colonels have jnst cause to complain of these promotions. 

Lord Stirling was a person so distinguished by fortune, 
family, and the rank and employments he had held in civil life, 
added to his experience in military life, that it was thought no 
great uneasiness would be oecsisionecl by his advancement. 
k f i l i n  was a gentleman of family and fortune in his country, 

L 
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of the best education and abilities, of great knowledge of the 
world, and remarkable activity. Besides this, the rank he had 
held as a member of the legislature of this province, and a 
member of congress, and his great merit in the civil department 
in subduing the Quaker and proprietarian interests, added to 
the Tory interests of this province, to the American system of 
union, and, especially, his activity and success in infusing into 
this province a martial spirit and ambition, which it never felt 
before, were thought sufficient causes for his advancement. 

Besides all this, my dear Sir, there is a political motive. 
Military characters in the southern colonies are few. They 
have never known much of war, and i t  is not easy to make a 
people warlike who have never been so. All the encourage- 
ment and every incentive, therefore, which can be given with 
justice, ought to be given, in order to excite an ambition among 
them for military honors. 

But, after ail, my dear Sir, I wish I could have a few hours 
free conversation with you upon this important subject. A 
general officer ought to be a gentleman of letters and general 
knowledge, a man of address and knowledge of the world. He 
should carry with him authority and command. There are 
among the New England officers gentlemen who are equal to 
all this ; Parsons, Hitchcock, Varnum, and others younger than 
they, and inferior to them too in command; but these are a 
great way down in the list of colonels, and to promote them 
over the heads of so many veterans would throw all into eon- 
fusion. Reed, Nixon, and Prcscott are the oldest colonels. They 
are allowed to be experienced officers and brave men;  but I 
believe there is not one member of congress who knows the 
face of either of them; and what their accomplishments are, 
I know not. I really wish yon would give me your advice 
freely upon these subjects, in confidence. It is not every piece 
of wood that will do to make a .Mercury; and bravery alone 
is not a sufficient qualification for a general officer. Name me 
a New England colonel, of whose real qualifications I can 
speak with confidence, who is entitled to promotion by succcs- 
sion, and if I do not get him made a general officer, I will- join 
the New England colonels in their jealousy, und outclamor the 
loudest of them. There is a real difficulty attending this sub- 
ject, which I know not how to get over. Pray help me. I 
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believe there would be no difficulty in obtaining advancement 
for some of the New England colonels here. But by promoting 
them over the heads of so many, there would be a difficulty in 
the army. Poor Massachusetts will fare the worst." 

The letter of General Green, to which this is a reply, contains 
a sentence, not without its meaning, as addressed to Mr. Adains 
a t  this time. Alluding to the arrival of the Howes, lie says :- 

(< I wrote you, some time past, I thought you were playing a 
desperate game. I still think so." 

Such was never tlic opinion of Mr. Adams. Bat  the sen- 
tence seems to have had its effect in preparing him for the 
defeats that followecl. On the 17th of August he wrote to 
James Wan-on of his wish to be relieved. 

I must entreat you to embrace the earliest opportunity after 
the General Court shall assemble, to elect some new members 
to attend here; at  least, one to attend instead of me. As to 
others, they will follow their own inclinations. If it had not 
been for the critical state of things, I should have been :it Bos- 
ton ere now. But a battle being expected at  New York, as i t  
is every day, and has been for some time, I thought it would 
not be well to leave my station here. Indeed, if the decision 
should be unfortunate for America, i t  will be absolutely neces- 
sary for a congress to be sitting, and perhaps I may be as well 
calculated to sustain such a shock :is some others. I t  will be 
necessary to  have some persons here who will not be seized 
with an ague-fit upon the occasion." 

He goes on to complain of omissions on the part of Massa- 
chusetts : - 

< L  Our province have neglected some particular measures, 
apparently of small moment, which are really important. One, 
ill particular, let me mention a t  present. You should have 
numbered your regiments, and arranged all your officers accorcl- 
ing to their rank, and transmitted the accounts to congress, at  
least to your delegates here. I assure you I have suffered much 
for want of this information. Besides, this has a great effect 
upon the public. The five and twentieth regiment from the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts Bay would make a sound. 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, kc., are very 
sensible of this. They have taken this political precaution, and 
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they have found its advantage. It has a good effect, too, upon 
officers. It makcs them think themselves men of consequence. 
I t  excites their ambition, and makcs them stand upon their 
honor. 

"Another subject, of great importance, we ought to have 
been informed of. I mean yam' navy. W e  ought to have 
known the number of your armed vessels, their tonnage, their 
number of guns, weight of '  metal, number of men, officers' 
names, ranks and characters. In short, you should have given 
us your complete army and navy lists. Besides this, one wonlcl 
have tlionght we should have been informed, by some means or 
other, of the privateers fitted out in your State, their size, ton- 
nage, gins, men, officers' names and character. But  in all tlicse 
respects I declare myself as  ignorant as the Duke of Choiseul, 
and, I suspect, much more so. 

' Our people have a. cvirions way of telling a story. 6 The 
continental cruisers, Hsincoc-lc and Franklin, took a noble prize.' 
Ay! but who knows any thing about the said cruisers? How 
large arc they ? How many guns ? Six, nine, twelve, eighteen, 
or twenty-four ponnclrrs? How many men? "Who was tlie 
commander? These questions are asked me so often, that I am 
ashamed to repeat my answer : I do not know ; I cannot tell ; 
T have not heard ; our province have never informed me. The 
reputation of the province, the character of your officers, and 
the real interests of both sutler inexpressibly by this inaccuracy 
and negligence. Look into Colonel Cmipbell's letter. With 
what precision he states every particular of his own force, of 
the force of his adversary, and how exact is his narration of 
circumstances, step by step! When shall we acquire equal 
wisdom ? W e  must take more pains to get men of thorough 
education and accomplishment into every department, civil, 
military, and naval." 

The news of the action of the 15th of September, a t  New 
York, came, with censures, long and lond, cast upon two New 
England regiments for delinquency. They roused Mr. Adarns 
much. On the 26th, he wrote to William Tudor, who was 
then serving on the spot, the followingletter: - 

6 t  Tlic picture you draw of the army, and the disorders which 
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prevail in it, is shocking, but I believe it is just. But  we often 
find in the variegated scene of human life that much good 
grows out of great evil. A few disgraces and defeats have 
done more towards convincing the congress than the rhetoric of 
many months, assisted by frequent letters from the General 
and many other officers of the army, was able to effect. Before 
this time yo11 have been informed that the articles of war are 
passed and printed, and a new plan for the formation of a 
permanent and regular army is adopted. I wish it may have 
success. Pray, give me your opinion of it. 

' l  The late events a t  New York have almost overcome my 
utmost patience. I can bear the conflagration of towns, any, 
almost any thing else, public or private, better than disgrace. 
The cowardice of New England men is an unexpected dis- 
covery to me, and, I confess, has put my philosophy to the 
trial. If I had heard that Parsons's and Fellows's brigades had 
been cut to pieces, and had my father, my brother, and my son 
been among the slain, I sincerely believe, upon a. cool exan 'ins- ' 

tion of my ow11 heart, i t  would not have given me so much 
grief as the shameful flight of the 15th instant. I hope that 
'God will forgive the guilty in the next world; but should any 
question concerning this transaction come into any place where 
I have a voice, I should think i t  my duty to bc inexorable in 
this. W e  have none of the particulars; but I conclude that 
such detestable behavior of whole brigades could not have 
happened without the worst examples in some officers of rank. 
These, if any such there are, shall never want my voice for 
sending them to another world. If the best friend I have 
should prove to be one of them, I should thiuli myself guilty of 
his crime, and that I deserved his punishment, if I interposed 
one word between him and death. 

' l  I lament the fall of the young hero, Heuley, but I wish you 
had been more particular in your narration of the enterprise 
which proved so glorious and ,so fatal to him. Yon are much 
mistaken in your apprehension that we are minutely informed 
of such events. W e  suffer great anxiety, and the public suffer 
many misfortunes, for want of information. The post-office, 
which has been in fault, is now beginning to do its duty. Don't 
you neglect yours." 

In the following letter to Henry Kiiox- lie manifests some 



which bore severely, though not nndeservedly, upon the delin- 
quent troops. Knox had expressed the opinion that the Amer- 
ican forces had been saved by the sluggishness of the British 
general. 

" I  agree with you that there is notliiiigof the vast in th p 
characters of the enemy's general or admiral. But I differ in 
opinion from you when you think that if there hncl been, they 
would have annihilated your army. I t  is very true that a silly 
panic has been spread in your aririy, and from thence even to 
Philadelphia. But Hannibal spread as great a panic once a t  
Rome, without daring to attempt to take advantage of it. If 
he had, his own army would have been annihilated, and he 
knew it. A panic in an army, when pushed to desperation, 
becomes heroism. 

LcHowever, I despise that panic, and those who have been 
infected with i t ;  and I could almost consent that the good old 
Roman fashion of decimation should be introduced. The legion 
which ran away had the name of every man in it put into a box, 
and then drawn out, and every tenth man was put to deaf 
The terror of this uncertainty whose lot i t  would be to di 

fears. 

Â 
restrained the whole in the time of danger from indulging their 

'< Pray tell me, Colonel Knox, does every man to  the south- 
ward of Hudson's River behave like a hero, and every man to 
the northward of i t  like a poltroon, or not ? The rumors, reports, 
and letters which come here upon every occasion represent the 
New England troops as  cowards running away perpetually, and 
the southern troops as standing bravely. I wish I could know 
whether i t  is true. I want to know for the government of my 
own conduct ; because, if the New England men are a pack of 
cowards, I would resign my place in congress, where I should 
not choose to represent poltroons, and remove to some southern 
colony, where I could enjoy the society of heroes, and have a 
chance of learning some time or other to be part of a hero 
myself. I must say that your amiable General gives too much 
occasion for these reports by his letters, in which he often 
mentions things to  the disadvantage of some part of New 
England, but seldom any thing of the kind about any other 
part of the continent. 
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( L  You complain of the popular plan of raising tlie new army. 
But if you make the plan as unpopular as yon please, you will 
not mend the matter. If you leave the appointment of officers 
to the General or to the congress, it will not be so well done as  
if left to the assemblies. The true cause of the want of good 
officers in the army is not because the appointment is left to the 
assemblies, but because such officers in sufficient numbers are 
not in America. Without materials; the best workman can do 
nothing. Time, study, and experience alone must make a 
sufficient number of able officers. 

"1 wish we had a military academy, and should be obliged to 
yon for a plan of such an institution. The expense would be 
a trifle-no object a t  all with me." 

To  this letter is appended the following postscript, "which 
shows that Mr. Adams, in 1776, was the first mover in the 
measure, which more than twenty years later, under his admin- 
istration, i t  fell to his share to carry into effective execution. 

" October 1. 

(( This day I had the honor of making a motion for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to consider of a plan for the estab- 
lisl~ment of a military academy in the army. The committee 
was appointed, and your servant was one. Write me yom; 
sentiments upon the subject." 

Worn out wit11 constant labors in his department and in con- 
gress, after the adoption of the measures to reorganize the 
army, which were the most urgent, Mr. Aclams, availing himself 
of his leave of absence for the rest of the year, on the 13th of 
the same month mounted his horse and returned home. During 
this interval from his duties, the events a t  Trenton and Prince- 
ton happened, to give breathing time to the hard pressed and 
almost despairing American troops. Congress conferred powers 
almost dictatorial upon General Washington, and removed to 
Baltimore, whither Air. Adams directed his steps on the 9th of 
January, 1777. Again he was on horseback, winding his way 
through Connecticut to Fishkill, finding, as he said, not one 
half of the discontent nor of the terror among the people that 
he left in  the Massachusetts. From thence he rode up to 
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Poughkeepsie, aud crossing the riv 
course on the west side down to New Windsor, five miles below 
Newburgh. From this pliice he crossed the count,ry to Easton, 
in Pennsylvaiiin, passing through Sussex county, the stronghold 
of tlie Tories in New Jersey. Of this he wrote to Ilia wife 
as follows: " W e  mct with no molestation nor insult'. "VVe 
stopped a t  some of the most noted Tory houses, and were 
treated everywhere with the utmost respect. , Upon the strictest 
iiiquiry I could make, I was assured t h a t a  great majority of 
the inhabitants are stanch Whigs. Sussex, they say, can take 
care of Susses. And yet all agree that there are more Tories 
in that county than in any other. If the British army should 
get into that county in sufficient numbers to protect the Tories, 
t,here is no doubt to be made they would be insolent enough, 
and malicious and revengefnl. But  there is no danger a t  
present, and will lie none, until t,hat event takes place. The 
weat,her has been sometimes bitterly cold, sometimcs warm, 
sometimes rainy, and sonletin~es snowy, ancl the roads abomi- 
nably hard and rough, so that this journey has been the most 
tedious I ever attempted." 

This roundabout journey to Baltimore took just three weeks 
to accomplish. He arrived on the evening of the 1st of Fcbru- 
ary, and on the 3d wrote to James Warren the gratifying intel- 
ligence that New England was once more in high estimation. 
" Our troops have behaved nobly, and turned the fortune of the 
war. Pray let us keep our credit, as I am sure we can." 

The provincial congress of Massachusetts had regularly re- 
chosen Mr. Adams cvcry year a delegate to the federal assem- 
bly, notwithstanding the fact that he continued to hold the 
commission of chief justice of the superior court. That court 
had now become so well established, through the character of 
its judges, as no longer to need extraneous aid to its author- 
ity. He therefore decided up011 resigning his place in it, and 
to apply himself once more to the routine of the war office, 
and other congressional dut,y. Very naturally, lie resumed his 
private corresponclence with the New England officers, in whir11 
he dealt with them in his usual frank and decided way. 7'" 
John Sullivan, he wrote, on the 22d of February, as follows :. 

I had this evening the pleasure of your favor of the 14t11, 
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and a great pleasure i t  was ; as i t  was an evidence that my old 
friends were beginning to recollect me. I have been so long 
absent that I seemed to have lost all my correspondents in the 
army. It would be a t  all times an obligation upon me to hear 
of the motions of the armies, and of our prosperous or adverse 
situations, of our good or ill success. 

(( The account you give of the good behavior of our country- 
men is very pleasing to me, but it is equally so to hear of the 
good behavior of the troops of any other State in the Union. . 
I t  is good behavior that I wish to hear of; and it is quite im- 
material to me where the officer or man was born, or where he 
lives, provided he behaves ill. The sordid prejudices, which are 
carefully fomented, and the malicious slanders which are indus- 
triously propagated, I both despise and detest, if contempt and 
hatred can exist together. 

(( In truth, my old friend, I wish to hear, more than I do, of 
the vigilance, activity, enterprise, and valor of some of our New 
England generals, as well as  others. What  is the army a t  
Providence about? What  is become of the army a t  Peeksldll 
or on the White Plains ? What  numbers have they ? Are we 
to go on forever in this way, maintaining vast armies in idle- 
ness, and losing the fairest opportunity that ever offered, of 
destroying an enemy completely in our power ? W e  have no 
returns of any army, W e  know not what force is on foot any- 
where. Yet we have reason to believe that our constituents are 
paying for a very great force. 

'' Posterity will never blame the men. They will lay all their 
censures upon the general officers. All history has done so ;  
and future historians will do the same. The general officers, 
if they understand themselves, and have a suitable code of 
military laws, will make a good army, if you give them human 
nature only to work upon. I t  behoves you all, then, to look 
out,. I do not mean this as a censure, but as a stimulus. I 
hope to hear from you often ; and wishing you as many laurels 
as you please, I remain your friend." 

General Green continued to write as he had done the year 
before. He repeated his conviction that the game was des- 
perate, though this would make no difference in his resolution 
to see i t  out. He likewise alluded to the low opinion of the 

t 
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military officers, understood to be entertained by hIr. Adams, in 
a manner which led to the following long and bold letter: -- 

' I am not yet entirely convinced that we are plnying a des- 
perate game, though I must confess that my feelings are some- 
what less sanguine than they were last June. This diminution 
of confidence is owing to disappointment. I then expected 
that the enemy would have seen two or three Bunker Hills 
between the point of Long Island and the banks of the Dela- 
ware River. Two or three such actions would have answered 
my purpose. Perhaps one alone. 

I have derived consolation, however, from these clisappoint- 
ineuts, because the people have discovered a patience under 
them greater than might have been expected. It. was not very 
surprisingto me t,hat our troops should fly in certain situations, 
and abandon lines of snch extent, a t  the sudden appearance of 
a formidable enemy in unexpected places, because I had learned 
from Marshal Saxe and from others that such behavior was not 
only common, but  almost constant, among the best regular 
troops. But  there was reason to  apprehend that the people 
would be seized with such a panic upon such a series of ill 
success, that in the fright ancl confusion whole States would 
have revolted, instead of a few paltry individuals ; whereas 
every State has stood firm, and even the most confused and 
wavering of them have gained strength and improved in order 
under all this adversity. I therefore do not yet despair. 

" You say you 'are sensible I have not the most exalted 
opinion of our generals.' From this expression I suspect that 
some busybody has been "endeavoring to do mischief by mis- 
representation. Be this as i t  may, I am generally so well satis- 
fied in my own opinions as  to avow them. 

" I do not expect to see characters, either anlong the states- 
men or the soldiers of a young and tender State like ours, equal 
to some who were bred to the contemplation of great objects 
from their childhood in older ancl more powerful nalions. Our 
education, our travel, our experience have not been equal to the 
production of such characters, whatever our genius may be, 
which I have no reason to suspect to be less than that of any 
nation under the sun. I do not expect to  see an Epaminondas, 
to be sure ; because, in the opinion of Dr. Swift, all the ages of 
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the world have produced but six such characters, which makes 
the chances much against our seeing any such. When such 
shall appear, I shall certainly have an exalted opinion. 

'i Notwithstanding this, I have a sincere esteem of our gen- 
eral officers, taken together as a body ; and believe them, upon 
the whole, the best men for the purpose that America affords. 
I think them gentlemen of as  good sense, education, morals, 
taste, and spirit as any we can find ; and if this opinion of them 
is not exalted enough, I am sorry for it, but cannot help it. I 
hope, however, that my opinion, as w l l  as that of the world in 
general, will be somewhat more sublimated before next winter. 
I do assure you, that two or three Bunker Hill battles, although 
they might be as unsuccessful as that was, would do it. I 
lament the inexperience of all of them, and I am sure they have 
all reason to lament mine. But not to  disguise my sentiments 
a t  all, there are some of them, particularly from New England, 
that I begin to think quite unequal to the high command they 
hold. 

It is very true that ' success generally marks the man of 
wisdom,' and, in some instances, injustice is done to unsuccess- 
ful merit. But  still, it is generally true that success is a mark 
of wisdom, and that misfortunes are owing to  n~isconcluct. 
The sense of mankind has uniformly supported this opinion, 
and therefore I cannot but think i t  just. The same sense has 
uniformly attributed the ill success of armies to the incapacity 
or other imperfections of the general officers, a truth which I 
have sometimes presumed to hint to  some of our general 
officers, with whom I could make so free. There seems to be 
justice in this, because the glory of successful wars is as uni- 
formly attributed to them. 

I shall join with you very cheerfully in ' burying past errors,' 
and in wishing to 'concert and execute the most effectual 
measures to free America from her cruel oppressors.' 

ci You ask why General Lee is denied his request.] You 

General Charles Lee, after he was taken prisoner, through Richard Henry 
Lee and his brother Francis, tlien in congress, made a request to that body that 
two or three gentlemen should be sent to New York to confer with liim "on 
matters deeply interestingto him, and full as 1nirc11 to the public." This appli- 
cation was made with the knowledge and consent of the brothers IIowe. Con- 
gress ilrirlined to grant the request, tor the reasons stated above. Charles Lee's 
letter and Richard Henry's reply are to be foimd in Lee's Memoir of I?. H. Lee, 
vol. i .  pp. 180, 181. 



262 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

ask, Can any injury arise? Will i t  reflect any dishonor npon 
congress ? I do not know that it would reflect any dishonor, 
nor was i t  refused upon that principle. But congress was of 
opinion that great injuries would arise. I t  would take up  too 
much time to recapitulate all the arguments which were used 
upon occasion of his letter. But congress was never more 
unanimous than upon that question. Nobody, I believe, would 
have objected against a conference concerning his private affairs 
or his psirticular case. But  it was inconceivable that a confvr- 
enco should he necessary upon such subjects. Any tiling relsitive 
to these might have been conveyed by letter. But i t  appears 
to be an artful stratagem of tlie two grateful brothers to hold 
1113 to the public view the phantom of a negotiation, in order to 
give spirits and courage to the Tories, to distract and divide 
the Whigs a t  a critical moment, when the utmost exertions are 
necessary to draw together an army. They meant, further, to 
amuse opposition in England, and to aninsc foreign nations 11y 
this manosuvre, as well as the Whigs in America, and I confess 
i t  is not without indignation that I see such a man as Lee 
suffer himself to be duped by their policy so far as to become 
the instrument of it, as Sullivan was upon a former occasion. 
The words of the Count L a  Tour, upon a similar occasion, 
ought to be adopted by us.l 'Remember that now there is 
room neither for repentance nor for pardon. W e  must no 
longer reason nor deliberate. We only want concord and 
steadiness. The lot is cast. If we prove victorious, we shall 
be a just, free, and sovereign people. If we are conquered, we 
shall be traitors, perjured persons, and rebels.' 

"Bu t  further. W e  see what use government and the two 
houses make of the former conference with Lord Howe. "What 
a storm in England they are endeavoring to raise against us  
from that circnmstanee. 

" But another thing. W e  have undoubted intelligence horn 

1 "The  princes of the union were not diligent enough in prepiring for war. 
They suffered themselves to be amused with proposals of accoi~iii~odiit~ioi~. They 
gave tile Leag~ie time to bring together great forces. and, afler tliat, tlit'y could 
no longer brave it. Tliey comn~itted the finlt, which is very common in civil 
wars, namely, tliat people endeavor to save appearimcrs. If a party would save 
appearances, they must lie quiet; but if they will not lie quiet, they must push 
things to an extremity, without keeping; any measures. I t  rarely happens but 
that otherwise they are at once both criminal iind unlbrtiiiiate." 

Bayle's Life of' Gustauus Adoiphus. 
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Europe that the ambassaclors and other instruments of the 
British ministry a t  foreign courts made the worst use of. the 
former conference. That conference did us a great and essen- 
tial injury a t  the French court, you may depend upon it. Lord 
Howe knows it, and wishes to repeat it. 

Congress is under no concern about any use that the dis- 
affected can make of this refusal. They would have made the 
worst use of a conference. As to any terms of peace, look into 
the speech to both Houses, the answers of both Houses. Look 
into the proclamations. It  is needless to enumerate particulars 
which prove that the Howes have no power but to murder or 
disgrace us. 

" The retaliation that is to be practised on Lee's account, was 
determined on when I was absent, so that I can give n o  account 
of the reasons for that measure. Yet I have no doubt of the 
right; and as to the disagreeable consequences yon mention, 
these, I hope and presume, will not take place. If they do, 
they will be wholly chargeable on the enemy. The end of 
retaliation, is to prevent a repetition of the injury. A threat 
of retaliation is to prevent an injury, and i t  seldom fails of its 
design. In  Lee's case, I am confident, i t  will secure him good 
treatment. If Lee's confinement is not strict,, that of Campbell 
and the Hessians ought not to be. The intention was that 
they should be treated exactly as Lee is. 

Our late promotions may possibly give disgust; but that 
cannot be avoided. This delicate point of honor, which is 
really one of the most putrid corruptions of absolute monarchy, 
I mean the honor of maintaining a rank superior to abler men, 
I mean the honor of preferring a single step of promotion to the 
service of the public, must be bridled. It is incompatible wit11 
republican principles. I hope, for my own part, that congress 
'will elect annually all the general officers. If, in consequence 
of this, some great men should be obliged, at  the year's end, to 
go home and serve their country in some other capacity, not less 
necessary, and better adapted to their genius, I do not think the 
public would be ruined. Perhaps it would be no harm. The 
officers of the army ought to consider that the rank, the dignity, 
and the rights of whole States are of more importance than 
this point of honor; more, indeed, than the solid glory of any 
particular officer. The States insist, with great justice and 
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sound policy, on having a share of the general officers in some 
proportion to the quotas of troops they are to raise. This prin- 
ciple has occasioned many of our late promolions, and it ought 
to satisfy geutleineu. But if i t  does not, they, as well as the 
public, must abide the consequences of their discontent. 

" I shall a t  all times think myself happy to hear from you, 
my dear Sir, and to give the ntinost atteutioi! to whatever you 
may suggest. I hope I shall not often trouble you to read so 
long a lurry of small talk." 

One of the most difficult portions of the duty of the board 
of war was to maintain the authority of congress i n  the dis- 
pntes which were constantly taking place among the 
officers. On the lZth of Xu-ell, the board reported resolutions 
of censure upon General Schuyler, for the tone taken by him 
i n  Ilia letters to congress. They were adopted, and are recorded 
ill the journal of that day. But this incident did not compare 
in difficulty with tllilt created by the concerted threats of resig- 
nation made by Grceu, Kuox, and Sidlivau, all of them con- 
fidential correspondents of Mr. Adiims, upon the bare rumor 
that Dueoildray, the French engineer, engaged, without author- 
ity, by Silas Deane in France, was about to be set over their 
heads. This act was the more remarkable on the part of Green, 
as he had, more than a month before, in a private letter to 
Mr. Adanis, protested with great freedom agaiust it, and had 
received private assurances from him that congress --as in no 
disposition to sanction the contract. The event caused Air. 
Adams great pain, as he had a stroug parti;ility for that officer. 
Nevcrthelcs, he did not hesitate to address him a frank reinon- 
strarn-e, and to place before him a t  oucc the alternative of with- 
drawing his act, or of giving in his resignation. I n  spirit, i t  
is so similar to the resolution which congress unanimously 
adopted, that there can be little doubt the hitter was equally 
his. Congress voted : - 

That the President transmit to General Washington copies 
of the letters from Generals Sullivan, Green, and Knox to con- 
gress, with direetioiis to him to let those officers know that 
eongross consider the said letters as an attempt to influence 
their drcision>, an invnaiou of the libcrtics of the people, and 
indicatinga avant of confidence in the justice of congress; that 



i t  is expected by congress the said officers will make proper 
acknowledgments for an interference of so dangerous a ten- 
dency ; but if any of those officers are unwilling to serve their 
country under the authority of congress, they shall be a t  liberty 
to resign their commissions, and retire." 

It does not appear that any of then1 made the apologyex- 
pect,ed. Green never answered Mr. Adams's private letter, nor 
did be resume the correspondence. The officers did no$, how- 
ever, resign their posts, and congress, in a few days, decided not 
to ratify Mr. Deane's engagement, so that the difficulty was 
removed. Considerhagthe helpless situation of congress, i t  is 
quite surprising that they should have succeeded even so well 
as they did, in maintaining their influence over the army. The 
current of late years has been setting against them, as if they, 
as a body, had failed hi  their duty, and had consumed the time, 
which they should have spent in active support of the war, 
ill maturing factious combinations agniust the commander-in- 
chief. There is no just foundation for these strictures, however 
they may apply to individual members. The army, although 
a t  heart patriotic, was all the time filled with personal jeal- 
ousies and discontents, which nothiuglkept within reasonable 
bounds but the impassible moderation of Washington. Herein 
i t  was that he saved the country, far more than by any act 
of his military campaigns. Neither is it any cause of wonder 
or censure, that the patriots in congress, who had not yet had 
any decisive experience of his true qualities, should have viewed 
with much uneasiness the power which circumstances were 
accumulating in his hands. History had no lesson to  prompt 
confidence in him, and, on the other hand, it was full of warn- 
ings. 111 this light, the attempt, whilst organiziug another army 
in the north, to raise up a second chief, as a resource, in case 
of failure with the first, must be viewed as a measure not wit,h- 
out much precautionary wisdom. The conception, probably, 
belonged to Samuel Adams, who, in the absence of his kins- 
man, had been added to the board of war;  but it was actively 
promoted by both. The consequence was the ren~oval of 
Schuyler, who, in spite of his useful services, had become ob- 
noxious to New England, the establishment of General Gates 
in command of the army, largely composed of the New Eug- 
land forces summoned to resist Burpyne,  and the prosecution 
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of the northern campaign. This constituted one of the great 
labors of the summer of 1777, labors which cut off Mr. Adams 
from the ability to keep copies of his letters and to continue 
his diary, to such a degree that i t  is impossible here to give the 
evidence to show thcir extent. 

Congress remained but a short time a t  Baltimore. Yet their 
return to Philadelphia was not destined to be permanent. Early 
in August Air. Adams foresaw that they would be driven away 
by IIowe, and prepared his wife for it in the following lively 
way : - 

6 L  Do not be anxious for my safety. If Howe comes here, I 
shall run away, I suppose, with the rest. W e  are too brittle 
ware, you know, to stand the dashing of balls and bombs. I 
wonder upon what principle the Roman senators refused to fly 
from the Ganls, and determined to sit, with thcir ivory staves 
and hoiiry beiird~, in the porticos of their houses, until the 
enemy entered the city, and, although they confessed they 
resembled the gods, put them to the sword. I should not 
choose to indulge this sort of dignity; but I confess myself so 
much injured by these barbarian Britons, that I have a strong 
inclination to meet them in the field. This is not revenge, I 
believe, but there is something sweet and delicious in the eon- 
templation of it. There is in our hearts an indignation against 
wrong, that is righteous and benevolent, and he who is destitute 
of it, is defective in the balance of his affections, and in his 
moral character." ' 

His spirit was not cast down, however, by the imminent 
danger. Thus he speculates, in another letter : - 

The moments are critical here. W e  know not but the next 
will bring us an account of a general engagement begun ; and 
when once begun, we know not how it will end, for the battle 
is not always to the strong. The events of war are uncertain. 
All that we can do is to pray, as I do most devoutly, tlii~t we 
may be victorious, a t  least that we may not be vanquished. 
But if it should be the will of IIeiiven that our army should be 
defeated, our artillery lost, our best generals killed, and Pliila- 
dclphia fall into Mr. Howc's hands, still, America is not con- 
quered. America would yet be possessed of great resources, 
and capable of great exertions, as mankind would sec. It  may, 
for what I know, be the design of Providence that this should 



be the case; because i t  would only lay the foundations of 
American independence deeper, and cement them stronger. It 
would cure Americans of their vicious, and luxurious, and 
effeminate appetites, passions, and habits, a more dangerous 
army to American liberty than A i r .  Howe's." 

Although the result was not quite so bad as here appre- 
hended, it was bad enough. Before daylight of the morning 
of the 19th of September, news came from the eoinmunder-in- 
chief that the British had i t  in their power, if they pleased, to  
enter Philadelphia forthwith. Not a t  all unprepared for this, 
Mr. Adams was up betimes, mounted his horse, and in com- 
pany with his friend, Marchant, a delegate from Rhode Island, 
arrived early that day a t  Trenton. Two days later they resumed 
their journey, passing through Easton, Bethlehem, and Reading, 
to Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, a t  which last place congress 
reassembled 011 the 27th. But finding this place not conxcn- 
ieut, they passed on the next day to York. Tlie course had 
been circuitous enough, more than doubling the direct distance 
between the ends of the journey, but it was attended with no 
annoyance from the enemy, aiid i t  enabled the members to 
keep an eye upon the transportation of the public papers. 
Arrived a t  York, Air. Adams found comfortable quarters in tlie 
house of General Roberdeau, one of the Pennsylvania delegates, 

an Israelite indeed," and he assured his wife that his spirit 
was not the worse for the loss of Philadelphia. 

Yet the state of things was rather gloomy. General Howe 
had made his way to that city with little difficulty. Tlie dis- 
affection prevailing in the lower counties had become manifest, 
the moment i t  could avail itself of British protection. Wash- 
ington had failed to make good his ground of defence, and there 
"was every reason to believe that the seaboard of the Middle 
States must henceforth be entirely abandoned. The number of 
members now assembled, up011 whom devolved the responsibil- 
ity of continuing the struggle, had become quite small, seldom 
exceeding thirty, often falling as low as twenty-three. The 
duties to be performed by this handful were never heavier. 
They acted as administrative, aiid executive, and judicial 
officers, not less than as  legislators, The country has retained 
a very feeble idea of their labors, and historians, led away by 
the more stirring events of the battle-field, have by no ineans 
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done justice to the intellectual and moral qualities that were 
. . 

giving, a t  this time, its shape and destiny to the systematic 
independence which was the object of the struggle. Mr. Adams 
still remained a t  the head of the board of war, which, by reason 
of the severity of its labors, had been more than once enlarged, 
but this did not save him from the necessity of taking his turn 
in other departments. A' great proportion of the whole num- 
ber of members were enrolled in the service of the war and 
treasury committees; but there was another, charged with the 
correspondence from abroad, which was every day growing in 
importance; and still another had been established to hear 
and decide upon appcals from the admiralty co~~r t s .  Of such 
a committee Mr. Adams, from his professional fitness, almost 
unavoidably became a member, and he was ultimately made 
its chairman. It is no cause for surprise, then, that he should 
say to his wife that lie was oppressed with public cares." But  
he was not discouraged. 

I have long foreseen," he wrote, " that we should be brought 
down to a great degree of depression before the people of 
America would be convinced of their real danger, of the true 
ciinses.of it, and be stimulated to take the necessary steps for a 
reformation. Government and law in the States, large luxation 
and strict discipline in our armies, are the only things wanting 
as  human means. These, with the blessings of Heaven, will 
certainly produce glory, triumph, liberty, and safety, and peace. 
And nothing but these will do." 

One branch of the great system, originally contemplated, yet 
remained incomplete. The plan of confederation, the main 
spring of the united movement of the States, had not been 
brought to any positive shape. The pressure of subjects de- 
manding an immediate decision, had interposed delays that had 
been increased by the differences of opinion naturally springing 
out of a topic so momentous. In this way, fifteen months had 
been suffered to intervene, and the confederation still remained 
a n  undetermined question. Nor yet had the time been alto- 
gether lost. At intervals, the niiun principles a t  the foundation 
of ilie system had been presented lor consicleration, freely dis- 
cussed, and permanently settled. The territorial limits of the 
States, their rights of representation, :ind liabilities to be taxed, 
had been the most difficult points to be harmoniou~ly arranged. 
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Through all these questions Mr. Aclams had taken an active 
and leading part in debate. Sometimes he was fortunate 
enough to agree with the greater number, and a t  others he 
adhered to his own judgment against that even of his iinme- 
diate colleagues and friends. Although most of the final 
votes were taken after the adjournment to York, there is no 
trace left of any discussions a t  that place. Upon one point Mr. 
Aclams was steady in his opposition to t,he last. He could not 
consent to the seventeenth article, which provided that the 
Stat,es should have an equal vote in congress without regard 
to their extent or population. In this he stood alone among 
the cle1eptes of the States north of ITirgiilia. He  lil~e~vise 
stoocl aloi~e in voting for a~eprese-nMoi1-apportioned to p o p -  - 
lation, each delegate of which should have a separate vote. 
Again he so stood in favor of a representation proportioned to 
the annual contributions of the States to the federal treasury. 
In the first two cases, a t  least, there can be little doubt a t  this 
time- of the correctness of his views. No permanency could 
have been obtained by any plan which would forever continue 
the power of New York and Pennsylvania on the same level 
"with that of Delaware and Rhode Island. Very justly did he 
immediately prognosticate, from this decision, the speedy failure 
of the whole experiment. Ah. Marellant, a delegate present, 
has described the occasion, and thus rescued from oblivion one 
of the most characteristic anecdotes that has been told of him.] 
Upon another question he stood, in conjunction with the rest of 
New England, in opposition to  all the other members but two. 
That question touchecl the proper apportionment of the public 
charges. The plan proposed and adopted was to base i t  ex- 
clusively upon land and buildings. New England would have 
extended it to other property, inclucl in~ in - -  the t~rl11-Af~i~ai1 
slaves. The other States, in which this description of popnla- 

--- - 

tion was mostly found, preferred then to exempt themselves 
from charge by considering them as exclusively persons. This 
distinction should always be kept in mind, in connection with 
the language of the constitution, framed eleven years afterwards. 

The confederation, from its outset, was placed on a wrong 
basis. It was a league of States, creating a mere outward form 

1 Vol. iii. p. 70, note. 
23 * 
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of sovereignt,~, with all effective powers reserved to themselves. 
The consequence naturally followecl that the States, never hav- 
ing advanced to the recognition of any common system of 
performing obligations, gradually receded to the fulfilment of 
none a t  all. This might have been, and probably was, foreseen 
by some of those concerned in the construction of it. And yet 
they were right in thinking the experiment worth making. In  
the then state of opinion, there is 110 reason for belicviugtliat 
any thing better could have been obtained. The jealousies - 
between tlie States were not to be overcome by any thing sliort 
of a surrender, on the part of the large ones, of their undefined 
claims to territory, ancl an organization of the ceded lands in a 
separate and distinct shape. These were objects which the 
confederated system secured, and which removed obstacles and 
paved the way to something better. But over ancl above the 
advantages gained from this positive action, there were others, 
of not less importance, drawn from the experience obtained of 
its negative character. The people of the thirteen States needcd 
the conviction that such a plan would not do, before they could 
be persuaded to proceed to a better. This was purchased by the 
sacrifice of ten years, a short period in the progress of nations. 
And even this interval was partially improved ; for a t  least that 
portion of i t  devoted to the war was not passed without favor- 
ing the steady growth of a national spirit and a decline of local 
prejudices, through the union of the common forces, raised 
without discrimination, and contending for a common cause. 

Whilst engaged in perfecting the details of this experiment, 
and in the midst of the gloom caused by the misfortunes in 
eastern Pennsylvania, came a ray of light from the north. For 
nearly a week it appeared so doubtfully as to cause only pain- 
ful anxiety. On tlie 24th of October, Mr. Adams wrote thus : - 

From last Sunday to this moment, Fridny afternoon, four 
o'clock, we have been in a state of tormenting uncertainty con- 
cerning our affairs a t  the northward. On Sunday, we had 
news from the committee of Albany, through Governor Clinton 
and General Washington, of a capitulation of Bm-goyne and 
his whole army. To  this moment we have no express from 
Gates, nor any authentic confirmation." 

The express-rider, Willdnson, though not so expeditious as  
be should have been, came a t  last, and the news was all and 



LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 271 

more than all that was hoped for. To  Mr. Adams it was par- 
ticularly grateful, inasmuch as it redeemed the reputation of the 
New England troops. It was clear that the work of subjuga- 
tion was to begin anew. So  far the congress felt that they had 
cause for profound congratulatioa. But not one of the mein- 
bers imagined, neither has it, until very lately, come to light, 
that this event made the turning-point in the struggle. It deter- 
mined the wavering counsels of France to an alliance, which, 
in its tnrn, baflled Lord North's last scheme of conciliation by 
sendin~oinmissioners, and filled him with despair. From this 
date he was no more a responsible minister, although thc facil- 
ity of his nature led him to consent, for several years longer, 
to appear one. The obstinacy of the sovereign demanded a 
further perseverance in the war, and, merely to please him, 
North silcrificed his own convictions and the lives of thousands 
of his fellow-beings. This is the feature of the character of 
that  minister, which should bring down upon him the most 
unequivocal condemnation. The conscientious statesman, who 
acts upon positive ideas, may, indeed, prove the cause of many 
misfortunes to his country from mistaking his policy, but when 
convinced of error, he will either frankly retrace his steps or 
give way to others disposed to adopt a different system. In no 
case will he consent to carry on the government, for a moment, 
upon measures, in the favorable issue of which he has lost his 
faith. Had Lord North been of this class, he would have 
insisted upon the monarch's accepting his resignation forthwith. 
Altl~ongh the issue of such a decision might not have been 
immediate pence, a t  any rate i t  would have removed from his 
sliouldcrs the burden of all later consequences of perseverance 
in a hopeless war. 

But Lord North was not of the sensitive race who study 
responsibility in the seliools. He  was of those, not rare in 
every country, who boast of being practical statesmen ; in other 
words, who do what is iu the line of their official duty without 
looking before or after, without caring nicely to analyze the 
reasons for or against any part of the measures, which accident 
or power prescribes. From this time forward he consented to 
remain prime minister so long as  the king could command a 
majority in parliament, although he had no belief in the ability 
to recover the object for which the war was first waged, and 
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though he foresaw that its prolongation might involve an expan- 
sion of the struggle over France and perhaps other great powers 
of Europe. More of the evils of public measures are chargeable 
to  the weakness than to the wickedness of statesmen. The in- 
ability of Lord North to resist the solicitations of a monarch 
whose reason was even then tottering on its throne, was what 
upheld a policy which immediately wasted millions of the earn- 
ings of honest labor, and thousands of precious lives, in four of 
the most civilized and Christian couutries of the globe, and the 
later effects of which, in embroiling the peace of nations and  
shaliingthe foundations of government itself, grcat as they have 
already proved, have as yet been but imperfectly deve1oped.l 

All these things were, however, to Mr. Adams as a sealed 
book, a t  the moment when he prayed for leave of absence from 
coiigress to visit his home, which he had not seen since the 
beginning of the year, and to look after his affairs, his chilcl- 
reu, and his business. He began, indeed, to feel as  if the 
time had come when he might be entirely released from this 
scene of labor, am1 return to the practice of his profession, once 
more open to receive him. The labors to which he had a t  first 
devoted himself, were, in a degree, accomplished. Iudepend- 
ence, the first and main object, had been declared; and the 
capture of Burgoyne's array h:id rendered the prospect of its 
ultimate establishment probable, if not sure. The practice of 
self-government had been earnestly entered upon, in accordance 
with his views, in many of the States, and the general bond of 
a confederation between them all had been a t  last matured, 
and submitted to their approval by congress. All the measures 
necessary to solicit alliances with foreign states had likewise 
been adopted, a favorable issue from which, no longer depen- 
dent upon them, was yet reasonably anticipated, a t  least in the 
case of Prance, from the accounts transmitted by the commis- 
sioners. Even the management of the war was assuming a 
more pleasing aspect. Nothing was left to do but to go on in 
the course marked out, and, with the smiles of Providencv, a 
favorable issue of the adventurous experiment might be fairly 

1 The strictures of Lord Brougham, upon this behavior of Lord North, a r e  
palpably just. The  sig~lidcant thing is, his inci~lenk~l admission tha t  his maxims 
have not generally guided tlie action of public men in Great Britiiin. 

Statesmen of the Reign of George the Third. 
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hoped for. The moment was then propitious for retreat from 
this scene upon which he had been acting almost without re- 
spite for nearly four years. From being one of tlie niost feared 
and distrusted of the members, lie had, by degrees, risen to a 
position of high and leading influence. From the Declaration 
of Independence his policy had been, tinclisputedly, in the asc~1c1- 
ant. If his boldness had clone much to aecelt~ratv that crisis, 
his uever-cloubting couficlenee hnd been scarcely less effective, 
afterwards, in sustaining the spirit of the assembly under the 
inany and grievous discouragements of the unequal struggle. 
It was of him that one of its members, this year, deliberately 
wrote to Dr. Gordon, afterwards the historian of the war, in 
these words : " I never can think we sliall finally fail of sneeess 
while Heaven continues to the congress the life and abilities 
of Mr. John Adams. He is equal to the controversy in all its 
stapes. He stood upon the shoulders of the whole congress 
when reconciliation was the wish of all America. He was 
equally eonripicnons in cutting tlie knot which tied the colonies 
to Great Britain. In a word, I deliver to you tlie opinion of 
every ma11 in the House, -w-lien I add that he possesses the 
clearest head and firmest heart of any man in the congress." 

Thus far the union of Virginia and Massachusetts, with 
Pennsylvania since July, 1776, origiinally centred around the 
Let's and the Aclainses, had eontinnecl, and the success of 
the northern army, which, in  the end, caused the decline of 
its power, might, for the m o m ~ n t ,  be regarded as l ~ l i ~ c i l ~ g  i t  
a t  its point of culmination. Had the subject of this memoir 
been of those who studiously consult the dignity of historical 
attitude, in  regulating their public career, he could not have 
selected a more appropriate honr to retire. But, in truth, he 
was not a t  all of this sort. His single idea in returning homo, 
was that his term of service was fairly over, and others iniglit 
now come in to take their share of the labor. To  his profes- 
siou, his rnnin dependence for tjhe fnture as it had been prior to 
the troubles, he was determined to keep ope11 a way. His 
domestic attachments were altogether too strong to permit him 
to watch, without uneasiness, the lapse of years spent in absence 
am1 under a steady decline of his resources for tlie support :md 
education of his children. It was such motives as these, that 
were leading him to the decision .to quit congress, certainly for 

R 
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a tiine, perhaps forever, when an event unexpectedly occurred, 
xvl~ich, wliilst i t  as effeett~ally p ~ ~ t  an end to  his coi~gressional 
career, transferred his public sei-vice to a new sceue, and a 
widely differciit a i d  inore extended range of action. 

On the 11th of Noveml>er, S a i n ~ ~ e l  and John Adams set out 
froin Yorlc togetl~er, on their way home. TIICY had becn stead- 
ily acting in coilcert, for the same objects, ever since the clay of 
their appearance ill Philadell>liia, ill 1'774, and forttine had t1111s 
far siilg~darly sn~iled .on their 1al)ors. Nore th:m once, in that 
time, the maii~tenance of the policy of il1~1ssael1~isetts itself had 
depended ~ipoi i  the111 alone ; ai~cl the tone of the co i~pess  had 
ever been, to a great extent, affected by that of ~ ~ a s s a c l i ~ ~ s e t t s .  
The hvo men were, in inany respects, different from each otller; 
and yet, in some, they were s ing~~larly alike. The same strengtli 
of will and earnestness of purpose; the same purity of public 
motive ancl of private life. If the one was inore rcil1arI;al~le for 
tlle c o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r e l i e i ~ s i v c ~ ~ e s s  of his speculation, tlie other excelled in 
t11e faculty of interweaving his theory wit11 the passioi~s and 
prii~ciples of those associated with him. If t11e one nras the 
most po\verful in debate, the other was the most pcrs~iasive in 
co~~nsel .  John Adains had already clone his m~orlc. A longer 
stay ill t11e same sphere would not have been productive of 
services \~-llicll inigl~t not equally be rendered by a person of 
inferior powers. Sainuel Adams still renlaii~cd to inf~isc into 
the general co~~nci l s  the same tenacity of l>url>ose wliich had 
marked the policy of his people from t11e day that he had 1~ecbi1 
adinitted to their conficlence. Alt l lo~~gh the kins~nen were about 
to part, i t  was only the more effectively to carry out the great 
objects for \vllic11 both had been draw11 into action. Neither 
was i t  until all of them had been secured, until victory had 
crowned the efforts for American independence, that t l~osc diver- 
sities of temperament w11ich inarlc the earlier, reappear in t11e 
later period of their career. It needed the co~~jo in t  effort of 
the ~nii~cls and hearts of both to  set the stai111) of' AIassachu- 
setts I I ~ J O ~ I  the great n~ovelnent of the western lieinisl)llere, ancl 
accordingly tliey m7ere earnestly, strongly, and perseveringly 
combined to  that end, There are inany honoral>le pages in 
the annals of tlie commoi~~vealth; none ill xvllich tllc type of 
her cl~aracter is more shiningly illnstrated than by the revolu- 
tionary services of these two of her sons. 



CHAPTER VI. 

c 0 ~ 1 3 1 1 ~ ~ 1 0 ~  TO FRAXCE- SERYICES I N  FORMING A COXSTITUTIOX POI: 

~I~ISSACHUSI~:TTS- C O ~ I I S S I O S  TO NEGOTIATE TREATIES WITE GREAT 
BRITAIS - TIIE &IEDIATIOX OF RUSSIA AXD AUSTRIA -NEGOTIATIOXS 
IN HOLLAND. 

THE embarrassments into which congress had been thrown 
by the contracts of Silas Deane so incensed t.hat body against 
hi111 thxt they determined I I ~ O I I  his recall, though his friends 
proved strong enough to prevent any record 011 the journal 
of the precise reason for the act. A few dzys after Mr. Acla~ns 
had left Yo&, the selection of a successor in the commissio~i 
came up for decision. He was nominated by his friend and 
colleague, Elbridge Gerry. The votes of the States s~ifficiently 
indicate the relations of members a t  this tilne. New Eng- 
land with Pennsylvania, the Lees, of Virginia, ancl La~~rens ,  
of South Carolina, elected him) 11~11ilst New York, North Car.0- 
lina, Maryland, Georgia, and one Virginian preferred Robert 
R. Livingston. The nen-s of this e v e ~ ~ t  reacllecl him whilst 
engaged in a came before the adiniralty court a t  Portsmouth, 
in New Hampshire. I t  came accompanied by letters, earnest,Iy 
pressing his accepta~~ce of the trust. c c  I ain charged," said 
James Lovell, then a member of tlie Committee of Foreign 
AEairs, by all those who are truly anxious here for the best 
prosperity of our affairs in France, to press your acceptance of 
the comnlissio~~ wliicli has this clay been voted you. The 
great sacrifices ndiich you have made of private ha l~p i~~ess  
have encouraged them to hope that ~ O L I  will not allow the con- 
siclerxtion of y o ~ u  partial defect in the laliguage to \vc+gIi any 
thing, ~vheil you s~irinount others of a cliffcrei~t nature. Dr. 
Fraill~liil's age alarms 11s. W e  want oue man of i~lflexible 
integrity 011 the embassy?) From the canlp a t  Whitemarsh, 
vhither Mr. G e i ~ y  had been sent on a committee, he m o t e  
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thus: I liope to  have tlie concurrence of yoilr lacly when I 
urge the necessity of your acce13ting your al~pointlnent. It is 
the earnest wish of congress :incl every friend to Atneriea tli:~t 
yo11 clctcrmi~lc in the affirmative, and, of co~~seqllel~ce, e11:1gin 
and disappointlnent will res111t from a ref~lsal." D:~nicl Robcr- 
cleau, the cle1eg:ite from Pe~~r~sylvania,  a t  ~vhosc house he had 
lived ~vllilst at Yorlitom-11, pennecl the follo\ving Iincxs : ii 1 expect 
a chccrf~d acq~~icsccncc in a call so l~onorable, wliieli I clonbt 
not n-ill  pro\^ :L li~siing honor to you ancl your c o ~ ~ n e e t i o ~ ~ s ,  as  
\\-ell as a l~lessil~g to thcsc Statcs. I sl~o~ilcl be sorry for the 
least llesitation. I will not admit the tl~ought of y o ~ ~ r  ref11s:il 
of the ofEce, which ~~-0~11cl occasion a public cl1:igi11." 

The t o m  of' 13em-y L a ~ ~ r e n s ,  t l i e ~  the l'rcsicle~it, as ~vell as of 
Rieh:~rcl Henry Lee, was eqnally ~ ~ r g r n t .  From all \vliich, it 
may be l )~est~nled that hLr AcLtms hacl been elet,tcd ullcler 
grc~lt uncertainty u-lletl~er he ~ ~ ~ o l ~ l c l  consent to t:~l<e the post. It 
\\-a5 not :ill object of general ainbitio~l, i ~ ~ a s l n l ~ c h  as it i~ivolvcd 
no trifling risk of capture on the way. Fro111 a reg:ircl to this 
consider:~tion, wit11 tlie exceptiol~ of F f i~n l~ l i~ t ,  110 i~~clivicl~~al,  1111 

to  this iilne, liacl bee11 clisl~atehccl from Ainerica with a forn~al 
diplolli:~tic co tn~~~ i s s io~ i .  Such selections as collgress had 1n:lcIe 
had t ~ e n  conlincd to pcrsons, like the Lees :111cl A h .  Iz:trcl, liv- 
ing in Et~rope a t  the time the t ro~~bles  bt,gan. To Afr. Adanls, 
thc qt~esiiol~ l~resentccl 11y this l~rol~osal was of thc most s c r io~~s  
clltlraeter. IIe had returned wit11 the pllrpose of res~unj l~g  the 
pr:lctiee of' his lxofession : ~ t  11omc. 'J'ht, acrcptai1ce of this oRcr 
M-ould j11evit:ibly 1)e fic~lt1l to tiny sll(-ll icleci, :LS it lnust take him 
a t  OIWP from t h ~  s~enc ,  and from the :lbility further to contin~ic 
the rel:~tio~ls wit11 his (*liel~ts, wllicll thus far, tllroligll his \~arious 
separations, lle liad s r d ~ ~ l o ~ ~ s l y  preserved. Al)ove d l ,  it ~vot~lcl 
rciiiove 11itil from his ~vifc and his young cliildre~~, a t  a time 
of peril, in a conflict of clo11btf111 issue. Co~~siclerat io~~s not 
s t ro~~ger  than thcse hacl deterred Afr. Jeff'crson from accept- 
ing the same place a few m o ~ t h s  earlier. 011 tllc othcar l1:111(1, 
l~ov ,~ver ,  lay thr o l ~ l ~ o r t ~ ~ ~ i i t y  to promote the systtm of 11oIicy 
to x-11ic11 hc Ilad pledged ewry thing ~vortll I i v iq  for a t  hoine, 
tluo~igli tllc cstablibl~n~ent of relations with foreign co~~ntr ies  
that might serve as bt~ttresscs of indel~ci~clc~ne~~. A11cl there 
was, bcsidcs, thc ambition, natnral to every great mi~~cl ,  to I:~bor 
in :11i adequate ficld for its cxcrcise. 'I'hcse considcratio~is 



fortified by tlie urgency of his friends, not to permit the ques- 
tion of a clloice to be reopened, carried the day. He accepted 
t,he apl~oint.ment, and fortlnvitl~ made preparations for his em- 

Col~gress had directed one of the best of the few vessels a t  
their colnniand to be fitted out to tra~lsport him ; but i t  was two 
~ n o ~ ~ t l ~ s  before she coukl be got ready, and, in the interval, her 
clestinatioil and the object of the voyage had become generally 
kno\vn. On a boisterous morning of the 13th of February, 
177S, the frigate Boston then lying in tlie roaclstead, Captain 
Sanluel Tuclcer went in his boat to Mount Wollaston, a head- 
land of the town of Braintree, constituting a part of the estate 
of AIrs. Adams's maternal unc l~ ,  Norto11 Quincy, at  xvllose 
house Ah. Adams, attended by his eldest son, John Quincy 
Adams, a boy of tell years old, were ready, as  agreed, to meet 
11in1. Here, after an early ancl a hasty ineal, they embarked. 
Mrs. Aclams, not a t  all dauiltecl by the danger, 11acl proposed to 
accolnpany hi111 ; but, after nlat~u-e consideration, it was deemed 
best that she should not el~counter, wit11 three young children, 
the risks of sucll a voyage. Tlie 4 4  Diary" gives a full descrip- 
tion of all that happe~led ; the escape, by superior sailing, from 
British cruisers 011 tlle watcll for the frigate ; the stor111 ill the 
Gulf Strealx, ~vIlic11 shattered the mainmast; t,lle encounter with- 
a British letter-of-marque, and her capture ; ancl, lastly, t,he anx- 
ieties excited in tile approach to the British Channel. Tl~ese 
e v e ~ ~ t s  cannot now carry xvitll them associations like tliose xvitli 
which Mr. Ada~ns  himself, in his lat,er days, used to narrate 
them. How much he must have t110~1ght of t , l~e possibilit,y of 
being ii~~murecl in t,he Tower of L o ~ ~ d o n ,  as a rebel, a fate 

l~icli befell Henry Laurens at  a less critical stage in the strug- 
dily be imagiiled. Such a misfortu~le was not, 

owever, in reserve for him. He reached Bordeaux in safety, 
as received with honors, and immediately passed 011 to Paris, 
here he arrived on the 8th of April, 1778. 

1 
But in the interval t,llat had occul~ed since the date of his 

l ~ l ~ o i ~ ~ t l ~ ~ e n t ,  t.hings had so far changed in Europe, as  materially 

I 
to affect Mr. Adanls's positi011, and to render his expeditioll of 
little utility to his c o ~ ~ n t r y  or to himself. Time, which slo~vly 
unveils the cwt,ain from the i i ~ n e ~  springs of pul~lic action, 11as 

t last slloxvn that the cal~itulation of General Burgoyne, with 
24 
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received the news, that a formidable British :.triny ]lac1 bee11 

co~~tes t ,  and begged for sl~elter ui~cler the r011es of the ina 
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desert him in the hour of a falling cause. Lord North felt its 
force, and, with the customary facility of liis nature, submitted 
himself a passive instrument to execute his master's will. But 
i t  is now proved, beyond a doubt, that from that date he himself 
never anticipated any other termination of the struggle than the 
substantial concession of all that America had demanded. 

The union between France and the United States had been 
sealed in February, just at the time when Mr. Adams was em- 
barking on his voyage. It was in the form of two treaties, one 
a commercial agreement, the other an alliance cont,ingent upon 
the breaking out of hostilities to France on the part of Britain. 
Neither of them precisely conformed to the plan proposed by 
Mr. Adams in congress, which, it will be recollected, was con- 
fined exclusively to trade, and contemplated extending the offer 
of free commerce to all non-belligerent nations. The amend- 
merits were apparently the suggestions of the French govern- 
ment. That incorporated into the treaty of commerce, which 
conceded that no duties should be levied on any kind of mer- 
chandise exported from the United States, by French subjects, 
to the French West India Islands, gave more than an equivalent 
to the privilege obtained of .freedoin from export duty on mo- 
lasses brought from those islands to the United States. And 
although, in practice, it might have enured to the advantage 
of the Americans, as Mr. Deane's Connecticut shrewdness was 
disposed to foretell, it was, on its face, open to the objections 
urged both by Mr. Lee and Air. Izarcl, and was a t  last very 
properly eliminated. In the treaty of alliance, the provision 
which guaranteed to France her possessions in America, in 
exchange for a guarantee of the territorial integrity of the 
United States, though felt as of no moment then, carried wit11 
i t  very grave consequences twenty years later, when the relative 
position of the two nations had become greatly changed. In- 
consistent as it was with Air .  Adams9s notions of neutrality in 
the future contests of Europe, lie was in no humor to raise it as 
an objection to what was in other respects so capital a stroke. 
Besides, the result relieved him from a sense of further per- 
sonal responsibility in his mission, and rendered his contin- 
uance in France of comparatively small consequence. 

Other events very early concurred to make him feel anxious 
to return. Mr. Deane, who had taken upon himself the active 



labors of the commission, had left every thing in the utmost 
disorder. And his friends, including the adventurers who had 
clustered around him from the day his powers to make con- 
tracts were noised abroad, under shelter of the name of Frank- 
lin and of the French court, were waging a war of criminations 
with Arthur and William Lee, Ralph Izarcl, and the oilier Amer- 
icans in France who joiiied with them. The breach thus 
created hail been much widened by the undisguised distrust 
entert:iined by Cormt de Vergennes of Arthur Lee'> fidelity, a 
distrust carried to the extraordinary length of demanding the 
exclusion of Lre  from intelligence coinmiinicitted to his col- 
leng~~es.  That Lee and his friends should have resented this, 
can cause no surprise. The act was not justified by the evi- 
deuce the minister had been on the watch to collect, and was 
submitted to by his colleagues more passively than became 
them :is joint rcprcscntativcs of :In independent nation. A 
similar, but less offensive, attempt of France, made twenty 
years later, roused the indignation of all America as well 
against tlic French authorities as the person unjustly suspected 

i ions. of yielding to their solicit* t' 
Mr. Aclams had no disposition to cherish such animosities. 

Prepos>essed in favor of Arthur Lee, by his associations in 
congress with his brothers, he, a t  this time, entertained no ill 
will to De-cinc, and had a high regard for Dr. Franklin. I t  was, 
therefore, his earnest desire, whilst doing his duty, to steer a 
neutral coursc. To this end he limited himself to such labors 
as he thought would meet the approbation of all alikr, and 
which, very certainly, no one could censure. He  strove to 
introduce method and rigid habits of business into the trans- 
actions of the cominitesioners. He assumed the task of cor- 
responding with the various agents; of procuring a regular 
system of accountability, and putting a stop to several  buses 
that had been permitted. The letter-book of the joint coin- 
mission, which was left in his hunds, probably because it had 
been mainly his work, bears ample evidence 01' the extent of 
his industry in this calling. Bnt his obsorv:ition did not fail 
to  bring him to a conviction, tliat the little lie could do would 
be of no avail to re:icli the source of the evils c-omplainecl of. 
T o  remedy them, radical chiuiges would be necesssiry, ancl a new 
division of labor must be made by congress. He wrote letters 
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to Samuel Adams, to Gerry, and to others of his friends, set- 
ting forth his ideas, and strenuously urging a separation of the 
diplomatic from the commercial and purely pecuniary transac- 
tioils in France. He further recommended that the care of 
each of these departments should be vested in one individual, 
"with whom the responsibility of action should exclusively abide. 
This would involve the abolition of the olcl commission, of 
which he had been made a member. Dr. Franklin, as a matter 
of course, would be retained a t  Paris as sole minister, whilst 
the consular and other duties would call for the appointment of 
some new person fitted, by his character and previous life, for 
the faithful performance of them. These representations, com- 
i n g i n  aid of similar ones from Dr. Franklin and others, had 
their effect upon congress, and the suggestions were adopted 
with unusual promptness. The olcl commission of three was 
ainiullccl. Dr. Franklin was made sole minister a t  the court 
of France. Air. Lee was clispatelied to Madrid. Colonel Pal- 
frey was, in course of time, made consul-general, with large 
powers to settle accounts, an admirable selection not destined 
by Providence to be fulfilled. But for Ah". Adains no provision 
was made. He was not informed even of what was expected 
of him, whether to wait or to return, whether to regard himself 
as under orders, or as left wholly to shift for himself. 

The causes of this singular oversight must be found in the 
peculiar condition of the congress a t  this period. Torn to 
pieces by dissensions in the army, caused, in a great measure, 
by the foreign officers whom Silas Dearie had so i~nprovicleiitly 
engaged, a new element of discord was thrown in by the return 
of that gentleman himself, and the consequent transfer to Amer- 
ica of those disputes which had mqed in the commission a t  
Paris. The numbers of that assembly continued much reduced, 
seldom exceeding five and twenty, and these were divided into 
friends of Washington and advocates of Gates, supporters of 
Deane and allies of the Lpes,and Izard. Simultaneously with 
these distractions, the multitudinous cares and anxieties attencl- 
iug the prosecution of the war without legitimate resources, and 
the maturing of foreign alliances, pressed with increasing weight. 
It lias been the disposition of modern writers, misled by the fault- 
finding tendencies of those who only saw wherein they failed, 
to  speak of the congress of this period as degenerate. That 

24 * 
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they who composed i t  were subject to the passions and infirm- 
ities of men, may readily be conceded without detracting from 
their merit for what they accomplished. All action must be 
measured by a standard formed by coinparingthe difficulties 
in which men are involved with the facilities provided to over- 
come them. Judging by this test, the handful of men, who 
struggled through the gloomy period of 1778 and 1779, with 
little real power, and meeting with crosses and vexations a t  
every turn, nor yet often relieved by brilliant success to cheer 
them 011 their way, seem entitled to a much higher share of 
honors than is likely ever to be awarded to them. If some of 
them distrusted the capacity, or were fearful of the fidelity, of 
Washington, that might well be without in any way derogating 
from their purity of motive or accuracy of judgment. Wash- 
ington was a new character in the military and moral world, 
and could be regarded, a t  this early stage, only by the light 
of ancient experience. Their representative position carried a 
responsibility with it, and dictated a caution, very different from 
any thing belonging to the foreign adventurers, who viewed 
the contest only as trained military soldiers of fortune. Their 
endeavors to establish something like a balance of power in the 
army may, under the precise circumstances, be conceded to liave 
been unfortunate, though it would have required but a little 
different combination of characters to have earned for it to 
them the highest degree of credit. If the domestic difficulties 
were thus perplexing, those which sprang from abroad were not 
much less so. And, after all, the policy substantially pursued, 
although subject to the delays and irregularities incident to the 
action of all assemblies, "was wise and judicious. But  i t  can- 
not be wondered at, that those who suffered serious inconven- 
iences by the want of promptness, should have been little 
disposed to sink the temporary annoyances to their feelings in 
the view of distant results, the nature of which they could not 
possibly understand. 

Silas Deane, upon his return, found tlie friends of Arthur Lee 
in array to oppose him, and the members of congress generally 
provoked with him for the troubles occasioned by his contracts 
with Ducouclray, Debone, Con-way, and others. This had 
occasioned his recall. He asked to be heard in his defence 
and was indulged; but tlie adverse testimony of Mr. Car- i 
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michael, who had likewise returned, and now sat as  a dele- 
gate from Maryland, was also heard, so that the result was to 
clear up nothing. Not ready to pronounce judgment a t  this 
stage, the consequence was that, in the press of other more 
urgent matters, Congress laid this business over. But to Mr. 
Deane, if he could have proved himself clear of censure, this 
delay was equivalent to a denial of justice. Had he been able 
a t  once to produce his vouchers and explain his proceedings, 
there can be little doubt that his friends would have been strong 
enough to procure for him an honorable discharge. But owing, 
perhaps, to their false delicacy, which had obtained a suppres- 
sion of the true grounds of his recall, he had left Europe 
without being fully apprised of the nature of the complaints 
against him, and this he urged as his excuse for neglecting to 
bring his papers with him, and for asking permission to return 
to France to collect them. Neither was there any thing un- 
reasonable or implying cause for suspicion in all this, if he 
had stopped here. But  he did not; and his next step mate- 
rially changed the aspect of his case. It was a bold appeal, 
from the tribunal to which he had thus far submitted liinl- 
self, to the people of the country at  large, which he printed in 
the columns of a newspaper. The design of this could have 
been no other than to bid farewell to  reasoning, and to transfer 
the storm of party passions from the narrow theatre within 
which they had been thus far confined, to the wide arena of 
the thirteen States. No open enemy could have devised an  
expedient better calculated, in the midst of this war, to strike 
a fatal blow a t  the confederation. The first consequence was 
a reply, more strong than discreet, from the hand of Thomas 
Paine, then in the employ of congress, in which the secret aid 
received from France, whilst still professing relations of amity 
to England, was so distinctly betrayed, as  to draw down a 
grave reclamation from Mr. Gerard, the minister of his most 
Christian majesty. The next was a violent contest in the 
bosom of congress itself, and the resignation of the place of 
presiding officer by Henry Laurens, because the majority de- 
dined to resent the appeal in a manner befitting his view of 
their dignity. He was succeeded by John Jay, selected because 
he was a delegate of New York and the type of a different 
policy. 
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Ill the midst of the commotions thus excited, i t  can scarcely 
be wondered at, that Mr. Adams's situation in France should 
have been overlooked. Especially as he had been fortunate 
enough to avoid being involved in the strife. His position w o  
not, however, the less annoying to him. Idleness was ever 
foreign to his nature, and dependence was his aversion. u I 
cannot eat pensions and sinecures," he wrote to his wife, ((they 
would stick in my throat." He was, therefore, in no mood 
to listen to Dr. Franklin's advice, to wait quietly for I'urtlli~ 
orders, and he determined to snatch the earliest opportunity 
to  return home. The Alliance was a t  Nantes, preparing to 
sail for America. Ho had decided to go in that frigate, when 
the French government interfered to change her destination. 
r 1 Ihey  offered, however, as an equivalent, to provide a passage 
for Mr. Adams in the frigate Sensible, then fitting out to tt11ce 
their new envoy, the Chevalier de la Luzeriie. This offer lie 
was obiiged to itccol~t, though i t  cost him a liew delay of two 
months wearily spent between Nantes and Lorielit. At last 
notice came that all was ready. On the 17th of June, 1779, 
the frigate set sail, bearing Mr. Adams and his son, John Quiiwy, 
who had never left him, together with M. de la Luzeriie, sent 
to succeed Mr. Gerard, and a new seeret,ary of legation, Barb6 
dc Marbois. This voyage is  too fully described in the " Diary" 
to be dwelt upon here. I t  is enough to say that the ship 
arrived safely a t  Boston 011 the 2d of August, and Mr. Adams 
immediately rejoined his family a t  Braintree, having been this 
time absent a little more than seventeen months. 

But tliongh restored to home, a relaxation from labor was 
not in reserve for him. His native State had been, since the 
arrival of General Gage with the Regulating Act, struggling 
along under a provisional form of government, which nothing 
sustained but the general acquiescence of the people. All efforts 
to replace the old chart,er of William and Mary, with some 
original system, had thus far come to nothing. Another nt- 
tempt wns now making, under favorable anspices, to proenre a 
general representation of the people, t,hrough a convention of 
cl~lt~gates from the respective towns, with the single purpose 
of devising a phin. The choice of these delegates was taking 
plaw just as Air. Aclums arrived, and one week afterwards he 
was elected by the citizens of Brnintrce, to represent that town, 
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The convention itself assembled on the first day of the ensu- 
ing month, a t  Cambridge, where Mr. Adams was present a t  
its organization. A11 outline of the share which he had in pre- 
paring and maturing the form of the instrument submitted to 
their deliberations, is given in the observations prefixed to the 
first draft of it, in the fourth volume of the present work, where 
it seemed peculiarly appropriate. Repetition, may therefore be 
dispensed with. But  there is one view of the transiiction which 
has been reserved for this place, 011 account of its importance, 
not simply in the life of Mr. Adiirns, but to a comprehension of 
the political history of Massachusetts ever since. 

At the outbreak of the Revolution, in 1774, i t  has already 
been remarked that the social system of New England, as de- 
velopecl during more than a century by its town organizations, 
its schools, and its religious eougegzations, was considered by 
the inhabitants of the other colonies, as  it was in fact, a great 
approximation to what some of them at that time denominated 
levelling, and others now call democracy. Whatever of an 
opposite tendency existed had clustered around the official 
agents clisp'iitched from the mother country, or the orders syrn- 
bolized by the presence of those of the Anglican Church, with 
whom, according to the satirist, 

L' Fat bishoprics were still of right divine!' 

Wealth was not concentrated, to any extent, in the form of 
capital. The few, distinguished above their neighbors in this 
respect, had gained and still held i t  in trade. Among them but 
a small number ventured to take the hazards of the Revolution. 

ion The remainder disappeared from the scene with the Declar t" 
of Independence, carrying oft" with them such of their property 
as they could remove, and abandoning the rest to the eliszuees of 
the struggle. The towns were not populous, but they contained 
a hardy, industrious, and moral population, subsisting on the 
fruits of their labor, mechanical, agricultural, or upon the seas, 
frugally expended. Boston, tlie capital, had made little pro- 
gress in numbers for rminy years, yet it could not be said to 
show signs of decay. Its inhabitants, remarkably hoinoge- 
neous, a characteristic they retained two centuries, were noted 
for their devotion to popular ideas. The outward manifesta- 
tion of this was to be found in the town meeting or the body 
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meet,ing, where all assembled on a perfectly equal footing. And 
Samuel Adams, the journeyman wireworker, living 011 perhaps 
fift,y cents earned every week-day, was ent,itled to  his say as  
freely, though he might not be heard so readily, as his name- 
sake whilst engaged in c o ~ n b i n i n ~ ~ l ~ e  far different wires of the 
corresponding committees. Yet this absolute equalitmy of rights 
must not be confounded in any manner with the appearance 
of the same thing in the case of tlie proletaries of the Roman 
forum. All held some property, however small, which they 
called their own, and to which they attached a value sufficient 
to give to their action a tinge of conservatism. And this 
tinge was more or less deep in proportion to t,he amount of 
that property. The effect of the removal of the  loyalist,^ was 
only to expunge a class which answered the nearest to an aris- 
tocracy, but i t  did not erase that gradation of sentiment which 
will ever make itself felt even in the most democratic com- 
munities, so long as social forms shall be maintained, and 
property be recognized as sacred. There still remained persons 
holding a wide diversity of sent,iments respecting the true prin- 
ciples upon which governments should be constructed, some 
strongly leaning to notions through which the distinction of 
ranks in the mother country is yet preserved, whilst others went 
to  tlie extent of favoring the eradication of them all. Some-. 
where between these extremes were to be found most of the 
population. Hence it fell out, that among t,he delegates returned 
to t'he convention were persons representing almost every shade 
of opinion ; and these were not slow to discover their affinities 
and to form relations with each other, which became permanent 
in  time, and which have ever since exercised great sway in 
the direction of public affairs. 

The most important of these associations had already made 
itself percept'ible in the county of Essex, through the impulse 
which it had given adverse to the acceptance of the constitu- 
tion proposed to the people by the legislature of 1778. Not 
content with a mere rejection, t,he leading minds had published 
their views of tlie proper form that should be substituted, and 
had set forth as a fundamental proposition that i t  should 
strongly reflect the rights of property. On the other hand, 
&om the remoter country districts had come up wann de- 
votees to t,he Revolution, jealous of all delegated authority, 
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who viewed with distrust the complications of a mixed form 
of government, and who regretted every departure from the 
simple idea of vesting barely necessary powers in a single 
representative assembly. To the former class belonged Theo- 
philus Parsons, now making his first appearance on the stage, 
John Lowell, and others, whose sentiments were represented 
in the remarkable pamphlet already alluded to, entitled '' The 
Essex Result." To the latter leaned Samuel Adams, Thomas 
Cashing, and, perhaps, the larger number of the clergy of that 
day. Between these conflicting views, John Adams represented 
men holding an intermediate position. And here commences 
the trace of the three forms which opinion usually takes in 
republican governments, visible more or less through all the 
subsequent history of the United States. Intimately associated 
with the popular side in all the preliminary measures for the 
overthrow of the royal authority, John Adams "was not quite 
prepared to keep up with them in all their notions of recon- 
struction. His education, his professional studies, and his habits 
of generalization led him to favor the main features of the 
British form of government, provided they were modified to suit 
the wants of a community happily disencumbered of the burden 
of feudal and ecclesiastical distinctions. Nor yet could he bring 
himself to accord with the views of the opposite class, who 
claimed in their publication a preponderating influence for prop- 
erty. The tine aim of government, in his idea, was to establish, 
upon the firmest footing, the rights of all who live under it, 
giving to no one interest power enough to become aggressive 
upon the rest, and yet not denying to each a share sufficient for 
its ow11 protection. 

Iii this spirit he entered the convention, where he was received 
with a deference due to his reputation for attainments, his pub- 
lic services, and his peculiar position, removed from the local 
mangling which had accumulated obstacles to future success 
from the failure of past efforts. I t  appears from the testi- 
mony of members present, that soon after the opening he was 
called upon to give his opinions upon government a t  large, and 
that he did so in an  elaborate speech, said to have been in- 
tended to reconcile the discordant sentiments which prevailed 
among gentlemen from different parts of the commonwealth, 
and of different means of information." No record was made, 
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nor does a trace remain, of this speech. Its effect seems to  
have been favorable, in giving a t  once the right tone to the 
proceedings. The convention immediately adopted two propo- 
sitions as guides to their labors. The first specified the object 
of their wishes, which was u to establish a free republic." The 
second defined the essence of it to be, "the government of a 
people by fixed laws of their ow11 making." Taliingtliis posi- 
tion as  their point of departure, the next step was the creation 
of a committee of thirty-one to mature a draft of an instru- 
ment to accomplish the design. This committee, in its turn, 
delegated the task to  a smaller one, which employed Mr. Adams. 
The result was a form of constitntion, preceded by a bill of 
rights, the leading features of which were his work. This result 
frll in sufficiently with the views of the Essex men to secure 
their support, without which i t  would not have been adopted, 
whilst i t  recommended itself to the judgment of the Boston 
interest so far as to meet the approbation on the one side, 
of James Bowdoin, and, on the other, of Ssimuel Adams, boll1 
alike indispensable to its success. Here, however, the active 
service of John Adams, in this department, was to stop. Before 
tlie report of the large committee came up to be acted on, lie 
hacl been summoned to another field of duty, which compelled 
him to leave his work to  be matured by other hands. It is  
among the recoinmenclations of its quality that it survived this 
transfer; and growing better by careful handling, and the sug- 
gestions of acute professional skill, as well ah of sound practical 
experience, it soon followed him across the ocean in so satisfac- 
tory a shape, that he was able, with pride, to lay it before the 
distrustful as a proof tlisit the task which his countrymen seemed 
t o  them rashly to have midertaken, was not a t  all beyond their 
ability to  execute with success. 

Mr. Adams, shortly after reaching home, hacl closed his mis- 
sion by the preparation of an elaborate review of the state of 
the different nations in Europe, so fur as i t  might have a bearing 
on tlic interests of the United States. This able paper came 
in at a moment when its elevated tone, contrasting favorably 
with the bitter personal controversies among other persons in 
the foreign service, by which the congress had been distracted, 
contributed to the decision in his case, which soon afterwards 
took place. Pressed on all sides by powerful conflicting intcr- 
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, .hat body had finally been driven to the necessity of insti- 
t i npan  investigation into the causes of the difficulties which 

hacl occurred. The committee charged with this dnty, made 
a report embodying their conclusions in ten propositions, which 
came up for consideration on the 13th of April, 1779. The 
main object, embraced in two of these, the fourth and fifth, 
undoubtedly was, to effect a revocation of all tlte foreign all- 
pointments, with a view to begin anew. They were in the 
following words :- 

a 4. That suspicions and animosities have arisen among the 
said commissioners, which may be highly prejudicial to the 
honor and interests of these United States. 

" 5 .  That the appointments of the said commissioners be 
vacated, and that new appointments be made." 

The relation which these propositions held to each other is 
obvious enough ; and had congress proceeded to a vote upon 
the ten as a whole, the effect would have been to vacate every 
existing commission abroad. Instead of this, they preferred to 
act upon them separately. The friends of the persons impli- 
catcd, diflering in every other respect, were yet, by a common 
interest, united in insisting that the name of each one should be 
passed upon by a distinct vote. hi obedience to this require- 
ment, Franklin, Deane, Arthur and William Lee, and Ralph 
Izard were successively subjected to the ordeal, and all shared 
the same condemnation. But when the t ~ u n  of 'Mr. Adams 
came, a serious difficulty a t  once presented itself. I n  point 
of fact, he had not merited to be included in the list a t  all. For 
during his brief and in some respects compulsory stay in the 
commission, he had carefully avoided taking a side in the quar- 
rels, and he had labored earnestly, though in vain, to bring the 
disputants to some sort of understanding. For this course 
he hacl received a high parting compliment from the Count de 
Vergennes; and nobody had thought to censure him but Mr. 
Izarcl, whose overzealous intqference with the duties of the 
commission in negotiating a treaty he had felt obliged to repel. 
T O  involve him in the condemnation designed for conduct, 
the greater part of which had taken place before he became 
a member of the commission, would be in the highest degree 
unjust. Yet, if he were made an exception, i t  was clear that 
the plan of thorough renewal of the foreign service would break 
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down. The friends of Arthur Lee, who were likewise friends 
of Mr. Adams, and averse to t h e  contemplated reform, were 
willing to involve both iu the common censure with Franklin 
and Deaiie, the better to shelter Lee from being singled out a s  
a n  object of sacrifice. Whilst  those who had seldom sym- 
pathized with Air. Adams in his congressional life were ready 
to  acquit him, that they might the more unequivocally point 
their verdict agniiist Mr. Lee. 

Thus crime about what  seems the paradoxical record of con- 
gress, a consequence, not uncommon in legiskitive bodies, of the 
operation of secondary motives in perverting the 11;itural and 
direct detcrniination of public questions. The recall of Dr. 
Franklin, :is the. necessary effect of includinghim in thc con- 
damnation, had not been fully contemplated until the question 
was  brought u p  through the terms of the fiftli proposition, and 
it beenine indispensable to cast about for :L person to succeed 
him at the French court. The  measure was understood to be 
as  unwelcome to  Count ole Vergennes, anxious to retain Frank- 
lin, and more than suspecting the fidelity of Lee, as  i t  certainly 
was, on every account, utterly inexpedient. Hence, upon a new 
presentation of the question, i t  appeared, that instead of a gen- 
eral assent, a s  before, but seven votes were given in the allir- 
mative. The  next name subjected to  recoiisideration was that  
of Arthur Lee ;  and Iiis friends, having changed their votes on 
the recall of Franklin, now rallied with the more energy ngiunst 
recalling him. Although twenty-two out of thirty-seven of the 
members arc recorded :is voting for it, yet, owing to the mode 
of their distribution, in the respective delegations voting by 
States, i t  appeared that bu t  four States approved of it, four 
were divided, and therefore neutralized, aud four were against 
it. The  effect was to keep Leo as  minister in Spain, to defeat 
the adoption of the fifth proposition, and to leave parties pretty 
much in the state in which they were before the utteinpt of 
the cominittce to draw them out of their cinb;irr:issiiieiits liad 
been made. In other words, the work was all to be begun over 
agiin.  

Simultanpously with this agitation, other movements of far 
greater consequence had been pi11g on iu 1'liil:ulelphia. In 
July, 1778, M. Gerard, one of the chief clerks in the foreign 
office a t  Paris, and the sameperson who had conducted the 
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negotiation of the treaties with the United States on the part of 
France, appeared as  a minister vested with a commission to 
represent that court in the United States. His real duty was, 
to aid in establishing the influence of his country over the 
councils of America, and to guard against any essential back- 
slidings from the policy marked out by the terms of the alliance. 
His instructions fixed his attention upon the following objects :- 

1. The counteraction of British influence. 
. 2. The ratification of the treaties already executed. 

3. The parrying of all applications to France for money. 
4. The arrangement of a military coiiperation with the French 

fleet. 
5. The defeat of all projects against Canada. 
He entered upon the work thus laid out for him with more 

vivacity than discretion. Had he waited a short time, the bet- 
ter to master the peculiarities of race and of character with 
which he hacl to deal, to comprehend more fully the motives of 
the chief actors, and to accommoc1ate himself to the strange 
state of things in which he was placed, it would have been 
better for his country, besides saving him the labor of afterwards 
removing obstacles which his very precipitation interposed to  
the ultimate attainment of his clesires.1 

The first occasion upon which this novel influence was sen- 
sibly felt, occurred upon the presentation of a letter by M. 
Gc'rard to congress, on the 9th of February, 1779, announcing 
the oiler of Spain to mediate between England and France, 
and recommendingthe appointment, on the part of the United 
States, of some person to reside in Europe clothed with the 
necessary powers to act in the continqency of Great Britain's 
accepting the proposition. This overture was joyfully hailed by 
congross as an act far more decisive in favor of America than 
the facts really warranted, and it immediately suggested a line 
of policy harmonizing with their sanguine expectations rather 
than with the reality. Two weeks later, a committee, to whom 
the letter had been referred, made a report, explaining the prin- 
ciples upon which the terms of pacification might be arranged. 

1 The introduction to the French translation of Botta's Hitlnry nf t7w Wnr ?f 
Inrlft}tendencr, written hy 1,. (le S e v e l i n g ~ ~ ~  aplie~irs to have lw~11 ibuiided on a 
faithful study of the private papers of 31. Gerard, and it doubtless draws from 
that source the statements of opinions as well as  of facts. 
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T h e  ultimatum covered three points U J J I ~ .  1. Independence. 
2. The fisheries. 3. The navigation of the Mississippi. For - 
the sake of securing these objects, others were enumerated a s  
matters for negotiation, among which were the :icclnisition of 
Nova Scotia on the north and Florida on the south, the East  -- 
India trade, the slave-trade, the right of settling alien ten'i- 
tories, and a reciprocal guarantee of American possessions. 
Out of all this, nothing was agreeable to the policy of tlie 
French cabinet, which desired to  confine the American ultima- 
turn to the naked point of substantial independence of Great 
Britain, and to leave every thingbeyond to  t,akc the chances 
of a negotiat,ion. 111 t,he earnest desire to obtain the necessary 
modifications of the American project, M. G6rard gradually 
suffered himself to be drawn in as a party to the dissensions 
in coiigess, until lie came habitually to regard those who 
favored his ideas as the friends of France, and those adverse to  
them as Tories, secretly devoted to the object of obtaining a 
separate reconciliation with Great Britain.] 

The long struggle which followed this beginning, was the 
most memorable of all that took place in congress after tlie 
question of independence. The main point on which it turned, 
was the effort to keep the right to the fisheries au ultimatum 
in the negotiation of any peace. This was a right peculiarly 
dear to  the eastern Stat,es, to  which they clung with great 
tenacity. They were, therefore, arrayed in a body in its defence, 
with Pennsylvania, as usual, on their side, whilst on the other 
were ranged New York and the four southern States. The latter 
were not indisposed to favor the demand, so long as  they could 
persist in a like claim for the free navigation of the Mississippi. 
But  this claim proved peculiarly unwelcome to the French 
government, which saw a t  once the embarrassment i t  would 
make in a negotiation carried on under the'mediation of Spain, 
the very power from which it was to be obtained. M. Gerard 
left no stone unturned to procure the abaiidonment of this pro- 
position, and he proved successful. It was determined that, 

1 Had not M. Gerard happily surrendered his place early to a more concilia- 
tnry man, he would have created the same sort of divisions which M. Genet 
labored not without success to introduce many years later. The testimony o'" 
General Lafayette, whose motives were incomparably higher, is conclusive 01 

this point. Menzoires, kc. toni. iv. p. 130. 
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however valuable to the southern country the right in question 
might be, i t  was not to be permitted to stand in the way of the 

' establishment of peace. This point once gained, the next was 
to overpower the resistance of New England to a similar with- 
drawal on their side. But such was the tenacity of Samuel 
Adams, Elbridge Gerry, and their friends, that this victory 
could only be won by making concessions in some other form. 
Although M. Gerard ultimately prevailed in expunging from the 
instructions to the minister who should be empowered to nego- 
tiate a peace, every limitation beyond the single article of inde- 
pendence and a designated line of boundaries, he could not 
prevent the establishment of another and independent authority 
to offer a treaty of commerce to the king of Great Britain, the 
main condition of which should be the security of the fisheries 

. in exchange for privileges of trade. For obvious, though op- 
posite reasons, all were induced to concur in a proposition that 
any stipulation affecting this right of fishing must receive the 
assent of every separate State of the Union before the treaty 
coiild become binding; but it most satisfied Massachusetts by 
securingher against a surrender of i t  without her consent. I n  
this shape, the claim \vas not open to objection as constituting 
a possible bar to the attainment of the great object of the war, 
national independence. So  the French minister was fain, for 
the moment, to let the measure pass. But it was only a delay, 
for the purpose of enabling his government the more effectually 
to annul i t  in a later stage of the proceedings, as  the sequel 
clearly shows. 

Concurrently with tills establishment of a diplomatic policy, 
contingent upon the first symptoms of a disposition in Great 
Britain to treat, happened the organization by congress of a 
new mission to Spain. The instructions in this case were to 
the effect that a further effort should be made to prevail upon 
that power to come in under the secret provisions of the treaty 
already made with France fop admitting her as a party to its 
engagements. But if that proposition should be unsatisfactory, 
then new offers were to be held out to induce her to join the 
alliance. The main one consisted in the proposal of a guarantee 
of the Floridas, if she should obtain them by maintaining the 
war with Great Britain. But a compensation for this was to 
be gained in the much prized right of navigating the Mississippi 

25 * 
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down to the sea. An effort was likewise directed to be made 
to procure a cession of some port on that river below the tliirty- 
first degree of latitude, and likewise the loan of a snm of 
money. Thus in this case, as in the other, what originally 
formed one of ilie proposed ultimata in the 11cpti:ition for a 
general pacification, and might there prove a stumbling-block 
to all progress, was dexterously transferred to another place, 
in  which the well-understood indisposition of Sps~in to con- 
cede any such privileges as those in question would have no 
ill effect out,side of the negotiation with that single power. 

011 the whole, M. Gerard seems thus far to have had every 
reason to be satisfied with the success of his labors. Upon the 
main point of bringing the United States to be content with 
independence of Great Britain as t h e  sole condition of a pacifi- 
cation, and leaving every thing else subject to the chances of 
negotiation, he had been entirely triumphant. If this object, the 
only and overruling motive for the course of France, for which 
she had risked a war, conld be once secured, she would have no 
cause to apprehend further embarnissmeiit to herself from the 
interposition of secondary questions in which she might feel 
little interest. The mission to  Spain was subsidiary to t h e  
policy, directed from the first by the Count de Vergeuiies with 
extraordinary industry, of involving that power in tlie combina- 
tion against Great Britain. And although he now had strong 
reasons to doubt whether any of the desired concessions would 
be made to America by her, he saw no danger to his own plans 
from the failure of the application, and was, therefore, not un- 
willing that it shonld be hazarded. The case was otherwise 
with the proposal to open an avenue to a reconciliation with 
Great Britain through the offer of commercial advantages, and 
the revival of the old affiliations of trade. The influence which 
had carried this point against him was that of the Adamses and 
the Lees, men whom his agent, M. Ghrard, habitually repre- 
sented as identified with the Tory advocates of Great Britiiin. 
One of these mm, Arthur Lee, who 11:id already excited in his 
ow11 mind suspicions of tresichery in his place as commissioner 
to  the French court, for which he had gone the length of exclud- 
ing him from information freely furnished to his collengnes,~ 
had been set down as absolut,ely in league with the British 
ministry by his more impetuous deputy. 
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Under these circumstances the question, who should be 
selected to fill the responsible posts thus created, became one of 
the greatest importance to France. M. G6rard seems to have 
exerted his great influence not only to effect the exclusion of 
Lee, who fell a sacrifice in the conflict, of parties, but also to de- 
teniiine the selection of the commissioner for treating of peace, 
in which he did not succeed so well. There is every reason to 
believe that a t  this time his preferences were for Mr. Jay. But  
Mr. Jay, through his preceding career, had thrown the weight 
of New York so decidedly in the scale against New England, 
and he had so generally fallen in with the policy of the southern 
States and of the French minister, by refusing to insist upon 
the fisheries as  a fundamental principle of national inclepen- 
deuce, as to rouse in the New England delegates the greatest 
repugnance to in tmst ingl~im with the vital interests of that 
negotiation. The same uneasiness pointed out John Adanls 
as  the only person in whom they could implicitly confide. At 
the same time, their friendly relations with Arthur Lee's brothers 
dictated a resolute opposition on their part to any attempt 
to supersede him in the position to which he had already 
been assigned under a former appointment as commissioner to 
the Spanish court. On the other hand, New York, and a major- 
ity of the southern members, anxious to conciliate the French 
court by creating a new mission to Spain in the place of Arthur 
Lee's, were not unwilling to assign Ah'. Adams to that place, 
provided that Mr. Jay could be made agreeable to New England 
as the agent to execute the more important trust. But  New 
England, acting a t  that time in unison with Pennsylvania, could 
not be made to listen to that proposal. The consequence of this 
triangular contest was a compromise, by which New England 
obtained the appointment of Mr. Adams, which her delegates 
deemed of such vital importance, to negotiate with Great Britain, 
whilst the other party secured the substitution of Mr. Jay for 
Mr. Lee in the mission to Spain. On the 26th of September, 
the trial of strength, which terminated this long contest, took 
place. The issue o f  two ballots proved the impossibility of 
either electing Ah'. Jay to the peace commission, or of reelect- 
ing Air. Lee to Spain. These points being settled to the satis- 
faction of all, the next clay witnessed a change of policy on 
eacli side. Whilst the opposition to Mr. Adams was with- 
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drawn, Mr. Jay  was, with similar unanimity, assigned to  the 
court of Spain. It was the victory of New England, deter- 
mined to have a man upon whose courage she could depend, 
"whose integrity she had never had reason to cloubt, and whose 
firmness would abide the severest trials. 

Neitlier was New England, however unwelcome to her the 
unavoidable sacrifice of Arthur Lee, a t  all dissatisfied with the 
selection made of his successor; for although, from his entrance 
into public life, Mr. Jay  had never been acting in unison with 
her more impulsive delegates, he had succeeded in earning that 
degree of respect and confidence from them which honesty of 
purpose and integrity of life, joined to great abilities, never fail 
ill the long run to command through all the vicissitudes of 
public life, even from the mobt imbittered opponents. The 
only perbon destined to be disappointed by the issue of this 
business was M. Gdrard, as he very soon had occasion to clis- 
cover; for he had obtained the removal of Mr. Lee a t  tlu; ex- 
pense of the substitution of perhaps the two men of all America 
upon whom the influences which France conlcl bring to bear to 
bend their views to her notions of policy would act with the 
least possible effect. Indeed, thro~~gliout  his course in Ainer- 
ica, M. Gerard had fallen into the grievous error of me'asur- 
ing the motives of the leading American statesmen by the 
corrupted standard with which he had become familiar in 
the old world. And in denominating one side as devoted to  
France, and the other as  the partisans of England, he had com- 
mitted equal injustice to the sterlingpatriotism which inspired 
both, whatever differences of opinion they might entertain as to 
the measures most proper to carry i t  out. 

On the 20th of October, Mr. Laurens, the president of con- 
gress, transmitted the two coinmissious; one to negotiate a 
treaty of peace, the other a treaty of commerce, with Great 
Britain, whenever the moment should occur a t  which the sove- 
reign and his subjects should become reconciled to tlie s w  
render of what was already irrecoverable. The Chevalier dc 1: 
Luzerne, the successor of M. Gerard, who had come to  Ainericc 
in the same frigate with Mr. Adams, had already addressed : 
letter of coiiffl-atulation to him, and had offered him a reeon. 
veyaiiee to France in the returning ship. The labors in which 
he was engaged for his native State, were, of course, brought to 



sudden close. Yet he continued to attend the meetings of 
lie convention until two days before he actually embarked. I it,h the single exception of the trust which he had taken so 

leading a part in imposing upon Washin,gton, no responsibility - - - - - 
equal to this had yet devolved upon any single man. I t  was, to 
be sure, only contingent ; but however far removed the day of 
its occurrence, little doubt remained even in England that it 
must come at  last. And whenever i t  should come, the severe 
test to which i t  might put both his moral and intellectual quali- 
ties, could not escape his anxious observation. Formidable as 

*loll. the task seemed, Mr. Aclams viewed i t  without apprehen;' 
It was in the nature of his spirit to rise with the occasion that 
happened to call it into action. Responsibility was a thing 
which he had never courted, but which, when offered, he never 
shunned. And it is a circumst,ance worthy to be well noted, 
that in the repeated instances in which he staked every thing 
of value to a highminded man upon the issue of his single 
determination, the result never failed to confirm the correctness 
of his decision. 

On the 13th of November, 1779, Mr. Adams was once more 
on the deck of The Sensible, and again accompaniecl by his 
eldest son. M. cle Marbois, on the outward voyage, had been 
so much impressed by what lie saw of this youth, tlien only ten 
years old, that he sent his father a special injunction to carry 
him back, to profit by the advantages of a European education. 
In addition, lie took this time his second son, Charles, Air .  John 
Thaxter as his private secretary, and quite a numerous retinue 
of youths, whose parents availed themselves of his protection to 
get them to Europe. Besides all these was Francis Dana, 
whom congress had most judiciously selected as secretary to 
t,he mission, with some view to employing him ultimately in 
other responsible capacities abroad. The details of this voy- 
age, the leaky state of the ship, compelling the commander to 
seek safety in the first S p a ~ i s h  port, and the fatiguing winter 
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But first of all he felt i t  proper to address a note to Count de 
Vergcnncs, ;~lipri:-.ing him of his arrival and of the twofold nature 
of the duties imposed upon him, and soliciting advice as  to the 
fitting course to be taken towards the government of Great 
Britain. The suggestion, that any course was thonght of, 
seems instantly to have fixed the attention of the minister to 
the possibility of opening a negotiation through this commercial 
channel, which might entangle all the threads of his own 
policy. His answer led to a correspondence, that sowed the 
seeds of mutual distrust. Air. Adams felt that he was expected 
to exercise no discretion of his own, but simply to obey the 
directions of France, whilst, 011 the other tiniicl, the comit began 
to suspect that the great object of all his fears, a reconciliation 
between Great Britain and the colonies, might be placed beyond 
his power to prevent, if it should lisippen that the mother coun- 
try, listening to her interests rather than to her passions, should 
choose to accept such an overture. As i t  is material to a clear 
comprehension of the subsequent transactions to understand 
the precise position occupied by France a t  this time, a brief 
review of her policy will not be wholly out of place. 

The diplomacy of England and France during tlie latter half 
of the eighteenth century furnishes :i striking illustration of 
the marked contrast in their national character. On the one 
side is bluntness, amounting occasionally to arrogance, and 
want of flexibility, redeemed by a general spirit of sincerity and 
truth, whilst, on the other, is the beauty of courtly persuasion 
and the skill of adaptation to all the necessities of the occasion, 
subject to the drawback of disingenuousness and unscrupulous 
deception. This last characteristic is nowhere more painfully 
prominent than during the latter years of the reign of Louis the 
Fifteenth. Remarkable as that period was for the accumu- 
lation of troubles which came down with such concentrated 
force upon the devoted head of his innocent successor, it is 
in no respect more noted than for the refinements introduced 
into the direction of the foreign affairs. Not content with the 
ordimiry chsuinels used by the ministers of the crown, the 
iiion:ircli gradually established a secret org;mization of his own, 
by which, through agents clothed with n o  public character, lie 
communicated to his representatives a t  foreign courts such of 
his wishes as  lie preferred to see executed, regardless of the 
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instructions which they might be a t  the same time receiving 
from the regular sources. So privately was this systematic 
deception conducted, that it is asserted neither the prime rnin- 
isters nor even the more seductive mistresses of the monarch 
could ever succeed in obtaining a clue to the causes which 
were constantly occurring to neutralize or to transform their 
policy. The eff'ect of such a system upon the ambassadors of 
France a t  foreign courts could only be to school them in the 
practice of compounding duplicity. It  not only applied to the 
powers to which they were sent, but still more to those which 
had sent them. I t  was to confirm deception as the rule, and 
to uphold truth only as the exception, reserved for the exclusive 
benefit of the monarch himself. The tenure of office on such 
terms was of itself equivalent to the abnegation of any c'xer- 
cise whatever of a moral sense in the execution of a public 
trust. 

In the midst of this complication of things, Gravier de Yer- 
geniies spent his early manhood. From obscure beginnings he 
gradually made his way in the diplomatic service, through 
thirty years of vicissitudes in the n~inisteriiil government, by the 
aptitude he showed for the successive labors to which he was 
assigned. During this long period the double instructions were 
in constant operation. They were used with decided efl'ect to 
betray the confidence and paralyzc the policy of the D~11ie de 
Choiseul. But although de Vergennes was formed in this 
school, and, in a succession of missions, became privy to its 
lessons, the effect upon his character seems to have been not 
so much to corrupt it, for his natural disposition remained good 
to the end, as to blunt his sensibilities, and to narrow the scope 
of his statesmanship within the circle of French casuistry. 
Cold, sagacious, absolute in all his sentiments,' he combined 
his means with his ends in a manner selrlom failing of the 
desired result, without troubling himself to inquire of the further 
merits of his policy. Of the enthusiasm characteristic of his 
nation lie bad but little. Of the moderation which leads a 

1 Drnz style? him ~ i r l i s n n  (7e In monnrrflie almnlue" in  connection with one 
of Ilis first ministerial acts, advising agaiiiht the rerall of tlii-- ~arli;iiiiciits. li+e 
de I,ouis XVI. toiu. i. p. 119. Sre ;ilm .J(~irfrson, who, rather liking liim. rhnse 
to c l i a r ~  to q e  wliat was more certailily (lue to le~iiperaiiiei~t and education 
united. IVi,ifitiys, edited by II. A. Washington, vol. ii. pp. 108-9. 
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calm man to prefer a quiet and simple method to a noisy and 
violent one, he had a great share. But  the nature of the means 
to  be used, or the abstract propriety of using them, to him was 
of little moment. Thus a t  Constantinople, when his sagacity 
predicted tlie disasters that would overwhelm the Turks, as a 
consequence of the directions of Choiseul to precipitate them 
into a war with Russia, he nevertheless went on to execute 
them without remorse, claiming to himself only the credit of 
savingthe whole corruption fund placed a t  his disposal for tlie 
purpose. So, too, in Sweden, torn to pieces by the dissensions 
of the hats and caps, when Gastavus, under the instigation of 
France, with the oath of office yet fresh on his lips, planned 
the overthrow of the liberties of his country he had just sworn 
to support, Vergennes, dispatched for the purpose of overseeing 
tlie operation, coolly fixed the moment a t  which the plot was 
put in execution, altl1011$1 after its success he wrote home his 
opinion of the incompetency of the very man he had thus helped 
to absolute power. Thirty years of experience in a school of 
policy, thus purely French, had resulted in making de Ver- 
gennes one of the most skilful of her diplomatists. Hence, 
when the accession of Louis the Sixteenth brought with it a 
necessity for reorganizing the cabinet, his established reputation 
at once pointed him out to the young king as a suitable person - to  direct the foreign affairs. 

The moment when this change took place must be regarded 
as  formingan epoch in the history of tlie civilized world. Louis 
the Fifteenth terminated a reign of disasters, of reckless pro- 
fusion, and of unexampled profligacy, just a t  the period when 
Lord North was carrying through the British House of Com- 
mons the series of measures designed to chastise the refractory 
colonists, and to make an example of the people of Boston. 
The new cabinet of France, with the humiliation fresh on their 
minds, which their country had suffered only eleven years be- 
fore from the triumphant arrogance of the elder Pitt, soon fixed 
tlicir attention npon these symptoms of an opportunity for ovcr- 
whelming retaliation. Behind them rested the wave of con- 
ti~iental opinion, seldom favorable to English pride, and now 
by no means averse to a result that might effectually bring i t  
to a fall. The discontent of tlie colonics had not been suffered 
to pass unnoticed by the Duke de Choisuul in the latter days 
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of his ministry, nor had efforts been spared to gain accurate 
information of the character and designs of the popul a t' ion. 
But when Louis the Sixteenth ascended the throne, the troubles 
had gained such a height as a t  once to demand the settlement 
of some definite line of policy. Count de Vergennes did not 
arrive from Sweden to take possession of his new post until the 
month of July, 1774. The results of the consultations of the 
new ministry do not make themselves externally visible until 
November, 1775, when the organization of the secret committee 
of congress, unquestionably stimulated by the hope of assist- 
ance from France, opened three distinct channels of comin~iui- 
cation with her, through each of which whispers came well 
calculated to animate resistance. As early as February, 1776, 
Arthur Lee wrote from London that the exportation from 
France of arms and aminnnition would not be noticed, and 
that a military leader of the highest reputation would be fur- 
nished, if desired. On the 30th of April, M. Dumas, at the 
Hague, forwarded the minutes of a conference with the French 
minister a t  that court, to the effect that his government was 
deterred from rendering active aid to the colonies only by the 
fear that the difference was yet not beyond the possibility of 
reconciliation. And a few days later, Dr. Dubourg, a t  Paris, 
having had a confidential interview a t  Versailles with an inti- 
mate friend of the minis te r~got , rece ived  an explicit assur- 
ance of the deep interest with which the government viewed-the 
struggle, and of their desire to furnish the colonists with money 
to sustiiin their resistance, provided that no committal with 
Great Britain should follow the failure of the enterprise. Thus 
early are the evidences supplied, from outside of the French 
cabinet, of the disposition prevailing within it to stimulate the 
colonies to resistance. This was done a t  a time when a solemn 
peace, entered into only twelve years before, was professedly 
binding both nations, in which the parties had contracted to 
"give the greatest attention to maintain between themselves 
and their dominions and subjects a reciprocal friendship and 
correspondence, without permitting, on either side, any kind of 
hostilities by sea or by laud, to  be committed from henceforth, 
for any cause, or under any pretence whatsoever; and carefully 
to avoid every thing, which might hereafter prejudice the union 
happily reestablished, and give no assistance or protection, 

VOL. I. 26 
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directly or indirectly, to those who would cause any prejudice 
to either of the high contracting parties." Suc,li is the sub- 
stance of the first article of the Treaty of Paris of 1763. 

This exposition of the absence of good faith in the French 
ministry towards Great Britain1 is essential to the right com- 
prehension of the subsequent narrative, because it shows that 
Mr. Adarns was not mistaken in his belief of the impolicy of 
staking the salvation of America upon an implicit confidence in 
the presence of it. So far as the interests of France and the 
United States led the same way, there is no cause to doubt 
that a reliance of the latter 011 the cooperation of the former 
could be safely entertained. That tliesc interests would go the 
length of establishing a total separation between the United 
States and the mother country, and sustaining the claims of the 
former to independence, might reasonably be counted on. But  
beyond that point sprung up a wide variety of questions, upon 
which no siinilar identity of interests could be perceived, and 
where some surer support to confidence became necessary. 
And here was the place where opinions very naturally diverged. 

f Air .  Adams, with one class, j~~dg i i i g f rom the past, had little 
trust in the moral integrity of French policy, and was, therefore, 
anxious to extend the connections of the United States, so as to 
avoid too exclusive dependence upon French good faith ; whilst 
Dr. Fi-cinlclin and another class, hying to believe in the exist- 
ence of that poc l  faith, inclined to regnrd all efforts to pin 
support elsewhere as idle and superfluous labor. This differ- 
ence of sentiment must be kept steadily in mind, in order to 
retain the thread of the negotiations about to be described. 

To an attentive student of the complicated system which has 
g o w n  out of the mutual relations of the nations of modern 
Europe, as displayed by the expositions they themselves have 
made, the last idea that will suggest itself is that of tlic 
prevalcke of any exalted sentiment or generous emotion. 
He  may see abundant traces of passions, great and small, of 
extraordinary sagacity, singular abilities in pursuing some dc- 
sired object, exquisite refinements in policy, and every conceiv- 
able variety of craft and stratagem, leavened by a good deal 
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a t  narrowest kind of philanthropy which consults the tem- 
Ira1 interests of one community of God's creatures, without 

regard to the injuries which may be inflicted on the world 
besides. The great diplomatists, without exception, proceed 
upon one maxim, which is, to advance their own country in 
power, regardless, if not a t  the cost, of every other. The prin- 
ciple upon which the elaborately constructed theory of the 
balance of power rests, is nothing more than pure selfishness, 
which, assumed to be the ruling motive of each nation in its 
particular action, must be jealously guarded against and coun- 
teracted by combinations among the rest. The notion that the 
ministers of Louis the Sixteenth, "who had grown gray in the 
service of this system, in taking the course which they did 
towards America, could have been actuated by any other than 
the accepted ideas of their day, or that they shared in the 
enthusiasm generated in the hearts of the French nation by 
the sight of brave men struggling for liberty against power, 
seems entirely out of keeping with any thing that previously 
happened in their lives, or that marked the rest of their career. 
The head of the cabinet, the Count cle Xaurepas, a veteran in 
the petty intrigues of courts, seldom troubled his mind with 
abstractions, or indeed with the g a v e  realities around him, 
further than was indispensable to preserve himself in favor. 
The ideas of Count de Vergennes had never swerved from the 
doctrine of his time, which was to maintain France as the 
centre around which the various European powers were to be 
kept moving in their respective orbits. Of the remai~iing 
membcrs not one was tinged with the notions of the new 

I 
school in France, unless it were AT. Turgot, and he was so 
much absorbed in executing his projects of reform in the aclmin- 
istration of his own particular department, and the restoration 
of the financcs, as to look upon the addition of any novel ele- 
merit to his calculations with aversion rather than g o o d - w i l l  
Out of all the persons clothed with power, not one was so likely 
to be carried away by his emotions as the impressible and good- 
hearted young sovereign himself; but there is abundant proof 
to show that he was by no means inclined toward;; Amer- 
ica. He feared to nurse the spirit of insubordination, which - 
terminated so tragically to  himself; and whatever may have 
been the feelings of Irresponsible men and women around the 
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court, it does not appear that he or his advisers for him were 
disposed, :it this period, to forget the hint of Joseph of Austria, 
that L C  his trade was to rule." 

But in order to establish this point, little need now remains 
of resort to general reasoning. The facts arc sufficiently before 
the world, upon which a judgment may be definitively made 

, up. ,,It appears that early in the year 1776, Count dc Ver- 
geniie's prepared for the perusal of the king a paper described 
as  " a  memoir of considerations relative to the interest which 
the two powers of France and Spain can have in the agitation 
goingon in the British colonies of North America, and in the 
results that may ensue." This paper, after it hacl been read 
by Lonis, was, by his order, triinsinitted to M. Turgot,  with 
a request for his opinion, to be given early, in writing; and 
Count de Vergennea, in executing the order, added the not insig- 
nificant suggestion that Sp:iin hail ulready been pressing for, 
and was then awaiting the issue of his Majesty's determination. 

This happened on the 12th of March. The paper itself prc- 
7' cisely corresponds 30 the character o f  its author. I t  deals in  

no generalization or breadth of views. It limits the nature of 
the question to the consider~tion of the effect that a family 
quarrel, which had fallen out in Great Britain, might have upon 
the interests of France and Spain. I t  skilfully sets the pos- 
sible benefits and dangers flowing to  them from i t  in opposite 
scales. Among the benefits, it places in bold relief the exliaus- 
tion whieh might ensue from a long continuance of civil war to 
both sides, as  well the victors as the vanquished, as well to the 
colonies as to the mother country. Among the dangers, it 
enumerates, on the one hand, the chance of a reconciliation, by 
which the heated passions of the combatants might be turned 
into a channel of common wrath against France, and, on the 
other, the possibility that the American possessions of France 
and Spain might succumb to the attacks of one party or the 
other, should the contest end in a separation. Having thus 
weighed the various probabilities, this reinarlrtble paper con- 
cludes with advising - 

1. That no overt act likely to incur the dangers pointed out 
should be hazarded ; 

2. That total inaction was inexpedient, since i t  would not 
protect the two powers from the ill-will of England ; 
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3. That the continuance of the contest, a t  least for one year, 
by drawing off a large military force from Europe, would be 
advantageous ; 

4. That to secure this object, the British ministry should be 
lulled into perfect security as to the intentions of the two 
powers. 

From these conclusions, =thy of -- Machiavel himself, the 
Count recommended a corresponding line of policy. Great - - - 
Britain was to be maintained in full assurance of the good dis- - 
position of France, whilst, at  the same time, arms a i ~ d  lnoney, 
with munitions of war, should be secretly sent to the Americans. 
No compacts were to be made, likely to prove any thing 
against France with her powerful neighbor, in case she should 
recover her authority in America either by reconciliation or by 
arms. All that was proposed to be done was to  extend suffi- 
cient aid to gain a temporary advantage by continuing the war, 
which was a wiser course than to permit indifference to be con- 
strued by either party as fear. Lastly, the duty of the two 
powers, in any event, was to put themselves on a strong foot- 
ing, so that they might be prepared to act with effect in case of 
emergency. 

This paper, redolent of the wary diplomacy of the old school 
rather than of the warmer emotions just then making their way 
into the popular heart of France, has not yet been laid before 
the world.l For a long time its existence was known only by 
the discovery, in the celebrated iron chest of Louis the Six- 
teenth, of the response to it, which was invited by that monarch 
from iVL T ~ i ~ o t .  That response is by far the most remarkable 
p p e r o f  the two, as indicating a mind of much wider compass, 
embracing within its grasp many of the remote as  well as the 
immediate consequences of this dispute. In the disposition to 
moral discrimination, there is but a shade of difference. Agree- 
ing in the general conclusions of his colleague, M. Turgot ex- 
tended his speculations into future contingencies very much 
further. Laying i t  down as certain, that any hostile demon- 
stration against Britain would be the most likely way to acccler- 

1 By the kindness of Mr. Sparks, the writer has been permitted to examine 
a copy of this document, as well as of others used in the COUPSB of this analysis 
of French policy, which were obtained by him from the archives of France. 
His obligation to Mr. Sparks for this great service has been elsewhere more 
fully acknowledged. 

26 * 



306 LIFE O F  JOII:?? ADAMS. 

ate a reconciliation between her and her colonies, which, in its 
turn, woulcl be a prelude to a joint attack upon the weak and 
exposed dependencies of the two crowns in America, he ex- 
pressed unequivocal repugnance to any such measure. The 

I most desirable result he considered to be a long ancl exhausting 
contest in America, ending in the victory of Great Britain, but 
not without the utter ruin of the resources of the refractory colo- 
nies. On the other hand, the idea of these colonies silt-reeding 
in estnblishing their independence was to be contrinpliited :is 
incvitiibly involving an iiltimatc :ibancIonmetit of every political 
and commercial restraint upon the American dependencies of 
the other European nations. For this effect i t  woulcl be well 
that all of them should begin to prepare themselves. The reflec- 
tions upon the change of policy proper to meet mcli a contin- 
gency constitute the most luminous portion of the paper. The 
deductions made from his opinions were not quite accordant 
with those of Count de Vergennes, though practic:illy they did 
not differ. He urged that peace should, on no account, be 
broken. Yet lie would not refuse assistance to tlie colonies - - 
such as  could be afforded without a palpable violation of 
neutrality; ancl he recommended the most effective prepara- 
tion for whatever events the future might have in s1ore.l 

These two memoirs, taken together, famish a perfect key to - 
the action of the French cabinet duringtlie American Revolu- 
tion, and set at rest every doubt of the motives which actuated 
their policy. Sympathy with Americans, as victims of oppres- 
sion or as champions of liberty, had no sliare in it whatever. 
The cardinal principle was what French writers denominate 
6goisme, pure and undiluted, seeking to fortify itself ngiiinht -the 
unwelcome preponderance of an arrogant neighbor, by cherish- 
ing tlie germs of permanent discord in his bosom. Yet i t  
should not escape notice, that though these papers agree in 
utter want of sympathy with the fate of the colonists, one of 
theln reg~rcling their exhaustioi~, and the other their fillal sub- 
jection, as desirable results, the particulars in which they differ 
furnish some light on the respective characteristics of the 

1 The eonclii~ions of this memoir were first ~~ub l i s l~cd  in the rcmarka1)le book, 
entitle! " I'oli/i?~/e ile t o n s  lea CnVinels rle l ' f i~rop," an attentive stndy of wliicli 
is indispensable to the knowle~lge of .Frriicli policy dnrins; the last century. 
The whole memoir is now founilin every edition of the author's works. 
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authors. Count de Vergvmies sketches a policy of deception 
and duplicity preparatory to a possible declaration of war, whilst 
M. Turgot clearly inclines to peace with but a partial violation 
of the solemn engagements entered into with England. In point 
of fact, he was sincerely disposed to pacific counsels, not solely 
on abstract grounds, but because he foresaw the derangement a 
war would occasion in the finances, which showed even then, in 
spite of all his care, a startling deficit to the extent of twenty 
millions of livres per annum. 

' The result of these consultations was, that the colonists were 1 
to be enconraged without in any way committing France 
openly with Great Britain. But  Count de Vergennes was not 
long in meeting an oceasion for extending that encouragement 
quite as far, to say the least, as was consistent with fidelity to 
this policy. On the 2d of May, 1776, or less than one month 
from the date of Tnrgot's paper, i n  a conference with Louis tlie 
Sivteentli, which he observed extraordinary precautions to keep 
secret, he read to him a letter, praying for a grant of one million 
of livres, to be appropriated to the use of the insurgent colonies 
through the medium of Caron de Beaumarchais. At the same 
time he submitted a draft of ius?kctions to  that person, which 
he could not trust to any hands in his bureau, but which he 
would employ a son, fourteen years old, of tried discretion, to  
copy for him. This money was to be transmitted under the 
greatest precautions to  give i t  the semblance of private aid. 
The count concluded by asking leave to notify the chief of the 
bureau of foreign affairs in Spain of this proceeding, and to 
urge him to obtain authority from his sovereign to do the like. 
The docile Louis granted all he asked. The money accordingly 
went to stimulate tlie efforts of the American insurgciits. Yet 
i t  is important to a right estimate of the character of De Ver- 
gennes for truth to remember that in the face of this act, which 
he could not have forgotten, he, some years later, not only ven- 
tured upoil a falsehood to the British minister in denying every 
thing of the kind, but had tlie audacity to vouch in Dr. Franklin 
to confirm what he said, thus placing his witness under such 
difficult circumstances, that even his silence was equivalent to  
an affirmation of the fraud. Dr. Franklin has himself recorded 
the occasion, which was in 1782, when Sir. Thomas Grenville 
came to Paris to confer with the French ministerabout a peace. 
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It was to Gh'enville that Count cle Vergeimcs solemnly declared 
that France had never given the least encouragement to Amer- 
ica until long after the breach was made, and independence 
cZeclared. There sits Mr. Franklin," addecl he, " who knows 
the fact, and can contradict me, if I do not speak the truth." 

In  the examination of the great movements of the world, it is 
too much the practice of writers to  slide gently over the grave 
delinquencies of public men, as  if by the difficulties of their 
position they were to  be regarded as absolved from the duty of 
obedience to those fundamental principles of morals universally 
regarded as binding in private life. The consequence is, that 

wives history, instead of teaching purity and exalting excellence, 
its sanction, a t  least, to equivocation, and palliates the sophistry 
to which all men, without instigation, are already, by nature, 
quite too prone. The disposition of Americans to he grateful 
to France, for the aid which they received in establishing their 
independence, must not be permitted to drown, in one wave 
of laudation, all traces of what every Frenchman did towards 
it. Such a course would place the French cabinet and the 
French people, Maurepas and Lafayette, on the same general 
level, when the truth requires that a broad line of discriinina- 
tion should be drawn between them. With the former, the 
exclusive intent was to demolish the towering influence of 
Great Britain. And in following i t  out, as Count cle Vcr- 
gennes did, with undeniable skill and perseverance, i t  is only 
necessary to resort to the evidence lie has himself supplied, to 
untlerstand the extent of the obligation which he has laid upon 
America. 

Three months after the reading of the secret paper already 
referred to, he read another document, but this time before the 
council, a t  which the sovereign presided. The prevailing ten- 
dencies of his mind make themselves again sufficiently percep- 
tible. After repeating the axiom of his dily, the natural enmity 
of the two nations, he adroitly dwelt upon the anxiety felt by 
Great Britain that this unique opportunity of avenging upon her 

1 These words are quoted by Dr. Franklin in his journal, without a word of 
comment. lI7ri/iiu/.Â¥< edited by Mr. Sparks, vol. ix. p. 274. The audacity of 
the falsrhood is not exreedeil even liy the tli~lilierate denial of tlie family cnm- 
pact made by tlie Count do Bussy to Lord Cliathani. The latter is described 
by Flassan as a lL m e t ~ w ~ y e  pulltiquefijust as if, when the intent to deceive 
exists, a lie could change its character from the s~iperaditition of an epithet. 
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the insults, the outrages, and the treachery which France had so 
often experienced at  her hands, should be suffered to pass uniin- 
proved. On the other hand, he enlarged upon the nature of the 
temptation now presented to wipe out the disgrace of the sur- 
prise of 1755, and all its consequent disasters and mortifications, 
by profiting of the civil war waged three thousand miles from 
the metropolis, with the forces of England scattered in all direc- 
tions, to strike a blow which would paralyze for a long time to 
come all her power to do mischief in Europe. 

And here, it cannot be doubted, is to be seen the real motive 
of the cabinet of Louis the Sixteenth in their American policy. 
hi enumerating its possible benefits, generosity of spirit or 
sympathy with liberty was not even thought of. It  was the 
cry of vengeance for France, humiliated by the domineering 
Anglicism of William Pitt,l and stimulated by the fear that 
some new cast of the dice might briiigclown the same or even 
worse misfortunes, if not anticipated by a skilful use of the 
present opportunity. Sharing in the idea, almost universal a t  
that day both in Europe and America, which Turgot, however, 
does not appear to have entertained, that a final separation of 
the American colonies would forever prostrate Great Britain as 
a leading power of the world, Count de Vergennes set i t  down 
as certain that the attainment of this object, as putting an end 
to the long rivalry of tliese contending nations, supplied the true 
motive for all the exertions of France. He Little dreamed of 
the stunning effect upon herself which was to follow the recoil 
of her blow. Nor yet was Great Britain less deluded. For 
tlie waste, 01; her side, of hundreds of millions in a hopeless 
struggle did far more to impair her permanent strength than 
the loss of her dependencies. The problems of national great- 
ness are not yet all worked out, neither is i t  very flattering to 
the pride of man to observe how often results the most opposite 
to what were expected from his cunningly devised inventions, 
happen to make his most solemn pretensions to sagacity a 
mockery and a show. 

In the system of Count de Vergennes, two ideas had undis- 
puted predominance. The one, the necessity of preserving an  
intimate union and cooperation between France and Spain. The 

Speaking, long afterwards, o f  the treaty of 17S3, Count d e  Vergennes usea 
these words: . 'Elle a e f f a d  la iache de cetle de 1763." 
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other, the duty of precluding the chance of a reunion of the 
British power, a t  the cost, to the two crowns, of their American 
possessions. Had Spain responded as warmly to his appeal as  
he desired, and as  Turgot feared she miglit, he would not 
probably have been mistaken in his estimate of the length 
and e~pensiv~iiess  of the contest, which he proposed to risk. 
But  that country doubted and hesitated until the inareh of 
events made a decision unavoidable to France, then drew back, 
complained of that decision as precipitate, a n d  left hrr ally 
to get on as  she might alone. Yet in despite of nil these 
discouragements, nothing is more remarkable throughout the 
strnggle than the patient deference manifested by the Count 
to all the caprices, the narrow ideas, and the vacillation of the 
Spanish coiu-t. I11 rcgnrd to the second point, the Count's un- 
easiness had been displayed as early as  when tlic draft of a 
treaty of commerce, which had been prcpurcd in congress by 
John Adams, was pre.-iented to him by the commissioners as  
indicating the extent of their proposed relations with France. 
He  received i t  with extreme surprise, and not without misgiv- 
ings as  to the motives that led to the offer. He  expected 
prayers for assistance, and pledges of unlimited devotion. Dr. 
Franklin augured, from the reception he gave to him, that how- 
ever warm the people might be, the ministry would prove cold. 
And the Count confided to  his i ~ g e ~ l t  in Spain, the Marquis 
d'Ossun, his secret belief that the colonies were only playing off 
a proposed monopoly of their trade as  a game by which to rouse 
the British jealousy of France, and thus wring from the mother 
country a surrender of indcpcndence.1 A week later he had 
succeeded in sounding the commissioners so far as to see that 
closer obligations could be obtained. The colonies would 
consent to guarantee the safety of the West  India Islands, 
and to pledge themselves not to make a peace separate from 
France. But it was to be remembered Unit the promises of 
republics were of little force, when against tlieir interests, and not 
to  be relied vpon like the obligations of honor in  ~nonurclis.~ 
These hints, which are found scattered in the confidential dis- 

1 Letter to the ilnrquis d'Ossun, 6 January, 1777. 
2 Letter to the same, 12 January,  1777. I n  these scniimcnts, the Count 

departs widely from the ideas of AI:~cliiavel, wlio devotes a chapter to tlie proof 
of the contrary. Discorsi sopru luiirimiz deca di T, Liaio, lib. 1. c. lix. 
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patches of the French minister, are of the utmost consequence 
to a right comprehension of the current of all the later nego- 
tiations. 

Congress, finding that the original propositions had not been 
warmly received by France, showed themselves quite ready to 
sanction new ones more likely to conciliate her. They were 
not aware that they had already touched a chord which was 
vibrating more forcibly than any other within their reach. They 
had directed their con~missioners to say, that, without some 
explicit declaration of France in their favor, they could not 
answer for i t  that some reunion with the mother country would 
not, in time, be possible, perhaps unavoidable. This sngges- 
tion, fortified by the fear of Lord Chatham's return to power, 
and the knowledge of the awkward efforts a t  reconciliation that 
were perpetually making by Great Britain, seems to have led 
to  the adoption by the somewhat reluctant monarch of a paper 
read to him by Count ole Vergennes on the 23cl of July, 1777, 
which recommended a more active interference in the dispute. 

This paper is most remarkable for the manner in which it 
meets the objection then commonly raised, that France was 

i -> e to creating a power which might in the end become formid, 1 1 
lierself. The Count regarded this fear as chimerical for two 
reasons. First, the clashing of interests, incidental to  such a 
combination of distinct communities as that of the American 
States, would always be an obstacle to their rapid growth ; and, 
secondly, if that cause should not be sufficient to check them, a 
more effective one would gnaw into their prosperity, with the 
introduction of the vices of Europe. And sliould neither of 
these avail, there was left one yet more powerful resource in the 
retention of Canada, and the adjacent territories on the north, 
in the hands of Great Britain. The ingenuousness of these 
cool calculations of misfortunes and disasters to people, whom 
i t  was the ostensible purpose to befriend, is not more to be 
observed than the sagacity thus far developed in making the 
predictions. But, a t  any rate, they show most unmistakably 
the nature of the sentiments entertained. Later events only 
prove that the policy thus marked out was rigidly adhered to in 
action. No inducements could be held out strong enough ever 
to procure a n y  coijperation towards the conquest of Canada. 
That thorn in the flebh of the colonists, the irritating nature of 
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"which the French had too well understood whilst they had tlie 
power to use it themselves, was yet to remain to be applied 
with still niore malignant hand by the vengeful spirit of Britaii 
defeated and defied. 

All lingering doubts of the permanence of the breach wer 
swept away by the capture of Burgoyne. It "was exactly the 
opportunity for which tlie French ministry had been watching. 
They immediately improved i t  by executing a treaty of com- 
merce, and a treaty of alliance offensive and defensive, contin- 
gent upon what was foreseen as inevitable, a British declaration 
of war. 

The other intervening events prior to the establishment of 
Mr. Adams in his commission with powers to treat with Great 
Britain both on peace and commerce, have been sufficiently 
described. I t  has been shown that the addition of commerce 
had not been contemplated by tlie French cabinet in their orig- 
inal plan, and that it was an accidental and unwelcome effect 
of their success in expunging from the instructions of the inin- 
ister for peace, conditions deemed likely to stand in the way 
of a general pacification. Originating with pcrsons designated 
by his minister, M. Gkrarcl, as secret Tory adherents to Great 
Britain, i t  was natural that the suspicions entertained by de 
~ & ~ e n n e s  of the measure, as  an entering wedge to rcconcilia- 
tion, should revive. Believing in the possibility that the mother 
country might, for the sake of perpetuating a commercial moil- 
opoly in her own hands, as well as preventing it from falling into 
those of France, be willing so far to sacrifice her pride as  to con- 
cede to the colonies the main point of independence; foreseeing 
likewise the contingency in which. France might become the 
scapegoat of this reconciliation, in case the promises of repub- 
lican, and therefore uncertain allies should not be proof against 
the temptation of interest, it was very natural that the proposi- 
to i l  of Mr. Adams to open a way to the knowledge of Iiis 1 
powers by the British government, should be received by him 
with the coldest form of rejection. He saw that the treaty of 
alliance did not absolutely forbid such a step. He was well 
aware of the general affinities of Mr. Adams with his nan~esakc 
and the Lees, whom he had been taught to distrust. He had 
had reason to know Mr. Adams's kind feelingtowards Arthur 
Lee, of whose relation with Lord Shelb~unc he had entertained 
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such doubts as to set spies over the minutest actions of his 
secretary, when sent by Lee to England. All these considera- 
tions, backed by a distrust of his power to control Mr. Aclams, 
prompted him a t  once to put an end to the chances of difficulty 
by insisting upon the withholding of all knowledge of the second 
commission from the British government, and, in the mean time, 
setting in motion in America an agency to procure from congress 
its revocation. Meanwhile Mr. Aclams, in his other capacity, 
was politely received, and officially acknowledged, in language 
remarkably guarded, as designated to assist a t  the conferences 
for peace whenever they might take place. The caution which 
dictated the use of this phrase, will be explained in a later stage 
of the negotiations. 

The question proposed to Count de Vergennes having been 
answered, Air. Adams contented himself with transmitting 
copies of the correspondence to congress, not suppressing his 
own opinion, but submitting with cheerfulness to be overruled. 
Although without official duties, it was no part of his theory 
of life to waste time in idleness, if there was a possibility even 
in a remote form to do something that might be of service to 
his country. He  saw that the people on the continent of 
Europe were, for the most part, as indeed they yet remain to 
a surprising degree, unacquainted with the history and resources 
of the United States, and tlie merits of their dispute with Great 
Britain; and that such information as occasionally reached 
them was received through English sources, by no means to 
be depended upon, then or since, for their freedom from pre- 
judice and passion. In order to remedy this evil, he directed 
his labors to the preparation of papers, containing facts and 
arguments bearing on the American side of the question, for 
which he obtained cm-rency through the pages of a semi-official 
magazine, the SIercure de France, conducted under the eye of 
government, by M. Genet, one of the chief secretaries in the 
foreign bureau. "With this gentleman, the father of the indi- 
viclnal afterwards so troublesome to General Washington's 
administration, as  well as of the lady whose narrative of the 
domebtic life of tlie fated royal pair lias excited so much iiitcr- 
est in later times, Madame Campan, he established the most 
friendly relations. By this channel he  hoped to facilitate the 
diffusion of better notions in the popular mind, without the 

VOL. I. 2 7 
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neccssit,y of annoying the minister by communications neces- 
sarily deprived of an official character. The Count, however, 
learuing from his deputy the sources of his information, per- 
haps not quite liking the connection, showed l~in~self not dis- 
inclined to become the direct recipient of it. Hc instructed 
M. Genet to asswe Mr. Adams that i t  would always give 
him pleasure to be supplied by him wit11 inti--1ligeneu from 
good sources touching American affairs. This iitviitition was 
ill some scnsc cquiv:ilcnt to a direction. Mr. Adanis complied 
with i t  very rc;idily by furnishing from this time such extracts 
from private letters and newspapers received from the United 
States us lie thought likely to be acceptable. They were received 
with tliankfuliiess, and acknowledged with solicitutious for more. 
The minister continnecl to court this channel of communication 
until an incident occurred which giive a wholly opposite turn to 
his miiicl. He  then thought fit to construe as officious the very 
practice which lie had himself originated, and continued so long 
as it lasted. As this matter has been inuch ~nisreprcsentcd, and 
as it had important effects on the later course of Air. Adams, it 
is iiecessary to explain it still more particularly. 

Ainoiig the co~nmuiiications consequent on this invitation, 
was one made on the 16th of June, 1780, of an extract of a 
letter from Mr. Adams's brother-in-law, Richard Craiieh, then a 
member of the senate of Massachusetts, in which lie aimounccd 
the adoption by that State of a rccommendation from tlie Con- 
tiiient:~l Congress to redeem the continental emissions of paper 
at the rate of forty dollars for one in silver. This was a little 
more than one half of the rate of depreciation, a t  which the 
bills were actually circulating. I n  order to meet the charge 
incurred by this effort, i t  was added that a tax had been laid, 
estimated to be sufficient to provide for the share of Massachu- 
setts in the whole emission, in the course of about seven years. 
Four days later, another packet was sent, which coiiti.iii1cc1 a 
copious extract of a letter written by Air. Gerry, then a member 
of tlie congre~sional treasury board, explaining the reasons of 
this movement, as well as of the resolution to pay off the cou- 
tiiientul loan certificates, accordiiigtto the vnlnc of money nt 
the time they wenx issued. I t  was only in the note covering the 
last of these two papers that Mr. Adams exprtbssed any opinion 
of his own touching these traiiscictions, and in that lie confined 
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himself to the explanation of a distinction between the action 
of congress on the paper money and on the loan certificates, 
which that body had neglected to make clear, but which he 
deemed likely to relieve anxiety in the minds of many, if not all, 
of the French creditors. 

Before the reception of the last extract, and before a word of 
comment had reached him, Count de Vergennes, who had prob- 
ably been stimulated by the alarm of some of these creditors, 
volunteered a reply, though he knew Air .  Aclams to be in no 
way accredited to the court of France, in which he entered into 
a cliscussion of the act of congress in question, complained of its 
injustice to French citizens, and called upon him, upon whom 
he had no official claim, to use his endeavors to effect a retrac- 
tion of it by congress, a t  least so far as to exempt tlie subjects 
of France from its operation. 

This detail is important, because, in many accounts of these 
times, Air. Adams is spoken of as having volunteered a con- 
trovcrsy with the French minister, to whom he held no diplo- 
matic relations, a charge to which Count de Vergemies himself 
gave countenance, when he found some mode of extrication 
necessary from the embarrassment into which he had incau- 
tiously plunged. The facts are, then, that Mr. Aclams had 
been first solicited to furnish the minister with private informa- 
tion, from authentic source;', of what was going on in America ; 
that he had complied from time to time for two months, dm-ing 
which his communications were received with thank;; ; and tliat, 
in doing so, lie had seldom ventured the addition of any opinion 
of his own, up  to the date of the argumentative paper addressed 
to him by the Count himself, complaining of the conduct of the 
American congress, and requesting him to interfere to effect a 
change of their policy. This imprudence, which unquestionably 
that wary miuiteter would never have committed in the face of 
any representative of the European powers, imposed npon A i r .  
Adains a delicate responsibilit-y. If he cJioulc1 say nothing at all, 
his silence might be susceptible of inisinterpretatioii, not less 
by the minister, who, besides ar-king for his cooperation, had 
apprised him of the direct efforts lie was about to make at Phila- 
delphia, through his own envoy, M. de la Luzernt>, than by 
congress itself, which might coilstroe-it as equivalent to hidiffer- 
ence in his duty to them, if not disapprobation of their course. 
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If, on the other hand, he should makc any reply, he could 
not, in giving his reasons for declining the Count's request, 
very well escape justifying tlie action of his government against 
the charges of bad faith which tlie Count had not scrupled 
to insinuate. In truth, Mr. Adams regarded the measure as  
in itself a wise one, demanded by the necessities of the country, 
and not really working injustice to the French creditors, to  
protect whose interests tlie Count had felt it his duty to in- 
terfere. He, therefore, determined upon tlie preparation of an 
elaborate paper, explanatory of tlie situation of the American 
finances, of the effect of the depreciation of their paper, and 
of the impossibility of maI<ing any such reservations or dis- 
tiuctions as were desired, without working far more injustice 
than it was likely to correct. In reality, the Count was demand- 
ing for French creditors, whose contracts had been all more or 
less graduated to the current depreciation, to be paid beyond 
what was equitably their due. This papcr, bearing date the 2% 
of June, though probably sent a few days later, may be found in 
its proper place in the part of this work devoted to the official 
correspondence.1 The force of the argument was calculated to 
apprise the minister of the mistake lie had committed, as well 
as of the spirit of the person with whom he had to deal. 
He  replied by a note, waving further discussion of the merits 
of the question, and intimating that for the future he should 
address his remonstrances directly to Philadelphia, where he 
doubted not that the congress would manifest a far greater 
preference for France over other nations than seemed to be in 
the disposition of Ai r .  Adams. The idea of obligation, as the 
corollary of dependence, is scarcely veiled even by the usual 
forms of diplomatic politeness. Wlietlier Count de Vergennes 
actually expected submission from America, cannot be detcr- 
mined. If he did, he was destined to be disappointed. For 
congress, to whom Mr. Adams regularly transmitted copies of 
his correspondence, instead of retreating from their position, 
deliberately confirmed it, by adopting, on the 12th of December, 
1780, an order, formally instructing their committee of foreign 
affairs fi to inform Mr. Adams of tlic satisfaction which they 
receive from his industrious attention to tlie interests and honor 
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of tliese United States abroad, especially in the transactions 
commnnicatecl to them by his letter." 

One other point must be explained in order to make this nar- 
rative complete, and to connect it with subsequent events. Mr. 
Adams, upon learning from the first letter of Count de Ver- 
gennes the nature of the orders to be transmitted to the Chevalier 
cle la Luzerne, far from ~olnnteeringaany direct address to him, 
wrote a note to Dr. Franklin, as the accredited minister, btat- 
ing the intention of the Count, and suggesting to him the ex- 
pediency of requesting a snspeiitiion of the orders a t  least so 
long as  to furnish an opportunity to show that they were 
founded in misconception of the facts. This Dr. Franklin 
probably did, on the 24th of June, in a letter which does not 
appear to have been published either in the official collection 
or in any edition of his writings. Count dc Vergennes, in 
acknowledging it six days later, not only declined, with some 
haughtiness, the request, but, changing his demand of indemnity 
into an appeal to the gratitude of America for the king's goocl- 
ness, called on Franklin to side with him. He further requested 
that copies of the correspondence should be forwarded to con- 
gress by him, fortified by an expression of his disapproval of 
Mr. Adams's reasoning. Compelled by this request to take 
some part, and perhaps a little piqued that Mr. Aclams? should 
have acted without consultingl~im, yet t ak ingno  trouble to 
inquire concerning the origin of the correspondence, Dr. Frank- 
lin a t  once disavowed .all disposition to uphold Mr. Adams's 
defence of congress, and expressed to the Count Ins full con- 
viction that that body would, when applied to, at once retrace 
their steps in favor of the French creditors, at the expense 
of the Americans? Yet he dexterously evaded the duty which 
the Count had requested him to undertake, of reinforcing his 
representations to Philadelphia, for the reason that it was need- 
leks. On the other hand, he wrote to congress, saying not 
one word npon the merits of. the controversy, which he had 
declared himself to De Vergennes as not able to understancl,2 
but complaining of tfi. Adams's course as an interference with 

1 B. Franklin to Count de Vergennes, 10 July, 1780. The case is put 
hypotlietically, it is true, but the moral abandonment of the position of congress 
is just the same as if it had been directly stated. 

2 Surely, Dr. Franklin's powerfill mind was fully competent at least to form" 
an opinion upon the clear reasoningoof Sir. Adams. 

27 ' 



his province, signifying a fundamental disagreement with him 
in his views of the policy to  be observed towards France, and 
slyly insinuating the expediency of not having more than one 
minister at tlie French conrt. In this letter l he omitted to  
insert any such confident opinion of what congress would do, 
as that expressed i n  his letter to the Count, nor did he take care 
to fm'nisli Mr. Adams himself with a copy of the representation 
of his conduct, which he had felt i t  his dnty to make. He 
contented himself with incidentally mentioning, two months 
afterwards, in a letter2 sent by the hands of Mr. Searle to  
Sir. Adams a t  Amsterdam, the f:ict that he had received and 
forwarded to congress the complaints Count de Vergenncs had 
made of passages, in ot,hers of Iiis letters written later, which 
he also was sorry to sre, and adding that, as the vessel had not 
yet gone which carried the papers, there was still a chance 
open to him to send some explanntious or apology which might 
efface the impressions made by them. Even this notice mnst 
have been delayed in Mr. Searlc's travels, as no ac1in0wleda;- 
ment of it occurred until after the lapse of nearly two months 
more, when, in ;I reply on other snbjects, Mr. Adams contented 
himself with making this brief allusion to i t :  - 

The correspondence you mention, I transmitted regularly t 
congress in the season of it, from Paris, and other copies sine 
my arrival in Amsterdam, both without any comments." 1 

But although Mr. Adams had been left so long unaware of 
the attack made upon him by Count de Vergenncs, auc1 sus- 
tained by the representations of Dr. Franklin, fortunately for 
him he had in congress watchful friends, not disposed to permit 
him to be sacrificed to the French minister, and strong enongh 
to prevent it. The issue of the experiment was the formal 
vote of approbation which has already been given. Not long 
afterwards, Ai r .  Adams received from them hints of the rnove- 
ment that had been made, and extracts from the letters of De 
Vergennes and Franklin. It  can be no cause of surprise that 
he should have augured ill of tlie policy of the French court, 
so little disposed to tolerate in an American a frank cxcliange 
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of opinion even upon a topic of secondary importance. Nor 
yet was the lesson of what he had to expect from Dr. Franklin 
wholly thrown away. He was to be treated by France as  
Arthur Lee had been, without a particle of sympathy from him 
either a5 a colleague, representing a common conntry, or a co- 
adjutor in a common cause. The ethics of Franklin permitted 
of the enjoyinelit of advantages, obtained a t  the expense of 
others, that might come by passively permitting them to happen 
or even by indirectly promoting them. Through the attractive 
benevolence which overspreads his writings, is visible a shacle 
of thrift seldom insensible to the profit side of the accoun5in 
P 

even the b e ~ ~ c t i o u s .  He is the embodiment of one great class 
of New England character, as well in his virtues as defects. 
And unluckily the lustre reflected from the virtues has clone a 
little too much to dazzle the eyes of his countrymen, naturally 
deliohtingin his well-earned fame, and 'prevent sill iscrutiiiy of 
the more doubtful qualities. Yet if rigid moral analysis be -- 
not the purpose of historical writing, there is no more value 
in it tlian in tlie fictions of mythological antiquity. The errors 
of Franldin's'theory of life may be detected almost anywhere 
in his familiar compositions. They sprang from a defective 
early education, which made hi5 - morality superficial even to lax- 
ness, and undermined his religious faith.' His system resolves -- 
itself into the ancient and specious dogma, of honesty the best 
policy. That nice sense which revolts a t  wrong for its ow11 
sake, and that generosity of spirit which shrinks from participat- 
ing in the aclvantagesof indirection, however naturally obtained, 
were not his. If they had been, he would scarcely have con- 
sented to become the instrument to transmit the stolen letters 
of Hutchinsoh and others to Massachusetts, neither could he 
Have been tempted to write the confession of Polly Baker, still 
less to betray the levity of such a reason as lie gave for dis- 
eminating its unworthy sophistry in printa2 

That is, the l i v i n ~  principle that infuses itself into the essence of a man's 
character. It is not mere benevolence,  thou";^, in the popular mind, the two 
ideas are oftt'n confounded. On tills subject some pure liglit may be obtained 
from an analysis i n  the .North American itovicw, ascribed to a capable anc1 
impartial judge, the late Protrssor Andrews Norton. Vol. vii pp. 289-300. 

Writings of Jefferson, edited by H. A. Washington. Vol. viii. p. 502. 
It sl~onlil be remen~bered, that though the act was done in youth, the reason 

was assigned in advanced age. 
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Thesc are defects in the life of that î B^̂ ^Wwhic11 i t  is noc - 
wise to palliate or to excuse. They cannot bc overlooked in 
any examination of his personal relations with his contempo- 
raries, pretending to be faithful. I t  \vas the sense of the con- 
st,ant presence of what the Frenc,h call an arri2re pens&, w11ich 
rendered even his taciturnity oppressive to straightforward, 
outspoken men. Of this class was John Adams, habitually 
pnshiiig his conversation beyond the line approved by his calmer 
judgment, and rarely redraining himself to conceal his thoughts 
The mental reserves iind the calm exterior of the one, and the 
talkativeness, often carried to indiscretion, with the quick tem- 
per, of the other, mingled no better t,han oil and wat,er. It 
latnrally followed that they sympathized but little, and each 
in his 'way was annoying to his associate. Yet it does not 
appear that any thing had occurred between them before t,he 
discovery of this letter of .- the 9 t h  of August, to effect a serious 
change in Mi'. ~ d a m s ' s  feelings towards his distinguished coun- 
tryman.' 

Neither was t,he result of this experience calculated to enlarge 
personal confidence in Count de Vergennes: Mr. Adams now 
began to entertain t,hose suspicions of his sincerity, which one 
of his own colleagues in the cabinet, in the portrait of him 
winch he has given to the world with no unfriendly hand, affirms 
to have been t,he nat,ural effect of his intercourse with all the 
represent,atives of foreign nations who were called to have rela- 
tions with him.2 On the other hand, the Count unexpectedly 
discovered in Mr. Adams a tendency to think for himself and a 
reliance on his own judgment, which augnrecl unfavorably to the 
power over the joint policy of the two countries, which he wished 

1 These remarks have not been made without a careful study of the characters 
of both these prominent men, and an  endeavor to lay aside every eonsidera- 
tion of a serondary nature, in the search after truth. Air. Adams's own views of 
this letter of the 9th of August, and of Iiis relations with Dr. Franklin, have 
been so f u l l y ~ v r n  by himself in the course of his publications niaile in the 
Boston Patriot, that further direct notice of them may be ilispeiisud with. The 
extract in the Appendix to the present volume (13) contains a full statement of 
his side of tlie question. 

2 Si 1,011 se permit tie Iiii faire quelques reproches, Ie plus fonile m'a tonjonrs 
paru Stre de ne pouvoir inspirer la fonfiaiice, ct  d'avoir, sons des duhors tr&s 
simples, conserve un air d'adresse et  ile so~~plcsse,,qui ponvait faire douter rle la 
franchise tie son caraetkre, et dcvait mcttre en defiance les ministrcs Gtrangere 
qui eurent h trailer avcc lui. 

Mtinoires de 111. Ie Prince? de Montbarey, torn. ii. p. 114. 
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to retain as much as possible within his own control. Neither did 
matters long rest here. Other causes of difference soon arose. 
Air .  Aclains was not permitted by him to leave Paris as he 
desired, and go to Holland, as the issue of the attempts at a 
pacification in Spain was not yet wholly determined. Once 
more he felt it his duty to submit to the Count some reasons for 
thinking tliat a disclosure of his powers to treat with Great 
Britain oil commerce might be of use. Not that he anticipated 
any favorable answer from the existing ministry, so much as a 
reinforcement of the popular discontents now rapidly becoming 
so great, on account of the clisasters of the war, as to tllreaten a 
change. But an appeal of this kind had no charms to recom- 
mend i t  to Count de Vergelines. The Gordon riots and the 
county meetings were not, in his mind, so favorable grounds for 
calculating the policy of Eugland, even as  the singular mission 
of Richard Cumberland to Madrid. A change of ministry might 
lead to the very evils he most feared. He  regarded the holding 
out aclvantagcs of trade as useless and perhaps worbe. They 
might open a way to a negotiation justifying the minister's deep- 
seated dread of what he called the isolation of the United States 
a t  the cost of France. That  the independence of the United 
States sl~oulcl be obtained in any other way than through him, 
would defeat his policy. Hence the answer to Mr. Adams's 
reasoning was not only decided but harsh. Taking his pro- 
positions paragraph by paragraph, Count de Vergcuues com- 
mented oil them all, and, not content with applying an  absolute 
negative upon all action, he enforced i t  with a separate note 
distinctly threatening a direct appeal from his sovereign to con- 
gress, in case Mr. Adams should think of disobeying the injunc- 
tion to keep silence. 

The earnestness of this menace was scarcely necessary. 
Neither was it in keeping with the declaration that the measure 
in question was simply useless. If a mere work of supereroga- 
tion, where was the need of so vehement a ren~onstrance, and so 
strong a personal threat, to deter from i t ?  For it should be 
remarked that not an intimation had been given of any inten- 
tion to persist in acting against the Count's opinion, so that 
this intimidating style was gratuitously offensive. It would 
scarcely have been used to the representative even of a second- 
rate power of Europe. It sprung from impatience a t  what he 
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considered the needless obstacles an obstiiintc American was 
putting in his way. A course of conciliation and confidence 
might have cost a little 1nor.e trouble, but i t  would have been 
far more successful. Mr. Adams was the last man to  whom 
threats could carry persuasion. His spirit could not brook the 
idea that he was to sink into a merely passive instrument of a 
foreign chief, who might measure the best interests of America 
only by a standard accommodated to those of Europe. Yet he 
replied with great moderation, in a letter, which, as setting forth 
his peculiar ideas, has been reserved for this place. 

TO THE COUNT DE VERGENNES. 

Paris, 26 July, 1780. 

SIR, - I have received the letter, which your Excellency did 
me the honor to write me on the 25th of this month. 

The sincere respect I entertain for your Excellency's senti- 
ments would have determined me, upon the least intimation, to 
have cominu~~icatecl my letter and your answer to congress, and 
to suspend, until I should receive orders on their part, all meas- 
ures towards the British ministry, without yow Excellency's 
requisition in the name of the king. 

I shall transmit these papers to congress, and I doubt not the 
reasons your Excellency has adduced will be sufficient to  induce 
them to suspend any communication to the British ministry, as 
i t  is undoubtedly their wisdom to conduct all such measures in 
concert with their allies. 

There is a great body of people in America, as  determined as 
any to support their independence and their alliances, who not- 
witlistancling wish that no measure may be left unattempted by 
congress or their servants, to manifest their readiness for peace, 
upon such terms as they think honorable :ind advantageous 
to all parties. Your Excellency's arguments, or indeed your 
authority, will probably be sufficient to  satisfy these people, and 
to justify me, whereas, without them, I might have been liable 
to the censure of numbers. For i t  is most certain, that all clue 
deference will be shown by the people of the United States and 
their servants, both in and out of congress, to the sentiments of 
the ministry of France. 

This deference, however, by no means extends so far as  to 
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agree in all cases to  those sentiments without examination. I 
cannot, therefore, agree in the sentiment, that proposing a treaty 
of peace and commerce is discovering a great deal of weakness, 
or that the Americans have forgotten the British system of 
tyranny, cruelty, or perfidy, or to invite her to believe the 
Americans have an irresistible predilection for England, or to 
fortify her in the opinion that tlie American patriots will sub- 
mit through weariness, or through fear of the preponderant 
influence of the Tories. 

And so far from thinking it would give credit to the opinion, 
if there be such a one in all Europe, that the United States 
incline towards a defection, and that they will not be faithful to 
their engagements, i t  seems to me, on the contrary, i t  would 
discredit the opinion which prevails too much in Europe, that 
there is some secret treaty between France and the United 
States, by which the former is entitled to exclusive privileges in 
the American trade. 

It is very true, that tlie inclependence of America must be 
acknowledged before a treaty of peace can be made. But a 
prospect of a free trade with America, upon principles of perfect 
equality and reciprocity, like that between France and the 
United States, might be a powerful inducement with the people 
of England to acknowledge American independence. Indeed, 
I do not see any other considerable motive, that England can 
ever have to make that acknowledgment. The congress have 
given no positive instructions respecting the time or manner of 
making these powers known to  one court or another. All this 
is left at discretion, and to a construction of the commissioners 
themselves. It is very certain that all the belligerent powers are 

a ions busily occupied every winter in their councils, and prepar t' 
for the ensuing campaign. And i t  is also certain that the 
artifice of the British ministry, in holding up to view every win- 
ter some semblance of a design of reconciliation formerly, and 
of peace latterly, has been a real  engine of hostility against 
America, equal to a considerable part of the British army. 
Neither the people of America, nor Air .  Adams, have the least 
dread upon their minds of an insolent answer from one of the 
British ministers, nor of the ridicule of those nations who have 
not yet acknowledged the independence of America. No man 
of any knowledge, justice, or humanity, in any of those nations, 
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would laugh upon such an occasion ; on the contrary, he would 
feel a just indignation against a minister who should insult a 
message so obviously calculated for the good of England, and 
of all Europe, in the present circumstances of affairs. 

I am very much mistaken, for I speak from memory, if the 
Dike  of Richmond did not make a motion two years ago in the 
Howe of Lord>, and if Mr. Hartley did not make another about 
a year ago, which was seconded by Lord North hinlself, in the 
House of Commons, tendingto grant independence to America. 
And it is very certain that a great part of the people of Engliind 
think that peace can be had upon no other terms. It is niost 
clear th:it tlie present ministry will not p a n t  independence ; tlie 
only chance of obtaining it, is by change of that ministry. The 
king is so attached to that ministry that he will not change 
them, until it appears that they have so far lost the confidence 
of the people that their representatives in parliament dare no 
longer to  support them, and in the course of the last winter the 
w i g h t  and sentiments of the people were so considerable as to 
bring many great questions nearly to a balance, and particularly 
to  carry two votes, one against the increase of the influence of 
the crown, and another against the board of trade and planta- 
tions, a vote that seemed almost to decide the American ques- 
tion ; and they came within a very few votes of deciding against 
the American secretary. Now, where partics are approaching 
so no-iir to a bnhince, even a small weight, thrown into either 
sei~lc, may turn it. 

In my letter ol' the 19th of February, I said that my appoint- 
ment was notorious in America, and that therefore it \Tab prob- 
ably kno\\n to the court of London, although they had not 
regular evidence of it. The question, then, was more particu- 
larly concerning a commission to assist in the pacification. This 
was published in the Aiiieric~aii newspapers, in a general way, 
but 1 have no reason to think they are particularly informed of 
thrse matters ; if they were, no evil, that I am aware of, could 
result from giving them the infonniition offici:~lly. Certainly 
they 1i:ivc no official information, ;ind it is reported they deny 
that they know the nature of Mr. Adamb's conlmission. 

Without any great effort of genius, I think it is easy to de- 
111onstrate to any tliinkiug being, that by p t i n g  American 
independence, and making a treaty of commerce upon principles 
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of perfect reciprocity, England would, in the present circum- 
stances of affairs, make an lionorable and an advantageous 
peace. It would have been more for their honor and advantage 
never to have made this war against America, i t  is true ; but 
having made it, all the dishonor and disadvantage there is in it 
is indelible. And after thirteen colonies have been driven to  
throw off their government and annihilate i t  i n  every root and 
branch, becoming independent in fact, maintaining this inde- 
pendencc against a force of sixty thousand men and fifty ships 
of war, that woulcl have shaken mobt of the states of Europe 
to  the very foundation, after maintaining this independence 
four years, and having made an honorable treaty with the first 
power in Europe, after another power had fallen into the war 
in consequence of the same system, after the voice of mankind 
had so far declared against the justice of their cause, that 
they can get no ally, but, on the contrary, all the maritime 
powers are entering into a confederacy against them, upon a 
point which has been a principal source of their naval superiority 
in Europe; if England consider further, that America is now 
known all over Europe to  be such a magazine of raw mate- 
rials for manufactures, such a nursery of seamen, and such 
a source of commerce and naval power, tliat it would be dan- 
gerons to all the maritime powers to suffer any one of them to  
establish a domination and a monopoly again in America ;-in 
these circumstances, the only honorable part they can act, is  
to conform to the opinion of mankind; and the dishonorable 
and ruinous part for them to act, is to continue the war. 

For the principle, that the people have a right to a form of 
government according to their own judgments and inclinations 
is, in this enlightened age, so well agreed on in the world, 
that it would be thought dishonorable by mankincl in general 
for the English to govern three millions of people against their 
wills by military force ; and this is all they can ever hope for, 
even supposing they could bribe and tempt deserters enough 
from our army and apostates from our cause to make i t  iinpos- 
sible for us to carry on the war. This, however, I know to be 
impossible, and that they never will get quiet possession again 
of the government of any one whole State in the thirteen ; no, 
not for an hour. 

I know there exists, in some European minds, a prejudice 
VOL. 1. 28 
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against America, ancl a jealousy that she will be hurtful to 
Europe, ancl Euglancl may place some dependence upon this 
prejudice and jcalousy ; but the motions of the maritime powers 
begin to convince her, that this jealousy ancl prejudice do not. 
run so deep as they thought, ancl surely there never was a more 
groundless prejudice entertained among men, and it must be 
dissipated as soon as  the subject is considered. 

America is a nation of husbandmen, planted on a vast con- 
tinent of wild, uncultivated land ; and there is, ancl will be for 
centuries, no way in which these people can get a living, and 
advance their interest so much as  by agriculture. They can 
apply themselves to manufactures only to fill up interstices 
of time, in which they cannot labor on their lands, ancl to com- 
merce only to carry the produce of their lands, the raw materials 
of manufactures, to the European market. Europe is a country, 
whose land is all cultivated nearly to perfection, where the 
people have no way to advance themselves but by manufactures 
ancl commerce. Here are two worlds, then, fitted by God and 
nature to benefit each other, one by furnishing raw materials, 
the other manufactures, and they can never interfere. The 
number of the States in  America, their position and extension 
over such a great continent, and their fundamental constitu- 
tion that nine States must concur to war, show that nine of 
these States never can agree in any foreign war, or any other 
war, but for self-defence, if they should ever become powerful. 
But  in this case, however disagreeable a prospect it may open 
to  Americans, Europe has an everlasting warranty against their 
becoming clangerons to her, in the nature of mcu, the nature of 
their governments, and their position towards one another. 

All these circumstances serve to show, and the people of 
England begin to be sensible of it, that Europe will never suffer 
them to regain their domination and monopoly, even if they 
were able to  extort a forced submission. I n  this situation, 
then, the only honorable and advantageous course for E n -  

? 
land is to make peace and open commerce with America, in 
perfect consistency with her independence and her alliances. 
The people of England cannot be said to furnish subsidies witli- 
out murmuring, for it is certain there never was so much mur- 
muring and such radical discontent, in that nation nor any other, 
but a t  the eve of a revolution. 
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I very cheerfully agree with y o u  Excellency in opinion that 
the court of Spain has sagacity enough to penetrate and to 
defeat the deceitful designs of the English, and am not under 
other apprehensions from thence than that the report of a nego- 
tiation with Spain will leave some impressions in America, 
where I believe the English ministry chiefly intend it. I have 
already said that from the present British ministry I expect no 
peace. It is for the nation, and for the change of ministry, as a 
step towards peace, that I thought it might have some effect to 
make the communication, and to satisfy those people in Amer- 
ica, who, without the most distant thought of departing from 
their independence or their alliances, wish still to take every 
reasonable measure towards peace. Your Excellency's letter 
will convince them tjhat my apprehensions were wrong, and yonr 
advice will undoubtedly be followed, as i t  ought to be; for they 
cannot promise themselves any advantage from the communi- 
cation, equivalent to the inconvenience of taking a measure of 
this kind separately, which ongllit to be done but in concert, 
against the opinion of the ministry of France. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
JOHN -&DAMS. 

On a calm review of the relations thus far established be- 
tween these parties, it appears that Mr. Aclains had not yet clone 
a single act in France which was not either in the strict line. of 
his duty, or else had been invited by the minister himself. 
There might have been an absence of the usual forms of cour- 
tesy expected by the habits of court society, and an uncomnlon 
tenacity in urging unwelcome opinions. But  these deficiencies, 
admitting them to have existed, seem scarcely to excuse or jus- 
tify the rough and dictatorial manner resorted to as a check 
upon them. The tone is that of a master. Mr. Adams, so far 
from being subdued, was only provoked by it. He was, there- 
fore, led to further measures,Jhe policy of which, however well 
meant, can scarcely be denominated prudent. Finding himself 
of no use in Paris, lie determined upon going to Holland. He 
notified the Count of his design. After a detention of a week, 
waiting for intelligence from Spain, he was permit,ted to go. 
But it does not appear that the reason why he should be de- 
tained was ever communicated, or that any of the movements 
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attending Cumberland's attempt a t  a separate negotiation with 
Spain were made known to him. Yet indirectly they deeply 
involved the interesjs of America. Mr. Adams was not told 
that Count de Vcrgennes had proposed a longtrtruce in lieu of 
an explicit recognition of independence, as a basis of pacifica- 
tion, although Franklin had been consulted and had acquiesced 
in it. In fact the French cabinet, under the representations of 

v M. Necker, had become profoundly alarmed by the exhaustion 
--- 

of the finances caused by the war. To such an extent was this 
carried, that Count de Mam'epas appears to have ventured, in 
the month of July, upon some overtures of peace to the British 
government, the urgent nature of which can be gathered only 
from the notice of them in a letter of George the Third to Lord 
Nort11.l M. Necker's own secret letter, written some months later 
to Lord North, earnestly pressing for the truce, has now come 
t o  light.2 And even Count de Vergcnnes himself, who had up to 
this season resisted Necker's tendencies, on the 27th of Septein- 
her admitted to tlie king3 that ic no- resource was left to France 
but peace, and that as soon as possible." At no period during 
the whole struggle were the interests, if not the independence, 

. of the United States in such danger of beingcompromised as 
a t  this time. Fortunately they were saved by the obstinacy of 
the British sovereign and the obtuseness of his ministers. 

Wholly unconscious of this agittition deep beneath the sur- 
face, or of what was meditated by France, on the 27th of July, 
the day Mr. Adams took his departure from Paria, he did for 
the first time volunteer a letter, urging, in the strongest terms, 
a concentration of the naval power of France npon the Amer- 
ican seas, as the most effective mode of deciding the fate of 
the war, as  well as a conclusive proof to the people of America 
that France was sincerely enlisted in their cause. Vigorous 
as  was his plan, and clear the argument, i t  may be doubted 
whether, under the circumstances, it would not have been wiser 
to have omitted this insinuation. It was open to the objection 
raised by Dr. Franlilin, without foundation in tlie former case, 
of trenching upon his province, and it was likewise implying 

1 The Kin;; to Lord 'North, S\ July, 1780, in tlie Appendix to Brougham's 
Sta/vsim'n of the Time of f i e q e  the Titii'tl. 

2 1 December, 1780. It is found in the sxme Appendix. 
Quoted from the French archives, by Flaisan, torn. vii. p. 364. 
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a distrust of the French intentions in conducting the war, which, 
if well founded, it was doing no good to expose. But Mr. 
Adams had 110 specific evidence on which to rest the intimation. 
He  was not apprised of what was going on either in Spain or 
in Great Britain. Neither was he aware of the embarrassments 
under which Count de Vergennes was laboring from the de- 
mands of Spain upon the French navy. In point of fact, his 
stroke fell just a t  a moment when it reached more deeply than 
he had any idea of. It recommended additional exertions, when 
those already made were beginning to be intolerably burden- 
some. It urged a prosecution of the war when peace was the 
cherished thought. The consequence was a decided manifesta- 
tion of indignation on the part of the Count, by including this 
letter as a new offence in his complaints to Dr. Franklin, by 
abruptly closing all avenues to the reception of any more, and 
by directing measures to be taken a t  Philadelphia to procure 
from congress the revocation, a t  least of one, and possibly of all, 
of the commissions which had been given to Air. Adams. The 
result of these labors will be seen as the narrative proceeds. 

The object of Air .  Aclains's journey to Holland was to form 
an opinion for himself of the probability of obtaining assistance 
to America from the people of that country. After spending a 
fortnight a t  Amsterdam, and conversing with many persons 
respecting the chances of success in opening a loan, he was led 
to believe it far more feasible than the turn of events afterwards 
showed i t  to be. His opinion he communicated to congress in 
a letter to the President; but already, six weeks before this, a 
commission had been sent by congress to him, dheet ingl~im, 
in the absence of Mr. Laurens, who had been designated for 
the duty, but had not yet undertaken it, to make the attempt. 
Before it arrived, he had already set himself with energy to a 
preliminary work. He had been strongly impressed with the 
necessity of dibseininating correct information about America. 
This had led him in Paris to ,malie the exertions through the 
agency of M. Genet, which have been already all~~cled to. But  
when he found himself in  Amsterdam, free from the rertraints 
imposed by the French goveniuicut, and the risk of being re- 
garclecl as officious by Dr. Franklin, he lost no time in forming 
connections by wl~ich to act upon the public mind in Holland. 
That country was rich in money, which it was in the liabit 

28 ' 



330 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

of freely lendingto other nations. But  the capitalists were 
too cautious and shrewd to hazard their funds without hav- 
ing a clear notion of the securities for repayment. The igno- 
rance of the true condition and resources of the United States, 
of the character of the people and their institutions, was 
profound ;uid universal. What  little intelligence had come 
to Holland, had been supplied by the English influence then 
in  the ascendant in the government, and was colored by its 
habitual contempt of the colonial dependencies, and by the 
vindictive passions elicited by the war. I n  order to begin a 
counternction of this overbearing influence, Air. Adams sought 
the acquaintance of literary men and publishers of leading 
gazettes, quite as much as of the bankers and burgomasters 
of the town. ~ m o n ' g  them, the persons with whom he estab- 
lished the most permanent and  valuable relations were John 
Luzac, conductor of the Gazette at  Leyden, and Clisier, -- 
who set on foot a magazine entitled the Politipe Hollandais. 
Through the openings thus made, he set before the Dutch nation 
an abridged French translation of Governor Pownall's 6 c  Memo- 
rial to the Sovereigns of Europe," which he justly regarded as 
effective testimony from a good quarter to the character of the 
Americans, and likewise translations of the narratives of Gen- 
erals Howe and Eurgoyne, calculatcd, as  coming from enemies, 
to give a strong impression of their means of resistance. At 
the same time, through an American friend a t  Brussels, he 
obtained the publication, in a London journal, of many articles, 
drawn up  by himself, and furnishing correct views of American 
events, which he procured to be republished in the Leyden 
Gazette, and read with the character of English news. 

In addition to this he ventured upon a direct publication of 
his own, which had its origin in a conversation a t  a dinner 
table, with a distinguished lawyer of Amsterdam. It seems 
that this gentleman, by the name of Calkocn took the oppor- - --2 
tunity to address to him a series of questions, involving all the 
principal points of inquiry touching the history of the people of 
the United States, their character, and their ability to maintain 
their stand. Bnt inasmuch as both parties experienced some 
embarrassment from the want of a common l i i ~ l g l ~ a p  to explain 
tlicir meaning so fully a3 they wished, and as it occurred to Air. 
Adams that the information which Mr. Calkoen had sought to 



obtain would be likely to be useful to many Dutch people, 
lie procured the questions committed to writing, so that he 
might append a brief bnt clear answer' to each in its order, 
and give the whole to the press, for the public information. 
This was accordingly done. Mr. Callcoen was so much pleased 
with the result, that he not only took pains to communicate 
the knowledge of i t  to his circle of acquaintance, but he 
drew a parallel between the American Revolution and the revolt 
of the Low Countries, admirably adapted to enlist the sym- 
pathies of his countrymen, already excited by the events of the 
pending struggle. Mr. Adams's work has been repeatedly pub- 
lished under the title of " Twent,y-six Letters upon interesting 
subjects respecting the Revolution of America," and is now in- 
serted in the seventh volume of the present collection. A slight 
examination of i t  is sufficient to show how exactly i t  was 
adapted to supply the wants of the time, and o'f the place where 
i t  was composed, and even at  this day it may often be usefully 
consulted for information i n  few words as to the events of 
that period, which can only be obtained by scattered iiivesti- 
gations elsewhere. 

The reception of the powers to open a loan in the absenc,e of 
Mr. Laurens, was the signal for Mr. Adams to turn his efforts 
ill that direction. He immediat,ely set about inquiries of the 
leading brokers in Amsterdam, as to the probability of obtain- 
ingtlie aid of influential houses to effect the object. Whether 
he could have succeeded, had no adverse. circnmstances inter- 
posed, is doubtful, to say the least. At any rate, the opportu- 
nity to know was denied him. Scarcely had he entered on his 
task, before the news arrived of the capture of Air. Lawens, and 
of the discovery of secret papers in his possession, likely to 
involve Holland in difficulty with Great Britain. The panic 
among the moneyed men was extreme. A copy had been found 
of a project of a treaty drawn up between William Lee and M. 
Van Berclcel, the first pensiouary of Amsterdam, under the 
instigation of John de Neufville, a merchant of some activity 
and influence, neither of them having any author it,^ to nego- 
tiat.e. The British ministry snatched a t  this as  an occasion 
for the most nncompromising reclamations. As if eager to 
pounce upon what remained of the decaying commerce of Hol- 
land, scarcely an opening was left to her for the possibility of 
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retreat. The States, greatly alarmed, disavowed with earnest- 
ness all complicity with the movement of Amsterdam. Not a 
merchant or banker in the place, of any influence, would ven- 
ture a t  such a moment even to appear to know that a person, 
suspected of being an American agent, was a t  hand. Fortu- - 
nately for Air. Adams, the tone of Great Britain helped him out 
of his difficulty. So dictatorial was it, as  to leave little choice 
to the wavering Dutchmen between prostration and resistance. 
For the former they were not yet quite prepared. This was 
the moment when the influence of France, which had been 
for some time rising in the councils of that country, was of 
use to hold up their dubious courage, and with i t  came the 
feeling which ultimately enabled Mr. Adams to succeed in his 
ui~clertaliinof. But that did not happen for some time. At 
present, it is enough to say that all thoughts of effecting the 
desired object were to be laid aside. Yet the labors which 
Mr. Adams had expended, had not been entirely lost. For 
he had succeeded in fo rmin~onnec t ions  with a number of 
active political men and merchants, which, though remaining 
in abeyance whilst the panic continued, did not fail materially 
t o  aid him a t  the time when concealment ceased to be of use. 

During this period, the efforts which Count de Vergennes had 
threatened to make a t  Philadelphia against the influence of Mr. 
Adams, throng11 his minister, the Chevalier de la Luzerne, had 
been directed with some skill, but with no very marked success. 
The indiscretion of M. Gerard had fixed deep in the minds of 
the New England men, whom he had stigmatized for their 
resistance to his wishes, a suspicion of the motives of France in 
her conduct of the war, had weakened their confidence in Dr. 
Franklin, whom they thought too much under the influence of 
Count de Vergcnnes, and had confirmed their determination to 
adhere to Air.  Adams the more stiffly for the very opposition 
displayed to him. As a consequence, M. dc la Luzernc could 
obtain no concession from congress beyond the passage of a 
resolution in the mildest terms, intimatingto Mr. Adams their 
concurrence in the Count's view of the inexpediency of coin- 
municating to the court of Great Britain the knowledge of his 
powers to treat of commerce. Neither did this pass, before new 
commissions had been showered upon him by the same body. 
On the 1st of January, 1781, the President transmitted to him 
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the necessary authority to appear as minister plenipotentiary to 
the United Provinces, with instructions to negotiate a treaty of 
alliance whenever such a measure should become practicable. 
This was in the place of Henry Laurens, then held a prisoner 
in the Tower of London. At the same time another commis- 
sion was passed, conferring on him authority to sign the Armed 
Neutrality, then looming 111) as an important combination, in 
conjunction with any or all of the northern powers. In truth, 
the abounding activity of Air. Adams was far more in unison 
with the temper of the majority than the repose of Dr. Franklin, 
with which they were so much dissatisfied as to initiate a 
special mission in the person of Colonel John Laurens to enforce 
upon the government of France their urgent need of further 
pecnniary aid. 

No sooner had his new powers reached the hands of Mr. 
Adams, than he entered upon measures to carry them into 
effect. He a t  once drew ~ i p  and presented a memorial to tlie 
States General, aiiiiouncing himself as authorized on the part 
of the United States to give in their accession to the Armed 
Neutrality, and he seat a formal notice of the same to the min- 
isters of France, Russia, Sweden, and Denmark, a t  the Hague, 
as  well as to M. Van Bercliel, the first peiisionary of Amster- 
dam. Not many weeks afterwards, he determined upon the 
bolder step of presenting to the States General another memorial, 
directly soliciting to be recognized as  minister plenipotentiary 
of an independent sovereignty. In both these acts he ventured 
to proceed upon his own responsibility; for the Duke dc la 
Vauguyon, France's minister a t  the Hague, whom he consulted, 
held out little encouragement, and Count de Vergennes once 
more appealed to congress to check him, recommending this 
time that he should be under the instructions of Dr. Franli- 
lin. France had no inclination to precipitate Holland into a 
situation, in which she might become an additional burden in 
the war, and a new party to consult in the event of a paci- 
fication. Wha t  was likely to be of use to  the United States, 
by introducing them more firmly illto the recognized family of 
nations, was of little moment to her, who trusted to accoin- 
plish her sole aim, the disruption of the British empire, with- 
out the aid of any European power except Spain. Hence 
it became obvious to Mr. Aclams, that if any thing was to be 
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done a t  all, lie must rely upoiiliis ow11 energy much more than 
the co+eration of France. Nor yet was tlie lesson of caution 
unheeded by him, who knew the probable consequence to him- 
self of any failure of success. He  took no step without full con- 
sultation with shrewd men on whom lie could rely. Inasmuch 
as the Stadtholder and his friends were known to be in t,he inter- 
ests of Great Britain, it was natural that lie should form his rela- 
tions with the leaders of the opposition. The influence of the 
court party had been considerably reduced by the unpopularity 
of Louis of Brunswicli, whose power with tlie Stadtholcler was 
regarded as supreme. And the old popular sympathies, though 
weakened by the progress of wealth and corruption, retained 
enough of their energy to associate nun~bers in resistance to 
the authority of the favorite, and in aid of t,he semblance, a t  
least, if not the reality, of liberty. Hence the growth of the 
patriots at this time, and the natural intimacy with them of Sir. 
Adams. Moreover, tlie prospects held out of a new avenue 
for the declining t,racle of the country had their effect upon tlie 
merchants and mamifacturers of the largest and most influen- 
tial towns. It was with the advice of some of the leaders 
amongtliese classes, that Mr. Adams ventured upon the presen- 
tation of his memorial. Guided by them, he caused i t  to be 
translated into two languages, published in various forms, and 
disseminated as freely as possible t,hroughout the provinces. 
It was in tlie nature of an appeal to the popular feeling against 
the known tendencies of the government. Its effect, which 
proved important in the end, was not a t  first perceptible. The 
St'ates General received it with their customary form, ad refer- 
e d  ; in ot,her words, to refer it to the particular constituencies. 
Ail interval followed, in which 110 progress appeared to be made. 
Brit, the elements were nevertheless silently working, which 
brought about, in course of time, the most gratifying success. 

Ill the midst of these labors, a notice came from Count de 
Vecgennes, that Mr. Adams was wanted in Paris. The causes 
of this summons were utterly unknown to him, for he had not 
been kept informed of the diplomatic movement~s in Europe, 
even though, in fact, they were turning upon the question of 
tlie position of the United States, and his own, as their repre- 
sentative. He nevertheless obeyed i t  a t  once, and reached Paris 
on the 6th of July, 1781. 
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The communications then made to him, although not by any 
means unreserved, nor calculatecl to give him the mastery of 
the complicated negotiations which had gone before, were yet 
sufficient to impose upon him the necessity of reflecting deeply 
upon his peculiar line of duty before proceeding further. For 
the better comprehension of the subject, it will be necessary 
to go back and take up the thread of the transactions, at  the 
point where i t  was dropped, when Mr. Adams, in July of the 
preceding year, left Paris to go to Holland. 

So early as  1778, when, a t  the suggestion of the British gov- 
ernmeirt, Spain made repeated oilers of mediation between 
Great Britain and France, in which offers the mission of Air. 
Adams had its source, Count de Vcrgennes drew up a memoir 
embracing the propositions, which, in his judgment, might be 
accepted as a basis for a pacification. It is in this paper that 
is to be found the acquiescence in the Spanish suggestion of 
a truce for a term of years between the mother country and 
her colonies, after i t  had been assented to by Dr. Franldin,l then 
sole minister a t  Paris, but which had not been made known to 
Mr. Adams, when he entered upon his new office of negotiator 
ill the contingency of a peace. This proposal, which had not 
then met with any favor from Great Britain, revolted at the 
smallest indication of the interposition of France between her 
and her colonies, had been nevertheless revived upon the occa- 
sion of Mr. Cumberland's fruitless mission, still, however, with- 
out any communication of the fact to Sir. Adams. But in the 
latter case, Spain had ventnrecl, witliozrt the privity and against 
the opinion of France, to connect with it the well-known prin- 
ciple of zitipossidetis as a basis of negotiation, which materially 
contributed still further to entangle its details, already sufficiently 
intricate. Mr. Cumberland's mission seems to have been ship- 
Â¥wrecked a t  its outset, on the question, whether the surrender of 
Gibraltar should be permitted to enter into the negotiation ; 
and the ministry, which never relied on its success, or on the 
sincerity of Spain, abandoned i t  for the better-founded prospect 
held out by the offers obtained from the powers of Austria and 
of Russia. These offers, after some delays, occasioned by the 
unreasonable British demand of a dissolution of the alliance 

1 Sevelinges's Introduction to the French Translation of Botta's 
Tom. i. p. 34. 
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between France and the United States, as a first step, assumed 
the shape of four articles, which were transmitted in a ch'eular, 
directed to their respective envoys a t  Madrid, Paris, and London, 
with instructions to lay them before those com'ts as a suitable 
basis of negotiation for the reCstablislin~cnt of peace. It  was 
the necessity of replying to them, which made the occasion for 
calling Mr. Adams to Paris. The answers of Spain and France 
were alre:icly in preparation, and now it became necessary to 
corniiiuiiic:itc the facts to the America11 commi~sioner, so far as 
to  settle the relation-which the United States were to hold to 
the entire procecdiiig. W a s  he to  be regarded as a person 
clothed with diplomatic powers, authorizing him to chiirn a 
place as representative of a sovereign nation to treat with Great 
Britain in the congress which might be assembled under this 
mediation? Or was he to he considered merely as an agent, 
to watch over the interests of those he might represent, accord- 
ing as  i t  might suit the other powers to  construe them as 
sovereign or not? It w:is obvious that upon the determination 
of this question one way or the other, would depend tlie chauce 
of making out of this opening a road to negotiation. 

But Mr. Adams, though about to be consulted, had been 
hitherto kept entirely in the dark respecting the movements 
here described. He knew nothing of the answer, preparing 
on the part of France, nor was lie aware of the dispatch which 
Count de Vergennes had transmitted to the Chevalier de la  
Luzerne, as long ago as  the 9th of March preceding, proposing 
that congress should strip him of all discretion in tlic ncgotia- 
tion, and should direct him to take his orders implicitly from 
himsulf, even thong11 those orders might go the length of a 
concession of geographical limits, of the substitution of a truce 
for recognized independence, of a surrender of the navigation 
of the Mississippi, of the fisheries, and, even in the last resort, 
of a consent to the basis of uti possidetis itself. All that was 
told him was limited to three articles, sepiiratwl from the fourth, 
a material one to him, and also from the context of tlie pro- 
posal, made by the mediating powers ; to a comiirunication, for 
the first time, of the project of a truce ; and to the ambiguous 
intimations of Count de Vergennes and of his secretary, de 
Rnyneval, respecting the necessity of defining his position. 
These things, taken together and viewed from this distance 
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of time, are all sufficiently intelligible to make the question 
of what should have been the response on the part of an 
American minister, one of little difficulty to determine. But 
Mr. Adams was permitted to see but a very small corner of 
the picture, nor had he mueh time to study even that. Yet lie 
decided a t  once ; and with the instinctive sagacity which marks 
his whole career, his decision was right. 

It is essential, however, that this view of the policy of Count 
de Vergennes should not be misunderstood. I t  is not meant 
that, in asking of the United States so wide a latitude of dis- 
cretion in sacrificing their dearest rights, he was actuated by 
any wish to make the sacrifices contemplated. I n  all probabil- 
ity, it would have pleased him better to avoid them. But he 
felt himself surrounded by difficulties. The war had become 
very burdensome. France had been drawn in, by the necessity 
of sustaining the Americans, to make advances far beyond the 
original calculations. The retirement of M. Necker from the v'' ---- - 
superintendence of the finances had shaken the public con- 
fidence in the administration, and aggravated the already bur- 
densome pressure of the demands for the war. The state of 
Europe threatened other differences, which might at any moment 
require a diversion of the forces of the nation. Spain, though 
a t  last involved in the war, was wavering, capricious, and 
intractable. I t  would not do to  risk the alienation of two , 

such powers as Austria and Russia, by slighting their offer of 
aediation, especially if Great Britain should decide to accept 
it. Under such circumstances, it was of the first importance to 
him t,hat he should hold as many of the threads of negotiation 
exclusively in his ow11 hands as possible, and especially that he 
should run no risk of entanglement, from any obstinacy on the 
part of the United States, in refusing to concede points of 
secondary interest to France, These it might become ueces- 
sary for him to admit among the materials for negotiation, and 
for an exchange of equivalents. 'Substantial independence of 
Great Britain was all that he had ever been determined to gait1 
for them by the war. On that point there was no doubt of his 
immobility, for the irreparable scission of the British empire 
made the corner-stone of his policy. 

But in the month of July of this year, when action could no 
longer be deferred, congress had not yet become sufficiently 

VOL. I. 29 V 
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pliant to invest in the Count the great discretionary power 
which he had solicited, neither had they ret-eiiided the po-i- 
five instrnrtioi~s first given to Mr. Adams. It was, therefore, 
not possible to avoid a t  least the form of consulting him. 
The manner Ã̂  which this was clone has been explained. It 
certainly cannot be said to have been of tli'i.it ldiid likely to 
inspire or even to cherish mutual confidence. Mr. Adi im~ eonid 
not feel any reliance npon the p o d  faith of the French cabinet, 
for uotbiuqhad btlen done to make him feel it. Of the dis- 
position of Fninklin, as between him and the Count, he had 
already had an experience too painful to tempt him to appeal to 
it. Mr. Fr:incis Dana, in whom he had great eonficlence, and 
whose opinions ai~corcled with his own, had gone on his mis- 
sion to St. Petersburg. Nobody else was left in Paris with 
whom to consult. Great was tlie responsibility of the reply he 
was to make. Yet h e  did not hesitiite. Wlien called to decide 
immediately, his miucl nlways acted with the greatrst rapidity. 
On the very clay that the three articles had been eommuniea t~~l  
to him, he transmitted a copy to the President of eoug~ess, with 
a letter embracing the principles upon which his answer was 
afterwardt. made. 

The articles were in themselves simple enough. They pro- 
vided for a wholly separate negotiation for peace between Great 
Britain and the colonies, without the intervention of France, or 
even of the niediaiors, unless these should lie bolieited to act. 
No treaty, however, was to be concluded or signed, excepting 
simnltaneonsly with the execution of a peace between the bcl- 
ligerents for whose interests the mediators were providing. The 
tliird article proposed an armistice for one or more years, to 
accomino~late the negotiations, and the maintenance of things as 
they were on all side.*, during the interval that might thns occur. 

But there was a fourth article, which Count cle Vergcnncs 
did not see fit to disclose. I t  provided, in csise of the acct3ptance 
of the plan by all the parties, that the belligerents shonlcl call 
upon the mediating courts to open the congress, and that 
they shoulcl, without delay, commission UK; proper delegates to 
attend it. The reason for this sup~re-isioii must be left to be 
conjectured from the general tendency of that minister's conduct, 
which showed distrust of his ability to overrule Air.  Adams's eon- 
stmction of his own powers. And the fourth article certainly 



LIFE O F  JOHN ADAMS. 339 

left a great opening for him, if disposed to claim for America 
an equal position in the congress. 

On the 13th of July, being only two days after the reception 
of the three article-;, Mr. Adams communic:ited to Count cle 
Vergcnues his answer. He began by expressing a strong rcpug- 
nance to any idea of a truce, which involved the continuance of 
the British forces in America. But, waving this, his decisive 
objection was aimed against the anomalous position which his 
country was to be made to occupy in the course of the negotia- 
tions. It was to play the part of an insurgent, endeavoring to 
make terms with a superior power, instead of one sovereignty 
contracting on equal footing with others. This would place the 
question of their independence 'at the mercy of a congress of 
rninist~rri of the powers of Europe, to which the United States 
could never give their consent, '< because," as Mr. Adains said, 
" let that congress determine as it might, their sovereignty, with 
submission only to Divine Providence, never can, and never will 
be given up." 

This answer was transmitted to Count de Vergennes with a 
note, briefly and modestly enough expressing uncertainty as to 
the direction which the Count proposed to give to it, and doubt 
if the points had all been fully seized, upon which his opinion 
had been asked. I n  either case, Mr. Adams declared himself 
ready to modify or correct whatever might be regarded as ex- 
ceptionable. Five days afterwards the Count, misinterpreting 
the whole spirit of the proposal, sent a reply assuming that Mr. 
Adams intended to claim directly of the mediators a place in 
the congress, informingllim that there were preliminaries to be 
adjusted with respect to the United States before lie could do so, 
and closing with something not unlike a in(-uace of the forfeit- 
ure of his position in case of his venturing to take any such 
step. And not satisfied with this, the reply was addressed 
and franked by the Count himself, to Air. Adams, as u,yent of 
the United States of North America, and not as minister em- 
powered to negotiate a treaty of peace. 

Taking no notice either of this ominous proceeding under a 
government in whose esteem titles were things, or yet of the 
absence of ordinary courtesy in the tone of the answer, Mr. 
Adams went on to explain, in three successive letters, of marked 
ability, his views of the impossibility of an acceptance of this 
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mediation by France, without previously establishing the char- 
acter of the United States as  a party to  the negotiation. His 
arguments, iilthongh materially affected by his ignorance of the 
existence of the fourth article, had their natural operation on 
the mind of the French minister. Not greatly inclined to wel- 
come the interposition of the mediating powers, 1111d yet anxious 
to  avoid oflence by clirectly declining it, Count de Vorgcnnes 
drew an answer which the historian of French diplomacy 
describes as tris envcloppie, 'Whilst lie cleclarecl that the pro- 
positions, as they stood, could not be accepted by Franre con- 
sistently with her dignity, lie yet intimated that her objections 
might be removed, provided the right way were taken to that 
end. Wha t  that way was, the historian does not explain.1 
From other sources, it is shown to have been a demand of the 
prior recognition of tlie United States, remarkably in accordance 
with the argument addressed to the Count by Mr. Adams. But  
Great Britain had already precluded all questions on this point 
by a haughty rejection of the mediation, because it would per- 
mit France to stand between her and the colonies. The iinpe- 
rial courts, not yet clisco~waged, made one more effort to bring the 
belligerents to terms. But the only effect of i t  was to enable 
the French minister to extricate himself from all his einbarrass- 
merits by throwing the blame of the failure upon the side of 
Great Britain, His last paper was not sent until the first of 
January, 1782. Long before that, Mr. Adams had returned to 
Holli~iicl to resume the tangled thread of his operations there. 
And thus it was that this p a t  movement, which a t  one mo- 
nlent looked so ominous to the interests of America, came to an 
insignificant end. 

On the very day that Mr. Adams wrote his last letter to Count 
de Vergelines, the Committee of Foreign Affairs, through Sir. 
Lovell, were writing from Philadelphia to tell him of the suc- 
cess of that minister in his persevering effort to procure a 
revocation of the powers to negotiate a treaty of commerce. 
The tone of congress hacl gradually become lowered. The 
people were suffering from exhaustion by the war;  especially 

1 Flassan, tom. vii. p. 317. The answer translated is in the Diplom& Corre- 
spnnrlrnce of the Recolullon, vol. xi. p. 33. An extract was obtninril by Mr. 
Ail;1111s, tliroui;h Mr. D.ina, whilst i n  Russia, togetlier with copics of tlie later 
papers. They may be found in the Appendix to the seventh volume of the 
present work. 
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so in the Southern States, which had latterly become the theatre 
of the conflict. Hence a majority of the members, after a sharp 
struggle, were brought to consent to accept in part the sngges- 
lions of the French minister. They very wisely, though not 
nntil one attempt had failed, enlarged the commission for nego- 
t i a t i ng the  peace, by joining with Mr. Adams, Dr. Franklin, 
Ah. Jay, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Laurens. This insured a gen- 
eral representation of the interests in the respective State-., ancl 
a greater probability of acquiescence in any result which might 
be arrived at. The next step was not so wise. They aban- 
doned every ultimatum of their first instructions excepting the 
point of independence, and they tied to it a superfluous condi- 
tion, extorted by the anxieties of the minister, that the treaties 
with France should, at all events, be preserved. Every thing 
else was to be left to the discretion of the commissioners. 

Had the instructions stopped here, the independent spirit of 
the country would have been saved ; and here they were intended 
by the committee that drew them to stop. But France was not 
satisfied, ancl required more. At the instigation of M. de la 
Luzerne, the words directiiig their ministers " to use their own 
judgment and prudence in securing the interest of the United 
States" were erased, and the words "dtimately to  govern 
themselves by the advice and opinion of the French minister " 
were introduced, as amendments. The decision showed the 
influence of Massachusetts to  be in the wane. Even New 
Hampshire, under the guidance of John Sullivan, deserted her, 
and Pennsylvania was no better than neutral. Massachusetts 
stood out in opposition, sustained only by Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, and Delaware. The attitude of Virginia was no longer 
what it had been when the Lees were in hearty union and co- 
operation with the Adamses. The Lees had come under reproach 
for their friendship to Massachusetts, ancl less kindly spirits had 
taken their places. The pressure of the war was upon her, and 
she consented to the greatest hnrniliation of the national pride 
recorded in the nation's annals. Even those members who voted 
for it felt ashamed, and repeatedly attempted to expunge it after- 
wards. But the record, because once made, was permitted to 
remain by those who offered nothing to excuse it. They had 
placed the power over peace in the hands of the French minis- 
ter, limiting it in only those particulars in which the interests 

29 * 
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of the two nations were identical. Every thing else was left 
a t  the mercy of a negotiation between three European powers 
having primary interests of their own, some of which conflieted 
with those of the United States. That the latter were saved 
through other guardianship than that of thc French court from 
the necessity of making great sacrifices, the issue, it is Tie- 

. lieved, will clearly show. 
Much of this intelligence, when i t  finally reached Sir. Adams, 

was little calculated to  give vigor to his exertions. The only 
portion of i t  which afforded him relief, was that relating to 
the enlargement of the peace commission. To  a friend, who 
addressed an inquiry to  him under an impression that the news 
might be disagreeable, lie instantly replied, in confidence : - 

The great transaction you allude to is this. A new com- 
mission for peace. J. Adams, B. Franklin, H. Laurens, J. Jay, 
and T. Jefferson, are the ministers. I do not see that this is any 
trial a t  all of spirit and fortitude. I t  is more honorable than 
before, and much more easy. I assure you it has been a y e a t  
comfort to me. The measure is right. It  is more respectful to 
the powers of Europe concerned, and more likely to give satis- 
faction in America." 

But, as a counterpoise to this, came what was of a very pain- 
ful character to him. He had, previously to  this time, been 
receiving impressions more and more unfavorable to the policy 
of Count de Vergennes. Hc had himself been treated by him 
with any thing rather than confidence. He thought he saw a 
disposition on his part to grasp the control of all the interests of 
America in the negotiations. He had occasion to feel that his 
own efforts had been opposed in Holland. He kncw that A&. 
Jay  had made no progress in Spain. He received letters from 
his friend and secretary, Francis Dana, who had gone upon a 
mission of adventure to Russia, which convinced him of the 
existence of the same policy a t  St. Petersburg. It is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that the Count did apprehend a possibility 
that support given in other quarters to America might tend to 
obstruct the negotiations, by introducing new and possibly dis 
corclant elemcnts, cvcn if it should not raise the demands of thi 
Americans to an inconvenient height. His experience had like 
wise taught him the clifficulty of pacifying the obstinate ye 
greedy imbecility of Spain. Under such complicated embarrass- 
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nents it is not at  all to  be wondered at  that he should aim, so 
far as he could, to control all the element,s of a pacification 
But what was wise in him to desire, i t  might not be so wise 
in others to concede. Consideringthat the fisheries were a 
rival interest on one side, and the western limits were obviously 
a point of jealousy on the part of Spain ; considering, too, that 
France a t  no time had shown the smallest disposition to favor 
America in either case, i t  was not deemed by Mr. Aclams dis- 
creet or prudent to place the absolute disposal of these questions 
in her hands. It doesnot  appear, however, that he received a 
copy of the new instructions so early as the other intelligence ; 
and when he did, i t  was at  a time that he was so deeply en- 
gaged in pursuing his great object a t  the Hague as to render 
every other consideration subordinate to his success there. 

Affairs in Holland were rapidly coming to a crisis. England, 
disappointed in not subd~iing the resistance in that country by 
arrogance, had proceeded to execute her threats by a declara- 
tion of war. The Dutch opposition, well enough disposed to 
exertion in the defence of the country, was neut,ralized by the 
secret indifference, if not treachery, of the Stadtholcler, and the 
insufficient support rendered by France. For the latter power 
it was not desirable to go further than to secure from the 
secondary States a harmony in sentiment and neutrality in 
action. The effort of Mr. Aclams to rouse the popular feel- 
ing, by awakening sympathy with the American cause, seemed 
to Count de Vergennes as  idle as i t  was foreign from a strict 
diplomatic policy. He had scouted i t  when proposed by him 
to be used as an engine in Great Britain, in connection with 
he treaty of commerce. He scouted it now in Holland. By 
 is instigations at  Philadelphia, Air. Livingston, then become 
he foreign secretary of congress, had been charged with the 
luty of remonstrat~ing with Mr. Adams upon his course. Dr. 
franklin, whose ow11 system had ever been that of a masterly 
nacti~it~y, and exclusive reliance upon France, contented him- 

<elf with treating i t  with a little quiet sarcasm. The conse- 
quence was, that Mr. Adams went on in the path he had 
chosen, alone, with no advantage of assistance or encourage- 
ment from his natural friends, and animated solely by his own 
energy and judgment. 

Two events just now came in, however, to exercise no unim- 
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portant influence upon his operations. One of them was the 
capitulation of Lord Cornwallis, the official account of which 
was transmitted directly to Mr. Adams by General Washington. 
The other was the arrival of still another con2mission, and in- 
structions from congress to propose to the States Gruel-iil a 
treaty of triple alliance between France, Holland, and the United 
States. This measure had been initiated by .Mr. Adams in a 
suggestion made to the Duke de la Va~iguyon, the French 
envoy a t  the Hague, who had thought so well of it as to reconi- 
mend it to tlie notice of his government. Count dc Yergeniies 
saw its value as an expedient with which to counteract the 
acceptance by Grcat Britain of the offer of Russia to mediate 
between herself and Holkmd, of the effects of 'which upon 
the doubting and divided counsels of the latter country he 
was apprehensive. But when Air. Adams, clothed with his 
new powers, proposed to the Duke dc la Vangnyon to go for- 
ward in a public iniinner, either jointly or separately, as the 
latter might think most advisable, he was constantly put off with 
the excuse that no instructions had yet been received. Not 
mistaking the drift of this delay, Mr. Adams folt that no altcr- 
native was left. but utter inaction or a further advance upon his 
own responsibility. He determined upon going forward alone. 

Throughout this period the situation of Holland was peculiar. 
For more than a century her general policy had been to cherish 
the closest relations with Great Britain, and to  hold France as  
her natural and most formidable enemy. Whatever might have 
been the recorninendations to this course, when first commenced 
under the auspices of William the Third, there can bc no question 
that, as i t  continued, tlie weaker country gradually contracted 
habits of dependence on her commercial rivnl, nndor "which her 
weight in the scale of nations steadily declined. The most 
palpable proof of i t  is to be found in the substitution, for the 
original relations of alliance, of something more like those of 
master and servant. The British envoy at the Hague, Sir 
Joseph Yorke, during his thirty years' residence, had so liabit- 
uated the people to  his dictatorial tone, that, however arrogant 
or unreasomible his demands, they were sccircely received with 
surprise. The Stadtholder, a man of vacillating purpose, 
directed by a favorite incompetent and selfish, and relying for 
his support upon his hereditary family influence among the 
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people of the lesser States, accommodated his policy to the 
English, not so much from any expectation of advantage to 
the country, as from a sense of the need of support against 
the opposition of what was left of the famous old party of the 
republic, that of the De Witts and De Ruyter, in the commercial 
cities. The members of that party still cherished the ancient 
memories of the national freedom, though they were without ,the 
vigor necessary to raise it into a present reality. They required 
something to lean npon, some material prop, before they could 
summon any heart for a struggle. France stood ready to furnish, 
a t  least, the semblance of syrnpalliy with liberty,' and rather 
than have no aid from without, they were content to take it, 
without narrowly scanning its genuineness. Hence the resusci- 
tation of what was called the popular party at this time. 

But it may be doubted whether all that France would have 
been willhig to risk in this adventure could have met with much 
success, had not Great Britain, with the singular wantonness 
which marks every step of her action during this period, labored 
as  if determined to throw the whole game into her hands. The 
choice was not given to Holland even to remain neutral. As if 
bent upon driving the commerce of that country to ruin, what- 
ever they might do, Britain magnified the causes of offence which 
its chief city had given, a t  the same time that she demanded 
of the government, controlled by her own friends, a reparation 
which she must have known it was not in their power to obtain 
for her. Instead of resorting to kindness and conciliation, 
which, in the nervous uneasiness of the moneyed interest, 
would probably have secured a p e a t  extent of concession as an 
alternative to the hazards of war, she seemed rather to seek to 
avoid the means which might have made the last resort un- 
necessary. If such a policy was prompted, as has been some- 
times suggested, by mere eagerness for plunder, by the desire to 
pounce upon the rich entreflt of Eustatia, and to cripple still 
further the declining commerce.of the Dutch, little more can be 
needed to complete the evidence touching the spirit of the 
counsels which had brought on the whole contest. But tills, 
perhaps, would be too harsh a judgment. Great Britain has 

1 " Les amis cle la France devaient toujours crier la liberty." Flassan deswihes 
tiis as the policy of the court of Versailles under Louis the Fifteenth. From 
that quarter it was a cry and nothing else, as well in Holland as in America. 
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generally been overbearing, but she is seldom mercenary. Even 
the caustic Frederick charged her only with an overweening 
confidence in the power of her guineas to gain all her objects 
through others. The more probable conclusion is, that i t  was 
tlie triumph of 1763 which had nourished the haughty and un- 
compromising temper that ultimately concentrated against her 
the feeliiigs of the continent, and made her mortifications, in 
1783, the cause of mutual congratulation among all the nations 
of Europe. 

Another, and perhaps a still stronger reason may have tempted 
Great Britain to declare war against the Dutch. She well lillcw 
the country to be torn by contending factions, and she may 
have hoped to stimulate the Stadtliolder and his friends to a 
degree of energy which iniglxt establish his preponderance, and 
completely crush the power of his opponents. If such was 
indeed the expectation, the result sufficiently proves its folly. 
For instead of inspiring the Orange party with vigor, the effect 
was, on the contrary, to revive, for a brief period, some sparks 
of the spirit which had animated the resistance to  the Spanish 
dominion, and to paralyze the court. This spirit i t  had become 
tlie interebt of France to cherish, but not by any menus to the 
extent which those impelled by it desired. To  engage Holland 
vigorously in the war, might involve the obligation of continuing 
it solely for her sake beyond the moment when the objects for 
which it had been commenced could be gained to France. But  
the ardor of the popular leaders, stimulated by the vehemence 
of opposition to the Stacltl~oldor~s party, however it might be 
viewed by France, could appear to a representative of the United 
States in no other light than as furnishing a blessed oppor- 
trinity, to be improved as  far as possible, for the benefit of his 
struggling country. To  this end lie had labored to establish 
relations with the chiefs, :md had preferred their advice to that 
of the French minister. Conceiving it of the first in~portance 
to obtain, if possible, an acknowledgment of the independence 
of the United States by the Dutch, he made up his mind to 
push for it, even though France, viewing i t  from a European 
position, should regard it as of no moment. Hence it was 
rather with the acquiescence than the full approval of the 
Duke cle Vanguyon, that, in consonance wit11 the suggestions 
of leading patriots, and especially the bold Van der Capellen, 
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he made up  his mind to take a daring step, which might 
indeed accomplish his great object, but which, on the other 
hand, if it failed, would inevitably, for the time, detract seri- 
ously from his reputation, and render the chances of success, 
afterwards, more desperate than ever. 

Every thing having been accordingly arranged, on the 8th of 
January, 1782, Mr. Adams commenced a series of formal visits, 
in person, to the chief officers, and the deputies of each city, in 
the States General, a t  the Hague, in which he respectfully re- 
minded them of the memorial he had addressed to them, asking 
for the recognition of his country, to which he had not yet 
received any reply. He then stated the object of his visit to 
be to demand a CATEGORICAL ANSWER, in order that he might 
transmit it, without delay, to his government. He was received 
with the same general form of reply in every instance, but with 
greater or less kinclliness, according as the members sympathized 
with his object or otherwise. All of them pleaded the ab.-.enee 
of instructions, without which they were not competent to act, 
but promised to transmit his demand to their respective con- 
stituencies in order to hasten them. There can be little doubt 
that the movement was a signal for invigorating the agitation 
already set in motion in the various parts of the confederacy. 
Neither was i t  long in producingvisible results. I11 the coin- 
plicated system of government then established, more nearly 
approximating an aristocracy than any other known form, al- 
though the people had small powers of absolute control, their 
municipal organizations furnished extraordinary facilities of 
directing opinion with force upon the constituent bodies. It 
was by this agency that the cause of America was now to be 
advanced. In many of the great towns, such as  Leyden, Rot- 
terdam, Amsterdam, Haerlem, Utrecht, Zwol, petitions were 
gotten up, setting forth, a t  more or less length, reasons why 
the provincial States, to which they respectively belonged, should 
be instructed early to declare in favor of granting Mr. Aclams's 
demand. The anxiety with which he watched the progress 
of these movements, may be gathered from his correspondence 
with Mr. C. W. F. Dumas, through whom, as familiar with 
the Dutch, French, and English lana;nages, and, moreover, as a 
zealous coacljutor, all the communications with the actors were 
carried on. Even under the waning influence of the Stadt- 
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holder, the idea of soon carrying the point with seven States, 
the separate assent of eaeh of whom was indispensable to suc- 
cess, could scarcely be entertained. Yet such was the activity 
and earnestness displayed, and so strongly had the current set 
against the Orange party, not unreasonably suspected of erip- 
pling the national resources in the war for the sake of aiding 
Great Britain, that every obstacle was quickly swept away. 

Only seven weeks after Ah. Aclams's formal demand, the 
States of Friesland adopted a resolution, instructing their dele- 
gates in the States ~ e n e r a l  ft) accede to it. The announcement 
of this decision seems to have given a great, impetus to the 
action of the delegates of the other States a t  the Hague. As 
city declared itself after city in the wealthy province of Hol- 
land, it became certain, before another month elapsed, that 
incomparably 1he most powerful State of the confederacy would 
range herself on the same side. Zealand and Overyssel were 
not long in following, and in the same week of April the 
three other States, Groningen, Utrecht, and Guelderland, de- 
clared themselves. No sooner was the decision of the last 
State received than the States General proceeded to act. And 
thus i t  happened that 011 the 19th of April, exactly one year 
from the date of .Mr. Adams's first memorial, an anniversary 
otherwise memorable in the commencement of the American 
struggle, the delegates, having received their instructions, dl- 
rected, unanimously, the following record to be placed on their 
journals : - 

" Deliberated by resumption upon the address and the ulterior 
address made by Mr. Adams, the 4th of May, 1781, and the 9th 
of January of the current year, to the President of the Assembly 
of their High Mightinesses, to present to their High Mightinesses 
his letters of credence, in the name of the United States of 
North America, and by which ulterior address the said Air. 
Adams has demanded a categorical answer, to the end to be able 
to acquaint his constituents thereof; it has been thought fit and 
resolved that Mr. Adams shall be admitted and acknowledged 
ill quality of pnvoy of the United States of North America to 
their High Mightinesses, as he is admitted and acknowledged by 
tlnyresent ." 

Three days after the adoption of this resolution, Mr. Adanis 
was introduced to the Stadtholdcr; and the next clay; to the 



States General, as tlie accredited minister of the new nation, 
the United States of America; after which the Duke de la 
Vauguyon made a formal entertaii~ment for the ministers repre- 
senting the other European States, and Mr. Adams was there 
presented to each of them as a new and recognized member of 
the corps diplomatique a t  the Hague. 

1 
Such was the fortunate termination of this venturous under- 

taking. The struggle had been severe. It had begun under 
circumstances of extreme discouragement, and had been carried 
on with little aid from any external quarter. The capture of 
Mr. Lanrens, and the consequences of his failure to destroy his 
secret papers, in  involving the Dutch in the war, which had 
roused so strong a feeling of aversion to Mr. Adams and his 
errand as almost to endanger him a t  Amsterdam, had gradu- 
ally given way under a reaction which Great Britain had clone 
the most to bring on. His activity had formed the literary con- 
nections, through which alone an opening could be made for 
him, a stranger equally to the language and manners of the 
people, to reach their ears or their hearts. He had judged 
rightly, a t  the outset, that it was in their sympathy with a brave 
nation struggling for liberty, as their own ancestors had clone 
for forty long years against the oppressions of Spain, that the 
true road lay to success. The cooperation of France was but 
a formal aid, effective so far as  it went, but never based upon 
any other than strictly European views of policy. Indeed, it is 
among the most curious portions of this history that neaily 

I M 

coincident with the hour of his triumph came those dispatches 
from ah. Livingstoi~, already alluclecl to as instigatecl by France, 
which disapproved the course of action he had felt i t  his duty 
to adopt. 

Consideringall these things, with the steady opposition maii- 
ifested by the Stadtholder, and by all the English influence 
up to this period paramount in Holland, this may be just1 
regarded, not simply as  the third moral trial, but, what 
Adams himself always regarded it, as the greatest success of 
his life. If he appears to ]lave now and then boasted of i t  in 
his correspondence more than was quite seemly, a~ least it was 
not without some justification. He felt, what is probably true, 
that no one would be likely to understand or appreciate tlie 

k b o r s  and the anxieties he had gone through, the steadfastness 
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w i u i  which he had followed his object, alike unmindful of the 
objections of the cautious, the hesitation of the timid, the doubts 
of the lukewarm, and the stratagems of the ho-itile. I t  is this 
quality which marks Mr. Adams's career as a statesman through 
all its various phases with the stiiinp of greatness. In the arts 
of indirection, the mere management and manoeuvring of politics 
or diplomacy, he never had the smallest skill ; but in the faculty 
of combining means with judgment and energy so as to attain 
the public end lie had in view, down to the close of his public 
life, he showed himself :x master. And nowhere is this in:~de 
to appear more strikingly thau in his corrcspondencc with M. 
Dum:is mid others through whom he acted during the period 
now under consideration in Holland. After i t  was all over, he 
wrote to his wife a t  home, briefly contrSstinqtthe difficulties 
experienced in the only two countries in which America had 
as  yet been successful, in the following terms : - 

The embassy here has clone grei~t things. It has not merely 
tempted a natural rival, and an imbittered, iiiveterate, hereditary 
enemy to assist a little a+airiht Great Britain, but i t  lias torn 
from her bosom a constant, faithful friend and ally of a hundred 
years' duration. It has not only prevailed with a minister or an 
absolute court to fall in with tlie nation;tl prejudice, but without 
money, without friends, and in opposition to mean intrigue, it 
has curried its cause, by the still small voice of reason and per- 
suasion, triumphantly against, the uninterrupted opposition of 
family connections, court influence, and aristocraticril despoti.-'m.'' 

His lnbors were not intermitted by this event, -for he entered 
forthwith upon measures likely to render it of the inobt bervicc 
to America. This was the favorable moment for reburninghis 
conferences with bankers and capitalists, and he improved it. 
So long as the recognition of the United States had reinsiincd 
in doubt, even though the current of events had been removing 
more and more every prospect of the rc~stablisliint~nt of the 
authority of Great Britain, there was little heart among the 
moneyed men to undertake, or the people at large to sccond any 
pecuniary advances. But now that the States General had 
decided to give countenance to the new nation, Mr. Adums felt 
tlie difference, in the reception of offers from several of the most 
responsible houses in Holland to undertake a loan. It is need- 
less to  go into the details of the negotiations that followed. 
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The papers that relate to them are most of them given in the 
volumes of this work devoted to the official correspondence. It 
is enough here to say that through the activity of three houses, 
Messrs. Willink, Van Staphorat, and De la Lande & Fynje, a 
sum of five millions of guilders was obtained, a t  a moment 
when it was of essential hervice in maintaining the overstrained 
credit of the United States. 

Nor yet did this beneficial interposition of Holland stop with 
the first loan. "When America, a t  the close of seven years of 
war, was exhausted, and gasping for breath, the funds which she 
was enabled, for a time, to draw from this source were most 
opportune to keep her from sinking altogether. France, to 
whom alone she had been able to look for aid in the early 
stages of the co i~ t e s t~was  beginning to give signs of the distress 
which resulted so deplorably afterwards. From the date of the 
first ~wcesaful  loan until Sir. Aclams returned to America, in 
1788, he kept up his relations with the bankers of Amsterdam, 
and through them succeeded in procuring successive advances, 
which carried his country safely over the interval of disorder 
previous to the consoliclation of the federal government. This 
great step, once taken, soon rendered further assistance unneces- 
sary. The people began to gather up their resources, and to 
pour, alniost without an effort, into the coffers of the treasury 
sufficient sums to pay their Dutch friends an ample compensa- 
tion for the confidence they had been willing to extend in their 
hour of need. And in witnessing this process, no one enjoyed a 
more uiimingled satisfaction than Mr. Adams. To  him who 
had done so much to persuade the Dutchmen to trust the honor 
of his countrymen, the sense that these had redeemed all the 
pledges he ventured to give for them, was even more patifying 
to his pride than if he had been acquitting a personal obligation 
of his own. 

Neither did another great measure linger long unexecuted. 
On the very day that Mr. Adams was received by the States 
General, he presented a memorial, stating that he was autlior- 
ized by his government to propose a treaty of amity and com- 
merce between, the two republics, and soliciting the nomination 
of some person or persons on the part of the States with full 
powers to treat. That body acceded to the request a t  once, 
and appointed a committee before whom Mr. Adams laid a 
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project which he had prepared, in conformity with the instruc- 
tions he had received from congress. So slow, however, were 
the forms of transacting business under the system of that 
cautious people that, notwithstanding the trifling nature of the 
obstacles in the way of a perfect agreement, nearly five months 
elapsed before the negotiations were concluded, and nearly 
another month passed before the treaties were ready for execn- 
tion. At last, on the 7th of October, 1782, the last hand was 
put to the papers, and Mr. Adams had the satisfaction of send- 
i i i f lM Livingston for ratification the second alliance entered 
into by the United States as a sovereign power. The two 
events, of the recognition of tlie United States, and of the signa- 
ture of a treaty with them, were deemed of such interest that an 
artist in Holland thought them worthy of being commemorated 
by the execution of two medals, the designs upon which have 
been engraved, and will be found in the seventh and eighth 
volumes of the present work. 

Such is the history of the negotiation in Holland. A history 
which, whether we consider the difficulties to be vanquished, the 
means a t  his disposal, the energy and perseverance to be exerted 
or the prudence to be exercised to the attainment of the end, 
places Mr. Adams a t  once in the first class of diplomatists. 
The fact that it was executed on one of the lesser theatres of 
Europe, and was productive of only limited effects, does not 

. in any way detract from the merits of the execution. . Justly 
was it denominated by one who had spent his life in the diplo- 
matic service, a N q a n d  coup." And it deserved the more to be 
called so, because it was not struck by the modes often resorted 
to in courts. There were no arts or disguises, no flattery or 
fawning, no profligacy or corruption put in u?e to further the 
result. I t  was an honest victory of principle gained by skilfully 
enlisting in a just cause the eonfidcnee and sympathy of a 
nation. And it was won by a man who up to the fortieth 
year of his life had scarcely crossed the borders of tlie small 
province in America within which he was born, and who had 
had no opportunities to profit of those lessons on the radiant 
theatres of the world, which even the republican poet of Eng- 
land was willing to admit, in his time, to be 

" Best school of best experience, quickest insight 
In  all things that to greatest actions lead!' 
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Considering these circumstances, in connection with the fact 
that Air. Adams was placed a t  once in the face of many of the 
most experienced and adroit statesmen in Europe, who viewed 
all his proceedings with distrust, if not disapprobation, although 
this event, if measured by its consequences, may not claim in 
itself so important a place hi history as some others in which 
he took a decisive part, yet, as being the most exclusively the 
result of his own labors, i t  well merits to be ranked, in the way 
he ranked it, as the greatest triumph of his life. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE moral trial described in the last chapter, was not yet 
entirely passed. I t  had only changed its form. Some time 
prior to the completion of the labors there narrated, tlie calls 
upon Mr. Adams to repair to  another great scene of duty, open- 
ing a t  Paris, had become quite urgent. Not much disposed to 
be subject, without strong necessity, to a renewal of the rude 
and menacingtone which Count de Vergcnnes had not forborne 
again to nse on his last visit, Mr. Adams waited to be convinced 
that the causes were sufficient to require his presence before lie 
went. Nor was tlie necessity of putting the seal to the treaty, 
which he had succeeded in negotiating with the States of Hol- 
land, without its imperative force i n  favor of delay. He deemed 
i t  wise to make sure of i t  before he should leave the Hague. 
But, this great object once gained, he lost not a moment more. 
Tlic Fact had become by this time apparent that Great Britain 
was making some attempts a t  negotiation. Intimations had 
also been rcceived of the occurrence of differences of opinion 
a t  Paris, which his intervention would be required to decide. 
These events contributed to quicken his niovcmcnis, so that, 
on the 26th of October, 1782, he was again in the French 
capital. I n  order to comprehend the state of things he found 
there, i t  will be necessary to  go back a little, and explain the 
several steps which led to  the pacific a t' ion. 

Even before the decisive vote given in the House of Com- 
mons upon General Conway's motion, whir11 snapped the chain 
by which Lord ^North had been so long held to his sovereign, 
and before that sovereign had been compelled to subject his 
recaleitrating will to the necessity of receiving tlie TVliigs once 
more into his counsels, emissaries had been sent to the con- 
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tinent, directed to  discover where the Americans were who 
were ~~nderstood to have powers to treat, and what was the pre- 
cise extent of their authority. They succeeded in their object 
so far, that on the 11th of March, the day after Lord North had 
given to the k inghis  final decision to resign, but before any 
successor had been designated, a private individual, by the 
name of Digges, who had been in more or less communication 
with tin' American ministers througl~ont the war, was di>patchcd 
with a message and a letter from David Hartley to Mr. Adams, 
announeingtl~at  a bill was about to be enacted in parliament 
to enable the crown to conclude a peace or truce with America, 
and desiring to know whether the four commissioners under- 
stood to have been appointed by her were empowered to con- 
clude as well as to treat, and whether jointly or severally. This 
agent was sent by Lord North, but with the privity of General 
Con\\-ay, Lord Shelburne, and the leaders of the opposition. 
IIi3 real object seems to have been to sonud Ah". Aclams as to 
the possibility of a separate negotiation for a truce. The repug- 
nance to admitting, in any way, the intervention of France, was 
yet all powerful in the mind of the sovereign, and it existed 
more or less strongly amongal l  British statesmen, of whatever 
party.l Nor was the hope abandoned that the nation might 
yet be saved the mortification of a direct acknowledgrnent of 
Â¥th independence of the United States. Indeed, visions still 
flitted across the brain of royalty of the possibility, even a t  
this stage, of succeeding in severing the alliance between them 
and France, and continuing the war with effect upon one or the 
other division, as the case might be. 

There is reason to infer that all these things combined to 
originate the experiment upon Mr. Adams, whose dissatisfaction 
with Count de Vergennes, not entirely unknown in Holland, 
might have reached the ears of the king. Mr. Adams, appar- 
eiitly quite aware of the delicacy of his position, in agreeing to 
a conference proposed by Air. Digges, a t  Amsterdam, on the 
20th of March, attached the condition that it should not be con- 
ducted without a witne>s, and that he should be a t  liberty to 
communicate all that might pass to Dr. Franklin and the Count 

1 Even Mr. Fox seems to have cherished the idea, at  this time. of [letaching 
America from France. Memorials of C. J. Fox, edited by Lord John Kusscll, 
vol. i. p. 341. 



cle Vergennes; a wise precaution, which proved not without 
effect in dispelling from the mind of the latter the suspicious of 
British tendencies which G4rard hud first implanted and wliich 
subsequent content,ions had nourished.1 Thc effect of the con- 
dition was partially to close the month of Digges, who wus 
probably churged with communications to Mr. Adun~s, of the 
nature of which Mr. Hartley himself had not been made aware, 
and to deter him altogether from prosecuting the journey to see 
Dr. Franklin, which Hartley had arranged for him. Instead of 
this, Digges took Mr. Adams's advice and hastily retraced his 
steps to London. In  point of fact, his mission had already 
failed. Upon his return home he wrote to Ai r .  Aclams, exprcss- 
ingliis own doubts of the sincerity of the whole movement, not 
only on the part of Lord North, but likewise of the incoming 
ministry. '< I could wish," he said, I had i t  more i n  my power 
than I now have to say I had clearly discovered the intent,ions 
of the new set, a t  least those I have conversed with, to wit, Lord 
Shelburne, Lord Camden, General Con-way, and Lord Kcppel, to 
be that of going to peace with America on the avowed basis 
of independence. Every voice pronounces i t  to be their illten- 
t,ion, but I like a little more open declaration for so doing. 
Time will show what is meant, but, I own, appearances do not 
please me." 

Other overtures came through Lord Shelburne to Mr. Adams, 
but he was yet too increcl~~lous of any good faith to be disposed 
to put confidence in them. He therefore contented himself 
with apprising the French court of the facts, through Dr. Frank- 
lin, and resumed his labors in Holland, just then culminating to 
the wished for point. In truth, the public mind in England was 
teeming with visions of the possibility of yet succecding in a 
disruption of the formidable combinations against her, of draw- 
ing off Holland or Spain, of buying up a reconciliation with 1 

America, and even of a separate pacification with France. An 
attempt to effect this last scheme, coeval with the mission of 
Digges, was made through an emissary, used morc or less 

1 The motive assi~ned by Count de Vergenncs for Diges's mission is sin- 
gular. l ie called i? a hope flint "Mr. John Ailains7s connection w'ih .wine 
independent members might facilitate au arco~~~i~~oiliitioii." A t  least tin's was 
the version of his dispatch furnished verbally to Mr. Livingston by AL de la 
Luzerne. 
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throughout the war, by the name of Forth,1 who visit,ed Count 
cle Yergennes as from Lord North, and without the privity of 
the Whigs. The substance of his conference is given in a dis- 
patch, dated two days later, from De Vergennbs to the French 
envoy a t  Madrid, Count de Montmorin. But in that he, singu- 
larly enough, omits to mention one important offer made to 
him, the knowledge of which has been gained from elsewhere. 
The same omission occurs in the communication of the overture 
made by his order to congress. This "was the restoration of 
Canada, as the price of a separate peace. To the Count it 
raised no temptation, for his line of policy had always been 
the retention of Canada just where it was, as a check on the 
new American nation. Neither is i t  a t  all probable that he 
regarded i t  as  made in good faith. The mission was symbolical 
of the distracted councils in which it originated, and of nothing 
else. For if the nature of these contemporaneous overtures, 
through Digges and Forth, be analyzed in connection with the 
fact that during the same time Lord Shelburiie alone had been 
consulted by the king, whilst the Rockingham Whigs were 
studiously kept out of his confidence, the inference is irresistible 
that none of them were more than clumsy traps, without a 
foundation worthy a moment's tmst. 

Neither does it appear that the uncertainty of purpose, which 
is visible before the induct,ion of the Whigs into office, entirely 
ceased even quite down to the moment of pacification. What- 
ever may be thought of Lord Shelburne's g o o d  will a t  last to 
cany through a policy of conciliation with the United States as  
an independent nation, there is great reason to question it at the 
outset,. In the administration formed under the Marqnis of Rock- 

1 A history of the various secret agencies, instituted by tlie Britisli govern- 
ment on the continent during tlie struggle, would make a curious chapter. To 
them it is doubtless fair to attribute the efforts made through anonymous letters 
to tempt the American ministers, as well as  to embroil tliem with each other. 
Several remarkable specimens of this kind remain among Mr. Adams's papers. 
Forth Lad been secretary to Lord Stonnont in France before the war. and had 
given early warniua; of the events which led to it. Dr. Bancroft seems to liave 
been a source of information, doubtless on account of his intimacy with Dr. 
Franklin, but  whether paid or not is left doubtful. Paul  W.entwortli was a good 
deal in IIolland during tlie period of Air. Adams's negotiations there. T h e  
precise time when Silas Deane solil his services, is not quite made out. All 
these persons, as well as two or  three others, are mentioned as channels of 
intelligence in tlie correspondence of the King with Lord North. The allusion 
to Deane, on the 8th of AIarcli, 1781, is obscure. 
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ingham, in which the king was finally compelled to acquiesce, 
tlie department of foreign affairs had been assigned to Charles 
Fox, whilst that of tlie colonies fell to Lord Shelb~~nie.  A 
difficulty immediately occurred, on account of the anomalous 
coi~clitio~~ of America. In tlie Et~gl i s l~  view, the U~iitc,cl States 
were still dependent and separate colonies, and therefore under 
the supervision of Slielbunie. In point of fact, their iiiclopcn- 
dence and their union as  one nation were admitted, and lliere- 
fore all dealings with them more properly belonged to Fox. 
This emban'ass~nc~t  was much aggravated by the jealousy 
already exihting from other causes between the two chiefs. 
Neither was it in any way relieved by the accidental circum- 
stances through which the negotiation look its rise. A private 
letter, acklres~ed by Dr. Franklin to Lord Shelbnrne upon the 
change of administration, expressive of a hope tliat peace might 
grow ont of it, was made by Shelburnc an excuse for sending, 
without tlie knowledge of tlie cabinet, Mr. Richiird Oswald, a 
gentleman described by him as " a pacifical man, conversant in 
those negotiations which are niod interesting to m:~nkiiicl," to 
Paris, informally to inquire ~ ipon  what terms a peace with 
America could be initiated. The notion of a separate peace 
was yet the predominating one. Neither was i t  dispelled until 
Dr. Franklin assured his visitor that a conference with Count 
de Vergcnnes was indispensable to any fnrthcr proceedings. 
Mr. Oswald iiccordingly conferred with tlie Frenc-hr minister, as  
well as lie could without knowing the French language, and 
offered to become the medium of conveying to his employer 
propositions for a general negotiation. 

I t  cannot be pretended tliat tins last proceeclingn~as not an 
encroachment upon the province of Mr. Fox and the action of 
tlie cabinet. .Mr. Oswald is reported, by Count cle Vergccnncs, 
to have proposed a scheme of  true^, upon the old ground of 
uti possitlctis, not unlike that suggested by Spain two years 
before, a t  this time when the Rockinglliain party was noto- 
rionsly disposed to adopt a. more liberal policy of conccssioi1.1 

1 This proposition,intended for the American-, was made to Count du Vcr- 
gtwnrq, in order lo enlist his authority with tln'm to Â¥-reur its adoption. N o  
wonder that the Count's fine tact uiarvelled at  the "absurdity'" of Sl~ull~urne'a 
agi'nt. 

JVluch of the secret history of these events is now furnished to the world from 
the three sources. The  above fact is given in the dispatch of Count cle Vcrgennes 
to Count de Montmoriu, in Spain, April 18, 1782. Flassan, tom. vii. p. 331. 
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But Dr. Franklin, wholly unconscious of all these entanglements 
- in the British cabinet, sent .Mr. Oswald home with a kind letter 

to Lord Sliclburne, expressive of a hope that lie would soon 
return so amiable a gentleman, armed with powers to treat. The 
hint, falling in with Shelburne's own desire to control the nego- 
tiation, was eagerly taken, and Oswald was sent bade with a 
promise of sucli powers. Oswald appears to have communi- 
cated to Franklin that part of the record of the cabinet council 
held on the 27th of April, which settled the terms of a general 
pacification, but, perhaps from a wish not to expose domestic 
troubles to the eye of sa shrewd an observer, he omitted the 
significant conclusion which Air. F o s  had succeeded in attach- 
ing to it.l By that conclusion, Fox had drawn the negotiation 
with France back into his own hands. Distrustful of Sliel- 
burne's agent, he had appointed Mr. Thomas Grenville to confer 
with Count dc Vergennes. This omission, significant of the 
dissensions a t  home, was supplied by Oswald's announcement 
of the fact of that appointment, verba~lly, as he i vas  ordered, 
towards the close of the conversation. Thus i t  appears that, 
a t  the very outset of this important proceeding, each of the 
two rival interests then in the British administration was carry- 
ing on a part of the same general dnty, without harmony or 
even a desire to eoijperate with the other. The effect of this 
was not long in making itself felt. 

The prudence and statesmanship of Prince Kauuitz had 
more than once, during this war, proved unavailing to restrain 
some ejaculations a t  the diplomacy of his excellent English 
friends. Frederick the Second, of Prussia, had no opinion of 
i t  habitually. But  nowhere is the justice of this verdict more 
palpable than i n  the opening details of these rnoincntous nego- 
tiations. When Sir. Grenville, a person not without abilities, 
b& a novice in such matters, not yet twenty-seven years of 
age, found his way over to Paris, and opened his business to 
one of the most expert veterans in Europe, the first inquiry 
addressed to him was upon the extent of his powers; for France 
could not treat excepting in conjunction with her allies. But  
no such question had been provided for or thought of in Lon- 

1 Compare t l i ~  mimites of council as given by Franklin, from Oswald's read- 
ins;, with the official copy. Sparks's l''ruiikltn, vol. is. p. 266. Russell's Memo- 
rials of Fox, vol. i. p. 345. 
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don. Mr. Grenville7s commission empowered him to deal on13 
with France. Yet thong11 the Count a t  once pronounced this a 
barrier to his treating, he offered to listen, and the embarrassed 
Grenville was fain to put up even with this mode of securing an  
opening for the great offer wit11 which he considered himself 
charged. In the mind of an Englishman, nothing could be 
greater than the surrender of the point of American Indcpend- 
ence; so that, when once uttered, the young man seemed to 
take i t  for grant,ed that every thing would be settled, and peace 
ensue as a matter of course. His consternation may be imag- 
ined, when the adroit old minister assured him that American 
independence was but an incidental object of the war, and that 
many other concessions might be required of Great Britain bc- 
fore peace could be attained. These views the Count repeated 
t,he next day upon a renewal of the conference, a t  which he took 
the precaution of obtaining the presence of the Spanish minister, 
Count d7Aranda, in order to confirm and extend the impression 
he wished to make upon his youthful antagonist. 

Greatly discouraged by this imposing exhibition of the tem- 
per of France, Grenville wrote home for further instructions and 
for an extension of his comn~ission, if i t  was thought best to 
proceed. From the minutes of the cabinet council held on his 
application, it seems that a full authority to t,reat with all the 
belligerent powers" was ordered to be sent to Mr. Grenville, 
thongh the basis of negotiation was not changed. Yet by some 
singular inattention on the part of the foreign office, the new 
coininission came, bearing substantially the same restriction as 
before. Under such circumstances, i t  can be no cause of sw- 
prise that the wary French minister should infer that the whole 
proceeding lacked good faith. On the other hand, Dr. Franklin 
had his reasons for a similar conclusion, growing out of a still 
more extraordinary concurrence of accidents, not easy, from his 
point of view, to account for in any other way. They were 
these. At the time of Mr. Oswald7s departure from Paris, after 
his visit of inquiry, Dr. Franklin had seized the opportunity 
to commit to his care a paper, designed for the eye of Lord 
Shelburne alone, which contained some reasons why a cession 
of Canada to the United States should be made an intcpal 
part of any basis that might be proposed of reconciliation be- 
tween the two countries. I t  is most remarkable that the Doctor, 
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at the same time, imposed upon him a strong injunction of 
secrecy on this point, particularly as i t  respected the French 
ministry, which did not favor the idea. The bearing of this 
material fact will be made visible at a later period of the nego- 
tiation. Mr. Oswald, who seems throughout to have displayed 
the qualities rather of good sense, and a conciliatory tem- 
per, than of a trained statesman or advocate, manifested no 
aversion to the proposal, and cheerfully consented to become the 
bearer of it to Lord Shelburne. That minister, not over inclined 
to favor the idea, yet unwilling to put any unnecessary obstacle 
in the way of negotiation, preferred to wave the consideration 
of the subject until things should arrive a t  a later stage, and he 
so instructed Mr. Oswald upon his return to Paris. I t  did so 
happen, however, that in the course of a conversation with Mr. 
Grenville, Oswald, forgetting the injunction of secrecy, casually 
bet'rayed the fact that such a proposition had been received and 
considered by his principal. The effect of this disclosure upon 
Grenville was decisive. Attaching a much worse construction 
to it than the thing really merited, and yet not an unreasonable 
one under the peculiar circumstances, this gentleinau instantly 
wrote to Mr. Fox, communicating his discovery, and request- 
ing to be forthwith relieved from the painful position of appear- 
i n g t o  conduct a negot,iat,io actually managed by other hands. 
His desire, he said, was the more positive from the perception 
of a marked change in the manner of Dr. Franklin towards him 
ever since Mr. Oswald's return. Instead of opening himself 
unreservedly, as he had promised, not a word more could be 
gained from him on the topics of the proposed- negotiation. 
This change, however surprising to Grenville, was to be ac- 
counted for naturally enough. Dr. Franklin, looking only from 
the outside, saw a duplicate mission, the reasons for which he 
could only in part conjecture, but the effect he perceived was 
to create confusion, and put off action. It is not, then, to 
be wondered at,, that he slioulc!. suspect i t  was all a cont,rivance 
for delay. Count de Vergennes, as has been already shown, 
was much in the same state of mind. It was, therefore, no 
more than the exercise of proper caution in Franklin, to decline 
further confidential conversation until he should be able de- 
finitely to understand what were the true intentions of Great 
Britain. 

VOL. I. 3 1 
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The life of Charles James Fox was one long game of chance, 
only the scone of which was changed, from A1inack7s and 
Brooke-'~, with a. pack of cards, whenever in opposition; to the 
cabinet of the sovereign, with public principles, when put into 
the administration. It was a game, too, in which the luck was 
almost always :ig~;iiiist him. This time he had only come in to 
be tortured with jr:~lousies and suspicions of his colleague, Lord 
Shclburne, who seemed to have the car of tlie king, which was 
closed to him. hi this strte of mind, the intcllig~i~ce conveyed 
by Grenville from Paris, came to him like confirmation strong 
of the duplicity to which he imputed the obvious differriice 
in tlie royal favor. One thing was certain, that Oswald had 
been sent a t  first without consultation with the cabinet, to  
which not a whisper of such a proposal as the cession of Canada 
had ever been made. To remain a mere pageant, without 
power in the government, was out of the question. So the 
Rockingharn pnrty, to which Mr. Fox belonged, after con-'ul- 
tation, made np their minds to avail tliemsel~es of the earliest 
excuse for retiring. One shade of diflercnee between tlie fae- 
tions related to the mode of initiating the negotiations with 
America. Whilst Fox advocated the more manly way of eom- 
mencing with a recognition of her independence, Shelburne had 
wished to make i t  a conclitioY~ to clisifi'er with in the peace 
negotiation. The question was brought up in the cabinet for 
a decision. The Roekingham Whigs were outvoted, which 
Mr. Fox construed as furnishing the desired opportunity; :md 
accordingly their withdrawal was announced. 

But before this design could be executed, a new event brought 
on a crisis of a dillerent kind, which put another face upon 
affairs. It was the death of the chief of the \Vhigs, the Marquis 
of Rockiiigham, the very day after the cabinet meeting. The 
question now was, who should succeed him in that position, 
not less than who should become prime minister. The two 
situations had been united in Lord Roekingham. But Lord 
Slielburne, who now advanced very reasonable claims to tlie 
lead in the cabinet, claims bat-kecl by tlie preference of the king 
himself, stood no chance wliatcver of attaining the other place. 
The major part of the Whigs, under tlie influence of Fox, set- 
ting aside the pretensions of the Dnlie of Richmond, determined 
that, unless the Duke of Portland, whom they had made their 
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chief, was likewise placed a t  the head of the ministry, they 
would not consent even to form a part of the same cabinet with 
Shelbume. The consequence of these selfish and factious 
counsels was dissension, :ind an ultimate disruption of the 
party. The king, biased, perhaps, by the action a t  the last 
cabinet meeting, selected Shelburne, aud the Duke of Rich- 
mond, with four other Whigs, decided to ret,ain office, whilst 
Fox and the remainder chose to resign. I t  was the impulse 
of wounded pride in the latter, a motive which will never be 
found to sustain the action of a public man, especially a t  a 
critical moment in the affairs of his country. This was a 
primary cause of all the later errors of Sir. Fox, errors which 
must forever forfeit for him a place amougBritain's best or 
purest statesmen. 

The immediate effect of this revolution in the cabinet upon 
the state of t,hings a t  Paris was the recall of Mr. Fox's minister, 
Greuville, who was only too glad to get away, but no material 
change in the double form of the negotiations. Mr. Oswald 
obtained his commission to treat with America, which had up 
to tliis monlent been represented solely by Dr. Franklin. But  
Mr. Jay, having failed in animating Spain with a single gen- 
erous or downright sentiment, now joined him as a colleague. 
In the room of Greuville, Thomas Towiisbend, the new foreign 
secretary, dispatched Air. Alleyue Fitzherbert as the miuister tp 
treat with France. Besides these avowed agents, another gen- 
tleman, Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, repaired to  Paris, with no 
ostensible commission, but, in  fact, charged by Lord Shelbiirne 
to give him confidential information respecting the character of 
the American commissioners,and the easiest terms with which 
they would be likely to be satisfied. 

The position occupied by Mr. Jay in the public affairs of the 
United States, down to the clay of his election to the mission to  
Spain, has been already explained. It may be recollected that 
that election was regarded as a triumph by the French minister, 
bent upon defeating Arthur Lee, and counteracting the influence 
of the Eastern, or, as he called them, the British part,y. In  the 
conflict, which raged so long in congress upon the instroc- 
tions to be given to the negotiator for peace, Mr. Jay  had been 
ranged among those who favored every modification of the 
ultimata that had been pressed by France, and tliis to such an 



extent as  to bring upon him the most determined resistance on 
the part of the New England States, as  one ready to abandon 
their darling interest,, the fisheries, in case he should be made the 
pacificator. But, as not infrequently happens in popular p v -  
ernments, the parties, in the vehemence of their struggles for 
a policy, forgot to measure the character of the man expected 
to execute it. They are apt to regard him merely as an indcx 
of the party that supports him. Such indeed, in common times, 
he too often proves. But  t,hese were not common times, and 
John Jay was no common man. Throughout the contest, his 
sympathies had never been with New England. The moclera- 
tion and repose of his charact,er had little in unison with t 
more stubborn and vehement temper that had carried on t,li 'h 
struggle in the East. And so loug as lie was subjected to the 
collisions of opinion incident to public assemblies, lie had 
almost instinctively ranged himself on the calmer and more 
conservative side. But this was very far from making him 
what the power which had contributed to bring him on the 
scene in Europe had expected. Jnbilaiit a t  what he regarded 
his victory, M. Gurard, about to return to France, and willing 
perhaps to make an opportunity for intimacy with the new 
envoy, offered him a passage in the frigate which was to eon- 
vey himself. The two accordingly embarked together. W h a t  
happened on the voyage has not been fully explained. Mr. 
Jay has left enough to justify an inference that some thin^ or 

0 
other then opened a novel train of ideas in his mind. Sus- 
picions of the policy of France took their date from this period 
with him, which further observation, after he readied his des- 
tination, only tended more and more to confirm. Neither was 
i t  simply the failure of his wearisome solicitations to Spain for 
aid, always promised but never given, which weighed so mnch 
with him, as the conviction that the cotiperation of France was 
not l~eart~y. The olijects of the lat,ter power, at  Mildrid, were 
different,, and the necessit,y of humoring her capricious ally, to 
gain them, overbore all other considerations. They might, in 
the end, lead even to her acquiescing in a sacrifice of favorite 
American claims in order to pacify her. Hence, when MY. Jay 
found that he made no progress, i t  was a positive relief to him 
to receive a letter from Dr. Franklin, saying that the time had - - 
come for him t,o exchange his humiliating posit,ion as  a rejected 

I 
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mendicant at Madrid, for tlie more honorable task of negotiat- 
ing a peace with Great Britain at Paris. 

But if the experience of Mr. Jay, in his first mission, was not 
altogether agreeable, it was not without its compensations in 
better fitting him for his share of the task "which now devolved 
upon him. He had at least been warned that Spain, so far 
from being disposed to yield tile free navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, was pushing her claims to a boundary 011 the west of the 
United States, wliich woulcl exclude them altogether from that 
river, and that France had expressed 110 aversion to the proceecl- 
iug. With this clue he came to meet Count de Vergennes face 
to face. The first thing that fixed his attention, was the solici- 
tude of that minister to have him begin with Count d'Aranda, 
the Spanish minister a t  Paris, the negotiation which he had in 
vain tried to conduct at the court he had just left. The next 
was the anxiety manifested by the confidential secretary of the 
foreign office, de Rayneval, that he should listen to the proposed 
sacrifice in regard to the boundary, which went to the extent 
of submitting to his consideration a memoir affirming the 
reasonableness of the Spanish claim. All this was to be ar- 
ranged, too, previously to a recognition by Spain of the iii- 
dependence of America. Mr. Jay's cautious nature took the 
alarm. He began to suspect more than was actually intended. 
For the motives of France are now tolerably apparent. Fore- 
seeingtthe greatest obstacles to a pacification from the intract- 
able imbecility of Spain, Count de Vergennes, without wishing 
to do positive injury to America, was not the less disposed to 
keep within reach as  many means of satisfying it as possible. 
Among them this cession of boundary was one ; but the resolute 
refusal of Mr. Jay  to treat withont a prior acknowledgment of 
his position, put all possibility of resort to it, for the time, out 
of the question. 

Ill the mean while the British government had gone on very 
slowly. Misled by the representations of unauthorized persons 
who had affirmed Dr. Franklin to be disposed to proceed with- 
out a recognition of American independence, or cherishing a 
hope that they might make something out of the concession, as  
an item in the negotiation, they yet showed a hesitation well 
calculated to keep alive the distrust of all the parties watching 
their movements a t  Paris. So  late as the 25th of July, the 

31 * 



king's order to the attorney-general, to prepare a commission for 
1 1 Mr. Oswald, specified only an authority to treat with " corninis- 

sioners of the thirteen colonies, or any person or persons what- 
soever," and not with any sovereign state. And this authority 

issued under the supervision of the Home, apd not the 
Forcign Department. The phraseology wils material, if there 
was no certainty of good faith behind i t ;  mid neither George 
the Third nor Shelbnrne bore an unequivocal reputation in tlint 
regard. Under these circumstances a copy of this commission 

submitted by Mr. Oswald to Dr. Franklin and .Mr. J:iy, who, 
11 their turn, laid it before Count dc Vergennes, for his siclvice. 

minister, anxious to  advance the negotiations, and regard- 
ing the precise form of treating as of small consequence, pro- 
videcl Great Britain would consent to  treat a t  all, gave an 
opinion that it was sufficient, and this opinion Dr. Franklin 
cautiously seconded. The argument to sustain it was, that it - 
was not to be expected that the effect, independence, should be 
made to precede its cause, the treaty itself. But in maintaining 
this, the existence of the treaty with France, and her own ex- 
cuse niacle to Great Britain for negotiating it, ~ v l ~ i c h  ~ v a s  that 
the independence of the United States was already established 
beyond quebtion, were overlooked by Count de Vergennes. Mr. 
Jay, not convinced by the reasoning, having his experience of 
tlie joint Spanish and French representations fresh upon him, 
and deeply impressed with the responsibility of his position, 
was unwilling to commit himself to the sanction of a negotia- 
tion with so ambiguous a commencement. He declined to pro- 
ceed. 

But in order to acquit himself of his responsibility for this 
course, lie determined on two measures ; the one, a strong ap- 
peal to Mr. Oswald to exert himself with his government to  
procure a recognition of the United States; the other, the 
preparation of an elaborate paper, addressed to Count de 
Vergennes, giving reasons for thus abruptly closing Hie way 
to  negotiation. Dr. Franklin, on his side, 110~~ ever, viewed 
these movements with more or less dissatisfaction, as too dis- 
trustful of the French, and too captious with the  English. No- 
body was left in Europe with power to settle this difference but 
Mr. Adams, and he was yet a t  the Hague, so deeply engage 
ill his special duties as to be unwilling to leave them for wh 
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seemed, a t  best, a very uncertain overture. Letters had already 
passed between him and Mr. Jay, in which he had expressed 
his sentiments decisively. Whilst he had entirely accorded with 
that gentleman in refusing to accept the language of Oswald's 
commission, he suggested a modification by which the difficulty 
might be removec1.l As it stood, the king assumed that he 
"was to treat only with colonies or individuals. But if, instead 
of this, the commission should confer authority to treat with 
the ministers of 'L the United States of America," that would be 
acknowledgment enongli for him to begin with. The same 
sentiment had been expressed by him in a letter written to 
Dr. Franklin on the 2d of May preceding.2 Mr. Jay ultimately 
adopted this idea. I t  was then submitted to Air. Oswald, who 
clieerfully welcomed it, and sent it, together with a copy of Mr. 
Jay's argument, furnished to him for the purpose, by a courier 
to London, for the decision of his government. 

In the mean while, Benjamin Vangliaii, Lord Shelbnrne's 
Secret agent, hacl been improving his time in sou~~cling the dis- 
position of Franklin and of Jay, and in communicating the 
result of his observations to his anxious principal. With the 
former, as an old acquaintance not entirely llll~pprised of his 
relations with the minister, he labored assiduously in smoothing 
down what seemed obstacles in the way of reconciliation, whilst 
he so far won the confidence of Jay as to obtain from him, to 
his great joy, a special commission to wait upon Lord Shel- 
burne in person, and urge him to acquiesce in making the con- 
cession demanded. This was on the 9th of September. Mr. Jay, 
however, in soliciting this, does not seem to have known that 
Shelburne had sent Vaughan to Paris, nor that a letter had 
already gone from Vaughan by Oswald's courier, earnestly ex- 
horting Shelburnc to grant what hacl been asked. 

One reason given for this urgency by Mr. Vaughan is too 
remarkable to be omitted in this biography. He had found the 
two commissioners so well dispos.ed, that he considered it safer 
to hurry the negotiations whilst they were here alone, illan to 
await the arrival of Mr. Adams and Mr. Lanrens, from whose 
ill-will he apprehended much embarrassment. The clay before 
the departure of Mr. Vaughan, a secret and confidential dis- 

Letter to J. Jay, 10 August, 1782, vol. vii. p. 606. 
Val. vii. p. 580. 
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patch of &rbj de Marbois, secretary of the French legation, 
\vho had been sent out to the United States with the Che- 
valier cle la Luzerne, to Count de Vergcnnes, which had been 
intercepted by the British, was put into Mr. Jay's bauds. I t  

1 revealed something of the general course of the French policy, 
such as i t  had been ever since AT. Gerard had initiated i t  
a t  Philadelphia, marldugout  the Eastern States, and Samuel 
Adains, in particular, as  unreasonable in their pretensions for 
the fisheries, and leaning strongly to the members of the more 
7 

southern States, as in harmony with France. The object of 
this clisclosure on the part of England was to make Air. Jay 
willingto surrender h i s  objection to immediate negotiation on 
the terms of Oswald's commission. Its effect was directly the 
reverse of this, for Mr. Jay made i t  tlie basis of the strongest 
representations, communic,ated through Air. Vauo-hail to Lord 

? 
Shelbnriie, to secure the modification which was required. It  
was this last view, reinforced by the written representations 
made before, and the verbal communication held after A i r  
Vauglian's arrival in England, which probably turned the scale 
in favor of the concession. 

Mr. Vaughan left Paris on the 11th of September. By liis 
own account i t  appears that the cabinet decision was made 
whilst he was in London.1 Four days before his departure, 

1 The contrary is affirmed by Mr. Sparks. Dipl. Cow. of the Revolution, 
vol. viii. p. 21 1. On the other hand, Dr. Gordon says that Mr. Vaughan wrote 
in advance to Lord Slielbume a request that he should enter into no business 
with De Rayneval, till he had first seen him. History, vol. iv. p. 337. Mr. .Tay 
likewise affirms that a letter to that effect was written by Yauglian at liis itt- 
stance. Dip!. Con: vol. viii. p. 165. This fact is not, however, mentioned in 
the papers of Sir. Vaughan, from which the statement in the text is made. H e  
only says that "while he zoas in London, the business of AI. Rayneval and tlie 
amendment to the comn~ission under the great seal to Mr. Oswald took place." 
The decision of the cabinet was not made before the 14th or Liter than tlie 20th 
September, as appears from Secretary Townslienrl's letter to -Mr. Oswald of the 
last date, anno i inc in~ t .  Mr. Yaughan was i n  London during that period. The 
ainc~mlecl comn~ission is dated the 21st. Tliere appears to be very little ground 
for the inference (h-awu by Mr. Sparks that De Rayneval's representation:, hail 
an effect in ]>rinsing about the change. The question scarcely clel~eniled on 
his :tp;ency either way. 

It is in no disposition to detract from the valuable services rendered to the 
revolutionary history by Mr. Sparks, that a doubt may be permitted whether 
a national publication, like the lLIliplomatic Correspondence," is the right 
medium throiiÂ£;l winch to disseminate arguments and inferences to sustain any 
peculiar views of the action of these times. Of Llie two extremes, the course 
adoptc-il by Sir. Force, in the "American Archives," of literally adhering even 
to obvious errors, seems the safest and {lie most satisfactory. 
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another secret agent had been dispatched from the French capi- 
tal, under a11 assumed name, on an errand of still greater impor- 
tance. This was no less a person than GA-ard de Rayneval, a 
premier commis in the department of Count de Vergennes, a 
brother of M. Gerard, who had been in the same department, 
and had conducted the earlier negotiations with the United 
States, and, like him, possessed of the principles with a great 
share of the confidence of his chief. Of this mission, not a 
hint had been given by the Count either to Dr. Franklin or to 
Mr. Jay. The latter learned it from other persons the very day 
before Marbois' intercepted letter came into his hands. The 
suspicions, that the two events coming so near together gener- 
ated in his breast, of a design in the Count to defeat his 
purpose, and to persuade the British to adhere to their first com- 
mission, were natural, bnt they were not well founded. The 
construction gave much more importance to the objection, in 
the French view of it, t11a11 it really had. But the purpose of De 
Rayneval's mission was not less important for all that. The 
whole truth has never yet been disclosed concerning it, nor is it 
certain that i t  ever will be. De Rayneval, under his fictitious 
name, called privately upon Lord Shelburne, who seems, for a 
time, to have kept the information of the visit secret from all 
his colleagues. There are reasons to suppose that some irregu- 
lar interference had occurred with the ministerial policy, which 
had so far confirmed the French court in its suspicions of duplic- 
ity in Lord Shelburne as to justify a demand of a direct expla- 
nation. 

These suspicions had grown out of the reception, through 
the hands of the liberated Count de Grasse, of a mysterious 
note, containing certain propositions, purporting to come from 
Lord Shelburne. The nature of this message, which has never 
been disclosed, seems to have excited 110 less surprise than 
the channel through which i t  was received. I t  was the busi- 
ness of De Rayneval to ascertain- what i t  meant, and whether 
Lord Shelburne had really authorized it. In case of disavowal, 
his instructions were to return forthwith. But before leaving, 
he was at  liberty to make an openingfor such further communi- 
cations as the minister might be disposed to make, touching his 
views of the proposed negotiations. Accordingly, after the dis- 
avowal, a general examination ensued of the points which should 

x 
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serve as a basis for a treaty, so far as France was concerned. 
Beyond these, when pressed to answer, he declared liimsclf 
without authority to speak. For example, when Shelbume 
expressed a hope that France would not sustain the Amer- 
ican claim to the fisheries, Rayneval replied that "he might 
venture to say, the king would never support unjust demands; 
that he was not able to judge whether those of the Americans 
were of that kind or not; and that, besides, he was without 
authority in this respect." And afterwards, when Shelbnrne 
alluded, in the same way, to the American claims of boun- 
daries, Rayneval fell back into the same guarded strain. 

The natural inference of an acute statesman from the tone 
taken by Rayneval could scarcely be other than that persever- 
ance against the American demands would not be objected to 
by France; an inference, the justice of which receives g c a t  
confirmation from the fact, now well known, that Rayneval had 
already officially done what he conld to persuade Mr. Jay to 
give way to  Spain on one point, the southern boundary, and 
that he afterwards equally urged concession to  Great Britain 
in the matter of the fisheries and the northern boundary. These 
were the two points in the American negotiat,ion, the fisheries 
and the boundaries, in which France took pains to declare 
that she had no interest; the very same points, i t  should be 
recollectrd, which M. Gurard had labored so hard to  expunge 
as ultimata from the original instructions given to Air. Adams ; 
and to which M. Marbois, in his intercepted letter, had alluded ' 1 as unreasonably insisted t~pon in Aincrica. It  may fairly be 
presumed, then, that one of the purposes of De Rayneval's 
visit was to give the British incidentally to  understand how 
France felt about them, without committing herself by any 
overt act. But with regard to  the question upon which Mr. 
Jay  had fixed his suspicions, it involved an object which hud 
been from the first directly interesting to  franc^. De Rayne- 
val was not tied 1113 so cautiously here, and he therefore urged 
upon the prime minister a concession in this respect to the 
clemands of the Americans. There is no evidence to show 
that his action, in this point, had any effect, independent of 
the representations which were pressing upon Lord Shelburne 
from Mr. Vaughan, Mr. Oswald, and Mr. Jay. What  he gained 
by his expedition, was the answer he was instructed to ob- 
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tain, disavowing the message through De Grasse, and a more 
perfect apprehension of those points which might constitute 
the serious obstacles to a pacification. Among these, neither 
the American claim to the fisheries nor to the boundaries was 
to be ranked, so far, a t  least, as  France had any hand in 
the negotiation. They were yet held in abeyance, waiting for 
the period when i t  might be necessary to deal with Spain as  
well as with England. In accordance with this understand- 
ing, a note was made of the English proposals, which received 
the sanction of the cabinet, and was then carried, by M. cle 
Rayncval, back to Paris. 

From this statement of facts, i t  appears that although Air .  
Jay was in error in suspecting Rayneval to be charged with a 
conin~ission to thwart him in his demand of the recognition of 
American independence, a result which had been a principal 
object of tne war on the part of France, and which fell in 
with her general European policy, he was not so much mistaken 
in regard to the disposition, rather betrayed than expressed, 
upon the secondary points in the negotiation. Without uttering 
a single word that could be used to commit him or his govern- 
ment with America, h1. de Rayneval had succeeded in making 
Lord Shelburne comprehend that France was not inclined to 
prolong the war by supporting America in unjust claims. What  
sense AT. de Rayneval himself attached to the word zinjust, will 
appear as  the negotiations proceed. 

This was the first of three trips made during this period by 
Dc Rayneval to England. On the other hand, Mr. Vaughan, 
who had been the bearer of Mr. Jay's message to Lord Shel- 
burne, was again on his way back to Paris, charged to con- 
tinue his confidential labors with the American commissioners, 
and accompanied by the cornier bearing A h .  Oswald's amended 
commission. The obstacles to negotiation being now all re- 
moved, the parties, consisting of Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jay on 
one side, and Mr. Oswald on the other, prepared themselves for 
the task of constructing the basis of a pacification. 

Of all the surprising incidents in this remarkable war, nothing 
now seems so difficult to account for as the mode in which 
Great Britain pursued her objects by negotiation. The person 
first selected to cope with the ablest of French diplomatists 
was a young man who had never had experience in public 



to  deal with the United States was a respect,able and &i- 
able private gentleman, nominated a t  the suggestion of Dr. 
Franklin, with whom he was to  treat, because the Doctor 
thought he would get along easily with him, but by no means 
a match for a combination of three such men as Franklin, Jay, 
and John Adams. In order to be upon equal terms with 
t,hem, Great Britain had need of the best capacity and expe- 
rience within her borders. Bnt i t  was her fortune, dnringall 
this period, and, indeed, almost to the present day, to insist 
upon underrating the people with whom she had to do, because 
they had been her dependents ; a mistake which has been pro- 
ductive of more unfortunate consequences to herself than an 
age of repentance can repair. Â The first instance of this took place on the preparation of a 
basis, made out of a project s~iggcsted by Dr. Franklin whilst 
he was alone a t  Paris, to which Mr. Oswald was persnxled 
to  give His assent so far as to send it home for the con.-'ideration 
of his government. This basis was formed of three proposi- 
tions. The first acknowledged the independence, and defined 
the boundaries of the United States. The second provided for 
the continued use of the fisheries by the people of both coun- 
tries, in the manner t h a t  had been practised before the last 
war between France and England. The third admitted the 
free navigation of the Mississippi, and placed trade on the most 
liberal footing of reciprocity. The United States could, in  all 
reason, ask litt,le more of any nation ; and a t  bottom t,here was 
no more than, with a con~prehensive view of national policy, 
Great Britain would have found i t  for her interest to grant. 
But neither sovereign, ministers, nor people in that country 
were a t  all prepared for what appeared to them sncli extrav- 
agant liberality. To  avert the possibility of a similar error, 
a new person, fresh from the bureau of the foreign office, and 
experienced in business, Mr. Henry Straeliey, was selected and 
dispatched to assist Mr. Oswnld. I n  other words, the English 
position was to be fortified by a little more obstinacy. The 
instructions with which he was charged were to insist upon 
indemnity for the refugees, to  narrow the line of boundaries, 
and to cut off the reciprocity of the fisheries and of trade. 

This arrival gave another turn to the negotiation. And a 
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new element came in to add a shade of gloom. Simulta- 
neously with the mission of Mr. Strachey, designed to give a 
higher tone to the British demands, AIr. Jay held a conference 
with M. de Rayneval, in which it soon appeared that so far 
from retaining the inability to judge of the merits of the Amer- 
ican demands, which he had professed in the conference a short 
month before with Lord Shelburne, he had no scruples in ex- 
pressing his positive opinion that they were ill founded and V 

should be materially curtailed. If fi ill founded," of course they 
were " unjust." This related to both the questions, that on the 
fisheries as well as that on the boundaries. And with regard to 
the latter, his arguments, which had 011 a former occasion been 
applied to restrict them on the south and west, were now 
directed, in the same spirit, towards the north and east. Inas- 
much as M. de Rayneval was well understood to be possessed 
of the entire confidence of Count cle Vergennes, extending, as 
i t  proved, even to the intrusting him with the successive mis- 
sions to Great Britain, each of them vitally important to the 
pacification, it is not to be wondered at, if Mr. Jay drew some 
inferences of his own as to the nature of the advice which the 
head of the department would give, in the contingency of the 
Americans being obliged to ask i t  for their government, in the 
negotiation. 

It  was precisely a t th is  moineut that Mr. Adams, having com- 
pleted his business in Holland, arrived to take his place in the 
coinmission. His advent seems to have been viewed with equal 
uneasiness by the agents of England and of France. Mr. 
Vaughan had been imploring his principal to make haste in  
order " to get out of the reach of interruption from Air. Adams." 
For lie was not softened, like Franklin, by English connections 
or con~ersation,~ and he was "very warm and ambitious," so 
that Ai r .  Vaughan vould not answer for the mischief he might 
do, if there should be a delay. On the other hand, M. de 
Rayneval, in alluding to the fisheries, had freely expressed to 
Mr. Jay his fears of it the ambition and restless views of Mr. 

1 I t  -n-odd appear from Sir. Vanghan's letters that William Temple Franklin, 
then secretary to the comn~ission, had been indiscreet enough to urge a recom- 
menilation of his father. Governor Frankliu, to the favor of the British premier. 
S i r  Vanglian, taking the hint, reneated1y pressed Lord Shelburue to provide 
for him, for the sake of the effect it might have on the negotiation. There is no 
reason to suppose that Dr. Frauklin had the remotest suspicion of this intrigue. 
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which he should be ready to give a hearty and cordial support. 
An occasion for determining this point was a t  hand. The 

instructions of congress, given to the American commissioners 
under the instigation of the French court, were absolute an 
imperative, " to undertake nothing without the knowledge an 
concurrence of that court, and ultimately to govern themselves 
by their advice and opinion." These orders, transmitted a t  the 
time of the enlargement of the commission, had just been rein- 
forced by assurances given to quiet the nneasiness created in 
France by the British overtures through Governor Carleton. 
Thus far, although the commissioners had felt them to be derog- 
atory to the honor of their country, as  well as to their own 
character as its representatives, t,here had been no necessity 
for action either under or against them. But  now that mat- 
ters were coming to the point of a serious negotiation, and 
the secondary questions of interest to America were to be dcter- 
mined, especially those to which France had shown herself 
indifferent,, not to say adverse, i t  seemed as  if no chance re- 
mained of escaping a decision. Mr. Jay, jealous of the mission 
of Dc Rayueval, of which not a hint had been dropped by the 
French court, suspicious of its good faith from the disclosure's 
of the remarkable dispatch of Marbois, and fearful of any advice 
like that of which he had received a for 

" 
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Rayneval, a t  the same time provoked that the confidence ex- 
pected should be all on one side, the Count communicating 
nothing of the separate French negotiation, came to the con- 
clusion that the interests of America were safest when retained 
in American hands. He therefore declared himself in favor of 
going on to treat with Great Britain, without consulting the 
French court. Dr. Franklin, on the other hand, expressing his 
confidence in that court, secured by his sense of the steady 
reception of benefits by his country, signified his willingness to 
abide by the instructions lie had received. Yet it is a singular 
fact, but lately disclosed, that, notwithstanding this general feel- 
ing, which was doubtless sincerely entertained, Dr. Franklin had 
been the first person to violate those instructions, a t  the very 
inception of the negotiations, by proposing to Lord Shelburne 
the cession of Canada, and covering his proposal with an earnest 
injunction to keep it secret from France, because of his belief 
that she was adverse to the measure.1 A sinlilar* secret and 
confidential communication he promised to make to Thomas 
Grenville, until diverted from his purpose, as Grenville inferred, 
by the interposition of Oswald in the negotiation. Oswald 
himself, so early as  the 11th of July, had reported to Lord 
Shelburne Franklin's desire to treat and end with Great Britain 
on a separate footing from the other powers. From all this 
evidence it may fairly be inferred that, whatever Franklin might 
have been disposed to believe of the French court, his instincts 
were too strong to enable him to trust them implicitly with the 
care of interests purely American. 

And, in this, there can be 110 reasonable cause for doubt that 
he was right. The more full the disclosures have been of 
the French policy from their confidential papers, the more do 
they show Count de Vergennes assailing England in America, 
with quite as fixed a purpose as ever Chatham had to conquer 
America in Germany. Mr. Adams had no doubt of it. He  
had never seen any signs of a disposition to aid the United 

1 This is stated by Thomas Grenville as disclosed to him by Mr. Oswald. 
The injunction, probably, was the reason of Lord Shelburne's withholding the 
knowledge of the proposal from the cabinet, whilst the clisclosure of his reeep- 
tion of it, by Oswald to Grenville, and by the latter, in t u r n ,  to Mr. Fox, 
gave risc to the suspicions of Shelburnu's good,fai~ll, which ultimately dispersed 
the Rockingham ministry, and led to many important consequences. 

Russell's Alcmorlals of C. J. Fox, vol. i. p. 363. Also, p. 376. 
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States from affection or sympathy. On the contrary, he had 
perceived their cause everywhere made subordinate to the gem 
era1 considerations of continental politics. Perhaps his impres- 
sions a t  some moments carried him even further, and led him to 
suspect in the Count a positive desire to check and depress 
America. In this lie fell into the natural mistake of cxaggerat- 
ing the importance of his own country. In the great game of 
nations which was now playing at  Paris under the practised eye 
of France's chief, (for Count de Maurepas was no longer living,) 
the United States probably held a relative position, in his mind, 
not higher than that of a pawn, or possibly a knight, 011 a chess 
table. Whilst his attention was absorbed in arranging the com- 
binations of several powers, i t  necessarily followed that he had 
not the time to devote to any one, which its special reprcsenta- 
five might imagine to be its due. But  even this hypothesis was 
to Mr. Adams justification quite sufficient for declining to sub- 
mit the interests of his country implicitly to the Count's control. 
If not so material in the Count's eyes, the greater the necessity 
of keeping them in his own care. He therefore seized the first 
opportunity to announce to his colleagues his preference for the 
views of Air. Jay. After some little reflection, Dr. Franklin 
signified his acquiescence in this decision. His objections to 
it had doubtless been increased by the peculiar relations he had 
previously sustained to the French court, and by a very proper 
desire to be released from the responsibility of what might from 
him be regarded as a discourteous act. No such delicacy was 
called for on the part of the other commissioners. Neither does 
i t  appear that Count de Vergennes manifested a sign of discon- 
tent with them a t  the time. He saw that little confidence was 
placed in him, but he does not seem to have made the slightest 
effort to change the decision or even to get an explanation of it. 
The truth is, that the course thus taken had its conveniei~ces for 
him, provided only that the good faith of the American nego- 
tiators, not to make a separate peace, could be depended upon. 
Neither did he ever affect to complain of it, excepting at  one 
particular moment when he thought he had cause for appre- 
hending that the support lie relied on might fail. 

This important preliminary having been thus settled, nothing 
remained but to come to an understanding at once with Great 
Britain upon the points already made. These were simple 
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debts, and some provision for t,he refugees, made up the whole. 
Mr. Strachey, who had been sent from England for the purpose 
of stiffening the easy nature of Mr. Oswald, succeeded only in 
infusing into the conferences all the asperity which they ever 
betrayed. It does not fall within the scope of this "work to 
follow up the narrative of the negotiation further than is neces- 
sary to elucidate the precise share of i t  belonging to Mr. Adams. 
Down to this time his interposition had been effective in two 
particnlars ; first, as to tlie precise shape of Mr. Oswald's coin- 
mission, upon which the negotiation was opened ; secondly, as 
to the assumption of the responsibility of proceeding without 
consultation with France. The articles, upon which to treat 
as a basis, had been agreed upon before his arrival. They were 
entirely satisfactory to him, so that he entered into tlie treaty 
only at  that st,age in which Mr. Strachey appeared, demand- 
ing adverse modifications for the British cabinet. No moment 
could have been more happily chosen for reinforcing t,he argu- 
ments already presented by Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jay. Upon 
the question of the northern and eastern boundary, which the 
British were attempting to push back to the Penobscot, lie 
came fully prepared with materials especially confided to him 
by his own Stat,e of Massachusetts, intended to establish her 
rights as far as  the St. Croix and the highlands, the ancient 
bounds of Nova Scotia.] In the matter of the claims of in-, 
demnity, he suggested the very proper concession of acknowl- 
edging the just debts contracted before 'the Revolution, and 
opening the American courts to the full recovery of them, 
which furnished the British government some grounds at  home 
for concluding the treaty, without which i t  is doubtful whether 
they could have ventured on i t  a t  all. 

The third and the most delicate point was that relatingto 
the fisheries. It was here, and here alone, that there was any 
appearance of a conflict of interests with France, which was 
likewise negotiating with Great Britain on that subject ; and 
i t  was here that was shown the greatest reluctance to con- 
cede any thing to America. On this point the two other 

1 Some further details concerningthe discussion of the boundary question, 
taken from Mr. Adams's letters to the Boston Patriot, are placed in the Appen- 

3-2 * 



commissioners had been tenacious, without making it a vital 
element of the treaty. Mr. Adams insisted upon an acknowl- 
edgment of the right of fishery as indispensable to tlie durability 
of any compact that could be made. After a succession of 
elaborate conferences and mutual propositions, a new set of 
articles was finally prepared, and sent,, by the hands of Mr. 
Strachey, to England, for the approbation of the cabinet. But 
so little were they to the taste of that gentleman, that he left 
behind 11im a note for the American commissioners, intimating, 
in a manner not the most courteous, that unless they should 
immediately reconsider their denial of indemnity to the refugees, 
and furnish him with the evidence of i t  before he got to Lon- 
don, little prospect remained of a favorable result from his 
journey. But neither conciliation nor menaces conid avail to 
shake them from the position which Dr. Franklin had been the 
most strenuous in assuming. They replied, but not in  the way 
Mr. Strachey desired. The letter and the mode of act'ion both 
bear the characteristic marks of Dr. Franklin. The real answer, 
addressed to Mr. Oswalcl, although firm in its refusal, abounded 
ill terms of kindness and conciliation to him, which were made 
the more emphatic by contrast with the cold ceremonious note 
to Mr. Stracliey, inclosing the paper for his information. 

This was on the 6th of Novcmber. It was the 25th before 
tlie gentleman returned. In the meanwhile tlie indefatigable 
Vaughan, not content with writing to Lord Slielburne a series 
of letters, urging, with great good sense and solid statcsrnanship, 
the expedieiicy of yielding a little more on the disputed points, 
acceded to the desires of the Americans, and once more crossed 
the channel to reinforce his representations by personal con- 
fereuce. He had seen the unfortunate effect of the interposition 
of Mr. Strachey a t  Paris, and dreading the consequences, in 
widening the breach, of the report that gentleman was likely to 
make, he left Paris on the 17th, wit11 the hope of counteracting it. 
Before he reached London, however, the cabinet had decided 
upon their course, which was to persevere on the main points, 
but not to break off the negotiation in case the Americans should 
remain firm. After a confidential interview wit11 Shclburne, in 
which he was made acquainted with his views, A i r .  Vanglian 
once more followed Stracliey back to Paris, arriving there three 
days after him, and two days before the decisive conference on 
the 29th of November. 



LIFE OF JOHX ADAMS. 379 

Later disclosures of the secret influences operating upon the 
prime minister's position, a t  this time, sufficiently explain the 
reasons of his course. A peace had become a matter of neces- 
sity. No other escape from the difficulties with which he was 
surrounded, seemed to present itself. On the one side was the 
condition of Ireland, and tlie urgency of the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, then the Lord Lieutenant, that something should be done 
to redeem his engagements to that country ; on the other, the 
ill-reconciled assemblage within the cabinet, all its members 
equally feeling that the king himself was scarcely to be de- 
pended on from day to day. It  may be doubted whether a 
more distracted state of things ever existed in tlie councils 
of that country. And to lead out of the confusion, no clue was 
so tangible as  a peace. I t  is however doing no more than 
justice to Lord Shelburne to add that his judgment and his line 
of policy led him the same way. He felt, and justly felt, that 
a further perseverance in the war was idle. I11 comparison with 
the object of peace, the concession required was insignificant, 
and no sacrifice was made by it, excepting one of pride. But 
to the American commissioners, little informed of the true state 
of things in London, the interval of Mr. Strachey's absence had 
been one of no little anxiety. No better evidence of this can 
be supplied than that of hlr. Adams in his Diary." It  must 
have been then a moment of great interest to them, when they 
learned that the expected answer had arrived. 

The conferences were resumed on the 25th of November, and 
Mr. Strachey appeared once more. His tone was apparently 
but little changed. The ministry, he said, continued dissatisfied 
with the refusal of a provision for the Tones, and they required 
modifications of the article on the fisheries. On the boundaries 
alone were they disposed to concede. But discouraging as this 
announcement seemed, i t  was actually more than compensated 
by the introduction of Mr. Fitzlierbert, to  whom the negotia- 
tion with France had already been intrusted, as  an assistant to 

1 The influence of this cause upon the American question has come to light in 
the confidential letters of \V. W. Grenvillu, afterwards Lord Grcnvillc,addressed 
to his brother, the Lord Lieutenant. l i e  rullorts Lord Shelburiie as admitting 
to him that " t he  situation of Ireland weigliied very materially with him i n  Ins 
wishes for ncace." The reason whv mav be fullv understood bv exa in in in~  
Grenvillu's letters at  large. ~ e r n d r s  of t h e  ~ o u r i  and Cabinets of George the 
Third, vol. I. pp. 66-136. 
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'Mr. Oswald. The discussions which ensued for the next four 
days, were long, aniinatecl, and often vehement. The great 
struggle was npon the fisheries. Great Britain was willing to 
concede the use on the high seas as a privilege, whilst she 
denied it altogether within its three miles' juridiction on the 
coasts. America, on the other hand, claimed the former as a 
riglit, and asked for the privilege of the latter. Here was the 
place at which Mr. Adams assumed the greatest share of re- 
sponsibility in the negotiation. He insisted upon placing the 
two countries exactly on a level in regard to the right to the 
fishery, a claim, the'jnstice of which few, a t  this day, would he 
found to dispute. The energy and effect of his representations, 
on this point, are so well sliown in his "Diary" as to render i t  
unneetlssury to dwell further on them here.1 He  further claimed 
for his countrymen a liberty to cure and dry fish on the unsettled 
regions of British America, and a privilege of the same kind in 
the settled parts, with the consent of the proprietors. 

These propositions he put in writing in a paper which, on the 
29th, he proposed to the conference as an article to be inserted 
in the treaty. The paper was then subjected to a critical exami- 
nation, in the course of which many alterations and some limita- 
tions were agreed to, but the substance remained unchanged. It 
was a t  illis stage that the British commissioners made their last 
demonstration. Mr. Strachey proposed that the word " rig/~t," 
in its connection with the entire fishery, should be changed 
into "liberty." And Mr. Fitzherbert sustained tlie movement 
by remarking that " right " was an obnoxious expression. The 
suggestion seems to .have fired Mr. Adams, and immediately he 
burst into an earnest and overwhelming defence of the term 
he had chosen. The British commissioners, not prepared to 
resist the argument, proposed to sign the preliminaries, leaving 
this question to be adjusted a t  the definitive treaty. But neither 
would Mr. Adams consent to this. He rose, and with the con- 
centrated power which he possessed when excited, declared that 
when first commissioned as a negotiator with Great Britain, his 
country had ordered him to make no peace without a clear 
acknowledgment of the right to the fishery, and by that direc- 
tion he would stand. No preliminaries should have his sig- 

1 See the Diary, vol. iii. pp. 333-335. 
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nature without it. And here he appealed, with some adroitness, 
to Mr. Laurens, who had just taken his place in the cominis- 
sion, and who happened to have been president of congress a t  
the time when that first commission was given. Ah. Laurens 
had likewise been in sympathy with the original movement that 
produced the commission, so that he readily responded to the 
call, and seconded the position with characteristic warn~th. 
And Air. Jay, without comn~itting himself to an  equal extent, 
virtually threw his weight into the scale. 

This act was the assumption of another prodigious respon- 
sibility. For the powers to treat on commerce, in which the 
instructions referred to were inserted, had in the interval been 
revoked by congress, and the right to the fisheries, although 
adhered to in argument, had been abandoned as an ultimatum. 
But Mr. Adams, knowing that these things had been gained 
from congress by the importunity of the French ministry, aiid 
feeling in the depths of his soul a conviction that his coun- 
try's interests were safest under his guardiansl~ip, ventured to 
risk a direct appeal to the British commissioners to concede 
this point rather than put a t  hazard the reconciliation. The 
stroke proved decisive. The term of persistence, dictated to 
the British by their government, had been reached; and after 
consultation, they announced their readiness to abide by Air .  
Aclams's article as i t  stood. Such a victory is not often re- 
corded in the annals of diplomacy. 

That the effect thus produced by Air. Adams was not entirely 
the result of his action a t  the last conference, but had been 
gradiially forming in the course of his conversations with the 
British commissioners, and especially with Mr. Oswald, is proved 
by the evidence of that gentleman himself in a remarkable paper 
which he beems to have drawn up  for the use of Mr. Strachey 
in case any justification of the concession should be necessary 
a t  home. I t  is in the form of a postscript to a letter, dated the 
8th of January, 1783, explanatory of the mode of conducting 
the Newfoundland fishery. This paper, as illustrating the con- 
duct of Ah". Adams, on this subject, from a British point of 
view, is so material as  to merit insertion here entire. 

c C  I will next add what was settled as to what passed with the 
American commissioners, particularly Air. Adams, (the New 
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England member,) when we came to treat of this article, and to 
propose kcepinqoff the Americans to a distance from the shore, 
in the prosecution of their fishery, as well as drying their fish on 
the coast of Newfoundland. 

(' I had sundry conversations with this gentleman on the sub- 
ject before yon came over the last time; when his language 
was as follows : - 

That the fishery was their all, their bread. That other 
States had staples of production ; they had none but what they 
raised out of the sea ; that they had enjoyed a freedom of fisli- 
ing time out of mind, and their people would never part with it; 
that in depriving them of the privilege in question, we  should 
strike a deeper stroke into their vitals, than any, perhaps, they 
had suffered since the war comn~eneed. That our refusal was 
unfriendly, ungenerous, insidious, since we could not come out 
in time to ovcrtalce then1 ; a11c1 ~vllen we did come, we could 
not miss them, there being fish enough for all nations, during 
the whole time we cliose to  seek for them. But that we 
grudged that they should avail themselves of the natural con- 
venieiicy of their situation, only to prevent our (the British) 
getting somewhat less for that part which i t  was conveuient for 
us to undertake. That we made no difficulty in accommodat- 
iug the French in this matter, which of itself would make their 
people more sensibly feel the effect of the exclusion. That his 
constituents were alarmed, and particularly attentive to this 
question; and sent him instructions that would by no means 
allow of his signing any treaty in which this privilege should be 
excepted.1 That he would never sign any such treaty ; that if 
he were to do so, he should consider it as  signin" cdeclaration 
of perpetual war between England and America. That if 
things were to come to the worst, their States would support 
that war of themselves, without the help of France or any other 
nation. That if we lost somewhat in the sales of our fish by 
their interferinpwith iis, i t  would, in part, be made lip in the 
sale of our (British) manufactures, since the more money they 
had for their fish, the more they would buy of these manufac- 
tures. 

('These observations passed (as I have said) a t  different times 

This refers to the separate representations of Massachusetts, which were 
never varied or qualified. 



LIFE OF JOHX ADAMS. 383 

in conversation with him, (Mr. Adams,) some part of which he 
also mentioned in your hearing. 

"And you will remember the other commissioners were 
equally stiff in refusing to proceed in the treaty, while we pro- 
posed to deprive their people of the coast or inshore fishery. 

"And also that one of these gentlemen said, that if we in- 
sisted on keepingttheir people a t  a distance of three leagues 
from our shores, we could not complain if they also forbad our 
ships from coming within the like distance of the coasts of the 
thirteen provinces. 

" With respect to drying their fish, the same gentleman said 
he thought, if we would not allow of their landing upon the 
unsettled parts of our shore, a t  a certain season in the year, they 
would justly deny us the same privilege in all parts of their 
country. 

"Another of these commissioners (who had all along expressed 
himself with great resentment a t  their people being thus un- 
favorably distinguished from the French) declared that i t  was a 
matter of indifference to them as to what prohibitions we should 
put their people under, since they would easily make reprisals 
in another way to their advantage, by an act of navigation, that 
should exclude English ships forever from any participation in 
the American trade, either inwards or outwards.1 

In  answer to all these arguments, (some of which, I have 
said, passed in your hearing,) you will remember, we had not 
much to oppose. W e  did not think it proper to insist on the 
right of the sovereignty of the coast; nor to say any thing as to  
how such a grant would affect the treaty with France; and, 
upon the whole, were confined to the single object of preventing 
quarrels among the fishermen, as  the supposed consequence of 
allowing the Americans to  come within three leagues of the 
shore of Newfoundland and other places. 

"In answer to which Sir. Adams said, that he made little 
account of squabbles among fishermen, which were soon made 
up. But  that quarrels between States were not so easily settled. 
And which were most likely to happen, since, when we came to 
send out men-of-war to watch in those seas, so as  to keep 
their ships to the precise distance of three leagues (and which 

' Mr. Vaughan, among whose papers this letter is found, attributes these 
remarks to Mr. Laurens. 
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stations they must take in the earliest season in the spring) clis- 
putes might arise and men would be killed ; and redress conld 
be had only by appeals to government of either side. And, in 
the end, would be attended with such unpleasant consequences 
that he should be sorry i t  should ever happen. And would 
therefore advise, that we should overlook the loss we appre- 
hended by their interference in the early part of the fishery, and 
end the matter so as that people should not be put in mind, on 
all occasions, that they were not Englishmen. 

fi The above is the substance of what the American commis- 
sioners said, a t  different times, upon the unpleasant subject of 
this intended exclusion, and as near their words as I can remein- 
ber. I had pirt them in writing, from time to time, as they 
occurred in my conversation with the commissioners ; and when 
you (Mr. Strachey) came over and showed me the altered plan 
of the treaty, and how the article was guarded in all the instruc- 
tions and letters, I own I despaired of any settlement with 
America before the meeting of parliament. But there being, 
happily, a discretionary power, as well regarding the extent aa 
the manner of dispensingwith this article, in your instructions, 
I used Hie freedom of pointing it out, and insisting on it. And 
you, very properly, (as well as  Mr. Fitzlierbert,) took tlie benefit 
of it, and gave your consent to my signing the treaty. To 
which, if there is still any objection, I must take my share of 
the blame, as  I took the liberty of inentioningto the secretary 
of state, in the letter which I troubled you with upon yonr 
return to London. 

If your wishing for this paper is to answer some purpose in 
parliament, in case of challenge on this head, you can judge 
what parts will be suitable to be brought under public review. 
Perhaps not many. The best general one is, that, without giv- 
ing way in this particular, there would have been no provisional 
articles. That is very certain." 

The right to the fisheries, considered as a resonrce for the 
subsistence of the people of New England, has gradually lost its 
importance in the progress of time. But  whether it be regarded 
as an attribute of sovereignty indispensable to the complete- 
ness of the independence of a nation bordering on the great 
oceans of the globe, or as a school of discipline for a maritime 
people, the estimate of it remains undiminished down to this 
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clay. The prediction made by Air. Adams, that so long as there 
should remain an opening for a question of the exercise of this 
right, just so long would there be danger of a renewal of the 
conflict with Great Britain, has been verified by later events. 
But i t  has only been within a very late period tliat the good 
sense and practical wisdom of both nations, stimulated by the 
increasing danger of collisions between them, have so far over- 
come the illiberal theories of the last century, as  to sweep away 
all remnants of exclusiveness in the enjoyment of what was 
evidently designed by Providence as the reward of enterprise 
alone. Proximity is an advantage of which the subjects of 
Great Britain enjoy their full share, and on neither side can it 
be a just cause of complaint. The good use that may be made 
of it should depend upon the skill and adventure of those who 
choose to try this field of exertion, and not upon mere claims 
of exclusive property, resting upon no permanent foundation 
whatever. 

One other obstacle had been in the way, the more difficult to  
remove, that i t  rested on a point of honor in the British heart. 
Those individuals who had taken the side of the mother country 
in the colonies, and who, for doing so, had been subjected to the 
mortification, disasters, and personal losses consequent upon a 
failure to reestablish her authority, naturally lookecl to her to pro- 
tect their rights, in any and every attempt that might be made a t  
accommodation. And this was a valid claim on her, in spite of 
the fact that the difficulties into which the mother country had 
fallen, were mainly owing to tlie interested misrepresentations 
made by leading persons of this class in America. On this 
point, tlie instructions to obtain an acknowledgment of their 
claims to indemnity, had been most positive. But the Ainer- 
ican commissioners, on their side, well knowing the impossibil- 
ity of reconeiling their countrymen to the aclmowleclgment of 
such odious pretensions, and little disposed themselves to recog- 
nize their validity, manifested ITO inclination to concede any 
thing beyond what the strict rule of justice would demand. 
Here Dr. Franklin took the lead ; finding that the British were 
about to urge their views on this subjeet and the fisheries 
together, he prepared an article, making, by way of set-off, a 
counter-elaim of compensation for the severe and not infre- 
quently wanton injuries inflicted upon the patriots by the British 

VOL. I. 3 3 Y 
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troops. Neither did this lose force by its reference to  the volun- 
tary acts of those very adherents to the British cause, whose 
pretensions were set up  for consideration. The fact that this 
contest had, in many of its parts, been marked with the most 
painful characteristics of civil convulsion, in the course of 
which the parties had suffered shocking outrages from eaeli 
other, was too well known to be denied. And the wounds were 
too fresh to permit the supposition that the victorious side 
would be prepared a t  once to replace in their former position 
those of their brethren, who had not only forfeited their con- 
fidence by joining the oppressor, but had been guilty of the 
greatest barbarities in couclueting the struggle. The earnest 
and strenuous resistance of Dr. Franklin, reinforced by the 
representations of the other commissioners, a t  last produced an 
effect in convincing the British envoys that further urgency in 
their behalf was useless. To  prolong the war a single clay 
only for their sakes, without prospect of a better result, was 
obviously a waste of means which might be better employed in 
supplying the very remuneration which was now in agitation. 
The good sense of Air. Fitzherbert, confirming that of Air. 
Oswald, prevailed, and this troublesome discussion was finally 
terminated by the preparation of two articles, to which all 
agreed, providing that further hostility to the Tories shoulcl 
cease, and that congress should earnestly recommend to the 
States the restitution of their estates to such persons as  could 
be proved to  be real British subjects, and such Americans as  
had not borne arms against the United States. 

The difficulties, on both sides, being thus finally removed, 
the negotiators on the 30th of November, 1783, signed their 
names to the preliminary articles of a peace. These were 
made contingent 11po11 the general pacification, the negotiations 
for which were now in full activity between the three great 
powers, but they were signed without the knowlcclgc of the 
French court. They were, however, comin~~i~icatccl to the Count 
de Vergenncs immediately after the signature, who then mani- 
fested 110 dissatisfaction to the  commissioner^,^ but, on the eon- 
ti'ary, commended their management, and signified his opinion 
that the greatest difficulty in  the way of a general peace, the 

1 Franklin's Works, vol. ix. p. 442. 
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acknowledgment of American Indepeiiclence, was now removed. 
Fifteen days elapsed, and Ins ton* had ~~nclergone a very great 
change. He then acldressecl to Dr. Franklin, who had announced 
his intention to dispatch immediately to the United States a 
vessel with the interesting intelligence, and had offered to him 
the use of the same opportunity, an indignant remonstrance 
against the proceeding, as a breach of the agreement between 
the two countries. He  particularly complained that the corn- 
missioners had been in snch haste to  send home an account of 
their ow11 acts, before assuring themselves of the conclusion 
of the French negotiation. 

Two circnnistauces are particularly deserving of notice here. 
One, that so many days had been suflered to elapse before 
any cause of dissatisfaction was intimated; the other, that a 
complaint should have been made of the commissioners for not 
informing themselves of the state of a negotiation, no part of 
which was voluntarily communicated to  them whilst, i t  was 
going on. Of the details of their own proceedings, Count de 
Vergennes had been kept informed unofficially even by Mr. 
Adams himself, to whom he had expressed opinions favorable 
to the British pretensions on the great points of difficulty, but 
he seems never to have inclined to reciprocate any part of the 
confidence. Some explanation is then necessary for the altered 
language of the note of the 15th of December. It is, perhaps, 
to be fo~ind in a knowledge of the secret influences which had, 
in the interval, s~iddenly thrown a cloud over  the pacification, 
and roused, in their full force, all the apprehensions entertained 
from the outset by the French minister of a reconciliation 
between Britain and America to be effected a t  the expense 
of the isolation of France. 

As in the beginning, so throughout, to conciliate the intract- 
able temper of Spain had made a cardinal point of the Count's 
policy. Her loudest outcry was for Gibraltar, without grati- 
fication in which she was very.likely to stretch her pretensions 
over the southern borders of the United States and into the 
Mediterranean, a proceeding which would tend materially to  
complicate the chances of a pacification. Nor yet did she 
abstain from t,hreatenii~g that if France did not gain it for her, 
she would give her the British for neighbors by ceding the 
Spanish part of St. Domingo to them as the purchase-money. 
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But  Gibraltar, even though Shelburne himself appeared not 
indisposed to yield it, was a* fastened into the prejudices imd 
pride of the British nation, that the good sense of Count dc 
Vergelines early saw the futility of calculating upon its sur- 
render. The only iilternntive was, to devise some exchange 
of equivalents between the three powers, with which Spain 
might be consoled for her disappointment. The mode of 
doing this had been entrusted to the confidential agency, once 
more, of the secretary, De Rayneval, who, with the son of De 
Vcrgeennes and a Spanish secretary, had pone to London for the 
purpose of more speedily bringing i t  to a conclusion. I t  was 
just a t  the nick of time, when every thing seemed likely to be 
arranged, and when, after concessions wrung from all sides, the 
Count d'Arauda had assumed the responsibility of accepting 
the Floridas for Spain, that the news came of the signature of 
the preliminaries by the Americans. For a moment there was 
chaos in the British cabinet. The remainder of the Rocking- 
ham Whigs, headed by the Duke of Richmond, anxious to find 
an excuse for a breach with Lord Shelburne, which would send 
them back to their old associates, seized this opportunity to 
declare their opposition to closing with France; and the idea 
was started, either by them or, what is more likely, by the king's 
peculiar friends, of the possibility, in conjunction with the United 
States, of continuing the war with her. 

This it was which roused the suspicions in the minds of 
the French,l that the American commissioners miglit have pre- 
cipitated a signature of their preliminaries with the view of 
facilitating such a combinntiou. Hence the sudden cliange in 
the language of De Vergennes, perhaps quickened by his sense 
of the existence of a party in the French cabinet exerting itself 
to  defeat his policy, and thus effect his own fall. There was, 
however, not a shadow of foundation for any calculations of the 
kind; a fact which Lord Shelburne and Thomas TownsIieud, 
the secretary, knew too certainly to be in the least moved by the 
flurry among their colleagues. The former had been regularly 

1 Flassan, t. vii. p. 353. De Sevelinges, Introduction to the French transla- 
tion of Botta, torn. i. p. Ivii. The latter writer affirms that this plan was con- 
ccrtcd with some Americans. Whether hc fouinl sueli an intimation in 31. 
Gkrard's papers, from which he wrote his account, does not appear. It was 
natural for the minister to suspect it. 
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and industriously supplied by his private agent, Mr. Vaughan, 
with such minute information respecting tlie thoughts and feel- 
ings of tlie American commissioners, as to preclude all doubt 
in his mind of their fixed intention to abide by the alliance 
with France. His convictions were finally wrung from him hi 
parliament, in his admission that the signature of the preliin- 
iuaries with America would have been of no effect, unaccom- 
panied by a peace with France. It was impossible to overcome 
the weight of this evidence; so the cabinet and the nation 
relapsed into a sullen acquiescence in the march of the general 
pacification. And with the removal of this obstacle, the alarm 
of Count de Vergennes became quieted, so that nothing further 
was heard from him concerning the matter. Not four weeks 
elapsed from the date of his remonstrance, before he and Ah'. 
Fitzherbert set their hands and seals to the preliminaries of a 
t,reaty, which, in conjunction with a similar agreement with 
Spain, executed at  the same time, gave full force to tlie Amer- 
ican articles, and thus put an end to any further doubt that the 
time had at  last arrived when the United States were, by coin- 
mon consent, to be enrolled in the list of the principalities of 
the earth. 

Count de Vergennes had taken advantage of Dr. Franklin's 
civility in offering to transmit his dispatches to America with 
his own, to send to M. de la Luzerne instructions to express 
to congress the displeasure of France with the separate action 
of their commissioners. This once more revived, though in 
a very qualified form, the party conflicts of the earlier period 
of the commission. The clause of the instructions, which 
directed them to be governed by the opinion and advice of 
the French minister, had not been the offspring of any sponta- 
neous popular sentiment. It sprang from the distrust Count 
de Vergeunes felt of his ability to control Air.  Adams, and 
the suspicions he entertained of his disposition to treat sep- 
arately with Britain. This had prompted the instructions to 
Luzerne, which had extorted from a reluctant majority in con- 
gress the revocation of the powers to negotiate a treaty of com- 
merce, the addition of four other persons in the commission for 
tlie peace, the retraction of all ultimata except independence, 
and last of all, this substitution of the dubious good-will of a 
minister of a European power in the place of the discretion, the 

33 ' 
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wisdom, and the integrity of some of the noblest men whom the 
great struggle had produced. Tlie manner by which this last 
act was brought about, has been already explained. It  had 
never been heartily concurred in. At two several period;?, efforts 
had been made to rescind it, which were defeated only by the 
feeblest considerations of sectional jealousy,' and the private 
remonstrances of the emissaries of France. Hrnce, when the 
complaint of the violation of this instruction by the commis- 
sioners came a t  the same time with the news that prclin~inaries 
had been actually signed, i t  met with little real disposition in 
congress to respond to it. Those who had voted for it well 
knew that their act itself, if called into question, would have 
needed more explanation and defence before the people of the 
States than they were prepared to give, especially in the face 
of the fact, which the commissioners had to present, that the 
great objects of the war had all been gained i n  spite of it. 
r i  l h e y  were, therefore, content to  let the matter subside as  
quietly as  a decent regard to  the source of the application 
would permit. 

The odious restriction had been received by Mr. Jay and Sir. 
Adarns with the most painful and indignant sensations. The 
latter, who got the intelligence just on the eve of his entrance 
into the negoticition, wits impelled by it at once to address to  
Secretary Livingston a letter, resigning all his employments in 
Europe. A few hours of reflection, however, sufficed to show 
him the folly of such precipitation. If the issue should prove 
that there was a disposition on the part of France to surrender 
any importi.int interests 'of his country, his resignation would 
only remove one more barrier to the execution of the plan. If, 
on the other hand, no such clisposition should prevail, there was 
no occasion of apprehending difficulty from the instructions. 
Besides, such an act, on his  part, at  such a critical moment, had 
too much the appearance of deserting a post of the highest 
responsibility, which his experience in Europe had fitted him to 
occupy much better than any new man conld. Rrnsoning thus, 
he omitted from the official copy of his di~pittch the record of 
his hasty determination, and made up his mind to act without 

1 Mndisnn Papers, vol. i. p. 241. The strongfeeling of Gouverneur Morris is 
expre-eJ in his letter to .Mr. Jay. Jay's Life of Jay, vol. i. p. 130. 
2 The passage remains in his letter-book. 
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fear of consequences, regulated by this instruction only so far as  
i t  should go hand in hand with his duty to protect his country. 
The responsibility was one from which nothingbut a successful 
issue could redeem his reputation ; but i t  was one, the assump- 
tion of which was entirely in harmony with the general spirit 
of his public life. l i e  had done the same thing in the winter 
of 177-5, when independence first came in question ; and again 
i11 Holland, when he pressed for a categorical answer to his 
demand of recognition. He now felt his stake in the fortunes 
of his country to be incomparably greater than that of any repre- 
sentative of France, and therefore that the care of these should 
take precedence of every other consider a t' ion. 

Entering with such feelings into the negotiation, the inter- 
cepted dispatch of Marbois was put into his hands a t  the 
same time that he heard of Dc Rayneval's mission to England, 
secretly mitlertaken by the French Court for purposes in no 
way hinted a t  to the Americans. Surely, these were not indi- 
cations of a kind to establish confidence already impaired, or to 
show a willingness on the part of France to make common 
cause of American interests. They were of so decided a kind 
as to impose great caution in proceeding, as a positive duty. 
Neither was the tone of her offici:d agents, on either side of 
the water, upon every question a t  issue in the negotiation on 
the part of America, calculated to reassure him. It  was de- 
cidedly against her on the subject of the cession of Canada, 
a favorite object with Dr. Franklin and the Northern States. 
The reason is now disclosed to have been a desire to keep 
Great Britain as a check upon the United States in that 
quarter.l It was against her on the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, equally a favorite object of the Southern States. The 
motive on this side was to keep open a mode of conciliating 
Spain. I t  was against her on the fisheries, the objection being 
there alone a rivalry of interests. And i t  was against her on 
the principle of refusing indemnity to the refugees, because that 
was viewed as a reasonable concession to Great Britain. These 

1 Given in the memoir of Count de Vergennes read to the king, already 
quoted, page 31 1. Opposition to any movement to eon(1uei- Canada was like- 
wise made part of the duty of 11. Gerard. Yet his successor assured congress 
that his sovereign desired to see Canada and .Nova Scotia annexed to the United 
States. Dipl. Cow. o f  the Revol1ition. vol. x. p. 366. Is this, too, to be classed 
among the ~nensonges politiques described by Flassau ? 
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constituted the whole of the secondary questions involved in 
the negotiation. The vital one. of the recognition of independ- 
ence, was the only thing in which the policy of the two nations 
exactly coincided. That, under this concurrence of cu'cnm- 
stances, the American comn~issioners were entirely right in 
maintainingtheir freedom of action; that, in doing so, they 
redeemed the dignity of their country in the eyes of all Europe, 
then inclining to speculate upon its future influence as a make- 
weight in the scale of Prance, would seem to be scarcely sus- 
ceptible of a doubt. Still less can i t  be questioned th;it they 
did wisely in thus acting, if merely considered as a question of 
policy. For they a t  once withdrew the interests of their conn- 
try from the common stock of equivalents, liable to be used like 
counters to equalize the bargains of the general negotiation. 
And by savingthe pride of the British government, they induced 
them to offer far easier terms of reconciliation tlian would have 
been obtained, had they been passed under the patronage of 
their most formidable enemy. 

The precise character of the policy of the French cabinet in 
the American Revolution was viewed very differently by cliffer- 
ent persons a t  the time, and has of late been once more opened 
to extended discussion. All the evidence necessary fully to 
determine i t  has not yet been submitted to the public eye. But 
enough has been disclosed to form grounds for a tolembly clear 
judgment. The memoirs of De Vergennes and Turgot, firs 
sketching out a line of policy for France, and looking at  the 
contest exclusively in the light of its effect upon the power of 
Great Britain, the confidential dispatches of the former to his 
envoy in Spain, the policy marked out for M. Gerard, the first 
minister to the United States, and the way i t  was executed, as 
disclosed by the possessor of the papers of that gentleman, and 

I lastly the course of M. Marbois, the real, though not the osten- 
sible, minister to succeed M. Gerard, all, taken together, display 
a great uniformity from first to last. The intercepted dispsiteh 
of Marbois was only an exposition, in terms not guarded i t g : i i ~ ~ ~ t  
the possibility of exposure, of the same spirit which had ani- 
mated the policy of M. Ghard. It  viewed parties and men in 
America in exactly the same light in which G6rard had taught 
his court to see them. It echoed the language of De Rayncval, 
the brother of M. Gerard, and the man proclaimed by Dc Ver- 
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gennes himself1 as of all men the most thoroughly possessed 
of his principles of action, and the most relied on in executing 
them. I t  is by no means to be regarded as an accidental and 
volunteer effusion of an eccentric individual. Such an idea is 
not to be reconciled either with the earlier or the subsequent 
career of Marbois. Brought up in the schools of diplomacy, 
he had served Count de Vergeunes with skill and success in 
various posts a t  the smaller German courts. From Bavaria, 
where lie had been of p e a t  service in a critical moment, he had 
been transferred to the United States to act an equally respon- 
sible part. A man passing through such a training, and acting 
under a prescribed form of instructions, would scarcely be likely 
to address to his principal any views based on important prin- 
ciples not in accordance with the general line of policy that had 
been marked out for him. And if lie were, he would not put 
himself by it in a way to be kept much longer employed. Yet 
i t  has been alleged that in this letter ftlarbois had no coun- 
tenance from the Count de Vergennes, aiid the language of the 
latter, excusing it, is quoted in corroboration of this idea. But 
it is rather a significant proof to the contrary, that the Count 
not only did not disavow it, but in no way withdrew his favor 
on account of it. He only said that the opinion of M. Mar- 
bois was not necessarily that of the king," a fact which nobody 
wonlcl be wild enough to deny, and further, that the views 
indicated in that dispatch had not been followed," a result 
which might well have been owing to other causes than a 
disposition to find fault with him for holding them.2 

Nor yet does the case rest upon the single intercepted dis- 
patch. For Mr. Livingston, whilst foreign secretary, and him- 
self ever disposed to the most favorable construction of the 
French policy, admits that the views indicated in that dispatch, 
were in perfect agreement with all of the writer's public Ian- 
guagc and action whilst lie was in Philadelphia. On the other 
hand, Mr. Adams affirms that they were by no means the views 
which Marbois, in private conversations during the passage to 
America, which they took together in the frigate Sensible, had 

' Flassan, t. vii. p. 365. The language is so emphatic that it puts to rest all 
doubts of Du Rayneval's expressing the opinions of the French court. 
2 Some comments of 2lIr. Adams on this letter of Marbois, taken from his 

letters to the Boston Patriot, may be found in the Appendix, 1). 



394 LIFE OF JOILS! ADAMS. 

developed to him. T o  suppose, then, that he would change 
those views after he got to America, and when placed in a 
higher post of responsibility, with the knowledge that the 
change must put him either in opposition to, or a t  variance 
with the opinions prevailing at  Versailles, is utterly contrary to 
all the prii~eiplvs which have ever been understood to regu- 
late the diplomatic movements of modern European courts. 
That tlie views indicated were not actually followed, was owing 
far more to the turn given by the commissioners of America to 
the negotiatioiia th:in to any other cause. For there can be DO 

doubt that if the British had persisted in demanding a greater 
sacrifice of American interests, in a negotiation carried on with 
the privity of France, and a peace had depended upon the 
decision, tlie advice of Count de Vergcnnes would have been 
on the side of sacrifice. 

Yet this minister's policy, though by no means deserving of 
the praise which some American;', hi the enthusiasm of their 
gratitude to the people of France, a very different body from the 
cabinet, have been disposed to extend to i t ;  though designed 
neither to uphold great general ideas, nor to befriend the strug- 
gling Americans for their sakes alone, may, when tried by tlie 
ordinary standard of European diplomacy, merit to  be con- 
sidered both liberal and comprehensive. Liberal, in its freedom 
from minor considerations of selfish advantages to be wru~ig  
from the necessities of America; comprehensive, in its aim to 
restore the power of France, so seriously impaired by the dis- 
asters and calamities of the preceding war. The incidental 
consequences, which befell that country from this triumph, in 
the accumulation of a crushing debt, and in the introduction 
of a new and potent form of opinion, were not to be foreseen. 
Count de Vergnnes lived long enough to become profoiliidly 
tilarmed by the progress that the new nation, which he had helped 
into beiiig, was inaking.1 Neither the internal dissensions, nor 
the external vices, upon the detrimental effects of which lie 
had relied at the outset, proved sufficient to keep down the 

1 Marbois, Hl-stoire <!e la Louis iane,p .  163. Marbois is not an unfriendly 
witness. On tlie other li.-inil, there is luuvli stronger testimony to the same 
efl'eet f'rom the revolutionary party, wliicli, after an examination of the papers, 
drnonnceil the policy of De Vergenne~ as Iiavingbeen nothing better than 
" une rile sp4culation." See tile report of the minister of foreign affairs to the 
Convention, in the Appenilix, Ei. 
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pnergies set in motion by the new principle of liberty. The 
tmctions of his successor, Count de Montmorin, to his 

agents, were to avoid giving more strength to America. On 
Moutmorin he devolved the penalty for his own temporary 
triumph. He was safe in his grave when the avalanche came 
down upon his discipie inflicting such a dreadful death. With 
him departed the brilliant era of Louis the Sixteenth's reign. 
He is the only minister of that nation, during his time, whose 
career was tuitinged with a sliade of misfortune. His name will 
always stand, if not amoug t l~e  list of the great in genius or in 
learning, a t  least with those of the most wary and skilful steers- 
men through the difficult navigation of European diplomacy. 
Considered in the more restricted attitude of a French states- 
man, he is entitled to peculiar praise. Neither does his Amer- 
ican policy deserve to be denominated, as it often is by his 
countrymen, a great mistake. The severance of Great Britain 
was indispensable to the maintenance of France as a power of 
the first class in the present century. He  foresaw the clanger 
from an empire which would have controlled all the oceans of 
the globe, ancl had the ready energy to seize the happy moment 
for dividing it forever. And his decision set forward the change 
which has since been and is yet, slowly but certainly, passing 
over the face of the world. 

But if the statesmanship of De Vergennes merits a share of 
commendation, i t  is to be awarded to one trained by a dis- 
cipliue of more than half a century to unweave all the tangled 
threads of the foreign relations of France, the central nation of 
Europe. Not so with the American commissioners. To them 
diplomacy, as a science, was, up to the date when they were 
called to act as representatives of a new power a m o n g t h e  
nations, utterly unknown. Yet, although destined to meet many 
of the ablest i k n  then flourishiugiin Europe, no one can follow 

course of their proceediugs without receiving a vivid impres- 
sion of the great and varied abilities displayed by them in every 
situation in which they were placed. Notwithstanding the 
differences of sentiment, having their sources deep down in 
the peculiarities of their minds ancl hearts, they appear to have 
put them all out of sight in every case involving the interests 
of their common country. Of tlie purity of their patriotism 
there cannot be a shadow of a doubt,. If each of them found a 
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different field for its exercise, i t  was only the better to sustain 
the conclusion to which he arrived with the strength of all. 
The unity of action thus obtained, did not fail of its effect 
upon the British agents who were successively sent out to deal 
with them. Upon every point, on which there was a probability 
of dispute, they were prepared to reason far more vigorously 
than tliose whom they were deputed to meet. And in no case 
did they manifest more of tact and talent than in that for which 
they have been sometimes subject to censure. They succeeded 
in maintaining their own independence without furnisliing the 
least opening for complaint of want of good faith to their ally. 
Even of Air. Adam>, little as he had cause to  be satisfied with 
the treatment he had previously met with from Count de Ver- 
gennes, it was remarked by Mr. Vaughan, in a letter to Lord 
Shclburne, that nothing could be expected from him, friendly 
to Great Britain, which was to be obtained a t  tho expense of the 
alliance with France. As he afterwards significantly remarked, 
ill reply to the rather indiscreet outgiving of George the Third, 
lie had no attachment but to his own country. This was the 
ruling principle of his foreign policy, not merely during this 
period, but throughout his life; and it was maintained under 
still more severe trials, the nature of which will be explained as 
this narrative proceeds. 

When the accounts of the signature of the preliminaries 
arrived in the United States, they were received both in and out 
of congress with general joy, not unrningled with apprehen- 
sions. The terms obtained by the United States were so satis- 
factory as to preclude all possibility of complaint on this score. 
But there were some who clisapprovcd of the vio1:ition of the 
instructions as a breach of good faith towards France, and 
others who, as yet unapprised of all the circumstances attending 
the negotiation, were fearful lest their ministers had fallen upon 
some trap, which might yet be sprung by Groat Britain, and 
destroy a t  once the alliance with France and the pacification. 
The greatest embarrassment seems to have arisen from the 
beparate and secret article, establishing a boundary on the south, 
more or less remote, according to the hands into which the 

- ownership of the - -  Floridas might fall. This article was one, in 
Â¥whic France could claim no interest excepting as the ally of - - 
Spain, and of wliich she conlcl scarcely make a complaint even 111 
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that relation, as no rights of Spain in the tract of land condi- 
tionally ceded were to  be affected. From the abstract of the 
debates, to which this matter gave rise, and in which congress 
divided much in the usual way, it would appear as if the 
anxiety to avert possible consequences from what might be 
stigmatized as rashness in their ministers, was the leading 
motive in their policy. Air. Livingston, with characteristic 
caution, addressed a letter to the president of congress, dwelling 
upon the danger of this secret article as an instrument in the 
hands of Great Britain, and suggesting the adoption of an order 
instructing him to avert the apprehended evils, by commuiiicat- 
ing the article a t  once to the French minister, by directing the 
ministers to agree to the least favorable line of boundary, with- 
out any contingency as to the ownership of the adjacent terri- 
tory, and by disclaiming any validity of the preliminaries unless 
in conjunction with a treaty between Great Britain and France. 
The timidity of this proceeding, in surrendering a considerable 
tract to Spain without any consideration whatever, as well as in 
volunteering a disavowal of a construction to which the nego- 
tiators themselves had never dreamed of giving countenance, 
is its most striking feature. Mr. Madison, amongotliers, showed 
clearly euough, in the debate, that the alarm a t  the secret ar- 
tide, as a violation even of the well-known restrictions on the 
American commissioners, was without just foundation. As Mr. 
Livingston's proposal did not meet with much favor in congress, 
three others were successively offered by different members, Mr. 
Williamson, Mr. Peters, and Mi. Alexander Hamilton, neither of 
which seemed exactly to meet the views of a majority. On 
the other hand, Mr. John Rutledge, of South Carolina, declared 
himself with so much warmth and earnestness against any 
action of the kind a t  all, and the New England members mani- 
fested so general a determination to sustain him, that the 
subject was not then further pressed. The arrival of later 
intelligence dispelled uneasiness as to possible consec~uences, 
so that the question lost its interest, and was forgotten in the 
general congratulations upon the glorious issue of the contest. 

A h .  Livingston, however, anxious not to be wanting in conr- 
tesy to  France by utterly neglecting the remonstrances which 
had at last arrived from that country, and sincere in Iiis own 
belief of their soundness, seized the opportunity of the first dis- 

VOL. I. 34 
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patch to the commissioners to give his sentiments a t  large, and 
to express his dissent from the reasoning upon which they rested 
their separate action. This paper was received by a majority 
of them with not a little indignation. The task of framing a 
reply was devolved npon Mr. Jay, who accordiiigly prepared a 
draft, the substance of which was finally adopted and signed by 
them all. But a portion of the commencement, objected to by 
Dr. Franklin as unnecessary in the existing state of things, was 
stricken ont. Mr. Jay, unwilling to lose it altogether, embodied 
it as a11 expression of his own sentiments in a private letter to 
Air. Livingston, which has been since given to the world in the 
biography written by his son. Another form, proposed by Air. 
Laurens as a substitute for that of Mr. Jay, met with no better 
success, and was also laid aside. But as these suppressed pas- 
s a p s  were deemed of sufficient conseqnencp to be recorded in 
the book kept by the secretary of the commission, together with 
the reason given for not adopting them, it may subserve the 
purpose of completing the evidence of all the movements in 
this most important negotiation, to give them to the world. 
For this reason they are placed in the Appendix to tlie present 
vo1ume.l 

The general pacification was effected by the signature of the 
preliminaries between the three great powers on the 21st of 
January, 1783. But Great Britain, which had demanded a t  
the hands of Lord Shclburne some sort of a peace, was by 110 
means disposed to receive any sort with favor, much less to  
approve that which he was compelled to present. Of the f:ic- 
tions into which parliament was then divided, not one hut 
acknowledged the necessity under which he had acted, yet not 
one was averse to making i t  a cause of reproach to him that 
he had done so. History does not fnrnish an instance of a 
more gross perversion of public professions to private ends 
than this. The remnant of the Rockinghiun Whigs, which hnd 
continued in the cabinet a t  the time of Mr. Fox's resigna- 
tion, now deserted Shelbiirne, so that, when the time came to 
inert parliament, he was left almost without support. It  is 
difficult to find in tlie public policy of that minister any justi- 
fication for the course adopted towards him by all sides. The 

' See Appendix, I?. 
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objection of a serious nature urged against him was a 
personal one, of duplicity in his relations with his colleagues. 
But although his isolated habits gave some color to the accnsa- 
tion, the instance most relied on by Air .  Fox to  establish it, is 
now clearly proved to have been greatly misconceived. He 
certainly was not to blame, in saying nothing of the proposal 
made to him to cede Canada by Dr. Franklin ; a proposal which 
he never manifested any inclination seriously to entertain. Yet 
the experiment served to show tlie impossibility of keeping a 
cabinet together upon his plan of imperfect confidence in its 
head on the part of its members. Lord Shelbnnie was quite 
as jealous of the influence of Fox, as Fox was suspicious of 
him. Yet he brought himself a t  last to offer to Fox, through 
tlie agency of the younger Pitt, a free opening to power. The 
refusal to accept this proposal on any terms short of the removal 
of the chief, was the selfish act which determined the character 
of the rest of Fox's political life. Fearful of a union, in which 
there would have been a general harmony of principles, as 
likely to shut them out for a long time from place, the faction 
of Lord North, on their side, made overtures to their bitterest 
opponents, the Roekingham Whigs, which they, forgetful of 
their own self-respect, and listening only to the promptings of 
their favorite leader, were tempted, in an evil hour, to accept. 
Thus originated the ill-starred coalition, in which Fox began 
by condemning a treaty, the legitimate consequence of his 
own policy whilst a member of the ministry, the mere hesi- 
tation to accept which in its fullest extent by Shelburne had 
been his pretext for deserting i t ;  and in which he ended by 
approving, when he got to be a minister, the very same articles, 
in the shape of a definitive treaty, against which lie made his vie- 
torious assault when offered in the form of preliminarit~s by Shel- 
burne. The extent to which a contemporary age can be biased 
in its j~ulgments by the authority of a man of leading character 
in the political arena, it is almost impossible to measure by any 
standard of abstract morality. There is no more striking in- 
stance of i t  in Euglit'h history, than that of Mr. Fox. But pos- 
terity cannot be so far blinded by such iufluences as  to leave 
uncondemned those great delinquencies of his life, both public 
and private, which forfeit for him the honor of being set 
down as a benefactor of his own generation, or an example 
for imitation by those that are to come. 



C H A P T E R  VIII. 

ILLNISSS I N  EUI~OPE- COMBIEI~CIAI. TKHATIKS-MISSION TO THE COUKT 
O F  GKKAT BRITAIN. 

IMMEDIATELY after the signature of the preliminary articles, 
ill the manner already mentioned, Mr. Adams, in a dispatch to 
Mr. Livingstoii, transmitting t,hem, announced his desire to  
resign all his cmployment~s. The principal objects for which lie 
had consriited to conic to Europe a t  all, liavingbeen accom- 
plislicd, and the definitive treaty being likely to be coinpletcd 
before a reply could relnrn, he felt warranted in asking to be 
released from furt,her service, Congress, however, was in no 
humor to comply with the request,. Ssitisfird with tlie action of 
the commissioners in procuring the pencc~, they were now desir- 
011s to enlist them in the work of snperacldiiiga trcaty of com- 
merce with Great Britain. This idea had taken its rise in :i 

suggestion made by Mr. Aclums hirns~~ll' in a Inter dispatch, 
which lamented the revocation of tlie commission formerly given 
to liirn, and n r p d  a reestablishment of it a t  tins auspicious 
moment, in the hands of one or more of tlie ofliciiil representn- 
t.ives of tlie country, who might be left in Europe. Congress 
adopted it by giving the necessary powers to Messrs. Adams, 
Franklin, and Jay. And the rclecipt of this intelligence cleter- 
mined Mr. Adams to remain, aft,cr the signature of tlie definitive 
treaty. 

Bnt the labors, anxieties, and excitement of the t,rials through 
which he hiid p:issed, liail acted strongly upon his physical 
f r i i m ~ ,  already weakened by one violent fever t8;iken diving his 
residence in EIoll:ind, two yeiirs before. Sc:ircely were the 
necessary dispatches, transmitting t,hc history of the treaty of 
poacc, fairly in ihe li:~nds of Mr. Th:ixter, his sccretsiry, wlio was 
abont to ret'urn home, wlieii lie was brought down sipin, in 
Paris, with a severe illness. Inasmuch as he  has himself given 
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amative of his adventures during the few 
months that ensued, which makes the last of the reminiscences 
supplied by him for the columns of the Bost,on Patriot, and in 
which one or two curious anecdotes are related, it may afford a 
refreshing transition to insert whatever portions of i t  appear to 
be of any interest,. 

c c  Whether the violence of exercise in riding more than a hnn- 
dred miles a day, for so many days together, on my journey to 
Holland, iu a sultry season, or whether the deleterious steams 
of marshes and canals in that country, so pestilential to foreign- 
ers, had filled me wit11 the seeds of disease, -I found myself, on 
my return to Paris, very unwell, and continued in a feeble, 
drooping condition till Air. Thaxter's departure. My disorder 
was, in part, occasioned, perhaps, or a t  least aggravated, by the 
sedentary and inactive life to which I was obliged t,o submit 
after my return from Holland. Travellers ought never to forget 
that,, after a course of long journeys and uncommon exercise, 
their transition to a sedentary life ancl total inactivity ought 
not to be sudden. My duty demanded it of me, as I thought; 
for every moment of time that could be spared from meals and 
sleep was required of me and two clerks, Ah'. Thaxter and Mr. 
Charles Storer, to copy my own papers, and those of Mr. Jay, 
who had 110 clerk or secretary. 

Ah. Thaxter was gone, and I soon fell down in a fever, not 
much less violent than that I had suffered two years before a t  
Amsterdam. Sir James Jay, who had been some time in Paris, 
and had often visited a t  my house, became my physician, and I 
desired no better. The grand Hotel du Hoi, Place tin Carousel, 
where I had apartments, was situated a t  the confluence of so 
many streets, that i t  was a kind of thoroughfare. A constant 
stream of carriages was rolling by it over the pavements for one 
and twenty hours out of the twenty-four. From two o'clock 
to five in the morning there was something like stillness and 
silence, but all the other one and twenty hours was a constant 
roar, like incessant rolls of thunder. When I was in my best 
health, I sometimes thought i t  would kill me; but now, re- 
duced to extreme weakness, ancl burning with a violent fever, 
sleep was impossible. In  this forlorn condition, Air. Thaxter, 
who had been to me a nurse, a physician, and a comforter a t  
Amsterdam, was separated from me forever. My American 

3.1 * z 
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servant, Joseph Stevens, who had been useful to me in Am- 
sterdam, had fallen in love with a pretty English girl, (how 
he came there, I lmow not,) and man-ied her. Consequently 

he left my service, and soon after embarked for America, and 
perished a t  sea; a t  least he has never been heard of since. 
With none but French servants about me, of whom, however, I 
cannot complain, for their kindness, attention, and tenderness 
surprised me, I was in a deplorable condition, hopeless of life 
in that situation. In  this critical and desperate moment, my 
friends all despairing of my recovery in that thoroughfare, Air .  
Barclay offered me apartmentas in his hotel a t  Anteuil, and Sir 
Jtimes Jay thought I might be removed, and advised it. With 
much difficulty it was accomplished. On the 22d of September 
I was removed, and the silence of Anteuil, exchanged for the 
roar of the Carousel, the pure air of a country garden, in place 
of the tainted atmosphere of Paris, procured me some sleep, 
and, with the skill of my physician, gradually dissipated the 
fever, though it left me extremely emaciated and weak. 

"AS I have never found, in the whole course of my life, any 
effectual resource for the preservation of health when enjoyed, 
or the recovery of i t  when lost,, but exercise and simplicity of 
diet, as soon as I had strengt,h, by the assistance of two servants 
to get into my carriage, I rode twice a day in the Bois de 
Bou,logne. When my strength was sufficiently increased, I 
borrowed RIr .  Jay's horse, i. e. my colleague's horse, and gener- 
ally rode twice a day, until I had made myself master of that 

I curious forest. . . . . . 
Lost health is not easily recovered. Neit,her medicine, nor 

diet, nor any thing would ever succeed with me, without exer- 
cise in open air. And although riding in a carriage has brcn 
found of some use, and on horseback still more, yet none of 
these have been found effectual with me in the last resort, but 
walking ; walking four or five miles a day, sometitncs for years 
together, with a patience, resolution, and perseverance, at the 
price of which many persons would think, and I have been 
somet,imes inclined to think, life itself was scarcely worth pur- 
chasing. Not all the skill and kind assiduity of my physician, 
nor all the scrul~nlons care of my regimen, nor all my exercise 
in carriage and on the saddle, was found effectual for the restora- 
tion of my health. Still remaining feeble, emaciated, and lan- 
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guid to a great degree, my physician and all my friends advised 
ine to go to Englancl, ancl to Bath, to drinI< the waters and to 
bathe in them. The English gentlemen politely invited me, 
with apparent kindness, to undertake the journey. 

"But  before I set out, I ought not to forget my physician. 
Gratitude demands that I should remember his benevolence. 
His attendance had been voluntarily assiduous, punctual, and 
uniformly kind and obliging; and his success had been equal to 
his skill in breaking the force of the distemper, and giving me 
a chance of a complete recovery in time. I endeavored to put 
twenty guineas into his hand, but he positively refused to accept 
them. He said the pleasure of assisting a friend and country- 
man in distress, in a foreign country, was reward enough for 
him, and he would have 110 other. I employed all the argu- 
ments and persuasions with him in my power, a t  least to receive 
the purchase of his medicines. He said he had used no medi- 
cines but such as he had found in my house among my little 
stores, and peremptorily and finally refused to receive a farthing 
for any thing. 

' A s  my health, though still very feeble, was now thought 
sufficient to bear the journey, on Monday, the 20th of October, 
1783, I set out, with -my son and one servant, on a journey 
to London. . . . . . . 

" The post-boy (who, upon asking where I would be carried, 
was answered ' to the best inn in London, for all are alike un- 
known to me,') carried us to the Adelphi buildings in the 
Strand. Whether it was the boy's cunning, or whether i t  was 
mere chance, 1 know not, but I found myself in a street wliich 
was marked John's Street. The postilion turned a corner, and I 
was in Adam's Street. He turned another corner, and I was in 
John Aclani's Street ! I thought, surely we are arrived in Fairy 
land. How can all this be ? 

"Arrived at Osborne's Adelphi Hotel, and having engaged 
convenient apartn~ents, which was all I desired, and as much as  
my revenues could command, I inquired of Mr. Osborne, our 
landlord, about the oddity of meeting my own name in all the 
streets about his house. I was informed that the Adelphi Hotel 
and all the streets ancl buildings about it had been planned ancl 
executed by two architects by the usune of Adams, two brothers 
from Scotland, the name of the oldest of whom was John, both 
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under the protection and probably the support of the great Earl 
of I)!Iansfield; that the hotel and many other of the buildings 
were elevated to a height i n  the air, so that the rooms for stables, 
stores and cellars, apparently under ground, were more spacious 
and capacious tlian all the buildings above ground; and that 
the elder brother, John Adams, had been permitted by Lord 
Mansfield to give his own name to all the streets he had erected, 
and the name of the Aclclphi, the brothers, to  the hote1.l 

ic I was not longat  the Adelphi, but soon removed to private 
lodgings, which, by the way, were ten times more public, and 
took apartments a t  Mr. Stoclcdale's, in Piccadilly, where Mr. 
Laurens had lately lodged before me. Here I had a great op- 
portnnity of learning (for Dr. Brett was a t  the next door) tlie 
state of the current literature of London. I will not enlarge 
upon this subject a t  present, if ever. I found i t  exactly similar 
to what I had seen in Paris. The newspapers, the magazines, 
the reviews, the daily panlphlets were all in tlie hands of hire- 
lings, men of no character. I will sum up all upon this snb- 
ject in the words of one of the most active and extensive 
among the printers and booksellers to me. Sir,' said he, the 
men of learning are all stark mxd. There arc in  this city a t  
least one hundred men of tlie best education, the best classical 
students, the most accomplisl~ecl writers, any one of whom I can 
hire for one guinea a day to go into my closet and write for me 
whatever I please, for or against any man or any cause. It  is 
indifferent to them whether they write pro or core.' These were 
the men, both in Paris and London, who preached abont the 
progress of reason, the improvements of society, the liberty, 
equality, fraternity, and the rights of man. They made their 
cxperimc-nt in France, and came very near it i n  England, IIol- 
land, Germany, Switzerland, Geneva, and, indeed, in all the 
rest of Europe. It is no wonder that so many of them con- 
cnrrecl wit11 Tacitus and Quintilian, in avowingtl~eir doubts 
whether the world was governed by blind chance or eternal 
fate. If they'had not discarded a much better and more divine 
philosophy, they would never have reduced the world to this 
anarchy and chaos. 

' There were four brothers instead of two ; a street was named for each of 
them. The surname was Adam. 
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LC Curiosity prompted me to trot about London as fast as 
good horses, in a decent carriage, could carry me. I was intro- 
duced, by Air. Hartley, on a merely ceremonious visit,, to  the 
Duke of Portland, Mr. B~ulie, and Mr. Fox; but finding nothing 
but ceremony there, I did not ask favors or receive any thing 
but cold formalities from ministers of state or ambassadors. I 
found that our American painters had more influence a t  court 
to procure all the favors I wanted, t,han all of t,hem. Mr. West 
asked of their Majesties permission to show me and Mr. Jay 
the originals of the great productions of his pencil, such as 
Wolf, Bayard, Epaminondas, Regulus, kc., which were all clis- 
played in the queen's palace, called Buckingham House. The 
gracious answer of the kingand queen was, that he might show 
us t8he whole house." Accordingly, in the absence of the royal 
family a t  Windsor, we had an opportunity, a t  leisure, to see all 
the apartments, even to the queen's bedchamber, with all its 
furniture, to her Majesty's German bible, which attracted my 
attention as ranch as any thing else. The king's library struck 
me with admiration. I wished for a week's time, but had but 
a few hours. The books were in perfect order, elegant in their 
editions, paper, binding, kc., but gaudy and extravagant in 
nothing. They were chosen with perfect taste ancl judgment ; 
every book that a king ought to have always a t  hand, and so 
far as  I could examine and could be supposed capable of judg- 
i n s  none other. Maps, charts, kc., of all his dominions in the 
four quarters of the world, and models of every fortress in his 
empire. 

u In every apartment of the whole house, the same taste, the 
same judgment, the same elegance, the same simplicity, without 
the smallest affectation, ostentation, profusion, or meanness. I 
could not but compare it, in my own mind, with Versailles, and 
not a t  all to the advantage of the latter. I could not help corn- 
paring i t  with many of the gentlemen's seats which I had seen 
in France, England, and even Holland. The interior of this 
palace was perfect. The exterior, both in ext,ent, cost, and 
appearance, was far inferior not only to Versailles ancl the seats 
of the princes in France, but to the country houses of many of 
the nobility and gentry of Great Britain. The truth is, a min- 
ister can at  any time obtain from parliament a hundred millions 
to support any war, just or unjust, in which he chooses to 
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involve the nation, much more easily than lie can procure one 
million for the decent accommodation of the court. W e  gazed 
a t  tlie great original paintings of our immortal coniihyman, 
Wcst, with more delight than on the very celebrated pieces of 
Vandyke and Rubens, and with admiration not less t h u  that 
inspired by the cartoons of Raphael. 

LC Air. Coploy, smother of my countrymen, with whom I had 
been much longer acquainted, and who liad obtained, without 
so much royal protection, a reputation not less glorious, and 
that by studies and labors not less masterly in his art, procured 
me, and that from the great Lord Mansfield, a place in the 
House of Lords, to hear tlie king's speech a t  the opening of 
parliament, and to witness the introduction of the Prince of 
Wales, then arrived a t  the age of twenty-one. One circuin- 
stance, a striking example of the vicissitudes of life and the 
whimsical :~ntithcses of politics, is too precious for its moral to 
be forgotten. Standing in the lobby of the House of Lords, 
surrounded by a hundred of the first people of the kingdom, Sir 
Francis Molineux, the gentleman usher of the black rod, ap- 
peared suddenly in  the room with his long staff, :md roared out, 
with a very loud voice : ' Where is Mr. Aclams, Lord Mansfield's 
friend?' I frankly avowed myself Lord Mansfield's friend, and 
was politely conducted, by Sir Francis, to my place. A gentle- 
man said to me the next day:  ' How short a time has passed 
since I heard that same Lord Msinsfield siiy. in that same House 
of Lords, My Lords, if you do not kill him, he will kill you.' 
Mr. West said to me that this was one of the finest finishings 
in the picture of American Independcnce. 

" Pope had given me, when a boy, an affection for Murray. 
When in  the study and practice of the law, my admiration of 
the learning, talents, and eloquence of Mansfield had been con- 
stantly increasing, though some of his opinions I could not ap- 
prove. His politics in American affairs I had alwiiys detested. 
But now I found more politeness and good-humor in him than 
in Richmond, Camden, Bnrke, or Fox. 

If my business had been travels, I might write a book. But  
I must be as brief as possible. 

1 This remark, applied to tlie Americans generally, was made at tlie begin- 
ning of the s t r u ~ g l ~ ,  20 -December, 1775. Lord Campbell's Life of ^Mansfield, 
in Lives of the C/iief Justices of England, vol. ii. p. 499. 
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I visited Sir Ashton Lever's museum, where was a wonder- 
ful collection of natural ancl artificial curiosities from all parts 
and quarters of the globe. Here I saw again that collection of 
American birds, insects, and other rarities, which I had so often 
seen before at  Norwalk, in Connecticut, collected and preserved 
by Mr. Arnold, and sold by him to Governor Tryoil for Sir 
Ashton. Here, also, I saw Sir Ashton and some other knights, 
his friends, practising the ancient, but, as I thought, long for- 
gotten art of archery. In his garden, with their bows and ar- 
rows, they hit as small a mark and a t  as great a distance as any 
of our sharp-shooters could have done with their rifles. 

" I visited, also, Air. Weclgwoocl's manufactory, and was not 
less delighted with the elegance of his substitute for porcelain, 
than with his rich collection of nten'iils and furniture from the 
ruins of Herculaueum, bearing incontestable evidence, in their 
forms and figures, of the taste of the Greeks ; a nation that seems 
to have existed for the purpose of teaching the arts, and furnish- 
ing models to all mankind of grace and beauty in the mechanic 
arts, no less than in statuary, architecture, history, oratory, and 
poetry. 

' The nlanufactory of cut glass, to which some gentlemen 
introduced me, did as much honor to the English as the mirrors, 
the Sbvres china, or the Gobelin tapestry of Frauce. I t  seemed 
to be the art of transmuting glass into diamonds. 

" Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's, the Exchange, and other 
public buildings did not escape my attention. I made an ex- 
cursion to Richmond Hill to visit Governor Pownall and Mr. 
Penn, but had not time to visit Twickenham. The grotto and 
the quincunx, the rendezvous of Swift, Bolingbroke, Arbuthnot, 
Gay, Prior, and even the surly Johnson and the haughty War- 
burton, will never be seen by me, though I ardently desired it. 

fi I went to Windsor, and saw the castle and its apartments, 
ancl enjoyed its vast prospect. I was anxiously shown the 
boasted chambers where Count Tallard, the captive of the Duke 
of Marlborough, had been confined. I visited the terrace and 
the environs; and, what is of more importance, I visited the 
Eaton school. And if I had been prudent enough to negotiate 
wit11 my friend West, I doubt not I might have obtained per- 
mission to see the queen's lodge. But as the solicitation of 
these little favors requires a great deal of delicacy and many 



'' My health was very little improved by the exercise I lia 

, Bath were still represented to me as an almost certain resource 
I shall take no notice of men or things o 
not been twenty minutes a t  the hotel in Bat 
friend and relation, Mr. John Boylston, called upon me, and dine 
with me. After dinner he was polite enough to walk with m 
about the town, showed me tlie Crescent, tl 
the card rooms, the assembly rooms, the 
objects about which I had little more curiosity than about the 
bricks and pavements. The baths, and the accommodations for , 

using the waters, were reserved for an 
that, day arrived, I received dispatches from 
don, and from Amsterdam, informing 
congress, by Ah'. Morris, for money to be t 
through the house of Le Couteulx, at Paris, and through the 

I Havana, to Philadelphia, together wit,h the bills drawn in favor 
of individuals in France, England, and Holland, had exhausted 
all my loan of t,he last summer, which had cost me s o  much - 
fatigue and ill healt,h; t,hat an immense flock of new bills had 
an-ivecl, drawn in favor of Sir George B 

\ 
Baring, I forget which, of London, an 
that these bills had been already prese 
lion-accept,ance ; and that they must be 
for non-payment, unless I returned imm 
and could be fortunate enough to obtain 
my bankers gave me very faint hopes. 

' 1  It  was winter. My health was very 
and voyage to Holland a t  that season won 
an end to my labors. I scarcely saw a 
it. Nevertheless, 110 man knows what 11 

A few moments reflection determined 111 
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little hope of getting the money, having experienced so many 
difficulties before, yet making the attempt and doing all in my 
power would discharge my own conscience, and ought to satisfy 
my responsibility to the public. I returned to London, ancl from 
thence repaired to Harwieh. Here we found the packet de- 
tained by contrary winds and a violent storm. Detained in a 
very uncomfortable i m ,  ill accommodated and worse provided, 
I and my son, without society and without books, wore away 
three days of ennvi, not a little chagrined with the unexpected 
interruption of our visit to England, and the disappointment 
of our journey to Bath ; and not less anxious on account of our 
gloomy prospects for the future. 

c 6  On the fourth day, the wind having veered a little, we were 
summoned on board the packet. With great difficulty she 
turned the point and gained the open sea. In this channel, on 
both sides the island of Great Britain, there is, in bad weather, 
a tremulous, undulating, turbulent kind of irregular tumbling sea 
that disposes men more to the mal de mer than even the surges 
of the Gulf Stream, which are more majestic. The pai-seugers 
were all a t  extremities for ahnost the whole of the three days 
that we were struggling with stormy weather and beating 
against contrary winds. The captain and his men, worn out 
with fatigue and want of sleep, despaired of reaching Helvoet 
Sluys, and determined to land us in the island of Goree. W e  
found ourselves, upon lauding, on a desolate +ore, we knew 
not where. A fisherman's hut was all the building we could 
see. There we were told it was five or six miles from the town 
of Goree. The man was not certain of the distance, but it was 
not less than four miles, nor more than six. No kind of con- 
veyance could be had. I11 n ~ y  weak state of health, rendered 
more impotent by bad nourishment, want of sleep, and wasting 
sickness on board the packet, I thought it almost impossible 
that in that severe weather I could walk through ice and snow 
four miles before I could find rest. As has been said before, 
human nature never knows what it can endure before i t  tries 
the experiment. My young companion was in fine spirits ; his 
gayety, activity, and attention to me increased as difficulties 
multiplied, and I was determined not to despair. I walked on 
with caution ancl moderation, and survived much better than 
could have been expected, till we rcached the town of Goree. 

VOL. 1. 35 
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When we had rested and refreshed ourselves a t  the inn, "we 
made inquiries concerning our future route. It  was pointed 
out to us, and we found we must cross over the whole island 
of Goree, then cross the arm of the sea to the island of Over 
Flackee, and run the whole length of that island to the point 
from whence the boats pass a very wide arm of the sea, to the 
continent, five or six miles from Hclvoet Slnys. 

" But we were told that the rivers and arms of the sea were 
all frozen over, so that we could not pass them but upon the 
ice, or in ice boats. Inquiring for a carriage of some kind or 
other, we were told that the place afforded none better, and, 
indeed, none other than boor's wagons. That this word boor 
may not give oftence to  any one, it is necessary to say that it 
signifies no more in Dutch than peasant in Fi'iince, or country- 
man. husbandman, or farmer in America. Finding no easier 
vehicle, we ordered a wagon, horses, and driver to be engaged 
for us, and departed on our journey. Our carriage had no 
springs to support, nor cushions to soften, the seats. On hard 
benches, in a wagon fixed to the axletree, we were trotted and 
jolted over tlie roughest road you can well imagine. The soil 
upon these islands is a stiff clay, and in  rainy weather becomes 
as soft and miry as  mortar. In this state they had been trod- 
den by horses, and cut into deep nits by wagon wheels, when 
a. budden change of the weather had frozen them as hard as  
rocks. Over this bowling green we rolled, or rather hopped 
and skipped, twelve miles in the island of Goree, and I know 
not how many more in Over Flackee, till we arrived a t  tlie 
inn a t  the ferry, where we again put up. Here we were 
obliged to wait several days, because the boats were all on the 
other side. The pains of waiting for a passage were much 
alleviated here by the inexpressible delight of rest, after such 
violent agitations by sea and land, by good fires, warm rooms, 
comfortable beds, and wholesome Dutch clieur. And all tliese 
\verc made more agreeable by the society of a young English 
gentleman, not more than twenty, who, happening to come to 
the inn, and finding we had the best room and tlie best fire, came 
in, iiiid very modestly and respectfully requested to sit with us. 
W e  reiidily consented, and soon found ourselves very huppy in 
Ins company. He was cheerful, gay, witty, perfectly well bred, 
and the best acquainted with English literature of any youth of 
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his age I ever knew. The English classics, English history, 
and all the English poets were familiar t o  him. He breakfasted, 
dined, supped, and, in short, lived with us, and we could not be 
dull, and never wanted conversation while we stayed. As I 
never asked his name or his history, I cannot mention either. 

" W e  were obliged to Bid high for a passage, and promise 
them whatever they demanded. Signals were made, and at 
last an ice-boat appeared. An ice-boat is a large ferry-boat, 
placed and fastened on runners. W e  embarked early in the 
morning. The passage is very wide over this arm of the 
sea. W e  were rowed in the water till we came to the ice, 
when tlie skipper and his men, to the number of eight or ten, 
perhaps, leaped out upon the ice, and hauled the boat up after 
them, when the passengers were required to get out and walk 
upon the ice, while the boatmen dragged the boat upon her run- 
ners. Presently, they would come to a spot where tlie ice was 
thin and brittle, when all would give way, and down went the 
boat into the water. The men were so habituated to this ser- 
vice that they very dexterously laid hold of the sides, ancl leaped 
into the boat; then thvy broke away the thin ice till the boat 
came to a. part thick enongh for the passengers to leap in, when 
the men broke away tlie thin ice forward, and rowed the boat 
ill the water till she came to a place again strong enough to 
bear, when all must diseinbark again, and march men and boat 
upon the ice. How many times we were obliged to embark 
and disembark, in the course of the voyage, I know not, but we 
were all clay and till quite night in making the passage. The 
weather was cold; we were all frequently we t ;  I was chilled 
to the heart, and looked, I suppose, as I felt, like a withered 
old worn-out carcase. Our polite skipper frequently eyed me, 
ancl said he pitied the old man. When we got ashore, he said 
he must come and take the old man by tlie hand and wish him 
a safe journey to the Hagne. He was sorry to sec that I was 
in such bad health, and suffered so much as lie h;id observed 
upon tlie passage. He had done every thing in his power, and 
so had his men, to make i t  easy and expeditions ; but they could 
do no better. This I knew to be true. W e  parted very p o d  
friends, well satisfied with each other. I had given them what 
they very well loved, and they h:~d done their best for me. 

a I am weary of my journey, and shall hasten to its, close. 1 
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No carriage was to be had, and 110 person was to be seen. But, 
by accident, a boor came along with an empty wagon. W e  
offered him any thing he would ask to take us to the Briel. 
Arrived there, we obtained a more convenient carriage, but the 
weather was so severe, and the roads so rough that we had a 
very uncomfortable journey to the Hague. Here I was a t  home 
in the Hotel des  tats Unis, but could not indulge myself. 
My d ~ ~ t y  lay at  Amsterdain, a~nong undertakers ai~cl brokc~s, 
'with very faint hopes of success. I was, however, successful 
beyond my most sanguine expectations, and obtained a loan of 
millions enough to prevent all the bills of congress from being 
protested for non-payment, and to preserve our credit in Europe 
for two or three years longer, after which another desperate 
draft of bills from congress obliged me once more to go over 
from England to Holland to borrow money. I succeeded also 
in that ; which preserved our credit till my return to-America, in 
1788, and till the new government came into operation and 
found itself rich enough. 

'' Here ends the very rough and uncouth detail of my voyages, 
journeys labors, perils, and sufferings under my commissions 
for making peace with Great Britain. 

" I had ridden on horseback often to congress, over roads and 
across ferries, of which the present generation have no idea; 
and once, in 1777, in the dead of winter, from Braintree to Balti- 
more, five hundred miles, upon a trotting horse, as Dean Swift 
boasted that he had clone, or could do. I had been three days 
in the Gulf Stream, in 1778, in a furious hurricane and a storin 
of thunder and lightning, which struck down o1u men upon 
deck, and cracked our mainmast; when the oldest officers and 
stoutest seamen stood aghast, a t  their last prayers, dreading 
every moment that a butt would start, and all perish. I had 
crossed the Atlantic, in 1779, in a leaky ship, with perhaps four 
linndrecl men on board, who wore sci~rcely able, with two large 
pumps going all the twenty-four hours, to keep water from filling 
the hold, in hourly danger, for twenty clays together, of fonnder- 
i n s  at  sea, I had passed the mountains in Spain, in the winter, 
among ice and snow, partly on mule-back and partly on foot; 
yet I never suffered so much in any of these situations as in 
that jaunt from Bath to Amsterdam, in January, 1784. Nor 
did any of tliohe adventures ever do such hinting injurirs to my 
health. I never got over it tin my return home, in 1788." 
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Among the singular coincidences which occurred in the life 
of Mr. Aclams, down to its very close, that which is alluded to in 
the preceding ren~iniscence is deserving to be dwelt upon for a 
moment. He came to England, for the first time, in no official 
capacity, but merely as a visitor, for the sake of his health. 
Here lie saw the Duke of Portland, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, 
in the short-lived enjoyment of office through the coalition, 
whom he found shy of acknowledging much acquaintance with 
the triumphant rebels; whilst, on the other hand he, one of 
the most distinguished of them, was indebted to the inter- 
ference of a refugee for the privilege of being admitted by the 
Tory, Lord Mansfield, to witness the confession made to his 
parliament and people by George the Third himself, that he 
had made a treaty of peace with the colonies no longer, but 
now tlie independent States of North America. How different 
must have been the feelings of the two persons most deeply 
interested in the scene; the sovereign, who felt that he had 
lost the brightest jewel of his crown, and whose instinctive 
pride, rather than his forecast, taught him that he was marking 
the epoch of culmination i11 the fortunes of Britain ; and tlie 
subject, a t  first reluctantly drawn in to resistance, but impelled 
by his sense of injustice, a t  every personal sacrifice, to under- 
take a part of the gigantic task of calling a new empire into 
being, and, once undertaken, to follow i t  up, in the face of every 
discouragement, with a soul undaunted by the comminations 
lanced against him as a traitor, who could securely occupy a 
place in the heart of Britain's proudest assembly, in the very 
presence of the monarch, to hear him confess to the world that 
he had thrown away an empire. And instead of dishonoring 
the humble name of his American auditor, that name was 
henceforth to go out indelibly graven by his act upon the list of 
those who, by upholding fundamental principles at  critical ino- 
ments, originate the beneficial movements of the world ! 

The reckless and hap-hazard manner in which the financial 
officers of congress continued to overdraw the accounts of their 
bankers in Europe, had once more placed the credit of the United 
States at  Amsterdam in the utmost jeopardy. It was the an- 
o u c e m e n t  of i f s  fact, made to Mr. Adams by Messrs. Willink 
and others, the undertakers of the former loan, which liad called 
him from London, to undertake, in the dead of winter, the 

35 * 
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journey to Amsterdam described in the preceding extract. On 
his first arrival lie seems to have entertained no hope of being 
able to raise further means in season to meet the approaching 
liabilities. The United Stutcs had shown few signs of restora- 
lion from the exhaustion consequent upon the war, or of 
energy in n'ora;aniziiig their finances. Neither did their prac- 
tice, of drawing a t  random, recommend itself to  the shrewd 
and careful habits of the Dutch. It is not too much to say 
that, had the operation been then to begin, scarcely any house 
would have been found daring enough to undertake it. But  
in the lucky moment of confidence inspired by the snccessful 
issue of the struggle, one loan had been taken up. This 
created in the creditors a new and strong class of motives to 
maintiun, if possible, the solvency of the debtor State, and in 
the undertakers to exert thcinselves to persuade them to come 
to their aid. As a consequence, propositions for a new loan 
were started, varying from the okl one only in the lens advan- 
tugeous terms obtained by the United Stsitcs. Under the cir- 
cumstances, nothing could be expected for a country which had 
placed itself so rashly a t  the mercy of its creditors, to have i t  
from mercantile dishonor, better than that it should be made to 
pay a price for its improvidence. Mr. Adams, finding himself 
reduced to the painful dilemma of suffering the bills to be pro- 
tested or of accepting the terms offered, very wisely decided for 
the hitter. For this and all his services of the same kind in 
Holland, as well before as afterwards, by ine:ins of which the 
United Slates were carried through the period of social disor- 
gaiiixation that intervened between the peace and the eslab- 
liahment of the federal constitution, Mr. Adams received the 
repeated thanks of Mr. Morris and his successors in the direction 
of the filliii~ee~. 

Whilst thus engagcd in Holland, Frederick the Second, of 
Prussia, who h:id not been an inattentive observer of the course 
of events, directed his minister at the Hague to make overtures 
to Sir. Adnins for the negotiation of a treaty of commerce. 
r~ I his proposal, so complimentary in its nature, was eonlially 

received by him, though he had 110 powers to treiit. With this 
iindt~rst:indiiiq and the assent of his colleagues in Europe, the 
form of the treaty just entered into with Sweden, by the :igency 
of Dr. Franklin, was traii~inittecl for the consideration of the 
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king as a suitable basis of negotiation. The monarch soon 
returned it with but one or two material changes, drawn up by 
his own hand. After passing forward and backward once or 
twice, the plan was finally agreed upon and transmitted to eon- 
gress for their approval. That body, however, had already 
established a new commission, by virtue of which Mr. Adams, 
Dr. Franklin, and BIr. Jefferson, who was sent out to take the 
place of Mr. Jay, were empowered to negotiate treaties of com- 
merce with any and all foreign powers who should be clinpoaecl 
to enter into them. And on them the duty was devolved of 
continuing the Prussian ilegotiation upon a basis somewhat 
altered from that agreed upon in Europe. 

Thus it was that Mr. Adams found himself engaged in new 
labors, that might extend his residence abroad for an indefinite 
time. How he might have welcomed this under other cir- 
cumstances, is uncertain. Happily he had written out to 
America directions to Mrs. Adams, inrcase of any such event, 
to come out, with his only daughter, and join him, which she 
accordingly did during tlie summer of 1784. Her arrival 
completely altered the face of his affair". He forgot the ten 
years of almost constant separation which had taken place, 
and became reconciled at once to a longer stay abroad. No 
man depended more than he upon the tranquil enjoyments of 
home for his happiness. He took the house a t  Autenil, to 
which he had been removed in the preceding year for recovery 
from his illness, and returned to a state of life placid and 
serene. The anxieties and responsibilities, which had so long 
and so severely pressed upon him in his public life, were all 
removed. His country was tree, and his mind was not so 
absorbed in what remained of his public avocations as  to be 
closed against the impressions to be received from the neigh- 
borhood of the most refined, brilliant, and i ~ ~ t e l l e ~ t ~ l i i l  community 
in the world. Paris was just then in that stage of transition from 
the old to the new, which is iqt to quicken whatever there 
may be of sprightly in society, without having yet materially 
impaired its stability. Lirerature and philosophy had become 
the rage even in fashionable circles. And the flippant ridicule 
of all things, sacred and profane, of which Voltaire had set a 
fascinating example, had supplied in zest what was subtracted 
from the dignified proprieties of ancient France. Mr. Adams 
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saw something of the literary men of tlie day, of Marinontel, 
\^ and Raynal, and De AIal~ly, and he became quite intimate with -- - 

the Abbes Chalut ancl Arnoiix, and Count Sarsfield, men who 
lived for society, and who were fully able to open to him a 
view of its springs, ordinarily little obvious to  foreigners. De- 
riving great enjoyment as he unquestionably did from these 
opportunities, his quick sagacity was not however less active 
in determining for himself the question, how far the nation he 
saw before him would be fitted for any other form of govern- 
ment than the one they had. From the opinion then formed 
lie never changed through all the later vicissitudes which made 
the maintenance of it sometimes of serious import to himself. 
The lapse of three quarters of a centnry, during which almost 
every variety of experiment has been tried without success. has 
thus far only proved the correctness of his judgment. 

The commissioners assembled, for the first time, for the traus- 
action of b~isiness, at Paris, 011 the 30th of A ~ i g ~ ~ s t ,  1784, and 
they immediately adopted the requisite measures to apprise the 
representatives of the different maritime nations residingiin 
Paris, of the nature and extent of their powers. Favorable 
answers were received from several goveruments ; bnt Frederick 
the Second seems to have beeu the only sovereign who pros- 
eeuted the object with eaniestness. Besides the continual 
exchange of official dispatches, touching the details of the prc 
posed treaty, Baron de Thulemeier miuntaiued his friendly 
private communications with Mr. Achims as  the individual 
through whom the overture had first been made, and t h r o ~ g h  
whom he eonld best obtain the modifications his sovereiqii had 
a t  heart. Much time elapsed before all the triflil~g points of 
difference were adjusted, and in the interval Mr. Adams had 
been transferred to another scene, so that lie was unable to 
meet the wishes of the worthy barou, to have the last act, the 
signature of the papers, executed on the same spot and by the 
same persons under whose auspices the first had been com- 
menced. This treaty is sufficiently remarkable to merit to be 
distinguished from every other yet made. Free trade, frt~eclom 
of neutrals, respect for individual property of enemies a t  sea, the 
abolition of privateering, ancl the limitation over the power to 
confiscate contraband of war, were new and bold steps in the 
progress of interuational civilization. Much of the honor of 
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the suggestions designed to alleviate the ferocity of warfare is 
clue to the original mind of Dr. Franklin. But, as Mr. Adams 
justly remarks, the lesson which they furnish to mankind will 
derive its greatest force from the fact that they were adopted 
by t,he hero of the seven years' war. 

It  must be conceded that as  yet the laid down 
have met with little response from the philanthropic ardor of 
the world. But in the progress of mankind the vicissitucles 
of nations play an important part. And Great Britain, which 
for a time formed the great obstacle to the improvement of the 
maritime law, has latterly shown a spirit auguring better things. 
The signature of the treat,y was followed by a period, in which, 
instead of softening the harshness of the ancient rules, it seemed 
as if all restraints upon the passions of men had lost their force. 
Slowly does the statesman of any age resist the tendency of 
his position to fix skepticism in the possibility of any good. 
The hard realities of mortal conflict repel the gentle moni- 
t,ions of charity and brotherly love, as wild dreams of t,he 
enthusiast. And, what is worse, the hand which has grown 
to wield a giant's strength, directs its power in a very different 
spirit from that which guided it in the weakness of infancy. 
Unfortunately the United States, a t  the time when they ex- 
eeuted this treaty, were in a situation in which its provisions, 
if generally adopted, would have effectually protected their in- 
terests from the haughty domination of the sea, assumed by 
their ancient mistress. Hence their philanthropy was not wholly 
free from suspicion of incidental benefit to ensue to themselves. 
Time has altered this. The nation lias now attained a great 
stature. It yet remains to be seen whether, in its mature vigor, 
i t  will adhere to a policy which shall protect the weak against 
it, as i t  sought to be protected against the strong, and, by 
voluntarily setting bounds to its ability to do mischief, furnish 
a real example of disinteresteclness and magnanimity, for the 
benefit of all futurity. 

It has been remarked that this time was to  Mr. Adams one 
of the periods of his life of the most unmixed enjoyment. With 

I his wife, his eldest son, John Quiney, then just rising into a 
youth of the greatest promise, and a daughter in whom anybody 
would have felt a pride, about him, near the society of a culti- 

his official position gave him free 
A 2 
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admission, he had little to do but to enjoy the day as i t  
passed, heedless of the morrow. Some little notion of his way 
of life may be gathered from the fresh and sprightly letters of 
Airs. Adams, addressed, during this time, to her friends and 
relatives a t  home, which have been already given to the world. 
He was not, however, reserved for satiety in this enjoyment. 
On the 24th of February, 1785, congress, not insensible of the 
injury committed by the revocation of his former commission, 
elected him to the post of Envoy to the court of St. James's. 
The position was interesting and important. Count de Ver- 
gennes observed to him, that it was a marking event, to be 
the first representative of his country to that which had been 
its sovereign. The Duke of Dorset, then the British ambas- 
sador a t  Paris, remarked to him, that a he would be stared a t  a 
great deal." Trifles indicate character. Without going the 
length of De Retz, in his judgment pronounced upon Ciirilinal 
Cliigi, it will not be unsafe in this instance to measure the 
relative stature of those two men by this single specimen. Air.  
Adams, on the other hand, saw in the result not simply a post 
of honor, but likewise a position of heavy responsibility. 

In  May of this year (1785) he transferred himself and his 
family to the other side of the cl~annel, pwpiired to undertake 
the new duties to which he had been appointed. The first thing 
to be done was to  go through the ceremony of presentation to the 
sovcroign ; to stand face to face with the man, whom he had for 
the first forty years of his life habitually regarded as hifa inaster, 
and who never ceabed to regard him, and the rest of his comi- 
trymcn, as  no better than successful rebels ag'iiinst his legitimate 
authority. I n  his dispatch to Mr. Jay, then secretary of foreign 
nflairs, Mr. Adams has left a very interesting account of this 
meeting. That  paper is inserted, in its place, in another part 
of this work, so that its repetition here is needless. It is not 
difficult to conceive the varying and opposite en2otions by 
which the parties must have been agitated. On the one side 
was the king, whose life was one resolute effort to mniutain 
Ilia will 'above all opposition, until his nervous structure sunk 
under the strngglc. Never reconciled to failure, never yielding 
cheerfully to defeat, never abandoning a conviction, he was now 
condemned to the bitter mortificiition of recognizing an insur- 
gent, whom he thought a traitor, as the representative of a 
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1 
country, the defection of which was, in his eyes, the great 
calamity of his reign. On the other side was a man with a 
will quite as stern, with opinions quite as  deeply rooted, and 
an energy of execution far more vigorous, all however subordi- 
nated, at the moment, to the sense of a necessity of uniting 
a suitable deference to the monarch with the dignity becoming 
the representative of an equal power, so far as neither to offend 
Great Britain nor t o  degrade the United States. This delicate 
task was to be executed, too, in the home of George the Third, 
where every one around was a courtier sympathizing with his 

I 
master's mortification, and curious rather than concerned as to 
the mode in which the rebel might acquit himself. The Duke 
of Dorset knew his countrymen well when he predicted their 
stare, but there is a discrimination even in that, which a t  all 
courts is apt to depend upon the presumed temper of the 
ruler. 

I 
All this, however, was outside of the conference, no witness 

to which was admitted, excepting Lord Carmarthen, the official 
secretary of foreign affairs. The addresses are reported only by 
Mr. Adams. That made by himself, as  he admits, with visible 
agitation, though concise, appears extremely appropriate. It is 
conciliatory in spirit, without betraying any sense of inferiority ; 
holding out a hand as to a friend, and not to a patron. George 
the Third was not quite so successful. He betrayed that he 
had learned something of Air. Adams's lack of good will to 
the French court; and this impression, confirmed by the words 
of civility to  himself as well as the allusion to ancient ties, 
appears to have raised in his mind an implication which the 
terms of the address itself did not justify. The difficulty was 
increased by the few sentences afterwards spoken to Mr. Adams. 
They made his position very delicate. It was of the utmost 
consequence to escape the imputation even of acquiescing in 
any idea derogatory to  the impartial attitude of his countrymen 
as well as to his own, whilst it was equally important to 
avoid appearing to slight a civility. Mr. Adams extricated 
himself with great presence of mind. Apparently falling in 
Â¥wit the sense of the king's language, he nevertheless added the 
significant words : I must avow to your Majesty, I have no 
attachment but to my own country." They naturally harmo- 
nized with the rectitude of George's character as a British 
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statesman, and therefore brought from his heart the immediate 
reply: "An honest man will never have any other." I n  this 
sense two more accordant minds were not to be found in the 
broad surface of both hemispheres. The meeting fitly termi- 
nated here. Seldom has i t  happened, with the empty cere- 
mouials of court presentation, that the individualities of the 
respective actors have signified so much. 

But although George the Third had submitted wit11 dignity 
to  tlie painful neccssity of this conference, i t  was a sacrifice 
attended with no permanently favorable result either to America 
or to Mr. Adams. The Revolution and all connected with it 
was an unpleasant topic to which he never voluntarily turned 
his attention. The band of king's friends, for which his reign 
is memorable in the British constitutional history, was sure to  
reflect the color of his opinions so long as he held the reins. 
Hence the obvious wisdom of conciliating the young and rising 
nation 011 the other side of tlie Atlantic was forgotten, and the 
error of supercilious neglect was preferred. Throughout the 
whole political history of Great Britain this marked fault may 
be traced in its relations with foreign nations, but i t  never 
showed itself in more striking colors than during the first half 
century after tlie independence of the United States. The effects 
of the mistake then committed have been perceptible ever 
since. Sir. Jefferson, who soon joined Mr. Adams in London, 
for the purpose of carrying out, in the case of the British 
government, Hie powers vested in the commission to negotiate 
commercial treaties, has left his testimony of the treatment he 
met with a t  court. The kingtiirned his back upon the Amer- 
ican L-omtnissioners, a hint which, of course, w s  not lost upon 
the circle of his subjects in attendance. Who  can measure the 
extent of the influence which even so trifling an insult at this 
mon~ent  may have had in modifying the later opinions of the 
two men who were subjected to i t ?  And ill view of their sub- 
sequent career in the United States, who can fail to see how 
much those opinions liiive done to give to America the impres- 
sions respecting Great Britain that have prevailcd down to 
this clay? Often has it happened that the caprices of men in 
the highest stations have produced more serious effects upon 
the welfare of millions than the most elaborate policy of the 
"wisest statesmen. 
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In truth, the leading minds in the government of Britain had 
been much occupied in deciding upon the course proper to 
adopt towards the new American nation, and on this subject 
a wide difference appeared amougthern. It was a critical 
moment. There was a choice to be made between opposite 
ideas ; one, leading to hearty conciliation and the establishment 
of relations of true reciprocity ; the other, removingf~irther and 
further the distance between t,he kindred peoples, and con- 
firming the alienation which warfare had begun. The major- 
ity decided ; and they preferred the latter. A generous hand 
extended to the struggling young country, a liberal construc- 
tion of t'reaty stipulations, and a frank concession of com- 
mercial privileges, might have won back the confidence of 
America, and have become the means of iniposing upon her 
chains quite as durable, though by 110 means so galling, as  any 
which Great Britain could ever have desired her to wear. In- 
stead of this, she relapsed into a cold, distrustful, passive state, 
offering nothing, requiring every tiling, waiting for events in 
order to see how much conlcl be made out of the distresses 
of America, and indulging a hope that the prize might yet, 
by some accident or other, be thrown back into her hands. 
The policy which the three American negotiators of the treaty 
of peace marked out to Mr. Oswald, liacl i t  been followed out, 
would have kept the United States tributaries to the mother 
country for a century. That which was adopted by British 
ministers, under the instigation of discontented refugees who 
ever proved their most fatal counsellors, nursed the feelings of 
enmity already engendered, in such a manner as to break out 
a quarter of a century later into another conflict of arms, and as 
even now, after forty years of profound peace and much more 
conciliatory treatment, not to be altogether at  rest. 

It is no more than common j~~s t ice ,  however, to one eminent 
statesman of that day, to add that this unfortunate decision was 
made in opposition to his better judgment. William Pitt, whilst 
acting as the youthful cl~ancellor of the exchequer to Lord 
Shclburne, and not yet overwhelmed by the embarrassments 
that crushed him in after life, had shown an inclination to 
follow alike the impulses of his heart and the dictates of his , 

education. His system, as first declared, was highly liberal, 
and, could he then have carried it into full execution, would 
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have placed his name on a level quite as high as his father's 
ever deserved to stand. Among its marked features, was the 
introduction of a bill into parliament, which, tliougli i t  placed 
the ships of the United States on the footing of all other iiide- 
pendent nations, a t  the same time laid no higher duties upon 
their products than those levied upon the British themselves. 
And with yet greater liberality, i t  threw open to them tlie com- 
merce with tlie British colonies in America, thus removing sit 
once a source of irritation which from the failure of this measure 
remained in activity for half a century. Regarded as a mere 
question of self-interest, this bill would have been of great 
advantage to  Great Britain, independently of its effect in con- 
ciliating the temper of America. Perseverance in the policy i t  
indicated would liave anticipated the events of tlie last ten 
years, and averted the conflicts, and the waste of blood and 
treasure on both sides, which have occurred in the interval. 

But tlie liberal ministry of Lord Slielbnrne survived the prop- 
osition scarcely a month, and its coalition succebsors listened to 
very different counsels. Lord Slieffield gave expression to the 
remonstrance of the navigating interest, which predicted its own 
downfall in the colonial trade as a consequence of such a policy. 
He  borrowed the language of Deane, Galloway, and Oliver, 
when he painted in vivid colors, not quite harmonizing with the 
other picture, the ruin and confusion in which the colonists were 
involved by the state of anarchy consequent upon their inde- 
pendence. And then he ventured to  whisper the prediction that, 
out of this cliaos, New England, a t  least, would, in the end, solicit 
to come back as a repentant child to the maternal embrace. 
These arguments finally carried the day. In July of the yea A 
1783, the exclusive system was decreed, first by orders in coun- 
cil, then by temporary acts of parliament. The  United States 
were treated as utter strangers, and carefully shut out from trade 
with the colonies. Restriction and commercial jealousy were 
the order of the clay. The demonstrations were viewed by all 
Americans as hostile in spirit, and therefore to be met in  the 
same manner. The failure of all efforts to establish an effective 
counter-system of restriction went a great way to rouse them to 
a sense of the necessity of a better form of government. Pricl 
came in aid of principle, stimulating the sluggish and quicken 
ing the timid, until the cry for a 

ft 
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general. The pamphlet of Lord Sheffield had its effect upon 
the formation and adoption of the federal constitution in 1788. 
Thus i t  often happens with nations that think to make a 
gain out of the embarrassments and miseries of their neigh- 
bors. Indignation a t  once supplies the vigor to apply a 
remedy, which, had the matter been left to reason alone, 
might have been put off a great while or never been resorted 
to a t  all. Lord Shefficld's interference must be classed among 
the secondary misfortunes which befell Great Britain in the dis- 
astrous record of the American war ; whilst, among the people 
of America, it- deserves to be remembered with satisfaction as a 
conversion of what was intended to be a poison into a health- 
producing medicine. 

The restrictive policy having been thus determined upon be- 
fore Mr. Adarns's arrival, little prospect was left to him of 
effecting any beneficial change. His labors during his stay in 
Great Britain were therefore confined to fruitless solicitations 
for the execution of several articles of the treaty of peace. The 
posts which were to be surrendered had been retained, and no 
provision had been made to cornpensite for the slaves and 
property carried away by the n~iliti.iry commanders, contrary to 
agreement. These complaints were certainly founded in jns- 
tiue; but, on the other hand, the British government were not 
without reasonable grounds of complaint for similar infractions 
committed by the Americans. So far from facilitating the 
recovery of British debts, several States had interposed further 
obstacles by legislation. The exhaustion of the people was 
great, and their feelings were still bitter. Poverty united with 
passion to keep up the hatred of refugees and Tories. The 
claims advanced by English creditors for interest during the 
whole period of the war, against merchants whose property 
had been sacrificed in the struggle, were regarded as  little better 
than the demand of Shylock for the whole pound of flesh 
nearest the heart. Snperadaed to all this was the effect of 
the utter relaxation of the bonds of government, rendering a 
remedy for any existing evil difficult of attainment. No State 
was responsible for the acts of its neighbor, and each had 
within its power the means of rendering null the best-intended 
legislation of the rest. The confederation, hooped together by 
tlie bands of a common war, was falling to ruins in peace. In 
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real truth, America could not, and Great Britain would not, 
because America did not, execute the treaty. Under such cir- 

amstances, effective negotiation was out of the question. Mr. 
idams confined himself to the painful duty of remonstrating 

almost equally with both governments. His correspondence 
was of more service a t  home than abroad, for the letters, com- 
municated from time t,o time by congress to the separate St,ates; 
for the purpose of stimulating them to perform their duties; 
served to accelerate the state of public opinion which, in good 
time, brought effectual relief. 

The situation of an envoy from one nation to another is likely 
to be made imposing as well as agreeable in direct propor- 
tion to the impression that prevails in tlie world of the power 
and the energy of the government by which lie is sent,. For a 
short time after the dose of the struggle, the different sovereigns 
of Europe awaited with curiosity tlie results that were to follow 
t,he successful establishment of American Independence. But 
as  the accounts came, symptomatic of nothing but anarchy and 
confusion, the inference grew general that the experiment of 
self-government had failed, and t,hat the new nation would prove 
of little account in the affairs of the globe. To  an indifferent 
observer looking from the English point of view, Air. Adams 
soon ceased to appear as represenhg any tiling but disorder. 
His people, impoverished by a nine years' struggle for a fancied 
good, seemed plunged into an abyss of irremediable evil. The 
causes for this state of things were too far off to be analyzed. 
It was enough that the attempt to reestablish the ordinary 
course of justice had been met with resist,ance, to convince 
a European that an aversion to paying debts honestly con- 
tracted had much more to do with American notions of liberty 
than principle. Hence he held up his hands in amazement 
a t  the profligacy of a community which refused to execute 
its recognized contracts, and determined to waste no more 
sympathy upon a people thus proving itself beneath his con- 
tempt. I n  Great Britain, especially, this spectacle was wit- 
nessed with a mixed feeling of disgust and exultation. No 
disposition existed to palliate faults or to overlook errors. Tlie 
observation of them served rather as a relief to wounded 
pride. It was just what might have been expected. The con- 
temptible rebels were served right. They were paying the 
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penalty of their sedition and treason. Here was the natural 
end of all the fine professions about the love of liberty. The 
liberty wanted was of that kind which means lieenso, which 
abhors the restraints of well-ordered society, which revels in im- 
punity for criminal offences. To  communities thus showing 
their iucompeteney to take care of themselves, what was the 
need of payingtlle smallest regard ? And of him who came to 
London to represent them, what could be the importance ? It 
would not be a great while before they would all be seen on 
their knees, supplicating to be taken back on any terms, repent- 
ing of their past sins, and promising that they would never 
commit the like again. Then would be the hour of just retri- 
bution. And the ways of Great Britain would go forth justified 
over the earth. 

Such being the state of opinion, the situation of Mr. Adams 
may be easily imagined ; a situation which, instead of growing 
better, became more hopeless of good in every hour of his stay. 
The monarch, never well reconciled to  the triumph of hi- sub- 
jpcts, became less and less disposed to put restraint on his feel- 
ings. He was cold. Of course, his family were cold. Of 
course, the courtiers followecl the example. What  is not in 
vogue with the quality in England, is sure to be slighted by 
the commons. There was no cordiality anywhere excepting 
among the dissenters and the very few who leaned to republican 
doctrines ; no better association than this to prove how nnfash- 
ionable was every thing American. Of civility, cold and formal, 
such as only the English know how in perfection to make offen- 
sive, there -was enough. No marked offence ; but supercilious 
indifference. Official representations lay long unheeded. The 
courtesy of sending out a minister to America was left nnre- 
garded. Last of all, the commercial policy, which had been 
thus far kept in operation by temporary acts, was made per- 
manent by parliament. This was in 1788, a few months after 
Mr. Adams had solicited pexmis>ion to return home. His 
mission had only served to convince him that nothing was to 
be looked for in Great Britain but ill-will. Neither could he 
indulge even in the luxury of complaint, for he had it not to say 
that America had placed herself in a position void of offence. 

Yet, apart from the embarrassments occasioned by the morti- 
fying condition of his own country, the period passed by Mr. 

36 ' 
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Adams in England was not without its agreeable compensa- 
tions. The presence of his wife and daughter, and the marriage 
contracted by the latter with Colonel William Stephens Smith, 
whom, after many years of honorable service in the war, con- 
gress had sent out as secretary to the legation in London, 
afforded him the domestic society without which he never could 
be happy; and the leisure he enjoyed from pressing public 
business yielded an opportunity to turn his mind to other useful 
objects. Nothing affected him more than the accounts of the 
condition of the United States, threatening, as they seemed to 
do, the failure of all the bright hopes he had cherished of their 
career as an independent nation. The difficulties in their way 
were clearly enough to be traced to one source, the want of 
energetic government. I t  seemed therefore of importance that 
the true principles, a t  the foundation of a well-ordered sys- 
tern, should be fully explained. I n  the formation of the draft 
of a constitution for Massachusetts, in 1779, Mr. Adams had 
first labored to embody favorite ideas, which his later oppor- 
tunities to view the practical operation of the British govern- 
ment had only tended more fully to confirm. He now directed 
his attention to the analysis of the theory upon which i t  rested, 
and to the possibility of stripping i t  of those appendages which 
foster a great inequality of social condition, so as to adapt 
it to purely republican habits. The experiment promised to be 
of use in confirming the popular mind in the United States, 
now showing tendencies to wild and dangerous errors, and he 
determined to make it. Inasmuch as later events tended greatly 
to distort a proper conception of his views, traces of which are 
thickly scattered in the writings left by some of his coiitein- 
poraries, it will not be out of place here to give a brief and 
impartial summary of the principles that appear to constitute 
his system. 

Unlike most speculators on the theory of government, Air .  
Adams begins by assuming the imperfection of man's nature, 
mid introducing it a t  once as an element with which to coin- 
pose his edifice. He finds the human race impellccl by their 
passions as often as  guided by their reason! sometimes led to 
good actions by bcareely corresponding motives, and sometimes 
to bad ones rather from inability to resist temptation than from 
natural propensity to evil. This is the corner-stone of his sys- 
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tern. And any substitute for i t  which involves a different idea, 
such, for example, as that men will certainly do right from 
their love of it, or that they can only be deterred from evil by 
the fear of punishment; any substitute that omits to provide in 
as many ways as possible for the tremendous working of the 
passions which attends all contests for the possession of power, 
must, according to him, end in failure. The problem to he 
solved is, to what extent these adverse influences, not less than 
the virtues of all the citizens, can be made to subserve the 
purpose of supporting government instead of shaking it. This 
cannot be expected to be done by concentrating power in one 
place, to be acquired by efforts all exerted in one direction ; for 
such a plan would expose the whole edifice to be submerged by 
cvcry successive wave of opinion. Neither can it be hoped from 
tlie setting in opposition of forces nearly equal; for the conflicts 
that might result would inevitably be so violent as to threaten 
total ruin. The true course is, to find the means so to decen- 
tralize power, so to distribute it in a multiplicity of parts, as to 
give no undne preponderance in any single one, and yet to 
maintain the healthy energy of all. 

To  arrive a t  practical results, i t  is necessary, then, to classify 
powers. The interests of men in society are a t  the fonnda- 
tion of the attachment to property, through the unequal opera- 
tion of which arises the distinction between the rich and poor. 
Their passions make themselves felt in the ambition of place 
as  well as in  the desire for fame. Out of these causes issue 
the three concentrated forms of social energy; the multitude, 
who must ever represent poverty and numbers; the rich, who 
represent education and property; and the chief, who symbol- 
izes the aspirations of the whole. A wise forecast wonld then 
provide free play for the legitimate exercise of these several 
forces, in some shape or other; thus making each subservient 
to the common support, and yet placing carefnl limitations and 
restrictions around them all. Mr. Adams thought this admirably 
arranged in the conhtitution of Great Britain, and therefore 
worthy of imitation. The distribution of power in the. three 
parts, executive, legislative, and judicial, with the introduction 
into the second of two opposing elements likely to reduce its 
otherwise dangerous preponderance over the others, seemed to 
promise security without the risk of feebleness. All this ap- 



peared quite as easy of execution under a system deriving its 
origin from the people, as under one born of feudal tenures. 
The required changes would only limit the extent of the powers 
conferred, and multiply the neutralizing forces. The subdivision 
as  well as the balancing of opposite interests to effect the great 
purpose of preventing a concentration of too much power a t  
any one point, might be carried as far as  could be, consist~ently 
with the general good. Yet the rule "was not to be applied 
ill all cases equally. The executive, for example, was not to  
be subdivided in such a manner as to injure its energy, nor 
weakened so far as to impair its capacity of self-protection; 
whilst into the legislative was to be introduced a recognition 
of the interests of property so far as i t  might tend to  keep 
in check the dangerous tendency to appeal exclusively to num 
rical strength. 11 

Such is, in brief, the theory of Mr. Aclams, as drawn from a 
review of his writings on the subject throughout his life, and 
illustrated as  well by the early sketch which he drew for the 
use of the southern Stat,es as  by the more mature model which 
he presented for the consideration of the Convention of Massa- 
chusetts. It fell in with the habits and prepossessions of his 
countrymen so far as  to  be made the foundation of most of 
the constitutions adopted in the several States. But there were 
great differences between them in the degree of attention paid 
to the organic principle, and two or three departed from it 
altogether. Not a few persons were disposed to regard the 
complicated machinery which it called into action as cumbrous, 
and its operations as unnecessarily expensive. The simplicity 
of an absolute monarchy or of a pure democracy will always 
have its charm with minds not kept awake to its suseep- 
tibility of abuse. As between these extremes, the Americans 
tended much the most towards democracy. One reprcsenta- 
tive bocly, vested with powers barely sufficient to supply tlie 
need of government in every department, became not an uneom- 
moil demand. And i t  had been latterly growing into popular 
favor from the dissatisfaction prevailing with all existing insti- 
tntions, upon which the responsibility for every grievance of the 
bocly politic was cast, without the smallest regard to the causes 
that might really have produced them. 

But i n  addition to the various springs of discontent, which 
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were combining to shake the doctrines of Mr. Adams in Amer- 
ica, the state of affairs in Europe, and especially in France, was 
superinducing a novel disturbing force of extraordinary strength. 
Staggering under tlie combined weight of the moral corruptions 
and the financial complexities of the preceding reign, with 
religions institutions sapped by the indefatigable assiduity of 
the most brilliant minds of the kingdom, moved by the popular 
sympathies with the victory of liberty effectcd by French aid 
in America, that great edifice of European society, "which i t  
had taken ten centuries to consolidate, was topplingto its fall. 
This terrific event was, as usual in such cases, giving out its 
heralding signs. Prominent among them were the discussions 
touching the origin of government, in which the natural clry- 
ness of the topic was relieved to the general sense by fascinat- 
ing charms of style and seductive pictures for the imagination. 
The dreamy enthusiasm of Rousseau combined with the epi- 
grammatic wit of Voltaire to prepare a favorable reception for 
the more stately speculations of Turgot, De Mably, Mirabeau, 
and Condorcet. Differing in almost every other particular, 
there was one point in "which these writers were found to 
agree. The iron hands and hearts of Louis the Eleventh 
and Henry the Fourth, Richelieu, and Mazarin, by rigidly ad- 
hering to one policy for TWO centuries, had succeeded in erad- 
icating every germ of provincial or departmental independence 
out of France, and in sowing in its place a fixed attachment 
to  centralization. 

As a consequence, little favor has since been extended to any 
theory based upon a complicated subdivision of powers, and 
still less to any form of federation whatever. The fancy dis- 
played by Montesquieu for the English system, though caught 
up by a limited number of disciples, has a t  no time taken root 
in the popular mind of France. Turgot, one of the clearest 

/ 
thinkers of his nation, see ingno possible benefit in  it, took 
advantage of the publication by Dr. Price of his pamphlet upon 
the American governments, to address toh im a letter, comrnent- 
ing with regret upon what he called the servility of the States in 
following the precedent set by the mother country. He was 
not disposed to admit merit in any system that departed from 
the utniost simplicity. Neither could lie recognize a safer guide 
than that obtained by concentrating all power in one body 
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directly representing the nation. The specious doctrine thus 
put forth was taken up and immediately repeated in the elo- 
qnent declamations of Mirabeau and the more logical reasoning 
of Condorcet, as it has of late been reproduced in the poetic 
prose of Lamartine ; all equally symbolic of tlie ruling idea of 
France, but all, so far from proving its soundness, that i t  has 
condemned their country twice within a century to pay a 
fearful price for tlie lesson that the simplicity aimed a t  can 
only come, in its perfect form, in the person of an absolute 
king. 

Alarmed, by the indications of opinion in various countries of 
Europe and in America, for the consequences that might ensue 
to  his native State, then showing the most unequivocal ten- 
dencies to disorganization, Mr. Adains thought he might do 
service if, from his point of view, hc should attempt to lay before 
the world something in the nature of a general defence of the 
theory so extensively assailed. He fixed upon the passage of 
Turo-ot's letter which referred to the American States, 5s the -- 
text upon which to frame his observations. But not content 
with fortifying tlie reasons upon which their system rested, i t  
occurred to him that a secondary class of arguments could be 
obtained from a wide examination and historical review of the 
operation of all known forms of government, ancient as  well as  

. modcrn. If, in the process, the truth could be made to appear, 
tliat many of them had owed their miafortnnes and final ruin to 
the improper distribution of power, it might be of use as  a 
wnrning against the repetition of similar experiments. The 
results of his labor were embraced in a work, entitled A 
Defence of the  ~onst i tu t ions  of the United States of America 
against the attack o f  M Turgot. It con~prehended an analysis 
of the various free governments of ancient and modern times, 

7 / w i t h  occasional summaries of their history, to illustrate the 
nature of the evils under which they had suffered and ultimately 
perished. I t  was comprised in three volumes, coinposed, printed, 
and published during the author's residence in England. \yhe 

I first volume, @ich was issued before the others, came to the 
United States just as the Convention to franie a federal 
constitution was on the point of commencing its labors a t  
Philadelphia. It  was immediately put to press i11 the principal 
towns, and, owing to the exciicment immediately occasioned by 
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the anxiety for the success of that assembly, i t  was read by a 
number of persons far greater than is in ordinary times attracted 
to such cliscnssions. ~ i i ~ ~ e l ~ i l ~ g  to fall in with the popular 
current just then setting with force against the disorders and 
commotions that had broken into open violence in some of the 
States and threatened them all, i t  did much to confirm many 
minds in the course of thought which ensured the acceptance - 
of the constitution. This was particularly the case in Massa- 
chusetts, where the senti&ents of the people were by no means 
settled. There was a wide diversity of opinion among them, 
one side, frightened by the prospect of anarchy, leaning to 
the conviction of a necessity of strong government almost like 
monarchy, whilst the other, relaxed by the license of the period, 
regarded with aversion any tendency to more effective re- 
straints. The form of constitution agreed upon a t  Pliila- 
delpllia, whilst it was hailed with delight by the commercial 
interests of the seaboard, was by no means equally relished 
in the agricultural regions, or by those who had been the 
most active in the early struggles of the Revolution. The 
consequence was, that the convention summoned to decide 
upon its merits on the part of Massachusetts, contained many 
hesitating members. Much depended upon the course taken by 
John Hancock and Samuel Adams. At this crisis, the voice of 
John Adams, warning them of the risk attending ill-balanced 
and feeble governments, came in happily from the other side of 
the water, to reinforce the argument for adop t in~o ine th ing ,  
and to dispel scruples of opponents, at least so far as to induce 
acquiescence in an experiment. It w.as only thus that tlie 
federal constitution escaped the jaws of death a t  its begin- 
ninq; for there can be little doubt that, in tlie wavering state of 
opinion, the example of a positive rejection by Massachusetts 
would have been fatal to all prospect of its ratification by the 
requisite number of States. 

If the eye of the critic be turned to the composition of this 
work, i t  must be conceded that i t  will be found - defective in - 
many particulars. No one was more conscious of this than 
the author. His own ideas of i t  are so characteristically ex- 
pressed in a letter written a t  the time to his brother-in-law, 
Richard Cranch, himself a member of the .Massachusetts con- 
vention the nextyear, as to deserve insertion a t  this place. 
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" Grosvenor Square, 15 January, 1787. 

" MY DEAR BROTHER, - Dr. Tnfts will give you a strange book. 
I know not whether the sentiments of it will be approved by 
the men of sense and letters in America. If they are, they will 
make themselves popular in time. If they are not, our country- 
men have many miseries to go through. If the system attempted 
to be defenclccl in these letters is not the system of the wisest 
men among us, I &hall tremble for the consequences, and wish 
myself in any obscure hole in the world. I am myself as  clearly 
satisfied of the infallible truth of the doctrines there contained 
as I am of any demonstration in Euclid ; and if our countrymen 
are bent upon any wild schemes inconsistent with the substance 
of it, the sooner they remove me out of their sight the better; 
for I can be of no service to them in promoting their views. I 
shall be anxious to know how i t  is received, and shall be obliged 
to you to inform me. 

" I lament that it is sokasty a production. I t  is only since 
my return from Holland, in September, that I began to collect 
the materials. But the - disturbances in New England made i t  
necessary to publish immediately, in order to do any good. My 
friends in Holland were much ernployccl in revolutions. In  
several conversations there, I had occasion to mention some 
things respecting governments which some of those gentlemen 
wished to see on paper. Their desire, falling in with the sedi- 
tious meetiiigs in the Massachusetts, determined me to write. 
The field is vast enough, the materials are splendid enough, and 
tlie subject is of wcight enough, to employ the peatest scholar 
of the age for seven years. I am no great scholar, and have 
had but a few months' time; but I hope the men of genius and 
science i n  America will purhue the subject to more advantage. 
By the hurry and precipitation with which this work was under- 
taken, conducted and completed, I have been obliged to be too 
inattentive both to method and the ornaments of style for the 
present taste of our countrymen ; for I perceive that taste and 
elegance are the cry. This appears to me like establishing 
manufactures of lace, fringe, and embroidery in a country, before 
there arc any of silk, velvet, or cloth. Our countrymen are by 
no means advanced enough in solid science and learning in 
mathematics and philosophy, in Greek and Latin, to devote so 
much of their time to rhetoric. The ignorance of old Mum- 



LIFE OF JOHX ADAMS. 433 

mius, who threatened a master of a ship to compel him to 
replace the paintings of Apelles, if he lost them, would become 
us much better. I am no enemy to elegance, but I say no man 
has a right to think of elegance till he has secured substance ; 
nor then, to seek more of i t  than he can afford. That taste 
Â¥which,-fo its gratification, will commit knavery and run in debt 
beyond the ability to pay, merits execration. That elegance 
which devours honor, truth, and independency, which scorns 
reputations and can reconcile itself to ignominy, public 01 

private, is a monster that Hercules ought to destroy. If the 
courts of justice must be stopped at the point of the bayonet, if 
the laws must be trampled under foot to satisfy elegance, it is a 
demon that onght to be sent back to hell. 
'L Libertatem, amicitia~n,fidem, prcecipua humani c[?zi?~zi bona ' 

-these are essential to  human happiness. Finery of every 
kind may be dispensed with, until i t  can be reconciled to the 

her." 

It may be observed, in passing from this letter, that the pas- 
sage from Tacitus, quoted a t  the close, became such a favorite 
with Mr. Adams that he selected the first three words and the 
governing verb retinebis, as a motto for hin~self, which he caused 
to  be engraved in various forms for his private use. They are 
taken from the address pnt into the month of the Emperor 
Galba by the historian, upon the adoption of Piso, as his heir, 
according to the forms of the Roman law; a fatal gift, as i t  
proved, but conveyed in  an address breathing so much of the 
early spirit of the republic as  to elevate the speaker far above 
those either before or after him on the imperial throne. 

A few words more will close all that it is deemed necessary 
to say of the 'c Defence of the American Constitutions." The 
transient interest iu its pages, awakened by a sense of the neces- 
sities of government a t    he time, passed away will1 the adoption 
of the federal constitution. Another motive for perusing the 
succeedecl, in the desire of political antagonists to find material 
for impairing the influence of the author. To this end, not on1 
the general tendency of the work was denounced as monarchical 
but every passage in it was sedulously hunted up, which c o d  
be made to bear an invidious meauina;. The obvious approba 
tion of the distribution of powers in the British constitutio~ 
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was used to justify an  accusation, a t  one moment ot a desire 
to introduce absolutism, at  another, of favoring an aristocracy. 
These representations were attended with a considerable share 
of success for the time. But  a calmer examination of the 
whole work will serve to show that there is no just ground for 
them. The object of it is to show tlie great danger of power 
concentrated in any one quarter, whether i t  be in the hands 
of a single chief, or in a select number, or in the multitude, as  
well as  to recommend precautions against i t  by subdividing and 
thus neutralizing as much of the excess as possible. Hence the 
book, if studied for that object, would be found to yield quite 
as many texts against absolutism or aristocracy as against 
denlocracy. Such a result must inevitably flow from any dis- 
cussion of the rights of men carried on with regard only to 
general principles, and independent of all local or temporary 
considerations. I11 this, as in other instances in his life, Mr. 
Adams followed his own convictions, without seeking to accoin- 
modate thorn, to prevailing ideas of any kind. His speculations 
have now gone into the immense reservoir of human t,hought 
accumulated by ages, there to take the chance of confirmation 
or otherwise, as  the cumulative experience and the impassible 
judgment of later generations shall see fit to determine. No 
interest remains to pervert them. Whether pronounced right 
or wrong, the verdict can only affect the correctness of his 
doctrines. It can make no difference with the estimate of his 
motives or of his character. 

Passing from the view of the substance to the form, it must be 
admitted, that as  a specimen of style, it lias few attractions for 1 the genenil reader, being in this respect inferior to most of the 

< author's productions. I t  is defective in the arrangement, and in 
exposition of the arguments to establish tlie general conclusion. 
Much too great space is given to the minor details of the his- 
tory of the small Italian republics of themiddle ages, which 
were not necessary to prove what is made clear enough without 
them. For these reasons, i t  is not likely that i t  will attract to 
its pages many readers out of the limits of the very small class 
who study the science of government on a comprehensive scale. 
T o  thebe, this book will still recommend itself as  a profound 
examination of the principles upon which mixed forms, like 
those of Great Britain and America, are established, and as a 
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treasury of just reflections and striking illustrations, appro- 
priate to the general snbjcct. Nobody has done so much to 
prove the fatal effect of vesting power in great masses in any 
single agency. No one has shown so clearly the necessity of 
enlisting the aid of the various classes of society to the sup- 
port of a common cause, by giving to each of them a legitimate 
field of exertion; and no one has more impressively warned 
posterity of the consequences of permitting the rise of dis- 
tinctions, thus setting the rich and the poor, the educated and 
the ignorant, the gifted and the dull into opposition, without 
preserving ready means of restraint upon the violence of each. 
Over and above these recommendations, there are scattered 

and characters in history, both ancient and modern, well worthy 

I here and there maxims of policy, and observations upon events 

to be stored in the mind of every man called to  the office of 
a statesman. Strange as it may seem, this work supplied, in 
part, what was then a vacuum iu literature, and what is not yet 
entirely filled. The later labors of Brougham, and Guizot, and 
De Tocqueville have added much to the stock of useful mate- 
rials; but a philosophical and comprehensive treatment of all 
practicable forms of government, the joint offspring of learning 
and experience, remains to task the powers of some future 
genius, who, with the analytic power and the sententious wis- 
dom of Montesqnieu, will have a care to avoid his errors of 
precipitate generalization. 

Whilst the leisure of Mr. Adams was thus absorbed in this 
interestingpursuit a t  home, it is not to be inferred that he did 
not derive much enjoyment from many of the events which 
were taking place in the world around him. The indifference 
of the court and ministers could not prevent him from enjoying 
the opportunities presented of witnessing the contests of elo- 
quence almost daily occurring in the two houses of parliament. 
Mr. Adams heard Burke, and Pitt, and Fox, and Sheridan, and 
Camden, and was present at. the opening of the solemn pro- 
ceedings against Warren Hastings. I t  was the age of strong 
intellect in England. Nothing like i t  had occurred since the 
reign of Queen Anne, and nothing like it has been seen since. 
For the mind of the human race seems to be, in this respect, 
like the surface of the earth i t  inhabits, which must lie fallow a t  
intervals between periods of excessive productiveness, in order 
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to recruit from its exhaustion. In addition to all these occupa- 
tions ancl diversions, Mr. Adams was engaged, in conjunction 
with Air. Jefferson, then minister to  France, with whom hc had 
established agreeable social relations, in the duty of negotiating 
treaties. with the Barbary powers and procuring the libera- 
tion of many unfortunate prisoners talien by them. This 
relation gave rise to an interesting correspondence between 
the two gentlemen, a large portion of which has been already 
laid before the world. 

But much as Mr. Adams might enjoy these superior oppor- 
tmiities for study and recreation in Great Britain, there was a 
single drop of bitterness apart from every thing in Europe, 
which came in to spoil his pleasure. For  the love or hate, the 
k inheas  or neglect of the English he cared little, so long as he 
could feel tliat the country which he represented, and for whose 
cause he hnd staked so mnch, was doing her dnty in the new 
position assumed by her before the nations. It was during 
his residence here that he was compelled daily to receive new 
proofs of her reluctance to fulfil her solemn engagements, and 
of her neglect to sustain her honor as  he would have wished 
her to do. In  his situation, all the arguments in  extenuation 
of her deficiencies, her poverty, her exhaustion, her inability to 
unite the several States in one policy, would have been of no 
avail, had he condescended to use them; but he never did. 
He would have been proud to  defend her to the last drop of 
his blood agninst every unjust chary ,  but he would not stoop 
to palliate or equivocate about her short-comings, when they 
were undeniable. His feelings 11pon this subject he did not 
seek to conceal from his friends a t  home. In a letter, addressed 
to Dr. Tufts, an uncle of Airs. Adams, a t  the time a member 
of the senate of Massachusetts, he thus expressed himself on 
this topic : - 

"As to politics, all that can be said is summarily comprc- 
ht~nded in a few words. Our country is grown, or a t  least has 
been dishonest. She has broke her faith with nations, ancl with 
her own citizens; and parties are all about for continuing this 
dishonorable course. She must become strictly honest and 
punctual to all the world before she can recover the confidence 
of anybody a t  home or abroad. The duty of all good men is 
to join in ranking this doctrine popular, and in discountenancing 



dopted throughout America before we can prosper. Have our 

them ? Especially if he makes promises knowing that lie can- 
not perform them, or deliberately designing not to perform 
them ? ', 

This was severe language towards his countrymen, but not 
unwarranted by much of the doctrine prevalent among the 
people of America a t  this period. A large number growing 
daily more restless under the bridle of the law, were encouraging 
each other to the last step of putting it a t  defiance, whilst others 
were resorting to more indirect but not less decisive means of 
annulling their obligations altogether. It  was this relaxation of 
morals which gave Mr. Adams his moments of deep mortifica- 
tion as minister of the United States in London. Through life, 
his code as a public man was, on this subject, perfectly uniform. 
He never favored that species of logic, not infrequeut among 
political leaders of all nations, whereby a different standard of 
right can be assumed a t  home from that which is proclaimed 
abroad, another rule acted upon individually from that which 
is presented in official station. He wished his country to be all 
that his dreams had pictured when advocating her independ- 
ence; and finding that,, as time went on, the prospect of his 

sefulness in his station became less and less, he determined, 
n 1787, to ask leave of congress to resign his trusts and to 
turn home to private life. Letters of recall were accord- 

ingly sent out by congress in February, 1788. Not one of the 
important objects lie had sought to gain in England had been 
effected. Supercilious indifference prevailed in the British coun- 
cils. Alienation and not conciliation was the order of the day. 
The only compensation for a disappointment, which events ren- 
dered it utterly out of his power to prevent, was found in the 
receipt of a copy of a resolution adopted by congress, expressive 
of the sense entertained by that body of the value of his services 
during the ten years of his residence abroad. It was in these 

37 * 

- 
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Resolved, that congress entertain a high sense of the ser- 
vices which Air. Adams has rendered to the Unit,ed States, in 
the various idportant trusts which they have from time to time 
committed to him; and that the thanks of congress be presented - 
to him for the patriotism, perseverance, integrity, and diligence, 
with which he hath faithfully served his country." 



C H A P T E R  IX. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW GOVERNXEXT-ELECTION AND SERVICES 
AS VICE.PRESIDEST OF THE USITED STATES. 

I 

ON the 20th of April, 1788, Mr. Adams baclc farc\~rell to the 
shores of the ancie~lt world. He returned to his native land to 
find it permanently freed from all &angers, excepting those which 
hacl their origin from witl~in. He Iiad q ~ ~ i t t e d  i t  the f i s t  time a t  
the very crisis of the war. He came back to see i t  in the most 
critical moi~lent of the peace. The political world had under- 
gone, in the iilterval, a great revolution. T110sc q~iestions xvllich 
had agitated the people so long as independence was in doubt, 
had all passed away, and many of the men xvho appeared to 
lead a t  the beginning had vanished from the scene. But four 
of the members of cougress who had signed their mmes  to tlie 
Declaration in 1776 were members of the same body when the 
treaty of peace was submitted for ratification in 1783. I t  may 
fairly be doubted whether, in any moderi~ government having a 
seml~lance of free institutions, the state of public feeling or the 
motives and principles that affect action ever co~ltinue for three 
years together the sai11e. The l~assions of men cannot long 
endure a high degree of te~lsioi~, and the decli~le of an excite- 
ment is i~ivariably followed by indiffere~~ce to a revival of the 
same emotic~n, as well as indisposition ini~necliately to vnter tip- 
on any llew one. The peace had been received with joy, be- 
cause i t  was regarded as a final object. Not l i i~~g furtller was 
needed to make America happy and prosperoLTs. Hence there 
was little disposition to exertion. I t  was expected that the 
co~intry wonld go on of itself. Great was the11 the disappoi~lt- 
ment to discover, at  the end of four or five years, that iildepei~d- 
ence liad not done all that was hoped of it, that the people 
were not prosperous, that law and order were not so well estall- 
fished as they had been in the colonial days, that instead of im- 
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commercial interests a t  home7 was  not felt excepting as i t  
removed tlie last restraint upon opiilioils always substantially 
democratic. The p01itic:il power hacl ever been in the hancls 
of the people. Such had not been the case elst:n-ht,re. ' 
i i~ s t i t~~ t ions  of New Yorlq Penii~ylvai~ia, aild Virgiiiia, ~ i a a  
cherished a privileged class, ~ v l ~ i c h  formed an obstacle to the 
receptioi~ of the new ideas, not to be relnoved ~v i t l~ou t  a 
serious rent in the social system, at least ill the &st named 
States. That removal, g rad~~al ly  effecteel by the disappear- 
ance of  umbers of the we:~ltliy aiid more intelligent class, 
left a cleficie~~cy ~vliich was scarcely made good by the eleva- 
tion to inflti~nce of persons of less eclucation a11d exl~erience. 
The t ra~~si t ion to clcinocracy~ being suclclen, was attended with 
a good deal of social disorder, rendering itself most visible ill 
the yiolent contentio~~s ill Pennsylvania about the crncle COII- 

stitution, and the oaths against alteration, ~v11ich 11:icl been so 
tl~ougl~tlessly adopteel. Yet7 before the peace? t11c new ideas 
hacl become well established, and the people7 111ider their in- 
fll~enee, had growl1 to be not less i111paticilt of every restraint 
of individual action than jealous of the arrogation of any, 
even the most nece+sary power. They had thercfore arrived 
a t  about the same anarchical conclition, into xvhich the Eastern 
people, for a clifferelit reason, soon after fell. E x h a ~ ~ s t e d  l>y 
the war and the derangement of all useful incl~~stry, the forms 
xvl~icll executed justice soon becanle eq~lally hateful with tl~ose 
~vliicll had labored to impose a tyranny. I t  was the upheaving 
of tlie poorest classes to throw off all law of debtor ancl creditor, 
~vl~icl l  brought about the s~~cccssful effort to organize the federal 
governnle~~t anew? as a bridle 1113011 their license. They never 
favored i t  beforeh:ind, nor cordially apl~roved i t  afterwards, 
during their clay and gei~eration. The federal convention T V ~ S  

the worlc of the commercial people ill the seaport towns, of 
the planters of the slavel~olding States, of the oficers of the 
revol~itionary army, and tlie property holders every~vliere. And 
these parties c o ~ ~ l d  never have been strong ellough of tl~enisclves 
to procure the general adoption of the inshumeilt 1vhic11 they 
matured, had it not been that the open inst~rrcctioi~ in Massa- 
chusetts, and the assemblages threatening to shut up the courts 
of justice in other States? had thrown the intermediate body 
of quiet citizens of every blrade of opiilioi1? in pai~ic, all on their 
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side. I t  was under the effect of this panic, that the cleleptes 
had been electccl, and that they acted. The vibration of the 
pendtilum may be most distinctly measnred by the language of 
such men as Jmries AIaclison and Elbridge Gerry, at all other 
periods of t11cir lives tllc exponents of popular ol~inions. Am1 
talciilg these :LS the type of the most iiloclerate p r t y ,  the 
extent to xvllich the ideas must l~ave  rcaehecl a~nollg the habit- 
ual advocates of a strong gover~lment, may readily be con- 
ceived. T11c feclcral constitution was the offspri~~g of com- 
proin?ses mxle under these circu~nstanccs. Altho~igl~ recluccd 
in tone far bclolv t11c level of opinio11 of one class, there can be 
no doubt that it was still consiclerably above that xvhich pre- 
vaiIecl in the country at large. And it n ~ a y  very Fairly be ques- 
tioned, wl~etllcr any period has occurred before or since, with 
perh:ips one brief exception of extraordinary l~n:milility, when it 
coi~lcl have s~~cceeclec~, even as i t  did tllcn, in figllting its way 
t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l i  tlie ordeal of the ra t i fy i~~g conventions. 

From this nloment is then to be dated a new epoch in the 
history of the United States. And in thc fricncls of the new 
constitutioil, dc~~ominated fecZera/ists, as  well as in its oppo- 
nents, callecl a?zti$ederalists, arc to be seen the germs of the 
gwat political divisioii of the cou~ltry, which no\v sprang up 
and coiltinucd to prevail during the existence of a t  least one 
gel~eration of men. 

In thc distribution of inclividuals upon one side or the other 
of this line, it is not to be s~~pposed  that many anomalies did 
not OCCII~. 'J?~I:L~ among tlie opl~orients of t11e eonstit~~tion are 
t o  be ranI<ed a grcat majority of t110se wllo had most str(~n11011s1y 
fougl~t  the battle of indel~ende~lce of Great Brihin, is certain, 
T11c senti~l~ent  that ani~natecl them having its no~lrislilnent ill a 
single root, the jca lo~~sy of ~IO\VIT, iml~artcd a homogei~cous e11:lr- 
acter to their movements, \vIlich tlic opposite siclc~ never coi~lcl 
pus-ess, Arnong the feder:ilists, i t  is true, were to be founcl a 
larg-11 body of tile patriots of the Revolution, al~nost all the gener:11 
otKcers \vllo survivecl the war, and a great lluli~bcr of the sub- 
stantial c i t ize~~s  along the line of the seal~oarcl t o ~ ~ ~ n s  and I I O ~ L I -  

10~1s rt>gions, all of u-1101n had heartily synl~~athized in the policy 
of resistance. But thcse could ilevcr have s~~cceeclecl in ~ffect i~ig 
the cstal~lish~l~ent of the coilstiti~tion, 1i:~cl they not receivvd the 
active and steady co5l)eration of all that was left in America of 
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uulL~nent to the lnotller co~~ntry ,  as well as of the ~noneyed 
erest, ~vhich ever l~oints to strol~g g o v e r ~ ~ ~ n e i ~ t  as surely as 

the neeclle to the pole. As a consequence, there was from the 
beginning a line of division within the ranlcs of the goveri~n~ent 
party, which did not fail to make itself more and more visible 
with the progress of time. The course of John Aclams, like 
that of Jeffersoil ancl San~uel  Aclams, previo~~s to 1733, Ilacl been 
m~1c11 the most closely allied with that of the enemies of the con- 
stitution, of whom Patrick Hen~y,  and the Lees, and Gerry, and 
George Clinton were the most pro~llinent represe~~tatives; but 
his bitter experience of the xvant of a govermnent to sustain the 
ilational honor in Europe, and his lifelong attaclln~ent to the 
tripart,ite or English theory, combined, on his return, to place 
11i1n xvar~nly on the side of its friends. He, too, had felt the 
reaction, which had carried even Jefferson, and BTaclison, and 
Gerry into the approbation of selitiments rather out of line 
wit11 the rest of their public life. And e~nbracing t,Ile cause 
wit11 his customary ardor, 11e was i~aturally b r o ~ ~ g l ~ t  into greater 
promi~~ence as a supporter of the new system in ~Iassacl~usetts,  
from t11e fact that there i t  had met wit11 much difficulty to 
make its way. Almost on the instant of his r e t ~ ~ r n ,  he had 
been elected to a place in the old congress. But that body had 
fallen into the last stages of disso~utioi~, with its sessions con- 
tinued only for form's sake, so that he never took his seat. In 
the mean while, the necessary elections were in progress to set 
agoing the new organization, ancl the time approached to de- 
ternline the important quest,ion, who should be the two men 
selected by the general voice to fill the most prorniilent l~osts 
establislled by the plan. 

The constitutio~~, in its original form, required that the votes 
of the Electoral Colleges should point out, these two persons, 
without assigning their relative places. That  q~~es t ion  was left 
to be determined by the greater or less nnmber of suffrages 
~vhich they might resl~ectively obtain. The obvious motive for 
this arral~gement was, to seckre a second person in the far 
inferior place, who might be depended npon, in case of necessity, 
suitably to fdl the iirst. And in this i t  was certainly Inore 
successful than the provision since substitutecl has proved. 
Here, l~o\vever, its beneficial nature encled, for in every other 
respect i t  proved the fertile n~otlier of abuses, soine of which 
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were not slow to show themselves even on the very first oppor- 
tunity. 'With respect to  the nomination of one of the two 
individuals, and him whom i t  was the desire alike of all the 
electors and the people at large to see placed a t  the head of 
the government, there was no manner of doubt in any mind. 
George "Washington was the man, and there conid be no other. 
No similar unanimity was to be expected in the selection of any 
second person; hence there could be no 'iimbiguity about his 
destination. The question then fell down to the comparatively 
small matter, who should be the Vice-President. Geographical 
considerations prompted the selection in a quarter opposite to 
that which was to give the President, and the prominence of 
Massachusetts in the revolutionary struggle pointed that State 
out as the one from which it might properly be made. Among 
the c l i s t i~~g~~ i s l~ed  statesmen within her I i ~ ~ ~ i t s ,  t h e e  stood forth 
broadly in the public eye. These were Hancock, and Samuel 
and John Adams. But neither Hancock nor Samuel Adams had 
manifested a very hearty good-will to the new constitution, or 
had done much more than to acquiesce in supporting it as  a 
dubious experiment. Nor yet had they the advantage of the 
long and brilliant course of foreign services rendered before the 
eyes of the whole country, which recommended the third indi- 
vidual. As a consequence, John Adams united a far greater 
number of votes than either, or than any other man. But he 
did not obtain a majority. Only thirty-four out of sixty-nine 
electors named him. The other thirty-five votes were scattered 
a t  random among ten individuals, no one of whom obtained 
more than nine. But by the terms of the constitution, even 
this was decisive; so that Mr. Adams became the first Vice- 
President of the United States. 

This narration is of great importance to the right conception 
of the later history, because in i t  is to be found the first trace 
of the opposition of sentiment which ultin~ately destroyed the 
federal party. Had the choice been left entirely to the precli- 
lections of the electors, without an effort to direct it, or to regu- 
late the mode in which it was to be made, there can be 110 

doubt that, whatever the issue might have been, everybody 
would have cheerfully acquiesced in it. In New England, and 
throughout the Union, the great body of those friends of the 
constitution who had been in the habit of reposing confidence 
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in Mr. Adams as a leader in the Revolution, would probably 
have fouild a voice in tlie Electoral Colleges, which might or 
might not have decided the choice in his favor. At any rate, 
they would have proved hearty in supporting him. The case 
was widely different with another class, who liad not har- 
monized with him during the struggle, and who now rcgu- 
lated their course upon very different considerations from those 
of personal preference. Of this class, Alexander Hamilton was 
rapidly becoming the representative and the spokesman. Active 
and energetic in promotiiigtthe adoption of the constitution 
itself, in the success of which, as  an experiment, lie entertained 
but a feeble confidence, his natural ardor impelled him to the 
exercise of "what influence he could command in the further 
and more delicate task of shaping the manner in which, and 
designating the men through whom, i t  should first be carried 
into operation. Coinciding with the rest of the world in the 
nomination of Washington for the chief position, his activity 
seems to have been exerted mainly to the point of determining 
the relation the second officer was to bear to the first. Towards 
the prominent men of Massachusetts, between whom his saga- 
city perceived the choice to lie, he was, at  best, indifferent. But 
he had not lost the old impressions obtained in the army, first 
against New England generally, and next against the Lees and 
the Adamses as caballing against Washington in the Revolu- 
tion, and therefore looked with great distrust upon the prospect 
of placing one of the latter in a situation of power to  embarrass 
the new government.] Reassured on this point by his friend 
Seclgwick, of Massachusetts, as well as by his own belief, that 
"to a sound understanding Mr. Adams joined an ardent love 
for the public good," he determined upon giving him the pref- 
erence. But he did it, subject to a refinement in policy, by 
which Mr. Adams was to be brought into place with as little 
of the appearance of equality with the President in the popular 
esteem as possible.8 The idea of any equalization of electoral 
votes, from which a possible danger to Washington's election 
could be apprehended, was preposterous. I t  is plain that he 

1 Hamilton to Sedgwick, Works of A. Hamilton, vol. i. p. 482. 
2 Ib. p. 487. 
3 Hamilton to Madison, ib. p. 489. 

VOL. I. 38 
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never entertained itB1 His exertions, to subtract votes from the 
number which would otherwise have been given to M;. Adams 
must tlieu be traced to some other motive ; and there is none, 
on the wholc, so probable as the desire to keep a check over the 
political influence of the second officer in the new government, 
should he prove to incline at  last to emban-ass the chief by his 
opposition. They were effective in New Jerbcy and Connecti- 
cut,2 not to say elsewhere, and to the extent of giving to Mr. 
Adams tlie appearance of being chosen by less than a majority 
of tlie electors. 

In the remarkable correspondence on this subject between 
Mr. Hamilton and his friends, a portion of which has been lately 
disclosed, it is a singular coincidence that Mr. Adams slionld 
have been recommended by Mr. Sedgwick, though not among 
his partisans, on the ground that lie was " a  man of uncou- 
qnerable intrepidity and of incorruptible integrity," and that 
the same gentleman should, twelve years later, have been one 
of the leading actors in, as well as  the most discontented with 
the issue of, the greatest trial to "which that intrepidity was ever 
subjected. He little foresaw, that in urging Mr. Hamilton to 
prefer Mr. Adams for these qualities, he was opposing to that 
gentleman's natural aspirations for command the only effectual 
barrier remaining within the reach of the federalists, and sowing 
the seeds of a division which was to end in the complete over- 
throw of the power of them all. The peculiar mode in which 
AIr. Hamilton thought i t  proper to concede that preference was 
the first great political error which he committed. Air. Adams 
very naturally felt that the process of deducting, in a clandestine 
manner, from the votes which but for that would have been 
given to him, was ominous of imperfect faith ; and he com- 
plained that he had been exposed to the world as the choice of 
a minority of the electors, when, except for positive interference, 
he would have received a t  least forty-one, and probably more, of 
the sixty-nine. This coml~laint, scarcely unreasonable in itself, 
i t  would have been more prudent i n  a public man not to express 
even in the privacy of the domestic circle; bnt Air. Adams, 
never a calculating politician, was not in the habit, excepting 

Hamilton to Sedgwick, Works of A. Hamilton, vol. i. p. 491. 
Wadsworth to Hamilton, ib. p. 492. See also J. Trumbull to J. Adams, it 

this work, vol. viii. p. 484, note. 
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in the most critical cases, of suppressing Ins feelings. The con- 
sequence was, that his unguarded language was tortured to  
justify the inference that he was dissatisfied at  not having been 
permitted the chance to receive as many votes as General 
Washington. This again came back to his knowledge, and 
another element of mutual distrust entered into the counsels 
of those who were destined to act together. 

Yet these causes, though beginning to operate a t  this time, 
produced no perceptible effects until long afterwards. Neither 
is it just to suppose that Air .  Adams attached much importance 
to them at  first. He  was satisfied with the honors conferred 
upon him, little as the labors of the post were adequate to a 
man of his abundant energies. No high situation in the gov- 
ernment of the United States could now be so easily lopped off 
without missingit, as that of the Vice-president. Its only con- 
sequence depends upon the contingency of a succession to the 
chief office. I t  was not by any means so insignificant, how- 
ever, when Mr. Adams was first chosen, as it has been in later 
times. Air. Hamilton had not overrated the importance of 
filling i t  with a steady friend. At that moment, the machine of 
government was to be set in motion, and i t  was material that 
all the principal parts should be put in a condition to work 
kindly together. The grand fact, of a serious division of public 
opinion upon its merits, and of the existence of a large body of 
the people ready from the outset to condemn it, was universally 
understood. I t  made itself painfully visible in the return of tlie 
individuals selected to serve in both branches of the legisla- 
ture. Although tlie lines were not then so sharply defined as 
afterwards, and in spite of the overruling influence of the name 
of Washington, there was reason to apprehend that the men 
who feared the constitution, would be nearly if not quite a s  
numerous in congress as  those who trusted it. This was 
particularly the case in the senate, over which body the Vice- 
President was required to act as the presiding officer. The as- 
sembly consisted, a t  the outset, only of twenty-two, out of whom 
the number of those who had favored the policy of enlarging 
the powers of government scarcely exceeded that of those who 
maintained the propriety of restricting them. This difference, 
from whicli the constitution had narrowly escaped shipwreck at  
the start, made itself felt in every part of the organizing process 
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that formed the main business of the first congress. The crea- 
tion of the various subordinate branches of the executive depart- 
ment, especially that of the treasury, the establishment of order 
in the finances, where nothing of the kind could be made to 
prevail under the old system, the construction of a plan for rais- 
ing a revenue, the consolidation of all outstanding obligations 
that had been incurred during the struggle, and the marking out 
of the complicated channels for the administration of justice in 
the federal courts, all devolved upon it. The first instance in 
which opposition developed itself by close divisions in both 
Houses, occurred in the case of the law proposed to  organize the 
Department of Foreign Affairs. Tlie question most earnestly 
disputed turned upon the power vested by the constitution in 
the President to remove the person a t  the head of that bureau, 
a t  his pleasure. One party maintained it was an absolute right. 
The other insistcd that i t  was subject to the same restriction 
of a ratification by the senate which is required when the officer 
is  appointed. After a long contest in the house of represcn- 
tatives, terminating in favor of the unrestricted construction, the 
bill came up to the senate for its approbation. 

This case was peculiar and highly important. By an anom- 
aly in the constitution, which, upon any recognized theory, i t  is 
difficult to defend, the senate, which, in the last resort, is made 
the judicial tribunal to try the President for m~lversation in 
office, is likewise clothed with a power of denying him the 
agents in whom he may choosc most to confide for the faithful 
execution of the duties of his station, and forcing him to select 
such as  they may prefer. If, in addition to this, the power of 
displacing such as  he found unworthy of trust had been sub- 
jected to the same control, it cannot admit of a doubt that the 
government must, in course of time, have become an oligarchy, 
in which the President would sink into a mere instrument of 
any faction that might happen to be in the ascendant i n  the 
senate. This, too, a t  the same time that he would be subject to 
be tried by them for offences in his department, over which he 
could exercise no effective restraint whatever. In such case, the 
alternative is inevitable, either that he would have become a 
confederate with that faction, and therefore utterly beyond the 
reach of punishment by impeachment a t  their hands, for ofl'cnces 
committed with their privity, if not at their dictation, or else, in 
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case of his refusal, that he woulcl have been powerless to defend 
himself against the paralyzing operation of their ill-will. Such 
a state of subjection in the executive head to  the legislature is 
subversive of all ideas of a balance of powers drawn from the 
theory of the British constitution, and renders probable at any 
moment a collision, in which one side or the other, and i t  is 
most likely to be the legislature, must be ultimately annihilated. 

Yet, however true these views may be in the abstract, it 
would scarcely have caused surprise if their soundness had not 
been appreciated in the senate. The temptation to magnify 
their authority is commonly all-powerful with public bodies of 
every kind. In  any other stage of the present government than 
the first, i t  would have proved quite irresistible. But  through- 
out the administration of General Washington, there is visible 
among public men a degree of indifference to power and place, 
which forms one of the most marked features of that time. 
More than once the highest cabinet and foreign appointments 
went begging to suitable candidates, and begged in vain. To  
this fact it is owing, that public questions of such moment 
were then discussed with as  much of personal disinterestedness 
as can probably ever be expected to enter into them any- 
where. Yet even with all these favoring circumstances i t  soon 
became clear that the republican jealousy of a centralization 
of power in the President would combine with the esprit de 
corps to rally a t  least half the senate in favor of subjecting 
removals to their control. In such a .case, the responsibility 
of deciding the point devolved, by the terms of the constitu- 
tion, upon Mr. Adams, as Vice-President. The debate was 
cont,inued from the 15th to t,he 18th of July, a very longt ime 
for that clay in an assembly comprising only twenty-two mem- 
bers when full, but seldom more than twent,y in attendance. 
A very brief abstract, the only onu that has yet seen the light, is 
furnished in the third volume of the present work. Mr. Adams 
appears to have ipade i t  for ,the purpose of framing his own 
judgment in tlie contingency which he must have foreseen as 
likely to occur. The final vote was taken on the 18t'h. Nine 
senators voted to subject the President's power of removal 
to the will of the senate ; Messrs. Few, Grayson, Gunn, John- 
son, Izard, Langclon, Lee, Maclay, and Wingate. On the other 
hand, nine senators voted against claiming the restriction ; 

38 * 0 2 
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Messrs. Bassctt, Carroll, Dalton, Elmer, Henry, Morris, Pater- 
son, Read, and Strong. The result depended upon the voice of 
the Vice-president. It was the first time that he had been 
summoned to such a duty. It was the only time, during his 
eight years of service in that place, that he felt the case to be 
of such importance as  to justify his assigning reasons for his 
vote. These reasons were not committed to paper, however, 
and can therefore never be known. But in their soundness it is 
certain tliat be never had the shadow of a donbt. His decision 
settled the question of constitutional power in favor of the 
President, and consequently established the practice under the 
government, which has continued down to this day. Although 
there have been occasional exceptions taken to it in argument, 
especially at  moments when the executive power, wielded by a 
strong hand, seemed to encroach upon the limits of tlie coordi- 
nate departments, its substantial correctness has been, on the 
whole, quite generally acquiesced in. And all have agreed, tliat 
no single act of the first congress has been attended with more 
important effects upon the working of every part of the gov- 
ernment. 

But though this was the first and the most important case in 
which the casting vote of the Vice-president was invoked to 
settle the details of organization, it was by no means the only 
one during the time Mr. Adams presided over the senate. Very 
seldom was the majority on disputed points more than two; 
and four times, during this session, the numbers stood nine 
against nine. At the second session, his casting vote was 
called for, twelve, a t  the third, four times, making twenty times 
during the first congress, and always upon points of impor- 
tanee in the organie laws. The services thus rendered make 
little figure on the records ; but the effect of them, in smoothing 
away, at  a critical moment, many of the obstacles to the estab- 
lishment of the government, will continue to be felt so long 
as the form itself shall endure. 

President Washington, anxious to unite the-feelings of the 
people, began his administration by calling into his cabinet the 
lcadiiigexponents of opposite opinions. In this way, Thon~as  
Jefferson was placed a t  the head of the foreign office, and Alex- 
ander Hamilton took the direction of the finances. The har- 
mony hoped for did not follow. No possible circumstances, 
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short of a renewal of the struggle for independence, could have 
availed to produce it. Both the persons named were men of 
the first class of minds, but they had little else in common. 
Neither could bear the ascendency of the other, or submit to be 
overruled without resentment. The consequence was, in the 
secret councils of the first administration, a perpetual conflict 
of opinions, which the imposing presence of the chief could 
barely prevent from breaking over every limit. Neither could 
this state of feeling continue in the cabinet without soon ex- 
tending itself into the ranks of those who sympathized with the 
respective combatants, and spreading from them among the 
people a t  large. For they were both representatives of ideas, and 
not merely of persons. The forms which this antagonism took, 
naturally followed the two lines of action in which the abilities 
of the combatants had been called into exercise ; but unforeseen 
and extrinsic circumstances contributed greatly to increase its 
intensity. T o  Mr. Hamilton the difficult task had been assigned 
of drawing order out of the chaos of the finances. He did so 
by proposing plans for funding the public debt, for the assump- 
tion of the state debts, for a national bank, a system of revenue 
from taxation internal and external, and a sinking fund. These 
plans all equally bristled with points of irritation to a large 
class of men, of whom Mr. Jefferson was soon regarded by the 
public as the natural head. They were opposed in both houses 
of congress with such pertinacity as barely to escape defeat. 

Here again the influence of Ah-. Adams became important. 
There can be no doubt that it would have turned the scale, 
had i t  been exerted in opposition. But though not in all cases 
entirely agreeing in sentiment with Mr. Hamilton 011 these sub- 
jects, and in some particulars holding very strong opposing 
opinions, he felt the necessity, to the very salvation of the 
machine of government, of sustaining some general system a t  
once, and therefore gave a cordial and hearty support to this 
as the most practicable plan. .The steady and uniform manner 
in "which he rendered it, always valuable to a public man when 
seeking the attainment of important results against active resist- 
ance, seems to have worked so far on the feelings of A h .  Ham- 
ilton as for the moment to dispel the distrust he had entertained 
of him a t  the outset of the government. When the time ap- 
proached at  which it became necessary to point out candidates 
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for re5lcction to the chief offices, he not only desisted from any 
further attempt to subtract from the number of electoral votes 
Mr. Adams might be likely to obtain, but he even solicited for 
him a general support, as " a  firm, honest, and independent 
politician." 1 This tribute i t  is important to bear in mind in a 
later stage of the narrative, when Mr. Hamilton found occasion 
for dissatisfaction in the exercise, in his ow11 case, of these very 
qualities which he now commended. 

But whatever may have been the state of the public mind 
caused by those financial questions which were determined in 
the course of the first administration of General Washington, 
it did not, nor, with the exception, perhaps, of direct taxation, 
can such matters in themselves ever, excite a very deep agita- 
tion of the popular passions. Neither is i t  possible to expect 
much duration of discontent after the measures in dispute 
begin sensibly to connect themselves with the national pros- 
perity. It could not be denied that tlie revival of confidence 
consequent upon them acted like magic upon industry, and 
began that great development of material wealth which has gone 
on with almost unbroken continuance to this day. Whether 
Air .  Hamilton's plans caused this change, or whether, if they 
did, they were the best that could have been devised, became 
speculations only for the curious. At all events, they were fol- 
lowed by the desired effect. The commercial and moneyed 
interests, which were the first to feel it, a t  once rallied around 
Mr. Hamilton as their benefactor, and they never deserted him 
afterwards. A new power arose, that of the fu~~clholders, the 
rapid increase of which inspired Mr. Jefferson with alarm and a 
determination to resist it. But all his opposition would have 
availed little, had i t  not been for a new and extraordinary dis- 
turbing force, which came in to aid him by giving another 
course to the public feeling. This was_the French rev~1ation.- 

This moral earthquake was, at the outset, hailed by the people 
of America, with Washington a t  their head, as the harbinger of 
a new era of republican liberty. Their sympathies, quickened 
by the remembrance of the aid received in tlie days of their own 
tribulation, and warmed by visions of a brilliant futurity, not 
only prompted earnest prayers for the success of the French 

1 Hamilton to C. C. Pinckney, Hamilton's Works, vol. v. p. 533. 
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republicans, but dictated assistance, in case of emergency grow- 
ing out of the pressure of the monarchical con~binations against 
t,hem. On the other hand, the supercilious and-neglectful ~011- 

duct of Great Britain towards them since the peace, had only 
contributed to confirm their sentiments of alienation and dislike 
in that quarter. Of this attraction towards the one nation and 
repulsion from the other, Thomas Jefferson was. the natural 
exponent in America; whilst his official position made him 
necessarily prominent as a guide and adviser in framing the 
incipient relations of the country 'with both. A brilliant rather 
than a jnst thinker, the necessary consequence of a mind more 
comprehensive than true, the sanguine visions of a glorious 
issue from the French revolution were slow with him in vanish- 
ing. Neither did they disappear a t  last without leaving an 
impression upon his mind, and upon that of the large class in 
America who followed him, that his calculations had been well 
founded, and that the disastrous failure, which so grievously 
disappointed him, was chargeable to accident rat,her than any 
intrinsic cause. 

Here is the great point of divergence in the action of Air .  
Adams, which most strongly illustrates the difference of char- 
acter between him and Mr. Jefferson. Not called, in his official 
position, to take a n y  part in directiu$he opinions of others, he 
could not forbear to express his own. The phenomena in 
France had never, from the outset, roused his enthusiasm; for 
he had early detected the element of destructiveness which they 
contained. Before Burke had ever ventured to  interpose, with 
his giant's strength, to stay the torrent of passion then threaten- 
ing to submerge all Europe, he had predicted that the experi- 
ment of self-government, upon which the French had entered, 
would fail. In  a letter to Dr. Price, acknowledging the recep- 
tion of a copy of t,he discourse, &l~icll first drove Burke into 
this field of controversy, he usedthese memorable words :- 

I know that encyclopedists and economists, Diderot and 
D'Alembert, Voltaire and Rbusseau, have contributed to this 
great event more than Sidney, Locke, or Hoadly, perhaps more 
than the American Revolution ; and I own to you, I know not / 

I what to make of a republic of thirty million atheists?' . . . . . ! 

" Too many Frenchmen, after the example of too many Amer- 
icans, pant for equality of persons and property. The imprac- 
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ticability of this, God Almighty has decreed, and the advocates 
for liberty who attempt it will surely suffer for it." 

It would be difficult, in smaller compass, to point out the 

I sources of the calamities that followed. Tlie writer had never 
sympathized with the speculations of the class of French writers 

, to which he refers. Mr. Jefferson, on the contrary, naturally 
coinciclcd with their views. Their want of a warm and yet 
restraining religious faith raised no ripple of distrust, for no 
image of the sort ever came reflected from his own mind; 
whilst A i r .  Adams's strong convictions of the impossibility of 
maintaining an equality of condition in any civilized society, 
savored to  him of a backslidinginto absolutism, whicli lie ever 
afterwards laid to his charge, Bnt this suspicion of Mr. Jeffer- 
son was really founded in a misconception of Mr. Adams's 
whole cast of mind, which had been formed in tlie mould of the 
English writers, 5ome of whom he names in his letter to Dr. 
Price, and which never relished the vague and fanciful specula- 
tions of the French school. 

There was, in this particular 7 -  a clear oppositioi~ in the sys- 
terns of the two men ; the only one, it should be remarked, that 
was really developed i n t h e  course of their singularly - blended -- 

career. So  long as the causes of this division continued to 
operate, the separation between them grew wider and wider. 
Mr. Adams took up  his pen, and furnishcd to the columns of 
a newspaper in Philadelphia a series of papers containing an 
analysis of Davila's History of the civil convulsions of France 
in the sixteenth century, which he wrote to illustrate more fully 
the dangers from powerful factions in ill-balanced forms of 
government. In this doctrine, Mr. Jefferson saw visions of an 
impending monarchy, which he sought to dissipate, not directly, 
but by secretly instiga&n~tl~e adoption>?s an antidot?, @ 
Thomas -- ~ a i i e ' s  Rights of Man," just then published in Great 
Britain. The accidental exp6sui'e of this interference, on the 
first page of that pamphlet, as reprinted in Philadelphia, brought 
another champion into the field to complicate tlie action. The 
papers of Publicola, written by John Quincy Adams, then a 
young lawyer in Boston, without any commnnication with hi 
father, and first printed in a newspaper of that town, attracted 
great attention everywhere. They were reprinted in New York 
and Philadelphia, afterwards collected by Stockdale. in Lon- 
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don, and published there as the work of John Adams. They 
were not his, however, excepting so far as  the son might have 
imbibed with his growth the principles which animated the 
father through life. Those principles were widely remote from 
the doctrines of Paine. They seemed to Mr. Jefferson like add- 
ing fuel to the funeral pile of liberty; and the whole force of 
his friends was soon concentrated to resist their progress. The 
Adamses, on the other hand, denying the justice of this iniputa- 
tion, 1 F d e d  - Mr. -- Jeflerson's support - of Paine as bordering too 
closely upon social disintegration, and favoring a mere popular 
tyranny. Thus came about the joining of that issue upon - - -  
fundamental principles in America, which must ever take place 
under all forms of free government, so long as human society 
shall remain what it is. 'llhe conservative and the democratic 1 

- republic may be considered as the general types which have 
from that day to this marshalled the respective divisions of the 1 

people of the United States in opposition to each other, when 
not affected by disturbing influences from without. 

The habits of Washington, his military life and his social 
relations, naturally placed him in the conservative class ; and as 
the wild disorders of the revolution more and more developed 
themselves in France, as well as through the troublesome in- 
trigues of M. Genet nearer home, he became more and more 
alienated from the views which Mr. Jefferson was known to 
favor. That gentleman had, as Secretary of State, nevertheless 
persevered in executing the policy laid down for the adminis- 
tration during its first term of office, and had very faithfully 
maintained the reputation of the country, equally well against 
the impertinent aggressiveness of M. Genet, the envoy of demo- 
cratic France, and the supercilious arrogance of Mr. Hammond, 
the representative of British aristocracy.  hish had not been 
done, however, without the occurrence of dissensions within the 
cabinet, and a sense of the growing preponderance of opinions 
opposite to his, that threatened daily to fix him more firmly the 
champion of a policy with which he had no sympatliy, and the 
promotion of which was felt by his friends as  well us himself 
to be fatal to the maintenance of his own. 

The second election of President and Vice-president passed 
away; and Mr. Aclams, against whom the only demonstration 
of opposition was made, came in over George Clinton, set up 
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as his competitor, by a decided preponderance in the Electoral 
Colleges. For Mr. Jefferson to continne lougcr in the cabinet 
in which his influence was sinlcing, was not only distasteful to 
himself, but was putting a restraint on the ardor of opposit'ion, 
and impairing the energies of his friends, without any com- 
pensatiug prospect of good. He determined to withdraw; and 
his act became the signal for the consolidation of the party, 
which looked to him as its chief. Broad and general ground 
was now t,alcen against the whole policy of the administ,ration, \, - " 

and t,he arrows, restrained within tlie quiver so long as lie 
remained liable to be hit, were now drawn forth and sharp- Â 
ened for use even against Washington himself. 

Neither was Jefferson wanting, in this crisis, to his duty of a '1 commander in the war. As he stepped from the threshold of 
office, he gave the requisite plan of the campaign. It was con- 
tained in his celebrated report upon tlie commercial relations 

.- - .- - P ---- 
of the country with foreign nations, the drift of which was favor- 

. . .- - - - - - 
able to France and adverse to Great Britain. The able reason- 
ing which it contained, received new force from the hostility 
manifest,ecl by the latter conutry to American commerce. No 
sooner was war declared by her with France, than she began to 
play the tyrant over weaker nations on the ocean, by Orders in 
Council designed to harass the trade of neutrals with her enemy 

! Of course, the sympathy with France and the disgust with Eng 
land proportionally increased in America, and naturally stmc 4 
into the channel formed for them by Mr. Jefferson. Fortunately 
for him, he had an auxiliary then in the house of representa- 
tives, possessed of singular judgment and skill, upon whom the 
lead of the oppositio~i devolved, and to whose dexterity and 
calmness, as a legislator, in tempering in action his  own ten- 
dencies to extravagance in theory, much of his success must 
be ascribed. With far less of original genius, Mr. Msuli -~ 
a more cautious counsellor and a more prudent adini 
The house of representatives assembled in 1794, in a temper t 
adopt any measures against Great Britain, however ho 
was soon evident that some cliscrimina.tingact to favor the 
commerce with France a t  her expensc, a natural consequence 
of the reasoning of Mr. Jefferson's report, would meet the ap- 
probation of a majority. The only question was upon the 
extent to which i t  should be carried. Considering the violenc 

s 
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of the various propositions brought to light, General Washing- 
ton felt a t  once the embarrassments into which they might 
plunge him. He had already defined for the country a policy 

- of absolute neutrality. But  here was, on the other hand, what 
threatened to entail upon i t  an indefinite entanglement in war. 
Some immediate action was necessary in order to avert the 
danger. He determined upon resorting to an extraordinary 
measure. 

This measure was the nomination of the chief justice of the 
supreme court of the United States, John Jay, as a special 
ambassador to the court of Great Britain, for the purpose of 
attempting some settlement of the questions hi dispute by a 
treaty. I t  checked, without extinguishing the ardor of the 
majority, who went oil, nevertheless, to adopt a bill - prohibit,ing - . - 
the admission of all the commodities of Great Britain, until the- 

-. . - . .  - 

grievances complained o f  should be entirely redressed by her. 
Had this measure been carried through both branches of the 
legislature, there can be little doubt that it would have rendered 
the mission of Mr. Jay wholly abortive. The effect must have 
been to involve the United States, as a party, iu the terrific con- 
test then just beginning between the great powers of Europe. 
Peace depended upon the action of the senate, and the senate 
was almost equally divided. When the question came up for 
decision, on the 28th of April, upon two or three preliminary 
divisions, the opposition did not appear to rally; but, on the 
passage of the bill to a third reading, the vote stood thirteen' to 
thirteen. The Vice-President then exercised his privilege of a 
casting vote, and the measure was defeat@. Only second in 
importance to this was his action, a month or more before that 
time, upon a bill from the Lower House, designed to put a stop 
to daring violations of neutrality, like those which M. Genet, 
relying upon the popular connivance, had already perpetrated 
with impunity. Such a measure was demanded by govern- 
ment, as a proof of its good faith, in issuing the proclamation 
which it had done, declaring'its policy to be rigid neutrality. 
But i t  met with a stiff resistance in the senate, and three times 
the casting vote of the Vice-President was required and given 
to secure its safety. 

This great power lodged with the Vice-president has never 
been brought into exercise by any subsequent occupant of the 

VOL. 1. 3 9 
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presiding chair of the senate to the same extent that it wa., 
whilst Mr. Adams filled the office. A11 examination of the 

1 journals shows that this took place almost entirely during his 
first term of office. I t  happened to him, however, to be called 
npon six times during the session now in question, after which 
the federalists gained enough upon their opponents to prevent 
its use so often. But three cases occur in the remaining three 
years. 

Though in some respects irksome, the duties of the second 
office in the United States are not laborious. They give no 
scope to the peculiar talents in debate which had distinguished 
Mr. Adams in the early congress, and they impose silence, calm- 
ness, and impartiality, virtues, the practice of which was by no 
means in unison with his natural disposition strongly to take a 
side, and ardently to advocate it. Yet, difficult and delicate as 
was his situation between parties so equally balanced, he seems 
to have succeeded in performing his task to the acceptance of 
all. And although complaining from time to time of the meagre 
compensation allowed him upon which to maintain his family, 
as well as himself, on the scale which had been established a t  
the outset of the new government, he seems never a t  any period 
of his life to have been more happy and light-hearted. The best 
idea of i t  may be obtained by extracts taken from his private -- 
correspondence with Mrs. ~ d a m s  a t  such times as she was not 
P -- - - - - - - - -.- - - 
with him a t  Philadelphia, They abound in quiet strokes of --- . - - 
.humor and keen observation, which do not appear in his other 
writings, interspersed with the same characteristic truth and 
nobleness of feeling which are found elsewhere. They come 
in particularly well at  this time, to break the monotony of the 
narrative, whilst they w h e l p  to illustrate the history of the 
events that were taking place. They date from the commence- 
ment of the congressional session of 1793-94, some acts of 
which have been already noticed. 

Philadelphia, 5 December, 1793. 

The President's speech will show you an abundance of 
serious business which we have before us. -. JMr. Jeflerson called 
on me last night, and informed me that to-day we should have 
tlie whole budget of foreign affairs, British a s  well as French. 
HP seems as little satisfied wit11 tlie conduct of the French 
minister as any one.a 
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The Viscount Noailles called on me, and I inquired after all 
hi? connections, in a family which I knew to be once in great 
power, wealth, and splendor. He seems to despair of liberty in 
France, and has lost, apparently, all hopes of ever living in 
France. He was very critical in his inquiries concerning the 
letters which were printed as mine in England. I told him 
candidly that I did not write them, and as frankly, in confidence, 
who did.1 He says they made a great impression upon the 
people of England ; that lie heard Air. Windham and A i r .  Fox 
speak of them as tlie best thing that had been written, and as 
one of the best pieces of reasoning and style they had ever read. 
Tlie Marquis (de Lafayette), lie says, is living, but injured in his 
health. Your old friend, the Marchioness, still lives in France in 
obscurity in the country. He thinks that a constitution, like 
that of England, would not last three days in France, and that 
monarchy will not be restored in a dozen years, if ever. The 
partitioning and arbitrary spirit of the combined powers will 
contribute more than any thing towards uniting the French 
under their old government. Frenchmen cannot bear the par- 
tition of their country; and rather than see it divided among 
their neighbors, they will unite in something or other. 

" It  will require all the address, all the temper, and all the 
firmness of congress and the States, to keep this people out of 
the war; or, rather, to avoid a declaration of war against us, 
from some mischievous power or other. It  is but little that I 
can do, either by the functions which the constitution has in- 
trusted to me, or by my personal influence ; but that little shall 
be industriously employed, until it is put beyond a doubt tliat it 
will be fruitless ; and then I shall be as ready to meet unavoid- 
able calamities as any other citizen." 

" 1 9  December, 1793. 

6 6  Citizen Genet made me a visit yesterday while I was in 
senate, and left his card. I shall leave mine at  his hotel to- 
morrow, as several of the senators have already hastened to 
return their visits. But we shall be in an awkward situation 
with this minister. I write you little concerning public affairs, 
because you will have every thing in print. How a govern- 
ment can go on, publishing all their negotiations with foreign 

1 The papers signed Publicola, heretofore mentioned as written by John 
Quincy Adams. See p. 454. 



nations, I know not. To me i t  appears as dangerous and per- 
nicious as  i t  is novel; but upon this occasion i t  could not, per- 
haps, have been avoided. You know where I think was the 
error in the first concoction. But  such errors are unavoidable 
where the people, in crowds out of doors, undertake to receive 

nibassadors, and to dictate to their supreme executive. 
fi I know not how i t  is, but in proportion as dangers threaten 
e public, I grow calm. I am very apprehensive that a des- 

perate anti-federal party 'will provoke all Europe by their inso- 
lence. But  my country has in its wisdom contrived for me the -- 
most insignificant office that ever the invention of man con- 
trived or his iina<rination conceived. And as I can doneither 

- L-- -- 
good nor evil, I must be borne away by others, and meet the 
common fate. 

The President has considered the conduct of Genet very 
nearly in the same light Â¥tt-it1 C o l ~ ~ m b u s , ~  and has given him 
a bolt of thunder. W e  shall see how this is supported by 
the two Houses. There are, who gnash their teeth with rage 
which they dare not own as yet. W e  shall soon see whether h we have any government or not in this country. If the Prcs- 

ident has made any mistake at  all, it is by too much partiality 
for the French republicans, and in not preserving a neutrality 
between the parties in France, as well as  among the belligerent 
powers. But although he stands a t  present as high in the ad- 
miration and confidence of the people as  ever he did, I expect 
he will find many bitter and desperate enemies arise in conse- 
quence of his just judgment against Genet. Besides that a 
party spirit will convert white into black, and right into wrong, 
we have, I fear, very corrupt individuals in this country, inde- 
pendent of the common spirit of party. The common inove- 
ments of ambition every day disclose to me views and hopes 
and designs that are very diverting ; but these I will not commit 
to paper. They make sometimes a very pretty farce, for amuse- 

I 
ment after the great tragedy or comedy is over. 

What  I write to you, must be in sacred confiden 
strict discretion?' 

' L  Our anti-federal scribblers are so fond of rotation, that the 
seem disposed to remove their abuse from me to the Presiden 

1 Other papers written 
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Bache's paper, which is nearly as bacl as Freneau's, begins to 
join ill co~lcert wit11 it to inanl the President -- for his .- - &a\ving- 
rooms, levees, declining to accept of invitations to dinners and 
tea parties, his birthday odes, visits, compliments, kc.  I may 
be expected to be an advocate for a rotation of objects of abuse, 
and for equality in this particular. I have held the office of 
libellee-general - long enough. The burden of i t  ought to be par- 
ticipated and equalized, according to modern republican prin- 
ciples. 

" The news from France, so glorious for the French army, is 
celebrated in loud peals of festivity, and elevates the spirits of 
the enemies of government among us more than i t  ought; for it 
will not answer their ends. W e  shall now see the form of the 
French republic. Their conventions will have many trials to 
make before they will come at  any thing permanent. The 
calamities of France are not over. I shall claim the merit of 
some little accuracy of foresight when I see General Lincoln, 
who, you remember, was inclined to think the Duke of Bruns- 
wick's march to Paris certain; while I was apprehensive that 
the numerous fortified towns in his way would waste his army, 
and consume the campaign. 

" W e  shall soon see the operation in France of elections to 
first magistracies. Sly attention is fixed to this object. I have 
no doubt of its effects ; but i t  is a curious question, how long 
they can last. W e  have lately seen how they have succeeded 
in New York, and what effect that election has had upon the 
votes for President. Cabal, intrigue, manoeuvre, as bacl as  any 
species of corruption, we have already seen in our elections; 
and when and where will they stop ? " 

9 January, 1794. 

America. W e  cannot well be in a more disagreeable situation 
than we are with all Europe, with all Indians, and with all 
Barbary rovers. Nearly one half the continent is in  constant 
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sation, wliic~i was extremely interesting, and equally affection- 
ate, I cannot explain even by a hint. But his earnest desire to  
do right,, and his close application to discover it, his deliberate 
and comprehensive view of our affairs with all the world, ap- 
 eared ill a very amiable and respectable light. The anti- 
federalist,~ ancl the frenchified zealots have nothing now to do, 
t,hat I can conceive of, lint to ruin his character, destroy his 
peace, and injure his health. He supports all their attacks with 
great firmness, ancl his health appears to be very good. The 
Jacobins would make a sortie upon him in all t'hc force they 
could muster, if they dared." 

The allusions in the next extract are to Samuel Aclams, a t  
tins time lieutenant-governor of Massachusetts, but whom the 
recent death of the governor, HAIICOQI~, had placed in the execu- 
tive chair for the remainder of the political year. At the open- 
ing of the winter session of the legislature he had made a 
speech, tlie greater part of which was taken 1113 with comments 

V on the proposition that " all men are created equal." Tlie 
'' other preacher of igalite," the Duke of Orleans, had lately 
perished under the guillotine. 

" 4 February, 1794. 

a I hope my old friend will never meet the fate of another 
preacher of ig-aliti, who was, I fear, almost as sincere as  him- 
self. By the law of nature, all men are men, and not angels- 
men, and not lions-men, and not \vh:iles-men, and not 
eagles-that is, they are all of the same species ; and this is 
the most that the equality of nature amounts to. But man  
differs by nature from man, almost as much as man from beast. 
The equality of nature is moral and political only, and means 
that all men are independent. But  a physical inequality, an 
intellectual inequality, of the most serious kind, is established 
unchangeably by the Aut,hor of nature ; ancl society lias a right 
to establish any other inequalities i t  may judge n e ~ ( ~ ~ s i i r y  for its 
good. The precept, however, do as you would be done by, im- 
plies an equality which is the real equality of nature and Chris- 
tianity, and has been known and understood in all ages, before 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts made the cliscoverv 
in January, 1794. 

"1 am pleased to hear that tlie court appointed again tlici: 
late State attorney. Mr. Dalton called on me, a few weeks ago, 
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to communicate to me a g e a t  secret. The President had the 
evening before taken him aside, and inquired of him very par- 
ticularly concerning the Vice-President's son at  Boston, his age, 
his practice, his character, kc., &c., a t  the same time making 
great inquiries concerning Air. Parsons, of Newburyport. From 
all which Mr. D. conjectured that Mr. Gore was to be appointed 
attorney-general of the United States, and J. Q. Adams, at- 
torney for the district. I was somewhat alarmed, and was 
determined to advise my son to refuse it, if i t  should be so, 
though I did not believe it. I would not advise Mr. J. Q. A. to 
play a t  small games in the executive of the United States. I 
had much rather he should be State attorney for Suffolk. Let  
him read Cicero and Demosthenes - much more eloquent than 
Madison and Smith. 

c L  The rascally lie about the Duke of York in a cage at  Paris, 
and Toulon and all the English fleet in the hands of the repub- 
lic, was fabricated on purpose to gull the gudgeons; and i t  
completely succeeded, to my infinite mortification. An attempt 
was made to get me to read the red-hot lie in senate, in order 
to throw them into as  foolish a confusion as that below them ;1 
but I was too old to be taken in, a t  least by so gross an artifice, 
the falsehood of which was to me palpable. 

" You apologize for the length of your letters, and I ought to 
excuse the shortness and emptiness of mine. Yours give me 
more entertainment than all the speeches I hear. There are 
more good thoughts, fine strokes, and mother wit in them than 
I hear in the whole week. An ounce of mother wit is worth a 
pound of clergy ; and I rejoice that one of my children, a t  least, 
has an abundance of not only mother wit, but his mother's wit. 
I t  is one of the most amiable and striking traits in his composi- 
tion. It appeared in all its glory and severity in Barnevel~lt.'~ 

If tlie rogue has any family pride, it is all derived from the 
same source. His Pa  renounces and abjures every trace of it. 
He has curiosity to know his descent, and comfort in the knowl- 
edge that his ancestors, on both sides, for several generations, 
have been innocent. But no pride in this. Pomp, splendor, 

1 All the bells of Philadelphia, on the occasion of this false report, are said, in 
the newspaper language of the day, to have " reechoed the glorious sound of 
dow~!fa l l  of t!jrants - t h e  riqhls of w i n  firever." 

2 A signature attached to some articles printeil in  a Boston newspaper. 



464 LIFE O F  JOHN ADAMS. 

office, title, power, riches, are the sources of pride, biit even 
these are not excuse for pride. The virtues ancl talents of 
ancestors should be considered as examples and solemn trusts, 
and produce meekness, modesty, and hiimility, lest they should 
not be imit;itecl and equalled. Mortification and humiliation 
can be the only legitimate feelings of a mind conscious that it 
falls short of its ancestors in merit. I must stop." 

It  may be int>eresting to some to know how this intelligence 
was received by the person to  whom i t  was addressed. Her 
letter, in reply, will show. She proved to be right in her con- 
jecture. The prince alluded to was the person afterwards Duke 
of Kent, and the father of the present Queen of England. 

l L  Quincy, February, 1784. 

" You say so many handsome things to me, respecting my 
let,tcrs, that you ought t,o fear making me vain; since, however 
we ma,y appreciate the encomiums of the world, the praises of 
those whom we love and esteem arc more dangerous, because 
we are led to believe the,m t,he most sincere. 

ci When I read in your letter the comm~inic~ation made you 
by Mr. Daltou, I drew a very different conclusion from i t  from 
what he did. I believe t,he President had some hint of the 
writer of certain pieces, ancl was led to make those inquiries 
respecting the master and the pnpil, that he might the better 
judge whether the pupil alone was capable of writing them. I 
am mnch better pleased that this should have been his object, 
than that the appointment Mr. D. suggested should have taken 
place. It' I have pride and ambition, it would not have been 
gratified by that ;  for instead of benefiting or advancing our son, 
i t  would have created envy, and injured him in his present pros- 
pect of increasing business. I t  would have been a feather whose 
point would have proved a stiug. Pie has acquired to himself 
by his writings, his abilities, and his general character for infor- 
mation, a reputation which his enemies fear, ancl which cannot 
be combated by any imputation upon his life and manners. 

" Prince Edward sailed last Sunday. H e  sent his aids to 
visit the Lieutenant-Governor, but would not go himself. He 
dined with Mrs. Hancock, and was visited by many gentlemen 
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in town. He went to the assembly with Mr. Russell, and 
danced with Mrs. R~issell. He went to visit tlie college, but I 
did not hear that he had any cnriosity to see Bunker Hill. He 
related an anecdote at  the table of the English consul. As he 
was coming from Quebec, he stopped a t  an inn, where an 
elderly countryman desired to see him. After some bowing, 
&c., the countryman said: ' I hear you are King George's son.' 
' They tell me so,' said tlie prince. 'And, pray, how do you 
like this country?' ' Why, very well,' replied his highness. 
'And how do you think your father liked to lose it ? ' ' Why, 
not half so well as I should like to live in it,' replied the prince, 
which answer pleased tlie countryman. I hear he took notice 
of all tlie French refugees, and offered any of them a passage 
with him to the West Indies. His stay here was very short; 
and it was best it should be so." 

In the following extracts, Mr. Adams gives some idea of the 
movements of the time : - 

" 8  February, 1794. 

Congress have been together more than two months, and 
have done nothing; and will continue sitting two months longer, 
and do little. I, for my part,, am wearied to death with ennui. 
Obliged t,o be punct,~ial by my habits, confined to my seat', as  in 
a prison, to see nothing clone, hear nothing said, and to say and 
do nothing. 0, that m y  rocks were here within a mile or two, 
and my little liabitatiob, and -- pretty - little wife - above all. Ah, 
I fear that some fault unknown has brought upoi me such - 
punishments, to be separated both when we were too young 
and when we are too old. 

I don't believe we shall adopt Mr. Madison's motions,' or 
build a navy. But if we do not purchase a peace with the 
Algerines, we shall all deserve to become their captives. 

" The Genetians had a frolic on the 6th, in commemoration 
of the treaty,Z and drank toasts enough to get merry. So  cor- 
dial, so loving, so fraternal, so heat and elegant, so sweet and 
pretty ! Have you read them? Franklin, Bryan, Reed, Hutch- 
inson, and Sergeant, tlie heroes. F i t  company for Dallas, Mifilin, 

1 They had been postponed, on the 5th, by a vote of 51 to 47, regarded as a 
test of the sense of the House. 

2 The alliance with France, 6 February, 17 78. 
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and Genet! No harm done, however, that I hear of. A sharp 
shot or two a t  the President. 

" The havoc made in our. trade, I fear, will distress us. I 
suspect that immense sums borrowed of banks have fallen a 
sacrifice in France, as well as  on the seas; and when tlie clay 
of payment comes, more credits must be given, or bankruptcies 
ensue. Borrowing of banks for a trading c:ipital is very uniner- 
cantile. However, we shall not go to  war, and nothing is to be 
dreaded so much as that. 

(' I fear the English will have all the West  Inclies, leaving a 
little to Spain. This I don't like a t  all. W e  shall see what 
another campaign will do in Europe. If the English assist la 
Vencl6e, which, if they had been cunning or vise, they would 
have clone last year, i t  is thought that Brittany, Normandy, and 
Picardy will declare for a king. BLI~  of this there can be no 
certainty." 

" 9 February. 

(' So the tables are turned on the French faction ; and the 
English faction will exult, in their turn, in the prospect of the 
West India Islands a conquest to England, the French navy 
wholly ruined, and insurrection spreading from province to  
province. Alas ! I see no cause of joy in all these exultations 
011 either side. I am compelled to console myself as  well as  
can. 

': Durum ! sed levius fit patienti% 
f d v ~ ^ u  JTit &L Quicquid corrigere est nefas! - 

c c  ' Es t  aliquis et dolendi decor. Hie sapienti scrvandus est. 

/ ~ L C C &  E t  quemadinodum in eeteris rebus, ita e t  in lacrimis aliquid sat 
est. Impr~identiuin n t  gaudia, sic dolores exundavcre. B q u o  

',/L~-'' 9 Y, a i Ã £ Ã  exeipe Ã£ecessai-ia. 
(cDoi17t be impatient for the meaning of these mysteries. 

Wai t  till John comes 1113 to translate them. 
" Indeed, and in truth, I see no consolation upon these occa- 

sions but in stoicism or Christianity. I am 110 more delighted 
witli the idea of the West  Indies in the hands of the Eng- 
lish, than I was with Brabant and Flanders in  the power of 
Duinouriez." 

" 23 February. 

" The birthday was celebrated yesterday witli as mneh joy, 
affection, and festivity as ever; and, as i t  happened, the new 
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French minister was then presented. Poor Genet, I fear, is 
undone. Bad as  his conduct has been, I cannot but pity him. 
What  will become of him, I know not. The name of his suc- 
cessor is Fauchet. Gloomy as I was, in expectation daily of 
afflicting news from home, I contented myself with paying my 
respects to the President, with the senate ; but I thought it - 
would not become me to  be present a t  the ball, of a Saturday 
night, especially a t  a time when I could not get i t  out of my 
thoughts that my venerable parent1 might be closing her eyes 
forever. 

" The senate has been several days trying a contested election 
of Mr. Gallatin, with their doors open. It is, a t  lengt,li, deter- 
mined that a gallery is to be built, and our debates public at 
the next session of congress. What  the effect of this measure, 
which was a t  last carried by a g e a t  majority, will be, I know 
not;  but i t  cannot produce greater evils than t,he contest about 
it, which was made an engine to render unpopular some of the 
ablest and most independent members. Some of the yonnger 
members may descend from their dignity so far, perhaps, as to 
court popularity a t  the expense of just,ice, truth, and wisdom, by 
flattering the prejudices of the audience, but I think they will 
lose more esteem than they will acquire by such means." 

The question which the writer decided, as mentioned in the 
next extract, is the one heretofore alluded to, upon the bill to 
prevent violations of neutrality. 

1 2  March. 

r' I have all along flattered myself with hopes that I might 
with propriety have taken leave of the senate, and returned 
home as soon as  t,he roads might be settled; but such is the 
critical state of our public affairs, and I daily hear such cloct,rines 
advanced and supported by almost and sometimes quite one 
half of the senate, that I shall not prevail on myself to abandon 
my post. This day, the senators were equally divided upon a 
question which seemed to me to involve nothing less than peace 
and war ; and I was obliged to decide it, to  the no small chagrin 
of a number. If this country is involved in war, i t  shall not be 
by my fault. Ba t  if i t  comes either fiom the malice of our 
enemies or the imprudence of our own people, it may perhaps 

1 Mr. Adams's mother was still living at a very advanced age. 
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be found that I shall not shrink from its difficulties sooner than 
some who now seek it in disgnise. Business is now carried on 
with rapidity in both Houses, and I shall have a month of 
severe duty. I have not been absent a day. I t  is, to be sure, a 
punishment to hear other men talk five hours every clay, and not 
be a t  liberty to talk a t  all myself, especially as more than half 
I hear appears to me very young, inconsiderate, and inexpe- 
rienced." 

The President pro tempore, spoken of in tlie next letter, was 
John Langclon, of New Hampshire, who soon after this t,ime 
went into open opposition. 

15 March. 

I know not how to t,hrow off the lassitude that hangs upon 
me. Weary of a daily round, which to me is more confined 
and more insipid than to any other, I would gladly p home ; 
but at a time so critical as this, i t  would not be justifiable to 
quit my post, if there were no particular reasons against it. 
Bat  as the senate is nearly divided in all great questions, and 
the President pro tern. has lately taken i t  in his head to shift his 
box, my retirement would give an entire new complexion to the 
government,. This circumstance, however, must not be repeated 
from me ; but it is true. 

Great pains have been, and still are, taken to inflame the 
populace of Philadelphia and New York; and they liave no 
method to correct this but by a town meeting, and by the tem- 
perate reasonings of the soundest part of the community, as they 
have at  Boston ; the consequence of which is that club meets to 
counteract club, merchants to undo what merchants have done, 
and the public opinion is a chaos, a Proteus - any thing, every 
thing, ancl nothing. Yet all sides trumpet ancl dogmatize about 
the public opinion. 

If t,he New England people suffer themselves to be artfully 
drawn int,o a war, they will be dupes indeed ; for all the men and 
most of the money must be forced from then] ; and while others 
will throw off tlie burden of British debts, and obtain all the 
advantages of fur and peltry trades, and western lands, we have 
not the smallest thing to hope, unless it be by privateering ; and 
such is now the tremendous naval superiority against us that 
we shall lose more than we gain by that. 



truction. All that I have and all that I am would I cheer- 

" Senate Chamber, 27 March. 

a 
I have one comfort; that in thought, word, or deed I have 

If the French had a better government and better morals, I 
uld feel easier." 

The violent measure spoken of in the next extract was the 
motion of A i r .  Dayton, as found in the journal of the House for 

' The people here are much cooler than they were last week. 
The embargo begins to be felt by many who have been the 
most noisy and turbulent. Speculation mingles itself in every 
political operation, and many merchants have already made a 
noble spec. of the embargo by raising their prices. But the 
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senator, Mr. James Ross, of Washington county, in the place of 
Mr. Gallatin. 

"A violent measure has been proposed in the House, to 
sequester all debts clue from American citizens to  British snb- 
jects. Such a motion will do 110 honor to our country. Such 
laws are illj~u-ious to the debtor as wcll as the creditor, for they 
cannot dissolve the contracts. It will not pass the House, and 
if it did, i t  would stop in the Senate. 

W e  are rejoiced t,hat the civic feast in  Boston succeeded 11( 

better. It is ast,onishing that Mr. A. should ever liave thought 
of implicating the government in so indecent and hostile a 
frolic? W e  have had a11 incessant stri~gglc all the \ v i~~ tc r  to 
restrain the intemperate ardor of the people out of doors and 
their too accurate representatives in both Honses. Too many 
of our good federalists are carried away a t  times by their pas- 
sions and the popular torrent, to concur in motions and conn- 
tcnauce sentiments inconsistent wit11 our neutrality, and tending 
directly to war. But I hope we shall be able to make a stand 
against all fatal attempts. 

I longto be a t  home, but I dare not ask leave to  go. The 
times are too critical for any man to quit his post without the 
most urgent necessit'y." 

7 April. 

i' W e  are still endeavoring t o  preserve peace. But  one moves 
a series of coinmereial regulations; anot,her, a sequestration of 
debts; a third, to  prohibit all intercourse wit11 Britain ; a fourth, 
to issue let,ters of marque against Algerines; all tending to 
excite snspicions in Britain that we are hostile to her, mid 
mean ultimately to join her enemies. One firebrand is scarcely 
quenched before another is thrown in ; and if the sound part of 
the community is not uncommonly active and attentive to sup- 
port us, we  shall be drawn off from our neutral ground, and 
involved in incomprehensible evils. I n  danger of a w:ir t,l~at 
will be umiecesriin-y, if not unjust; that has no public object in 
view; that must be carried on with allies the most claiigerous 

1 This was a festival proposed to be held in ISoston " to celebrate tlie sii(:ecsses 
of our French allies." The acting governor, Samnrl Adams, upon being applied 
to, consented to call out some military corps to assist upon the occasion. B u t  
the citizens generally provucl so lukc-wann that the committee appointed to 
prepare it suspended tlicir operations, assigiiina; as a reason "the uncerfaiinty 
of our political situation and the distresses of our trade." 
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that ever existed, my situation is as disagreeable as  any I ever 
knew. I should have no fear of an honest war ;  but a knavish 
one would fill me with disgust and abhorrence." 

In the succeeding lett,er, the writer comments upon Mr. 
Clark's resolution to prohibit intercourse with Great Britain, 
which was afterwards rejected by his casting vote, 

" 15 April. 

The House yesterday passed a resolut,ion in committee of 
tlie whole, whose depth is to me unfathomable. The Senate 
will now be called upon to show their independence ; and, per- 
haps, your friend to show his weakness or his strength. The 
majority of the House is certainly for n~ischief, and there is no 
doubt they represent the people in the Southern States and a 
large number in the Northern. Vox populi, vox Dei, they say, 
and so it is, sometimes. But it is sometimes the voice 
of Mahornet, of Caesar, of Catiline, the Pope, and the Devil. 
Britain, however, has done much amiss, and deserves all that 
will fall thereon. Her insolence, which yon and I have known 
and felt more than any other Americans, will lead her to ruin, 
and us half-way. W e  indeed are, in point of insolence, her 
very image and superscription ; as true a game-cock as she, and 
I warrant you, shall become as great a scourge to mankind." 

If Mr. Adams is correct in assigning the motive for the op- 
posit,ion to Air. Jay, i t  is only adding one more to the large 
number of instances on record of political miscalculations. I t  
can scarcely admit of a doubt that the treaty, which was the 
issue of his mission, roused an opposition which deterred the 
federalists from thinking of him as a candidate for tlie Pres- 
idency. 

" 19 April. 

Ci Senate has been three days in debate upon the appointment 
of Mr. Jay to go to London. .It has this day been determined 
in his favor, eighteen versus eiglit. 

C 6  You cannot imagine what horror some persons are in, lest 
peace should continue. The prospect of peace throws them 
into distress. Their countenances lengthen 'at the least opening 
of an appearance of it. Glancing gleams of joy beam from 
their faces whenever all possibility of it seems to be cut off. 
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You can divine the secret source of these feelings as  well as  
I. The opposition to Sir. Jay has been quickened by motives 
which will always influence every thing in an elect'ive govern- 
ment. Pretexts are never wanting to ingenions men ; but  the 
views of all t,he principal parties are always directed to  the 
election of the first magistrate. If Jay  should succeed, it will 
recommend him to the choice of the people for President, as  
soon as a vacancy shall happen. This will weaken the hopes 
of the Southern States for Jefferson. This I believe to be tlie 
secret motive of the opposition to him, though other things 
were alleged as ostensible reasons; such as his monarchical 
principles, his indifference about the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, his attachment to England, his aversion to France, none 
of which are "well founded; and his holding tlie office of chief 
jnstice, kc .  

The day is a good omen. May tlie gent'le zephyrs waft 
him to his destination, and the blessing of Heaven succeed his 
virtuous endeavors to preserve peace. I am so well satisfied 
with this measure tmhat I shall run the venture to ask leave to 
go home, if congress determines to sit beyond t,he middle of 
May. 

'( W e  are'ill-treated by Britain, and you and I know it is 
owing to a national insolence against 11s. If they force us int,o 
a war, it is my firm faith they will be chastised for i t  a second 
time worse than the first." 

' 22 April. 

" The President has a p e t e d  Mr. Jay to  30- to E~igland as  
- .  

envoy extraordinary, in hopes that satisfaction may be obtained 
for the injuries done us in the capture of our vessels. I have 
no very sanguine hopes of his succcss, but if any man can suc- 
ceed, I presume lie is as  likely as any. At least, he will give as 
much satisfaction to the American people as any man." 

' 5 Slay. 
I must remain here, because my friends say I must not go. 

Those whose principles are the same with mine, whose -\ 'iews " 

of public good coincide with mine, say that if we kecp together, 
we shall succeed to  t,hc end of the session as we have hitherto 
clone, in keeping off all the most pernicious projects. 
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The ways and means before the House of Representatives is 
a very important and a very difficult system. While I confess 
tlie necessity of it, and see its importance in giving strength to 
our government a t  home and consideration to our country 
abroad, I lament the introduction of taxes and expenses which 
"will accumulate a perpetual debt and lead to future revolutions. 

L L  Mr. Jay is to immortalize himself over again by keeping 
peace. This will depend on the valor of the French. I begin 
to rejoice in their successes more than I did. The English 
have treated us very ill. 

W e  must send a new minister to France, and another to 
Holland. Mr. Fa~lchet begins to grace our clemocratic societies 
with his presence. This must not be carried very far. These 
assemblies are very criminal. 

6 L  0, that I were with you ! " 
lL 10 May. 

W e  go on as usual, congress resolving one thing, and the 
clemocratical societies resolving the contrary ; the President do- 
ing what is right, and clubs and mobs resolving i t  to be all 
Â¥wrong 

a W e  had in Senate, a few days ago, the greatest curiosity of 
all. The senators from Virginia moved, in consequence of an  
instruction from their constituents, that the execution of the 
fourt'h article of the treat,y of peace, relative to bond fide debts, 
should be suspended until Britain should fulfil the seventh 
article. When the question was put, fourteen voted against 
it, two only, the Virginia delegates, for it ; and all the rest, but 
one, ran out of the room to avoid votingat all. And that one 
excused himse1f.l This is the first instance of the kind. 

The motion disclosed the real object of all the wild projects 
and mad motions which have been made during the whole 
session. 0 ,  liberty ! 0, my country! 0, debt! And, 0, sin ! 
These debtors are the persons who are continually declaiming 
against the corruption of congress. Impudence'! Thy front is 
brass." 

1 Yeas, 2. Messrs. Monroe and Taylor. 
Nays, 14. Messrs. Bradford, Cabot, Ellsworth, Foster, Frelinghuysen, Henry, 

Izard, King, Langdon, Livermore, Morris, Potts, Ross, and Strong. 
Messrs. Hawkins, Jackson, and Martin, appear to have been tliree of the per- 

sous who set the precedent, which has been often followed since, and by more 
distinguished public men. The usual attendance was about twenty-four. 

40 * 
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It is intercst,ing to note the comment upon the introduction 
of the practice of voting with print,ed ballots, which has since 
become universal. The effect of it, in increasing the force of 
assoc,iated action, and diminishing the individual power of 
choice between candidates, has never yet been sufficiently set 
forth. 

17 May. 

" Well! Boston comes on. Mr. Morton is now to be its 
leader. How changed in reputation since 1788 ! I wonder not 
a t  the choice of well-born Winthrop. He might, I suppose, 
liavc been chosen a t  any time. His father was one of my best 
friends, and the sou was a good so11 of liberty. I know of 
nothing to his disadvantage. The federalists committed an 
egregious blunder in a very unwarrantable and indecent at- 
tempt,, I had almost said, upon the freedom of elections, a t  their 
previous meeting for the choice of governor. The opposite 
party, to  be sure, practise arts nearly as unwarrantable in secret, 
and by sending agents with printed votes. But  this is no jus- 
tificatiou, unless upon Cato7s principle: In cowuphi civitate cor- 
ruptio est licita." 

A younger brother of Mr. Adams had been chosen a t  this 
election to represent the town of Quincy in the State legis- 
lature. In announcing it, Mrs. Adams had expressed to her 
husband her apprehension that he was too much inclined to 
hostilities with Great Britain. Tlie following comment contains 
the writer's system in few words : - 

19 May. 

" My brother will not vote for war, I hope, before it is neces- 
sary as well as  just. Great is the guilt of unnecessary war! 

c b  I have not a doubt but the farm has been well governed. I 
wish the State and the nation may be as well conducted. 

" The world is a riddle, which death, I hope, will unravel. 
Amidst all the trials I have gone through, I have much to bc 
grateful for: good  parent,^, an excellent wife, and promising 
children ; tolerable health, upon the whole, and competent for- 
tune ; success almost without example in a dangerous, dreadful 
revolution, nnd still hopes of better times." 

This important session of congress expired, as has been seen, 
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without any marked proceeding. But the extent to  which the 
sympathies of men had become enlisted on one side or the 
other of tlie great struggle going on in Europe can scarcely be 
understood a t  this day without a familiar acquaintance with the 
newspapers of the time. The violent discussions that had been 
held, ancl the close divisions upon all disputed questions that 
followed, make a significant prelude to the furious storm that 
raged cluringthe remainder of the second administration. 

Previously to entering upon this, however, i t  may be as well 
to close the correspondence of the season with the following 
letter cominuiiicating a most interesting fact to both the parties ; 
the entrance of their son, John Quincy Aclams, npon his cliplo- 
matic career. The Secretary of State alluded to was Edmund 
Randolph, who had succeeded to Air.  Jefferson a t  tlie beginning 
of the session. 

27 May. 
u It is proper that I should apprise yon, that the President has 

i t  in contemplation to send your son to Holland, that you may 
recollect yourself a n d e p a r e  for the event. I make this coin- 
muuication to you, in confidence, a t  the desire of the President 
communicated to me yesterday by the Secretary of State. You 
must keep it an entire secret, until i t  shall be announced to the 
public in the joiirnal of the Senate. But our son must hold 
himself in readiness to come to Philadelphia to converse with 
the President, Secretary of State, Secretary of the Treasury, kc., 
and receive his commissions ancl instructions, -without 103s of 
time. He  will go to  Providence in  the stage, and thence to 
New York by water, ancl thence to Philadelphia in the stage. 
He 'will not set out, however, until he is informed of his appoint- 
ment. Perhaps the Senate may negative him, and then his 
journey will be unnecessary." 

The nomination was made two days after the date of this 
letter, and - was confirmed by ~ the Senate on the 30th. - .  Ten days 
later that body dispersed. 

Since the hour that the scales turned in  favor of independence 
in Pennsylvania, that State has exerted a commanding influence 
over the internal politics of the United States. The nlanner 
in which that event was brought about, threw her into con- 
ncctions with New England, which continued, with slight in- 
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temiptious, down to the year 1794. At both of the elections, 
which had occurred since the organization of the new govern- 
ment, her electoral votes had been given in favor of Massa- 
cliusetts, in tlie only case where there was a division, in marked 
contrast to the policy of New York ; and the general character 
of her representation in both houses of congress had been 
friendly to tlie same power in the federal administration. But  
the causes which proclucecl this state of things had been g a d -  
ually wearing away, and others had been a t  work in the 
western section of the State, which heralded the change of 
policy that in time became decided. One great instrument 
to alienate the popular feeling was found in the law passed in 
1791, laying a duty upon spirits distilled within the United 
States, which stimulated the discontent at  once of the con- 
sumers and of those who found a market for their superfluous 
grain in the manufacture. 

This law was one of tlie serious mistakes of tlie federal 
party. For the trifling revenue obtained from it, proved by no 
means an equivalent for the irritation that, in the unsettled 
state of public affairs a t  the outset of a new government, ensued. 
Here is to be traced the rise of another individual, Albert 
Gallatin, not inferior to Hamilton in the powers of his mind, 
and much his superior in the shrewclness and discretion which 
he brought to the management of great public concerns. Ex- 
cluded from the Senate by a constitutional obstacle, he had 
nevertheless succeeded in organizing the opposition of the 
western counties to such an extent as  to render him a power- 
ful coadjutor in the policy of which Mr. Jefferson had become 
the type. The zeal of the people in that regiou, however, so 
far outran their discretion, that they broke out this summer into 
open resistance to the authority of government. The civil 
officers were set a t  defiance, and had to fly for their lives. 
And the duty devolved upon the President of maintaining the 
supremacy of the federal law by an armed force. Of this force, 
Mr. Hamilton took the direction without having the nominal 
command. The mere appearance of it was sufficient to restore 
order, as none of the leading men in that quarter had entertained 
any intention of pushing matters to extremity. But the hos- 
tility to Mr. Humilton, as a member of the cabinet, had become 
so bitter in a large suction of the Union, and his remaining in it, 
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after Jefferson's retirement, had been construed as giving so 
decided a party complexion to the administration, that he deemed - - 
it best likewise to withdraw. The next session of congress be- - - - 
gall in November, with important c.hanges to the country. Few 
of the elder class of public men could be found willing to breast 
the fury of the political elements. President Washington was 
obliged to select Oliver Wolcott, of Connecticut, whom Mr. 
Hamilton probably pointed out to him, as the next secretary of 
the treasury, and Timothy Picliering, of Massachusetts, to sue- 
ceed General Knox, who insisted npon retirement from the war 
department. Both these appointments were from New England, 
where the government was already sufficiently strong. Neither 
of them gave any reinforcement to the popularity of the admin- 
istration,1 which from this time rested upon the name and char- 
acter of the President alone. Fortunate was it for the country 
that in the ordeal which ensued, such a support was reserved 
to carry i t  through in safety. For the events that occurred were 
of a nature to task even that strength to the utmost. 

The short session of 1794-1795 passed away in a state of 
comparative calm. Although the opposition yet held a major- 
ity in the House of Representatives, its force had been weakened 
by the events of the summer, and both parties were willing, 
before engaging in a new- trial of strength, to await the result 
of the negotiations which Mr. Jay was understood to be con- 
ducting with the British ministry. Only three days after the 
close of the session, the cabinet received the intelligence that 
the terms of a treaty had been agreed upon, and accordingly the 
President directed the Senate to be especially convoked in June 
for the purpose of passing upon its ratification. Mr. Adams's - - - - --- 7- 

letters during this session are - short, and beingnecessarily 
restrained by the obligation to secrecy, are very meagre. Yet 
they contain some hints. 

" 9 June, 1795. 

cc  The Senate assembled yesterday, a t  eleven ; twenty-five 
members present. The new Senators were sworn, and a com- 
mittee waited on the President, who immediately sent a message 
with the treaty, which was read, together with a part of a vol- 

1 Tins is conceded by Mr. Gibbs as it respects lTYolcott. It is even more true 
of Pickering. Administrations of Washington and Adams, vol. i. p. 175. 
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ume of negotiations which a c c o ~ n p a n - ~  _.. _ _.. Butler and Mr. 
Green arrived last night, as I bear, so that we shall be very full. 

Your curiosity, I doubt not, is all alive. But-mum- 
mum - mum." 

Airs. Adams was a t  this time in New York. $I the evening -~-- - 

of the same clay he wrote again, transmitting the pamphlet then 
just issued by Cobbett, called "A Bone to gnaw for the Demo- 
crats? 

u The Senate are now in possession of the budget. It is a 
bone to gnaw for the aristocrats as  "well as  the democrats; and 
while I am employed in attencliiigtthe digestion of it, I send 
you inclosed an amusement which resembles it only in name. 
I can form no judgment when the process will be over. We 
must wait with patience. 

Be very careful, my dearest friend, of what you say in that 
circle and city. Tlie times are perilous." 

The writer lived almost to  the time to witness the feasibility 
of what he in the next letter manifestly regards as  a very wild 
wish. 

"11 June. 
If I co-ald take a walk or a ride to New York in the evening 

and come here again in the morning how clever i t  would be ! 
' Mr. Jay  spent last evening with me, and let me into the 

history of the treaty and negotiation, explaining his views of 
its intent and operation. I can say nothing 1111011 it a t  present. 

" I have read eight of Mr. A.'s dispatclies; and fourteen 
remain to be read. Government is much pleased with them. 

' My love to all. When I shall get away from this eity, is 
uncertain. But I have no hopes of beingcsccnetl before the 
end of next week. The treaty is of great extent and impor- 
tance, and will not be rejected nor adopted without a thororigh 
exaniiiiation. I presume every member will wish for snch an 
iiivestiption as will enable him to render a reason for his vote, 
whether pro or con." 

During the absence of Mr. Jay, i n  England, he had been 
elected governor of the State of New York. 



a Mr. Aclet was presented to the President on Tuesday, and, 
accompanied by the Secretary of State, made me a visit imme- 
diately after his audience. I was not a t  home, but in Senate. 
On Wednesday morning I returned his visit a t  Oeller's hotel. 

fi He is not a friend to clubs-announced to the President 
the entire annihilation of factions in France, &c 

His Excellency, Governor Jay, returned yesterday to New 
York. He has been very sociable and in fine spirits. His 
health is improving. W e  have no chief justice as yet nomi- 
nated. I t  is happy that Mr. Jay's election was over before the 
treaty was published ; for the parties against him would have 
quarrelled with the treaty, right or wrong, that they might give 
a color to their animosity against him." 

"All the next week will be taken up, I suppose, in further 
investigations of the subject before Senate, and, indeed, I should 
be very glad to be insured that the decision will be as early as  
Saturday. If it should be earlier, I shall be agreeably disap- 
pointed. I shall take my departure as soon as the business is 
done. 

a The day is at  hand, when Governor Jay is to take the reins 
in New York. May his administration be easy to himself and 
happy for the people ! " 

The next letter contains an omen of the serious differences 
that occurred a few years later. Lansclowii was the name of 
~ r y ~ o b e r t  Morris's country seat near Philadelphia. 

G C  The sun is so bright and augurs such heat that I am doubt- 
ful whether I shall go out to Lansclown to dinner. 

6 I dined yesterday a t  Mr. Wolcott's, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with King, Ellsworth, and Cabot, and a few others. 
The conversation turned upon old times. One of the company 
expressed such inveteracy against my old friend Gerry, that I 
could not help tak inpqp his vindication. The future election 
of a governor, in  case of an empty chair, excites a jealousy 
which I have long perceived. These things will always be so. 
Gerry's merit is inferior to that of no man in the Massachusetts,- - -- - - -- . - -- 

except the present governor, according to my ideas and judg- 

ft p6u ( t t n . W  h/?.%.Ã£m 

9 '  pi.. U - -  cotzi  i,( ", 4 
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ment of merit. I wish he was more enlarged, however, and 
more correct in his views. He never was one of the threads 
tied into t,he Essex knot, and was never popular with that set." 

" 23 June. 

Some senators are confident we shall rise to-morrow or next 
day. If so, I shall be with you on Sunday. But  these con- 
jectures are always uncertain. 

B o t h  the public dispatches and private letters of our dear 
boys are the delight of all who read them. No public minister 
has ever given greater satisfaction, than Mr. Adams has hit>hcrto. 
His prudence, caution, and penet,r:~tion are as much approved 
as  the elegance of Ins style is admired. Providence, I lie 
and pray, will make him a blessing t,o his country as well as L., 

his parents. 
I went out to Lansdown on Sunday, about half a mile on 

this side Judge l'etcrs's, where you once. dined. The place is 
vcry retired, but very beautif111 - :i splendid house, gravel walks, 
shrubberies and clumps of trees in the English style - on the 
bank of the Schuylkill." 

Mrs. - - -  Adams, xvl~ilst a t  New York, had b g ~ ~  to see Geiwral 
Gates, and had written an  account of his farming, in the vicinity 
of that place. 

" 2.4 June. 

'' The. Senate advanced yesterday in their deliberations with 
so much diligence that it would be vcry easy to finish to-day ; 
but it is not probable to me that they will. Whether to-morrow 
or next clay, or the clay after, I cannot determine. 

It would give me great pleasure to visit General Gates, and 
make my observations on his husbandry and gardening. I 
should hope to learn lessons and acquire experience in my 
favorite business and amusement, but t,he t2ime will not permit. 
My affairs a t  home demand my immediate attention. 

'4 I dine to-day wit,h Colonel Pickcring, and t,o-morrow with 
the President. But if the Senate finishes to-clay, I will make 
my apology." 

" 26 June. 

Tlie Senate is to meet a t  ten this morn in^ and I hope will 
1 His son, J. Q. Adams. 
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finish ; but it is still uncertain. I shall set out this afternoon, 
provided the Senate rises. 

6' I sliall say nothing of public affairs, because the least said 
is soonest mended." 

The treaty barely received the necessary sanction of two t,hircls 
of the Senate. I t  certainly cannot be ranked as a triumph of 
American diplomacy, but i t  was a great deal better than war, 
which must have ensued without it. The enemies of the admin- 
istration, avoidiiigthe responsibility of rejecting it,, now flamed 
out in earnest opposition. One of the senators from Virginia, 
violating his obligation of secrecy, communicated a copy of 
the instrument to a newspaper a t  Philadelphia, the effect of 
which was to precipitate a burst of indignation upon it from 
one end of the country to the other. The first manifestation 
occurred in Boston, where, in a crowded assembly in Fanenil 
Hall, but a single individual ventured to interpose a word of 
objection to the universal .. - - cry of condemnation. The same 
spirit was manifested in all the chief towns of tlie seaboard, and 
undoubtedly animated the population everywhere. As is not 
uncommon, however, the very excess to which it was carried 
on the instant, led to a reaction in time. Some hopes were 
entertained that the President might yet be induced, by earnest 
remonstrances, to withhold his signature. His answer to the 
people of Boston set that matter a t  rest. No more enduring 
memorial of a statesman's firmness is to ' be found in history. 
The effect of i t  was to rally around him all the leading friends 
of government, and to make the issue of the contest that raged 
duriugtthe subsequent session of congress far more doubtful 
than could have been possibly anticipated. 

Neither the British nor the French government remained 
indifferent spect,ators of this warfare. The latter complained of 
the treaty not without show of reason, because it conceded in 
favor of her adversary, a departure from the principles which 
had been agreed on between the two nations in the treaty of 
1778, when the sanction of France was all-important to their 
establishment. This objection might have been decisive, but for 
the opportune exposure through the agency of Mr. Hammoncl, 
the British minister, of a secret eorrespondeuee between M. 
Fauchet, the envoy of France, and Mr. Edmuud Randolph, t,he 

VOL. I. 4 1 E 2 



the latter. The precise extent of his misconduct has ucver 

now pouring in from Europe of the revolutionary excesses. 
Ri~id011)h was driven to a resipi t ion.  In this hour of distress, 
Washington looked over the wide surface of the land for 
efficient support. One after another of the best and strongest 
men was summoned to fill the vacant post. Not one of them 
had the courage to come. Under these circumst~ances, he was 
compellecl to continue Colonel Timothy Pickering in the office, 
to which he had, in the beginning, transferred him only for the 
moment. The acceptance of the place, when everybody else 
shrunk from it,, was creditable to t,he manliness of Colonel Pick- 

* ering, though the event proved big with the fate of the admin- 
istration that was to follow. 

A memoir of this kind cannot, without exceeding all reason- 
able limits, be expected to enter minutely into the history of the 
period, however interest,ingit may be. It must necessarily con- 
fine itself t,o t,hose portions of it calculated to illustrate the life 
and character, the private feelings and the public action of tlie 
person to whom it relates. Thus far, the troubles of the times 
had not pressed heavily upon the mind of Mr. Adams, because 
his situation, excepting upon rare occasions, dictated inactivity, 
whilst it favored the preservation of a serenity highly propi- 
lions to his powers of observation. I t  is this which gives 
so much zest to the familiar correspondence with his wife, froin 
urliich extracts have been freely given. They will now be 

change. The first symptom of this is to be traced in the opera- 
tion of the disturbecl state of affairs upon the inincl of the l'rcs- 
idcut. Deserted by the leading men of his own section of 
country, and by others to whom 11c had a right to look for 

I 
continued down to the moment when these feelings begin to 

assistance, and compelled thus alonc to breast the fury of an 
opposition growing more and more bitter towards himself, he 
2% more resolved upon positive ret,iremc& The rumorsFof 
his design, which now got abroad, affected different interests 
very different.ly. Thc federalists regarded i t  with disinny; the 
opposition with faintly disguised satisfaction. The position of 
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Mr. Adams was necessarily to be greatly affected by the event. 
Here his own speculat,ions come in to describe it much better 
than any substitute could do. 

" 7 January, 1796. 

The President appears great in Randolph's vindication 
throughout, excepting that he wavered about signing the treaty, 
which he ought not to have done one moment. Happy is the 
country to be rid of Randolph ; but where shall be found good 
men and true to fill the offices of government? There seems to 
be a necessity of distributing the offices about the States in 
some proportion to their numbers ; but in the southern part of 
the Union, false politics have struck their roots so deep, that it 
is very difficult to find gentlemen who are willing to accept of 
public trusts, and a t  the same time capable of discharging them. 
The President offered the office of State to several gentlemen 
who declined; to IMr. Patterson, Mr. King, Mr. Henry, of Vir- 
ginia. Mr. Charles Cotes-worth Pinckney, of South Carolina, and 
three others whose names I do not recollect. H e  has not been 
able to find any one to accept the war office. The expenses of 
livingat the seat of government are so exorbitant, so far beyond 
all proportion to the salaries, and the sure reward of integrity 
in. the discharge of public functions is such obloquy, contempt, 
and insult, that 110 man of any feeling is willing to renounce his 
home, forsake his property and profession for the sake of remov- 
ing to Philadelphia, where he is almost sure of disgrace and 
ruin. 

G L  Where these things will end, I know not. In perfect secrecy 
between yon and me, I must tell you that now I believe the 
President will retire. The consequence to  me is very serious, 
and I am not able, as yet, to see what my duty will demand of 
me. I shall take my resolutions with cool deliberation. I shall 
watch the course of events with more critical attention than I 
have done for some time, and what Providence shall point out 
to be my duty, I shall pursue with patience and decision. It is 
no light thing to resolve upoh retirement. My country has 
claims, my children have claims, and my own character has 
claims upon me;  but all these claims forbid me to serve the 
public in disgrace. Whatever any one may think, I love my 
country too well to shrink from danger in her service, provided 
I have a reasonable prospect of being able to serve her to her 
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honor and advantage. But if I have reason to think that I 
have either a want of abilities or of 1111blie confidence to such a 
degree as to be unable to support the government in a higher 
station, I ought to decline it. But in that case, I ought not to 
serve in my present place under another, especially if that other 
should entertain sentiments so opposite to mine as to endanger 
the peace of the nation. It will be a dangerous crisis in public 
affairs, if the President and Vice-President should be in opposite 
boxes. 

(' These lucubrations must be confined to your own bosom. 
Bnt I think, upon the whole, the probability is strong that I 
shall make a voluntary retreat, and spend the rest of my days, 
in a very humble style, with you. Of one thing I am very sure 
-it would be to me tlie happiest portion of my whole life." 

Parties were now very distinctly defined, and the great theatre 
of contention was the House of Representatives. 

The first struggle took place upon an absolute demand upon 
the President for the papers connected with t'he negotiation of 
Jay's treaty. Here the opposition triumphed, and the President 
was driven tfo refuse them, in order t,o maintain the independence 
of the executive authority. The next contest was upon the 
measures necessary to carry tlie t,reaty into execution, and in 
that the administration finally prevailed. This is the occasion 
upon wh,ich Mr. Ames's speech earned him a reputation as an 
orator, which has survived his generation. The 'whole session 
was absorbed in these proceedings. 

" 20 January, 1796. 

This is one of my red-letter days. It  is the anniversary of 
the signature of the declaration of an armistice between the 
United St,at,es and Great Britain, in 1783. There are several of 
these days in my calendar, which I recollect as they pass in 
review, but which nobody else remembers. And, indeed, it is 
no otherwise worth my while to remember them than to render 
an ejaculation of gratitude to Providence for the blessing. 

(' W e  are wasting our time in the most insipid manner, wait,- 
ing for the treaty. Nothing of any consequence will be done 
till that arrives, and is mauled and abused, and then acquiesced 
in. For the anti's must be more numerous than I believe 
them, and made of sterner stuff' than I conceive, if they dare 



LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 485 

hazard the surrender of the posts and the payment for spolia- 
tions, by any resolution of the House that shall render precarious 
the execution of the treaty on our part. 

'6 I am, as you say, quite a favorite. I am to dine to-day 
again. I am heir apparent, yon know, and a succession is soon 
to take place. But whatever may be the wish or the judgment 
of the present occupant, the French and the demagogues intend, 
I presume, to set aside the descent. All these hints must be 
secrets. It is not a subject of conversation as yet. I have a 
pious and a philosophical resignation to the voice of the people 
in this case, which is the voice of God. I have no very ardent 
desire to be the butt of party malevolence. Having tasted of 
t,hat cup, I find it bitter, nauseous, and unwholesome." 

I n  no single particular has a greater change taken place in 
the political affairs of the United States thau in the mode in 
which public questions are discussed. During the period now 
under consideration, the highest class of abilit,y in the country 
was habitually enlisted in the production of elaborate clisserta- 
tions for the newspapers upon the great topics of the day. 
These were commonly printed a t  all the central points, and 
being assiduously read by the people, exercised a strong influence 
npon their modes of thought and action. It may admit of 
question whether, with the enormous multiplication of local 
presses, established on a different plan, and the change of tastes 
and feelings that has happened, so usefu1.a mode of keeping the 
public mind impressed with principles of importance has been 
preserved. The thirt 3 -eio-lit . - numbers -- .. - of Camillus, alluded to in 
the next letter, whichhad a great effect in ultimately establish- 
ii1gM.r. Jay's treaty, would scarcely find a welcome among 
readers grown impatient of any thing beyond the meagre sum- 
mary supplied by the magnetic telegraph. 

31 January, 1796. 

I have a secret to communicate to your prudence. The 
defence by Camillus was written in concert between Hamilton, 
King, and Jay. The writings on the first ten articles of the 
treaty were written by Hamilton; the rest by King, till they 
came to the question of the constitutionality of the treaty, which 
was discussed by Hamilton. Jay was to have written a con- 
cluding peroration ; but beingalways a little lazy, and perhaps 

41 * 
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concluding, upon the whole, that it might be most politic to  
keep his name out of i t ;  and perhaps finding that the work was 
already well done, he neglected it. This I have from King's 
own mouth. I t  is to pass, however, for Hamilton's. AJ1 three 
consulted togrtlier upon most, if not all the pieces. 

LL I read forever, and am determined to sacrifice my eyes, like 
John Milton, rather than give up the amusement without which 
I should despair. 

If I did not with you consider the universe a s  all one 
family, I would never stay another day here. 

LL I have read four thick octavo volumes of Tacitus, translated 
by Murphy, one thick volume of Homer's Iliad, translated by 
Cowper, besides a multitude of pamphlets and newspapers, 
since I have been here. 

LL I do not write enough. The habit of writing should not be 
lost as I lose it. Peter Pindar has it right : - 

Search we the spot which mental power contains? 
Go where man gets his living by his brains.' 

L L  If I had got my living by my brains for seven years past,, I 
should have had more mental power. But brains have not only 
been useless, but even hurtful and pernicious in my course. 
Mine have been idle a long time till t,lley are rusty." 

The following frank and obviously sincere expression of the 
writer's feelings on the subject of official forms is in amusing 
contrast to the charges widely spread against him by the op- 
posite party, and connived a t  by Mr. Jefferson himself, of 
excessive attachment to them. 

1 March, 1796. 

"As to the subject of yours, of the 20th, I am quite a t  my 
ease. I never felt less anxiety when any considerable change 
lay before me. Avt transit avt finit. I transmigrate or come 
to an end. Tlie question is between living nt Philndrlpliia or 
at Quincy, between great cares and small cares. I have looked 
into myself, and see no meanness nor dishonesty there. I see 
weakness enongh, but no timid it,^. I have no concern on your 
account but for your health. A woman can be silent when she 
will. 

'After all, persuasion may overcome the inclination of the 
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chief to retire. But  if i t  should, it will shorten his days, I am 
convinced. His heart is set upon it, and the turpitude of the 
Jacobins touches him more nearly than he owns in words. All 
the studied efforts of the federalists to counterbalance abuse by 
compliment, do not answer the end. 

" I suspect, but do not know, that Patrick Henry, Mr. Jeffer- 
son, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Hamilton will all be voted for. I ask no 
questions, but questions are forced upon me. I have had some 
conversations, purposely sought, in order, as I believe, indeed, as 
I know, to convince me that the federalists had no thought of 
overleaping the succession. The only question that labors in 
mx mind is, whether I shall retire with my file-leader. I hate 
to live in Philadelphia in summer, and I hate still more to 
relinquish my farm. I hate speeches, messages, addresses and 
answers, proclamations, and such affected, studied, constrained 
things. I hate levees and drawing-rooms. I hate to speak to a 
thousand people to whom I have nothingto say. Yet all this 
I can do. But  I am too old to contiime more than one, or, a t  
most, more than two heats; and that is scarcely time enough to 
form, conduct, and complete any very useful system. 

c c  Electioneering enough we shall have. The inclosed scraps 
will show specimens." 

The following is a good specimen of the writer's humor : - 
" 13  March. 

" I covet the harp of Amphion. What  would I not give for 
the harp of Amphion? 

c c  111 my walks in  the Cedar Grove, in Rocky Run, and on 
Perm's Hill, I should play upon my lyre, and the merry rocks 
would dance after me, and reel into walls. This would be to me 
a very pleasant and profitable private amusement. But there is 
another use I could make of my insTrument in my public em- 
ployment, more grateful to a benevolent heart, because more 
useful to mankind. In no age of the world was i t  more wanted. 

"Amphion thus bade wild dissension cease, 
And softened mortals learned the arts of peace. 
Amphion taught contending kings, 
From various discords, to create 
The musiu of a well-tuned state. 
Nor slack, nor strain the tender strings 
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Those useful touches to impart 
That strike the subject's answering heart, 
And the soft, silent Larmouy that springs 
From sacred union and consent of things!' 

"Alas! I am not Amphion. I have been tliirty years singiing 
and whistling among my rocks, and not one would ever move 
without money. I have been twent,y years saying, if not sing- 
ing, preaching, if not playing : - 

"From various discords to create 
The music of a well-tuned state, 
And the soft, silent harmony that springs 
From sacred union and consent of tliings," 

but an iincomplying world will not regard my uncouth dis- 
courses. I cannot sing nor play. If I had eloquence, or humor, 
or irony, or satire, or the harp or lyre of Amphion, how much 
good could I do to the world! 

" What  a mortification to my vanity! What  a humiliation 
to my self-love! The rocks iu the House of Representatives 
will not dance to my lyre. They will not accord to ' a  well- 
tuned state.' They will not endure ' the harmony that springs 
from sacred union and consent of things.' They are for break- 
ing all the instmmftnts but that of the thorough bass, and 
then blowing you deaf and dumb. There are bold and daring 
strides making to demolish the President, Senate, and all but 
the House, which, as  i t  seems to me, must be the effect of the 
measures tliat many are urging. Be not alarmed, however. 
They will not carry their point. The treaty will be executed, 
and that by the consent of the House. 

' I am going to hear Dr. Priestley. His discourses are learned, 
ingenious, and useful. They will be printed, and, he says, ded- 
icated to me. Don't tell'this secret, though, for no other being 
knows it. I t  will get me the character of a heretic, I fear. I 
presume, however, that dedicatiiiga book to a man will not 
imply that he approves every thing in it. 

'' The weather is so fine that I long to be upon my hills. 
Pray, since my harp cannot build walls. how do my friends go 
on who are obliged to employ their elbows in that laborious 
work ? 

I sometimes think that if I were in the House of Rcprescn- 
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tatives, and could make speeches there, I could throw some light 
upon these things. If Mr. Jefferson should be President, I be- 
lieve I must put up as a candidate for the House. But  this is  
my vanity. I feel sometimes as if I could speechify among 
them ; but, alas, alas, I am too old! It would soon destroy my 
health. I declare, however, if I were in that House, I would 
drive out of it some demons that haunt it,. There are false 
doctrines and false jealousies predominant there, a t  times, that 
i t  would be easy to  exorcise." 

The opposition demand for the papers, in  the case of Mr. 
Jay's treaty, was carried, after a long and acrimonious dis- 
cussion. This had inspired some doubts of their consent to 
appropriate money for carrying i t  into execution. Sir. Adams, 
in  the next letter, alludes to tliis. 

''Â 1 April. 

Li The newspapers will inform you of our interminable delays. 
The House have asked for papers, and the President has refused 
them, with reasons ; and the House are about to record, in their 
journals, their reasons ; meanwhile, the business is in suspense, 
and I have no clear prospect when I shall get home. 

c L  I t  is the general opinion of those I converse with, that after 
they have passed the resolutions which they think will justify 
them to their constituents, seven or eight of the majority will 
vote for the appropriations necessary to  carry the treaties into 
execution. 

c 6  Next Wednesday is assigned for the House to  take the 
President's message into consideration. Two Massachusetts 
members, Leonard and Freeman, are gone home, and three 
more are among the most inveterate of the opposition, Dear- 
born, Varnum, and Lyman. Our people are almost as ineon- 
sistent in returning such men, as the Pennsylvanians are in 
returning adventurers from Geneva, Britain, and Ireland. If 
the constitution is to give way under these contending parties, 
we  shall see i t  before long. If t h e  House persevere in refusing 
to  vote the appropriations, we shall sit -here till next March, for 
what I know, and wait for the people to determine the question 
for us. One good effect of a persevering opposition in the 

" House would be that we should preserve the President for an- 
other four years. For I presume lie will have sufficient spirit 
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to hold the helm till he has steered the ship through this storm, 
unless the people should remove'him, which most certainly they 
will not. 

" I will not sit here in summer, in all events. I would sooner 
resign my office. I will leave Philadelphia by the 6th or 7th 
of June, a t  farthest. Other gentlemen of the Senate and House 
are frequently asking leave of absence; but my attendance is 
perpetual, and will, if continued niuch longer, disorder my 
health, which hitherto has been very good. But I want my 
horse, my farm, my lougwdks,  and, more than all, the bosom 
of my friend." 

The retirement of Presidmt Washington removed the last 
~ h e ~ l i  upon the fury of parties. Nobody else stood in the same 
relation to the whole people ; and if even his name had latterly 
proved insufficient to silence obloquy, i t  very cert:iinly followed 
that, for the future, no restraint could be expected in regard to 
any other. Of course, no expectation was entertained in any 
quarter that the person about to succeed him in  office would be 
chosen by any general agreement. He was to be elected only 
upon the votes of one or the other of the parties into which the 
country was very equally divided. The question then narrowed 
itself down to a choice -- between the two men who might be 
brought forward, as the representatives of those parties, with the 
greatest prospect of success. The individual whom the opposi- 
tion would sustain, with inarkrd unanimity, was Thomas Jeffer- 
son. He had, from the day of leaving office, become Hie very 

1 soul of the movement, and had s~icceeded in inspiring its lead- 
ing members with that species of reliance upon him as its head, 
which, i n  all great enterprises involvingtthe agency of num- 
bers, is a necessary element of victory. The federalists, on the 
other hand, enjoyed no such advantage. A portion of them, 
embracing many of the active and intelligent leader?' in  the 
Northern and Eastern States, reposed implicit confidence in 
Alexander Hamilton. But they were reluctantly compelled to  
admit that that confidence was not shared by the people a t  
large/ and that an attempt to oppose him to Air. Jefferson 

The  manner in which this had been manifested to General Wasliington, a t  
the time an envoy to Great Britain was to be selected, deterred him from think- 
ing of Mr. Hamilton, who was in all other respects well fitted for the duty. 
See Marshall's Washington, vol. ii. p. 358, tiote. Edition of 1832. 
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would be futile. They were therefore driven to turn their eyes 
from the true object of their choice to  others who might seem 
more likely to prevail. 

Of these there were but two persons particularly prominent, 
John Jay and John Aclams, both of them strong in character, 
i11 talents, and in services,'and both meriting, to a great ettent, 
the confidence of the friends of the established government. 
Both had been conspicuous objects of attack by the opposition, 
and both had suffered from it in their popularity. Of tlie two, 
however, Mr. Jay had been latterly the most severely handled, 
on account of his agency in negotiating the treaty with Great 
Britain, which had so narrowly escaped rejection. And tlie 
issue of the election, which had made him governor of his 
own State, New Yorlc, before the substance of that treaty had 
got abroad, was not so decisive as to dispel uneasiness a t  the 
idea of offering him immediately as a candidate for a still 
higher office. I11 addition to this, Mr. Jay had little strength 
in the Southern States; nor yet was he very firmly fixed in 
the affections of New England, a region the support of which 
was indispensable to the maintenance of the federal party. It 
was clonbtfnl whether he could stem the popular feeling even in 
Massachusetts, which still gathered around Samuel Adams and 
Elbridge Gerry, in spite of their lukewarmness to the constitu- 
tiou and their later opposition. The only effective connter- 
balance was in John Adams, whose retirement would, i t  was 
feared, seriously endanger the federal predominance there. Such 
were the reasons which mainly contributed to the selection of 
him as the candidate for the succession, on the part of the 
federalists. Even the friends of Mr. Hamilton in Massachusetts, 
embracing the class of persons, already described in the analysis 
of parties which contributed to the establishment of the con- 
stitution of that State, who bore no goocl-will to Mr. Adams, 
either as a man or as a politician, were driven to  adopt him, as 
under all c i rcum~tance~ the best instrument through. whom 
a t  once to maintain their national policy and to fortify their 
influence a t  home.' 

This is not too strongly stated. Mr. Wolcott, writing to Fisher Ames, says: 
' I  I t  was not your fault, nor thai o f  any f e~ /era l  chmracter, that, in 1 7 9 7 ,  we had 
no other rhoire than between Mr. Arlaius and 'Mr. Jefferson." Gibbs's Fed. 
Acim. vol. ii. p. -100. Likewise Mr. Anies's letter, ib. p. 368. 
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Unfortunately, however, for this decision, one indispensable 
element to success in party struggles was overlooked. That 
element was perfect good faith. Had i t  been entirely pre- 
served, tlie federalists ~vould, cven fro111 tlieir rccluced van- 
tage ground, have been able for some years longer to breast 
all opposition, however fierce. But  it was not. The fact is 
now beyond dispute, tliat an indirect and clandestine effort was 
made a t  this election to set aside the person who had been 
openly accepted :is the candidate of tlie federal party, in favor 
of another individual of whom nobody had thought in connec- 
tion with the first office. This attempt was originated by Mr. 
Hamilton, and carried on through his particular friends in and 
out of New England. The mode selected was a perversion 
of tlie spirit, though not the letter, of tlie constitution, in tliat 
provision, as it was originally drawn, which regulated the form 
of voting in the Electoral Colleges. Every elector of President 
and Vice-President was directed to vote for two persons, witli- 
out designating the office to which either was to be elevated. 
The consequence might easily follow, in a sharply conteslecl 
election, that, with a little collusion on the part of two or 
three electors, in scattering here and there a vote, the person 
really intended for the second oflice would be found to  have 
more votes than he who had been selected to fill the first. The 
same result might also be obtained by securing a perfectly equal 
vote for both in one section of the Union, under the expectation 
that local preferences would make the desired difference in 
another. In such case, the effect would be to  reverse their 
destination, and the former would become President, and the 
latter, Vice-President. 

Thomas Pinckney, of South Carolina, the individual in whose 
favor this secret diversion was attempted, was so little known to  
the great body of federalists, as  scarcely to be relied upon to be 
one of their number. He had never been seriously spoken of 
:is a successor to Washington, so that, 11ilil he been actually 
advanced to that position by virtue of this device, his election 
could never have been regarded in  any other light than as a 
shrewd trick, to be sanctioned only by its success. As i t  turned 
out, the scheme utterly failed. But even tlie attempt was 
attended with the most fatal consequences to tlic federal party. 
It made the first spot 011 their good name, and was oniinous 
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of the darker designs which were to follow. Mutual confidence 
ceased t,o exist, and the first sign of disaster immediately ap- 
peared. A rumor of the project soon got abroad, and spread 
distrust into every college of federal electors. Those of them 
who meant to act in poc l  fait,h to Mr. Adams, determined, a t  
all hazards, to cut off the possibility of such a result. As a con- 
sequence, eighteen, in New England alone, who voted for him, 
gave their second vote for some other person than Mr. Pinckney. 
The end of it was, his failure to gain the second place, for 
which he had been t,hought of. The aggregate number of votes 
for him was only fifty-nine, whilst that given for Mr. Jefferson, 
by the opposite party, reached sixty-eight,. Hence, under the 
operation of the Constitution, Mr. Jefferson, though really the 
competitor for the Presidency, yet as standing second on the 
list of suffrages, became the Vice-President for four years. The 
great opponent of the federalists was- thus put in a conspic- 
uous place for the succession, by the very act of those who 
entertained a dread amounting almost to mania of the bare 
possibility of his elevation. Neither is this the only instance 
furnished by the records of a popular government, of the inan- 
ner in which the keenest political contrivances are apt not only 
to baffle all the expectations formed of them, but to precipitate 
the very results against which they were designed most sedu- 
lonsly to provide. 

The election proved a very close one. Mr. Adams received 
seventy-one votes, one_ more than the. re-@site number. But -- 

the quart,er from which lie obtained them, betrayedchanges 
adverse to the further ascendency of the. federalists. ~ e n n s ~ l -  
vania now, for the first time in twenty years, deserted Massa- 
chusetts. Her electors, with one or two exceptions, voted for 
Mr. Jefferson, and for Aaron Burr. New York, on the other 
hand, never cordial to New England, had given, for the first 
time, her twelve votes to Ai r .  Adams, not without,, however, 
associating with them exactly the same number for Thomas 
Pinckney. A single voice in Virginia and one in North Caro- 
lina, prompted by the lingering memory of revolutionary ser- 
vices, had tvirned the scale. Had these been given to Air. Jeffer- 
son instead, lie would have been President. South Carolina, on 
the other hand, steady to neither party, manifested the same 
sectional bias which has rver since marked her policy, by 

VOL. r. 42 
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dividing her votes between Mr. Jefferson and Air. Pinpkney. 
Had thirteen of the afore-meiitioiied eighteen New England 
electors voted for l'incl~ney, as Mr. Hamilton desired, they 
would have made him President. Through all this confusion, 
one thing only was clear, that the cohesion of principle, on the 
federal side, was greatly weakened. The land of William Peun 
had a t  last cut loose from her revolutionary alliance, and was 
henceforward to be regarded as the firmest support of the Vir- 
ginia ascendency. Neither could this loss to Mr. Adams, who 
had clone so much in originally forming that union, be a t  all 
made up by the equivocal fidelity offered by New York. Of 
these two great Stiffen, wliich exercise a paramount influence in 
determining the national policy, Pennsylvania, becsiuse the most 
true to one system, lias been far the most successful in using 
her power with effect. No President, since 1796, has been 
chosen by the popular voice, v, horn she had not first designated 
by her wishes and her electoral votes. 

Of all these various movements, Mr. Adams had not been an 
unobserving witness. He felt the in~ecurity of 11is position as a 
President of three votes, as lie described himself, and those votes 
accidental tributes of personal esteem, not likely further to resist 
the cngnlfiug tendencies of party passions. But these things 
did not disturb him, nor draw away his attention from the high 
nature of the responsibility to which he was called. He saw 
the country torn by dissensions, more or less connected with the 
fiery contest raging among the nations of Europe, and parties 
taking sides with zeal either for Groat Britain or for France. 
SO fur as this had any tendency to afleet the wholly neutral 
position of America, lie was determined, a t  all hazards, to eon- 
trol it. He well knew the difficulties of the task before him, 
but they did not prevent his entertaining a sanguine hope of 
overcoming them. His spirit was of that kind w11id1, lying 
perhaps too sluggish ill clays of calm, is fully c:~Uccl out only in 
the height of a tempest; which then glories in the occasion 
in proportion to the extent to which it tasks its power; which 
becomes calm and decided in action in the degree in which the 
disturbii~gelements seem to have the wildest p1:iy. He uttered 
no more than the truth, when, in writingto his wife at this time, 
he said: "John Adams must be an intrepid to encounter the 
open assaults of France, and the secret plots of England, in 
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concert with all his treacherous friends and open enemies in his 
own country. Yet, I assure you, he never felt more serene in 
his life." 

The minister of France had not permitted tlic election to 
pass without an effort to affect the result. He had caused the 
publication of a note, addressed to the Secretary of State, 
recapitulatiiigall the grounds of complaint against the federal 
administration. This is alluded to by Mr. Adains in the fol- 
lowing note to his wife, which is interesting on many accounts, 
but particularly as showing how the sentiments hi some quar- 
ters, which had become known to liiin, had affected him. It is 
proper to add that in a later note he expressed his own disbelief 
of the preference attributed to Mr. Jay. 

12  December, 1796.  

"Adet's note has had some effect in Pennsylvania, and proved 
a terror to some Quakers; and that is all the ill effect it has 
had. Even the Southern States appear to resent it. 

If Colonel Hamilton's personal dislike of Jefferson does not 
obtain too much influence with Massachusetts electors, neither 
Jefferson will be President, nor Piuclmey Vice-President. 

" I am not enough of an Englishi%an, nor little enough of a 
Frenchman, for some people. Tliese would be very willing that 
Pinckney should come in chief. But they will be disappointed. 

I find nobody here intimidated. Those who wish to  say 
they are, dare not. There is a grand spirit in the Senate. 

Giles says, ' the point is settled. The V. P. will be President. 
He is undoubtedly chosen. The old man will lllnlie a p o d  
President, too.' (There's for you.) ' But we shall have to check 
him a little now and then. That will be all.' Thus Mr. Giles. 

u I am just 'now come from'pronouneing a most afi'eetioiiate 
address of the Senate to the President, in answer to his speech. 
I felt so much that I was afraid I should betray a weakness, 
but I did not. I thotight I was very firm and cool; but the 
senators say that I pronounced i t  in so affecting a manner 
that I made them cry. The tears did certainly trickle. The 
President himself was affected more tenderly than ever I saw 
him in my life, in prono~incing his reply. 

" The southern gentlemen with whom I have conversed, have 
expressed more affection for me than they ever did before, since 
1774. They certainly wish Adams elected rather than Pinckney. 
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Perhaps i t  is because Hamilton and Jay  are said to be for 
Pinckney. 

'' There have been inanneuvres and combinations in this elec- 
tion that would surprise yon. I may one day or other develop 
them to you. 

There is an active spirit, in the Union, who will fill it with 
Ilis politics wherever he is. He must be at,tended to, and not 
suffered to do too much." 

The day came when, as Vice-President, i t  was the official 
duty of Mr. Adams to declare the result of t,he election. The 
event was made the subject of a brief note, addressed to him by 
his wife, then a t  home in Quincy, which, for its simple beauty 
and truthful, womanly feeling, merits a place in this connection. 

Ii Quiney, 8 February, 1797. 

The sun is dressed in brightest beams 
To give thy honors to the day!' 

"And may i t  prove an auspicious prelude to each ensuing 
season. You have this ^p.y to declare yourself head of a nation. 
'And now, 0 Lord, my.God, thou hast made thy servant ruler 
over the people. Give unto him an understanding heart, that 
he may know how to go ont and come in before this great 
people; that he may discern between good and bad. For who 
is able to judge this thy so great a people?' were the words of 
a royal sovereign ; and not less applicable to him who is invested 
wi th  the chief magistracy of a nation, though he wear not the 
crown, nor the robes of royalty. 

My thoughts and my meditations are with yon, though per- 
sonally absent; and my petitions to Heaven are that ' the things 
which make for peace may not be hidden from your eyes.' My 
feelings are not those of pride or ostentation npon the occasion. 
They are solemnized by a sense of the obligations, the important 
trusts and numerous duties connected with it. That you may 
be enabled to discharge them with honor to yourself, with jus- 
tice and. impartiality to your country, and with satisfaction to 
this great people, sliall be the daily prayer of your A. A? 

With this official announcement, the relations which the 
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Vice-President had for eight years continued to hold with t,he 
Senate, were felt by all to be changed, and it ceased to be expe- 
client for him longer to preside over their deliberations. The 
time had not passed unpleasantly to him, for through the many 
vicissitudes of party conflicts he had succeeded in maintaining 
a cordial intercourse wit,h t,he members, and in preserving an 
impartiality in the performance of his duties, which secured their 
good-will. Indeed, it may be doubted whether, on the whole, 
any period of his public life, of equal length, carried with it so 
many agreeable associations to his memory, and had so few of 
those drawbacks on enjoyment which must be found in the 
thorny paths of every statesman's career. Air. Adams felt 
as if he could not vacate the chair he had been the first to 
occupy, and which he had held so long, without some manifesta- 
tion of the sentiments that filled his breast. Accordingly, when, 
on  the 15th of February, the Senate had accomplished its busi- 
ness for the day; and was about to adjourn, Mr. Adams rose, and, 
declaring his intent,ion to avail himself of the leave of absence 
granted to him for the remainder of the session, seized the op- 
poi%unit,y to add a few words of leave-taking. The speech 
which he made, and the answer subsequently returned on the 
part of the Senate, will be found in full in another part of this 
~ o r l i .  It will be sufficient here to insert the passage which 
most nearly touches his personal relations to the individuals of 
the body. T o  them he said: - 

'' I ought not to declare, for the last time, your adjournment,, 
before I have presented to every senator present, and to every 
citizen who has ever been a senator of the United States, my 
thanks for the candor and favor invariably received from them 
all. I t  is a recollection of which nothing can ever deprive me ; 
and it will be a source of comfort to me through the remainder 
of my life, that as, on the  on^ hand, in a government consti- 
tuted like ours, I have for eight years held the second situation 
under the constitution of the United States, in perfect and unin- 
terrupted harmony with the first,'withont envy in one or jealousy 
i11 the other, so, 011 the other hand, I have never had the smallest 
misunderstanding with any member of the Senate. In  all the 
abstruse questions, difficult c~njunct~ures, dangerous emergencies, 
and animated debates upon the great interests of the country, 
which have so often and so deeply impressed all our minds, and 
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interested the strongest feelings of the Ilea , I have experience 
a uniform politeness and respect from every quarter of the 
house. When questions of no less importance than difficulty 
have produced a difference of sentiment, (and differences of 
opinion will always be found in free assemblies of men, and 
probably the greatest diversities upon the greatest questions,) 
when the senators have been equally divided, and my opinion 
has been demanded, according to the constitution, I have con- 
stantly found in that moiety of the senators from whose jnclg- 
ment I have been obliged to dissent, a disposition to allow me 
the same freedom of deliberation and independence of judgment 
which they asserted for themselves." 

With a significant assurance of his hope, founded upon 
experience of this body, that no more permanent council would 
ever be necessary to defend the rights, liberties, and properties 
of the people against the executive, on the one hand, and the 
.epresentatives, on the other, he terminated this address. 

Thus ended the con~iectioii of Mr. Adains with tlie Senate. 
His life there had been ealm, dignified, and prosperous, con- 
trasting in all these particulars most strikingly with tlie stormy 
and perilous career upon which he was about to embark. The 
history of that time is now to be given; a history, the true 
materials for which have remained for more than half a cen- 
tury buried under the burden accumulated by the passionate 
conflicts and the bitter calumnies that swarmed in it. To this 
day, writers, and actors prominent in the United States, have 
sedulously shunned every allusion to the matter which might 
involve the necessity of expressing a judgment upon its merits. 
Even the necessary landmarks to guide the pioneer in Iiis labo- 
rious and uncertain patli have, until a comparatively recent 
period, been obscured from public view. Many are still want- 
ing, and may never be supplied. Yet, with the imperfect means 
a t  hand, directed by a disposition to analyze with calmness and 
to observe with fidelity, i t  does not seem impossible to present 
a sketch bearing something like internal evidence of its corrcct- 
ness. At all events, the task cannot be evaded in a biography 
of John Aclams. Justice to his memory demands it. And 
however delicate the duty, involving, as i t  does, a necessity of 
exactly delineating the course of many leading actors of the 
time, as well as his own, i t  must be undertaken, subjeet to those 
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restrictions without observing which no narrative of the kind 
can be of the smallest ultimate value. Nothing shall be set 
down in malice, nothing which is not believed to be fully 
supported by evidence before the public, nothing which a 
Rhadamantlline judge of t,he most remote generation may not 
minutely scan, in order to pronounce upon it that sentence 
which is destined to remain graven indelibly upon the memory 
of mankind. 



C H A P T E R  X. 

THE obstacles which General Washington encountered in the 
attempt to reconstruct his cabinet during his second term of 
office have been already alluded to. After offering the cliief 
post to five or six statesmen, always with the same ill-success, 
he was compelled a t  last to settle down upon the individual as 
the permanent officer, whom he had a t  first selected merely for 
the moment. This person was Colonel Timotliy Pickering, of 
Massachusetts. In like manner, the earlier retirement of Mr. 
Hamilton from the treasury had been followed by a similar 
embarrassment, out of which the President had been relieved 
only by advancing Oliver Woleott, Jr., of Connecticut, from the 
post of comptroller, which he had held for several years. So, 
too, in the case of General Knox, who declined to remain Secre- 
tary of War, the President, after vain attempts to enlist abler 
men, had been forced to pitch upon James McHenry, of Mary- 
land, as the only person who could be persuaded to serve. Mr. 
MeHenry, it is true, was an estimable man, but Washington 
himself, when afterwards excusing the original appointment on 
the ground that he had had Hobson's choice, agreed with other 
federalists in admittiiigthat the selection had by no means been 
such as to give real aid to an administration.1 The weakness 
of this combination, so long as the imposing presence of W:ish- 
ington was felt iu the foreground, a representative of the whole 
people, was of comparatively little importance. But the mo- 
inent that he retired from the field, giving place to  a successor 
who had no similar basis of popular confidence to stand upon, 

1 The authorities to sustain the text are collected in a note in vol. ix. p. 51. 
There is, however, a letter of Mr. Hamilton to President Washington, not men- 
tioned there, which gives a complete view of the diflicnlties in the way of reor- 
ganizing the cabinet at this period. Works ofA.  Hamilton, vol. vi. pp. 61-63. 
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and who had just come in upon a chance majority of three 
electoral votes, it became of the most serious consequence. 
Apart from all other considerations, the geographical disfribu- 
tion of the members was singularly unfortunate. The Pres- 
ident, and two leading members of the cabinet, were drawn 
from the small territorial extent of New England, whilst neither 
New York nor Pennsylvania had any representative at all, and 
the whole wide region of country south and west of the Poto- 
mac saw only Mr. Charles Lee, the attorney-general, as the 
guardian of its interests in the executive department. No 
bright associations with the struggles of the Revolution clus- 
tered around these men, as  had been the case with their pre- 
decessors in office; not a shadow of that confidence which 
leading abilities will always inspire when in place under a 
popular form of government, attended them. So  far as moral 
influence over the mind and feelings of the country is to be 
considered, Mr. Adams, when he consented to continue the 
same gentlemen in office, might as well have attempted to go 
on alone. 

Neither was this the most serious disadvantage under which 
he labored. Nor was it only that these persons owed their 
advancement to 110 preference of his, and therefore felt less obli- 
gation to defer to his authority, or to strain their energies to 
carry out his policy. There was a source of weakness greater 
than all this. hi point of fact, three of the four had been drawn 
from one section of the federal party, and that the one with 
which Mr. Adams had the least natural sympathy. Air. Hamil- 
ton had been the effective agent through whom they had been 
promoted, and to him alone they looked as  a guide for their 
own movements, as well as for directing those of the c0untry.l 
Their accession to office marked the epoch when his prepon- 
derance in General Washington's administration had become 
established,2 and they seemed to regard the substitution of a new 

I See a remarkable letter of Colonel Pickcring to 1Ir .  Hamilton, explaining 
the causes of his own promotion, and the reasons of his acceptance. The  follow- 
ing words are of great signifi~:ance : " T h e  ['resident, beyond all doubt, will a t  
the close of his present term retire forever from p b l i e  life. We do not know 
who will succeed him. Our  internal politics, and our exterior relations, may be 
deeply afferted by the character am1 principles of the President, and the Secre- 
tary  ojaState." li'urks of A. Hamilton, vol. vi. pp. 67-69. 

2 The nature and extent of Mr. Hamilton's influence is curiously illustrated 
by the tone of his letter to Oliver Wolcott, of the 15th June,  1796. Works of 
Hamilton, vol. vi. pp. 1-29-131. 
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President as  in no way derogating from the liberty which they 
had taken of differing with and even sometimes of overruling 
the o l d  one. Indeed, their construction of their official rights 
was far more latitudinarian than any since permitted, even in 
the liberal day of Air. Jefferson. It resembled a joint claim 
up011 the executive power, rather than the right to  advise the 
President, and the duty ultimately to defer to his decision, 
however adverse to their opinion. Both the Secretary of State 
and the Secretary of tlie Treasury were naturally little prone to 
bend. They proved a t  times reluctant to respect even the great 
authority which encircled Washington. If so disposed towards 
him, how much less prepared were they to yield to the will of 
his successor, should he venture to insist upon a system of his 
own. There is no evidence that, a t  the outset, any one but 
Mr. Wolcott passed the formal compliment of offering to resign, 
ill order to allow him a free choice of his advisers. But even 
had they all done so, no reason exists for presuming that he 
would have availed himself of the offers. He was disposed 
to place entire confidence in their cooperation and support. A 
change must have been attended with more or less of dissatis- 
faction in some quarters, and it was his clesire to harmonize, 
rather than to distract public sentiment. His sanguine and 
self-reliant ten~perament led him to underrate difficulties. He 
thought he should bring his secretaries into his views, without 
a doubt. But not many days elapsed in his official career 
before he had reason to suspect that the task lie had asbnn~ed 
would not prove so easy as he had imagined. The difference 
of opinion which then took place, most seriously compromising 
his prospect of free action as executive chief, was the prcinoni- 
tion of the causes that led to the rupture with and final dis- 
persion of his transmitted council. 

The most pressing danger, to avert which was the immediate 
duty of the new government, threatened from abroad. The 
mission of Mr. Jay to Great Britain, and the whole negotiation 
which followed, had been viewed with such unequivocal dis- 
trust by the French republicans and the party sympathizing 
with them in the United States, as to prompt a clesire on the 
part of General Washington to  neutralize its effects by an extra- 
ordinary manifestation of good-will to France. Conscious that 
the course of Gouverneur Morris had not been altogether such 
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as the revolutionary party might have had a right to expect from 
an American envoy, he determined upon selecting, as a com- 
pensation, a successor from among the class known to  be lwarty 
well-wishers to  them, even though he should be an opponent 
of his own administration, and dissenting from his policy. In 
this spirit he picked out James Monroe, of Virginia, through 
whom he hoped to insure a hearty welcome to the national 
mission, and a useful channel for the restoration of a good 
understanding. But, however well intended this proceeding, i t  
met with no corresponding success. Ah'. Monroe proved either 
inefficient, or lukewarm, or unfortunate ; and he satisfied his 
employer so little, that he finally decided on recalling him, and 
substituting in his place General Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
of South Carolina. Mr. Pinckney had been known a t  home 
as a federalist so moderate as to be classed by some as a neu- 
tral.' But the French Directory, to whom Mr. Monroe seems to 
have made himself acceptable, not unwilling to strike some 
stroke in the domestic politics of the United States favorable to  
the asccnclency of those they called their friends, determined 
upon visiting their resentment for his recall upon the head of his 
successor. To  this end they instituted an imposing ceremony 
of leave-taking for Air. Monroe, marked by a speech not a little 
offensive to the American government, and they utterly refused 
in any way to recognize Mr. Pinclmey. They would not 
even permit him to remain within the limits of the French 
territory. 

It  was in the midst of these events that the change of ad- 
ministration occurred. Washington retired, not averse to an 
honorable discharge from the labor of unravelling this hard 
knot, and Air. Adams came in, determined to make the attempt, 
but not without anxiety about the best mode of seizing the 
clue. He was a party man, and heartily agreed in the early 
views of the federalists; but his heart relucted at placing 
his administration a t  the outset upon any bottom less broad 
than that which had been laid by his predecessor. Neither 
could he see the wisdom of adopting a rule of exclusion from 
office, the effect of ~vliich \vo111c1 be to aggravate clisse~~sions 
already too much weakening the spirit of resistance, instead of 

' He is so described by Mr. Wolcott, Gibbs's Fed. Adm. vol. i. p. 487, and by 
Mr. Hamilton, Works of A. Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 247. 



the enemy from without. 
In  this spirit was the inaugural speech drawn up, with which 

he entered on his duties. Few efforts of the kind contain, 
within so narrow a compass, a more comprehensive view of a 
policy suitable for the chief magistrate of the United States, of 
any party. Not unaware of the rumors that had been sedu- 
lously spread against him, of his desire to alter the existing form 
of government, and to introduce something which had "an  
awful squinting to a monarchy," and not insensible of the im- 
portance of putting an end to them by a frank denial, he seized 
the opportunity to express his entire satisfaction with the con- 
stitutiou, as conformable to such a system of government as he 
had ever most esteemed, and in his own State had contributed 
to establish. Then, going to the root of these calumnies, he 
added the decisive words: " It  was not then, nor has been since, 
any objection to it in my mind, that tlie Executive and Senate 
were not more permanent. Nor have I entertained a thought 
of promoting any alterations in it but such as the people them- 
selves, in the course of their experience, should see and feel to 
be necessary or expedient, and, by their representatives in con- 
gress and the state legislatures, according to the constitution 
itself, adopt and ordain." 

Having thus removed the obstacles heretofore put in his 
way, he next declared the principles that should guide him for 
the future. With a high compliment to the administration as 
well as to the personal character of his predecessor, he proceeded 
to give, in one of the longest sentences in the language, his 
whole creed. Yet long as it is, perhaps none was ever con- 
structed by a statesman with less redundance to convey the 
same amount of meaning. After alluding to the general satis- 
faction felt with the course taken by Washington as a model 
for the imitation of his successors, he added these words : The 
occasion, I hope, will be admitted as  an apology, if I venture 
to say, that, if a preference upon principle of a free republican 
government, formed upon long and serious reflection, after a 
cliligpnt and impartial inquiry after t ruth;  if an attachment 
to the con-titution of the United States, and a conscientious 
determination to support it, until i t  shall be altered by the 
judgments and wishes of the people, expressed in the mode 
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rescribed in i t ;  if a respectful attention to  the constitutions of 
ie individual States, and a constant caution and delicacy 

boivards the state goveriiii-~ents; if an equal and impartial 
regard to the rights, interests, honor, and happiness of all the 

I States in the Union, without preference or regard to a northern 
or southern, eastern or western position, their various political 
opinions 011 essential points, or their personal attachments ; if a 
love of virtuous men of all parties and denominations ; if a love 
of science and letters, and a wish to patronize every rational 
effort to encourage schools, colleges, universities, academies, 
and every institution for propagating knowledge, virtue, and 
religion among all classes of the people, not only for their be- 
nign influence on the liappiness of life in  all its stages and 
classes, and of society in all its forms, but as the only means of 
preserving our constitution from its natural enemies, the spirit 
of sophistry, the spirit of party, the spirit of intrigue, profligacy, 
and corruption, and the pestilence of foreign influence, which is 
the angel of destruction to elective governments ; if a love of 
equal laws, of justice and humanity in tlie interior administra- 
tion; if an inclination to improve agriculture, coininerce, and 
manufactures for necessity, convenience, and defence ; if a spirit 
of equity and humanity towards the aboriginal nations of 
America, and a disposition to meliorate their condition, by 
incliningthem to be more friendly to us, and our citizens to be 
more friendly to them ; if an inflexible determination to main- 
tain peace and inviolable faith with all nations, and that system 
of neutrality and impartiality among the belligerent powers of 
Europe, which has been adopted by the government, and so 
solemnly sanctioned by both Houses of congress, and applauded 
by the legislatures of the States and the public opinion, until i t  
shall be otherwise ordained by congress ; if a personal esteem 
for the French nation, formed in a residence of seven years, 
chiefly among them, and a sincere desire to  preserve the friend- 
ship which has been so much for the honor and interest of both 
nations; if, while the conscious honor and integrity of the 
people of America, and the internal sentiment of their own 
power and energies must be preserved, an earnest endeavor to 
investigate every just cause, and remove every .colorable pre- 
tence, of complaint; if an intention to  pursue, by amicable 
negotiation, a reparation for the injuries that have been com- 

VOL. I. 43 
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mitted on the commerce of OUT fellow-citizens, by whatever 
nation, and (if success cannot be obtained) to lay the facts 
before the legisliiture, that they may consider wI1;it further 
measures the honor and interest of the government and its con- 
stituents demand ; if a resolution to do justice, as far as may 
depend npon me, at all times, ancl to all nations, and maintain 
peace, friendship, and benevolence with all the world ; if an 
unsli:~ken confidence in the honor, spirit, and resources of the 
American people, 011 which I have so often hazarded my all, 
and never been deceived ; if elevated ideas of the high destinies 
of tins country, and of my own duties towards it, founded on a 
knowledge of the moral principles and intellectual improvc- 
ment of the people, deeply engraven on my mind in early life, 
and not obscured, but exalted by experience and age;  and 
with humble reverence I fed it my duty to add, if a veneration 
for the religion of a people who profess and call themselves 
Christians, and a fixed resolution to consider a decent respect 
for Christianity among the best reeommcndations for the public 
service, - can enable me, in any degree, to comply with your 
wishes, it shall be my strenuous endeavor that this sagacious 
injunction of the two Houses shall not be without effect." 

When deeply stirred by internal emotion, Mr. Adams's man- 
ner became grave and very impressive. Nothing short of this 
could have made the delivery of so elaborate a paragraph at all 
effective before a 1arq-e audience. The next day he wrote to 
his wife, in his most natural and candid manner: - 

'( Your dearest friend never had a more trying day than yes- 
terday. A solemn scene it was, indeed ; ancl it was made more 
affecting to me by the presence of the General, whose counte- 
nance was as serene and unelondecl as the day. He seemed to 
me to enjoy a triumph over me. Mcthonght I heard him say: 
'Ay ! I am fairly out, and you fairly in ! See which of us will 
be happiest.' 

" W h e n  the ceremony was over, he came and made me a 
visit, and cordially congratulated me, and wished my adminis- 
tration might be happy, succrssful, and honorable. 

'< In the chamber of the House of Representatives was a mul- 
titude as great as the space could contain, and I believe scarcely 
a dry eye but Washington's. The sight of the sun setting full 
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orbed, and another rising, though less splendid, was a novelty. 
Chief Justice Ellsworth administered the oath, and with great 
energy. Judges Cushing, Wilson, and Iredell were present. 
Many ladies. I had not slept well the night before, and did not 
sleep well the night after. I was unwell, and did not know 
whether I should get through or not. I did, however. How the 
business was received, I know not, only I have been told that 
Mason, the treaty publisher, said we should lose nothing by the 
change, for he never heard such a speech in public in his life. 

"All agree that, taken altogether, it was the sublimest thing 
ever exhibited in America." 

The fact is unquestionable, that this speech was very well 
received by the public a t  large. Even the members of the op- 
position declared themselves relieved by it from much anxiety, 
and disposed to await further developments of the executive 
policy. Air. Jefferson, on taking his post as Vice-president, had 
gone so far as to declare that the high functions of the first 
office had been "justly confided " to Ah. Adains, and to depre- 
cate any untoward event which should devolve the duties of it 
during his term of office upon himself. The only persons who 
manifested discontent, were to be found among the federalists 
sympathizing with Mr. Hamilton. They lamented its tone as 
temporizing. , 'Their party feeling would have prompted a 
thorough demarcation of the line between then~selves and the 
opposition, by the delineation of a policy which every man 
should be obliged to notice, and by the acceptance or rejection 
of which his own position should be unmistakably defined. 
The avoidance of this course in the address was ominous to 
them of the accession to the chair of a man who would not 
meet their expectations ; and this suspicion other events, which 
soon came to their knowledge, had a strong tendency to con- 
film. 

The day before the inauguration, Mr. Adams had taken pains 
to seek out Air. Jefferson, in order to propose to him to  under- 
take the difficult experiment of reopening the avenues of nego- 
tiation with France. This was to be attempted by the estab- 
lishment of a wholly new commission, formed on such principles 
of fair combination as to preclude every pretext for objection on 
the part of the French republic. And the first proof of this 
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intention was to be found in the character and opinions of the 
Vice-president himself. Mr. Jefferson appears to have met this 
proposition with less cordiality than i t  merited a t  his hands. 
For though his reasons for declining to accept it himself were 
certainly valid, and were admittedto be so by Air .  Adams, there 
was no similar excuse for the lukewarmness visible: in promoting 
the acceptance of the offer, when extended to Mr. Madison, and 
perhaps others of his friends. In  the difficulties in which the 
administration was plunged, it was far more pleasant to dwell 
in the tents of opposition, than to be drawn out of them by 
a proposal of alliance in responsibilities which might cut off 
profitable complaint under failure, or divert elsewhere the advan- 
tages of success. Had this overture been accepted, important 
consequences might have followed a t  an early day, of which 
one might have been a reorganization of the cabinet. For 
it should be remarked that tlie first intimation of his idea, made 
by Mr. Adams, immediately after the inauguration, to Air. Wol- 
cott, then a t  the head of the treasury, was received by the latter 
with consternation, as  a signal for his retirement. So far from 
favoring further advances to bring the opposition into a united 
effort to preserve peace with France, he had made up his mind 
that the effort itself was not worth repeating in any shape, until 
some opening should be made by her. Yet the alternative was 
embargo or war. For the depredations on American commerce, 
unblushing as they were unbounded, could only be checked by 
restraining navigat,ion, or else defending i t  by arms. But an 
embargo was ruinous to trade, "whilst war imperilled tlie finances. 
Mr. Adams had no inclination to assume responsibility for such 
consequences, so long as they could be honestly avoided. Yet 
finding that perseverance in his project inight lead to an i~nme-  
diate difference with his cabinet, which he did not seek, whilst 
it met with no hearty response elsewhere, he a t  once abandoned 
all t h o ~ ~ g h t s  of Mr. Madison, and postponed, to  a later moment, 
any decision up011 the measure itself. 

The chief 'members of the executive council, Colonel Picker- 
ing and Air. Wolcott, had been long in t,he habit of looking 
outside of it for the general direction of the policy adopted 
within. This habit, formed from the time of their accession 
in Washington's administration, was now kept up without the 
smallest idea of any obligation on their part to apprise the 
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new President of its existence. Of course, coi~im~uiications, 
more or less free, of what was said or done in the cabinet, 
were the consequence. In this way, Alexander Hamilton, the 
recipient of them, was become all-powerful in guiding the 
movements of the government. It had been so in the last 
days of Washington, and it was not likely to be less so after his 
dignified attitude ceased to inspire moderation, and when a 
much less popular chief was in his place. To  the latter as the 
official incumbent, brought in without any hearty wish of theirs, 
they were, of course, bound outwardly to defer; but it is plain 
from their own admissions, that in all important questions they 
looked to Mr. Hamilton, and not to him, as the suitable guide 
of their action.1 As a consequence, it followed that unity in the 
executive policy became likely only when the President should 
happen, without knowing it, to fix upon the same measures 
which Air. Hamilton suggested. And in all important cases of 
difference, the probability was strong that the President would 
find his wishes either ineffectively seconded, or ultimately over- 
ruled. Such, from small beginnings, grew to be the settled 
practice nuclei this administration. Happily for the issue of 
the first measure, when revived a few weeks later, Mr. Hamil- 
ton had thought of it too, and had earnestly pressed i t  on his 
friends as one of the first necessity. He had even gone the 
length of proposing the selection of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, 
or some equally marked representative of the opposition, as one 
member of the joint conlmission. These ideas he had early 
directed some of his friends in congress to lay before the Pies- 
ident himself. This unexpected reinforcement of Mr. Adams's 
wishes carried the day over the repugnance of the secretaries. 
But they yielded, not without great misgivings. Mr. Wolcott, 
especially, saw in this concession some dangers, which scarcely 
excited the observation of the others. He then began to con- 
ceive the possibility of failure in guiding the will of Mr. Adams, 
and dimly to discern the results to  which it might lead. Pru- 
dence was essential, or a change of counsellors might be 

1 The opposition of Sir. Wolcott to the new mission, stiff whilst he supposes 
Mr. Adams alone to favor it, becomcsductile when lie traces tile same sentiment 
to Mr. Hamilton. See his letter to Hitinilton of 31 March, 1797.  1f'oni.s of A. 
Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 221. Colonel Pickering appealed to him from a check by 
Mr. Adams, within the first month. Ib .  p. 220. 

43 " 
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attended with a more or less complete ejection from the strong- 
holds of power.1 

The intelligence received from France came in to hasten the 
necessity of making a decision. An act of the Directory, of 
the 2d of March, had followed the expulsion of Mr. Piuckney, 
which, in sub~tance, annulled the rule of free sliips, free goods, 
ingrafted into the treaty of 1778, and declared all An~ericans 
found serving on board the vessels of Great Britain, pirates, 
to be treated without mercy. Under these circ~~mstances, 
war would be justifiable. The only question was whether i t  
would be expedient. In order to determine this point, the 
President requested the written answers of the members of his 
cabinet to a series of fourteen questions coverins all the neces- 
eary points. This was on the 14th of April. A proclamation 
had already been issued, sunlmoning congress to attend at 
Philadelphia a t  an extraordinary session, on the fifteenth day of 
May, there to receive the important communications which he 
was about to prepare out of these deliberations. 

In answering the President's questions, not a single cabinet 
officer was found explicitly to recommend a declaration of war- 
All now acquiesced in the project of reviving negotiation by 
initiating a new and solemn commission, and some suggested 
means of facilitating a settlement. The commission having 
been determined npon, another step was, to designate the three 
commissioners. Mr. Adams still retained the wish to give one 
of the number to the opposition. He  therefore suggested the 
union of his old friend of the Revolution, Elbridge Gerry, with 
General Pinckney and John Marshall. But this idea at once 
revived all the alarms of his advisers. Mr. Gerry had opposed 
the constitution, and had been ever since most obnoxious in 
Massachusetts to the particular class of federalists to which the 
secretaries belonged. Mr. Aclams had casually dropped the 
name of another friend, Francis Dana. They strongly pressed 
to have him preferred; and, although this was giving to the 
commission a purely federal color, contrary to his original de- 
sign, he cheerfully yielded to their desire. The very last fault 
that can be justly found with his course is that of a disposition 

1 The substance of this paragraph may be gathered from a close study of the 
guarded intimations contained in the letter of Mr. Wolcott to Hamilton, above 
cited. 
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to control their will. With the lights now furnished respecting 
their conduct, his error lay rather in conceding too much. But  
his nomination of Mr. Dana was of no avail, for that gentleman 
declined the trust, on the score of his health. And when the 
question came up anew, no second name was a t  hand to 
present, which could be made again to   re ponder ate over the 
earlier selection ; so Mr. Gerry received the nomination. The 
President's counsellors now felt that they were to struggle for 
their power. Air. Adams might be bent to a certain point, but 
he conld not be controlled. The expectations with which they 
entered on their places under him must be abandoned. And 
henceforth they were to retain them with a view, so far as  might 
be, to rectify his deviations from their policy, and especially to 
keep the cabinet from going into the hands of other men. 

A short time before the decision last mentioned, congress had 
assembled. The cabinet all cordially cooperated in preparing 
the opening speech, which must be conceded to be one of the 
most manly and dignified state papers that ever emanated from 
the American executive. Its simple recital of the offensive 
action of France a t  once rallied the spirit of the members to 
the support of their own government. Both Houses replied in 
warm approbation of the policy recommenclecl, and the Senate 
soon afterwards ratified the nominations of the new cominis- 
sioners. The federalists, fortified by the reaction everywhere 
springing up against France, on account of the excesses of her 
revolutionary era, showed a degree of strength to which they 
had for some time been strangers. Yet so fierce was the opposi- 
tion that no attempt was made to press measures of an extreme 
character. The warmer friends of government complained of 
a want of vigor. Mr. Hamilton prepared for the use of the 
Secretary of the Treasury his views of the different objects of 
taxation, from which further sums might be obtained to the 
revenue in the present contingency. Of these, congress adopted 
only the ominous item of stamps, the very name of which did 
more disservice to government than all Hie sums collected from 
i t  could compensate for. They authorized a small loan of less 
than a million, and passed several acts, of which the chief were 
those against privateeriiig, and the exportation of arms, for the 
further protection of the ports of the United States and for the 
increase of the naval armament. The time expended on these 
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labors little exceeded three weeks, and both Houses adjourned in 
season to escape a t  Philadelphia all danger from the impending 
pestilence. Mr. Adams returned to his family at Quincy, hav- 
ing good reason to be satisfied with this outset. The commis- 
sioners were soon put on their way to the scene of their labors, 
and the whole country rested for a while, in earnest but quiet 
expectation of the intelligence which should announce the fate 
of the latest overtures to  reconciliation. 

Unluckily for the repose of the world, negotiations wi Ã 
ranee during the closing years of the last century had no fixed 

data upon which to  calculate any probable issue. The men who 
old power, changed often; and the tone they took towards 
reign nations, whilst they held it, depended less upon notions 

f equity and justice than upon the latest tidings from the 
armies of the republic. Unfortunate indeed is that country, the 
character of wliosc officers has no other recommendation than 
the single fact of tlie popular choice. None li110~ better than 
the elect how so011 that factitious value will vanish. As it 
happened, Messrs. Marshall, Pinckney, and Gerry reached Paris 
at a moment of extraordinary national intoxication. The young 
chief, who was about to astonish Europe with his deeds, and 
fill the world with his fame, was the11 bcginnii~g to inakc his 
employers sensible of the value of his energy. He had been 
cognizant of the coup d'etcit, under which the legislative and 
executive departments had been riven in twain, and the best 
part of thr members exiled. And his victorious inarch in Italy 
was the sign under which the nsnrping section hoped to hold 
their power, inaugre all resistance. The sport of fortune, the 
ordinary men who now held the reins, saw in their position no 
objects higher than the opportunity to enrich themselves. Na- 
poleon's successes opened a paradise of jobs from army coii- 
tractors, besides placing the Directory in a situation to dictate 
their own terms to weaker nations. Happy chance for such 
men as Barras, and Rcwbell, and Mrrlin, just now tnrning np 
in their lives, boo11 to end, and never to return ! But unhappy 
chance to all countries rlc 
be brought to deprecate the 
tcction not to be had wit11 
tunate chance to the Uni 
make then' anger a cause 
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was growing to whiten every sea, presented a rich prey where- 
with to fatten the officials of the hour! 

I t  was to a government like this, that three single-hearted 
men, guiltless of a trick of diplomacy or a thought of venality, 
had been addressed, under the delusive notion that good sense, 
and truth, and justice might avail to procure an adjustment of 
every honest difference. The result may easily be conceived. 
They were met by arts against which they proved no match, 
by round-about contrivances to ascertain, before recognizing 
their position, what price they would offer for a treaty. And 
when the fact became certain that money was not to be made 
out of them, an adroit effort followed to dissociate the two 
most impracticable commissioners from the third and more 
sympathizing one, in order to try the luck of an appeal to him 
alone. It was all in vain, however. Mr. Gerry, though he per- 
mitted the Directory to create an invidious and insulting distinc- 
tion, gave them no opening for advantage over himself. Of his 
honesty and his patriotism, however i t  may have been disputed 
during the high party times that followed, 110 impartial person, 
a t  this day, will entertain a doubt. And whatever may have 
been his facility, i t  should be remembered that the same had 
been shown, in the same place, by no less a predecessor than 
Dr. Franklin. The Directory, foiled in their game, ceased to  
feel an interest in playing it further. Even before Mr. Gerry 
retired, inexorable to  their solicitation to treat, signs appeared 
of their disposition not to press matters so far as to cut off 
every opportunity to retrace their steps. 

This was a despicable species of adventure for such a noble 
country as  France. Neither is i t  to be supposed that it would 
have been attempted in many other stages of its history. But 
it is in the uatm-e of popular convulsions, when continued for a 
length of time, gradually to throw to the surface snch dregs, 
that a t  last the whole comn~unity gasps in expectation of tlie 
bold hand which will a t  a single sweep skim them off from 
the sight. The hand that was ultimately to do this thing, was 
the very one yet interested to uphold the evil. To  affront the 
United States irretrievably was the height of folly; for, admit- 
ting them to be of little positive weight in the scale of nations, 
they were yet not without power to harm, especially on tlie 
ocean, and if allied, as such treatment would inevitably drive 

G 2 
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them to be, with Great Britain, France's most dreaded foe, 
might prove formidable. Besides, the moral effect was exceed- 
ingly bad, in withering the sympathies of that large class of 
American citizens who had persisted, a t  every disadvantage, in 
upholding France at  home. It was ungrateful, to say the least, 
towards those who had persevered, through all the odium in- 
curred by their crimes, in glorying in the successes of their 
dear allies, as  they loved to call them, to suffer them to be 
precipitated into the very jaws of the British lion. These 
considcrations were disregarded a little too long. And when 
they began to be respected, the consequences were beyond the 
opportunity of recall. 

For, in the mean time, the popzdar feeling in the United 
States was daily growing more adverse to France, and more 
friendly to the administration. The evidence of this became 
unequivocal upon the reassembly of the two Houses of con- 
gress a t  the regular session in November. No decisive tid- 
ings had then been received, so that the opening speech was 
confined to a simple reference to the difficulties, coupled with a 
recommendation, in any event, to  provide suitable protection 
for the national commerce. Allusion was briefly made to the 
state of tlie relations with other powers, but no suggestion of 
specific measures foliowed. I t  is clear that the time for being 
explicit had not yet arrived. But  i t  was already far on its way. 
All'. Adams, so early as  the 24th of January, 1793, i n  antieipa- 
tion of tlie expected intelligence, deemed it prudent to address t( 
the members of his cabinet a letter, requestino- their views of the 

&. 
course proper to be taken, in case the commissioners should have 
failed in accomplishing the objects of their mission. Should a 
declaration of war be recommended ? or an embargo ? Should 
any change be attempted, contingent upon that event, in tlie 
nature of the relations held with other European powers in 
general, and most particularly with Great Britain ? 

These were questions of the deepest importance. The man- 
ner of putt ingthem betrayed nothing of the sentiments of tlie 
interrogator, beyond a marked disinclination to any approaches 
towards Great Britain. I t  is not absolutely certain whether 
the secretaries of state and of the treasury sent in any separate 
answers. At  all events, none are found among Mr. Adams's 
papers. That the former wrote at this time to consult Mr. 
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Hamilton about the expediencyof an alliance offensive and 
defensive wit11 Great Britain, and that he received an answer, 
appears elsewhere. But there is no trace of a suggestion of the 
kind to the President. The only one of the cabinet who pro- 
posed a declaration of war, was the attorney-general, Air. Lee. 
The remainingmember, Mr. McHenry, sent in an answer, in 
which he dissuaded from a formal declaration, on account of the 
aversion felt for i t  by a large portion of the people, but, a t  
the same time, laid down a series of seven propositions to be 
recommended to congress, the effect of which, if adopted, would 
have been, if not to make war, a t  least to place the country on a 
footing to make it, both by sea and land. They were these : - 

1. Permission to merchant sliips to arm. 
2. The construction of twenty sloops of war. 
3. The completion of the frigates already authorized. 
4. Authority, in case of a rupture, to the President to pro- 

vide, " by such means as he may judge best," ships of the line, 
not exceeding ten. 

5. The suspension of the treaties with France. 
6. An immediate army of sixteen thousand men, and a pro- 

visional one of twenty thousand more. 
7. A loan, and an adequate system of taxation. 
This paper is of the utmost importance to a clear conception 

of the internal movement of this administration ; because there 
are the strongest reasons for presuming that, instead of being 
Mr. McHenry's simply, i t  contains the joint conclusions of Mr. 
Hamilton and the three secretaries under his influence. Tlie 
recommendations are almost identically those which appear in 
Mr. Hamilton's private letters to Air. Pickering.1 But in addi- 
tion to this, the paper closed-with some suggestions which show 
a coincidence even more marked with the peculiar policy which 
that gentleman was a t  the same time advocating in his corre- 
spondence. 

Yet the place in which this appears the most striking, is in 
that portion of the answer which touches upon the relations to 

1 Compare the seven propositions, with the seven in Hamilton's TITorks, 
vol. vi. pp. 2G9-271. The only difference is in the recommendation to fortify 
the irindpal ports, anrl to raise fifty thousand men instead of thirty-six That 
ldr#1enrY was in the habit of ilrawini; upon Hamilton for his papers is shown 
in other places. Humilton's Works, vol. v. passim. Vol. vi. pp. 287, 282. 
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be observed "with Great Britain. Deprecating a formal alliance 
as  inexpedient rather than as  improper, it yet recommended 
t,hat overtures should be made through Air. King, to obtain a 
loan, the aid of convoys, and perhaps t,he transfer of ten ships 
of the line, should congress give the authority to obtain so many; 
and, what is most significant of all, it urged tliat, in case of 
rupture, a cooperation sliould be secured, by Great Britain's 
lodging ample powers of execution in  the hands of her envoy 
to the United States, the object of which should be the con- 
quest of the Floridas, Louisiana, and Spanish South America; 
all the territory on the east side of the Mississippi, together with 
tlie port of New Orleans, to be the share of the spoils allotted to 
the United States.' 

A comparison of these views with the reputed capacit,y of the 
person claiming the paternity of them, as well as  with those 
expressed by Mr. Hamilton to other persons, makes the infer- 
ence irresistible that they were actually supplied by the latter, 

1 I n  order that there may be no doubt on this subject, a n  extract from Air. 
McHenry's opinion is suljoined : - 

"As to E n ~ l a n d .  Notwithstanding her naval victories and undisputed control 
of the ocean, her  fate remains yet perhaps precarious, and must continue so, as 
Iongas invasion remains practicable or possible. This consiileration may render 
i t  best to avoid entangling ourselves with an alliance. I t  may be said, besides, 
that the interest she has in our t i to will command as much from her as a t reaty;  
tliat, moreover, if she can maintain her  own ground, she will not see us fiill, a n d  
if slie cannot, our help will not maintain her, and a treaty will not, b r  observed. 
I t  may be said further ; if we n i te r  into an uttiance, and France should endeavor 
to  (Ietarli ns from it, by off'erina; advantageous terms of peace. it would bo a 
difficult and dangerous task to the President to resist the popular cry for accept- 
ance of her  terms. 

' Upon tlie whole, it would appear the safest course to avoid anyformal 
treaty, and to do no more tlian to c o i ~ i n n ~ ~ ~ i c a t c  through Mr. K i ~ i g  the measures 
in train ; to sound Great Britain as to a loan ; as to convoys; and cooperation 
iii case of open rupture, pointiiigtthc cooperation to the Floriilas, Lonisiiina, and 
the South American possessions of Spain, if rupture, as 1s probable, should 
extend to he r ;  to prevail on Britain to lodge in l i ~  minister here ample antlior- 
ity for all these purposes, as  tar as they can be managed by liiin, lint to do all 
this without any formal cnp~gciiacnt or ro~n~i~i t incn t  in the tirnt instance. I t  
niiglit also be thrown ont, in the event of cotipcration, that we should expect all 
on this side the Mississippi, with New Orlrans, to be ours. It woulil also 
appear expedient to direct a provisional negotiation to be opened for ten sliips 
of the line, to be manned and coni~nandcd by us. to have effect, should congress 
give authority to the President, in case of open ruptnrc, to provide so many. 
I t  would be best to charge with the instructions a confidential mcsse~~ycr." 

Compare with tin?, Hamilton's letter to Pickcring, printed in liis lIrorks, 
1-01. vi. p. 278, and that to Kin" p. 348, and the later policy, as hereafter ex- 
plained. The plan seems to have been commnnic:itecl to tile British govern- 
ment t h r o n ~ l i  Air. King, Ihut not as  coiiiing from the American government. 
This needs further explanations. Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 368. 
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and that the knowledge of this fact was the reason why the 
other two cabinet officers felt themselves dispensed from the 
necessity of offering separate opinions. 

All this had been done by way of preparation for probable 
events. When the news arrived which save them a definite 
shape, ancl t,he details of the attempts upon the firmness of the 
commissioners, which had been instigated by the Directory, had 
been spread before tlie cabinet, Mr. Adams once more sub- 
mitted questions to his advisers. They were now reduced to 
two : - 

1. Should all the particulars be disclosed at  once to congress? 
2. Should the President recommend a declaration of war ? 
Again no answer came from t,he chief secretaries. Air. 

McHenry contented himself with appealing to his former ex- 
position of his views, to which he had nothing to add. And 
Mr. Lee, with a provident regard for tlie personal safety of the 
commissioners not yet known to be beyond the jurisdiction of 
France, only proposed a delay until that point should have 
been placed beyond a doubt. 

With these views before him, Mr. Aclams was now called 
upon to take a definite course. Of the source of the policy pro- 
posed to him by Mr. McHemy, he seems to have had no sus- 
picioii. But so far as it looked to more intimate connections 
with Great Britain, the argumentat,ive form in which he put 
his questions1 sufficiently shows that it met with no favoriilg 
response in his bosom. I t  was a t  war with the whole theory 
of his life, ancl all the lessons of his experience. It is not 
unlikely that his conversation betrayed his opinions, for Air .  
Piclm-iug, very soon after this, communicated a significant hint 
to Mr. Hamilton, that the animosities engendered by tlie Revo- 
lution in some breasts " would probably make the plan of 
cooperation impract,icable. The fact is certain that no further 
direct effort was made to establish i t  through the agency of the 
President. Waving all the recommendations that looked to 
such a result, he adopted the draft of a message prepared by Air. 
Wolcott. But a single paragraph written by himself appears 
in t,his paper. It communicated his own intentions in tlie fol- 
lowing terms : - 

1 The questions are to be found in vol. viii. pp. 561-62. 
2 Pickering to Hamilton. IVorks of Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 307. 

VOL. I. 44 
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The present state of things is so csscnt~ially different from 
that in which instructions wcre given to collectors to restrain 
vessels of the United States from sailing in an armed condition, 
that the principle in which those orders were issued has ceased 
to  exist. I therefore deem i t  proper to inform congress, that I 
no longer conceive myself justifiable in continuing tliera, unless 
in particular cases, where there may be reasonable ground of 
suspicion that such vessels are intended to be employed con- 
trary to law." 

This message was sent to  both Houses on the 19th of March, 
1798. It recommended no new measures, but repeated the 
exhortation to prepare for protection and defence made in former 
comn~unications, as  the result of a mature consideration of the 
dispatches. The dispatches themselves wcre, with a single ex- 
ception, held back. That  exception notified the government of 
a new act of hostility, forfeiting all neutral ships covering any 
productions of England, and shutting up France even to such 
as should, in their voyage, have barely touched a t  an English 
port. The message announccd the failure of the mission, but 
gave no details of its proceedings. The papers had been re- 
served, for the reasons suggested by tlie attorney-general. But 
with such a determination tlie impatience of neither party was 
content. Dignified and temperate as  was the tone of the 
executive, Mr. Jefferson, fastening for a ground of complaint 
upon the single measure of self-defence, the withdrawal of the 
prohibition upon merchant ships to go armed, an act certainly 
not extravagant in the face of so violent a French decree, de- 
nominated this C C  an insane message ; " whilst Mr. Hamilton, 
unsatisfied so long as  no disclosure had been made of facts 
from which he clearly foresaw the advantages to inure to the 
party with which he was associated, set in motion, through a 
member of the House, a demand for the production of the 
documents withheld. This, was adopted on the 2d of April, and 
the response returned in twenty-four hours. Thus came before 
the country a full disclosure of the tissue of intrigues, woven in 
France in order to ext,ort money from the American coinmis- 
sioners. But out of superfluous consideration for the feelings 
of the three private individuals who had been prevailed upon to 
serve as go-betweens, Colonel Pickering, the Secrctiuy of St,iite, 
suppressed their names, and substituted for t,licm t,he lust three 
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letters of the alphabet, X. Y. Z. Hence i t  happened that in 
popular parlance these dispatches came to be generally known 
as the X. Y. Z. correspondence. 

Upon the arrival of General Marshall in the United States, 
the President sent another message to congress, bearing date 
21st June, 1798, transmitting a dispatch from Mr. Gerry, who 
yet remained in Paris, which completed the series of papers 
l~elonging to the negotiation. At the end, he added these im- 
portant words : - 

" I will never send another minister to France xvithout as- 
surances that he will be received, respected, and honored as 
the representative of a great, free, powerful, and independent 
nation." 

It is necessary to a right understanding of the events that 
followed, to bear the terms of this engagement clearly in mind. 
For  in the different constructions given to it is to be found the 
ostensible cause of the division that took place in the ranks of 
tlie federal party. 

The publication by congress of all the papers was like the 
falling of a spark into a powder magazine. Among the friends 
of France who had, down to this moment, "with praiseworthy 
constancy, adhered to their allies, even through all the accumu- 
lilted horrors of their revolutionary days, the news spread utter 
dismay, precluding them from defence or justification. Even tlie 
sanguine Jefferson beheld with consternation the peril to all his 
brighteht anticipations from the huge rising wave of national 
feeling which promised to carry his federal opponents for a long 
way in triumph on its crest. The return of the commis~ioners 
only served to bring the popular enthusiasm to its height. 
There was but one voice to  be heard, and that was in clenun- 
ciation of the arrogance and profligacy of France, and in warm 
approbation of every measure calculated to uphold the dignity 
and the honor of the United States. The opportunity was a 
critical one to the inclividu?ls intrusted with power. Wisely 
improved, it would have insured the ascendency of their policy 
for years to come. Slighted or abused to gain equivocal ends, 
it might only prove the occasion of a more fatal overthrow. 
How i t  was actually used, it is one of the objects of the present 
narrative faithfully and impartially to disclose. 

From what has been already described of the cabinet action, 
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the position of the President may now be pretty distinctly 
perceived. Surrounded by advisers, three of whom were pro- 
posing a system of measures prompted by a grntlemaii not 
lii~own by him to be in tlic secret of liis counsels, and not :it 
all in harmony with his own ideas, he seenib to have declined 
the responsibility of assuming the recommei~dation of it, and to 
have chosen the safer course of devolving upon the two l ion~es 
of congress, as the proper arbiters, the task of ck~trrn~iiiing 
what it was best for the nation, under the circumstances, to do. 
Down to this time he seems to have entertained little distrust 
of Air. Hamilton himself, and not the slightest suspicion of the 
nature of the influences brought to bear upon himself. It  was 
only when his obvious disinclination to  tlie policy offered to his 
acceptance had the effect of transferring the theatre for tlie 
exercise of them from the seclusion of his secret council to 
the public arena of the two houses, that he could begin to 
gather data upon which to form some notion of tlie perils by 
which he was beset. 

Among the yonnger and more active members of the federal 
party in the north and east, Mr. Hamilton had gradually become 
an idol. Without much hold upon tlie judgment or the aflec- 
tions of the people a t  large, he had yet, by the effect of his 
undisputed abilities and his masculine will, gained great sway 
over the minds of the intelligent merchants along the Atlantic 
border. His previous doctrines, in unison with the feelings 
and intcrests of the most conservative class, had drawn to him 
their particular confidence, whilst his position in the first acl- 
ministration bad facilitated the cstablishinent by him of a chain 
of influence, rcsting for its main support on his power over 
the mind of Washington himself, but carried equally through 
all the ramifications of the executive department. Tlms it 
happened that even after he ceilsed to be personiilly present, 
his opinions continued to shape the policy of Washington's 
second administration and even tli:it of 11;s successor. But 
since the day of his retirement from the treasury he had thus 
far  manifested 110 desire to reEntcr public life, or to assume 
any direct share in the rpgulation of affairs. The prospect 
of a conflict with France seems to have been the first cause 
of a change of intention. He now showed signs of a wish 
not merely to devibe the wholc sybtem of action, on the part 
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of the government, but likewise to be in a position to direct 
its execution. He began to foresee a crisis worthy to call forth 
all his latent powers. 

The President's voluntary act, by which the responsibility of 
initiating the desired system was transferred from tlie executive 
to the legislative department, was not unfavorable to the clevel- 
opment of Mr. Hamilton's plans. His energetic dictation, sec- 
onded by the zealous cooperation of his able friends in both 
houses of congress, naturally gave the lead to opinion. Where 
the passions of men are heated to the pitch of enthusiasm in 
any cause, he who advises the most positive measures is gen- 
erally likely to gain the earliest hearing. Tlms it happened 
in this case. The federal policy proposed and adopted a t  this 
session of congress was largely tlie ofi'spiingof Ah'. Hiimilton's 
brain, though i t  fell far short of the extent of his conceptions. 
Whether for weal or woe, i t  is his name that should be asso- 
ciated with it, and not that of the person then filling the 
executive chair, whose opinions it very partially represented, 
and whose legitimate influence i t  was designed to annihilate. 
Yet strange are sometimes tlie ways of Providence, which a t  
one and the same moment will not simply expose one man to 
responsibility for the plans and actions of another, but will 
even make that other himself a medium through which the 
censure attending them shall be the most permanuntly visited 
on Ins memory. 

The friends of Mr. Hamilton carried through congress some 
of the measures which had been proposed in the cabinet, and 
one or two that were not in  that list. Without declaring 
war with France, they voted the treaties with her to be null 
and void, and authorized hostilities equivalent to war. They 
sanctioned a considerable augmentation of the actual army, 
with a prospective organization of officers adapted to a much 
more extended one, in case of inva-Jon. They increased the 
navy by directing the construction or purchase of new ships, 
and they placed the superintendence of it in a distinct de- 
partment of the government, over which they established a new 
cabinet officer. With tlie exception of this last change, all 
these things had been under the consideration of the executive 
department. The case was different with some other measures, 
and particularly those acts which have ever since been known 

44 ' 
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under the name of the Alien and Sedition Laws;  acts, borrowed 
from the extravagant apprehensions entertained in Great Britain 
of the spread of the revolutionary spirit, which proved of no 
practical value whatever to America, whilst they furnished an 
effective handle for attack against their authors. Lastly, con- 
gress enlarged the objects of taxation, and gave the necessary 
powers to obtain by loan a further sum of five millions of dol- 
lars. As has been said already, this was not all of the system 
of Sir. Hamilton, for that contemplated an offensive war, sus- 
tained by the ultimate establishment of a military organization 
of fifty thousand men; but i t  was in its principal features in 
unison with his views. T o  RIr. Adams, who seems scarcely to 
have been consulted by the active mc'n, no part of i t  was par- 
ticularly acceptable excepting that which organized the navy. 
His sydein was purely defensive, and his preference would 
have been to strengthen that arm as the main reliance i n  war- 
fare, whilst the army should be only a means of deterring the 
enemy from the idea of invasion. Here is the origin of the 
difference of opinion in the federal party which in a short time 
led to the most important consequences. 

And, indeed, if the reasons urged in favor of a great pro- 
spective army be calmly examined, they seem scarcely strong 
enough to  justify tlie erection of so ponderous a system. The 
ostensible motive was the apprehension of invasion by France. 
But a t  that time France had not an inch of territory 011 the 
American continent. She was, moreover, deeply involved in 
hostilities with Great Britain and other powers, wliicli tasked 
her strength quite severely enough in Europe. What  was then 
the prospect of her inclination or ability to dispatch large 
armies to the United States, whilst so many fields of brilliant 
conquest remained unreaped close under her hand ? Neither 
had she, in point of fact, shown by any act of hers the remotest 
disposition towards an expedition of any sort. The naval 
preponderance of her island neighbor presented too formidable 
an obstacle, even if there had been no other. So  long as the 
danger apprehended was only contingent, i t  seemed to require 
110 more than a provisional extension of the established force, to 
be resorted to when nece&sary, and to be discontinued with the 
cessation of the necessity. But the plan of Mr Hamilton was 
not limited to this. I t  had uvery aspect of a solid establish- 



ft, of great& or less extent, i t  might be, but of permanen 
uration. It very -~ clearh contem&t,ed ~ ~ other coiltiilgencies 

than that which was immediately before the and pre- 
pared for a different class of necessities. "What the precise \ 

nature of them was, has never been fully laid open. But as  ' 
some notion of them is of the very first necessit,~ to a true con- 
ception of the difficulties of Mr. Adams in his Presidency, an 
attempt will now be made, from the materials which have found 

, 
their way to  the light within the last few years, to furnish such 
an explanation as they appear to justify. 1 

It may be recollected that in the elaborate plan presented by 
Mr. McHenry, which has been already described, the herald of 
that part of Ai r .  Hamilton's system which appeared afterwards 
i n  congress, some stress was laid on another measure not pro- 
posed in that body. This w a s ,  the expediency of sounding 
Great Britain, touchiiiga loan of ten of her ships of the line, 
and what was called a cooperation, in case of rupture, for the 
conquest of the Floriclas, Louisiana, and the South American 
possessions of Spain. B&t ii~asmuch as Spain had not a t  this 
time made herself a stumbling-block of offence, it seems as if 
no special occasion had occurred for contemplating a plan to  
attack her American possessions, especially in conjunction with 
Great Britain, a t  the very time when the quarrel of the United 
States was only with France, and the way of providing for that 
was the single topic proposed for consideration. The mystery 
is not explicable unless t,he clue can be supplied from elsewhere. 

very time Ag. Hanlilton had becomz 9rt~~o~-grj~tid-p~oje~t 
of revolution in S o ~ ~ t l i  ~ i i ~ e l < c a , ~ n c c i v e d  years before in the 
fertile l~rain of Francisco de llJiranh, but now taking the form 
of a political combination, the details of which are found sin- 
gularly t,o correspond with this feature of the plan submitted to 
the President by Air. Me 

1 
It can only be accounted for by knowing the fact that a t  this - 

paper, Miranda was in Lond 
of the prime minister, Air. P 
Britain would undertake 
reasons for believing that that minister's favorable answer de 
pendecl upon the prospect o 

1 The original project, signed 
America, will be found i11 full iu 
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ican government. According to Miranda's plan, Great Britain 
was to supply ships not exceeding twenty, money and men, 
but the United States were to furnish not less than seven thou- 
sand men, two thousand to be cavalry, and that not a t  first 
only, but throughout the war that might ensue, no matter how 
long. As a compensation for this engagement, the allotment 
of conquered territory, in case of success, was that which was 
pointed out in  Mr. McHenry's paper, and perhaps the West  
Indies besides, excepting only Cuba. It is therefore difficult to  
resist the conviction that the same person who drew the plan 
offered to Mr. Adams, was a t  the time fnlly apprised of 
Miranda's projects, and was desirous so to shape the policy 
of the American government as to bring it into cooperation 
with them. For the rest, t,hese facts are certain; t,hat Mr. 
Hamilt,oii was, duringihis  period, in confidential communica- 
tion with Miranda; that lie suggested a change of Hie scheme, 
so far as to supply all the troops from the United States, instead 
of a part, which was accepted; and that the command of tlie 
troops so supplied had been conceded to his wishesal Pos- 
sessed of t,he knowledge of all these facts, i t  becomes easy to 
understand the reasons for an organization of the military force 
more extensive than would be needed merely for defence. That 
Sir. Hamilton conten~plated heading an expedition to act for 
a greater or less period outside of the limits of the Union, 
and against the possessions of another nation than France, is 

- bvyon&lie p~ssibility of doubt? It was, thcreforc, very 11attira1 
that he should be active to promote the establishment of a 
larger force than would appear necessary to those who had not 
been -let into the secret of the uses to which a part of it was to 
be pnt. 

Neither is this the  only or the most serious consideration 
att,ending this remarkable project. Tlie proposed coiiperation 
with Great Britain, a t  a moment when she was deeply engaged 

1 " 1'0,s sotthiilfs soul renq~lk." So says SIirancln to Ilaniilton, in his letter of 
t l ~ ~ l : I t t i ~  ofOgt.c&r. I ~ ~ I i ~ ~ ~ ~ i r q l i  I & ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ) I .  xiii. 11. 291. Mr. 1I:i111ilto11 ex- 
iliiins them for himself in his letter to l l u i i ~ s  King. Itnniiltoil's Works,  vol. vi. 
11 347. 

0 After describing tlie extent of tlie military supplies to be provided, Mr. 
11-iiiiilliiii writes to his tneiu~$eneri iI  ( ~ i i u n ,  of @orgi;i : " This, yon perceivi;, 
oolis tn  offensive o~)~~i'iitions. It' we are to r i i p 1 3  111 WHY, oiir ipiinu will be to 
attack wliurc we mn. France is not to bo. coiisidrruil as separate11 from licr 
dly._ Tc~pl&g objects will he wit/dii ourf~i'usp." W o r k s ,  vul. v. p. 184. 
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in a war with the French, by a joint attack upon the depen- 
dencies of a power in elose alliance with them, could scarcely 
fail to involve the most momentous results to the futurity of 
the United States. It was, first of all, about to render them 
dependent upon Great Britain for ships and - money, -- ". - to execute 
the object immediately in view. But granting that this could 
be gained a t  once, and with a small expenditure of the joint 
resources of the two nations, a thing by no means certain, the 
long train of consequences which victory involved, only then 
begins to be perceptible. The regions of South America, which 
were thus to be torn away from the control of Spain, were 
to be established as independent under a moderate govern- 
ment, with the joint guarantee of the cooperating powers,' stipu- 
lating equal jrivileges in - . - eommerce."l - - -- - -Such is the lang~lage 
used by Mr. Hamilton himself. But a joint guarantee, given 
i n  time of war, to the dependencies of one of the belligerent 
nations, to secure, against its consent, certain terms to them a t  
all events, could not have been maintained without convert- 
ing all those engaged into parties to the war, so long as i t  
should last, and until the restoration of peace by some new 
form of negotiation. The effect of such a necessity could not 
fail to be a drawing closer of the alliance of the cooperating 
powers, and an entanglement in all the fortunes of the general 
struggle. An alliance was assumed to be inevitable in the 

-. So11tl1 Ainericaii project. It is iiot to be cloubtecl that, tllo~lgh 
not advocated a t  the outset, i t  was distinctly contemplated by 
Mr. Hamilton, as an ultimate consequence of t,he execution 
of that scheme. But i t  is obvious that such an event could 
not have taken place without a complete abandonment of the 
neutrality which had been declared a cardinal point of tlie 
federal policy under General Washington's administration. 

But apart from all views of foreign service, temporary or pcr- 
manent, for the contemplated army, tliere were considerations 
growing out of the state of things a t  home, which greatly 
weighed on the mind of Air. Hamilton to make him favor a 

1 Hamilton to King. Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 347. This letter is deserv- 
inn; of the closest attention by all who desire to uurlerstand the history of this 
period. Mr. Kin:'? public and private papers, not yet before the worlil, must 
throw a flooil of liglit on these tmiisactiuiis. See also Hamilton to Miranila, in 
the saiiie vulnme, p. 348. 
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permanent military organization. His tendencies were never 
to popular ideas. At the outset of the Revolution, even the 
fresh enthusiasm of his youth had much of early bias to struggle 
with before adopting the American cause.l Neither by birth, 
education, taste nor habits of life entertaining faith in tlieoret- 
ical democracy, his later observation had only confirmed his 
profound distrust of every thing which savored of the profcs- 
sion of it. His honorable and successful labors to effect the 
establishment of the federal constitution, were guided not so 
rrmcli by his confidence in the intrinsic excellence of that instm- 
nient, as  by his anxiety to escape the danger of something 
worse. And his confidence in the permsinency of that, never 
great, had been seriously impaired by the trials to which i t  
had been subjected, and by the visible accumulation of elc- 
ments regarded by him as sooner or later threatcning its snb- 
version. To his mind, the future presented, as he grew older, 
no other vision than that of a great crisis,z threatening the very 
foundations of the social system, from which there could be no 
escape, and which i t  was importnnt to be in the best situation 
to  meet. Confident of his own powers, he very naturally looked 
within himself for the agency adequate to cope with the danger. 
And foreseeing that this danger would inevitably entail civil 
commotion, he found it not difficult to convince himself that 
to his genius was allotted the control of the physical means 
necessary to restore order out of chaos. The first and most 
immediate duty was to be in a condition to act -with effect in 
defence of the g~vernment .~  And if this could not be done 
without resort to force, force must be a t  hand to use whenever 
the occasion should require it. Ncitlicr was his system one of 
aspirations purely selfish. Strong minds seldom fail to  asso- 
ciate with dreams of their own glory the modes of exercising 

1 This is stated by himself, in the advertisement prefixed to his early pan+ 
phlet in answer to Wilkins, Work's, vol. ii. p. 38. 

2 The expectation of a great crisis haunted his mind during several of Iiis last 
years. See the Life of Gouvernew Morris, vol. ill. p. 217. Also the Works of' 
&irMlton, vol. vi. p. 281. 

3 See the letter of Hamilton to Rufns King. T~'orr!:, vol. vi. 1). 416. See 
also a si~~iiificant intimation in General IIarner's letter to Hamilton. Works. 

0 

vol. vi. p. '282. Also the :illusion to " the lksibilitv of internal disorders" in 
Hamilton to Otis, II'orks, vol. vi. 13. 380, Ihni l ton  to Daytou, ih. 1). 384. 

Of Sir. Amra's sympathizing opinion there can be no doubt. See his letter 
to Wolrott, Gihbs, vol. ii. p 3-20. " I  would have in preparation the force to 
decide the isaiie in favor ot government." 
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power for the good of tlieir fellow-men. Considering their 
happiness as mainly dependent upon a sense of security from 
domestic convulsions, his first aim would have been to gain 
that end a t  any rate, even should i t  be done a t  some expense of 
their liberties. But, this fundamental point once well settled, 
those liberties might be freely enjoyed up to the very limits of 
that necessity. 

This seems to be somewhat the transcript of the mind of 
Hamilton during the last years of his life, as it can be gathered 
from a close observation of his principles, his language, and his 
action. He had been some time waiting for the occasion that 
might call out the capacities which he felt that he possessed. 

- His great aspiration was for military lead. And it is by no 
means unlikelythat i n t h i s  estimate of his powers he was not 
mistaken. Some of the elements that insure command he cer- 
tainly had. The time had now arrived when the field was 
opening to him abroad as well as a t  home. Hence his earnest 
advocacy of a permanent army as a consequence of the diffi- 
culty that had occurred with France. Hence his still more 
earnest labors to pave the way to the command of that army 
for himself. 

AD army was raised-not such as he had contemplated, but 
enough to begin with. The next point was the command ; ancl 
the nomination to that was vested in the President. Nothing 
but an extraordinary stretch of his favor could bring Air. Hamil- 
ton within reach of it, for, in point of rank ancl former services, 
his claims fell far below those of many prominent officers 
of the Revolution still on the stage. But of the favor of Mr. 
Adams, a t  least to  so great an extent as was now required, 
Mr. Hamilton had his own reasons to feel very ui~certain.~ Not 
oblivious of the secret efforts to set him aside a t  the time of 
his election, and too proud to run the risk of a refusal, he ad- 
dressed himself to the task of attaining his end through an 
intermediate agency. This wasby  appealing to a power, with 
whose wishes, if once expressed, the President would deem it 
too dangerous to  contend. Such a power existed in the per- 
son of General 'Washington, to whom the whole country looked 
as the individual to be called to  the chief command, in case of 

' Hamilton to Piekering, in IIamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 355. 
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exigency. And A i r .  Hamilton too well knew the confidence 
entertained in his abilities by Washington, not to be sure that 
he should himself be relied upon as one of his most nsefnl 
assistants. So  far every thing turned out according to his 
expectation. The President nominated "Washington to be 
Lieutenant-general of the forces. And the latter accepted, 
but not without adding two conditions; one, that he should 
not be called into active service until i t  should be iudispens- 
able; the other, that he should have the right of selecting the 
officers of his staff. In  anticipation of the second condition, 
Mr. Hamilton had already opened the way to  consultations 
with Washington, and had pointed out t,he only post in which 
he would consent to serve. I t  was that of inspector-general, 
with the rank of a major-general. These demands were readily 
assented to on all sides, and the lists of the organization were 
accordingly made out. 

But although things had t,hus far gonc accoriling to expecta- 
tion, the most important point, the designation of the second in 
command, had not yet been settled, or, if to be so regarded, 
i t  had not been settled auspiciously to the hopes O F  Mr. 
Hamilton. In the list of officers of the second rank, presented 
by Washington, nominated by the President, and ratified by 
the Senate, on the same clay, werc three names, Hamilton, 
Kuox, C. C. Pinckney. The question of priority amongtliem 
had not been st,arted, even though Air. Picliering and Air. 
McHenry directly, and Mr. Hamilton indirectly, had invoked 
the interposition of Washington to determine it a t  once. Such 
a decision involved considerations of delicacy towards the other 
two officers, which neither the President nor General Washing- 
ton felt a t  liberty to overlook. According to all received ideas, 
the elevation of Hamilton could not be regarded otherwise than 
as offensive to them. Knox and Pinckney werc both greatly 
his seniors in the revolutionary army. The former had been 
a t  the head of the department of war both before and after the 
adoption of the constitution. The latter was a brigadier- 
general in 1783. If t,he law established in the Revol~~tion were 
to  be regarded as ui~r~pealecl, both would be entitled to the 
precedence as a matter of course. Mr. Adams saw 110 occasion 
to justify his going out of the path to set i t  aside. General 
Washington, for reasons having a particular relation to the 
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as very reluctant to wound the feelings of General Knox. 
In the midst of these doubts, Mr. Pickering and Mr. McHenry, 

11 coni~~nction with other friends of Mr. Hamilton, set in motion 
w h e  most extraordinary influences to bring about the result they 

Â esired. To General Washington, in retirement a t  Mount ~ e i -  
on, they represented that the federalists in congress and iu the 

country demanded the elevation of Hamilton. T o  the Senate, 
a t  Philadelphia, they urged that this was the cherished wish of 
Washington. These movements were successful so far as to 
make the accidental order of the names, as ratified, appear to 
convey an intention to determine the rank; but this was not 
enough of itself to counteract the legal force of the precedents 
settingthe other way. Some direct act of the President would 
be necessary, after all, or the design would fail of accomplish- 
merit. It was a t  last obtained, by operating upon the strong 
prejudices of General 'Washington. In  the casual conversa- 
tions in the cabinet upon the organization of the army, Mr. 
Adams had let drop some intimations of a wish to give a 
share of the commissions to leading military men of the opposi- 
tion. Among the names mentioned by him of suitable persons, 

* were those of Aaron Burr, and Peter Mnhlenberg, of Penn- 
sylvania. Knowing the strong dislike of the first entertained 
by Washington, intimations were soon given to him of the 
tendencies of the President, and of the possibility that he might, 
if he did not anticipate the danger by a firm demand of the list 
of nominations exactly in the order presented by himself, he 
liable to have Burr forced upon him as quartermaster-general, 
or in some other confidential post.' These representations 
wrought upon Washington so far as  to bringforth the desired 
peremptory request, attended with a menace of resignation in 
failure of immediate compliance, an act so little in consonance 
with the general spirit of Washington's life and relations to 
the President, as a t  once to imply the existence of some 1111- 

usual influence to produce it. The contrivers of this measure 
were not mistaken in their calculations of its success. Mr. 

1 This is plainly hinted a t  in a note from Pickeringto Wolcott, Gibbs, vol. ii. 
p. 71. Sir. Adams has himself explained it more fully in his letters to James 
Lluytl, in the lUth volume of this work. 

VOL. I. 45 H 2 
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Adams gave way. He  referred the decision to the pleasure of 
General Washington, who promoted Hamilton. General K1 x 
s e d  to accept 1 co~~miss ion  in c o s e q u e c e  G e n i  1 
Pincliney, 011 tlie contrary, acquiesced. 

Every thing seemed a t  last to settle down according to  the 
wishes of the cabinet. The first actual conflict between them 
and their nominal chief had ended in their triumph. They 
began to think their power established. Washington's place, 

c 
they foresaw, would be bnt a pageant; and that the virtual 
command of tlie new army, carrying with i t  the direction, in 
conjunction with them, of the future policy of the nation, 
would henceforth centre in the hands of their real leader, Alex- 
ander Hamilton. It was, indeed, a great victory; but it was 
of that class "which is the forerunner of greater defeats. Mr. 
Adams opened his eyes to the nature of the situation to which 

I 
it was about to reduce him. He keenly felt the circumstances .a 
of duresse under which this result had been brought upon him, 
and he foresaw, in the motives that prompted the act, that i t  
was only a prelude to worse things. From this time may be 
dated the beginning of his distrust of his ministers and of his 
determination to resist their control. 

Whilst these things were passing in the interior of the cabinet, 
Mr. Adams, with the earnest eloquence of his nature, was re- 

r 
sponcling to innumerable addresses poured in upon him fro111 all 
quarters of the land, and, in his turn, animating his country- 
men to stand by their rulers in the trial to which the follies 
of a foreign government were subjecting them. The effect 
of the grand burst of enthusiasm that had been elicited, lost [ 
none of its imposing character in the distance a t  which it 
was seen from the other side of the ocean. The Directory 
perceived that a mistake had been made, which had liad the 

1 
effect of exposing them to ridicule in Europe, :ind of annihilat- 
ing their influence in America. They a t  once disavowed the 
agents who had appeared so industrious to effect their designs 
upon the pockets of the nation, by working on the fears of 
the commissioners, and quietly set in motion 'new mcBans of 
recovering lost ground. The evidences of this change in their 
policy reached the President long after he had retired for the 

. summer to his farm a t  Quincy. The graclual effect which the 
reception of them, from time to time, produced upon his inhid, 

r 
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it is of the utmoqt importance to a clear knowledge of the sub- 
sequent events, to trace with some minuteness. 

I t  was one of the most gloonly seasons in Air. Adams's life. 
His house was not, as lie had generally known it, a refuge from 
harassing cares, a resource against public anxieties, a fountain 
a t  once of vivacity and of affectionate sympathy, a treasury 
of judicious and faithful counsels. Sirs. Adams lay stretched 
on the bed of illness, for a long time flickering between life and 
death; and even when issuing from the trial, but slowly dis- 
polling the uneasiness her frail condition could not but awaken. 
I n  the midst of his domestic sadness came np  the serious con- 
sicleration of his public situation. For the first time, in connec- 
tion with the movements of Mr. Hamilton and his friends, lie 
now understood the dangers which impended over him. Al- 
though not by any means acquainted with the whole truth, he 
saw enough to understand the nature of the expedients resorted 
to for the purpose of controlling his will. He had had more 
than one occasion to feel that his cabinet officers were effective 
instruments to this end, and that he could place little reliance 
upon them for the execution of his own wishes. Yet lie was 
to be exposed to the world and to posterity as  the responsible 
instrnment t o  execute a policy, in framing which no discretion 
was to be allowed him. Already the outline, so far as i t  had 
been developed, alarmed him. It involved demands on the 
public purse which he saw no means of supplying, without risk 
of convulsions, and the establishment of a permanent military 
organization, the necessity for which he could not understand. 
Above all, his instincts warned him, in no dubious tones, that 
the extraordinary management resorted to for the purpose of 
placing Sir. Hamilton a t  the head of this great power, was 
designed certainly to give to  him, and in certain contingencies, 
perhaps, to the country itself, A MASTER. 

Whilst agitated by these doubts, letters from Francisco de 
l\'[iranda arrived. They were skilfully drawn to have an effect. 
They set forth the project, whichhacl been listened to by Great 
Britain, and solicited the cooperation of the American govern- 
ment in its execution. They held out the idea, not likely to be 
inoperative on the supposed weak points of Mr. Adams, that 
the institutions to be given to the South American States, in 
case of success, were to be formed after the model which he 
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had labored so strenuously in his writings to recommend. And 
they closed by representing the arrangements to be now so far 
perfected, that 11po11 his answer to  the present application would 
the execution depend. Of the deep and intimate connection 
of this scheme with the system of Air. Hamilton, Mr. Adams 
then had no suspicion. He  knew, indeed, that by the same 
channel which conveyed this dispatch, letters had been received 
both by Generals Hamilton and Knox; but he had no idea of 
tlie extent to which they might bc enlisted in carrying i t  out. 
There can now be no doubt that Colonel Pickering, Air. Wol- 
cott, and Sir. McHcnry knew more about i t  than they cared $0 

disclose ; and that the n ~ a i n  features of the plan were familiar 
to  Mr. Hamilton's friends in both houses of congress. W h y  
was i t  that, nnder these circumstances, this important opera- 
tion had no issue ? The answer is to be fonnd in the situation 
of Mr. Adams. No one of the parties engaged was willing to 
take the risk of commnnicating to him the whole truth. Under 
these circumstances, he acted upon the application in the most 
simple and summary way possible. " W e  are friends with 
Spain," said he, in a letter to  the Secretary of State. a If we 
were enemies, would the project be useful to us ? It will no! 
be in character for me to answer tlie letter. Will any notice of 
it, in any manner, be proper ? " The Secretary never ventured 
to answer the questions; and the grand plan thus perished by 
inanition. Indeed, other events were appro:iching which soon 
put all notion of prosecuting i t  with the consent of Air. Adams 
entirely out of the question. 

On the 1st  of October, 1798, Elbridgc Gerry arrived in Bos- 
ton, on his return from the unfortunate mission to France. 
Although by no means satisfied with the course which he 
had thought it proper to  take, in remaining after his colleagues 
left Paris, Sir. Adams had in no degree suffered his confidence 
in the integrity of his old friend to be impaired. He therefore 
welcon~ed him home as cordially as ever, and showed himself 
prepared to listen with a favoringear to any arguments lie 
might have to offer in his justification. It proved the less cliffi- 
cult for Mr. Gerry to relieve himself from censure that lie W:IQ 

able to  cominni~icate to him good reasons for believing th 
his stay had not been without its measure of utility. He nar- 
rated the last movements of Talleyraiid, his earnestness to 
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retain him for the sake of cornmencinga anegotiation, and his 
professions of regret a t  his determination to depart, all furnish- 
ing to him symptoms of a softening on the part of tlie French 
Directory, and of a wish, a t  least in part, to retrace their steps.1 
These communications were received by the President in a 
friendly spirit to the maker, bnt with a very natural distrust of 
the grounds i-ipon which they had been based.2 

Not a week elapsed, however, before intelligence came from a 
new and a wholly different quarter, to make upon him a deeper 
and much more abiding impression. This was received from 
Mr. Murray, the minister of the United States in H01land;~ " .  
It disclosed clearly enough the uneasiness of France a t  the 
clanger of an approximation of her opponents i n  other countries 
towards Great Britain, her most formidable enemy. Here was 
visible a new motive for the sudden change of intentions which 
Mr. Gerry thought he had perceived before his departure, and a 
sufficient reason for waiting to learn more. These dispatches 
of Mr. Murray, though sent through the Department of State, 
were not to be deposited there, as they involved the names 
and characters of persons in Holland, whose safety might be 
seriously implicated by exposure. This is a material fact in 
the narrative, and its bearing will appear presently. The con- 
t,ents of them were, however, well known to Colonel Pickering, 
and perhaps to other members of the cabinet. 

Revolving these various communications in his mind during. 
his retirement a t  Quincy, Mr. Adams could not resist the be- 
lief that a possibility yet existed of averting the calamity of 
war. In this spirit, he addressed a letter, on the 20th of Octo- 
ber: to Colonel Pickering, the Secretary of State. Remincling 
him of the approach of the session of congress, he proceeded to 
lay before him some thoughts which, in his opinion, deserved to 
be maturely considered, and upon which he requested early 
efforts to obtain the advice of the other cabinet officers. They 
were comprised in two propositions, as follows : - 

1 I t  is to be observed that Rufus King, then minister in London, in two 
letters, a week apart, announced to Mr. Hamilton this change in the French 
policy as certain. IVorks of A. Hamilton, vol. vi. pp. 357, 359. 

2 This must have been in the first week of October. 
3 Tills was on the 9th of October. Vol. viii. Appendix (A.) pp.%77-684. 

The dispatches were sent to Philadelphia, as a portion was to be deciphered, 
MII returned on the lSth, in season to produce tlie letter of the 20th. 

4 Works, vol. viii. p. 609. 
45 * 
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The first, whether i t  would be expedient for the President to  
recommend a declaration of war. 

The second, whether any further proposals of negotiation 
could be made with safety, or any new envoy named, prepared to 
embark, in case assurances should be given that he would be 
received. 

The symptoms of hesitation, visible in the second question, 
and still more so in the reasoningof the letter, seem to liave 
burst like a clap of thunder over the heads of the cabinet 
oflieers. No answer to either question, or sign of recopition 
of its existence, was ever returned. The experiment of over- 
ruling the President, which had succeeded so well in the case 
of Air .  Hamilton, was now changed into a fixed policy. Of 
their system, war was an essential part. In his message to 
congress of the 21st of June, Mr. Adams had pledged himself 
'L that he would never send another minister to France, with- 
out assurances that he would be received." To that pledge, 
in its most rigid sense, they resolved to hold him ; and, warned 
by this signal, they set themselves a t  once to prepare sneli a 
form of words for his adoption a t  the openingof the session, 
as should leave him no loophole for retreat. Some of them 
had fixed their minds ou a declaration of war. To act with 
more force, they called together a council of their leading 
friends, including the military generals happening to be assem- 
bled a t  Philadelphia, Washington,l Hamilton, and Pinckney, 
where they matured tlie language of a draft intended for tlie 
use of Mr. Adams in Iiis opening speech, the duty of offering 
which was devolved upon the person then supposed to be per- 
sonally most agreeable to him, Mr. Oliver Wolcott. 

There is no reason to suppose that when Mr. Adams arrived2 
at Philadelphia in the last days of November, 1798, he had the 
smallest suspicion of what was awaiting him, or of the sever- 
ity of the trial to which his firmness was to be put. He had 
seen in the newspapers, on his way, indications of a disposition 

1 There is no evidence yet before the world, that General Washington actually 
took part in the consultation. 

2 111 writing to his wife, on Ills arrival, lie says: " For once I have accom- 
plislied ;i journey from Qiiincy to IIigli Strrat witliont one escorting man or 
horse. Tins was done by invention, as 1 will explain some other time." Yet 
t i is  was the person charged by his opponents with a gruat fondness for forms and 
ceremonies. 



LIVE O F  J O H N  ADAMS. 53.5 

in some quarters to  push for a declaration of war, but he had 
not regarded them as proving any settled purpose. In this 
spirit he met the members of his cabinet. The two questions 
presented in his letter of the 20th of October, of which no notice 
had been taken, were now formally brought forward by him. 
No one ventured to suggest an immediate declaration of war, 
as  the President not only did not propose it, but his opinion was 
clearly seen to be adverse; some of the members were them- 
st-alves not ready for i t ;  so it was tacitly a p e d  to leave all 
notice of the subject ont of the speech. The great struggle 
was upon the other question ; to wit, whether any circumstances 
would justify a renewal of negotiations by the United St,ates. 
Mr. Aclams leaned to the affirmative. He required, however, the 
manifestation of the st~rongest evidence of sincerity on the part 
of France as a preliminary condition. The paragraph which 
he prepared, expressive of his sentiment, yet remains among his 
papers.1 Whether it was offered a t  this cabinet meeting is not 
positively known, though altogether probable. There is evi- 
dence that the Secretary of State, at least, had had it communi- 
cated to him. It explicitly declared the President's disposition 
to send a minister to France or to receive one from there, when- 
ever the assurances required in his former message of the 21st 
of June should be forthcoming. If i t  was submitted a t  this 
meeting, the fact that i t  was not adopted, shows t,hat there was 
no inclination in t,he President to be tenacious about terms. 
On the other hand, the draft which had been prepared in the 
council already mentioned, and presented by Mr. Wolcott for 
his acceptance, proved generally satisfactory to him. He con- 
curred in its recommendations, and consented to adopt it, but 
with the exception of a single passage, to the language of which 
he demurred. That passage stood thus :- 

c c  In demonstrating by our conduct that we do not fear war 
in the necessary protection of our rights and honor, we shall 
give no room to infer that we abandon the desire of peace. 
This has been wisely and perieveriugly cultivated, and as  be- 
tween us and France, harmony may be reestablished a t  her 
option. 

c 4  But the sending another minister to make a new attempt at 

1 T t  is printed in a note to the passage of the speech of which it was intended 
to make a part. Vol. is. p. 131. 
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negotiation would, in my opinion,l be hiv act of humiliation to 
which the United States oz/g11t not to submit tt~~itl~ont extreme 
necessity. No such necessity exists. It  must, therefore, be left 
with France, if she be indeed desirous of accommoclation, to 
take the requisite steps. The United States adhere to the 
maxims by which they have been governed. They will sacredly 
respect t,he rights of embassy. Their magnanimit,y disetirds tlic 
policy of ret,aliating insult in bar of the avenues to peace, and 
if France shall send a minister to negotiate, he will be received 
with honor and treated with candor." 

The purport of this language could not be mistaken. It was 
intended to put an opinion i11 the mouth of tlie President which 
would cut him off from the possibility of initiat,ing a mission, 
no matter what might be the change of disposition in France. 
And i t  proposed to require the government of t11;it country 
t,o originate tlie measure, which t,here was very little prob- 
ability that i t  would do, in  the attitude in which it the11 stood 
t,owards Europe. It was the United Stat,es who were mainly 
suffering by the continuance of the misunderstanding. 'l'lieix 
commerce was the prey of France, who, in return, had no 
:issailable equivalent exposed to repriscil. To  require snch 
a condition, was therefore little short of insisting upon an 
indefinite duration of their own grievances, and a war on a 
mere point of form into the bargain. The President declined 
to commit himself to any such extent. The first open struggle 
of his administration took place. His advisers insisted upon 
the adoption of the passage, some of them with great warmth 
and pertiliacity. This moment was to decide whether Mr. 
Adnins was yet to  stand in history the same man who had 
determined to defend Captain Preston, tlie same man who had 
been avoided in the streets of Philaclclphia for urging inclc- 
pendencc, the same man who in Holland and in France had 
set aside tlie dictation of Count de Verpennes, or a mere cipher 
in t,he most critical period and the most responsible position 
known in the annals of the nat,ion. The course he took may 
be readily conjectured, if this narrative thus far has been any- 
wise successful ill traciiigtthe outlines of his character. l i e  
persevered in requiring a inoclification, small in extent, i t  is 

1 These three material words are not found i u  the draft printed in ]Mr. Gibbs's 
Wurk. 
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true, but significant enough to answer the purpose. His ver- 
sion, as it stands in the speech actually pronounced, reads as 
follows : - 

' But in demonstrating by our conduct that we do not fear 
war in the necessary protection of our rights and honor, we 
shall give no room to infer that we abandon the desire of peace. 
A11 efficient preparation for war can alone insure peace. It is 
peace that we have uniformly and perseveringly cultivated ; and 
harmony between us and France may be restored a t  her option. 
But to send another minister without more determinate assur- 
ances that he would be received, would be an act of humiliation 
to which the United States ought not to submit. It must; 
therefore, be left to France, if she is indeed desirous of accom- 
modation, to take the requisite steps. 

" The United States will steadily observe the maxims by 
which they have hitherto been governed. They will respect the 
sacred rights of embassy. And with a sincere disposition on 
the part of France to desist from hostility, to make reparation 
for the injuries heretofore inflicted on our commerce, and to do 
justice in future, there will be no obstacle to the restoration of a 
friendly intercourse. In  making to you this declaration, I give 
a pledge to France and to the world that the executive authority 
of this country still adheres to the humane and pacific policy 
which has invariably governed its proceedings, in conformity 
with the wishes of the other branches of the government, and 
of the people of the United States. But considering the late 
manifestations of her policy towards foreign nations, I deem it 
a duty deliberately and solemnly to declare my opinion, that, 
whether we negotiate with her or not, vigorous preparations for 
war will be alike indispensable. These alone will give us an 
equal treaty and insure its observance." 

A comparison of the two passages will show the significance 
of Air. Adams's alteration to consist more in what he expunges 
than what he inserts. The clause, exacting from France the 
initiation of a new mission as a preliminary step to peace, 
wholly disappears, and there remains only a requirement of acts 
to prove a pacific disposition, the withdrawal of hostility, and 
the readiness to do justice both for the past and for the future. 
Negotiation was therefore made to depend upon the actual 
return of good faith in France, and not upon any particular 
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mode of showingit. And although preparation for war was still 
strenuously insisted upon, the duration of i t  was made contin- 
rent only upon her persistence in refusing the most equitable 
iropositionei. Unobjt~ctionable as this statement of a national 

position seems to the eye of reason and of Christian charity, it 
was received by the cabinet- officers Â¥wit the most gloomy 
forebodings. Mournfully did they retire from 1he conference, 
under a conviction that their plan had failed, and that their 
official, meant to be likewise their real President, after all. 

The speech was made to congress on the 8th of December, 
1798, in presence 'of Generals Washington, Hamilton, and Pinck- 
ney, then assembled a t  Philadelphia for the work of organizing 
the army, and of all the principal officers of the government. It 
was brief and manly in its terms, reviewing the state of the rela- 
tions with the powers of Europe, and inculcating the necessity 
of energy and union under the embarrassments with which the 
nation had to contend. The only important recommendation 
was one touching the extension of the navy. This, which was 
Mr. Adams's favorite policy, lie proposed to develop to a size 
sufficient to guard the coast, and protect the trade of the coun- 
try, as well as to facilitate the safe transportation of troops and 
stores from any one point of the seaboard to every other. Upon 
this issue, the opposition chose lo take the broadest ground of 
resistance ; so that the navy became one of the chief topics of 
dissension during this administration. And here, Mr: Adams's 
individual opinions were in perfect harmony with all sections 
3f the party he represented. 

But in other points, where no such agreement existed, the 
failure to control the executive in regard to the possible renewal 
of negotiations wit11 France, precipitated mutters to an issue. 
No longer sure of overbearing Mr. Adams, through his cabinet, 
the friends of Mr. Hamilton immediately turned their eyes to 
congress, in the expectation that an appeal to them might avail, 
and that a majority could be persuaded to dictate to him tlieir 
policy as the sentiment of the whole party. A meeting was 
accordingly summoned; and the members, now largely prepon- 
derating in both Houses, very generally attended it. Here the 
expediency of making a declaration of war was urged, and 
warmly -and perseveringly pressed. But although many of the 
most brilliant orators appeared to favor it, their eloquence could 
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not avail to effect the object. A small majority decided the 
point against them. The result was defeat; and a conscions- 
ness on the part of Mr. Hamilton's adherents, that, from this 
time, they must consider themselves as not possessed of the 
ascendant in the party counsels, and that the future course 
was not to  be one exclu'-ively of their suggestii~g.~ 

Of course it followed, according to all recognized notions in 
political associations, that the minority, having been fairly out- 
voted, was bound to do one of two things, either to acquiesce 
or to secede. And if the case was not deemed important 
eiiougl~ to justify the latter step, then it was no more than just 
to  adopt the former cheerfully. Since war was put out of the 
question, it seemed the part of wisdom to unite, so far as 
practicable, in the intermediate policy. To  this, however, the 
friends of Mr. Hamilton manifested but little inclination. On 
the contrary, their failure was rather the signal for laying aside 
further reserve towards him whom they considered as the cause 
of it. In this course the Secretary of State took the lead. Far  
from respecting the confidential nature of his post, lie Lad never 
hesitated, when he pleased, t o  exert his influence secretly to 
counteract the President's wishes. This had been strikiugly 
exemplified in the case of Colonel William Stephens Smith, MY. 
Adarns's sou-in-law, 'whom General Washington had placed 
ill his list of general officers, and whom the Presiclent had 
nominated to  the Senate for an appointment. Taking advau- 
tage of his confidciltial l~nowleclge of the Presiclciit's ir~te~ltion, 
Colonel Piekering hastened to the Senate, privately to rouse, in 
advance; the necessary opposition to defeat it. The same vin- 
dictiveness "was repeated a t  a later period, without, however, 
being then attended with the same success. It now flamed 
forth, in a vehement manner, against Mr. Elbridge G e r r ~ . ~  Not 
satisfied with preparing an official report upon his dispatches, 
so harsh in its character as to call forth the positive iuterposi- 
tion of Mr. Adams requiring a modification of its language, 
he extended his annoyance to the point of disputing the petty 

1 Xot only the fact that a party urged a declaration of war at this time is con- 
ceded, but the propriety of it is maintained and defended, in Sir. Gibbs's Vork, 
vol. ii. pp. 216-217. The issue is, thercfo~e, clearly made up on this point. 

3 3117. Hamilton has left on record his wiirniui; to General Wasliington of the 
necessity of keeping a check ou Colonel Pickering. Works uf A. Hamilton, 
vol. vi. w). 162-163. 



items of his pecnniary accounts. Towards Sir. Adams himself 
he continued only the forms of civility, which did not restrain 
him from disregarding his wishes, neglecting his injunctions, 
and, among his circle of intimates, disparaging botli his acts 
and his conversation. Thus i t  was that, when officially re- 
qnested, on the 15th of January, 1799, to prepare tlie draft of a 
project of a treaty and a consular convention, such as the 
United States might accept, if proposed by France, Colonel 
Pickering seems to have p a s s ~ d  i t  over without notice. Thus it 
was that the reflections in his report, bearing upon Mr. Gerry, 
were not modified without a stubborn resistance. Tlie same 
state of things, though in a fur less degree, prevailed in RIr. 
Adams's relations with the secretaries of thc treasury and of 
wir. His fumi1i:ir talk, never sufficiently guarded, was watched 
only to be reported for tlie purpose of fastening inconsistency 
upon his public action. His wishes were liable to become 
known abroad, and neutralized by anticipation, if never openly 
resisted in words. Mutual confidence could not longsurvive 
such a state of things. Although not fully alive to the extent 
of the combination in his cabinet with a power outside of it, 
such as i t  has been but very lately disclosed, he yet instinctively 
felt that he was no longer among friends. Hence that, if any 
public act should be absolutely demanded on his part, the cxe- 
cution of it would depend only upon the degree in which he 
could make his unaided individual energies overbear all op- 
position. 

I t  has been remarked that the policy of the federalists of 
the Hamilton school was war;  that of a portion of them, 
aggressive war. The motives to i t  were twofold. 1. The 
preponderance which an appeal to tlie patriotic feeling of the 
people was giving to the party. 2. Tlie great military organ- 
ization which it was throwing into their hands. ' With the 
aid of these forces, they trusted to procure modifications in 
the laws, and even in the constitution itself,' so to fortify 
their position in the government as  in time to render i t  inex- 

1 TItis se,rms t11c unavoidable construction to be p i t  upon the langiage of Mr. 
Hamilton, wlirn lie speaks of " surrounding the r~oiistitntion with more ram- 
~nr ts ,"  and of " the erection of arlilitinnal buttressrs to the constitution, a fabric 
wltirb can hardly he stationary, and which will retrograde, if it cannot be made 
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pugnablc by t,he opposition. A r 
whole theory, and a comparison 
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calm examination of this 
of it with the temper of - - 

the American people, can scarcely fail a t  this clay to convince 
any one how visionary, not to say indiscreet, such ideas really 
were. They were never even remotely shared by Mr. Adams. 
He roused the country to war, solely as a measure of defence, 
and to deter France from further persevering in her aggres- 
sions. The first appearance of relaxation on her part, far from 
being hailed by him with misgivings and aversion, was watched 
with interest, though naturally not unmingled with distrust. 
At the opening of the session, nothing had occurred to justify 
in his mind any change of his position taken in June preceding. 
On the other hand, enough had appeared to forbid the pro- 
priety of going one step further, and cutting off even a chance 
of reconciliation. 

In this state things remained during a considerable portion 
of the session of 1798-1799. Mr. Adams, in t,he mean time, 
continued to receive c~ommunications of a very interesting 
nature from Mr. Murray, all of them tending to prove a real 
change in  the French policy. On the 21st of January, the 
terms of the Directory's answer to the Dutch offer of medi a t '  ion 
reached his hands. They declared that the disposition of the 
French to reconciliation had been already unmistakably made 
known a t  Philadelphia, and they imposed upon the government 
of the United States the responsibility of the consequences, if 
it should persist in misconstruing or repylsingit. This paper, 
decisive enough, had i t  emanated from any government of 
unimpaired character, was yet wort,hy of some consideration, if 
viewed simply as a stroke of crafty diplomacy. It threw the 
burden of perpetuating a qnarrel from the French upon the 
American side. Nothing sustained the administration of Ai r .  
Adams so firmly as the popular conviction that the blame lay 
wholly with France, and that no measiues of hostility hacl been 
resorted to until every hope of peace had been exhausted. The 
knowledge that France had made specific offers to modify her 
offensive policy, and that the offers hacl met with no attention, 
would soon be spread abroad by her friends,l and would scarcely 
fail to renew the strength of opposition. These were strong 

1 The notes of 31. Talleyranrl to 31. Pirhon 'wore actually printed in a news- 
paper in Virginia in the summer of l i ' i i y .  
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were not decisive ; for they could not be said to contain sncli 
assurances as would warrant a departure from the memora- 
ble pledge given by the President in his message of the 21st 
of June. 

Ten days later, however, somet,hing came of a much mo Â 
ositive character. A letter from Mr. Murray was received, in 

whieh he narrated the particulars of his interviews with 31. 
Piclion, the French agent a t  the Hague, respecting the nature 
of t,he assurances required hy the terms of that message. Diffi- 
culties of form were interposed. But they had been a t  last 
somewhat skilfnlly surinountecl by the preparation, on the part 
of M. Talleyrand, of a dispatch, addressed to M. Piclion, in 
which, whilst reiterating the professions of a desire to come to 
a good nuderstanding with America, he managed to  introduce 
a promise, in tlie very words that had been nsed by the Pres- F ident,, to wit, that a new envoy, if sent, would be ccreceived 
as the representative of a great,, free, powerful, and independent 
nation." This dispatch, thus prepared, was placed in the hands 
of M. Piclion to be by him delivered to Mr. Murray, and by 
him, in turn, transmitted to the government of the United 
States. v The receipt of this paper filled up the measure of Mr. Adams s 
responsibility to his country. The question, and an immensely 
important one, both to his fellow-citizens and to himself, was 
how it should be met. Should he refuse to do any thing? In 
that, case the burden of all the evil consequences to the country 
wonlcl full upon himself alone. He might have averted them, 
had he only acted. Such an idea would ever recur to poison 
the quiet of his remaininglife, and to spoil the remembrance of 
past sacrifices and services. No! He could not stand still. 
Clearly, sometliiiig was to be clone. 

Then the question followed, what he should do. rn 
Should he call his cabinet into his consultation, and prepare 

them for tlic acloption of a new measure of negotiatioi~ ? . 

If lie did take this, which was obviously, under common cir- 
cumstances, the proper course, there were strong grounds for 
believing that all his effort,s would be defeated, and come to 
nothing. Of Colonel Picliering's views and feelings, even with 
the full knowledge of Mr. Murray's comm~~nications, lie 11 
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every reason to be sure beforehand. Experience had already 
warned him of the fate which the slightest intimation of an 
offer to revive a mission to France was likely to meet.' The 
presentation of i t  in the cabinet would lead to a warm protest, 
and to the necessity of either persevering against an opposition 

of the tactics of delay to become concerted in the Sen- 
ate, or of abandoning the measure altogether. Judging from 
subsequent events, there can be little doubt that in these views 
of probabilities Mr. Adams's foresight was correct. Party pas- 
sions had reached such a height, that if he had pursued any 
ordinary course, it is nearly certain his decision would have 
been overruled, and his influence ever afterwards annihilated. 

No greater trial has ever yet befallen a chief magistrate of 
the United States. None greater ever befell Mr. Adams, and yet 
this narrative, has shown that he had not been without severe 
ones. But his convictions of duty were never more clear. "War 
impended over the country, and a chance was yet left to avert 
it. He was bound not to permit that chance, however slight, to 
escape. He meditated the means in his ow11 secret heart. 
There was but one way. He ought to send to the Senate a 
communication nominating a minist,er to go to France ; and the 
person must be the individual through whom tlie overtures for 
accommodation had been transmitted, William Vans Murray, 
now minister a t  the Hague. On the 18th of February, accord- 
ingly, the members of the Senate, not one of whom had a sus- 
picion of what was coming, were astounded by the reception of 
a message from the President,, covering the dispatch of Talley- 
rand to M. Pichon, as the motive to his decision to nominate 
Mr. Murray. The terms used by him were most carefully 
guarded in every particular, assuming no risk in trusting too 
readily the professions of M. Talleyrancl, and providing that 
no advance should be made beyond the appointment, until 
further assurances, the most unequivocal, should be publicly 
and officially given by France that the minister now nominated 
would be honorably received. 

It would be difficult, were i t  within the proper limits of this 

1 Mr. Jefferson indeed reports one of the secretaries as saying that if tlie 
cabiuet had been consulted, the advice would have been against the nominntion. 
\Irrllinfis of Jefferson, Wasliiiigton's edit. vo!. iv. p. 297. Altlionyh tins is prob- 
able, Air. .Jt4i'ers011's statements respecting his oppouents during this period must 
be taken with caiitiou. 
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\vorlc7 fully to describe tlie mixed ai1~1 opposite emotio~ls ~vitll  
~vl i ic l~ this lxoceedi~ig was reeeivecl by the ~ ~ l e n ~ l > e r s  of the 
Sellate. A large majority of t l ~ c ~ n  weye now fecler~~lists~ the 
greater part, clevotecl friends of Mr. Haini l to~~.  But nrr. Jeffer- 
sol], the chief of the opposition, xvas its presiding officer, and 
tinder him yct rallied the small b:lncl of his frieilcls ~vl io 1i:id 
survived the political to r i~a~lo  of the l~rececling year. All were 
c q ~ ~ a l l y  asto~~ishecl. The letters of 3Ir. Murray to the Presidelit 
liad beell, for the sake of the perso~ls co~nl~romised in IIolIand, 
1cept \vi t l l i~~ the lcnowleclge of very few. And even son1e of 
those few hacl their own reasons for not aiding to give t l ~ e ~ n  
p~iblieity. They Icnew and feared tlie tendency of the Rcs ide~~ t ' s  
inind, ancl liad been e~icleavori~~q to  eot~~itcraet it by efforts to 
corninit 1linl7 so far as they coulcl, before the publie7 to their own 
views. Hence i t  happe~ied that7 in the absence of all acqwtint- 
ance with the true gr01111ds of the nolnil~:ttion, the \vildcst 
conjectlues were let loose. LC Is A'Ir. Adauls mad?  " asked a 
fecleral senator of Colonel Pielceri~ig, the Secretary of State7 
who affected greater ignora~~ce  than 11e really had. 01) the 
one hand, Mr. cTefferson, the Vice-Presiclei~t~ was fnll of suspi- 
cions that the Presicle~it had kept back Tallvyraiicl's letter for 
~nonths, in orcler to let the war lneaslires go 011; and that, 
finding himself compelled to disclose it a t  last, he 11ad clone 
so only to let the Senate reject its1 Whilst the Secrctary of 
Skate7 on tlie other, extiltingly vinclietivt~, inforinecl C+el~eral 
\V:xal~i~~gton, three days after the event, "that the Presi(lc11t 
was stifferillg the torine~its of tlie clainnecl at the coliseqllences 
of his n o ~ r ~ i ~ ~ i t i o ~ ~ . "  

By way of set-off against these opposite sl~ec~il:itio~~s, :111d to 
sliow how Mr. Adams :xctually felt, i t  may be as we11 here to 
introcll~ce two private letters of his, x , i t t ~ i ~ o & s ~ v i &  a t  tlie 
very time tllesc ge~~t lemen were 1~n11ing  tl~vir epistles. Inter- 
mixecl 1vit11 some eoinlne~its lipon matters of 110 public interest, 
are these reinarl~s up011 the ~nemorable act. 

22 February. 

I have no idea that I shall be el~osen President a second 
time; though this is not to bc tallcecl of. T l ~ e  btlsiness of the 
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office is so oppressive that I shall hardly support it two years 
lo~iger. 

ii To-night I must go to the ball; where I suppose I shall get 
a colcl, and have to eat gruel for breakfast for a week afterwards. 
This xvill bc no punishment. 

ii Since my nomination of hTurray I have been advised by 
some to name iny son John and hh. King, with Bh. h1~1rray. 
But. I answer that 'the nomination of either Mr. King or Ah. 
Aclams ~vould probably defeat the ~vllole measure. Rivalries 
havc been irritated to lnadness, and federalists have merited the 
Seclition Law, and Cobhet the Alien Bill. B L I ~  I will not take 
revenge. I do not reinember that I was ever vi~lclictive in my 
life, tl~ougli I have often been very wroth. I am not very angry 
now, nor i n ~ ~ c h  vexed or fretted. The mission came across the 
views of many, and stirred the passions of more. This I 1~11ew 
was ~~l~avoidable. The reasons xvl~ich determined me are too 
long to be written." 

Of l~ i s  anxieties he writes in these words : - 

Yonr sicli~less last summer, fall, and winter has been to me 
the severest trial I ever enclured. Not tliat I am a t  this moment 
~vitllout other trials, enough for one man. I may adopt tlle 
words of a celebrated statesman, w110n-1, however, I s h o ~ ~ l d  not 
wis11 to resemble in many tliings. ~AIICI now, good juclge; says 
he, let me ask you, ~vl~etlier yoti believe that nly situation in 
the ~vorlcl is perfectly as I could ~ ~ ~ i s l ~  it ; i~hetller you imagine. 
that I meet with 110 s l ~ o c l ~  from my superiors, no pei-versenesB 
fiom nly eq~~a l s ,  no impertinei~ce from my inferiors. If you 
fancy me in sucli a state of bliss, ~ O L I  are wide from the marli ! ' " 

The follo~ving t l ~ o ~ ~ g l ~ t s  were called o ~ i t  by private matters, 
but t11ey equally elucidate the state of his inilid. 

' L  25 February. 

Frederick, Franklin, and other soi-clisant philosophers insist 
that n a t ~ ~ r e  co~lt,rives these things, with others, to reconcile men 
to the thought of quitting the xvorid. If my philosopl~y was 
theirs, I sh0~11d believe that nature cared nothing for men, nor 
their follies, nor their miseries, i~or  for l~erself. She is a mighty 

46 * I 2  
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stupicl wretch, according to t h e ~ n ;  a kind of Frenell woman, 
sometimes bea~ltiful and clever, but very often diabolical; a 
kind of Frencli rcp~~blic ,  cunning and terrible, but cruel as the 
grave, and u n j ~ ~ s t  as the tempter ancl tormciltor. 

c L  I bclicvc nothing like this of l l i ~ t ~ c ,  \vhicl~ to nlc is a 
rnaclline ~ v l ~ o s c  author ancl c o i ~ d ~ ~ c t o r  is wise, ki~icl, ancl 111iglity. 
Belicviiig this, I can acqniesce in what is nnpleasaiit, esl~ecting 
that it will w-orlc out a greater degree of g6od. If i t  ivere 110s- 
siblc tliat I s110111d be i~~istakcn) I a t  least shall not be worse off 
than these ~ ~ r o f ~ ~ u n c l  ~~liilosopliers~ 1 shall 11c in the same case 
hereafter, and a little, a great deal b e t t e ~  here.'' 

Ainoiig other inodes of billding the President to a policy 11e 
~ v a s  tliought not to favor, one had been resorted to by the Secre- 
tary of State) xvliicli 11as already been n~entionecl in another 
coi~nectioi~. This was to draw LI~I an official report, embracing 
a snmmary of the negotiatio~~s xi~itll France, into ~vllieli the 
severe strictures upon the conduct of Mr. Cierry? tliat ronsecl 
objcctioi~s on the part of Mr. Acla~ns, were inhod~~ced.  The 
inciclental matter had occ~~piccl so inucll of his attention, and 
the effort to  inodify it had 11eeoine so exclusively an object? 
that he seems to  have s~~fferecl the otl~cr l~ortions of the 
doc~iment to pass almost \vithout notice. Construiiig this as 
ap11roI)ation of every t11i11g tliat he did not censure, Colo~iel 
Picl<crii~g afterw:ircls laborccl to fm tipon hIr. Adains a charge 
of inconsistency between his acti011 at that time aiicl his iioini- 
nation of Mr. Mtirray a inonth later. Feeble as the reasoni~~g . . 
IS, to jubtify so violent a l~remmption, the folloxving letter) 
written a t  the n~ornent, sufficic~~tly clisposcs of it, by sliowing 
three tllings ; first, that he saw no necessity for the paper a t  
all; secondly, tliat his a11prob:~tion of it) xvl~eil prcl~arcd, W:LS 

qnite di~bions even aftcr tlic reql~ircd changes llad heen made 
in i t ;  and, lastly, that even that share ~v11ich he gyve, 11ad bee11 
inoclified by the reception, soon :tftcr\varcls, of cvidcnce en- 
feebling its positions. '1'11~1s llc deals wit11 the stll~jcct, in the 
letter just quoted. Mrs. Ada~ns  had bee11 quite sicli. 

c L  The report was not a t  last as i t  sho~~lcl have been. B L I ~  i t  
is vcry different froin the report made to me. I seratchcd out, a 
little. I tvanted no report, In short, it is one of tllose t11i11gs 
that I may calk of whe i~  I see you. After I sent that report to 
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congress, I rece:ved a letterl which has favored hli. Gerry's 
opii~ion ancl made against the report. 

'' I have instituted a new mission, which is lcept in the dark, 
b ~ ~ t  ~vheii i t  comes to be understood, it will be approved. 0 ! 
how they lanent  Mrs. Adains's absence! She is a good eoun- 
sellor! If she had been herel Murray would never have been 
namecl1 nor his mission inst i t~~ted! 

6 6  This o ~ ~ g h t  to gratify y o ~ ~ r  vanity enough to ewe yo11 ! " 
These letters ill~~strate the cliffieulties under lvhieh fib. Aclams 

labored within his cabinet, in the effort to maintain his own 
views of poliey a i d  cluty. The majority of the Senate was not 
disinclined to arrogate a share of control over him. After two 
days of clelay, the nomination of Mr. n11uray was referred to a 
committee of five persons, all of them federalists. Of this 
cominittee, Mr. Theodore Sedg\vicIi was cl~airman, who had 
already sent off to Ah. Hamiltoil a request for instr~~ctions 
what to do. In the mean time its inembers determined on the 
extraorclinary step of personally visiting the President, to learn 
the reasons? if he had any, for t11c measure, a i d  to obtain altera- 
tions equivalent to an entire abanclonment of it. Such was the 
temper of the i inpet~~ous class. Perpet~~ally indulgii~g the hope 
of overr~~ling the judgment of t11ci1 ehief, they fai~cied that a 
display of senatorial al~thority might be sufficiently imposing to 
prompt a volu~~tary withdra\val of his aet, and save them the 
necessity of voting 11pon it. The chief agent, who records 
this, was lilce\vise the person who but eight years before had 
warn~ly commended, for his (' ~~nconq~~erab le  intrepidity," tlie 
very man upon whom he was about to try this c r~~c ia l  experi- 
ment. 

fib. Adains met this proceeding with far more moderatioil 
than i t  meritedal He very properly protested against i t  as an  
attempt to dictate to a co6rdinate clepartment, b ~ ~ t ,  upon assw- 
anees being given that no official sliape should attach to tlie 
results of the conference, he eonsented to a free conversation 
wit11 the gentlemen. The resilt dicl not, however, eorrcsl~ond 
with their expectations. Mr. Aclains proved quite impractica- 
ble. '' I have, on mature refleetion," said he to tliem, '<made 

1 11r. Sedyvick admits that it was a11 infiactinn of correct prii~ciples," but, 
as t i ~ ~ i a l  with party men, 11e lays the blalne of it 011 necessity. IVorks IIan~il- 
t o ~ t ,  vol. T. 11. 217. 
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up n1y mind, and I will neither withdraw nor modify the nomi- 
nation." Yet perceiving them dislxxed to transfer their objec- 
tions from the n~issiol~ itself to the person named by llim to fill 
it, he did ~~evert l~elcss  make a corresl~onding change in his posi- 
tion. Should the Senate thinlc proper to decide against A h .  
M~lrray, he s~iggestecl the possibility that he might the11 propose 
to join \\-it11 him in a comi11issio11 two other inclivicluals, who 
should be sent from the Unitecl States ~ v l ~ e ~ ~ e v c r  the recpiisite 
assurances sl~o~ilcl be obtained that they wo~ild be favorably 
received. This step MY. Stoddert, his Secretary of the Nttvy, in 
a letter written to Mr. Aclams some years afterwards, cliaracter- 
ized as wise, b ~ ~ t ,  in his opi~lion, as  derogating from his pcrsorlal 
clignity. But i t  is not easy to  ~lnclerstand l~o\v any proposal 
that is truly wise is liliely to be ~ v a ~ l t i n g  in clig~~ity. 111 this 
case, i t  xvotild seem .rather to have been a very just diserimi~~a- 
ti011 behveen firmness and obstinacy, between adl~crence to the 
substance ancl concession in the form. The very fact that his 
~ is i tors  consentecl to  enter into the second q~~cst ion,  raised the 
strongest i~np l i~ t t i on  of their surrender of oppositio~~ to the first. 

In point of fact, the objections to Mr. AIui~ay were such as  
senators might legitimately entertain, and as were not without 
i~itrinsic weight. 'I'lie Presidc~lt's reasons for selecting 11im 
are o b v i o ~ ~ s  eno~igh. He was already in Etirol~e, ~ v l ~ e r e  lie 
had bcen resorted to by the French govcr i l~ne~~t  as the medi~im 
of ope~ling their eomm~~nications n-ith Alnerica. Of conrse 
they W O L I ~ C ~  be precl~~cled from raising objections to f~irtlier 
negotiatio~~s wit11 the person of their vol~intary choice, or, if 
they did, his testi~nony as to what hacl alreacly passed ~ o ~ 1 1 d  
furnish to the world the stro~lgest cvidence of' their bad faith. 
Yet reasonable as  were these gronnds, ~ t n d  ~ ~ ~ i e x c c ~ ~ t i o ~ i a b l e  as 
\\-as Mr. Al~irray hin1self, it ca1111ot bc denied that his position 
in the Unitecl States h;~d not been so proi~iine~lt as to justify 
laying exclusively upon his sho~dders so heavy a respo~~sibility. 
In proposi~ig to join hiin with two othcr men of great weight 
of character, Mr. Acla~ns did exactly ~vllat  the country 1vo111d 
have reql~ired of him, a d  renderecl all further opposition to 
his policy impossible. The committee retired, 11:iving gained 
nothing b ~ i t  the opportunity to reject Mr. A l ~ n a y ,  without tak- 
ing the respo11sibility of defeating the ~nission. A meeting of 
the federal s e~~a to r s  was held a t  the house of Mr. Bingham, 
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a t  which this step was finally resolved upon. But even this 
poor satisfaction was denied to them. For the President, learn- 
ing the result of their consultations in season, and construing i t  
as a decisive expression of opinion, anticipated their formal 
action, by sending a new message early the next' morning, join- 
ing Oliver Ellsworth, chief justice of the supreme court, and 
Piitrick Henry, of Virginia, in the commission with Sir. Murray, 
and attaching the conditions which he had mentioned in his 
conference with the committee. This act was decibive. Tlie 
rvluctant senators had in the mean time received an answer 
from Air. Hamilton, warning them that a rejection of the nuBas- 
nrc was utterly out of the question, and proposing no ameiicl- 
merit beyond an enlargement of the commission, such as was 
now voluntarily offered. Every objection was thus removed, 
and n o t l i i n ~ v a s  left to the remonstrants but to ratify with the 
best grace they could.' Yet, singularly enough, as if the judg- 
ment of Sir. Adams was ever to stand approved before posterity, 
the only one of the three nominations which appears on the 
record as unanimously confirmed, is exactly that which had 
been objected to, that of William Vans Murray. 

Such is the history of this, the most noted event of Mr. 
Adams's administration. The news of i t  spread rapidly over 
the nation. People received i t  with various and opposite feel- 
ings. Some rejoiced, not because they hoped the country might 
be benefited, but rather that the opposition would be helped. 
Some mourned, not because the country would, in their opinion, 
suffer from it, so much as  for fear lest the federalists should be 
shaken by the appearance of dissension. Air. Jefferson exulted 
in the idea that the nomination silenced all arguments against 
the sincerity of France, and rendered desperate every further 
effort towards war," neither of which propositions would have 
been true, had France persevered, instead of changing her policy. 
Mr. Hamilton and his friends, on the other hand, inveighrd 
against the act as a fatal a n d  dishonest desertion of a settled 
policy, which required war a t  least until the time when the 
French should publicly sue for peace. Neither was this true, 
the moment after France ceased to show a disposition to pro- 
voke a war. Between these hypotheses lay the narrow path 

1 Sedgwick to Hamilton. Works of A. Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 400. 
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which Mr. Adams had marked out for himself. Ready for war, 
if France continued faithless, he was not less ready for peace 
the moment she showed signs of returning reason. 

Great, indeed, was the responsibility of the course lie took, 
and heavily would his name have been burdened ill after ages, 
bad the event failed to correspond to his expectations. As i t  . 
actually turned out, there can be no question that the country 
was rescued from a false step, the consequences of which, in the 
view of the long wars that afflicted the Christian world, the 
imagination is baffled in attempting to define. In determining 
Ids course, Mr. Adams could confidently count upon no sup- 
port, unless it was from that inert conscience of the quiet and 
moderate classes, which never approves but with reserve, or 
commends without qualification; a conscience, the voice of 
which, most loud when there is the least necessity for its exer- 
cise, is too apt to be frightened into silence in the noise and 
bustle of factions, when i t  might do the most good. But even 
that voice could not now be immediately commanded, since the 
materials for judgment were not yet before tlic people. As they 
gradually made their way, the effects became visible. The 
moderate federalism of the Middle and Southern States first 
came up to his support. The only two members of his cabinet 
who represented it, now ranged themselves decidedly with the 
President, and in opposition to their colleagues. Patrick Henry 
applauded the act, although obliged for personal reasons to 
decline his place in the new embassy. It  was equally sustained 
by the person substituted, Governor Davie, of North Carolina. 
John Marshall, the leading mind of the rejected mission, as 
well as the pillar of his party in Virginia, signified his decided 
approbation. Jay was startled into doubts by the vehemence 
of the condemnations passed by his friends, whilst Knox, and 
Lincoln, and Dexter, and many others, less known but equally 
decided representatives of federal opinions, rallied in his de- 
fence. The consequence was, that in a short time all direct 
attacks upon Mr. Adams for originatinga negotiation became 
futile. The efforts to defeat i t  were not, however, pretermitted. 
They now took the indirect sliape of procrastination, in the 
hope, by that means, of bringing it ultimately to nothing. And 
so well were they concerted, tliat a will less determined than 
that of Mr. Adams would scarcely have availed to prevent their 
SUCCCSS. 
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And here it must be conceded that a great error was com- 
mitted by the President. Weary with the conflicts of the ses- 
sion. and anxious to return to the only spot in  which he really 
took delight, his home and his farm, he waited a t  Philadelphia 
just long enough to mature with his cabinet the points fixed 
as ultimata, in case the negotiations with France should be 
renewed, and to prepare the papers required to meet a popular 
outbreak against the direct tax, in one or two counties of Penn- 
sylvania, before he took his departure for the summer. Geii- 
era1 Washington had been in the habit of doing the same 
thing, it is t rue;  but Mr. Adams would have clone well to 
remember that Ins authority, when absent, was not a t  all to be 
compared with his predecessor's, and that, great as i t  was, even 
that had not always been respected by some of the cabinet. 
And if this had happened with Washington, when there was 
no want of general unison in his counsels, how much more 
likely "was i t  to occur now that marked lines of difference were 
drawn. In truth, this wonld have been the time to come a t  
once to an understandii ipi th his counsellors, as  to the foot- 
ing upon which they were to stand with him for the future. 
He  had a right to demand from them, what a later incumbent 
in the same office, General Jackson, did from his cabinet, with 

a ion energy and success, that is, either a hearty general cooper t" 
in one policy, or an opportunity to replace them with persons 
who woulcl promise it. Had he known the true state of things, 
there is no reason to doubt that he would have now clone what 
he did after he partially cliscoverecl it. But as yet he retained 
some confidence in the good faith of his ministers. He  knew 
their sentiments, and understood the nature of their connec- 
tions, but he saw nothiiig in all this to  prevent them from 
joining, with good-will, in  executing his wishes. Too much 
trust in the honesty of others was the* source of the mistakes 
which did the most to injure his reputation in his lifetime. It 
gave repeated opportunities for acts of treachery on the part 
of correspondents, to whom, in the confidence of friendship, 
he had written unguarded letters; and it a t  this time presented 
to his confidential officers an irresistible temptation to wield, 
without stint, the power in their hands, for the express purpose 
of controlling his plans and defeating his po1icy.l 

1 Gibbs, vol. ii. pp. 213-214. 
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It will be recollected that  notwithstanding Talleyrand's as- 
surances given in the letter to M. Piehon, the messages to the 
Senate, nominating the ministers, contained a further provision, 
guarding against a repetition of the treatment experienced by 
the former commission. They were not to go to France until 
direct pledges, from the French minister of foreign relations, 
that they would be received and tre-ated with in character, 
should have been received. Of course, this interposed mouths 
of delay. On the 6th of March, the Secretary of State was 
instructed to inform Mr. Murray that a literal execution of this 
condition must be insisted upon; that no indirect or unofficial 
communication of any kind would bc permitted, and no varia- 
tion of the designated policy listened to, with a single excep- 
tion, in case the Directory should themselves prefer to send out 
a minister to Philadelphia. Air. Mnrray did not receive his 
instructions nntil May. On the 5th of that month, he addressed 
to  M. Talleyrand a uotc givingthe substance of them. Talley- 
mnd replied on the 12th, by explicitly repeating the assurances 
which had been required, and somewhat querulously complain- 
i n p f  the delays, which, as  nobody knew better than lie, the 
bad spirit betrayed in previous transactions had been the only 
reason for interposing. Air. Murray a t  once forwarded this 
paper; but owing to the slow transmission across the water 
customary in those days, his dispatches did not arrive in Amer- 
ica until the 30th of July. 

The next day, the Secretary of State sent M. Talleyrand's 
note to the President a t  Quiney, with a comment, which over- 
looked the substantial concession it contained, to dwell on the 
language that might be construed as offensive. The President, 
on the other hand, saw in i t  only a change of policy, no matter 
what the motive that prompted it, and disregarded every thing 
else. His reply to Air. Piekering contains these words, which 
comprehensively define his whole hue of policy: - 

" Still they (the French) sliall find, as long as I am in office, 
candor, integrity, and, as  far as there can be any confidence or 
safety, a pacific and friendly disposition. If the spirit of exter- 
n~inatiug vengeance ever arises, it slid1 be conjured up by them, 
not me. In this spirit I shall pursue the negotiation, and I 
expect the coiiperation of the heads of departments. 

Our operations and preparations by sea and land are not to 
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be relaxed in the smallest degree. On the contrary, I wish them 
to be animated with fresh energy. St. Domingo and the Isle 
of France, and all other parts of the French dominions are to be 
treated in the same manner as  if no negotiation was going on. 
These preliminaries recollected, I pray you to lose no time in 
conveying to Governor D u i e  his commission, and to the chief 
justice and his excellency," (Elkworth,) (( copies of these letters 
from Mr. Murray and Talleyrand, with a request that, laying 
aside all other employments, they make immediate preparations 
for embarking. . . . . . Although I have little confidence in the 
issue of this business, I wish to delay nothing, to omit nothing. 

( The principal points, inclepd all the points, ~f the negotiation 
were so minutely considered and approved by me and all the 
heads of department, before I left Philadelphia, that nothing 
remains but to put them into form and dress. This service I 
pray yon to perform as promptly as  possible. Lay yonr draft 
before the heads of department, receive their corrections, if they 
shall judge any to be necessary, and send them to me as soon 
as possible." 

The three points, alluded to as agreed upon before the Pres- 
ident left Philadelphia, were extremely simple. 1. Indemnity 
for spoliations committed upon American commerce. 2. The 
exclusion, as a question of negotiation, of all doubt of the 
wrongfulness of the seizures of American vessels for want of 
the paper called a role S'Pqtiipag-e; and, 3. The refusal to renew 
the treaty guarautee of the French West Indies. "With these 
landmarks, settled upon as ultimata the 11th of March, it would 
seem as if, in anticipation of the opening of negotiations, the 
leisure before the return of letters from Europe, could have 
been advantageously used to bring the necessary instructions 
to a state requiring 110 farther delay. Colonel Piekering seems, 
however, to have given them little attention, until compelled 
to do so ; and i t  was six weeks from the receipt of the answer 
from France, before they had reached a state to be submitted 
to the approval of the President. A few days of this delay 
had been caused by the necessity of removing the public offices 
to Trenton, on account of the ravages of the yellow fever in 
Philadelphia. But .a much stronger reason existed for it, a 
hint of which now, for the first time, reached the President, in 
a letter from Mr. Stoddert, the Secretary of the Navy. That 

VOL. 1. 4 7 
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gentleman intimated, in  cautions but  significant terms, that Mr. 
Adams's presence was absolutely necessary a t  Trenton. Simul- 
taneously with the draft of instructions, a letter arrived, signed 
by Colonel Pickering, but understood to be concurred in by the 
other heads of department, suggesting the propriety of suspend- 
ing the mission, a t  least for some time. Next came a letter 
from Chief Justice Ellsworth, assigning unusual demands upon 
his time in his official circuit, as  a reason for asking early 
notice, in case the President should determine to postpone the 
mission. The coincidence was remarkable, to say the least of 
it. But  i t  seems a t  that time to  have roused in Mr. Adams no 
suspicion of the truth. It decided him, however, to take the 
advice of Air. Stoddert, to go to Trenton; and to pay a visit 
t o  Judge Ellsworth, a t  his residence in Middletown, on the way. 

The repugnance which the  friends of Mr. Hamilton enter- 
tained to this mission had not been diminished by tin1e.l They 
felt that its success would be disastrous to the war policy, the 
plan of the army, and of coijperation with Britain, and fatal to 
the hardly won elevation of their cliief. Hence the want of 
alacrity manifested in accelerating it, the anxious watch for 
something which might embarrass it, and the eagerness to seize 
the opportunity when it was thought a t  last to have happened. 
This occurred about the 26th of_Augugt,^ when the public 
officers removed to Trenton, a t  which time the Secretary of 
State received a private letter from Mr. Murray, -- announcing 
a new revolution in the Directory, wit11 strongsymptoms of 
the restoration of the Jaeobii>s to power, and the resignation 
of most of the ministers, inelnding Talleyrand himself. This 
letter was immediately submitted to the other lieads of depart- 
ment, and a consultation held, upon the propriety of making 
i t  a basis for transmitting to the President, contemporaneously -- - 
with the form of instructions to the commissioners then nearly 
ready, a joint remonstrance against the prosecution of the mis- ---- a-- - . 

1 .J. McIIenry to G. Washin$on, in Gibbs, vol. ii. p. 281. T. Picliering to G. 
\Vashington, ib. p. 280. S. lfis,ginson to 0. Wolcott, ih. p. 245. G. Cabot to 
0. Wolcott, ib. p. -284. F. Ames to T. Pickering. Works of A m e s ,  vol. i. p. 257. 

" JVe expected tliat the mission would first be delayed, am1 then be relin- 
quislieil, and our foriner position, as far as possible, be resnmeil." J .  Morse to 
0. \Volrott, in Gibhs, vol. ii. p. 287. Dr. SIorse's testimony is to the point only 
as it reflects the ideas current i n  his circle. 

2 Secretary of State to J. Adams. Vol. ix. p. 23. 
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sion. It was so determined; and Colonel Pickering, with his 
-customary activity, when his heart was in the work, in  for- 
warding another copy of the instructions to Chief Justice Ells- 
worth, apprised him likewise of the conclusion to which the 
cabinet had come, hinting, as there is reason to  believe, a t  the 
expediency of his reinforcing this application to Mr. Adams, by 
sending another from himself, as  if from an independent source.1 
This produced the letter of the chief justice which has already 
been mentioned. Altogether the combination "was formidable 
enough. I t  had inembers and well-wishers fidr and wide among 
the class peculiarly enlisted in the views of Mr. Hamilton, all 
of whom seem to  have waited, with their expectations raised to 
the highest pitch, the issue of one more attempt to  overrule 1 
the impracticable President. 

The manner in which Mr. Adams met this assault seems to 
have entirely deceived its projectors. Apparently unconscious 
of what was going on, he looked a t  the papers submitted to 
him, with a single eye to the merits of the question offered 
to his consideration, and expressccl the simple and natural con- 
clusion to which' they led. In  a suspension of the mission 
for a few weeks, if events in Europe should seem to demand it, 
he signified no ~~n~villingness to acquiesce. This is the sub- 
stance of his replies to both the secretaries, Mcssrs. Picliering 
and Stocldert, and to Judge Ellsworth, each of whom had writ- - 
ten to him. H e  even went so far as to designate the latter part 
of October as the limit of the delay,2 promising in the incan- 
while to be himself a t  Trenton by the loth, then and there to  - - -  
judge what i t  was best, from a view of all the circumstances, to  
decide. His own opinion, in favor of the prosecution of the 
mission a t  the end of the period designated, from a fair com- 
parison of all these papers, can scarcely be mistaken. Yet the 
hopes which they excited in the persons to whom they were 
addressed went very much farther. Judge Ellsworth construed 
his letter as suspendiug the voyage. And the secretaries au- 
gured from theirs an .increased 'probability of victory, through 
the means which a closer approximation with Mr. Adams 

1 GiMs, ~ o l .  ii. pp. 265-267. 
To Mr. Pickering he says, l1 the middle of October." See vol. ix. p. 30. 

And again, "between the 20th and 30th; p. 33. To Judge Ellsworth "even t o  
the 1st November," p. 35. 
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would furnish. In  order the better to  concert their measures, 
Judge Ellsworth was requested to come from Hartford, whilst 
General Hamilton himself remained a t  Newark, within call. 
Colonel Pickering, in the mean time, had so entirely dropped 

itall reserve, in his mode of speaking of the President, as to create 
iii the minds of a t  least two of the cabinet a conviction that he 
ought a t  once to be removed.1 

TlGs was the end of the fourth and last, as i t  was the greatest 
trial in the public life of Mr. Adams. And looking back upon 
the details of it, as given by all the various parties concerned, 
the wonder is, that he went through with it in the manner 
which they describe. With his quick and inflammable tem- 
perament it would have occasioned no surprise, had he, a t  the 
expense of violent and longcontinued altercations with the 
resolute men arouucl him, perhaps with some loss of personal 
dignity, painfully succeeded in maintaining his authority. That 
such a contest had been expected and provided for, there is 
every reason to believe. Possibly i t  might have been arranged 
to  make a combined or separate protest against his persever- 
ance, which should drive him to the necessity either of remov- 
ing his counsellors a t  once, or of going on in the face of their 
declared di~approbation.~ 'Whatever may have been these cal- 
ailations, they were destined to be signally disappointed. For 
he sustained himself without the shadow of a conflict. Mr. 
Adams paid a brief visit to Chief Justice Ellsworth, a t  Windsor, 
011 the 3d of October, in which he appearsto have expressed the 
same sentiments to be found in his letters. Judge Ellsworth 
construed them as he wished; yet some doubts mnst have 
sprung np, which drove him to accept Mr. Pickering's invita- 
tion to Trenton. The President arrived a t  that place on the 
loth, quite ~inxvell wit11 a-old take11 on the jotirney. He  
met the members of the cabinet with ~ordial i ty .~ Yet one of 
the nninber perceived a difference in his treatment of them, 
especially of the New England members. Mr. Hamilton was 
soon on the spot too. All awaited the moment for a trial of 
strength. 

1 >It-Henry to Washington. Gilds. vol. ii. p. 282. 
8 This may be inferred from 'Mr. Wolcott's language in his letter to Sir. Ham- 

iltnn respecting this affair. GMs, vol. ii. 1). 278. - 3 McHenry to Washington, ib. p. 282. 
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At last it seemed really to have arrived, and under circum- 
stances singularly favorable to the success of the combination. 
For the news had just arrived of the only successes of the British 
expedition under the Duke of York, in Holland, and of the vieto- 
rious progress of the Russians under Suwarrow in Switzerland. 
Grant a delay but of a few days, and the next ships might an- 
nounce Louis the Eighteenth established on the throne of the 
Bourbons. Such was the cry. The excitement was a t  its height, 
and the eagerness to gain-ajgstponcment could scarcely be kept 
within control. Mr. Adams watched the tone of the conversa- 
tions, and wrote privately to his wife an expression of his amaze- 
ment a t  the scene. The vehemence he found in others had the 
effect of making him perfectly calm. He had no faith in the 
predictions, and he penetrated the motives of those who were 
making use of them. He saw i t  was not a delay merely, but a 
defeat of the mission, that was anticipated. He foresaw the 
possibility of a general peace which might insulate America, 
and in this he proved correct. Whether he had any warning 
of what his ministers had in store for him, or whether his own 
sagacity sufficed to comprehend it, is not disclosed. At all 
events, he was calm and perfectly prepared when, on tlic cven- 
ing of the 15th of October, he summoned the cabinet to a 

a 

meeting. They came, filled with expectation. He began the -- 
conference by laying before them the draft of instructions to the 
commissioners, prepared by the Secretary of State, and sent for 
his approbation to Quincy, but not yet adopted, on some points 
of which he still desired their advice. It was accordingly dis- 
cussed, amended, and finally met their unanimous approval. 
But this process consumed much time. It had got to be eleven 
o'clock, too late to begin upon a new discussion. The Pres- 
ident started no further propositions, and the members felt that 
it was no more than proper to disperse. They did so without 
reluctance, considering the struggle as only put off, perhaps 
until morning. Great, indeed, must their amazement have 
been, when, instead of a new suhmons, two of them received, 
before breakfast, a laconic direction from the President, in writ- 
ing, that the papers agreed upon for the use of the commis- 
sioners should be forthwith made out, and that the frigate 
United States should be put in  readiness to receive them, and 
set sail for France on or before the lst, of the coming month. -- -- 

47 ' 
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At this remote period, the tone used by the cabinet officers 
in complaining of the issue of this contest, appears not a little 
extravagant. They treat the President as if he had wilfully set 
a trap for them; as if lie had deceived and cheated them 
out of all chance of opposing his wishes ; as if they were the 
aggrieved persons, because lie had not consented to run into 
the snare which they had set to entangle him. They now 
imputed to him a sudden fit of caprice, just as they had done in 
November, when he refused to adopt their draft of a speech, and 
just as they had done in February, when Mr. Murray'was first 
nomiuated. And they labored to make out of their studied 
efforts to  fasten upon him some previous marks of acquiescence 
in their own opinions, the evidence to establish the charge. A 
calm survey of his coursc confutes all this. Indeed, the admis- 
sions which here and there occur in their own letters, of their 
fears of his disposition towards their policy, sufficiently prove 
their distrust of all these attributions. Else what need of the 
elaborate combinations made to overrule his will, beginning in 
November of the preceding year, and steadily kept up until 
now? Did these not sufficiently show the sense entertained of 
the strength and energy of char:icter which it was indispensable 
to overcome? Yet, the favorite charge against Mr. Adams, 
with which they succeeded in making some impression agaiust 
him in the public mind, was wavering and inconsistency! This 
seems like assuming that wavering and inconsistency, in the 
face of a combi~ation so powerful as this was, could effect about 
as much in executing a consistent policy as the most persevering 
firmness. Up to this time, whatever eLe had been said of 
Mr. Adams, not one of these persons, or any others, had ever 
disputed his decision and his energy. These were the charac- 
teristics which had been the most fully developed in the course 
of his career, and made the basis of his reputation as a public 
man. Surely, a t  this late stage, there is no likelihood that he 
would begin to develop symptoms of a wholly different and 
opposite character. Those symptoms might, indeed, have been 
perceptible, had he acted in any other manner than he did; had 
he given way upon any essential point, or prayed for any inter- 
mediate concession from his opponents. They are not deducible 
from any fair construction of the whole tenor of his language 
and action during these mouths of trial. His purpose was plain 
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a t  the outset, and the measures which he took to execute i t  
were simple, easily to be understood, and surely calculated to  
reach their end. No doubt or delay was interposed by himself, 
although his hopes of success seem never to have been very 
sanguine. From first to last, the ruling motive was to rescue, 
with credit to the country, the imperilled principle of neutrality 
in the wars of Europe, to which he had all his life been de- 
voted. Neither is i t  to be questioned that he viewed with alarm 
the permanent military organization, which others, under his 
official sanction, were seeking to fasten on the country. He  
was still essentially the same man that he was when he dis- 
trusted in the Revolution the dictatorial powers conferred even 
on Washington. Hence when the moment came, in which 
there was ground for supposing peace might be restored, lie 
did not suffer it to pass away unused. The result was t,hat 
peace was actually made. The clouds rolled away from the 
political sky. And however severe the trials through which he 
passed to attain it, however deeply his name was loaded with 
obloquy by both the cont,encling part'ies, he might justly have 
said of this action, as  lie did to his wife in the memorable case 
of Independence: I can see that the end is more than worth 
all the means. And that posterity will triumph, even though 
we should rue." 

On the& of November, the commissioners sailed for their 
destiii a t' ion. 

Satisfied with the accomplisliment of hisobject, the President 
retained no appearance of ill-will to his recalcitrating counsel- 
lors. Only two days after his decision on the embassy, he drew 
up  his customary call upon the heads of department, for their 
views of the topics proper to be presented to the consideration 
of congress in his opening speech. This call was as freely 
answered as in former cases; and Mr. Adams used the mate- 
rials thus supplied him as he had always done. One litt,le varia- 
tion, however, may deserve to be noted. The drafts presented by 
the Secretaries of State and of the Treasury, were not adopted 
to the same extent as heretofore, and greater recourse was had 
to that furnished by the Secretary of the Navy. As a whole, the 
speech is far more the emanation of his own mind than either 
of its predecessors. The main question which had agitated all 
parties, the mission to France, was dispatched in a few words, 
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so ordered that all might assent to them. ~ l l u s i o n  was par- 
ticularly made to the differences which had occurred among the 
commissioners appointed 11nder two articles of the treaty with 
Great Britain, ancl which had put a stop to the proceedings. 
A revision of the judicial system was recommended; and, in 
conclusion, an earnest exhortation was given to a perseverance 
in defensive measures pending the negotiations. The speech 
is  quite short, but in dignity and simplicity i t  holds its rank 
with all the other public papers of this administration. It was 
coldly responded to by the Senate, in which Mr. Hamilton's 
friends preponderated ; and warmly by the House of Represent- 
atives under the guidance of John Marshall, who this year 120111- 

menced that career a t  home which shed its lustre on some of 
t,he highest posts in the government during a prolonged life. 
He was the exponent of the moderate section of federalists, 
representing the Southern and Middle States, whom the earlier 
events in this administration had returned to congress in un- 
usual numbers, and who now gave a tone to the proceedings 
by no means satisfactory to tlie more extreme division. For 
the most part they approved of the policy of Mr. Adams, ancl 
favored a retreat from the violent measures of the last year. 
As a consequence, all efforts to develop the policy of a large 
army were abandoned; loans or taxes were authorized to as 
small an extent as possible, and a consicleral~le number showed 
symptoms of a desire even to repeal the Sedition Law. 

Indeed, i t  must be now conceded that the greatest and most 
fatal error of the federal party is to be found in the enactment 
of this law. The other measure, touching the relations of 
aliens, especially in time of war, which was made equally the 
burden of complaint by tlie opposition, although i t  vested extra- 
ordinary powers in the hands of the President, does not, on 
the whole, seem indefensible, under the general right of self- 
protection which inheres in every form of social organization, 
and which no process of reasoning will succeed in practically 
doing away. But i t  cannot be denied that the attempt to 
punish individuals for mere expressions of opinion of public 
measures and public men, to subject them perhaps to fine and 
imprisonment, and certainly to heavy and burdensome charges 
in their defence, for exercising a latitude of speech, however 
extreme, in the heat and excitement attending the political con- 
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flicts of a free country, verged too closely upon an abridgment 
of the liberty of speech and of the press to be quite rcconcil- 
able to the theory of free institutions. It furnished a very 
strong ground of concentration to the opponents of the admin- 
istration, of which they eagerly availed themselves under the 
guidance of Mr. Jefferson, moderated and softened by the more 
balanced judgment of Mr. Madison. Hence sprung up the 
celebrated resolutions of Virginia and Kentucky, which furnish 
internal evidence of the sources from which they respectively 
emanated. These resolutions have been made, more or less, 
the basis of theories and movements in the United States ever 
since; but nevertheless, if they are ever pushed to their prac- 
ticid consequences, it is certain that they must make a national 
pvermnent  impossible. Thus it is and ever has been in the 
conflicts of men, that collision itself produces extremes of 
opinion, which invariably show themselves in the sin~ultaneous 
development of opposite errors. And the changes which time 
brings about between parties, reverses the doctrines less. than i t  
does the persons who proclaim them. No government can 
aff'ord to relax the powers which i t  is called to wield, to the 
extent that its enemies will be likely to demand. If the feder- 
alists encroached upon freedom, their opponents equally bor- 
clered upon license; if the former tended to make rigid the 
muscles of tlie law, tlie latter strove to unstring the nerves 
of liberty. Government prospers only as it stands equidistant 
from these extremes, alike insensible to menace and incapable 
of wrong. 

The origin of these laws, which liave become a word of fear 
to the popular ear in the United States, i t  is not material here 
to investigate, excepting so far as  Mr. Adams can be sup- 
posed to have been concerned. That  lie had no hand in sug- 
gesting them, is very certain. That he declined to inacrt in his 
speeches recommendations, offered by his officers, to restrict the 
rights of aliens and of naturalization, is likewise certain. Yet 
when they had been once passed upon by tlie two houses 
of congress, he had no such constitutional doubts as would 
justify his declining to affix his official signature to them, nor 
any scruples about putting them in execution, in an emergency. 
On the other hand, lie had no confidence in tlieir value as 
effective measures, and very little inclination to attempt experi- 

J 2 
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ments. It was this well understood state of his mind that 
caused great dissatisfaction among those federalists who had 
favored their adoption. The traces are frequently visible in 
such of their letters as have come to light.1 There was in 
this respect a radical difference of opinion between these per- 
sons and Mr. Adams, which shows itself incidentally in other 
acts of his adinii.iistration. His disposition was naturally affec- 
tionate and his feelings tender, so that when not stirred by any 
unusual and positive emotion, there was a constant tendency to 
be lenient in deciding upon conduct. This may best be illus- 
trated in the various sentences by courts-martial which came up 
for his approval ; in almost all of which h e  is found averse to 
the confirmation of harsh judgrneiit~.~ It  is perceptible in the 
sluggisl~ness with which lie moved under the instigations of his 
cabinet to execute the laws now in question. And it becomes 
striking in the proceedings :~ttunding the condemnations for 
treason, a more particular account of which will presently be 
given. From all these circumstances, joined to the fact of an 
almost total absence of allusion to them in his private corre- 
spondence, i t  is fair to infer that Mr. Adams's participation in 
the Alien and Sedition Laws was confined to his official act 
of signature. So  far as this goes, he is responsible for them, 
but no further. Yet his name has been associated with them 
ever since, as much as if he had been the sole contriver of the 
arbitrary policy which they have been supposed to symbolize. 
In this respect more unfortunate than his predecessor, General 
"Washington, who is ever associated with all the most brilliant 
aspirations for human freedom, and yet of whom nothing is 
more certain than that he actually approved and defended these 
obnoxious statutes: and that, had he been in the executive chair 
a t  the time of their passage, they would equally have received 
from him a cheerful signature. 

That  great luniin:~ry was, at the moment reached in the 
present narrative, just setting on the horizon. Never more 
active in the mere operations of political canvasses than during 
the preceding year, his death removed the last tie which bound 

1 Hamilton to Dayton. Works of Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 388. S. Higginson to 
0. Wolcott. Gi&l,.s, vol. ii. p. 230. 

2 See, for example, the letters in vol. viii. pp. 654, 655, 656, 657, 667, 668. 
3 This is visible in many of his unpublished, as well as in his published letters. 
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the federal party together, and saved him the painful necessity, 
to  which Eome indiscreet friends were driving him, of deciding 
whether to enter once more t,he arena of contention in person or 
not. Early in the summer of 1799, the idea had been thrown 
out by individuals, the friends of Mr. Hamilton, of effecting the 
displacement of Sir. Adams by appealing to Washington to 
come forth and consent to fill the President's chair for the third 
time. The plan .had been submitted in secret to the mem- 
bers of the cabinet, who had connived a t  rather than promoted 
it, up to the time when the final struggle for predominance 
took place a t  Trenton. That once over, no further restraint 
seems to have bound them. Consultations took place in the 
New England States, the result of which was that Gonvernenr 
Morris of New York was commissioned to address a formal 
supplication to the venerable chief to consent to help the coun- 
try in this hour of its distress. 

Without venturing to question the motives that prompted 
this movement, i t  may be permitted here to venture a doubt 
whether its authors had sufficiently considered the state of the 
times, or foreseen the embarrassments into which they were 
about to plunge the person to whom they wished nothing but 
good. So  bitter had party feelings become, and so sanguine the 
opposition under Mr. Jefferson's lead, that even Washington 
could no longer hope to stand as the type of the sentiments of a 
whole people. But any thing less than unanimity would have 
thrown a cloud over the closing splendor ofhis day. Neither is 
there any reason to suppose that lie ever thought differently. 
At all events, he was never called to express an opinion. The 
letter of Gouverneur Morris, which would have forced him to it, 
found him on his death-bed, preparing for other scenes than 
those disturbed by the stormy passions of men. As he passed 
away, the effect was for the moment to calm those passions 
into silence. Persons of all shades of opinion united to do 
honor to his memory. Probably Mr. Adaros had not been 
made. aware of the secret movements allncled to. He had not 
been insensible to the use that, had been made of the influence 
of Washington to restrain the freedom of his own action, but it 
had inspired no suspicion of 4he motives of that hero, and it  
in no way diminished the regrets he felt a t  his decease. Among 
the various tributes paid to his excellence, that given by the 
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President in his reply to the address of the Senate on the occa- 
sion is remarkable for its feeling. Two passages of i t  may 
serve as  an illustration : - 

In the multitude of my thoughts and recollections on this 
melancholy event, you will permit me only to say, tliat I have 
seen him in the days of adversity, in some of the scenes of his 
deepest distress and most trying perplexities; I have also at- 
tended him in his highest elevation and most prosperous fell 
city; with uniform admiration of his wisdom, moderation, and 
constancy. 

" The life of our Washington cannot suffer by a comparison 
with those, of other countries, who have been most celebrated 
and exalted by fume. The attributes and decorations of royalty 
could have only served to eclipse the majesty of those virtues 
which made him, from being a modest citizen, a more resplen- 
dent luminary. Misfortune, had lie lived, could hereafter have 
sullied his glory only with those superficial minds, who, belit-v- 
ing that characters and actions arc marked by success alone, 
rarely deserve to enjoy it. Malice could never blast his honor, 
and envy made him a singular exception to her universal rule. 
For himself he had lived long enough to life and to glory. For 
his fellow-citizens, if their prayers could have been answered, 
he would have been immortal. For me, his departure is a t  a 
most unfortunate moment.'. Trusting, however, in the wise and 
righteous dominion of Providence over the passions of men and 
the results of their counsels and actions, as well as over their 
lives, nothing remains for me  but humble resignation." 

With this melancholy event faded the last hope of preserving 
harmony in the counsels of the federalists. Mr. Hamilton, in 
losing the hold he had obtained upon the confidence of General 
Washington, was compelled to surrender all further expectations 
of controlling their policy. He foresaw that the command of 
the army, which he virtually held already, would not be cc- 
ferred upon him in terms. Many of the inducements wlii 
had tempted him to aspire to it, had already been weaken 
by the unexpected turn affairs had taken both abroad and 
home. The policy which he had originated was in ruins, a 
he only loolied to save detached portions of it.1 But 1 

1 A very good picture of his minil at this time is given in his letter to RL 
K i n g o f  the 5th of January, 1800.  work,^ of A. Hamilton, vol. vi. pp. 415-4 
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resentment which he felt against the individual whose action 
had most contributed to destroy it, bad taken the place of other 
emotions. I t  showed itself most decisively throiighont the at- 
tempts that were from this time made to bring about some sort 
of co;jperation between the sections of the party. Of these, the 
largest in numbers sided with the President, whilst the minority 
made up  in talents and activity for that deficiency. All were, 
however, equally sensible of the pressure of the united opposi- 
tion, and nearly all were disinclined to forget the risk of a coni- 
moil discomfiture, and perhaps a lasting dispersion, in a mere 
conflict of personal ascendency. In tlieir minds, the danger of 
the success of Air. .Tefferson was imminent, and tlie salvation of 
the country from that peril, a vital question. I n  order to escape 
it, all the federalists in congress were summoned to meet to- 
gether, for the purpose of devising some means of establishing 
concert in their future action. The immediate question related 
to the candidates to be presented a t  the election for the Pres- 
idency and Vice-Presidency soon to come on, which involved 
the necessity of determining the position of Mr. Adams. The 
minority warmly and earnestly demanded that he should be set 
aside. But when urged to name a substitute, they had none to 
present with the smallest prospect of success. I t  was generally 
felt that the retirement of Mr. Adams would only open the way 
to the accession of Sir. Jefferson. 

Sensible of the truth of this, especially in New England, from 
whence many of the minority came, they found themselves a t  
last compelled to offer a compromise. They consented to 
accept Mr. Adarns as one candidate, provided that General 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, the same gentleman who had the 
year before so cheerfully submitted to the military precedence 
of Mr. Hamilton, could be adopted as the other, and no under- 
standing made of the intent in filling the respective places. But 
even this concession was more than it was possible to obtain. 
The overruling objection was that the suspicion it would raise 
of bad faith would inevitably elect Ah. Jefferson. Hence, the 
best that could be done was to agree that the two persons 
named should be equally supported by all the federalists 
throughout the country; it being however, understood, that 
Mr. Adam", thongh designed to fill the first office, was subject 
to those chances of a different result which the peculiar opera- 

VOL. I. 48 



566 LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

tion of the constitutional provision might naturally present. 
Such are the terms of this compact as explained by persons 
belonging to the minority.' Mr. Hamilton seems to have been 
dissatisfied with them, though his friends acquiesced. Mr. 
Adams had no agency direct or indirect in producing them. 
The age of personal solicitation for high office had not arrived. 

In the mean time, however, two events occurred of great im- 
portance. The first wns, the election of the legislature winch 
would determine the political character of New York a t  Hie 
presidential election. Here the influence of Mr. Hamilton had 
been exerted in furtherance of the design he now avowed? to 
set aside Air. Adams in favor of Mr. Pinckney. Upon that 
pivot the selection of the federal candidates in the city had been 
made to turn just as it did at the election four years before. 
The consequence was that the moderatc class of men were 
neglected, from t i  fear that they might lean to Mr. Adams. Mr. 
Burr, who saw tlie error, immediately adapted his policy to the 
contingency, i~nd  succeeded i n  connecting them with the oppo- 
sition. In this way, General Gates, always friendly to Mr. 
Adams, George Clinton, and the Livingstons, were drawn into 
a combination with which they had little affinity beyond a 
common enmity to Mr. Hamilton, and which, by attracting the 
doubtful voters i n  the city, effected the final return of the Stale 
to its old revolutionary :~ssociations, against New England, and 
with the adverse influence of Virginia. 

The other event was the execution of tlie design the President; 
hiid for some time entertained of cliangingtlie members of his 
cabinet. With Mr. McHenry he had never been entirely satis- 
fied, on the score of his incompetency to the laborious office to 
which he had been assigned. Complaints of him had abounded 
ever since the commencement of the udnlinistration, but they 
had grown more and more loud after his duties were increased 
by the difficulties with France. The traces of this are visible 
in the correspondence of General Wnshington, of Hamilton, 
of Wolcott, and many other leading men. They reach even 
to a manifestation of impatience with the President for not 

1 Cabot to Hamilton, in Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 459. James McHenry 
to 0. Wolcott. Gibba. vol. ii. p. 385. Harper's Letter to his constituents, there 
quoted. 

Hamilton to Sedgwick. Works, vol. vi. pp. 440, 441. 
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acting with more energy in removing him. But Mr. Adams, 
as has been already remarked, entered upon his post with no 
disposition to make changes in the administration, and least of 
all in the case of Mr. McHenry, for whom, in his personal inter- 
course, he had learned to cherish some regard. There can be 
little doubt that the intentions of that officer were of the best; 
but as little, that hih capacity and energy were by no means 
corresponding. The consequence was, that he became insen- 
sibly dependent upon the abilities of Mr. Hamilton for aid in 
conducting the details of his department, subject, however, to 
vacillation and change under the disturbing force applied from 
time to time by the will of the President himself. The effect 
was to present to the world an appearance of irregularity and 
uncertainty, which materially contributed to shake confidence 
in the system of the administration. These symptoms grew 
more perceptible as  the difference between the President and 
Mr. Hamilton became more wide. To  the latter Air. McHemy 
habitually deferred, as the director of his official adrninistra- 
tion. To  him he looked, and not to Ai r .  Adams, as the guide 
of his political sybtem. Hence his deference to the wishes of 
the latter became cold, reluctant, and dilatory, as the breach 
with Mr. Hamilton grew more positive. 

But Mr. Adams had now reached a point when he foresaw 
that a neces-ity might occur for the cooperation of some one 
in the reduction of the military system who sympathized more 
closely with his own views. Washington was no longer the 
nominal commander-in-chief. His decease would involve the 
necessity of deciding upon theposition of Mr. Hamilton as the 
next in command, on which he had made up his mind before- 
hand. And he knew Air. McHenry's relations too well, and had 
experienced too much of his opposition in his cabinet, not to 
comprehend the necessity of his removal, if he desired to make 
sure of the execution of his own policy. Yet there is no know- 
ing how long he might have delayed his action, but for an acci- 
dental conversation which terminated in an open variance. Of 
this conversation, Mr. AIcHenry afterwards furnished to Mr. 
Hamilton his own version. It  is fair to infer from it a t  least 
this, that Air. Adams lost his temper, a failing for which Mr. 
Hamilton afterwards made him pay a severe penalty, and for 
which he sometimes reproached himself. He was thus led on 
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to say many unguarded, and some harsh things, that might 
have been better omitted, a t  least in presence of an enemy on 
the watch to take advantage of them. So far as they wounded 
the feelings of Air. McHenry, Mr. Adams afterwards regretted 
them, for no mnn ever bore less malice in his composition. 
But he did not regret the step to which they brought him. 
AicHenry's resignation was no sooner offered than accepted, to 
take effect in three weeks. 

The case of Colonel Pickering came next. Falling into his 
office rather by accident, he had manifested in the performance 
of its duties great industry, punctuality, courage, and qualifien- 
tions, if not of the' first class, certainly far from dir-creditable to 
himself or to the country which he had been called to  represent. 
His public papers have the merit of clearness, directness, and 
simplicity. Had lie contented himself with an exclusive devo- 
tion to his duties, and a faithful cooperation with the objects of 
his chief, there never could liave been a question of his removal. 
But herein was his great mistake. Never much used to the 
control of his vehement impulses, he construed his position as 
permitting him the right not only to dispute in private, but to 
counteract both in public and private, such portions of the meak- 
ures of the President as he happened to disapprove. Neither 
was this all. He did not hesitate to use the information which 
he obtained by virtue of his confidential relation, the more effect- 
nally to promote his views. The acts and the language of Mr. 
Adams were noted and reported, not less than the details of his 
official policy, for the sake of either controlling or defeating it, 
and a t  any rate of discrediting him. No similar practice has 
occurred since that period. Of the extent to which it was 
carried, Mr. Adams was never made fully aware. If he had 
known what has since been disclosed, it is impossible to sup- 
pose that Colonel Pickering could have remained i n  his cabinet 
a day after the 6th of July, 1798. W h y  lie knew no more than 
he did, might cause a little wonder, considering that Colonel 
Pickering was not a man of concealments, if all history did 
not show that people around a ruler, whose evidence is really 
worth having, are seldom forward to acquaint him with un- 
pleasant truth. He did know enough, however, from the reve- 
lations made at the time of Mr. Murray's nomination, and still 
more a t  Trenton, during the memorable struggle six months 
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later, to become convinced that his duty to himself required the 
presence of an adviser in the State department in "whose fidel- 
ity he could have full confidence. Accordingly, lie seized the 
opportunity now presented by the resignation of Mr. McHenry, 
to extend to Colonel Pickering the offer of retiring in the same 
manner. This was doue in a perfectly unexceptionable form, 
altl~ough no room was left to doubt the alternative in case of 
his refusal: The reply of Colonel Pickering is not in his cus- 
tomary style. It is not direct, nor logical in adapting the 
premises to his conclusion. It dwells upon his poverty in a 
manner that, if i t  meant any thing, seems to deprecate the 
stroke whicli his own conduct, as  he could not fail to know, had 
deprived him of all right to resent. For his colleagues, who 
had been best acquainted with it, manifested no surprise at, 
the sentence. Some of them had expected i t  would happen 
earlier. If then he. felt it to be inevitable, it would have been 
more dignified not to plead in mitigation of it. Especially as 
he was full of schemes of vengeance, which he communicated 
at once to Mr. Hamilton, offering to supply him with many 
facts wliich his official station had put in his power, to make up 
what be called u a frank and bold exposure of Mr. Adams." 

This intimation met with a favorable reception from the per- 
son to whom it was addressed. The nominations of John 
Marshall, of Virginia, as  Secretary of State, in the place of 
Colonel Pickering, and of Samuel Dexter, of Massachusetts, a s  
Secretary of War, instead of Mr. McHenry, sufficiently indicated 
the intentions of the President. They had been received with 
satisfaction by the moderate federalists, whilst they were viewed 
by the others as preclndiiig all further insinuations of bar- 
gaining with the opposite party, in which they had largely 
indulged, and, a t  the same time, a sure presage of the downfall 
of their own influence. Anxious to ascertain, by personal ob- 
servation, the probability of averting this calamity by the snb- 
stitntion of General Pinclcney for Mr. Adams as the President 
for the next term, Air.  Hamilton undertook a journey through 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island, the States 
where the people were supposed to be the most likely to make 
difficulties, on account of their attachment to the latter. Tliis 

1 Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 443. 
48 * 
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was executed in the month of June, 1800. The issue was 
not favorable to his liopes. He found L L  the leaders of the first 
class generally right, but the leaders of the second class were 
too much disposed to favor Mr. Adams." The remedy was 
an exposure of the sort which Colonel Pickering had proposed. 
Of course, lie and McHenry could be relied upon for aid in sup- 
plying the materials. But that was uot enough. Recourse 
must be had to another person still in place, and able to betray 
all the n~ovements of the cabinet cIo\vn to tile last moment. 
That person was Oliver Woleott, Secrutiiry of the Treasury, 
whose fidelity Mr. Adams never for an instant suspected; who 
had always so carefully regulated his external deportment, that 
no one could suppose him likely to become the secret channel 
through which all the most confidential details of the adniinis- 
tration, of which he w i s  a part, should be furnished, with the 
intent to destroy its hcad.l Yet such is the fact which history 
now most unequivocally discloses. I ~ ~ t e i ~ d  of being too sus- 
picious, as the enemies of his own household chose to describe 
him, the President had, in the excels of his confidence, retained 
in his bosom the most subtle and venomous serpent of them all. 

The session of congress had been marked by a more decided 
preponderance of the federalists in both branches than had been 
the case for years. But  in the House the accessions had not 
been of the more violent class. The effect of this was visible in 
the legislation, the character of which was moderate, creditable, 
and judicious. All thoughts of the great military organization 
which had been contemplated, were at once abandoned. The 
plans of expenditure which threatened severely to burden the 
growing energies of the people were reduced ; whilst measures 
were continued to enforce and confirm the system of naval 
defences, and to persevere in the interdict of all commercial 
intercourse with France. Several important laws were enacted 
of a, purely domestic character, calculated to quiet past difficul- 
ties, or to develop the resources of the country. The duilness 
of ordinary legislation was now and then relicvi~d by eloquent 
debates. The most important of these related to an instance 
of extriidition of a seaman charged with crimes committed on 
board of a. British frigate. It was the case of Thomas Nash, or, 

1 Wolcott to Hamilton. Works, vol. vi. p. 444. 



LIFE O F  JOHN ADAMS. 571 

according to the opposition, who insisted that he was an Amer- 
ican and improperly surrendered, of Jonathan Bobbins. This 
diseussion elicited a display of the abilities of the House on 
both sides, and terminated in a speech from John Marshall, 
which a t  once settled the question, and established his own 
reputation as the first man of the assembly. Taken all in all, 
there "are few portions of the legislative history of the country, 
to which the historian can look back with more pride and 
satisfaction than to the details of this session. The Lower 
House was yet a deliberative assembly, confining itself to the 
objects before it, and discussing them in a business-like ;md 
yet a comprehensive spirit; and the Senate was a select council 
of statesmen, true to their duties, not ambitious of logomachy, 
and not making their honorable station subsidiary to other ob- 
jects with which it has no natural or legitimate connection. 
If the federalists have sins to  answer for, that of letting down 
the dignity of the government is not among them. The result 
of their action a t  this period was greatly calculated to increase 
the public confidence in the wisdom and discretion which they 
brought to the direction of affairs. That such would have been 
the effect, had it not been for the untoward nature of the events 
that followed, there is strong reason to believe. 

Previously to entering upon these, i t  is necessary to explain 
one other circumstance which contributed to keep open the 
breach now made in the ranks of the federal party. Some time 
in the spring of 1798, there had taken place in Northampton 
County, in ~ e n n s ~ l v a k i a ,  as has already been mentioned, an 
armed resistance to the levy of the direct tax, which spread into 
two or three of the neighboring counties, and for a few days 
assumed an appearance so alarming as  to justify the President's 
proclamation and orders to equip a military force to put it 
down. The mere apparition of this force proved sufficient to  
effect the object. The men who had taken the lead in the dis- 
orders, being deserted by their fellows, were made prisoners, and 
handed over for trial to the courts. The principal one was a 
person by name John Fries, who was found with arms in his 
hands, acting as a chief, although he seems to have possessed 
few qualities to recommend him for any such elevation. His 
associates, generally from among the German population of the 
State, proved to be of a low order of intelligence, utterly 
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unequal to devising any scheme of concerted resistance to right- 
ful authority. At the next term of the United States circuit 
court, which took place in a few weeks, Fries was put upon 
his trial, on the charge of treason, and, after nine days spent in 
the proceedings, was found guilty by the verdict of a jury. The 
result was immediately communicated to Mr.  Adams, a t  Quincy, 
by Colonel Piekering and by Mr. Woleott, in separate letters, ex- 
pressive of their satisfaction.' The latter incidentally mentioned 
that Mr. Lewis, of counsel for the prisoner, had on all occasions 
during the trial insisted that the offence committed did not 
amount to treason. l i e  likewise reported the remark as coming 
from Fries, that persons of greater consequence had been a t  the 
bot,tom of the business. 

Both these suggestions seem to have had much weight in the 
mind of Mr. Ad:~rns. He deeply felt the responsibility imposed 
upon him. To  Colonel Pickcriiig he replied in these words: - 

' The issue of tins investigation has opened a train of very 
serious contemplations to me, which will require the closest 
attention of my best i~~~derstancling, and will prove :I severe 
trial to my heart." 

To the attorney-general, Mr. Lee, he sent a request to  obtain 
:i sight of Air. Lewis's reasons for his opinion, whilst to Mr. 
Wolcott lie wrote for information as to the character of Fries, 
the nature and extent of the combination of which he appeared 
to be the head, and the truth of his intimation, that others of 
greater importance were behind the  scene^.^ He ended with 
these words : - 

' It highly concerns the people of the United States, and 
espceially the federal government, tli:it, in the whole progress 
and ultimate conclusion of this affair, neither humanity be 
unnecessarily afflicted, nor public justice be essentially violaterl, 
nor the public safety endangered." 

These letters were received by the persons to whom they 
were addressed, with some dismay. They did not understand 
why the President should entertain his own views of tlie law, 
after the proper court had adjudicated upon it, and they hon- 
estly thought that the public safety required an immediate 

1 See the Letters. Vol. viii. pp. 644, 645. 
2 See the Letters. Vol. viii. pp. 648, 649, 650. 
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example to be made of Fries. cL Painful as is the idpa of taking 
the life of a man," said Picliering, I feel a calm and solid satis- 
faction that an opportunity is now presented, in executing the 
just sentence of the law, to crush that spirit, which, if not over- 
thrown and destroyed, may proceed in its career, and overturn 
the government." 

Obviously two different views of duty are here presented, 
both conscientiously held, but having their source in radical 
differences of natural character. A conflict between them was, 
for the time, postponed, by the decision of the court that con- 
demned Fries, which granted a new trial, on the ground that 
one of the jury was proved to have projudged the ease. An- 
other long and very elaborate hearing followed, Judge Cliase 
now presiding instead of Judge Ircdell, the issue of which 
was the same as before, the condemnation of Fries. This in- 
volvecl the fate of two other persons dependent upon the views 
taken of the same general testimony. Once more the question 
of ordering their execution came up for the consideration of 
the President. I t  was jnst a t  the moment when the change 
was taking place in his cabinet officers, and whilst but three 
persons remained to advice him. To those three he therefore 
submitted, on the 20th of May, a series of thirteen questions, 
the drift of which sufficiently shows the state of his own 
mind.' The answer, given on the same day, showed a division 
of opinion among the three; Mr. Wolcott remaining unbhalcen 
in his belief that the execution of all three was demanded 
ill order to inspire the well-disposed with confidence in the 
government, and the n~alcvolciit with terror;" the other two 
believing that tlie execution of Fries would ci  be enough to 
show the power of the laws to punish." But  even they in- 
clined to the execution of the three, rather than to have all three 
released. 

Ill this case the cabinet could not complain that they had not 
been consulted a t  every step. ,But  that seems to have made 
no difference in the fcelingwith which a t  least one of the dis- 
affected viewed the direction of the President, given the next 
day, that a pardon should be made out for all tlie offenders. As -- 

1 See vol. ix. pp. 57-58. The view of treason opened in this case there is no 
room here to consider. I t  mu5t infallibly come up for revision at some t h e  or 
other in the courts of the United Status. 
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usuil, an effort was made to prove inconsistency, and from 
thence to deduce a personal motive for the act. It was a "fatal 
concession to his enemies." The act was ( (  popular in Penn- 
sylvaiiia." Such was tlie tone o f  the disappointed federalists, 
who saw in it, and,  so far, very correctly, another divergency 
1'roin the policy which they would have introduced into the 
federal pveriiincnt. In truth, there is no need of searching 
deep to find causes for the opposite opinions generated by this 
event. They lie thickly spread upon the surface of the corrc- 
sponclunce during this administration, much of which is laid 
before the world in tlie present work. They are the legitimate 
offspring of the division ol' opinion into three forms, which has 
been distinctly developed in the action of all the administrations 
in America since the first, and which must ever show itself in 
nations enjoying free institutions, wherever they may be found. 

This is the period when the administration of Mr. Adams for 
the first time- appears as  a consistent whole. His cabinet was 
now substantially in harmony with him. Only one member of 
it remained to repine a t  the policy indicated, secretly to wish it 
defeated, to dispiu-age the acts and motives of his chief and his  
colloag~ies, and to betray all the proceedings to their enemy.l 
Henceforth there is no room for details, as the administration 
pursued the even tenor of its way, laboring to smooth off the 
external difficulties with which it had to contend. I n  this task 
it was eminently successful. Mr. Marshall, the new Secretary 
of State, set in motion a negotiation which put an end to the 
irritations that had followed the inability of the two different 
commissions under Mr. Jay's treaty with Great Britain to 
come to an understanding. And out of the obscurity the signs 
of peace began to dawn even on the continent of France. 
Napoleon had a t  last stopped in to the place which he had long 

1 " If I can escape from the toil? without loss of character, T will take care not 
to expose myself to sucli ~ . S V ~ S  as I have of late encountered." Such is Sir. 
Wolcott's (.oiitbs-.ion of Ins state of mini1 at the time of Ins resi~iiation. I n  view 
of tliis. anil of his si~l)se(~nent cliiiiigr of course, it has not been without deep 
regret that these strictures have been prepared. But tliey seem absolutely 
deinaiiiled by the use tliat has been made of Ins papers since Ins decease. Had 
tin-ie bcVn 1)ennitted to remain undisclosed. or had they not been made the 
promidwork of new attacks ilpon Mr. Aclams's gooil name, no part of this pic- 
ture wiild have been paintril. For .Mr. Adams always retained his confidence 
in  Mr. Wolcott's good faith. There is not a trace of tlie contrary rerolluctcd 
among liis papers. 
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kept in his eye, pushing down, on the one Hand, the relics of the 
old regime, and, on the other, the crumbling columns of the 
revolutionary temple. To him a quarrel with America seemed 
purely preposterous. It  followed, as a natural consequence, 
that peace became only a question of terms. He who was busy 
in holding in his vigorous grasp the reins of Europe, was not 
likely to have his attention long turned aside by the complaints 
from the United States of an anterior policy for which he him- 
self had no respect. Yet the conqueror of Marengo could not 
be expected to consent to have concessions dictated to him by 
any power which had not re:idy means at hand to enforce them 
a t  the point of the bayonet. The American con~missioners, 
fully conscious of the delicacy of their situation, accommodated 
themselves to it wit11 dexterity and judgment. The treaty, 
which was the result, like many other instruments of the same 
sort before and since, touched but lightly on the causes of griev- 
ance between the two countries, and seemed to grant little 
redress to the wrongs of which America justly complained. 
But it gained what was of more worth to them ; and that was, 
a termination of all further danger of war, and a prevention of 
the causes of future difficulties. And even what it lost of 
redress was the consequence not so much of the treaty itself as 
of the temper of the Senate, which caused one of the articles to 
be expunged as a condition of its ratification. The nature and 
consequences of this amendment will be explained presently. 
It is sufficient now to say that these measures had the effect of 
reEstablishing the neutral policy of the United States, which 
had been for years in imminent peril, and of smoothing the 
way to the period of great prosperity which followed. I t  is 
difficult to imagine any other result of the turmoil and con- 
flict of opinions that had so long prevailed, which, on the "whole, 
deserved to insure a better return of gratitude to its authors, 
from the great body of citizens most deeply interested in the 
country's welfare. 

Yet, strange as it may seem, from that clay to this, an award 
of merit for such a successful termination of the dilficult task 
of this administration has been entirely withheld. The causes 
of this must now be explained, however painful may be the 
task. The federal party could liave easily borne the trial of the 
appeal to arms against France and of a direct tax. It might 
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have gone safely through the fire of the Alien and Sedition 
Laws, ana its corollaries of the Virginia and Kentucky resolu- 
tions. Possibly it would have breasted the odium of an army 
needlessly large, and or3?n.ized g r  other t!la~i its ostensible 
objects. But  it conld not be expected to  endure the cross of 
bad faith. The moment when an active minority determined 
to adopt a line of conduct marked by indirectness of purpose 
even to treachery, was tlie moment when wise and patriotic 
citizens had reason to foresee that shipwreck must inevitably 
ensue. 

Although the truce which had been agreed upon by the two 
divisions of the party, a t  the close of the session of 1800, had 
Teen preclicated upon a concession of a fair and equal support 
of Mr. Adams and Charles Cotesworth Pineknoy, as candidates 
for the highest office, the designation of Mr. Adams for the 
preference being rather understood than avowed, it very soon 
became known tililt Mr. Hsimilton and his friends felt a t  liberty 
to exert themselves to the utmost, in secretly decrying the char- 
acter and conduct of one of the persons, for the sake of creating 
an ultimate preponderance for the other. The word was con- 
fidentially given out that Mr. Adams must be sacrificed. To  
this end information was to be privately furnished of the defects 
in his character, which were relied upon as a justification for 
this extraordinary course. As yet but a very small portion of 
the correspondence, through which this plan was attempted, has 
found its way to the light. To dwell on its unpleasant details 
is no part of the present purpose. I t  bears on its face the ver- 
dict which posterity will not fail to pass upon it. All the 
prominent actors betray their sense of its character so clearly 

I 
as to make forbearance to expose it no virtue. The letters of 
Oliver Wolcott, of Fisher Aines, of George Cabot, of James 
~c13enr~>f  Benjamin ~o<dhnc ,  all1 equally plead guilty 
to-tlie tortuous expeclientsof political rancor. Yrt nobody 
will charge them with deliberate malice or dishonesty. They 
were servants of a will stronger than their own ; of :L spirit that 

1 For single examples of this conf>ssion, in the instances nainecl, see Mr. 
Oibl)s's Il'ork, vol. ii. pp. 3S4, 407, 431. Auies's Jl'orh, vol. ii. p. '281. A. 
Hamilton's Works, vol. ~ i .  p. 479. l i n t  this is no way to get :it tlie whole tnitli. 
H e  who seeks it, must read all the letters together, so far as they have yet been 
permitted to see the lisht, and comuare the general drift of them with the 1 
estimable character of th&ir'authoi-s inprivate life. 
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could never brook a superior or abide an equal ; of one whose 
disappointment had been as great as his aspirations, and whose 
self-restraint yielded under the temptation of wreaking his ven- 
geance upon the person who had occasioned it. Air. Hamilton's 
rivalries whether with Jefferson, with John Adams, or with 
Aaron Burr were never kept within the limits of defensive or 
moderate warfare ; and to  this cause i t  was that he owed his 
premature and inglorious downfall. 

Ah'. Adams on his side was not of a spirit to be daunted by 
denunciation, or to permit himself to be sacrificed without a 
murmur. He had formed his own opinions of the policy of Air. 
Hamilton and his friends, which had impaired his confidence in 
them, not less than theirs had become impaired in him. The 
measure which they had first proposed to him under the name 
of cooperation with Great Britain, he now fully believed to have 
been intended only as a preliminary to an alliance, offensive 
and defensive, which would have shut out all prospect of further 
preserving a neutrality in the wars of Europe? And indeed, i t  
is difficult a t  this distance of time to  resist the conviction, that 
such must have been the consequence of their system, even 
conceding that they may not themselves have foreseen it. But 
such an admission can be made only a t  a heavy expense to their 
sagacity, so that the inference from the testimony on record is  
rather that they acted from design. At all events their course 
had so far committed them, as to render "cat prudence advis- 
able in avoiding to give cause for an exposure of these differ- 
ences. Such prudence they unfortunately did not exercise. 
Intelligence of their endeavors to destroy his character and 
reputation soon reached tlie ears of Mr. Adams, as it could 
scarcely fail to  do, however secretly they might labor. In this 
crisis he was not likely to confine himself to defence. Cool and 
collected when summoned to act in public on any emergency, 
lie was seldom in the habit of resisting his natural impetuosity 
in the less guarded hours of private intercourse and familiar 
conversation. Then i t  was, that he  would give to his language 

1 Mr. Gibbs, whose admissions must be taken as superseding the necessity of 
farther citation of authorities, so far as they relate to the policy of this section of 
the federalists, concedes that "an alliance might have taken place ; " but lie 
says, " i t  would have been for common defence!' Vol. ii. p. 219. Mr. Hamil- 
ton, however, expressly declares that he contemplated offensive operations. 
Works, vol. v. p. 184. 

VOL. I. K -2 
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the full impress of his vehement will. He  spoke out his thought 
wit,hetl1e force which only indignation gives. This must be con- 
fessed to have been his greatest disqualification for success in 
public life, which requires, above all things, an open countenance 
with closed lips, the offspring of an impa'ssible heart,. Mr. 
Adams had nothing of this. His nature though placable, was 

I ardent, and it occasionally impelled hiin to say more than lie 
really meant, which he sometimes himself described as - rodo- - 
inontadc, and to express even what he did mean much too - - 
sharply. These were errors, it is  true, but at  least they sprung 
from qualities thoroughly honest. The consequence was, that 
his language excited a greater degree of sensibility in the objects 
of his attack from it,s unsparing directness. He charged the 
hostility, waged by Mr. Hamilton and his friends against liim- 
self to their disappoint,ment, in failing to establish through his 
aid the desired coi~nection with Great Britain, against France. 
And his st,atemeiit may now be ~ffirmed to liave been in sub- 
stance correct, without the necessity of implying the existence 
of wrong motives in them. Yet such a charge could not fail a t  
that time to strike deeply a t  the influence of those a t  whom i t  
was levelled. The evidence how innch they felt it,, is visible in 
their secret 1etters.l The danger was great that even the rela- 
tively small popular force they could command, would dwindle 
away, and leave nothing but leaders. It was plain, too, that 
their plan of setting aside Mr. Adams by obtaiuiupan equal 
vote for General Pinckney, was breaking down. There were 
those in New England, who, when they learned the object of 
t,he scheme, could not be induced to sacrifice Mr. Adams. Mr. 
Hamilt,on had become convinced of it by personal observ a t '  ion. 
The consequence was inevitable, that the success of t,he federal 
party would make Mr. Adams President,. And to this, involving 
as he foresaw it must, the loss of all power over the next ad- 
ministration, lie was not prepared to bring his mind to submit. 
He  proceeded to take his measures, in order to prevent it. 

It  has already been mentioned that Air. Hamilton, immediately 
upon his return from New England, applied to tlic Secretary of 
the Treasury for details of confidential transactions in the 
cabinet, to be used by him among discreet persons," lo destroy 

1 Gibbs, vol. ii. p. 422. A curious example of the feeling of the time is found 
in a letter of Timothy Phelps to Oliver Wolcott. GiMs, vol. ii. p. 380. 
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their faith in Mf. Adams. But this was not the only object 
he had in view; for in the same letter he added an intimation 
of a design, to write to Mr. Adams, touching certain reports in 
circulation, of allusions made by him, in conversation, to the 
existence of a British faction, of which he, Hamilton, was named 
as one, and t o  demand an explanation. He added these 
words : b b  Ah'. Adams's friends are industrious in propagating the 
idea, to defeat the efforts to unite for Pinclmcy. The inquiry 
I propose, may furnish an antidote and vindicate character. 
What  think you of this idea ? For my part I can set malice a t  . defiance." 

From this language i t  wonlcl seem clear, that the project of 
calliiig upon Mr. Adams had its source in other motives, than a 
quick sense of personal injury. I t  was a politic movement de- 
signed to neutralize the labors of Mr. Adams's friends to defeat 
the success of Air. Pinckncy. The effect of calumny upon him- 
self, he professed not to apprehend. 

Mr. Wolcott replied to this letter on the 7th of July. He 
evidently understood Mr. Hamilton in the sense just given. He 
cheerfully agreedto furnish the requisite information, so soon as 
he could arrange his papers, much disturbed by his late official 
removal to the new seat of government, becauae' lie thought i t  
would be a disgrace to the federal party, to permit the reiilection 
of Mr. Adams." And he closed by saying, '' You may rely 
upon my eo6peration in every reasonable measure for effecting 
the election of General Pincliney." 

On the 1st of August the call upon Mr. Adams was accord- 
ingly prepared. As addressed to a person then holding the office 
of President of the United States, and endeavoring to make 
him responsible not only for reports of his own conversations, but 
also for the s~~pposecl language of his politic&l adherents, it is 
very obvious, that Air. Hamilton could not have expected any 
reply. Very certainly, propriety demanded that none should be 
made. Mr. Hamilton in point of fact, did not anticipate a reply. 
For only two clays afterwards, and seven days before his note 
reached Mr. Cabot, through whom it was forwarded to Ah'. 
Adams? he wrote again to Mr. W o l ~ o t t , ~  expressing impa- 
tience at  the delay of the promised statement, and announcing 

1 Cahot to ILiiuilton. Works, vol. vi. p. 453. 
2 llumilLui8's Works, vol. vi. p. 449. 
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an intention to proceed a t  once to a publication of his opinion 
of Mr. Adams, as best suited to the plain dealing of his char- 
acter." Then, with the singular inconsistency which marlis 
almost every step of these proceedings, he went on to show how 
little he felt that he was acting up to the character for plain 
dealing which he claimed for himself. The words are too 
remarkable to be omitted. 

There are, however," he says, reasons against it. And a 
very strong one is, that some of the principal causes of my dis- 
approbation proceed from yourself, and other members of the 
administration, who would be understood to be the sources of . 
my information, zvhatever cover I might give the tiling. 

What  say you to this measure ? I could predicate i t  on the 
fact, that I am abused by the friends of Air. Adams, who ascribe 
my opposition to pique and disappointment; and couldgive it 
the shape of a defence of myself.',, 

Surely this language will scarcely answer to any definition 
of the term plain dealing. I t  sufficiently shows that the demand 
of an explanation was a mere cover to an attack which Air. 
Hamilton had for some time designed to make, out of the 
materials with which his confederates of the cabinet had been 
steadily supplying him during the whole period of the admin- 
istration. And that he was withheld from i t  only by the fear 
of betraying the sources from which he had got his information. 
This difficulty pressed hardly not on him alone, but upon the 
confidential friends to whom he eomm~ii~icatecl his intentions. 
George Cabot, Fisher Ames, and Oliver Woleott, himself grew 
pale at  the idea of an open assault upon the President. They 
all wrote letters of remonstrance,' dwelling upon the imputation 
of breach of faith to which i t  exposed them with their own 
friends, if the design of destroying Ai r .  Adams should be avowed, 
and upon the absurdity of the other position, of continuing to 
uphold as a candidate a person whom the argument was intended 
to prove wholly unfit for the office. These three letters supply 
a curious but painful picture of the moral difficulties, into which 
honorable men son~etimes allow themselves, in the heat of party 
passions, to get entangled. But a deeper shadow falls upon it, 

1 See the letters in full. Wolcott to Hamilton. Gibbs, vol. ii. p. 416. Cabot 
to Hamilton. Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 458. Ames to Hamilton, ib. p. 463. 
Hamilton to Wolcott. Gibbs, vol. ii. p. 422. 
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when the fact is perceived that t,hc concluding advice of all three 
is, not to withhold the attack, but only to withhold the namS --- - - 
of the assailant. It would be safer to make i t  anonymously. 
This proposal to skulk in ambush could not have fallen pleas- 
antly on the feelings of Hamilton, even when under the un- 
natural tension to which they were now subjected. Neither 
wo~ilcl the stroke be nearly so effective. He concluded to prose- 
cute his purpose, regardless equally of their good and bad 
advice ; and on the 26th of September he transmitted to Air. 
Wolcott the draft which lie had prepared, with a request that 
he would "note exceptionable ideas or phrases." c g  Some of 
the most delicate of the facts stated," he added, u I hold from the 
three ministers, yourself particularly; and I do not think myself 
a t  liberty to take the step without your consent. I never mean 
to bring'proof, but to stand upon the credit of my veracity." 

The reply of Mr. Wolco&_is long. It corrects many state- 
ments in the draft, and dissuades the publication of others. But  
its most remarkable admissions appear in the conclusion. He 
says : - 

" As to  the measure itself, I can give no opinion. My feelings 
and individual judgment are in favor of it. I never lilted the 
half-way plan which has been pursued. It appears to me, that 
federal men are in  danger of losing character in the delicate 
point of sincerity. Nevertheless, when I consider the degree of 
support which Mr. Adams has already received; that our friends 
in Massachusetts 'say that they still prefer the election of Mr. 
Adams ; that the country is so divided and agitated as to be in 
some danger of civil commotions, I cannot but feel doubts as to 
any measure, which can possibly increase our divisions. You 
can judge of the state of public opinion in the eastern States 
better than I can. If the popular sentiment is strong in favor of 
Mr. Adams,-if the people in general approve of his late public 
conduct, or if there is a want of confidence, for any reason, in 
General Pinckney, I should think the publication ought to be 
suppressed ; on the contrary, if the publication would increase 
the votes for General Pincltney, and procure support to him in 
case he should be elected, i t  would certainly be beneficial. 
Notwithstanding your impressions to the contrary, I am not 
convinced that Air. Adains can seriously injure your character." 

It  should be recollected that the professed object of Mr. Ham- 
49 * 
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ilton's paper was the defence of character. How little stress 
Mr. Wolcott laic1 upon it, is shown plainly enough in tins 
extract. What  he considered to be the true object, is likewise 
clear. If the attack could be the means of politically destroying 
Air. Adams, or of establishing General Pinckncy, it was worth 
making. If on the other hand, Ai r .  Adams was likely to maintain 
his ground in the affections of the people of Massacllusetts, 
the publication which was to prove his unfitness for their con- 
fidence was to be suppressed. Surely 110 more can be necessary 
to prove that lie viewed the thing as a pure electioneering device. 
Not so wit,h Mr. Hamilton however. He went on to print, with- 
out giving his friends any assurances of the mode in which lie 
meant ultimately to use his paper. Perhaps he had not made 
11p his own mind, down to the moment, when an accident is 
supposed to have settled i t  for him. His arch-enemy, Aaron 
Burr, by some means not yet fully explained, got access to the 
sheets whilst passing through the press, and caused extracts to 
be published in the opposition newspapers fur and wide. The 
partial use thus made of the attack, was assigned as a reason 
for au tho r i z inp  complete publication. So it came out, under 
the title of a " Letter from Alexander Hamilton, concerning the 
Public Conduct and Character of John Adams, Esq., President 
of the United States." This was in the very last week of Octo- 
ber, but a short time before the choice ofelectors in  the different 
States. If the single purpose had been to defeat Air. Adams a t  
all hazards, no more propitious moment coulcl have been thought 
of. Yet, with the singular fatality of retribution, which more 
than once attended tlie acts of Mr. Hamilton, tlie sequcl showcd 
that, a t  the instant of this publication, lie was striking the first 
spade into what was ere long to be to him a duellist's grave. 
Whilst on the other hand, the object of his vindictive assault, 
outliving the days of bitter trial, which it preparcd for him, 
was destined a t  last to close his eyes with the acclamation of 
millions uniting to do unexampled honors to his name. 

A publication, having for its object the destruction of the 
public character of a man who had spent twenty-five years of 
his life in stations of the liighest responsibility, in some of which 
he had acquitted himself so honorably as to have extorted even 
from its author both praise and support, needed tlie most con- - - 
vincing proof of very grave offences against the public good in 
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order to  make it justifiable before the world. Especially was 
this true, when a consequence was liable to ensue, that was 
esteemed by tlie assailant, and a t  least one half of the nation, 
to be fraught with extreme peril to the state. That such a 
consequence did not actually follow, is not material to this view 
of the case. The only question is, what Mr. Hamilton himself 
anticipated. I n  magnifying, as he habitually did, the dangers 
certain to attend the triumph of Air. Jefferson and liis friends, 
lie in the same degree magnified his own responsibilities, if by 
any act of his that triumph were to  be secured. Neither could 
lie release himself from them, excepting by the offer of the most 
ii~ebistible evidence to show such incompetency or inalfeaLi w i c e  
in office on the part of the individual relied upon by his own 
party as the only formidable competitor for the public favor, 
as to render i t  probable that the country would suffer even 
greater evils from his success. So  soon as  the new5 of Air. 
Hamilton's pamphlet went abroad, men of all parties naturally 
expected di.closuresof the gravest offences, involving the moral 
and political integrity of the President. What  was their sur- 
prise then, to discover, in tlie course of thirty printed pages, 
that the proofs relied 11pon to show Ah. Adams utterly unfit to 
be President, were not deemed by the author himself sufficient 
to prevent Ilia advising his friends not to  withhold from the 
object of liis invective one single vote ! 

Of course the charges could not fail to correspond to the 
monstrous logical solecism, with which they concluded. The 
gravest of them were founded upon the determination of Air. 
Adams to initiate the mission of Mr. Murray to  France without 
consulting his cabinet; upon his perseverance in afterwards dis- 
patching Messrs. Ellsworth and Davie, in opposition to the better 
judgment of Mr. Hamilton and liis friends ; and upon his par- 
don of JoJin Fries, who according to them should rather have 
been hanged. Neither of these acts, even if admitted to be an 
error, was shown to  have vitally injured the government, or to  
involve any censure of the author beyond a defect of judgment. 
At this day, neither of them stands in need of justification 
even on that score. The facts have already been submitted in 
the present chapter. They are supported by all the original 
documents connected with them, as found spread forth a t  large 
for the firat time i11 other portions of this work. Upon these 



against the judgment of his nominal friends, whether such - - 
errors, followed by such fortunate consequences in the restora- 
tion of peace abroad and of quiet a t  home, were of so inis- 
chievous a kind as to establish the charge of unfitness for high 
station, which was the ostensible purpose of the attack. 

As to the general imputation upon Air.  Adams of an imprac- 
ticable spirit, which led him to act without the advice of his 
cabinet, and to rely solely on himself, as the caprice of the 
moment, rather than any fixed opinions, might dictate, its utter 
groundlessness is sufficiently shown by the publication now 
made of the secret papers and correspondence of his adminis- 
t,ration. By these it will appear, not only that he consulted the 
members of his cabinet constantly, and called for their 'written 
opinions upon almost every important question, but that he 
often adopted their conclusions in the very language which they 
proposed, in many cases, even a t  the sacrifice of his own. The 
few exceptions that occurred were those in which a concerted 
attempt was making by his ministers to  overrule his known con- 
victions upon matters of the most serious importance. I n  these 
instances he certainly did decline to  call for opinions of which 
he knew the nature too well already, and he did take such a 
course as to defeat their efforts a t  counteraction, and t,o provide 
for the full execution of his own policy. The very fact that he 
acted with such consistency in reaching the desired  result,^, is 
a sufficient answer to  all the efforts to  stigmatize him as waver- 
ing and uncertain. These charges originated rathcr in the hopes 
that he would fluctuate, gathered from the conccssions the 
authors of them could wring out of his casual and unguarded 
conversation, and in the disappointment a t  discovering in his 
action no traces of the vacillation upon which they had counted. 
There is no doubt that, when not stirred by any emotion, Mr. 
Adams's disposition was easy and inclined to yield. If he coin- 
mitted any mistake, i t  was in conceding too much rather than 
too little to his ministers. The effect was to lead them on to 
attempt's upon his independence, which they would scarcely 
have ventured 011 a character more outwardly stern, and from 
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which i t  was too late to retreat when they found him fully 
roused to their nature and to the necessity of defeating them. 
Thus it twice happened that the very moment when they felt 
the most sure of their success in controlling him, was exactly 
that when a single exercise of his will, to  their great morti- 
fication, demolished their straw-built castles a t  a blow. 

If any further answer were necessary to this charge, it might 
be found in the perfect harmony and efficiency of his cabinet 
after he had succeeded in organizing i t  to suit himself. With 
such men as John Marshall and Samuel Dexter for his counsel- 
lors, his system went on vigorously, partaking of the valuable 
fruits of the reflections of all, and jarred by no discord whatever. 
The motive for contention had been removed. Indulging in no 
wild dreams of overruling their chief for special purposes of 
their own, nothing remained to contend about, excepting which 
should most effectively serve the common cause. The effects 
are made visible in the steadiness of the policy pursued daring 
the rest of the administration ; and the nature of the intercourse 
appears in the private correspondence now publid~ed in tills 
work. 

With regard to the minor causes of complaint in Mr. Hamil- 
ton's pamphlet, which resolve themselves into natural imperfec- 
tions of temper, and personal foibles, such as men of every 
grade in life are liable to, if i t  were conceded that the charges, 
instead of being greatly exaggerated, were just, to the full extent 
alleged, the fact would scarcely avail as an argument in the 
pending controversy, unless i t  could be proved that the conse- 
quences showed out in public conduct of a pernicious or shame- 
fill character. The great measures actually adduced, whether in 
their inception or in their execution, prove nothing of the kind. 
Even the calm Washington was not free from occasional bursts 
of violent passion, as nobody claimed more fully to know than 
Mr. Hamilton himself. For lie is reported as authority for the 
statement, that so great had been the General's asperity of tein- 
per towards the close of the war, as very much to impair his 
popularity in the army.] That  Mr. Adams was subject to the 
same infirmity, in a much greater degree, and with less power 

1 Sladison Papers, vol. i. p. 351. The reason why Mr. Hamilton retired from 
his post of aid-de-camp to Washington is well known. Mr. Jefferson testifies to 
the same tendency in Washington. 



cc of self-control, is unquestionable. But t,he traces o i are no- 

where visible in the public acts of his life, in the records of his 
administration, or in his correspondence with his ministers. 
However warm his conversation may a t  times have been, in his 
action he never failed to be cool. One proof of this is that the 
issue of his measures so seldom failed to correspond to his cal- 
dilations. And certainly neither the nomination of the corn- 
niissioiiers to France nor the pardon of Fries can be said to 
form exceptions to this remark. Yet these two acts form the 
substance of Mr. Hamilton's charge of incapacity. Well will 
it be for any future chief magistrate, and well for the repub- 
lie itself, if, dnring his term of office, nothing more dishonorable 1 
should ever be proved against him. 

Neit,her is i t  essential, in this connection, to  go into 
orate defence of Mr. Adams from the otherimputation, of 
inordinate vanity. Even conceding i t  to be true to the extent 
affirmed, it yet remained to prove how the manifestation of i t  
had done any injury to the public. For of public action only 
was there, in this case, any question. Vanity is a foible which 
may unpleasantly affect the relations of men with each other 
in social life, but there are plenty of cases in history to show 
that it is not incompatible with the possession of the very 
highest qualities of character and the noblest attributes of states- 
manship. Nobody a t  this day will dispute the fact that Cicero, 
in his writings, shows himself, in this particular, among the 
weakest of men. Yet it is quite as  undeniable that he will for- 
ever rank in the very first class of orators and statesmen, of 
thinkers and writers and actors, among men.l Neither is it 
necessary to go further for a n  illustration than to tlie very case 
of Mr. Hamilton himself. Singularly enough, one of his most 
devoted friends has left on record his testimony as  well of his 
own sense, as of that of many others a t  the time, of Hamilton's 
betrayal, in this very publication, of the same fault which he 
was so prompt to charge upon Air. ad am^.^ Yet nobody will 

1 The remarks of the historian Niebnhr upon this trait of Ciecro's^character 
arc of universal appliration, and are well ilescrving of eonsi(lcratioii by Zen- 
emus iniiicls. Lectures on the History of Rome. edited by Dr. Schmitz, 1-01. iii. 
pp,; 2-1, 25. - Â ¥  I am i~oiiiid to tell you that you are accused, by respectable men, of ego- 
tism ; and some very worthy anil sensilile IIIPII say, you liavc exhibited the same 
vu~tit//  in your book, wlii~li you c l i a rp  as ;I dnngerons qn:dity and great weak- 
ness iu Air. Adams. Cabot to Hamilton. 1Vorks of Ilaiiulton, vol. vi. p. 482. 



LIFE O F  JOHN ADAMS. 587 

De ciisposed to question, on t,hat account, Mr. Hamilton's abili- 
ties to play a great part in public affairs. To dwell more a t  
large on this branch of the at,tack, seems to be superfluous. 
For  were i t  all exactly as is affirmed, instead of being much 
exaggerated, the whole would not go very far to establish the 
fact that Mr. Adams could not,, nevertheless, be, a t  the same 
time, a wise, an energetic, an independent, and an honest Pres- 
ident.l 

This publication was not received with approbation by the 
public or by the federalists. The press teemed with replies, all 
written with more or less vigor, and some not nnfelt by Mr. 
Hamilton h im~e l f .~  His 'most ardei~t 'friends, McHenry, Ames, 
and Cabot, reported to him, the last-named so candidly and 
fait,hfully that he anticipated the loss of his friendship from it, 
the nature of the censure he had incurred. All felt that if he 
had succeeded in pulliug clown Mr. Aclams from his eminence, 
it had been clone only by bringing in ruins with him the pillars 
of the federal structure. If this consideration filled the mem- 

I 
bers of one party with grief, it correspondingly exalted their 
opponents. So  fluctuating had been their confidence in their 
power to overthrow Air .  Aclams, that even their sanguine chief 
had more than once entertained the notion of abandoning 
opposition to him, a i d  directing the strength of his party to 
the question of the succession. But this pamphlet clid more to 
invigorate them th-an all their own efforts. A curious admis- 
sion of this fact, made under his ow11 hand, by one of the most 
active partisans in the straggle, has recently found its way back 
from the other side of the Atlantic. In transmitting a copy to 
his friend, General Collot, who had fled to Paris from a threat- 
ened application of the Alien Law, not without justice in his 
case, the editor of the Philadelphia Aurora, the most efficient 

1 For the same reason it has not been deemed necessary to enlarge upon sofie 
minor errors of tact which occur in the course of the pamphlet; nor to touch 
upon the use made of the acciilental publication a t  the moment of Mr. Adams's 
private letter to Tench Coxe, dated eight years before, in which he had inad- 
vertently done some injustice to Tliomas Pinckney. That injustice he had 
amply repaired by a public letter before lie saw this pamphlet or any ex- 
tracts from it. A memorandum to this effect, dated the 27th of October, 1800, 
is written by his own hand on his copy of the pamphlet. 

2 Mr. Hamilton thought of answering tliem, but was deterred from it by Ins 
friends. Works of Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 477. Gilibs's Fed. Adm. vol. ii. pp. 448, 
454. 
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press in the service of the opposition, wrote the lollowing note, 
on the 3d of November: - 

CITIZEN GENERAL, - This pamphlet has done more mis- 
chief to  the parties concerned than all the labors of the Aurora. 

WILLIAM DUANE." l 

Nor yet was it among the least singular of the consequences 
attending this strange history, that the pamphlet should have 
been fatal to the -prospect's of the very person whom it was 
originally designed to aid, and should have elevated the author's 
most bitter and deadly enemy in his place. As in the case of 
Thomas Pinckney, who lost the Vice-presidency by Mr. Ham- 
ilton's interference a t  the preceding election, so Charles Cotes- 
worth Pincliney, on the present occasion, was cut off, i n  the 
same way, from the opportunity of arrivingffairly at one of the 
two highest stations. Without possessing abilities of the first 
class, General Pinclcney had owed the respect which followed 
him in life quite as much to his integrity and nice sense of 
personal honor, as t o t h e  creditable manner in which he acquit- 
ted himself of his duties. This might have secured for liiin 
from the legislat,ure of his native State, a repetition of the 
experiment which had been made i n  favor of his brother a t  the 
precediugelection, a union of his name with that of Mr. Jeffer- 
son as the choice of the two candidates of the Electoral College. 
Had such a union been actually made, the effect would have 
been his elevation certainly to the second office, and perhaps 
even to the first. That i t  was not made, was very much owing 
to the decision of General Pinckney himself. Unwilling to sub- 
ject himself t,o the remotest suspicion of bad faith, after the 
reception of Mr. Hamilton's pamphlet admitted of a possible 
inference of collusion, he insisted upon standing or falling upon 
the same ticket inseparably wit8h Mr. A d a r n ~ . ~  The conse- 
quence was that the federalists would enter into no coalition, 

1 This pamphlet, with the note attached, and some other tracts, bound in a 
volume once belonging to Collot, was brought from France, since the conimcnce- 
ment of this work, by one of its publishers, the late James Brown, and is now in 
the possession of the author. 

2 One of Air. Hamilton's most ardent friends, General Gunn, of Georgia, 
seems to lament that this double treachery had not been committed. Works of  
A. Humiltoii, vol. vi. p. 483. 
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and Thomas Jefferson was enabled to secure seven votes to 
Aaron Bun", the ubiquitous evil genius of the author of the 
pamphlet himself. 

Under the circumstances in which the parties went into the 
election, with the federalists divided among themselves, and 
with little heart or hope, the cause of surprise is that they 
should have corae so near success as they did. The loss of the 
election in the city of New York, in the month of May prectd- 
ing, had determined the votes in the legislature of that State 
for Mr. Jefferson. But even this would not have turned the 
scale, had South Carolina, which hung in suspense, proved true. 
Both results were arrived a t  through the cool astuteness of 
Aaron Burr, profiting by the excessive self-reliance of Air. Ham- 
ilton. In truth, the latter.was no match for his opponent in the 
game to which he had lent himself. With abilities beyond 
comparison higher, and aspirations the magnitude of which 
alone gave him far superior dignity, he only failed in sufficiently 
measuring the descent he was making when he entered upon 
the arena of partisan intrigue on the same level with his arcli- 
enemy. The source of this error is to be traced to a deficiency 
in early moral foundations, the effects of which, here and there, 
make themselves visible, breaking out of the folds of a noble 
nature tliroughout his career, but especially towards its close. 
It was this which substituted the false idol of honor, as wor- 
shipped in the society of his day, for the eternal law of God; 
which impelled him to justify himself against a charge of 
peculation of the public money a t  the expense of a public 
confession of what to him seemed the more venial offence of 
aiding to corrupt an immortal soul; which led him into the 
clandestine relations with the cabinet officers of Air. Aclams, 
and the ultimate breach of confidence he made such awkward 
attempts to hide; which prompted that application to the 
upright John Jay, marked by the latter with so significant a 
condemnation;l and, lastly, which, in the vain idea of the im- 
portance to his ulterior schemes, of retaining the regards of 
superficial men, drove him, against his most solemn convictions 
of duty, to the act that presented him unanealed for the final 
sentence of his Maker. 

1 Jay's Life of John Jag, vol. i. p. 414. 
VOL. I. 50 
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In the election, the event which one b-uiyii of the feeler 
lists had anxiously desired, an equality of the votes betweer 
tlr. Adams and Mr. Pinckney, did not happen, by reason of the 

refusal of Arthur Fenner, of Rhocle Island, to sacrifice Mr. 
Adams. But the same thing did happen where it was not 
desired, and where no labor had been spent to bring it about, 
that is on the side which supported Air. Jefferson and Aaron 
Burr. Each of these gentlemen received seventy-three votes, 
or three votes more than the number necessary for a choice. 
This did not point out who was to be President; so that the 
task of choosing between the two devolved upon the House 
of Representatives, a numerical majority of whom belonged to 
the federal side, although not a majority, when counted by 
States, according to the mode prescribed by the constitution 
for this election. Of course, Mr. Adams was now out of the 
question. He had nothing more to look forward to  than the 
dreary pageant of three months which the constitution requires 
every President to enact after substantial power has departed 
from him. 

The first sign of dissolution was the dropping away of the 
decayed limbs. So  POOH as  General Pii~ckney was supposed 
to have failed, the scruples which had haunted the mind of Mr. 
Woleott, about holding his office under Mr. Adams, returned 
with force. On the 8th of November, lie addressed to the Pres- 
ident a letter of resignation, which was to take effect a t  the 
close of the year, that is, about sixty days before the expira- 
tion of Ah". Adams's own term. He was not ashamed to add. 
something about affording him suitable time to designate a 
successor to the official crumbs which he was disposed to leave 
uneonsnmed. So adroitly had lie conducted himself, that Mr, 
Adams, though aware of his devotion to the views of Mr. Ham- 
ilton, had never ranged him in his mind in the same cate- 
gory with Colonel Pickering or McHenry. To  the day of his 
death he always excepted him from the suspicions of bad faith; 
which he entertained of the others. Recent disclosures, how- 
ever, place him in much the most sombre position of the three. 
From the day of the depnrture of his comrades, lie remained the 
only person of the cabinet in secret relations with Mr. Hsiinilton. 
Not deterred by their dismissal, he seems to have used the wirii- 
ing only to labor the harder to cover the traces of his industrious 
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treachery. His efforts to betray and disgrace his chief, as well 
by stirnulatingtthe disaffection of others wherever he could, 
as by supplying and revising the materials for the vindictive 
assault of Mr. Hamilton, arc now before the world. It  is no 
part of the present design to dwell upon them further than ib 
necessary to show how deeply Mr. Adams was wronged by this 
behavior. One of the favorite modes of detraction resorted to 
by him and his associates was to describe his chief as unreason- 
ably jealous and suspicious. How little he deserved this at the 
hands of Mr. Wolcott will now appear. Towards the last days 
of his official term, Mr. Adams, remembering that his old secre- 
tary had retired under no favorable pecuniary circumstances, 
fixed upon him, though long removed from practice in the 
courts, as a suitable recipient of the life-long post of judge of 
the circuit court of the United States, under the law freshly 
passed for the reorganization of the courts. He did this with- 
out prompting or suggestion from any one, out of personal 
regard, and in the overflowingconfidence of his heart in one 
whom he believed to have been faithful to him, and honorable in 
all his dealings. Mr. Wolcott betrayed uo sensitive delicacy in 
accepting this most unmerited reward. He did not look buck 
upon the secret letters which might, some day, show him to the 
world as he really was. He confessed nothing, but cheerfully 
took the gift from the hand of the man he had so sedulously 
labored to destroy. In his letter of acknowledgment he prom- 
ised a change a t  leaht for the future. ;; Believing," said he, 

that gratitude to benefactors is among the most amiable, and 
ought to be among the most indissoluble of social obligations, 
I shall, without reserve, cherish the emotions which are inspired 
by a sense of duty and honor on this occasiou." There is 
reason to suppose that from that date to the end of his life, he 
kept this promise; for letters down to a late period remain 
amongMr. Adams's papers as evidence to show it. Had i t  not 
been for the revival of the memory of these events, in the most 
painful form of partisan harshness towards R I r .  Adams, by the 
publication of Air. Wolcott's papers, this exposition, unwillingly 
made, and based almost exclusively upon the testimony therein 
furnished, would never have been needed. 

The second session of the sixth congress began on the. 22d 
of November, with a speech from the President, destined to be 
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his last. It is remarkable as more exclusively his own work 
than any of its predecessors. The exordium, which is brief and 
dignified, alludes in  suitable terms to the inauguration of the 
new seat of government a t  Washington, where the different 
departments of pveniment  were now for the first time assem- 
bled. 

" May this territory," he said, be the residence of virtue and 
happiness! In this city may that piety and virtue, that wisdom 
and magnanimity, that constancy and self-government, which 
adorned the g c a t  character whose name i t  bears, be forever 
held in veneration! Here, and throughout our country, may 
simple manners, pure morals, and true religion flourish for- 
ever ! " 

Recommending to the care of congress the territory thus con- 
secrated, he proceeded to give a summary of the relations of the 
country with foreign nations, and of tlie state of the negotia- 
tions yet pending with Great Britain ancl France. A treaty of 
amity and commerce had been eoncludcd with Prussia. Tm-11- 
ingf rom thence to the view of domestic affairs, lie touched 
upon the reduction effected of the military organization, recom- 
mended further measures for the establishment of a defensive 
naval force, and dwelt with some urgency on the necessity of 
amending tlie judiciary system. He congratulated the House 
of Representatives upon the prosperous condition of the revenue 
during the year, the amount received exceeding that of any 
former equal period, and concluded with the following some- 
what significant exhortation : - 

"As one of the grand community of nations, our attention is 
irresistibly drawn to the important scenes which surround us. 
If they have exhibited an uncommon portion of calamity, it is 
the province of humanity to deplore, ancl of wisdom to avoid the 
causes which may have produced it. If, turning our eyes home- 
ward, we find reason to rejoice at the prospect which presents 
itself; if we perceive the interior of our country prosperous, free 
and happy ; if all enjoy in safety, under the protection of laws 
emanating only from the general will, the fruits of their own 
labor, we ought to fortify and cling to those institutions which 
have been the source of much real felicity, and resist with un- 
abating perseverance the progress of those dangerous innova- 
tions which may diminish their influence." 
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This picture of the state of the country was not in the least 
exaggerated. The trying crisis caused by the French revolution 
was now over, and the people were jvst beginning to feel the 
prosperity, which was about to come upon them in a flood. 
All that was needed was peace, and this was on the point of 
being secured to them. The great responsibility whicli Mr. 
Adams had assumed, was completely redeemed by the event. 
The neutrality of the country was saved. A few weeks brought 
the tidings of the success of the much denounced commission to 
France, in framing a convention. Straggling murmurs against 
the insnfficiency of its provisions from some of the malcontents 
availed nothing against the general disposition to accept it as  
a terminator of all differences. Only one important objection 
was raised to it. The second article annulled the old treaties 
containing the guarantee that had proved so troublesome, but if, 
left t.he question of indemnities on both sides for past grievances, 
as a matter to be settled a t  some more convenient time. This 
involved on the one side the question of compensation for sur- 
render of the guarantee, and on the other the indemnity for 
injuries done by the spoliations upon American commerce, clur- 
ing  the violence of the revolution. The Senate, not content to 
leave open a source of future dissensions, ratified the treaty, 
with the exception of this article, which they desired to have 
expunged, and of the substitution of a provision that i t  should 
be in force for eight years. The President accepted the rati- 
fication in this form, but not without leaving on record his 
own opinion, that the treaty was better as it originally stood. 
Further negotiations became necessary. Assent to the required 
modifications was readily obtained from Napoleon, but it was 
saddled with a little proviso the effect of which went far to 
prove the correctness of the President's opinion. It  was in 
these words: LL Provided that by this retrenchment the two 
States renounce the respective pretensions, which are the ob- 
ject of the said article." This little condition abandoned the 
rights of reclamation to the amount of twenty or thirty millions 
of dollars, for the most unjustifiable robberies of private prop- 
erty ever committed by a civilized nation. The United States 
obtained from this abandonment of the claims of some of their 
citizens a great benefit; but to this day those citizens and their 
descendants have had no reason to draw any favorable distiuc- 

50 ' L 2 
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tion between the parties abroad who originally did the wrong, 
and those a t  home who profited by sacrificing their rights, and 
who yet withhold from them even the most trifling compensa- 
tion. Very fortunately for Mr. Adams, this, the only stain which 
attaches to that negotiation, does not rest upon his garments. 

Two domestic events of note mark this session. Tlie first 
was the election of a President of the United States for the 
first time by the House of Representatives. The second was 
the passage of an act to reorganize the judicial system of the 
Union. 

In the first ease it has been already stated, that the choice 
was confined between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. 
There was not a doubt in the mind of a single member, which 
of the two the popular will intended to make the President. 
There should not have been a. doubt \\ liich should be preferred. 
Yet such is the strength of party pis tons,  when once roused, 
that no calculation of what will be done can ever be based upon 
merely abstract considerations of expediency or of right. The 
federalists controlled the voices of six States, and they nentral- 
ized two more. There were sixteen States, nine of whom were 
necessary to elect. But Mr. Jefferson had only eight in his 
favor. He therefore could not be chosen without their assent 
express or implied. It was enough that they had the power to 
change the result, for them to be tempted to use it. The com- 
bined fear and hatred of Mr. Jefferson, who seemed to many of 
them the type of destruction to every thing valuable on earth, 
perhaps not uiimingled with a hope of making terms not abso- 
lutely unfavorable to a revival of their own influence, led them, 
ils a choice of evils, to give the preference to Ah. Burr. The 
violation of the spirit of a popular election, by a perversion 
of its forms, had been already made so familiar to them by the 
sanction of Mr. Hamilton, that they were little n~oved by hi-' 
remonstrances, now that they were earnestly applied to prevent 
this to him very unwelcome result. Such is not infrequently 
the consequence of such a departure from sound principle to 
serve a temporary end. 

Mr. Hamilton was not averse to any refinement of policy 
abort of actually electing Mr. Bnrr. He wrote to Mr. Wolcott, 
that it might "be well enough to throw out a lure for him, in 
order to tempt him to start for the plate, and then lay the founda- 
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f dissension between the two chiefs.' But further than this, 
he was unwilling to go. There can be no doubt that in this 
scruple he was right,. But he could not fail to foresee that in 
case of Burr's success he could have no hope of exercising more 
control over either the chief or those who had elected him than 
he would have done under Mr. Adams. To  him Burr was 
the most formidable of all opponents, because he lived on his 
own ground, and baffled him a t  every turn. But the federalists 
being mostly from the Northern States, sympathized the more 
with Burr for that very reason. Parties rarely spend the time 
in refining. If it was allowable to '(throw out a lure to Mr. 
Burr," the step was easy to giving him a vote. Thns it hap- 
pened that the federal members took a course, success in which 
would have proved a misfortune, and wherein failure sunk them 
forever in the public esteem. Notwithstanding the election of 
Mr. Jefferson was effected a t  last by the honest scruples of some, 
and the timidity of others, who withdrew their opposition, that 
triumph gave so great an impulse to the victors, that no credit 
was ever awarded to those through whom it was attained. In 
all such political strokes, no medium is to be found between 
success and utter ruin. The great federal party which had shed 
so much lustre over the inauguration of the new government, 
which claimed ~ a s h i n g t o n  as  its solar orb, and a host of the 
best and greatest of the revolutionary heroes as its lesser lights, 
sunk in obscurity and disgrace, martyrs to the false and immoral 
maxim, that the end will sometimes justify bad means. 

It is one of the inconveniences attending the elective forms 
of the federal government,, that every fourth year must be 
wasted in the process of transition from one administration 
to another. Most especially is t>his true, when the change be- 
connls at  the same time a change of parties. The acting Pres- 
ident is then left scarcely strong enough to preserve the ordinary 
course of business. This inconvenience was most seriously 
felt by Mr. Adams. The desertion of Mr. Wolcott rendered i t  
impossible to find a person, not already in office, willing to  
occupy the post of Secretary of the Treasury for only two 
months; and what was true in that, case was equally true in 
every other, the tenure of which was subject to be terminated 

1 Hamilton to Wolcott. Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 486. 
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by the incoming President. As a consequence, .Mr. Dexter 1, as 

transferred to the treasury from the war department, whilst the 
latter was left temporarily under the same charge. There 
was, however, one class of exceptions to this rule. The feder- 
alists, who still held the power in both Houses, alarmed by the 
prospect of haviiigilh. Jefferson at the head of affairs, ;I man 
whose opinions respecting the judiciary were supposed to be 
radical in tlie extreme, determined upon carrying into effect 
the other measure of this session, already alluded to, the rcor- 
ganization of the federal courts. This had been often and 
repeatedly urged by the executive, mid was really called for by 
the changes that had taken place in the population and circum- 
stances of the country. The union of the duties of riding a 
circuit with those attached to a seat upon the supreme bench, 
whilst i t  has some advantages, has, in a wide-spread land and 
under cun~ulative litigation, objections which become more sind 
more serious with the progress of time. It  must sooner or later 
be abandoned. The new act reduced tlie mimber of justices of 
the supreme court in  future, and increased the district courts to 
twenty-three, an-augecl into six circuits to be travelled by three 
judges in each. It  was not in itself ill devised for the purposes 
intended, but it happened quite unfortunately that it established 
:i large number of offices with a life-tenure, which were to be 
filled. 

Had tlie President determined to withhold the appointments, 
ill such a manner as to give the nomination to his successor, 
a serious difficulty might have been avoided, and the irrita- 
tion, which ultimately effected the repeal of the act, prevented. 
Had he been, what the violent federalists not iufnquently i n  
their private correspondence say he ii-as, disposed to court his 
opponents, nothing would have been more easy than to have 
secured their good-will by a. simple omission to act. This 
course would have been under all circumstances the most ad- 
visable. But Mr. Adams, once eiitert:iiniiig the most friendly 
feelings toward Mr. Jefferson, had had Ilia faith in his principles 
greatly shaken in the contests of the preceding twelve years, 
and most especially in regard to his disposition towards the 
judiciary. He fully believed that the control he might obtain 
over the courts, by filling them with the extreme men amoii 
his followers, would endanger the safety of the goverumen 
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itself. He therefore viewed the power placed in his hands as  
one which it was a paramount duty to exercise, for the best 
good of the Union. The last days of the session were therefore 
spent in a laborious effort to select from the great number of 
candidates recommended, such as seemed the most capable, 
honest, and firm to fill these seats. 

It naturally followed, that members of the federal party were 
generally appointed. Mr. Jefferson resented this more than any 
other act of Mr. Adams's life. But in view of the events which 
followed his entry into office, the attack made upon the courts, 
as well as  the particular assaults upon several of its officers 
through the forms of impeachment, it may well be questioned 
whether the vehement contest on the incidental question of 
the repeal of this new law, did not prove a shelter to the general 
sys;?m, and ensure it the stability which it has enjoyed ever 
since. Almost a t  the same time happened the resignation by 
Mr. Ellsworth of his high post of Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. Sir. Adams immediately offered the place to John Jay, 
then Governor of New York ; and, up011 his declining it 011 

account of his health, he tendered it to John Marshall, his Secre- 
tary of State. These appointments excited dissatisfaction on 
both sides of him. The ultra federalists in~irmurecl a t  the 
nomination of Jay as useless, and complained that Patterson 
had been overlooked in order to reward a favorite ; the oppobi- 
tion, that the strongest opponent of their chief in Virginia had 
been set as a check over him. But looking back upon the events 
of the first half of this century, and upon the combination of 
qualities, requisite to fill that most responsible and difficult post 
in such a manner as to consolidate instead of weakening the 
Union, it is scarcely possible for the most prejudiced man to 
deny that the selection by John Adams of John Marshall to be 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States was, 
for its political consequences, second in importance only to that 
Â¥virtuall made by the same individual, twenty-five years earlier, 
of George Washington, as commander-in-chief of their armies. 

Thus terminated the official life of Mr. Adams. His Presi- 
dency had been one long and severe trial, in the course of 
which i t  was his lot to have his firmness and independence of 
spirit put to the test for the fourth time in his career, under cir- 
cumstances more appalling than ever before. For the first t ime 



598 LIFE O F  JOHN ADAMS. 

his own popularity sunk completely under the shock. He retired 
disgraced in the popular estimation, and his name became a 
by-word of odium for many years. But he had fully redeemed 
the pledge into which he entered with himself a t  the commenee- 
ment of his career, to act a fearless, intrepid, undaunted part," 
though not forgetting fi likewise to act a prudent, cautious, and 
considerate part." And never was a union of these qualities 
more exemplified than during this administration, in the course 
of which his inflexible courage had saved the neutral policy, 
and had removed the obstacles which threatened the prosperity 
of the nation a t  the moment that he took the helm. 

1 See the Diary for the 24th May, 1773, vol. ii. p. 320. 







CHAPTER XI. 

ON the 4th of March, 1801, the day upon which Mr. Jefferson 
was inaugurated President of the United States, Air. Adams 
retired from public life, after an uninterrupted course of service 
of six and twenty years, in a greater variety of trusts than fell 
to the share of any other American of his time. He had gone 
through all of them with acknowledged credit to himself and 
honor to the country, excepting the last, and in that he felt that 
by a concurrence of adverse circizmstances he was visited with 
censure which neither his motives nor his acts had merited. 
Sensitive and ardent iu his temperament, he would not wait to 
be present a t  the installation of his successor, or to exchange 
the customary forms of civility in transferring the office. I n  
this course, as not consistent with true dignity, or with the 
highest class of Christian virtue, he was perhaps wrong. I t  
certainly would have been more politic to have made profes- 
sions of confidence in Mr. Jefferson. But that was not his way, 
when he did not entertain them. He shared strongly in the 
distrust universal among the federalists, of that gentleman's 
intentions, and he believed, not without color of reason, that 
he had ac ted  somewhat disingenuously towards himself. This 
was a strong motive for declining to be present at the inaugura- 
tion, but it was not by any means the only one. Had the party 
which elected him really made him its head; had it stood 
unitedly and cordially by him-in the policy which he had felt 
i t  his duty to prefer, he believed that he should never have been 
exposed to the necessity of any such trial. But even if, in spite 
of every exertion, defeat had followed, with a united support, 
the exultation of tlie victors might have been easily endured, 
as an inevitable concomitant of the chances of the popular 
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favor. Snch had not been the case. He felt that his most bit- 
tcr enemies had been of & own household, whom he had 
offended because he would not submit to be a mere instrument 
to execute a policy, which lie could not approve. Although he 
did not even then suspect the extent to which he had been cir- 
cnmvented, lie knew enough to convince him that he had been 
a victim of treachery, and that, as such, he must, if he remained, 
be shown np before both his opponents and his friends. Many 
of his own side, who had arraigned his policy and attributed 
to it their overthrow, would draw some consolation to them- 
selves from seeing him pay any penalty, however severe, for 
having pursued it. Of these a considerable number were in the 
Senate, friends of the individual who had destroyed him. To 
them, then, as well as to Mr. Jefferson's followers he was to 
be made a spectacle, if he should stay to be a part of the 
pageant. No. His prond spirit would not endure it. He would 
not consent to enact the captive chief in the triumphant proces- 
sion of the victor to the capitol. 

But in addition to this, there were other and better reason~ 
for desiring to escape a l-mrclensome cercinonial. The state of 
his feelings a t  home was not in harmony with such a scene. 
He  had just passed through the first severe domestic affliction 
of his life. His second son, Charles, who had grown up to man- 
hood, had been married, and settled in the city of New York 
with fair prospects of success, had but a few weeks before 
breathed his last, leaving a wife and two infant children as his 
only legacy to his father's care. In a note, addressed to Mr. Jef- 
ferson, who had opened a letter relating to the matter, which had 
come by mistake to him after his accession, bnt which he trans- 
mitted unread, Mr. Adams feelingly alludes to this. " Had you 
read the papers inclosed," he said, they might have given yon 
a moment of melancholy, or, at least, of sympathy with a 
mourning father. They related wholly to  the funeral of a son. 
who was once the delight of my eyes, and a darling of inj 
heart, cut off in the flower of his days, amidst very flattcrin: 
prospects, by causes which have been the greatest grief of 11-11 
heart, and the deepcbt affliction of my life." In  the state of 
mind here described. eloomv from the combined oressure of 

d a Â¥ 

public and private evils, it surely cannot be matter for niuc 
wonder that he should resolve to avoid a situation in whic 
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his presence would be a severe trial to himself and of no com- 
pensating advantage to any one. Yet he was much censured 
for this act, a t  the time, by those who knew nothing of the 
circumstances, and who saw in i t  only a pettish sally of mor- 
tifiecl ambition. 

Upon his return to Massachusetts, the legislature, represent- 
ing a large number of the people of his own State, who for 
more than twenty years had not swerved for a moment in their 
conficlence in Mr. Adams, and who saw no reason to withdraw 
it now, adopted the following address, which was carried out 
and presented to him a t  his residence in Quincy by the presid- 
ing officers of the two Houses, attended by a numerous escort. 

' T O  JOHN ADAMS. 

"At the moment, Sir, that yo11 are descending from the ex- 
alted station of the first magistrate of the American nation, to 
mingle with the mass of your fellow-citizens, the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, your native State, embrace the occasion to pour forth 
the free-will offering of their sincere thanks for the many im- 
portant and arduous services you have rendered your country. 

In the performance of this act, the legislature have but one 
heart, and that vibrates with affection, respect, and gratitude for 
your virtues, talents, and patriotism. 

W e  conceive i t  unnecessary to detail the character of him, 
whose life from earliest manhood has been eminently devoted 
to the public good. This will be the delightful employment of 
the fait,hful and able historian. 

Our posterity will critically compare the illustrious characters 
which have elevated the condition of man, and dignified civil 
society, through the various ages of the world, and will, with 
grateful effusions and conscious pride, point to that of their 
beloved countryman. 

The period of the administration of our general government, 
under the auspices of Washington and Adams, will be consid- 
ered as among the happiest eras of time. The example of their 
integrity possesses a moral and political value, which no calcu- 
lation can reach, and will be justly estimated as a standard for 
future Presidents of the United States. 

VOL. I. 5 1 
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We receive you, Sir, with open arms, esteem and veneration ; 
confidently hoping t,hat you will possess undisturbed those 
blessings of domestic retirement, which great minds always 
appreciate and enjoy with dignity. 

W e  devoutly supplicate the Father of the Universe, that you 
may realize, while you continue on earth, all the happiness of 
which human nature is susceptible ; and when your course shall 
be finished here, that your spirit may receive the transcendent 
rewards of the just." 

The next year, his fellow-citizens in his own town of Quincy 
seized the occasion of his birthday to pay their respects to him, 
and to offer the following affectionate address : - 

SIR, - The return of this anniversary cannot fail to awaken 
in our breasts the warmest sentiments of gratitude and esteem. 
It recalls to view the many important evenis of your public 
life, events intimately connected with tliose principles and pro- 
ceedings which constitute the greatest glory of our country, and 
which will form some of the most valuable pages in the history 
of 11 a t"  ions. 

W e  hope the liberty we have taken in personally waiting 
upon yon on this occasion will not be deemed an intrusion. 
And while we offer you our respectful congratulations, we must 
beg you to be assured that this visit is the result of feeling and 
not of ceremony. 

The early and decided part wliich you took in support of the 
liberties of America; the series of patriotic and successful exer- 
tions, which distinguished yon the firm, unwavering, and able 
friend of these States; the many stations of high responsibility 
which you filled so much to the advantage of your fellow- 
citizens throughout our Revolution, gave you an honorable title 
to their veneration and love. 

But your services to your country did not end with the 
accomplishment of our Independence. Since that period, it lias 
required, aiid you have devoted to its cause, the energies of 
your comprehensive mind. Your civil administration as Pres- 
ident of the United States, a t  a crisis of peculiar difficulty and 

1 The answer to this address is printed in vol. ix. p. 236. 
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danger, warded off evils which seemed inevitable, and secured 
blessings that appeared unattainable. It vindicated the national 
honor, accommodated serious differences with two of the most 
powerful nations of Europe, and left the United States, with 
the means of a speedy extinction of the public debt, a full 
treasury, and a flourishing commerce, to cultivate the arts of 
peace. 

May these things be ever held in suitable remembrance. May 
no untoward circumstances wholly take away the fair prospect 
we have had of national prosperity and greatness. For you, 
Sir, we offer our supplications to the Sovereign of the Universe, 
that your invaluable life may be longpreserved. In any critical 
conjuncture of affairs, may your countrymen yet have the bene- 
fit of that foresight, wisdom, and experience which have so 
often availed and supported them. And when you shall finally 
be called to bid adieu to this world and its concerns, may the 
cheering words promised to the good and the faithful, hail you 
to the mansions of blessedness." 

October 30, 1802. 

But with the exception of a few manifestations of this kind, 
the seclusion into which Air. Adams was a t  once plunged, a t  
his farm in Quincy, was profound in the extreme. No more 
striking proof of it remains than his correspondence. The letters 
addressed to him in the year prior to the 4th of March, 1801, 
may be counted by thousands. Those of the next year scarcely 
number a hundred, a d  he wrote even'less than he received. A 
few old and tried friends sent kind expressions of their warm 
regard, which he acknowledged in the same spirit, but the 
crowd who had solicited favors, so long as there were any to 
grant, moved on according to immemorial usage, towards the 
newly-created fountain of supply. Such are the vicissitudes of 
statesmen, as well under the forms of republican America, as 
in the courts of kings. To  Air. Adams, however, this change 
was mobt trying as a transition from a state of the utmost intel- 
lectual activity to one of the most sluggish repose. For years 
before, he had looked forward to the event not without some 
misgivings as  to the possible effect upon his health. But now 
that a t  last it was come, he addressed himself with such courage 
as he might to the resumption of the private occupations within 
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his reach. And, first of all, he naturally looked back to the early 
fancy of his life, from which he had never been weaned by other 
avocations,' abroad or a t  home, however numerous or important. 
All the fortune he had inherited or succeeded in acquiring, had 
been invested in the lands around ---. him. -- These he set about 
cultivating and improving ; and they furnished his main support 
for the remainder of his days. At first, under the stimulus 
of the attack of Mr. Hamilton, he. devoted some time to the 
preparation of a reply; and the next year he entered upon a 
project of an extended autobiogr?pl~y ; but neither of these 
schemes retained its attraction sufficiently to reach completion. 
Although invited, in many forms, by the authorities of't,he State 
and of the neighboring town of Boston to attend upon public 
occasions, he accepted them only when it would have been 
uncivil to do otherwise. His indisposition to take part in new 
political questions was so decided, that it is scarcely likely it 
would have been ever overcome, but for one accidental circum- 
stance. He had a son, who had already entered upon a bril- 
liant public career, and whose position was rapidly becoming a 
prominent one in the contentions of the times. 

A detailed examination of the events of this period, as con- 
nected with the career of this son, is not within the scope of 
this work. They will be touched upon, therefore, only so far as 
may be necessary to explain their effect upon the situation 
of Mr. Adams during the remainder of his life. From the day 
of 3%. Jefferson's accession, the federalists, disheartened by the 
division in their own ranks, and discredited by the failure of 
the attempt to elect Mr. Burr, gave up  united exertion. Mr. 
Marshall, the representat,ive of one form of opinion, had become 
chief just,ice of the supreme court. Mr. Jay, a t  the close of his 
term of service as Governor of New York, voluntarily retired 
into private life. Upon Mr. Adams the whole odium of the 
party defeat had been concentrated by the victors, with the 
new President tit their head. No prominent man remained, 
excepting Alexander Hamilt,on, and he was considered rather as 
the type of one section than of the whole party. Yet under 
him rallied the only consicleral~le fragment that kept together 
after the great defeat. I t  was composed, in the main, of pel 
sons in New England and New York, leaning to extremes i 
opinion, and wit,h difficulty withheld from violent courses eve 
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by the dissuasive counsels of him in whom they placed most 
confidence. Yet even he appeared to be only counselling delay 
in order the more completely to reserve himself for those crises 
ill the public affairs which seemed likely to  happen," when the 
vindictive spirit of Aaron Burr, irritated by his haughty yet 
officious enmity, took advantage of an indiscreet remark made 
by him a t  a public meeting, to force him into the field of com- 
bat in which he fell. Thus it happened that in 1804 all those 
persons who could be regarded in any general sense as lieads 
of opposition to the new adn~inistration were removed from the 
scene, a t  the same time that a treaty with France was nego- 
tiated, by which the splendid acquisition of Louisiana was 
secured to the Union. Neither did the attempt to stir up  strife 
within the ranks of the victorious party avail to impair the 
authority of the new President. It fared no better in the hands 
of the disaffected Burr, meditating mysterious projects of a 
new empire in the west, than in those of John Randolph, dis- 
contented by the want of deference to his unreasonable de- 
mands. The consequence was a perfect consolidation of the 
power of the new government, the reelection of Mr. Jefferson by 
t l l ~  votes of all thc electors e~cvpting fo~irteen, and the ability 
to entail the succession to the Presidency a t  the end of his 
second term, upon the person of James Madison, his con- 
fidential friend and long-tried coadjutor. 

Under this process the federalists crumbled away until few 
traces remained of the once powerful association, south or west 
of the Hudson. The moderate men, despairing of its revival, 
either withdrew from public action altogether or permitted them- 
selves to sink into the ranks of the majority. Neither was this 
tendency altogether imperceptible in New England, where the 
federal ascendency had been the most marked, and where it yet 
maintained itself. But the withdrawal of Mr. Adams, which 
had thrown the direction of the party into the hands of that por- 
tion of i t  known to be particularly associated with Mr. Hamil- 
ton, threatened to deprive it of a considerable share of strength, 
obtained from the popular confidence reposed in his character 
and services. .Mr. Hamilton, in his exploring journey before the 

1 See his letter to Theodore Sedgwick, Hamilton's Works, vol. vi. p. 567. 
This was just before his death. Allusion is there made to a longer and more 
full exposition of his news, which may yet be in existence. 

51 * 
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election, had come to the conclusion that 
minded men " were generally in sympathy wi th  himself, those - " - "  

of the second class and the body of the people were too much 
disposed to follow Mr. Adams.' The consciousness of this had 
been the cause of the great reluctance manifested by Hamil 
ton's friends to the open hostility which he had thought i p 
proper to cle~lare.~ And after the election was decided, i t  still 
prompted an avoidance of any enlargement of the breach then 
made. The friends of the new government were too numerous 
to render it advisable to hazard the alienation of a single person 
who could be in any way induced to continue in opposition. 
Enmity to Air. Jefferson was a common bond still to be relied 
on to keep together those who might entertain few other sen 
timents in unison. Hence, bitterly as they continued to fee I 
towards the person who had rejected their advice, and whom, 
for that reason, they had sought in secret to destroy, the 
" strong-minded men " deemed it expedient to avoid every occa- 
sion for pushing further the differences that hacl already taken 
place.3 

So far as John Adams was concerned, no motive remained to 
do so. He had determined upon absolute retirement from pub- 
lic life and sill its concerns, and hacl declared this intention in 
his reply to the address of the Massachusetts legislature? But. 
there yet remained a representative of him in the field whose 
position and influence it was not easy to disregard, or prudent 
to overlook. Mr. Adams's eldest son, John Quincy Adams, 
the companion of his voyages, and of his European life, after 
eight years of creditable service in diplomatic stations abroad, 
which had removed him from all the scenes of contentious 
politics a t  home, had returned to Massachusetts, with a r c p u t a m  
tion for abilities, character, and learning exceeded by that of no - 
one of his generation in the commonwealth. The claims o 
such a man upon the popular confidence, it was dangerous t 

1 A. Hamilton to Carroll. Work's of A. Hamilton, vol. vi. p. 446. 
2 "  There are three parties in the United States." So said Mr. 

3 "  W e  must keep united, and keep the public with us." 

18110, and the observation is worth remembering throughout 
aince 1789. 

Fisher Ames's Works, vol. i. p. 291. 
4 Some of the federalists appear to have apprehended a different intention. 

Ihirl. 
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neglect. Yet i t  is not possible to imagine that those persons 
who had been engaged in the clandestine movements to be- 
tray the father, even to the limited extent as yet laid open 
to the public eye, could be likely to entertain much cordiality 
in advancing the son. For they could scarcely fail to impute 
to him some share of filial indignation for the manner in which 
he knew that his father had been treat,ed. Yet in the ardor 
of their hostility to Mr. Jefferson, they were ready to overlook 
a great deal. Besides, the alienation of Mr. Adams might be 
more dangerous to their ascendency than an attempt to crn- 
ciliate him by a show of confidence. So  t,hey acquiesced in 
a policy of union, which, whilst it conceded a certain share 
of support to him, might secure in return a union of the more 
moderate men upon persons holding opinions like their own. 
It was in this spirit that Mr. Adams was brought forward in 
the autumn of 1802 as a candidate for a seat in the House of 
Representatives, in the Boston District, whilst Colonel Picker- 
ing, the most vehement of his father's enemies, was presented 
i n  the same way to the county of Essex. Such coalitions are 
seldom hearty, especially a t  first. This one did not prove so. 
The people appeared indifferent, and neither candidate was 
chosen. Mr. Adams failed by less than sixty, Colonel Pieker- 
ing by about a hundred votes. 

But though defeated here, an opportunity very soon occurred 
when the same policy of equivalents could be carried out 
more successfully in another form. Two vacancies occurred 
at once in the Senate of the United States. The two branches 
of the Legislature which were to fill them contained a great 
number of intermediate men. An attempt to push Colonel 
Piekering through proved unsuccessful, and a perseverance in 
it threatened to be followed by the election of an opponent. 
Under these circumst,ances recourse was had to Mr. Adamst 
t,hen himself a member of the State Senate, and understood 
not to be manageable, as a party man. By assenting t,o his 
election to one of the places, a way was made for the attain- 

1 Mr. Arnes's testimony on this point is decisive. " They say also Mr. Adams 
is too unmanageable. Yet he is chosen Senator to congress in consequence of a 
caucus compact, that if Colonel Pickeringshould not 
then the federalists would combine and vote for J. Q. 
accordingly." Works of Fisher Ames, vol. 1. p. 321. 
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ment of the other by Colonel Pickering. The consequence was 
the election of the two to sit as colleagues representing Massa- 
chusetts in the federal Senate. A more incongruous mixture 
could scarcely be conceived. It  wab plain that the smouldering 
fires had been covered for the moment, only to kindle into a 
fiercer conflagration upon occasion of the first conflict of opinion 
which might spring out of the disturbed condition of public 
a a i r s .  

Neither was that occasion long wanting. So long as RIr. 
Jefferson's domestic policy was in question, and the effort to 
break down the judiciary, first, by the repeal of the organic l : ~  
of 1801, and afterwards by the successive impeachments of 
judges, was continued, there was no risk of a division. But 
when the country became involved in new difficulties from the 
warfare waged among the European powers, the course to be 
pursued was not so clear. The place in which the injury was 
most felt was upon the high seas, and those who suffered 
were the eastern commercial States carryingoon a profitable 
neutral trade. The temper of the belligerents had not been 
softened by the peace of Amiens, and the resumption of arms 
became the signal for a course of retaliatory warfare unex- 
ampled in any former contest. To  America this was hurtful, 
as  a neutral power having rights of trade with each side 
which were too often disregarded by the other. But of the 
two t h ~ a c t i o n  of Great Britain was by far the most irritating, - 

because her maritime supremacy came the most directly into - - 
collision withAmerican commerce. Her revival of the rule 
~p . - ~. 

of '56, for t,he express object of cutting off a profitable neutral 
trade with the colonies of her enemy, occasioned thc capture 
and condemnation of many vessels. 

Yet unpleasant as  were the relations made by these events 
they would scarcely have caused a breach, had they not been 
followed up by the claim of a right to search American national 
ships for deserters, and to seize any persons who might be de- 
signated as British-born subjects. It was the case of the frigate 
Chesapeake -. -- boarded by the officers of The Leopard, who took 
out of her, in a most arrogant and insulting manner, four of - - 
her men, which justly routed the indignation of the people of 
the United States. At this dav, it is difficult to understand " .  
how there could have been a moment's difference of opinion 01 
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the necessity of resenting so insolent an assumption. Yet the 
fact cannot be controverted that the disposition to do i t  was 
much less strongin the commercial region, the citizens of which 
were immediately liable to suffer from it, than in the purely 
agricultural sections of the interior. There were even found 
leading men disposed to excuse, if not to defend, the preten- 
sions of Great Britain. The times were not favorable to the 
decision of any point of public policy solely upon its merits. 
The violent opponents of Air. Jefferson were disposed to see in 
every act of his towards England a disposition to play into 
the hands of Napoleon, then believed by them to be meditating 
the subjection of the world; whilst, on the other hand, these 
suspicions were met with a counter belief that those who 
were willing to overlook such aggressions secretly meditated a 
betrayal of their country to the dominion of their ancient step- 
mother. In times of alarm, party passions thrive on extremes 
of opinion. The hatred thus engendered is never satisfied with 
less than the reciprocal imputation of crime. If Air. Jefferson 
and his counsellors were on the one side said to be sold to  
France, on the other, Colonel Pickering and his coadjutors of 
the Essex junto, were set down as in secret conspiracy with the 
British ministry. 

In the midst of the turmoil John - Adams - .. . - anLhis-son occ~lpied 
a difficult position. Although by no means satisfied with the - ~- 
general coldness of Sir. Jefferson towards the commercial 
States, they were not so far carried away by their feelings as  
to overlook the supercilio~~sness of Great Britain. They had 
known i t  by personal experience in its most offensive shapes, 
and they felt that submission to i t  in any form was not the 
most likely way to put an end to it for the future. Hence 
i t  happened that upon the occurrence of the outrage on The 
Chesapeake both of them hesitated not a moment in express- 
ing their indignation, and their earnest wishes for measures of 
redress. Finding the federalists with whom he was connected 
unprepared to listen to his suggestions of immediate action, 
John Quincy Adams determined to signify his own opinion a t  

-- ~- . 

allgvenk. He . - therefore - - .. attended . thepublic meeting called in 
Boston to -- that end. It was not cared as a party meeting ; but 
his presence among those generally ranked as opponents who 
naturally constituted the greater part, was no sooner perceived, 

M 2  
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than by general acclamation he was summoned to take pan in 
the deliberations. The resolutions were confined to the object 
for which the meeting was called; yet the act of Ah". Adams 
WEIS construed amoiig the federalists as ominous of the division 
which soon afterwards fell out. 

It is not necessary to go into this history further than it may 
show the influence which i t  had over the action of the subject of 
this narrative. It is sufficient to this purpose to say that among 
other measures occasioned by the attack oil The Clies>;ipeake, 
was a proclamation issued by Mr. Jefferson, interdicting British 
armedvcssels from entering the harbors of the United States. - 
The British ministry on their part, conscious of the indignity 
which had been committed by the rashness of their officer, be- 
trayed anxiety to atone for it rather as  an exceptional act of 
incivility, than by disclaiming the right of search itself. In 
this spirit, whilst they determined upon sending a special minis- 
ter to make negotiations and explanations confined to that 
single outrage, they accompanied the act by issuing the king's 
proclamation, recalling all British seamen from service under 
the flags of foreign nations, which was followed by other meas- 
ures of hostility to the neutral trade of America by no means 
calculated to promote reconciliation. Colonel Pickering, how- - 
ever, viewing the policy of the administration as one designed 
to  precipitate a war with Great Brit:iiu, drew up a paper 
expressive of his views upon the questions in dispute between 
the two governments, in the course of which he was carried 
so far as to palliate, if not directly to defend, the claim made 
in the king's proclamation. This paper roused the indignation 
of John Adams, - and for the first time since his retirement, lie 
broke silence by publishing a n  examiimtion of the grounds of 
the pretension. This paper is inserted in the ninth volume 
of the present work. Thus, in conjunction with a more general 
reply to Piclicring drawn up a t  the same time by his son, a new 
issue between the parties was formed, :m issue which snbse- 
qnent events widened into a perfect - -. breach, presenting on the 
one side all of the federalists who had been dissatisfied with 
his administration driven to extremes in opposition, and on the 
other the whole weight of Sir. Adams's authority thrown on the 
side of Mr. Jefferson and the most vehement of his ancient 
enemies. 
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Had Great Britain been actuated during this period by a 
tithe of the conciliatory temper which has been manifested in 
lier relations with the United States of late years, i t  cannot 
admit of a donbt that the difficulties which lcd to the war of 
1812 might have been removed; but her ministers and people 
yet smarting under the recollection of the failure to uphold her 
sovereignty in America, instinctively shrunk from every conces- 
sion to men whom they still regarded too much in the light of 
successful rebels. Still impressed with the exclusive conlmercial 
notions of the preceding century, they saw with a jealousy little 
disguised, the plenteous returns flowing into the coffers of 
their old subjects from a fortunate neutrality in the wars which 
were bearingthem down ; and they lost no opportunity so to 
apply the harshest principles of national law as to seize as much 
as they could of this abundance for their own benefit. Nego- 
tiations carried on whilst such a spirit prevailed, could end in 
nothing valuable. Napoleon had,early in his career, learned the 
lesson how uncertain a science is that diplomacy which rests its 
expectations only upon the supposed interests of peoples or 
governments- The passions form the great elements of calcula- 
tion, a t  the same time that they defy all human sagacity.' This 
remark was never more true than during the long series of 
events, dating from the French revolution, in which he himself 
played the chief part. The evidences of i t  are thickly strewed 
along the course of these times, in the shape either of orders in 
council, paper blockades, and imperial decrees, or in the more 
bloody yet quite as profitless butcheries of the Nile, Trafalgar, 
and Copenhagen, of Ansterlitz, Jena, Borodino, and Waterloo. 
A conciliatory spirit, guided by a benevolent regard for the wel- 
fare of millions of the race, would have saved all these horrors 
in a day;  but the delirium of the sovereigns of these times 
proved the truth of the poet's verses on a scale in com.parison 
with which the sufferings of the Greeks which he lamented were 
but as solitary accidents. . 

And in this wanton strife Great Britain was not slow to take 
her part. Instead of forbearance and moderation, her tone was 
domineering and her temper savage; and nowhere was this 
more sensiblyfelt than in the bearing of her naval officers on the 

1 Mimoires flu Roi Joseph, tome 1, p. 68. 
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high seas, from the admiral of the red down to the cabin boy. 
Furthermore, among all tlie foreign nations with which they had 
to deal, none were so much exposed to this harsh treatment a s  
Americans. The temper of the old king had engrafted itself 
up011 the feelings of the aristocracy, and what is their temper 
will be sure to crop out in the official tone of tlie army and the 
navy. Under this trial the administration of Mr. Jefferson was 
doomed the more severely to  suffer from the fact that the im- 
pressioii as to his leanings to  France had become general in 
England. T o  reproach him a t  this day for resenting these 
manifestations of ill-will with too much violcncc, wonld be 
wide of the truth. The error, if any was committed, was of an 
opposite kind, in carrying forbearance to  the point of timidity. 
If fault there was, it was in half-way contrivances which proved 
weak and inefficacious a t  a moment when helplessness injured 
Americans more than the power did which insulted them ; but 
embargo and noii-intercourse were, under the circumstances in 
which the people had chosen to put themselves, the only alter- 
native. Mr. Adams, as  well in his earliest labors in  the revolu- 
tioiiary struggle, as in his later appeals to the pride of his 
countrymen duringthc difficulties with France, had ever urged 
the establishment of a naval force a t  least adequate to defend 
the seaboard and to protect the national commerce on the, 
ocean; and, during his administration, the foundation of such 
a power had been so well laid, that, with a moderate and grad- 
ual development, i t  would by this time have been strong enough 
to do essential service. But this was one portion of his policy 
which had been the most beverely denounced by his opponents. 
So  that when Mr. Jefferson was elevated in his place, it was laid 
aside as having caused a wasteful expenditure of the public 
money. The statesmanship of self-protection was dwarfed into 
an economical array of Lilliputian pin-boats, and the com- 
mercial marine was left to shift for itself if pushed out to sea, 
or to rot a t  tlie wharves if kept a t  home. Confined to this 
alternative, it was certainly less mortifying to preserve the char- 
acter of tlie country by a voluntary secession from the Ocean, 
than passively to suffer every thingecalling itself American to 
become a prey to the raging passions of the European bel- 
ligerents; and either was better than the suggestion, which was 
whispered in some quarters, if not openly favored, of subinis- 
pion to the British prctetisions. 
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To the possibility of such a step as this last, J. Q. Adams, 
not less than his father, was most resolutely opposed. Their 
joint experience had produced no clearer lesson than this, that 
Great Britain seldom respected the rights of any nation on the 
sea, whose power did not make itself feared. The tone of 
George Canning had not been such as to inspire much con- 
fidence in any immediate change of her old habits. So they 
declared themselves on the side of the government in maintain- 
ing, a t  all events, the rights of America. From this moment 
they were no longer ranked among the remnants of the federal 
party. The consequences were soon important to them. The 
opposition to the federal government in Massachusetts, greatly 
fortified by the severe pressure upon the community of its anti- 
commercial measures, determined to anticipate the customary 
period of election of a new senator, in order the more sig- 
nificantly to mark the withdrawal of their confidence from the 
incumbent. 

These particulars, which will find space for fuller develop- 
ment in the biography of the son, are here alluded to for the pur- 
pose only of tracing the progress of the irritations which ended 
in reviving the controversies of an earlier time. Some of the 
more violent federalists, not confining themselves to the topics 
before them, and provoked by the interposition of Mr. Adams 
in support of an administration which they abhorred, strove to 

--- 
impair whatever influence might remain to him, by a recurrence 
to the charges contained in Mr. Hamilton's pamphlet. Such is 
party warfare, from the ferocity of which no man who seeks 
strongly to affect public opinion, in times of agitation in a free 
country, can ever hope to be exempt. In the day of it, Mr. 
Adams had collected the materials for a replication to that 
attack, but partly from his own indifference to perfecting any 
literary labor, partly in consequence of the fate of his assailant, 
and perhaps from the fruitless nature of the contest, he suffered 
them to lie unused, until they had ceased to attract his atten- 
tion. The stimulus of this assault now roused him to look 
them up. It so happened that the columns of a newspaper 
in Boston, then seeking to extend its circulation, were freely 
offered to him by the proprietors. This informal mode of 
publication was peculiarly tempting to him, as  it released him 
from the necessity, always burdensome, of methodizing and 

VOL. I. 52 
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polishing his composition. At first lie proposed to confine 
himself simply to a defence of the mission to France, which 
constituted the gravamen of Mr. Hanlilton's attack; but once a 

engaged in the review of his past life, he enlarged his plan, 
until it extendeditself to the publication of a large part of his 
most valuable papers. These labors were continued from time 
to time for the space of three years. A portion, embracing pcr- 
haps two thirds of the communicat~ions, was collected, and 
published in numbers, which make together an octavo volume, 
entitled, Correspondence of the late President Adains, origi- 
nally published in the Boston Patriot,in a series of Lett~1.e" 
This book is now veryZrely to  be met with. 

No more unfortunate time for the attainment of the object 
which the writer had in view could have been selected. He 
had borne with injustice and misrepresent.ation so long, without 
defending himself, that it would have been wise to let them 
take their course, a t  least for the remaillder of his life, and to 
reserve himself, by a calm and careful preparation of his p:iperri 
for a more impartial age, to establish the truth. There can be 
no question that the most unfavorable moment to gain prose- 
lytes, even to t,he most convincing argument,~, is when the , 

person attempting it,, himself under great momentary irrita- 
tion, is addressing persons who are listening under still more. 
Especially is this the case when the subject discussed ha? 
any bearing whatever upon immediate interests, on which the 
whole community has divided into parties. But Mr. Adams 
suffered himself to be so much censured, wit,hout reply, as t,o 
make him begin to doubt of any future reversal of the verdict, 
unless he should interfere a t  once and plead hi: own cause. 
To  this opinion he was the more impelled by a fear that i f  
he should prepare his papers for posthumous publication, some 
unlooked for accident or domestic vicissitude might, sifter all, 
intervene to disperse or to  destroy them before they could ever 
reach the public. A singular mishap of this sort had occurred 
under his immediate observation, i n  the case of Samuel Adams, 
and still another, of a different kind, in that of Dr. Franklin. 
He therefore determined, a t  all hazards, to proceed. The con- 
sequence was a perpetuation of his most important documents. 
it is true, but under circumstances most adverse to any bene- 
ficial effect, either to history or to his own reputation. Scattered 
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through the pages of a newspaper of very limited circulation, 
during three years, without order in the arrangement, and with 
most unfortunate typography, the papers might, indeed, be. dc- 
scribed as safe, but it was the safety of a treasure which an 
individual buries in the ground in his lifetime, and leaves to  
some straggler of a distant age, perchance to hit the s-+ - 
where i t  may with labor be brought to light. 

It is owing to  the defects enumerated that no attempt has 
been made to reproduce this publication in its original form in 
the present work. That part of i t  which relates to the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Murray, although marked by too much asperity 
towards Mr. Hamilton and his other opponents, is yet in itself 
so complete an exposition of his own view of that measure, 
that it has been transferred entire. From the remainder, such 
extracts have becn taken as help in  any way to elucidate the 
documents to which they refer, whilst those documents them- 
selves have been arranged on a more methodical and com- 
prehensive plan. In this way i t  is believed that nearly, if not 
quite all of material importance in that publication has been 
incorporated into this. The form itself is of little value. T h e  
task of authorship was always irksome to Air. Adams. He -- - 
seldom assumed it excepting upon the spur of some imme- 
diate impulse, and he never carried his labors further than the 
preparation of the manuscript. The consequence is that he 
suffered even more than writers commonly do from the careless 
typography of the newspapers in that day. 

The accession of Mr. Madison to the Presidency, a result 
which Mr. Jefferson much favored, was the signal of a division 
among the friends of government, and of a more conciliatory 
policy towards the moderate federalists. The latter had been 
already manifested in the appointment of William Pinkney, of 
Maryland, to a special duty, and afterwards to the permanent 
mission in Great Britain. The policy might have becn carried 
even to the restoration of p o d  feelings a t  home and of more 
friendly relations with ~ng-land, but for the interference of a 
portion of the Senate in dictating to the new President the 
person he should make Secretary of State. I t  did, however, 
extend to the appointment of John Quincy Adams t o  be the 
first accredited minister of <hecountry a t  the court of St. 
Peterbbnrg. His father naturally viewed this act as  a relaxa- 
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tion, the first he had experienced since the accession of Mr. 
Jefferson, of the harshness manifested towards himself by the 
party in power. The same event embittered the hostility of 
his federal opponents, who had now, for the first time, gained 
an exclusive ascendency in Massachusetts. This state of things 
opened the ~ v a y  to a restoration of friendly feelings \~~ithJ&. 
Jefferson, who wasnow out  of power, like himself, with nothing 
left  to overcome the natural dictates of his heart. The inter- 
position through which it was reached, was t,hat of a common 
friend, Dr. Benjamin Rush, of Philadelphia, whose voluntary 
services smoothed away all the obstacles formed by the long 
estrangement. Some explanation of their nature will not he 

^ out of place. 
The character of Thomas Jefferson presents onc of the most 

difficult studies to be met with by the historian of these times. -- - - .-a - 
At once an object of t,he most exalted eulogy among those who 
made him their political chief, and of the bitterest execrations of 
his opponents, i t  is not very easy, between the two, t,o trace the 
lines which truth and justice alike demand. As an original 
thinker, there can be little doubt of his claim to stand in the 
first rank among American statesmen. His, too, was the faculty. 
given to few, of lead,ing the many,'by impressing their mind, 
with happily concentrated propositions. More ardent in his 
imagination than his affections, he did n@ alyays . speak ~. exactly . .  .. 

1 e h e  -- felt to~vards .- either friends or enemies. As a consequence, 
he has left hanging over a par t  o fh i spub l i c  life a vaporof  - . -- 
duplicity, or, to say the least, of indirection, the presence of -- . 
"which is generally felt more than i t  is seen. Sometimes, in 
deed, when his passions become roused by personal rivalry, i i  
sho~vs i t se l f&r lc l~~~~ough.  Cautioi~s, but not discreet, saga- 
cious, though not always wise, impulsive, but not open, his 
letters, as printed since his death, have scarcely maintained for 
him the character he enjoyed among his followers whilst living. 
The most obvious deficiency -. is - the - absence of repose in mind, 
and of consistency in heart. The great lead he early took in - - 
the Revolution naturally brought him in frequent relations with 
Mr. Adams, generally friendly, though, considering t h e  striking 
discordance of their characteristic traits, they could never have 
. - . - . . . 

been intimate, but sometimes hostile. The first instance took 
place during t,he perilous days of 1775, when both were enlisted 
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with ardor in the work of pushing the country forward to Inde- 
pendence. Here was a common opponent and a common 
interest. The fields of labor only were diverse. Mr. Adams, 
the eldest in public life as well as in years, careless of external 
fame as a writer, preferred the natural channel to his iinpet- 
uosity supplied by the unrestrained freedom of debate within 
the walls of congress, whilst Air. Jefferson, avoiding that arena 
of conflicting opinions, chose rather the course which +ave full 
play to the happy facility of his written word. Never was theie 
a more f o r t u n a t ~ c o ~ b i ~ a t i o n t o  advance a great object. Mr. 
 dams hewed out the road, vigorously but roughly, may be, 
for the pioneers, whilst Air. Jeff'erson smoothed and widened 
i t  for the. nation to fol low and each felt the value of the 
other in the common task. Here they separated, Air. Jefferson 
to do other duty in his native State, Air. Adams presently to 
cross the water. The next time they met was many years 
later, in Europe, when AIr. Adams had become the representa- 
tive of his disenthralled countrymen a t  -the court of their former 
sovereign, and Mr. Jefferson filled the same position in the pres- 
ence of the monarch of France. The duty imposed upon the 
two by congress to open negotiations of commercial treaties 
with all the powers of Europe once more entailed an intimacy 
and frequent correspondence, which there was nothing to  prevent 
from growing into friendship. Mr. Jefferson, in a letter to Mr. 
Madison, recorded the impression he had of Mr. Adams a t  this 
time, which gives him much lesi credit for penetration than he 
deserved, whilst it does full justice to his nobler qualities.' 
Mr. Adams, on his side, measured Mr. Jefferson with even more - - 
friendly eyes,and, if lie was aware of any qualifications, gave 
no utterance to them. An interchange of visits and frequent - 
civilities, so long as they remained in Europe, continued to 
preserve their social relations upon the liindest footing. 

During this period no incidents occurred to draw out the 
lurking contrasts of their-cl~aractz  But bcarcely was the con- 
stitution adopted, and the two were called to fill stations only 
one grade beneath the first, when events took place which had 
the effect of setting them in opposition to each other. They 
not only clashed in opinions, but became the types of opposing 

1 Washington's edition of Jefferson's Writings, vol. ii. p. 107. 
52' 
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b ones before the world. The great cause of this change wao 
the breaking out of the French Revolution. Mr. Jefferson 
hailed it as the harbinger of a new day on earth, whilst Mr. 
Adams saw in i t  only the image of a ship in a tempest without 
helm or anchor. But this difference of sentiment would not of 
itself have sufficed to disturb the private feelings of the partie 

I had i t  not been for -- an instance of the - dyplicity already re fer rep  
to, which gave a shock to Mr. Adams's confidence such as 11 

did not for a long t imeget  over. The facts were these. 
- .- - 
ingtthe spring of the year 1791, the United States Gazette 01' 

Philadelphia had been publishing, in numbers, summary o. 
Davila's work on the Civil Wars of France, with commeiitariei 
which were well understood, though not expressly acknowl 
edged, to be from the pen of Mr. Adams, Not unaware of the 

i 
imputed origin, and much disturbed a t  what he thought the 
pernicious tendency, Mr. Jefferson welcomed, with great satii 
i'iiction, the arrival, from the other side of the Atlantic, ^ Thomas Paine's pamphlet on the Rights of Man, and approve 
tlie project of republishing i t  in America as an antidote to their 
poison. Wishing to express his thanks for the use of an Eng- 
lish copy, which had been lent to him to  read, he was impelled 
t,o add, in his note, the reasons why he rejoiced that the work 
was about to be reprinted. Prominent among these was an 
allusion to the heresies upon Davila. That Mr. Jefferson had 
not the remotest idea his note would ever be seen by the public, 
cannot admit of a doubt. Great,, then, was his consternation, 
when he found i t  paraded a t  large, with his name attached, as  
a prefix to recommend the pamphlet publication. 

This incident attracted much attention in Philadelphia, where 
i t  was regarded as an indecorous attack intentionally made by 
one high officer of the government against another. - Pressed . . . . - . . 

by this exposure, which imputed to him far more than he prob- 
ably meant, he endeavored to escape from it by volunteering 
iin explanation directly to Mr. Adams. This bronght from the 
Litter, then a t  home in Quiiicy, a frank reply, wliich, in its tnrii, 
elicited a rejoinder, explicitly disi~vowing izny intention, by the 
t r r i~)?  of the unlucky note, to allude to Mr. Adilms or any of - - 
Ilis writings. With this explanation, Mr. Adams professed 
himself satisfied. Unfortunately, however, for Mr. Jefl'erson, a 

I privat,e letter of his, addressed to  General Washington at the 
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very time, has been published, in which he expressly says that - -- 
he did mean, in 1;s note, to allude to the Discourses qn Davila. 
From this contradiction there seems no outlet of escape. I t  is 
not a pleasant task to allude to it, neither would it be neces- 
sary, were i t  not essential to show that if Mr. Adams did not 
easily relinquish the suspicions, which Mr. Jefferson describes 
him as too liable a t  all times to entertain, the facts prove that 
he was not without abundant justification? 

Indeed, it can scarcely be denied that the publication of Mr. 
,Jefferson's letters since his death, has fixed rather than relieved 
this shade upon-his character. It is, however, much confined 
within the period between 1790 and 1801. Whilst, on the 
one side, he is professing a profound respect and attachment 
to General Washington, on the other, he is commuuicaling 
privately to Philip Mazzei in Europe the most significant insin- 
uations of - - -  the political apostasy of that chief. So bite broader 
private charges made against Mr. Adams, implying danger to 
the republican institutions of the country from his devotion to 
the British theory of government, are not easily reconciled with 
his self-gratulation when assuming the Vice-President's chair, 
that the reins of government had not fallen into his hands, 
but rested rather with Mr. Adams. If he conscientiously be- 
lieved one half of what he has left on record, respecting the 
doctrines of the latter, then he should have regarded his own 
failure of an election and Mr. Adams's success as  serious public 
calamities. Neither was the earnest anxiety shown to suppress 1 
all publication of his private correspondence, much relieved by 
the accidental exposure, from time to time, of the pecuniary 
assistance he had rendered to the most profligate and unworthy -- 
calumniators of his opponents. It is no part of the design of 
this work unnecessarily to dwell on these unpleasant topics. 
But  they are material to explain the motives of Mr. Adams's 
course, and the causes - of his withdrawal of confidence from Mr. 
Jefferson a t  the close of h i s  administration. - He then f u l l y  
believed him to be a false and dangerous man ; and, so heliev- 
ing, heac ted  up t o h i s  conviction. The refusal to give any 
assurances as to his future course, was what determined Mr. 
Adams to take the extraordinary step of filling all the vacant 

1 See the Letters, as printed in this work, vol. viii. pp. 504-51 1. 
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places under the revised judicial system before his accession. 
On the other hand, this proceeding very naturally offended Mr. 
Jefferson. Indeed, i t  was a stretch of authority of that sort 
which can be too easily twisted to  the justification of the very 
abuses it is designed to prevent, ever to be a safe measure in 
popular governments. And the result of this example is not 
without use as an illustration. 

But. no sooner is the conflict over, and Mr. Jefferson fully 
established in power, without risk of further rivalry with his -- 
opponent, than t,he shades of his character begin to disappear, 
and his better nature again struggles for the mastery. He  has 
left on record the fact that he desired to confer on Mr. Adams the 
most lucrative post in New England, a step the inconsistency of 
which with the professions on which they came into power, his 
friends in that quarter seem to have felt much more keenly than  
he. He further states that he was deterred from prosecuting 
his wish by the suggestion that the advance would not be well 
received. Perhaps in this he was right ; but the public manifes- 
tation of any such confidence would have done no disservice to 
his own character for magnanimity, however coldly i t  might 
have been met, whilst i t  would have greatly served to shield Mr. 
Adams from the ferocious and unsparing denunciations which 
his partisans,during his administration, were in the habit of 
pouring out upon him. And all of them were carried on, so far 
as the public could see, without the smallest effort on his part a t  
counteraction. So  little was Mr. Adams in the way of suspect- 
ing the existence of any good-will, that a trifling incident which 
occurred in Massachusetts was well calculated to impress him 
with a notion of the prevalence of quite an opposite spirit. 
The number of commissioners - of bankruptcy - was diminished by 
the repeal of the judiciary law in such a manner as to  render it 
necessary to deprive some of the incumbents of their places. 
John Quincy Adams had received his appointment from the 
district judge under the law. He  was now selected for removal 
tinder the authority vested in the president, although others, 
not a whit more in political sympathy, were retained. In  the 
absence of all explanations, and none were offered, but one 
construction could be put upon such a proceeding. Yet Mr. 
Jefferson -- was not probably - intending - any such petty hostility 
as  this impl ied .  The prejudices which he had succeeded in 



rousing among his followers, especially in New England, prob- 
ably exceeded his power to control. Butlthe act had its natural 
effz^t on Mr. Adams. Hence, when Mr. Jefferson endeavored 
to revive his ancient relations with him through an opening 
casually furnished by Airs. Adams, his effort metwith a colder - 
reception than it deserved. The estrangement continued corn- 
plete until after Mr. Jefferson's retirement had released him fiom 
his obligations to his partisans. On the other hand, the same 
event rescued the motives of Mr. Adams from all liability of 
misapprehension. It then needed only the intervention of some 
common friend like Dr. Rush, to bring the two once more into 
kindly relations. The bitterness of party warfare, which had 
prompted them to be mutually unjust, gradually softened away, 
and during the remainder of their lives, though they nexr_again- 
met face to face, they kept up a correspondence by letters upon 

1 
indifferent topics of literature, theology, aud general politics, 
which will probably retain a permanent interest with posterity. 

Thus passed the life of Air .  Adams in peaceful retirement, for 
many years. His correspondence began to grow upon him, and 
he divided his time between reading on a more extensive scale 
than ever, and wr i t ing to  h i s  numerous friends. He devoted - 
himself to a very elaborate examination of the religion of all 
ages and nations, the resultsof which he committed to paper in 
a desultory manner. The issue of it was the formation of his 
theological opinions very much in the mould adopted by the 
Unitarians of New England. Rejecting, with the independent 
spirit which in early life had driven him from the ministry, 
the prominent doctrines of Calvinism, the trinity, the atone- 
ment, and election, he was content to settle down upon the 
Sermon on the Mount as a perfect code presented to man by a 
more than mortal teacher. Further he declined to analyze the 
mysterious nature of his mission. In this faith he lived with 
uninterrupted serenity, and in it he died with perfect resigna- 
tion. 

The termination of the war with Great Britain by the signa- 
ture of the treaty of Ghent, closed the disputes connected with 
European politics, which had raged with greater or less fury 
for nearly a quarter of a century. Air. Adams, as a leading 
actor, had shared largely in the, bitterness of the strife. He had 
been made the object of the most fierce and unrelenting attacks 



from opposite quarters, and had in his turn been impelled to 
say and to write much of his opponents which a calm review 
would scarcely venture to defend. All this contention ceased 
with the return of peace. The fragment of the ultra-federal 
party, which had been revived into importance in New England 
and New York by the unpopularity of the war, and which with 
singular rashness had staked every thing upon the most intem- 
perate opposition to  the course of Mr. Madison, perished under 
the reaction that followed. Mr. Monroe was elevated to the 
Presidency without a struggle ; and he immediately organized 
au administration which went into office upheld by the full 
confidence of the country. Of this administration, John Quincy 
Adams was the member to whom the department of foreign 
affairs was assigned; and the selection was ratified by a general 
expression of pod-will in New England. This revolution was 
felt by his father in a greatly increased manifestation of the 
popular regard towards himself. From this time to the end 
of his life the traces of an ever-growing reaction are visible 
in  the extension of his correspondence, which, in spite of his 
seclusion from public affairs, became almost as large as i t  had 
been when lie had numerous offices to bestow. Not a shadow 
now remained 011 this score to disturb the natural serenity of 
his mind. It is highly honorable to Mr. Jefferson, that his 
active and unsolicited testimony, generously given to the value 
of the public services of his ancient opponent, and extensively 
spread among the large class over whose minds his authority 
was yet unbounded, had a great effect in accelerating this 
change. It was a cheering consolation to the declining days 
of the old statesman, whose integrity not even his most bitter 
enemies had ever really disputed, the prospect of losing which 
had a t  an earlier moment filled his mind with anxiety and 
gloom. 

So entirely had party strife disappeared upon the second el 
tion of Mr. Monroe, that no division took place i n  t,he popular 
votes in the several States. In Massachusett,~, .Mr. Adams was 
placed on the list of electors and was chosen without opposi- 
tion. He was made President of the College, and gave his 
vote for James Monroe as President and Daniel D. Tompki 
as  Vice-Presidunt. With a single except,ion in New Hampsh 
prompted by personal regard for John Quincy 
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electors were unanimous ; the first instance since Washington 
went out of office, and not improbably the last that may occur 
in the American annals. 

Shortly after the joyful event of the return of his son from his 
. . 

-eight years' absence in the diplomatic service of the count,ry, 
Mr. Adams was destined to meet with tlie severest affliction 
that had ever yet befallen him. His wife, who had gone through 
the vicissitudes of more than half a century in his company ; who 
had sympathized with him in all his highest aspirations, and had 
cheered him in his greatest trials ; who had faithfully preserved 
his worldly interests, when he was unable to be present to 
guard them himself; who had enlivened his home and had 
shared Ilia joys and his pains alike, was taken ill with a typhus 
fever, in the autumn of 1818, and died on the 28th of October. 
-. - -. - 

He was a t  this time eighty-three years of age, and of course 
had little reason to expect long to survive her; but to him her 
loss was a perpetually recurring evil ; for she had been the stay 
of his household. Her character had adapted itself to his in 
such a manner as to improve the good qualities of both, so that 
her loss threw over his manner ever afterwards, a tin" of sad- 
ness not natural to him ; and the sprightly humor, which made 
so agreeable a part of the letters addressed to her hi her life- 
time, as i t  did of his daily conversation, ceased in a degree to 
appear. 

He now began to  indulge in the latest privilege of old ag?. 
He  recurred to tlie various events of his life, and sought to 
compare his remembrance of them with that of the few contem- 
poraries who yet survived. Many facts of importance seemed 
to him in danger of being forgotten, and the services of some 
individuals entirely overlooked. What  especially stirred him 
was the publication of Air. Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, because - - - 
it seemed to claim the merit of originating resistance to the pre- 
tensions of Great Britain too exclusively for the State of Virgi- 
nia. This brought him forward-in the explanation of the action 
of James Otis, concerning whom lie supplied a great part of all 
the information that has been preserved. The series of letters, 
relating to this subject, written a t  a very advanced age to 
Judge Tudor, abound in  details and anecdotes which would 
not otherwise have come down to us. Many of the facts have 
been substantially confirmed by the testimony of Governor 
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Hutchinson, the last volume of whose history was not brought 
to light until after Mr. Adams's death. Tlie most remarkable 
feature of these late lcttera is tlie vigor of imagination and 
freshness of feeling with which they are written ; they overflow 
with the desire to do honor to those over whose memory time 
was rapidly closing, and yet whose services had not been with- 
ont their claim upon tlie public gratitude. I n  this way he did 
much to perpetuate the recollections of honorable events in the 
career of Otis, of Hawley, and of Samuel Adams, and the labor 
was to him a most grateful tribute to their worth. 

He was now eighty-five years old, and his physical frame, 
strong as it had been, was slowly but surely giving way under 
the sap of thta destroyer. But his mind still worked with vigor, 
when an occasion happened which fully developed the regard 
in  which he was held by the people of his native State. The 
time had come when the District of .Maine, which had been 
lono- attached to iMassaclmsettr-, tliongl~ not an integri.11 part of 

0 
her territory, demanded an independent govc~niment, and an 
admission into the Union on rm equal footing with the parent 
State. Massachusetts assented, and a separation was effected ; 
bnt this event curried with it a necessity of adapting the forms 
of the Constitution of the State to the circumstances of her 
greatly abridged limits. This could be done only by calling a 
convention to amend it, Arr:mgements were made accordingly. 
Air. Aclams was un'iinimously elected a delegate by the people 
of his native town, just :is lie had been forty years before, when 
the instrument now to be amended had been originally framed, 
Great pains were everywhere taken to select for this body such 
citizens as had become most distinguished for abilities, learn- 
ing, or weight of character. Tlie absence of party divisions 
just then favored such an object remarkably. The result, was, 
the convocation of a popular assembly such as was never 
gathered from so limited a t,erritory before, and such as may 
not soon be seen again. The three learned professions, the 
commercial, the agricultural, and the mechanic interests, all 
were represented by :in amount of intelligence, of cnlture, of 
social and of moral worth, such as  any Con~mouwe:iltl~ of far 
greater dimensions might well be proud to show. 

The sessions of this Convention were opened on the 15th of 
November, 1830, and were continued until the 9th of January, 
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1821. When Air. Adams, in his eighty-sixth year, with a form 
yet erect, though tremulous with age, made his appearance on 
the second day, he was received by the members of this bril- 
liant assembly, all standing, with demonstrations of the utmost 
respect and regard. The dignified office of presiding over its 
deliberations had been unanimously tendered to him through 
a Committee, instructed to present to him the following resolu- 
tions adopted on the motion of Isaac Parker, then the respected 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth : - 

" Whereas, the Honorable John Adams, a member of this 
Convention, and elected the President thereof, has for more than 
half a century devoted the great powers of his mind, and his 
profound wisdom and learning, to the service of his country and 
mankind : 

In fearlessly vindicating the rights of the North American 
provinces against the usurpation and encroachments of the 
superintendent government : 

I n  diffusing a knowledge of the principles of civil liberty 
among his fellow-subjects, and exciting them to a firm and reso- 
lute defence of the privileges of freemen : 

la  early conceiving, asserting, and maintaining the justice and 
practicability of establishing the independence of the United 
States of America : 

In giving the powerful aid of his political knowledge in the 
formation of the Constitution of his native State, which consti- 
tution became in a great measure the model of those which were 
subsequently formed : 

Ill conciliating the favor of foreign powers, and obtaining 
their countenance and support in the arduous struggle for inde- 
pendence : 

In negotiating the treaty of peace, which secured forever the 
sovereignty of the United States, and in defeating all attempts 
to prevent it ; and especially.iu preserving in that treaty the 
vital interests of the New England States : 

In demonstrating to the world, in his defence of the Consti- 
tutions of the several United States, the contested principle, 
since admitted as an axiom, that. checks and balances in legisla- 
tive power are essential to true liberty : 

In devoting his time and talents to the service of the nation, 
VOL. I. 53 N 2 



LIFE OF JOHN ADAMS. 

in the high and important trusts of Vice-president and Presic 
of the United States: 

And lastly, in passing an honorable old age in dignified re- 
tirement, in the practice of all the domestic virtues, thus exhibit- 
ing to his countrymen and to posterity an example of true 
greatness of mind and of genuine patriotism : - 

Therefore, Resolved, That the members of this Convention, 
representing the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
do joyfully avail themselves of this opportunity to testify theh 
respect and gratitude to this eminent patriot and statesman, for 
t8he great services rendered by him to his country, and their 
high gratification that, a t  this late period of life, he is permitted 
by Divine Providence to assist them with his counsel in revising 
the constitution which, forty years ago, his wisdom and pru- 
dence assisted to form. 

Resolved, That a committee of twelve be appointed by tlie 
chair, to communicate this proceeding to the Honorable John 
Adams, to inform him of his election to preside in this body, and 
to introduce him to the chair of this Convention." 

Grateful for this honorable testimonial to the value of his past 
services, Mr. Adams was sufficiently sensible of his failing 
strength to reject all idea of assuming the arduous labors of 
the post thus offered. He therefore returned to the Committee 
the following answer : - 

a FELLOW-CITIZENS,- An election at  my age and in my cir- 
cumstances by the free suffrages of so ample a representation 
of the fortunes and talents, the experience and wisdom, the 
aut,hority, the virtues, and the piety of the ancient and re- 
nowned St,ate of Massachusetts, I esteem the purest and fnircsl 
honor of my life ; and my gratitude is proportionally an' 

' 

and sincere. I pray you, gentlemen, to present to the Cony 
t,ion my most cordial thanks. 

Your enumeration of services performed for this country re( 
to my recollection the long services and succession of great 
excellent characters with whom I have had the honor to a c  
the former part of my life, and to whose exertions I have end< 
ored to add my feeble aid; characters, who have been emplo 
by Divine Providence as instruments in preserving and seen: 
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that unexampled liberty which this nation now possesses ; that 
liberty, which is the source of all our happiness and prosperity ; 
a prosperity which cannot be contemplated by any virtuous 
mind without gratitude, consolation, and delight. May it be 
perpetual ! 

Gentlemen, - As my age is generally known, it will readily 
be believed that my forces are too far exhausted to perform the 
arduous duties of the high office which the benevolence of the 
Convention has assigned to me. I am, therefore, under the 
necessity to request permission of the Convention to decline the 
appointment, and to pray that some other gentleman may be 
elected, whose vigorous age and superior talents may conduct 
their deliberations with more convenience to themselves, and 
with greater satisfaction to the people of the Commonwealth a t  
large." 

In the proceedings Mr. Adams took great interest, but his 
bodily frame, now easily susceptible of derangement from any 
change of the long settled habits of a uniform life a t  home, 
refused the test of daily attendance during HIP severity of the 
winter season. Only once or twice did he venture upon any 
remarks. A report of what he said is given in the published 
volume of the debates. It is characteristic, and in perfect con- 
sistency with the views which he had steadily held through life. 
These views were singularly misrepresented so long as tem- 
porary objects were to be served by weakening his influence 
over the popular mind, but there is now no motive left to con- 
sider them as other than they are. They may be in brief de- 
scribed as the system of a whig of the Revolution, born of 
purely English stock, but transplanted to America; republican 
in its character, and popular, without being democratic, in its 
tendencies ; conservative in its forms, with but a slight leaning 
to aristocracy. On this last point, nothing is more remarkable 
than the extent to which his character was misconceived. 111 

the simplicity of his daily habits he would have stood the test 
of comparison even with Mr. Jeflerson, whom "the great body of 
the people had learned to regard as the embodiment of all 
republican ideas. 

There was one change in the old Constitution which Ah. I Adnms labored, though ineffectually, to procure. It was a mod- , 
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ification of the third article of the Bill of Rights, an article which 
he did not himself draw when he furnished the rest, in such 
form as would do away -with the recognition of distinct modes 
of religious faith by the State. This amendment had been sug- 
gested by Dr. Price in his comments upon the Constitution, pub- 
lished soon after i t  was made, though it is not likely that Air. 
Adams remembered it. Not able to make his voice clearly 
heard by the members, he had recourse to the agency of others 
to  effect his object; but i t  was in vain. The old Puritan feeling 
which began with laboring to establish a Christian Common- 
wealth, was yet alive, and refused to recognize Jews or heathens 
as perfect equals with Christians before the law. The proposi 
tion was gently put aside ; the spirit of it has, however, since 
found its way, by the operation of an amendment, into the sys- 
tern of government. 

I This appearance in the convention made a fitting close to the 
public career of Mr. Adams. His few remaining years were 
passed serenely a t  his residence in Quincy, where he kept up 
the habit of receiving strangers, who came from abroad, 01- 

visitors from otlier States, attracted by curiosity to  see him 
Once a year, Ins time was enlivened by the presence of his son 
John Quincy Adams, now Secretary of State, and himself arrived 
a t  a position in the popular estimation, which seemed to open a 
prospect of his elevation to the Presidency, as the successor of 
Mr. Monroe. It was this circumstance which gave risc to the 
last attempt to disturb the peace of Mr. Adams's declining 
years. Not long after his retirement in 1801, and whilst smart- 
ing under the irritation, caused by the sense of injustice done 
to him by members of both contending parties, the same which 
produced the papers in the " Boston Patriot," a maternal rela- 
tive of his, then bordering upon insanity, which a t  last ended 
in riuieide, drew from him, by force of earnest expressions of 
sympathy, and under the seal of the strictest confidence, the 
most unreserved expression of his sentiments respecting the 
chief actors and p e n t s  in the latter portion of his public life. 
Not until long after the catastrophe that befell the recipient 
of these letters, and the risc of John Quincy Adams to be a 
prominent candidate for the Presidency, did a n  inducement 
occur to betray confidence by bringing them to light. The hcii 

I of Mr. Cunningham then earned by the transfer of them to 
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the political opponents of the son, a claim npon their gratitude 
in ease of their attaining power, which was ultimately recog- 
nized by the gift of a subordinate place in the Boston custom- 
house. By this means the letters were published to the world. 
I t  may fairly be doubted whether the injury done by them to 
the prospects of John Quincy Adams was ever an equivalent 
even for the inconsiderable reward paid for the breach of trust. 

At any rate, they appeared too late to disturb the equanimity 
of the father. Air. Jefferson and Colonel Picliering, the two 
surviving individuals niost harshly reflected upon in them, ap- 
pear to have perused the papers with very opposite emotions. 
The former justly considered them as the relics of a conflict in 
which he had already given as well as taken blows enough 
not to seek to renew i t  in his last days. The latter felt it his 
duty to leave behind him a general replication to all the charges 
ever made against him, which might defend his memory from 
the revival of them after his death. At this day i t  would seem 
as if a less virulent production would have better answered to  
protect his fame. Bitter as i t  was, the perusal of i t  excited in 
Mr. Adams no disposition to protract the controversy. The 
day for such passions had gone by with him. The returning 
good-will of his countrymen was healing all his wounds. He 
regretted the publication of his own letters, not from any anx- 
iety for himself, for his career was run, and by the substance of 
the opinions, already expressed in other forms, on public affairs 
he was ready to abide, but on account of the spirit which the 
betrayal of his most private feelings, in a season of irritation 
might renew in others, after his own had subsided into peace. 
Even with Colonel pickerin" the last a s  he ever had been the 
most vindictive of his enemies, he had no further hostilities to 
wage. 

With the public these pamphlets made little impression. The 
original motive for printing seemed so unworthy, that they 
excited little response and obtained but  a limited currency. 
They have been rather more referred to in later times as author- 
ity for facts on one side or the other of public questions ; but 
for obvious reasons they are entitled to but a moderate share 
of weight; and for the reason that they never "were intended by --- --- 
the writer for the public eye, no part of the letters thus betrayed - 
has been admitted to a place in the present work. Neither - - 

53' ---I: 
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have they been relied upon to sustain the narrative in this 
biography. 

Tranquil as  Sir. Adams had become in  his last days, and 
happy in his correspondence with the remnant of his old com- 
peers, he was not indifferent to the struggle which was going on 
for the office of President of the United States. His son was 
now a mark for the same shafts which had been aimed at him 
thirty years before, and i t  was not unnatural that he should 
await wit11 emotion the favorable or adverse issue that might 
attend it. From youth to age his son had been a faithful one 
to him, never varying in his efforts to  promote his comfort and 
his happiness, always supplying abundance of material to 
gratify his highest pride. To have such a son rewarded by 
the people of the United States by an elevation to the highest 
station in their gift, was an aspiration which he could hardly 
be sanguine enough to indulge, though the conviction that he 
was fully worthy of i t  had been long cherished in his mind. 
It  was reserved to him to live to see the fulfilment of his 
hopes. 

By reason of the multiplication of candidates consequent 
upon the disintegration of the parties, no election of President 
was made a t  the usual period for the popular choice. As a 
consequence, the decision fell, for the second time since -the 
formation of the government, upon the House of Reprcsenta- 
fives. The only formidable competitor of Mr. Adams was 
General Jackson; and between them the friends of the minor 
candidates were compelled to choose. The choice of Air. 
Adams was effected by the adherents of Sir. Clay, who con- 
trolled the votes of four States. But, a t  that moment, the 
supporters of the fourth candidate, Mr. Crawford, were under- 
stood to be likewise disposed to prefer him, had circumstances 
made a decision on their part necessary. As a consequ'ence, 
John Quincy Adams was declared to be elected. The event 
brought to his father nu&bers of congratulatory letters, some 
specimens of which merit insertion here : - 

Washington, 12  February, 1825. 

Receive the most cordial congratulations from an old friend 
of the father and the son, who on this occasion feels much for 
you, and for him; and who will be happy on the Bunker Hill 
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anniversary to express in  person the patriotic and individual 
sentiments which liave been known to you for near half a cen- 
tury. 

Most truly and affectionately, 
Your old friend, 

LAFAYETTE. 

The next is from an individual who had been active and 
efficient in his opposition to the father in former days, and who, 
as  a member of the House of Representatives from Louisiana, 
had not contributed to this election; but his feeling at  the time 
may be understood from the terms of his congratulation : - 

I cannot avoid seizingthis occasion of congratulating you 
on an event which gives you the rare felicity of seeing your son 
succeed to that high station in which you yourself were once 
placed by the suffrage of the nation. Although circumstances 
did not permit me to contribute to this event, I am not the less 
convinced that his administration will prove honorable to him- 
self and advantageous to his country. 

I have the honor, kc.  
EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 

The next is from one of the sufferers under the old Sedition 
Law, who as editor of the Bee," a newspaper in Connec- 
ticut', had been subjected to prosecution for his attacks oh Mr. 
Adams's administration :- 

New York, 4 March, 1825. 

VENERABLE SIR,-As you may now have some respite from 
the respectful attentions of your immediate friends on the 
auspicious result of the recent Presidential election, I take the 
liberty of asldug permission, also, to congratulate you upon an 
event so honorable t'o yourself, so creditable and beneficial to our 
country, and so fortunate for the distinguished subject of the 
popular choice. 

W e  perceive, Sir, in the election of your son, a signal proof 
that republics are not forever insensible to personal merits, nor 
always ungrateful to faithful  servant,^ ; and that the long wished 
time has a t  length arrived, when good sense has triumphed over 
party spirit, and patriotism prevailed over political hostility. 
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I t  is to your glory, Sir, that your son has proved himself 
worthy of your instructions, your wisdom, and your experience, 
and become confessedly the fittest and most deserving object to 
succeed, after time has restored tlie empire of reason, his father 
i n  the highest confidence and trust of a great and free people. 

I remain, Sir, (changed with the times, tempom nmtantur, 
since 1798, and notwithstanding my trial of the Sedition Law,) 
with the most sincere deference, esteem, and veneration, and 
desirous of contributing my mite t o  the consolations of a politi- 
cal Simeon, Your very obed't humble servant, - CHARLES HOLT. 

But the question will naturally arise, how did the individual 
most deeply interested in this result announce i t  to his father. 
The answer may be briefly given. Immediately after the di- 
cision in the House of Representatives, Rufus King, then one 
of the Senators of the State of New York, despatched from the 
capitol the following note to the son, apprising him of what had 
taken place : - 

Senate Chamber, 9 February, 1825. 

MY DEAR SIR,- W e  have this moment heard the issue of 
the election, and I send you and your vcncrablc father my affec- 
tionate congratulations upon your choice as  President of the 
United States on the first ballot of the House of Representatives. 
I include your father, as  I consider your election as the best 
amends for the injustice of which he was made the victim. 

To me and mine, the choice has been such as we have cor- 
dially hoped for and expected. RUFUS KING. 

This interesting note from one who had been himself a 
prominent actor in the times to which he alludes, the recipient 
immediately inclosed. in another of his own, which he sent to 
his father. It ran thus : - 

Washington, 9 Febniary, 1825. 

MY DEAR AND HONORED F A T H E R , - T ~ ~  inclosed note from 
Mr. King will inform you of the event of this day, upon which 
I can only offer you my congratulations, and ask your blessings 
and prayers. Your affectionate and dutiful son, 

JOHN QUINCY ADANS.' 

1 The answer to this note is printed in the tenth volume, p. 416. 



Mr. Adams survived this event little more than a year. He 
was now a t  the age of ninety, infirm in body, but yet preserving 
a remarkable activity of mind. Unable to s e e ~ l ~ a r l y  enough to 
read, or to guide a pen to write, he still retained so much interest 
7 

i n  present objects as fully to employ the services of members 
of his immediate family, both in reading to him and in writing 
after his dictation. What  he most disliked was the mere vege- 
tation of extreme age; rather than to fall into which he would 
cheerfully listen to any book, however trifling, which might a t  
the moment be attracting the fancy of younger generations. 
The brilliant fictions of W a l t e r s o t t ,  - then i n  tlie height of their 
pol~ularity, the sea stories of SOB and even tlie exaggerated, 
but vigorous poetry of Byron, were all welcome, in the intervals 
when he could 'not ob%$n'what he better relished, the reminis- 
cences of contemporaries, or the speculations of more piofound 
writers in England and France. His avidity for new literature 
was so well understood that he seldom failed of a supply from 
the good-will of kind friends in the neighboring city. In  this 
way he used to sit day after day, with his arms folded, one 
hand resting 011 a cane, exactly as  he is represented by the 
painter, Gilbert Stuart, in the portrait, an engraving from which 
is to be found facing the title of the tenth volume of the present 
work. This condition was varied by a siligle ride daily talien 
i n  fine weather, around the vicinity, in the scenery of which he 
ever delighted, and by conversation with friends and visitors 
who chanced to call and see him. Such was his habit after 
exercise in walking had become too fatiguing to his yet heavy 
frame. Thus ebbed away the remnant of his being, gently 
and insensibly, as Cicero so happily describes : " Semper enim 
in his studiis laboribusquc viventi non intelligitnr quando obre- 
pat senectus. I ta  sensim sine sensu &as senescit. Nec subito 
frangitur, sed diuturiiitate extinguitur." l 

1 I t  is only during the five years prior to tlie last that the writer, whose knowl- 
e d p  of the French language brought him into frequent requisition in the manner 
above described, can speak from strong personal recollection of the subject of Iiis 
biography. Often did he sit for days together, reading aloud, watching the noble 
innge of a serene oki age, or listening with unabated interest to the numerous 
anecdotes, the reminiscences of the past, and the speculations upon the questions 
of all times, in which lie loved to indulge. Even then the idea occurred ot'mak- 
ing notes of these eonvers-ttions for Ilis own improvement. They might have 
been of great service in preparing the present work. But  the author, a t  that 
time very young, little imagined that such a task would ever devolve upon him. 
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The relatives of Sir. Adams were not, however, unaware that 
the spring of 1826 opened upon him with enfeebled powers.. 
This became so observable in the mouth of April as to warn 
them of what would ere long take place. He was stretchiug 
over his ninety-first year. The year was gemrally viewed with 
uncommon interest as  marking the lapse of the first half eeutnry 
of the national history. The Fourth of July approached, and on 
every side sprung up a demand for a more than common celebra- 
tion of that anniversary. The eyes of all involuntarily turned 
towards the few who yet lingered of the survivors of 1776, and 
especially to the two individuals most identified with the action 
which 1i:id made the day famous forever. John Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson yet lived. They were thought to be still able 
to conic forward aucl crown with their presence the joyous fes- 
tivities of the jubilee. With what interest would the younger 
generations view these time-houorcd servants of freedom, once 
more brought together in presence of the nation, after tweuty- 
five years of separation, to shake hands for the last time "with 
each other, to take note of the happiness and prosperity they had 
done so much to promote, and to receive the warmest expres- 
sions of gratitude from millions of grateful hearts. Stimulated 
by these ideas, invitations poured iu from all quarters, to secure 
the desired meeting at some favorite and convenient place. 
Even the neighbors of Mr. Adams, though they well understood 
his strength to he unequal to a distant excursion, yet flattered 
themselves that he wo~ild be able a t  least to honor their eom- 
parativuly small gathering wit11 his presence. The sanguine 
hopes thus excited were all destined to be equally disappointed ; 
for the objects of them were even then not wholly insensible to  
the nature of the far more imperative summons that was await- 
inqt l iem. As the time drew nearer, the townsmen of Mr. 
Adams became more and more aware of the progress of Ins 
decline. But if they could not have him in person, they still 
desired to obtain from him some last word or sign of cheer to 
his friends and neighbors upon the interesting occasion. To  
this end the individual who had been selected to make the 
oration, was deputed to pay him a visit, and communicate their 
wishes. He did so;  and he has briefly recorded the result in a 
diary, which he left behind him. I t  was on Friday, the 30th 
of June, a t  nine o'clock in the morning, that, according to his 
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account, he walked down to see Mr. Adams. His record is as 
follows : " Spent a few minutes with him in conversation, and 
took from him a toast, to be presented on the Fourth of July 
as comingfrom him. I should have liked a longer one; but 
as i t  is, this will be acceptable. ' I will give you,' said he, 

He was asked if he would not add any thing to it, and he 
replied, " not a word." 

The visitor, evidently not one of the laconic school, in object- 
ing to  this toast as not long enough, may raise a smile in 
the present day. Looking back from this distance of time, it 
would seem as if the addition of another word must have 
spoiled it. In that brief sentiment Mr. Adams infused the 
essence of his whole character, and of his life-long labors for 
his country. 

The visitor had not come too early, for the symptoms of de- 
bility became more and more alarming every moment. There 
was no suffering, except from the labor of respiration, but this 
increased so steadily, that early on the morning of the 4th Mr. 
Adams's medical adviser, Dr. Holbrook, predicted his patient 
would not last beyond sunset. In the mean time the celebra- 
tions went on in Quincy, as everywhere else. No more inter- 
esting festival has ever occurred. From one end of tlie country 
to the other, the names of Adams and Jefferson were coupled, 
wherever Americans were gathered together, in accents of grati- 
tude and praise. All remnants of party passions were coin- 
pletely drowned in the strongflood of national feeling which 
overspread the land. At Quincy, the exercises passed and the 
banquet began. The orator of the day here again records the 
fol lo-win~ " I presented the toast I obtained from the Pres- 
ident, and it was received with unceasing shouts." 

As these shouts were rising to the skies, shouts which might 
have been caught by his ears, had they been longer sensitive 
to receive them, the spirit of-Mr. Adams was passing away. 
The sands of a long, a varied, and a memorable life were run 
out. A noble and a pure heart, the aspirations of which had 
ever been for the advancement of his country and the welfare 
of his race, had ceased to beat. The record already quoted 
adds that "the intelligence of the President's death was received 
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as the company were beginning to leave the hall." It was not 
a moment auspicious to further manifestations of noisy joy, 
altl~ongli such a death could not convey with it any of the eom- 
mon feelings of sadness. It was a fitting close of a brilliant 
day. The setting sun spread its rays over even the dispersing 
vapors only to  give a more serene majesty to  the golden 
splendors of the sky. Could it be given to a man to choose 
the hour and moment of his exit most glorious to his name and 
most in harmony with his life, none within the wide range of 
mortal experience can be imagined more to be desired than this. 

Yet, strange as  i t  may seem, another incident was coming 
in to give a second and still more remarkable association with 
the occasion. It  is stated of Mr. Adams that the last words 
he ever uttered, so far as they could be gathered from hi- 
failing articulation, were these : " Thomas Jefferson still sur 
vives." Long as the two had been travelling in parallel lines 
to the common goal, ever observant of their relative position, 
such an idea might naturally occur to Mr. Adams, especially at 
a moment which brought them so freshly together in the minds 
of all other men. But he was mistaken. The fact was not 
as he supposed. Thomas Jefferson did not survive. He, too, 
had reached this anniversary, and he, too, had been sum- 
moned, but a t  an earlier hour, to immortality. Marvellous a? 
i t  might seem, perhaps exceeding, in respect of its strangi 
coincidences, many a wonder transmitted from a mythological 
age, yet the event was to be indelibly stamped on the memory 
of America, that John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, who had 
inaugurated the independence of the nation on the 4th of 
July, 1776, exactly fifty years afterwards, years not unmarked 
with other coincidences quite extraordinary, if this closing one 
had not thrown them all into the shade, were almost simul- 
tancously translated, in the midst of the acclamations of mil- 
lions of their race, to the judgment of their God. No greater 
sublunary blessing could have remained in store for them. For 
if the opinion ascribed to Solon be just, when aslied by Croesus, 

1 These extracts from the diary of George WI~itney, afterwards pastor of the 
IJiiit;irian purisli at  Jamaica Plain, in RoxI)iiry, 3IassaeI1usetts, and too early cu' 
off in Iiis spliere of usefulness, were furnished to me by the kindness of a sur 
viving brother, the Reverend F. A. Wliitney, of Brighton. The facts may be 
depended upon, which is not always the case with the last hours of distinguished 
men. 
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the rich Lydian monarch, whether he had ever seen a man more 
blessed than he, that he named two brothers, Cleobis and Bion, 
who once put themselves to the wagon and drew their mother 
to Juno's temple ; and then, after sacrificing and feasting, went 
to rest and died together in the height of their reputation of 
filial piety; how much more deserving to be called blessed is 
the life of these two, who drew their nursing-mother, against 
strong resistance, to the temple of liberty, and who, after a long 
period of services and labors devoted to her welfare, went to the 
same rest tinder auspices a thousand-fold more sublime. The 
moral of the story of Cleobis and Bion has, in the incidents which 
attended both the lives and the deaths of the two great men of 
America, an application by so much the wider as i t  expands the 
beautiful idea of completed duty from the narrow circle of a 
single householcl to the ever unfolding area of a nation's home. 

As the news of this singular coincidence spread over the land, 
it raised everywhere a thrill of emotion such as has never been 
caused by any otherpublic event. I t  was not the wail of grief, 
such as is drawn forth by the sense of privation by the l o ~ s  of 

I 
valuable lives. The advanced age of these persons, if nothing 
else, neutralized that. I t  was the offspring of a mixture of 
feelings, the chief of which were surprise a t  the strangeness of 
the occurrence, veneration for the men themselves, and delight 
in the splendor which i t  would forever reflect upon a page of 
the national annals. Certainly, the fabulous passing away of 
the first Roman king, nearly on the same anniversary, in the 
midst of elementary chaos, does not compare with i t  in gi'an- 
d e w  Men loved to meet each other and to dwell on the 
most minute particulars, as they were sedulously laid before 
the public by the newspapers, and to read the comments raised 
to unusual eloquence by the tone of the general mind. The 
first feelings were followed by enthusiastic demonstrations of 
respect to the memory of the dead. The most distinguished 
orators and statesmen were summoned to prepare euloo" riles or - 
mrmoirs, which were delivered a t  times set aside for the per- 
formance of appropriate services. In  this way a large nninbcr 
of orations and addresses were produced, which are not with- 
out their value as a permanent contribution to the literature 
and history of the United States. Among them it is not 
inappropriate to make particular mention of that delivered by 

VOL. I. 54 
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Daniel Webster, on account of the felicity w which he suc- 
ceeded in weavini into the form of a speech favor of Inde- 
pendeiice energetic passages scattered in Mr. Adams's writings, 
and in animating the whole with somewhat of the nrclor of 
the individual be sought to personate. So successful has this 
attempt been regarded by some, that to this day the belief 
is entertained that the speech is indeed that which Mr. Adams 
actually made. Other addresses are valuable for authentic 
particulars and curious anecdotes carefully collccted a t  tlie 
time, which have thus been rescued from the oblivion which 
comn~only overwhelms the personal reminiscences of contem 
poraries. As time goes on, it is by no means unlikely tha 
these various productions will be regarded with ever growing 
interest, not simply for the facts, more or less correctly given, in 
wliich they abound, but also as marking an epoch in America1 
history - the close of its heroic age. 

Mr. Adams died, leaving many descendants, some of the 
fourth generation, amongwl~om lie distributed, by his will, the 
limited estate which he had inherited or acquired. The bulk 
of this consisted in farming lands round about him, the income 
of which barely sufficed to maintain him i n  his later days, 
even in the simple and frugal manner in which he lived. In 
deed, so rapid was the decline in the returns of this sort ol 
property, after the peace of 1814, that he was induced to proposi 
a transfer of his largest and most burdensome estate of Moun 
Wollastou to his eldest son, in exchange for a fixed annuity fo 
the rest of his life, a proposal which was a t  once acceded to, 
and faithfully executed. A portion of his lands, together with 
his library, he decided, in 1822, to  convey to the inhabitants 
of Quincy, as a token of his good-will towards them. His 
main object in giving, among other things, tlie very spot 
memorable as the birthplace of John Haneoclc, and the resi- 
dence, at one time, of Josiah Quincy, Jr., was to make npon it 
a foundation for a school of the highest class, and a library, for 
ever to remain open for the enconragemeiit of the highest anc 
best aspirations of future generations of tlie youth in his native 
place. His purpose remains yet partially uncxecutcd, tlie prop- 
erty conveyed not having thus far yielded returns adequate 
to  the fulfilment of the provisions of the grant. But there is 
no reason to donbt that the time is approaching when they 
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will be sufficient ; and when a public edifice will stand upon 
the spot he designated, which, whilst it shall associate itself 
'with the memory of two other cherished names, will by its 
fruits remain, a beneficent monument of its founder, long after 
barren marble and brass shall have fallen into dust. 

In Mr. Adams's vocabulary, the word property meant land. 
He had no confidence in the permanence of any tiling else, 
hence he left little else behind 11im.1 The opinion was in- 
heritecl by his son, John Q ~ ~ i n c y  Adan~s,  ~ 1 1 0 ,  in consequeilce, 
purchased, a t  the settlement of the estate agreeably to the 
will, the lands his father left. Fortunately for both, their 
simple habits created no need of strainiug the sources of an 
annual income to minister to the demands of h~xury  or to the 
vanities of an extraordinary state. They lived free from pecu- 
niary obligations of every kind to others, a fate which has not 
always attached to the incumbents of the highest executive 
posts in America; and they died leaving the same estate greatly 
increased in nominal value, but  little more productive than 
when they acquired it. 

In figure John Adams was not tall, scarcely exceeding middle 
height, but of a stout, well-knit frame, denoting vigor and long 
life, yet as lie grew old, inclining more and more to corpulcnce. 
His head was large and round, with a wide forehead and ex- 
paneled brows. His eye was mild and benignant, perhaps even 
humorous, when he was free from emotion, but when excited, i t  
fully expressed the vchemenee of the spirit that stirred within. 
His presence 'was grave and imposing, 011 serious occasions, but 
not unbending. He delighted in social conversation, in which 
11c was sometimes tempted to what he called rliodoinontacle. 
But he seldom fatigued those who heard him ; for he mixed so 
much of natural vigor, of fancy, and of illustration with the 
stores of his acquired knowledge, as to keep alive their interest 
for a long time. His affections were warm, though not habit- 
ually demonstrated, towards his relatives. His anger, when 
thoroughly roused, was, for a time, extremely violent, but when 
it subsided, it left no trace of malevolence behind. Nobody 
could see him intimately without admiring the simplicity and 

1 The estate of iIr .  Adams, inrludins what lie cwnvcyerl in his lifetime to Ilia 
children, and to the town, could scarcely have fallen short of 2 hundred 
thousand dollars in \;ili~e a t  the time of his decease. I 
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truth which shone in his action, and standing in some awe a t  
the power and energy of his will. I t  was in these moments that 
lie impressed those around him wit,h a sense of his greatness. 
Even the men employed on his farm were in the habit of citing 
instances, some of which have been remembered down to the 
present day. At  times his vehemence would become so great 
as  to make him overbearing and unjust,. This was most apt to 
happen in cases of pretension or any kind of wrongdoing. Sir. 
Aclams was very impatient of cant, or of opposition to  any of 
his deeply establislied convictions. Neither was his indignation 1 a t  all graduated to the character of the individuals who might 
happen to excite it. It  had little respect of persons, and would 
liold an illiterate man, or a raw boy to  as  heavy a responsibility 
for uttering a crude heresy as the strongest thinker or the most 
profound scholar. His nature was too susceptible to overtures 
of sympathy and kindness, for i t  tempted him to trust more than 
was prudent in the professions of some who proved unworthy of 
his confidence. Ambitions in one sense he certainly was ;  but 
i t  was not the mere aspiration for or power. I t  was the 
desire to  excel in the minds of men, by tlie development of high 
qualities, the love, in short, of an honorable fame, that stirred him 
to  exult in the rewards of popular favor. Yet this passion 
never tempted him to change a course of action or to suppress 
a serious conviction ; to bend to a prevailing error or to disavow 
an odious truth. 

In  two things he was favored above most men who have lived. 
H e  was happily married to a woman whose character was sin- 
gularly fitted to develop every good point of his ; a person with 
a mind capable of comprehending his, with afl'ections strong 
enough to respond to his sensibility, with a sympathy equal to 
his highest aspirations, and yet with flexibility sufficient to yield 
to  his stronger will without impairing her own dignity. In this 
blessed relation he was permitted to continue for fifty-four years, 
embracing far more than the whole period of his active life ; and 
it is not too much to say that to  i t  he was indebted not merely 
for the domestic happiness which ran so like a thread of silver 
through the most troubled currents of his days, but for the steady 
and unwavering support of all the highest purposes of his career. 
Upon the several occasions when his action placed him hi the 
most critical and difficult positions, when the popular voice 



ed loud in condemning the wisdom or the patriotism of 
his course, her confidence in his correctness seems never to have 
wavered for a moment. Not a trace of hesitation or doubt is to 

e seen in her most confidential comm~inications; on the con- 
ary, her voice in those cases came in to reinforce his determina- 

tion, and t,o urge him to persevere. Often she is fo~~ncl  to have 
cli-awn her conclusions in advance, for several of her lethxrs bear 
on the outride the testimony of her husband's admiration of 11e.r 
sagacity. The soothing effect this must have had upon him, 
when chafed, as his temper not unfrequently was, by the severe 
friction to which i t  was exposed i n  the great struggles of his life, 
may easily be conceived. An ignoble spirit would have thrown 
him into depression ; a repiningaand dissatisfied one would have 
driven him frantic. Hers was lofty and yet cheerful, decided 
and yet gentle. Whilst she understood tkfo ib lps  of  his char- 
acter and yielded to them enough to maintain her proper author- - 
ity, she never swerved from her admiration of his abilities, he1 
reliance upon the profoundness of his judgment, and her pride 
in the integrity of his life. And if this was her state of feeling, 
i t  was met on his part by a devotion which never wavered, and 
a confidence scarcely limited by a doubt of the possibility of 
error. A domestic relation like this compensated for ;ill  that 
was painful and afflictive in the vicissitudes of their career; and 
its continuance to so late a stage in their joint lives left to the 
survivor little further to wish for in this world beyond the hope 
of a reunion in the uexf-. 

The other extraordinary blessing was the possession of a son 
who fulfilled in his career all the most sanguine expectations 
of a father. From his earliest youth John Quincy Aclams 
had given symptoms of uncommon promise, and contrary to 
what so frequently liappens in such cases, every year as i t  
passed over his head only tended the more to confirm the hopes 
that had been raised a t  tlie beginning. A kindly nature re- 
ceived from early opportunities of travel and instrnction in for- 
eign lands, not the noxious seeds which so often germinate only 
to  spread corruption, but a generous and noble development 
as  well of the intellect as of the affections. At twenty years 
of age his father saw i n  him the outline of a full-grown states- 
man, a judgmentwhich time served only the more unequivocally 
to  confirm. But i t  was not merely in the circrnnstnnces of his 
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brilliant progress as  a public man that his parent had reason to 
delight. As a son, affectionate, devoted, and pure, his parents 
never failed to find in him sources of the most unmingled satis- 
faction. In whatever situation he was placed, and however far 
removed from tlieni in the performance of his duties, lie never 
forgot the obligations which he owed, to soothe by every effort 
iii his power the hours of their declining years. The voluminous 
correspondence that was the offspring of this relation, furnishes 
an affecting proof of the tenderness and the devotion of the son 
to his parents, and of their implicit trust and grateful pride in 
their child. And the pleasure was reserved to the father rarely 
enjoyed since time began, of seeing his son gradually forcing 
his way by his unaided abilities up  the steps of the same ascent 
which he liad trod before him, until lie reached the last and high- 
ost which his country could supply. The case is unexampled 
iii the history of popular governments. And when this event 
was fully accomplished, whilst tlie son was yet in the full enjoy- 
ment of his great dignity so honorably acquired, it was accorded 
to the old patriarch to go to his rest on the day above all other 
days in tlie year which was the most imperishably associated 
with his fame. Such things are not often read of even in the 
most gorgeous pictures of mortal felicity painted in -Eastern 
story. They go far to relieve the darker shadows which fly 
over the ordinary paths of life, and to hold out llie hope that, 
uven under the present imperfect dispensation, it is not unrea- 
souable to trust that virtue m:iy meet with its just reward. 

The mortal remains of John  Adams and of his wife repose 
side by side in sarcophagi of stone, under a temple, in the town 
in which they resided in life, constructed since his decease, and 
consecrated to the worship of God. And a modest marble tab- 
let, affixed to one of its walls within, surmounted by a bust of 
him from the chisel of Horatio Greenougl~bears the following 
inscription prepared for the benefit of later generations, by his 
oldest son : - 





L I F E  OF J O H N  ADAMS. 

At his side 

Sleeps, till the trump shall sound, 

ABIGAIL, 

His beloved and only wife, 

Daughter of William and Elizabeth (Quiney) Smith ; 

In every relation of life a pattern 

Of filial, conjugal, maternal, and social virtue. 

Born November &+, 1744, 

Deceased 28 October, 1818, 

Aged 74. 

Married 25 October, 1764. - 
During an union of more than half a century 

They survived, in harmony of sentiment, principle, and affection 

The tempests of civil commotion ; 

Meeting undaunted and surmounting 

The terrors and trials of that Revolution, 

Which secured the Freedom of their Country ; 

Improved the condition of their times ; 

And brightened the prospects of Futurity 

To  the rare of man upon Earth. 

PILGRIM. 

From lives thus spent thy earthly duties learn ; 

From fancy's dreams to active virtue turn : 

Let Frccdom, Friendship, Faith, thy soul engage, 

And serve, like them, thy country and thy age. 



A P P E N D I X .  

CONSIDERING the circumstances by which Air. Adams was surrounded, his 
early papere are much the most remarkable of his life. Since this volume was 
completed, a copy of the following letter taken at  the time has been received 
from the hands of the Honorable Josiah Quincy, the nephew of the person to 

om it was addressed. 

TO SAMUEL QUISCY. 

22 April, 1761. 

EAR SIR,- Since you claim a promise, I will perform as well as I can. 
The letter so long talked of, is but a mouse, tlioi~gh the offspring of a pregnant 
mountain. However, if amidst the cares of business, the gay diversions of the 
town, the sweet refreshn~ents of private study, and the joyful expectations of 
approaching wedlock, you can steal a moment to read a letter from an old 
country friend, I sliall cheerfully transcribe it, such as it is, without the least 
alteration, or the least labor to connect this preamble to the subsequent purview. 

The review of an old Setter from yon upon original coniposition and original 
genius has raised a war in my mind. " Scraps of verse, sayings of philosophers," 
the received opinion of the world, and my own reflections upon all, have thrown 
my in>a;ination into a turmoil like the reign of rumor in Milton, or the jarring 
elements in Ovid, where 

riulli sua forma manebat. 
Obstabatqne aliis aliud, 

a picture of which I am determined to draw. 
Most writers have represented genius as a rare phenomenon, a Phosnix. 

Bolingbroke says : " God mingles sometimes, among the societies of men, a few 
and but a few of those on whom lie is graciously pleased to bestow a larger por- 
tion of the ethereal spirit than in the ordinary course of his providence he 
bestows on the sons of men." Mr. Pope will tell you that this " viuida cis animi 
is to be found in very few, and that the utmost stretch of study, learning, and 
industry ran never attain to this." Dr. Cheyne shall distinguish between his 
quick-thinkers and slow-thinkers, and insinuate that the former are extremely 
scarce. 

W e  have a becoming reverence for the authority of these writers, and of many 
others of the same opinion; but we may be allowed to fear that the vanity of the 
human heart had too great a share in determining these writers to that opinion. 
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The same vanity which gave rise to that strange religious dogma, that Go 
elected a precious few (of which few, however, every man who believed th 
doctrine is always one) to life eternal, without regard to any foreseen virtue, an 
reprobated all the rest, without repird to any foreseen vice. A doctrine whicl 
with serious gravity, represents the world as under the government of huu~c 
and caprice, and which Hottentots and Mohawks would reject with horror. 

I f  the orthodox doctrine of genius is uot so detestable as that of nnconditioni 
election, it is not n~uch less invidious nor much less hurtful. One represen 
eternal life as an unattainable thing without the special favor of the Father, an . 
even with that, attainable by very few, one of a tribe, or two of a nation, and so 
tends to discourage the practice of virtue. The other represents the talents to 
excel as extremely scarce, indulged by nature to very few, and unattainable by 
all the rest, and therefore tends to discourage industry. You and I shall never 
be persuaded or frightened either by Popes or councils, poets or enthusiasts, to 
believe that the worlil of nature, learning, and grace is governed by such arbi- 
trary will or indexiblc fatality. W e  have much higher notion? of the efficacy of 
human endeavors in all cases. 

I t  is not improbable (as some men are taller, stronger, fairer, &c., than others) 
that some may be, by the constitution of their bodies, more sensible than others; 
so some may be said to. be born with greater geniuses than others, and the 
middle point between that of the most perfect organization and the least perfect, 
in a healthy child, that is, not au idiot, nor a monster, is the point of common 
sense. I t  is therefore likely there are as many who have more than common 
sense, and so may be in different degrees denominated great geniuses, as there 
are who have less, and these, surely, will not by Sir. Pope, my Lord Bolingbroke, 
or Dr. Clievue, be thought extremely few. The fallacy seems to lie here. 
W e  define genius to be the innate capacity, and then vouchsafe this flattering 
title only to those fe,w who have been directed, by their birth, 'ducation, and 
lucky awirlents, to distinguish themselves in arts am1 sciences, or in the execu- 
tion of what the world calls great affairs, instead of plantins; corn, freighting 
oysters, and killing deer, the worthy employments in which most great geniuses 
are engaged; for, in truth, according to that definition, the world swarms with 
them. 

Go down to the market-place, and inquire of the first butcher you see about his 
birth, education, and the fortunes of his life, and in the course of his rude history 
you will find as many instances of invention (Mr. Pope's criterion of genius) 
as you will find in the works of most of'the celebrated poets. Go on board 
an oyster-boat and converse with the skipper; he will relate as many instances 
of invention, and intrepidity, too, as you will find in the lives of many British 
ailmirals who shine in history as the ornaments of their country. Inquire of a 
p i n i e r  in Braintree Bay, or of a hunter upon the frontiers of this province, and 
you will hear of as many artful devices t,o take their game as you will read in 
the lives of Cscsar, or Charles, or Frederick. Aurl as genius is more common, 
it seems to me it is iniich more powerful than is geiierally thought. For this 
mighty favor of nature, of which the poets and orators, philosophers iincl legis 
lators of the world have been in all ages so proud, and which has been repre 
sented as sufficient of itself to the formation of all those characters, is so far 
otherwise that if you pick out your great men from Greek or Roman, and froir 



English history, and suppose them born and bred in Esquiniaux or Caffraria, 
Patagonia or Lapland, no man would imagine that any great effects from their 
genius would have appeared. 

Mr. Pope tells us that De la Motte confesses, in whatever age Homer had 
lived, he must have been the greatest poet of his nation; but, in my humble 
opinion, Sir. Waller was nearer the truth, when he said that, in certain eireum- 
stances, 

I' The conqueror of the world had been 
But the first wrestler on the green." 

The gods sell all things to industry, and invention among the rest. The sequel 
upon industry you may possibly have some time or other, but remember it is 
nut promised by J. A. 

(Page 133.) 

THE following copy of Dr. Franklin's letter to Thomas Cushing was probably 
taken by Mr. Adams, whilst the papers that accompanied it, one of which lie also 
copied, were in his possession, during the month of April, 1773. I t  is given 
exactly as it was found. The discrepancy between it and the printed form is 
curious, though not so extensive as often occurs in letters written by the active 
men of the Revolution. I t  may easily be accounted for by the practice, not 
uncommon at  that time, of preserving only the first draft, without being careful 
to insert the amendments and additions introduced into the perfect copy. In 
this way, many of Mr. Adams's earlier letters have been found to vary from the - 
forms which he was in the habit of writing first in a book. The same practice 
probably gave occasion to the questions lately made of the authenticity of some 
of Washington's letters. Indeed, the various readings of the revolutionary 
manuscripts bid fair, in time, to form a body of literature, as large as those of 
the ancient classics. 

But these diversities may not be all owing to the authors. Some of them will 
doubtless be traced to the printer. In one material instance, this is certainly 
the casr here; an instance, it may be observed, in which the error has been 
already rectified by Air. Baneroft in his history; the substitution of the word 
work for wrath. 

London, 177 . 
SIR, - I embrace this opportunity to acquaint you that there is lately fallen 

into my hands part of a correspondence, that I have reason to believe laid the 
ibuinlation of most, if not all, our present grievances. I am not at  liberty to tell 
tln'ough what channel I received i t ;  and I have engaged that i t  shiill not he - - 
printed, nor copies taken of it, or any part of i t ;  but I am allowed [and desired 11 

to let it be seen by some men of worth in the Province, for their siitisfaetion 

1 Not in printed copy. 



only. In confidence of your preserving ~ / ~ u i o l ~ ~ I t / y  my engagements, I send you 
inclosed tlie o ~ i g i m ~ !  letters, to obviate every pretence of unfairness in copying, .. - 
interpolation, o r  omission. Tlie hands of the gentlemen will be well known. 
I ' o d ~ l y ,  they may not like such an cxliosal of tin-ir coiidnrt, liowever tenderly 
am1 privately it m:~y be managed. But  if they a re  gooil men,1 and agrce that 
all goood men wish a good undcrstarnlingaand liannony to subsist between the 
Colonies and their mother country, they ought tin; less to regret that, a t  the small 
expense of their reputation for sincerity and public s p i r i t , a i ~ ~ o n ~ I i u i r  com- 
patriots, so desirable an event may in  some degree be forwarded. 

F o r  my own part, I cannot but  acknowledge that my resentment against titis 
country, for its arbitrary measures in governing us, conducted by the late ininis- 
ter, has, since iny conviction by these papers that tliose measures were proji~etcd, 
advised, and called for by men of character among ourselves, and whose advice 
must, therefore, be attended with all the weight tliat was proper to n~islead, and 
which would therefore scarce fail of misleading;-niy own resentment, I say, 
has by tins means been considerably2 abated. [I therefore wish I was31 at 
liberty to make the letters public ; [but as  I a m  not,] I can 4 allow them to  be 
seen by yourself,5 by Nessrs. Bowdoin and Pitts, of the council, and Dr. 
Cliauncy, Cooper, ant1 Wnthrop ,  with a few such other gcutlemen as you may 
think i t  fit toshow them to. After being some monthsin your possession, you 
a re  rcqiirsted to return them to me. 

As to the writers, I can easily as well as  charitably conceive it possible that 
[a man,6] educated in prepossession of tlic unbounded authority of parliament, 
&e., may think unj~istifiable every opposition even to its unconstitutional exac- 
tions, and hnagine it their duty to suppress, as much as in them lies, such oppo- 
sitions. But, when I find then1 bartering away tlie liberties of their native 
country for posts, and negotiating for salaries and pensions, [for which tlie 
money is to be squeezed71 from the  people; and conscious of the odium these 
might be attended with, calling for troops to protect and secure the en.ioyment 
of them; when I see them exciting jealousies in the Crown, an11 provokingit to 
wrath against [a "cat part of its81 faithful subjects; creating enmities between 
the different countries of which the empire consists ; occasioning a great expense 
to the new country for the payment of needless gratifications to useless officers 
and enemies ; and to the old for sup~ress ing  or  preventing imaginary rebellions 
in  the new: I cannot but doubt their sincerity eveii in tlie political principles 
they profess; and deem them mere time-servers, seckim; their own private 
en~olun~ent ,  through any  (piantity of public mischief; betrayers of tlic interest, 
not of their native country only, but  of the government they pretenfl to serve, 
and of the whole English empire. 

With the greatest esteem and respect, 
I remain your most humble servant. 

1 "or pretend to be such," in printed copy, here omitted. 
2 I' exc~~ilinglv," in printer! copv. 
8 " I  think thev must have the same effect with you. But I am not. as I have snid," 

orinted copv. 

6 " by 'the other gentlemen of the Committee of Correspondence," 
6 " m ~ n  '' 
7 "extorted" 

"so great a part of its most " 



APPEA DIX. 

(Page 320.) 

EXTRACT FROM THE BOSTON PATRIOT, 1 5  MAY, 1 8 1 1 .  

THAT Dr. Franklin wrote niany other letters with the same benevolent sen- 
timents, and with a view to the. same effect, is very probable, but I never made 
any inquiry after them, as all things were finally settled to my satisfaction, and 
I k i d  other business of more importance to engage me. - One other letter I know 
he wrote, for I have seen it, more severe than this; and I regret that 1 have 
not a copy of i t  to send One  sentence only I remember, and that may - .  
serve to designate it. For  I know that copies of these letters were scattered 
about the States, some nf which a re  now in Boston. T h e  sentence I mean is 
this : Air. Adams is always an honest man, and often a wise one, but he is 1 
son~etimes conlpletely out of his senses." 

I 

I hope your readers will indulge me while I make a few observations on these 
letters. 

I. I n  the Count de Vergennes's first letter to Dr. Franklin, t h ~ t  of the 30th of 
June, 1780, i t  appears that Dr. Franklin had requested the Count to revoke the 
orders which had been sent to the French minister at Philadelphia, relative to 
the resolution of congress of the 18th of Alareli, for redeeming the paper money 
a t  forty for one, and this request is stated to be at the invitation of Mr. Adams. 

Now I have no remembrance of any such invitation. It is impossible for me 
to recollect all the transient conversations I have hiid with Dr. Franklin in  the 
seven years' intinlate anpaintance that I had with him in Europe. B u t  as the 
resolution of congress, and the offence the Count took at it, and the orders he 
had given to the Chevalier de la Lnzerue to apply to congress for a payment of 
all paper money in possession of F r e n r l ~ n ~ e n  a t  dollar for dollar, were in every- 
body's mouth, it is extremely probable that I might say to Dr. Franklin, in 
private conversation, that I was apprehensive of very ill consequences from 
those orders, that they might excite disputes and heats in congress and in the 
nation which would excite suspicions between the two countries, and weaken the 
confidence in the alliance. ~ n d ,  I might add, that I thought some representa- 
tion ought to be made to the Count, showing the unreasonableness of those 
orders, and that they were not well founded.1 But i t  is not likely that I author- 
ized Dr. Franklin to make use of my name. 

2. But  if I had, the question arises, did Dr. Franklin believe those orders to 
be just or unjust? If he thought them just, he ought not to have applied to the 
Count to repeal them, though Sir. Adams and twenty other Americans had 
invited him to do so. I f  he thought them unjust, he ought to have made his own 
candid representation, and request to have them repealed; and Mr. Adams's 
opinion, though in coincidence with his own, would have made no addition to 
the influence of that request, because .Mr. Adams's opinion was sufficiently 
known before. Why, then, was Air. Adams's name brought into view? As Mr 
Lovell hinted, the truth in this case lies not a t  the bottom of a deep well. 

1 Sir. Adams did this by letter, printed in vol. vii. p. 203. 

VOL. I .  5 5  
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3. Is there not a gross inconsistency in ilemamiing or requesting the Count to 
recall hisorders, if Dr. Franklin did not himself think they ought to be recalled ? 
And is there not a consummate absurdity in denlandin"; repeal of those orders, 
at  Mr. Adams's invitation, if he thought Mr. Adams's invitation ill-founded? 
Why, then, did not Dr. Franklin express candidly and decidedly his own opinion 
of the rectitude or obliquity of the orders and the justice of Mr. Adams's invita- 
tion, or the impropriety of i t ?  Is it possible to read this p a v e  and clumsy 
intrigue without feeling the ridicule and satire of i t ?  

4. Ts it possible to believe that Dr. Franklin was so ignorant as not to see the 
iniquity of the French claim of silver dollar for paper dollar, when Ameriean - - - - 

citizens were to receive but one for forty? H e  had experience enough of paper 
money in New England, in Pennsylvania, and in the continental currency, to 
know its nature. Had he not sagacity enough to perceive the millions of 
frauds that would be practised under this distinction? That every man who 
possessed paper money would be glad to hire a Frenchman to take it and de- 
mand the silver for it as his own ? Did he not see the jealousies, the envy and 
the execrations which would be exeiteil among all Ameriean citizens agaiiist all 
Frenchmen, by such an arbitrary and oppressive distinction in their favor? 
The answer is very obvious. Such camlor would have defeated the whole plot. 

5. The Count de TTergennes mentions a letter from me to him of the 2211 of 
June, 1780, in answer to one from his Excellency, but lie makes no essay to 
answer any of the arguments in that letter. l i e  denies none of the facts. H e  
shows none of the reasoning to be inconclusive. l i e  shows no inference or con- 
elusion to be unfairly drawn. All this was impossible, and an attempt to do it 
would only have rendered him or his rlerks, who probably wrote the letter for 
him, ridiculous. And this was very possibly one cause of his anger. H e  siiw his 
project so clearly and fairly stateil, so irrefragably refuted, and the iniquity and 
absurdity of it so fully, and yet so eaiidiilly and decently demonstrated, that lie 
was ashamed of it. But haviiigpreviously and rashly sent his instructions to the 
Chevalier de  la Luzerne, lie had it not in Ins power to recall them, and was too 
proud to retract them. No. Reason was to be overborne by authority. The 
great character of the Count de Vergennes, the great respeet for the court of 
Versailles, the gratitude of America to France, all reinforced by Dr. Franklin's 
overbearing fame, were to carry all before them. And the dogmatical pomposity 
of 'langue discussion,' ' raisonnements abstraits,' ' l ies hypotheses,' ' des calculs qui 
n'ont que iles buses ideates,' ' des principes p i  ne sont rien mains qu'analogues 
<'( Z'aHiunce,' were to refute mathematical den~onstration, and prove that, in the 
case of a Frenchman, one was equal to forty, though in the case of an Ameriean, 
forty were necessary to an equation with forty. 

6. The Count, and he says the King, was persuaded that the Doctor was fully 
of opinion with him; that is to say, in favor of the orders. How did lie know 
this? The Doctor had expressly, and in writing;, demanded or requested a 
repeal of the orders, which implied, if it did not express, that he thought them 
wrong. Did he think Dr. Franklin a hypocrite, demanding a repeal of orders 
that he thought wise an11 upright? O r  dill he think Dr. Franklin a tool of Mr. 
Adams's, prostituting the sacred character of an ambassador in complaisance to 
him, or in fear of his influence '/ No. The Count knew full well, before this 

lime, that the Doctor had no such complaisance tor Sir. Adams, nor any sueh fear 
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of him. No. There is no conccivablc way of accounting for this strange plie- 
nomenon, but by supposing that the whole business was previously concerted 
between the minister and the ambassador, to crush Mr. Adams and get possession 
of his commission for peace. No expression can be too vulgar for so low an 
intrigue, for so base a trick. I t  was an enormous beetle to kill a fly. I t  must 
be acknowledged that no beetle was ever more clumsily constructed or more 
unskilfully wielded. 

They wholly misconceived the character of that congress whom they meant, to 
manage. Not a member of it was deceived. The artifice was seen by every 
one; and, although their fortitude did not prove quite equal to their sn~acity, 
their zeal to please the French produced but two resolutions at  that time to 
make America or Mr. Lovell blush. And one of these errors was afterwards 
con~pletely rectified by Mr. Adams, with the aid of A i r .  Jay,  though at the hazard 
of censure. The other was never corrected. I mean the annihilation of the 
commission for a treaty of commerce with England. - 

7. I know of no right that any government has to require of an ambassador 
from a foreign power to transmit to his constituents any complaints against his 
colleagues, nluch less to write libels against them. France had an ambassador 
at  congress. I t  was quite sufficient to transmit complaints to their own minister 
and order him to present then). They had no claim upon Franklin. H e  proved 
himself; however, a willing auxiliary, but it was at  the expense of his duty and 
his character. If he h a d  been explicitly censured for it by congress, it would 
not have been unjust. H e  has been censured for it by all who ever understood 
the transaction ; and justice to myself and my ~osterity, justice to my country, 
and fidelity to every principle of truth, honor, and public and private virtue will 
justify me in explaining this dark transaction to posterity. 

8. The Count did not find congress " iitihu d'autres principes que ceux de M. 
Adams." Congress, by a unanimous resolution, which will stand forever upon 
its records, approved of my part of this correspondence in opposition to all the 
representations of the Count, the Doctor, the Chevalier, and M. Marbois, what- 
ever they might be. 

9. I t  seems that the Count was not perfectly satisfied that his first letter, of 
the 30th of June, and the Doctor's representations to congress in obedience to it, 
would be sufficient to accomplish all his purposes. This thunderbolt, flaming 
and deadly as it was, must be followed by another still more loud and terrible, 
to bellow throughout America, and, consequently, over all the world. On the 
31st of Jtily, 1780, he writes another letter to Dr. Franklin, in which he more 
distinctly explains his design and desire to get Mr. Adams removed from his 
commission for peace. H e  incloses fresh copies of our correspondence, and in 
his own name, not now in the king's name, desires that they may be sent to 
congress. The king's approbation of this letter, I have reason to believe, could 
not have been obtained. For I know that after this correspondence had been 
laid before the king, his majesty made particular inquiries concernink the char- 
acter of Mr. Adams, of the Count de Rochambeau and the Marquis de Lafayette, 
among others; and said to both of them, at  different times. that " h e  had a great 
esteem of Mr. Adams." Congress, however, were to have line upon line, and 
precept upon precept. I had transmitted copies of all the letters as fast as they 
were written. The Count had transmitted copies before the 30th of June. Dr. 
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Franklin transmitted copies immediately afterwards, and now, the 31st of July, 
fresh copies were to be sent. Copies enough! for I had sent duplicates and 
triplicates. 

10. The opinions of which the Count complains, were founded in eternal 
truth and justice ; and were unanimously adjudged to be so by congress. The 
turn or manner which offended him was not adopted, in the smallest degree, - 
until lie hail given me provocations which human nature could not pass un- 
noticeil with honor. And I have never heard of one member of congress, nor 
any other gentleman who ever read the letters, who thought any of my expres- 
sions too strong or unguarded, or that they could be construed in any degree so 
justly offensive as many of Iiis expressions to me, previously given without pro- 
vocation. I bail the advice and approbation of Chief Justice Dana, then with . . 

me as secretary of the legation for peace, to every clause and word in tlie whole 
correspondence. He said the Count neither wrote like a gentleman himself, 
nor treated me like a gentleman; and that it was indispensably necessary that 
we should show him that we had some undcrstandinpnd some feeling. 

The expressions "that congress may judge whether Mr. Adams is endowed 
with the spirit of conciliation which becomes a business so important and delicate 
as that which is confided to him," brought the matter home to the business and 
bosoms of congress. The design conld no longer be concealed. I had no other 
business at  that time confided to me but my commissions for peace and a treaty 
of commerce with Great Britain. The latter lie intended to destroy, and in this 
he succeeclcil. 

11. W e  are now arrived a t  Dr. Franklin's letter to congress of the 9th of 
August, 1780. To any man who thoroughly knew that philosopher and poli- 
tician, this letter is as perfect a portrait of his character as the pencil of Stuart 
could have painted of his face or figure. 1 shall leave the most of its features to 
the reader's inspection anrl contemplation, and point only at a few. 

I shall not object to the expression, ".Mr. Adan~s has given offence to this 
court," though the Count dc Vergc~nties was tlie only member of it wlio ever 
manifested any resentment that came to my knowledge. The behavior of the 
King, the Queen, and all the royal family, as well as of all the other ministers of 
State and all their commis, was the same towanli me after as before this con- 
troversy; and the Count himself never expressed to me personally the least 
uneasiness. And no very Iongperiod passed away, before he thought it neccs- 
sary, or prudent, or politic, without tlie sn~allest concession or apology on my 
part, to overwhelm me with attentions and civilities, not only in his own person, 
but by his amiable Countess. 

12. I have never been able to see "the duty" of a minister to complain to 
congress of an offence given by a brother minister to a foreign court. If  the 
offence is so slight that the court itself thinks it unnecessary to complain of it, 
the minister, surely, is not obliged officially to interfere. If it is grave enough 
for the court to complain, its own ambassador is the proper channel through 
which to convey the accusation, wl-iidi, if it  is well founded, will very rarely, if 
ever, fail of producing its desired effect. 

13. Nor was I ever convinced of the right of a court to require, or of a mini 
ter of State to desire an ambassador to become their auxiliary in a quarrel with 
his brother. It has ever appeared unjust as well as ungenerous to excite quar- 
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rels between two ministers from the same master, two brothers of the same 
family, on account of disputes between the court or minister and one of them. 
A court is always competent to vindicate its ow11 quarrels with an ambassador, 
if it is in the right. 

14. Dr. Franklin's "reluctance" upon this occasion, I believe, was not im- 
plicitly believed by congress, if it w a s b y  any individual member of that saga- 
cious body. Sure I am that I have never given the smallest credit to it. The  
majority, at least, of that congress, if not every member of it, saw, as I have 
always seen, that it was Dr. Franklin's heart's desire to avail himself of these 
means and this opportunity to strike Mr. Adams out of existence as a public 
minister, and get himself into his place. 

15. As early as the month of June  or July, 1778, within three or four months 
after my first arrival in France, I hail written to my most intimate friends in 
congress, particularly and largely to Mr. Samuel Adams, the same sentiments 
which Dr. Franklin says he had written to Sir. Lovell, recommending that two 
of us should be recalled, or sent elsewhere. i l y  letter was shown to Mr. Richard 
Henry Lee and all his friends, who joined cordially in the removal of his brother 
Arthur Lee and me, and in tlie appointment of Dr. Franklin as sole minister at  

tlie court of Versailles. Mr. Richard Henry Lee wrote me at  the time, that he 
had read my letter, and entirely agreed with me in the sentiments of it. I was, 
therefore, sufficiently aware of the inconveniences Dr. Franklin mentioned, and 
endeavored to the utmost of my power to avoid them. I had seen opposition 
and contention and contusion enough between Dr .  Franklin, Air. Lee, and Mr. 
Izard, and enough of the ruinous effects of them to be put sufficiently upon my 
guard. But there is not a possibility of pardingagainst  all the insidious wiles 
of intriguing politicians. If a man can preserve his integrity and the essential 
interest of his country, he will do p e a t  tliinp. H e  must expect to expose his 
person to dangers, and his reputation to obloquy and calumny in abundance. 

16. Next conies a paragraph, which is a downright falseliood. I cannot say 
that tlie Doctor knew it to be false. But it is very strange if he. dill not, for his 
intimate friend, Mr. Chauniont, in whose house lie lived, and whoni he saw 
almost every day, and i l r  Nontl~ieu, another of his intimate friends, knew bet- 
ter. And it is very unaccountable that they had not informed him of a trans- 
action in which they were both employed by the Count de Vergennes, in which 
they were animated with so nmcli zeal and personal interest. But I will chari- 
tably suppose that he was sincere and believed what be said, which is no small 
concession. Let us analyze this curious assertion. 

" Mr. Adams's proper business is elsewhere." Where was his proper busi- 
ness; ? Should he have gone to London, as Lord North said he wished I had ? 
If 1 had, and my character as an ambassador had been respected, and myself 
not Leheacled on Tower Hill, nor thrown into prison as i1r; Laurens was, long 
afterwards, would not my residence in London, besides being intolerably dis- 
agreeable to me, have been a perpetual source of jealousy to the French court 
am1 nation ? 

Should I have gone to iladrid ? Spain had not acknowledged our independ- 
ence. And, besides, Mr. Jay was sent to Spain, and there would have been the 
same room for jealousy of my iilt,erfi?ring with his negotiations, as there was at  
Paris 
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Should I have pone to Holland? There 
intended to go, as soon as 
them of my desire to go, and obtained their consent and their passport, without 
which I could not stir. I ari-ived in Paris in February, was presented to the 
King in my new character, communicated my mission to the Count de Ver- 
gennes, and in one fortnight, certainly in one month, early in the month of 
March, I applied to the Count for a passport to Holland, where I wished to go 
as a traveller. His Excellency was very much averse to n ~ y  going; said per- 
haps he should have to consult with me upon subjects relative to my mission, 
desired I would come to court at  least weekly on ambassador's days, and dine 
with him. At least, he desired I would postpone my journey for some time, 
and advised me to stay till the month of May, when he said I should see the 
country in all its beauty and glory. I repeated my request from time to time, 
but was always put off till May, when I applied again, but was still- evaded. He 
was not quite ready to let me go, and in this manner I was refused a passport 
till midsummer. And then I should not probably have obtained it, if the coii- 
trovrrsy which arose had not made him wish to get rid of me. This controversy 
arose in the following manner. 

After the arrival of the news from America of the resolution of congress of 
the 18th of March, 1780, for the redemption of the paper money a t  forty for one, 
which perhaps would have been more justly redeemed at  seventy for one, M. 
Leray de Cliaumout, Dr. Franklin's landlord and intimate friend and companion, 
and M. Monthieu, another of his intimate friends, came to visit me in my apart- 
ments at  the Hotel de Valois, Rue de Richelieu, in Paris, and informed me that 
they came to me at  the request of the Count de Vergennes, who wished to see 
me and consult with me concerning that resolution of congress which they said 
had excited a sensation in France, and an alarm at court. These gentlemen were , 
personally, and, as they said, deeply interested in this cluestion of paper money, 

I 
and entered into a great deal of conversation with me upon the subject. I en- 
deavored to show them the equity, the policy, and the necessity of the measure, 
and the difficulty, if not impossibility, of making any distinction between natives I 
and foreigners, as well as between Frenchmen and other foreigners. All this 
conversation passed with the utmost coolness, civility, and good-humor on all 
sides, and concluded with a message from the Count de Vergennes, requesting . 
me to go to Versailles, and confer with him on the subject. The next morning 
I went. The Count received me politely, as usual, and informed me that he had 
written to the Chevalier de la Lnzerne, to apply to congress for a repeal of their 
resolution of the 18th of March, relative to paper money; or at least as far as it 
respected foreigners, and especially Frenchmen. I answered his Excellency very 
respectfully and very calmly, endeavoring to explain to him as well as I was able 
the nature of the subject, the necessity of the measure, and the difficulty and the 
danger of making any distinctions in favor of foreigners. The conversation was 
long, and though the Count was very earnest and zealous for a distinction in 
favor of his nation, it was very decent and civil on both sides. Upon my saying 
that I knew not whether I had been able to explain myself to his Excellency in 
French, so as to be perfectly understood, he said he would write to me, for he said 
he wanted me to join him in his representations to congress. Accordingly, in a 
few days, I received his letter, proposing and recommending all the things which 

r I 
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tie nientioned to me in conversation. I niight easily have been as wise upon this 
occasion as Dr. Franklin, and transmitted the Count's letter to congress, and 
recommended it to their serious consideration, and, in my answer to the Count, 
have informed him that I had done so, without expressing any opinion of my 
own in writing either to congress or his Excellency. But such duplicity was 
not in my character. I thought it my indispensable duty to my country aud to 
congress, to France and the Couut himself, to be explicit. I answered his letter 
with entire respect and decency, but with perspicuity and precision, expressing 
my own judgment upon the subject, with the. reasons on which it was founded. 
As I could see no practicability of any distinction of all I mentioned now, but I 
thought, if any was equitable, it would be in favor of American soldiers a i d  early 
creditors, who had lent gold to the United States, and not in favor of foreigners 
who had sold nothing in America till the currency had depreciated, and who 
had sold, perhaps, most of their merchandises after it had undergone its lowest 
depreciation. However, upon the receipt of my letter the Count fell iuto a 
passion, and wrote me a passionate and ungentlemanly reply. I was piqued a 
little, and wrote him, as I thought, a deccnt, tliough, in a few expressious, a 
gently tingling rejoinder. This was insnfferable; and now, both the Count and 
the Doctor, I suppose, thought they had got enough to demolish me, and get my 
commission. And I doubt not the Count was sanguine enough to hope that he 
had got our fisheries, our limits, and a truce secured to his mind, though the 
Doctor, I believe, did not extend his views and wishes so far. H e  aimed, I 
presume, only at  the commission. 

I now leave your readers to judge whether the Doctor had sufficient reason to 
complain to congress against me for officially intermeddling in his department; 

-- 
and this from ennui and idleness. I never in my lift was more busil,eGpiFed: - A - .  

for, the three or four months that I was detained in Paris, wholly against my 
will, by the Count de Vergelines himself, I had to improve myself in the French 
language, to which, two years before, I was an entire stranger. I had the 
~ r e n c h  laws and government) customs, institutions, literature, principles and 
manners to study. I had innumerable volumes to read of former and later 
negotiations, besides making every possibly inquiry concerning every thingthat 
could have relation to my mission for peace. I had not a moment to spare, 
and always occupations much more agreeable to me than any thing that was to 
be said or done in Dr. Franklin's political department. This affair of the cur- 
rency was no more in his department than it was in mine or the Count de Ver- 
gennes's. Neither of us had any instructions concerning it, but as private. 
citizens, and when the Count asked me any question about it, I had as good a 
right to answer him as the Doctor had. I t  is true, I did not show my letters to 
the Doctor. I was not desired by the Count to consult with him. I had no 
doubt upon the subject. From a year's residence with him, in 1778 and 1779, 
in the &me family, Idhew his extreme indolence and dissipation, and, conse- 
quently, that I might ca.U upon him h<alf a dozen times and3uot find him at home ; 
and if I found him, it might be a week before I could get his opinion, and per- 

-. - 
haps never. 

17. " H e  thinks that America hasbeen too free in expressions of gratitude to 
France; for that she is more obliged to us than we to her." I cannot, or a t  
least will uot deny this accusation, for it was my opinion at  that time, has been 



APPENDIX. 

ever since, and is so now. Whether it was prudent at that time to express such 
an opinion is a rluestion. I am not accused of saying it to any Frenchman, and 
I am satisfied I had not. Dr. Franklin might have complained of it to tli 
Count, lor any thingthat I kuew, as well as to congress, but that was Ins indi 
eretion. Conversations in private, in the freedom and familiarity of friendship 
and social intercourse, are not innocently to be betrayed for malicious ~mrposcs. 
If I had written to eongress all the indiscreet sayings of Dr. Franklin that I 
have heard him utter, I might have rendered him very odious and very ridieu- 
lous in America. I will give one example very much to the present purpose, 
because it explains the system of his conduct. H e  has said to me, not only once 
or twice, but many times, that congress were out in their policy in sending so 
many ministers to several courts in Europe; that all their affairs in Europe 
ought to be under one direction, and tli:it the French court ought to be tlie 
centre; that one minister was quite sufficient for all American affairs in 
Europe,! I t  is not at all unlikely to me that lie had e,xpressed the same 
opinion to tlio Count and to many of his fricnils. I do not know, however, that 
he did. This sentiment, however, appears as extravagantly complaisant to the 
French and to himself, as mine can be tliongllit extravagantly com1ilais;int to 
America. If 1 had transmitted this wisc snyiug, and many others, of the great 
philosopher to congress, it would have transpireil, and tlie people as well a s  con- 
gress have thought him very ambitious, very licentious, and very eager ant1 
grasping at power. The wits niigl~t have recollected the solemn saying of 
Tamerlane, that 'Â it was neither agreeable nor decent thatthcre should be two 
kings upon earth; for that the whole globe was too small for the ambition of ;i 
great prince." 

18. " H e  thinks that we should show spirit." "I apprehend he mistakes his 
ground, an11 that this court is to lie treated with decency and delicacy." Spirit 
and delicacy are very compatible. But here lies the sophistry of the false 
accuser. l i e  lias put the sentiment into obnoxious language of his own, to ex- 
cite ;L prejudice against me. But all the sentiment that 1 ever expressed of this 
kind was roimnon to the two Air. Lees, to Air. Izar~J, to Sir. Jay, to Sir. Dana, 
and every otlier honest man from Aincrira I ever acted or conversed with in 
Europe. The sentiment was that we ought not to be wheedled out of our rights, 
nor pillaged of the little money we borrowed for the necessities of our country, 
by a multitude of little agents of ministers or underlings of those agents; in 
short, in moilerii language, by intriguing X's Y's, and Z's, for there were such 
letters in the alphabet under the royal government as there have been since 
under the directorial republic. I tliouglit, with all those wise and uprigllit minis- 
ters just named, that we ought to be candid and explicit with the French minis- 
try, and represent to them that we acted for a young and virtuous republic, but 
not as yet rich ; frugal and parsimonioii" (even perhaps to a fault, of their public 
money; am1 that we never could justify either negligence or profusion. I 
thought, with every one of those gentlemen, that Dr. Franklin and Mr. Deanu 
11ad been to2 ro~nlJiant and too ser~:il-~to lliose little s$;r!ng bodies, anil, in plain 
English, had suffered our country to be (:tented, sh:iiueiully cheated, to a large - 
amount. - 

19. L L  The King, a young and virtuous prince, has a pleasure in reflecting on 
the generous benevolence of the action," &c. 
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In this I agree with Dr. Franklin. The king was the best and sincerest 
friend we had in France, and would not have suffered us to be injured or de- 
ceived. But kings are surrounded by others, arranged in a great scale of sub- 
ordination, some of whon~, by force or art, will do what they please; and kings, as 
Louis the Fifteenth often said, tl~ougli they know it to be wrong, cannot help it. 

20. "M. de  Vergeuues, who appears much offended, told me yesterday, that 
he would enter iuto no further discussions with Mr. Adams, nor answer any 
more of his letters." 

This, no doubt, the Doctor thought was the finishing stroke. The argument 
was irresistible. The Count will neither speak Tor write to i l r .  Adan~s. The 
Count is to be the liacificator of the four quarters of the world. The American 
minister must consult the Count upon every point, and agree to nothing without 
his advice am1 consent. Mr. Adiims, therefore, can never consult hiin or get 
his advice and consent to any thing. The consequence is certain, Sir. Adams 
must be recalled. And, no doubt, another consequence is equally clear, and 
that is, that Dr. Franklin will be appointed to the place ; for lie is on the spot, 
and will be always ready to consult. tu take ailvice, and to ask consent. And, 
moreover, who in the world has such a name as Dr. Franklin '! 

21. l i e  says the ideas of this court am1 those of the people of America are 
so totally different that it is impossible for any minister to please both." 
Nothing is more probable than that, I had said as much as this a hundred times 
to Dr. Franklin, when I lived with him and acted with him under the same 
commission in 1778  and 1779 ; for scarcely any thing pressed more heavily upon 
my mind. I knew it to be true. I knew it to be impossible to give any kind 
of satisfaction to our constituents, that is, to con&ress or their constituents, while 
we consented or connived at such irregular transactions, such arbitrary proceed- 
ings, and such contemptible peculat~ions as had been practised in Sir. Deane's 
time, not only while he was in France, alone, without any public character, but 
cvcn while lie was associated with Dr. Franklin and Mr. Arthur Lee in a real 
con~n~issioii : aud which were rontinuecl in some degree, while I was combined in 
the commission with Franklin and Lee, in spite of all the opposition and remon- 
straiices that Lee and I could make; and which were still continued in some 
degree, though in nothing more atrocious than this new attempt to make 
America pay their French friends dollar for dollar. 

I t  would require volumes to give a history of tliese abuses. A few of them 
may be hinted at. Du Condray's contract for a hundred officers of artillery, a t  
extravagant pay during the war and halt' pay for life, with Du Coudray a t  
ilirir head, to take rank of all the officers in our army, except the commander- 
in-rliief, to receive no orders but from him, and to have the command of all the 
artillery and military manufactures tl~roughout tlie continent. Though congress 
could not think a moment of confirmingblus contract, it cost ' then~ an immense 
sum for the pay and passages of these officers to this country aud back to France. 
The other contract for old magazines of muskets, swords, and bayonets, winch 
were found to be useless, though they cost a large sum of money. Tlic scheme 
that was laid to get Marshal Maillebois appointed commander-in-rhief of the 
American army, in the room of General Washington, kc., &e., &e. 

I thought the statesmen in France ought to have more generous views and to 
be wiser politicians than such sympton~s indicated ; that they ought to know 
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better tlie people tliey had to deal with; that they ought to avoid every thing 
that could excite jealousies in America, lessen the gratitude of our citizens, and 
weitken or destroy their confidence in France. These sentiments I always ex- 
pressed freely to Dr. Franklin, and it is for want of attention to these sentiments 
that we liave been more than once in danger of a war with France ; as we have 
been very lately, if we are not a t  this moment. Though a war with France 
may become inevitable, as it has been partially, in 1793, I own I know of no 
greater error that France can commit than to force us into a war with her, no1 
any greater calamity that America can surer than to be forced into a war with 
France, and an alliance, offensive and defensive, with Great Liritnin. This 
opinion and t l~ssentiment determined me to embrace the first opportunity that 
presented in 1798, 1799, aud 1800, consistent with the honor of the uiition, to 
make peace with France. I should not have thought this of so uiiicli importance 
at  that time, if I hail not been apprehensive that the British party would force 
us into an alliance with Great Britain, our perpetual rival in commerce and 
manufactures all over the globe, and the natural as well as habitual enemy of 
the United States, especially of New En";l;inid. 

22. It' the Count did in reality tell the Doctor, " that be would enter into no 
further discussions wit11 Mr. Adams, nor answer any more of Iiis letters," the 
Count was compelled, a year afterwards, to send for l l r .  Adams to the llague, 
to invite him to Versailles, to enter into disc~~ssi~ins with him anil to answer his 
letters, and, I will add, to treat him with nion; marked attention and studied 
rivilitics than ever he had done, as lias been in part related before, in the 
acvoiint of't,llc e t~ i~es~~ondeuce  upon the articles proposed by the two mediating 
powers. 

'1?>. [Ir " (Mr. Adams) " is pone to I~ollaiiil to try. as lie told me, whether 
some,tliinpi~iight not he clone to render us a little less i!ependt:nt on France." 

I t  is dillirult to read this accusation, p a v e  and solemn as it is, without a smile. 
Yes ! It is highly probable that I said to Dr. Friiiiklhi, iiiore than once or twice, 
that 1 tliongllit we might, and hoped we should, be able to borrow ;L little money - 
in Hollami, that we might be a little less troiib~er'ome and 11uri.lensonie to 
Franeu ; and something, too, to prevent Hollaiul from joiniiiflngland in the 
war against us, which England was determined to rompel her to do, which ;i 
great part of th'e Dutch hoped and all tlie rest feared, and which Kurope in 
general expected. Was tins a crime? Was dependence upon France an 
object of ambition to America? If dependence had been our object, we might 
have liad enough of it without solicitation, under Eii";aiid. Was France avari- 
cious of a monopoly of our depcndencc '/ T h e  Count de V e w n n e s  x is ,  I 
believe ; but I never suspertecl it of the King, or any other of I~is ministers or 
any other Frenchman, lint the secretary of foreign affairs and perhaps a few of 
Itis i-oufideiiti:il dependents. Tint this exclusive dependence was a material, an 
essential part of that strange and iinpeneroiia system of finesse, I cannot call it 
policy, towards America, which the Count h;ul combined and presented in it 

i;ieiiio~i;il to tlie ICiiigI~efore our Revolntiun, which was found amon";I. Tinr- 
tint's papers, 1 believe, and priiiteil by the S.ition:il Assembly nmny year.-, after 
the peace of 1783, in a volun~e called I'ulitiyie tie tous leis cabinets lie I'Europe." 
~ l i i s  system he pursued from Gist to last, and the of it is a confirma- 
tion of all that was ever said or thought of the Count by me or Mr. Jay. T h o  
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Count then might be offended a t  my journey to Holland, and the design of i t ;  
and to irritate him, the Doctor might inform him of it, as  he did congress. But  
congress, instead of taking offence a t  niy plan or reprehending me for entertain- 
ing it, or for commuuirating i t  to Dr. Franklin, highly approved it, and sent me 
power to execute it, which must have made the Doctor feel rather unpleasantly, 
aud certainly his letter very ridiculous. I n  spite of all the Count's opposition, 
congress did in fact IionoraMy and perseveringly support me through a very 
long and very fiery ordeal, till the arts of England were defeated, a treaty ratified, 
and so much money obtained as made us completely independent of Frauivc for 
that article, from that time to this. 

23. The " opiniun lately sliowing itself in Paris, that we seek a difl'erence, 
and with a view of reconciling ourselves tu England," was and is wholly unknown 
to ma. W i o  were the Americans who had of late been very iniliscreet in tlieir 

! 
conversations, is not explained, and had not come to my knowledge. I re:~ollect 
but one, who came over from England in a rage, and cursed and swore in his 
hotel; but the Frcnch conceived no jealousy from him. They considered him 
as a " Mons'ii nr Jenn Dull pi a plus d'ttrge1i.t que  lie l'espril," and cared nothing 
for his brutality as Ion;; as  they apt his money. 

24. 1 ought not to omit, upon this oucasion, to say, because possibly no other 
person can s'iy it o r  will say it. - Dr. Franklin has been accused of plagiarismin 
publishing that very ancient and very ingenious fal~le in favor of toleration. I 
have had opportunity to know that the Doctor never claimed the  right to it, o r  
pretended that it was his own. I t  was inserted in his works by an editor o r  
printer in his alisenre and without his consent. 

Surmises have also been insinuate11 concerning Dr. Franklin, relative to M. 
Beaumardiais's claim, and especially the million of livres which the  Count d e  
Vergennes called the secret of the cabinet .  I have never suspected, but, on the 
contrary, have a l G l i T &  fully convinced that Dr. Franklin was as innocent in 
both these transactions a s  any  nlan in America was. Nor did I ever suspect the 
Count de Vergrnnes, at'least in the affair of Beanmarehais.' I had my suspicion 
of others; but these surmises were founded on no proof, and were suggested by 
circnmstances that could fix upon no unc person, a'nd it' they could, would not 
be sufficient to convict a gypsy of a petty larceny. As I consider the loss as 
irremediable, I shall say no more. I have consiclered those subjects as  X, Y, 
and Z intrigues, and that of Bcauniarcl~ais a t  least as mortifjii~g to the Count 
d e  Vergeiines as to Dr. Franklin, and as murh out of the. power of the one as 
the other to prevent. 

25. Mr. Jefferson has said that Dr. Franklin was an honor to human nature. d 
A- --. 

And so. indeeil, he was. Ha<] lie been an ordinary nnn,1 should never have 
taken the trouble to expose the turpitude of hi? iptrigmes,or to vindicate my .---.--- -- -- 
reputation against his viliticat1on.s and .caliimnies. But  the temple of human - 
nature has two great apartments: the intellectual and the uioral. If there is  - 
not a mutual friendship and st1-i-'t alliance between these, degradation to the 
whole l~uilding must be the conseq~~cr i~~e .  There may be blots on the disk of 
tlie most refnlgpnt luminary, almost suliicient to eclipse it. And it is of great 
importance to the rising generation in this country that they be put upon their 
guard against being dizzied by the s u r r o n ~ d i n g b l a z e  into an idolatry to the 
spots. If the affnble archangel understood the -itandan1 of mvrit. that 

Great or bright infers not excellence, 
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Franklin's moral character can neither be applauded nor con$emned, with01 
discriini~ii~tioii and many limitations. 

To all those talents and qualities for the foundation of a ̂ Rn 'and lasting ehar- 
acter, which were held up to the view of the whole world by the university of 
Oxford, the .Royal Society of London, and the Royal Academy of Sciences in 
Paris, were added, it is believed, more artificial modes of diffusi!lg, celebrating, 
and exaggerating his reputation, than were ever before or since practised in ^ "favor of' any indiviiliiiil. 

, Iris rcpnti~tion was more universal than t1i;it of Leibnitz or ^Newton,Frerlerirk - 
or Voltaire, and Ifis character more beloved and esteemed than any or all of I Ã£Ã£ Newton had astonished perhaps forty or fifty men in Europe: for not 
more thau that number, probably, a t  'any one time had read him and nndcr- 
stood him by his discoveries and demonstrations. And these being held in 
admiration in their respective countries as a t  the head of the philosophers, had 
spread among scientific people a mysterious wonder a t  the genius of this perhaps 
tlie greatest man that ever lived. l int  this tame was confined to men of letters. 
The common people knew little and cared nothing about such a recluse philos- 
opher. Leibnitz's name was more confined still. lkt ir ick-was  hated by more 
than half of Europe as nmeh as Louis the Fourteenth was, and as Napoleon is. 
Voltaire, whose name was more universal than any of those before mentioned, 
was considered as a vain. profligate wit, and not much esteemed or beloved by 1 -  anybody, though admired by all who knew his works. Uut_Franklhi's fame was 
universal. His name was familiar to government and people, to kings; courtiers, 
nobility, el erg^, am1 philosophers, as well as plebeians, to sn<-li a degree that there 
was sparrely ;i peasant or a citizen, a valet de chamire, eoaclinian or footnlan, :i 
lady's chambermaid or a scullion in a kitchen, who was not familiar with it, 
and who (lid not consider him a s a f r i e n d  to human kind. - When t,hey spoke 
of him, they seemed to think he was to restore t,he golden age. They seemed 

A-pice, veiituro 1a;tentur lit omnia sseclo. 

To develop that complication of causes, which conspired to produce so s i n p -  
lar a phenomenon; is far beyond my means or forces. Perhaps it ran never be 
done without a complete history of the l>liilosopliy and polities of tlie eighteenth 
century. Such a work would be one of the most importtint that ever was writ- 
ten : much more interesting to this and tilture ages than the '. Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire," splendid and useful as that is. La Harpe lwo~i~ii-ed a 
history of the of the eighteenth cent,ury; hut he died and left 11s only 
a few fragments. Without going back to Lord Herbert, to Hobbes, to I! 
ville, or to a host of more obscure infidels, both in England, France, ano -- 
ii~iiny, it is enough to say that four of the finest writers that Great Uritain evi 
produced, Shaftesbur~, Bolingbrokc~, IIunii~, and Gibbon, whose Inliors we 
translated into all langnages. and three of the mo-.t eloquent writers that evt 

lived in France, whose works were also transhiteil into all languages, Vc 
Rous-ean, and Raynal, seem to have made it the study of their lives anil t l  

obiert of tlieir most strenuous exertion% to render mankind in Europe disco 
tented with their situation in life, and with the stiite of 'society, both in n 
anrl government. Princes anil courtiers as well as citizens and countryme 
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clergy as well as laity, became infected. The King of l'russia, the. Empress 
Catherine, were open and undisguised. ~ h e % m ~ e r o r  Joseph the Second was 
suspected, and even the excellent and amiable King of France grew impatient 
and uneasy under the fatiguingceremonies of the Catholic church. All these 
and manymore were_ professed admirers of Sir. Franklin. He was considered 
as a citizen of the world, a ii.&d to i l l  n1enanilG eyemyto none. His rigor- / 
ow taciturnity was very favorable to this singular felicity. He conversed only 
with individuals, and freely only with confidential friends. In company he was 
totally silent. 

When the association of Encyclopedists was formed, Mr. Franklin was con- 
sidered as a friend and zealous promoter of that great enterprise, which engaged 
all their praises. When the society of economists was commencing, lie became 
one of them, anil was solemnly ordained a knight of the order by the laying on 
the hands of Dr. Quesnay, thefather and founder of that sect. This effectually 
secured the affections and the panegyrics of that numerous society of men of 
letters. H e  had been educated a printer, and had practised Ins art in Boston, 
Philadelphia, and London for many years, where he not only learned the full 
power of the press to exalt and to spread a man's fame, but acquired the intimacy 
and the correspondence of many men of that profession, with all their editors 
and many of their correspondents. This whole tribe became enan~oured and 
proud of Sir. Franklin as a member of their body, and were consequently always 
ready and eager to publish and embellish any panegyric upon him that they 
could procure. Throughout his whole life he courted and was courted by the 
printers, editors, and correspondents of reviews, magazines, journals, and pam- 
phleteers, and those little busy meddling scribblers that arc always buzzing about 
the press in America, England, Trance, and Holland. These, together with 
some of the clerks in the Count de Vergenncs's office of interpreters, (tureau 
des inter!ir?tes,) filled all the gazettes of Europe with incessant praises of SIoii- 4 
sieur Franklin. If a collection could be made of all the Gazettes of Europe for 
the latter half of tlie eighteenth century, a greater number of panegyrical para- 
graphs upon " le grand Franklin " would appear, it is believed, than upon any 

I 
other man that ever lived. 

- 
While lie had the singular felicity to enjoy the entire esteem and affection of 

all the philosophers of every denomination, he was not less regarded by all the 
sects and denominations of Christians. The Catholics thonght him almost a 
Catholic. The Church of England claimed him as one of them. The Presby- 
terians thought him half a Presbyterian, and the Friends believed him a wet 
Quaker. The dissenting clergymen in England and America were among the 
most distinguished asserters and propagcitors of his renown. Indeed, all sects 
considered him, an11 I believe justly, a friend to unlimited toleration in matters 
of religion. 

Nothing, perhaps, that ever occurred upon this earth was so well calculated to 
give any man an extensive and universal celebrity as the discovery of the efficacy 
ofiron points and the invention of lightning-rods. The idea was one of the most 
sublime that ever entered a human imagination. that a mortal should disarm the 
clouds of heaven, and almost snatch from his hand the sceptre and the rod." 
The anrients would have enrolled him with Bacrhus and Ceres, Hercules and 
Minerva. His Paratonn+res erecte,d their heads in all parts of the world, on 
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ordinary citizens. These visible objects reminded all men of the name and 
character of their inventor; and, in the course of time, have not only tran- 
quillized the minds, and dissipated the fears of the tender sex and their timorous 
children, but have almost annihilated thit  panic terror and superstitious horror 
which was once almost universal in violent storms of t l i ~ ~ i i t l ~ r  and lightning. 'To 
condense all the rays of this glory to a focus, to sum it up in a single line, to 
impress it on every iuiiid and triinsmit it to all posterity, a motto was alevised for 
his picture, and soon became familiar to the memory of every school-boy who 
understood a word of Latin : - 

' Eripuit coelo fulmen sceptrumque tyrannis." I 
Thus it appc;ired at  first, ;ind the author of it was held in a niysterious obscurity. 
But, after some time, 31. Targot altered it to 

" Eripuit ccelo ful~uen; mox sceptra tyrannis." -4 By the first line, tlie rulers of Great Britain and their arbitrary oppressions of 
the Colonies were alone understood. By the serond was intimated that Mr. 

I Franklin was soon to destroy or at  least to dethrone all kings and abolish all 
monarchical governments. This, it cannot be disyiised, flattered a t  that time I 

I the ruling popular passion of all Europe. I t  was at first hinted that it was 
written in Holland ; but I have long entertained a suspicion, from many cir- 1 - 
cumstanc'es, that Sir William .Jones, who undoubtedly furnished Mr. Franklin 
with his niotto, 

Non sine Diis animosus inf.ins," 

sent him the Erip~tit cmlo, and that M. Turgot only 
Whoever was the author of it. there can be no doubt it was an imitation of a 
line in a poem on astronomy, written in the age of Tiberius, though it ought not > 
to be called a plagiarism, 

Eripuit Jovi fuhuen, viresqne toii:ui~li. 

The general discontents in Europe have not been produced by any increase Ã 
of the power of kings, for monarchical authority lias been greatly diminished in > 

I all parts of Europe during the last century, but by the augmentation of the ,̂ 
wealth and vower of the aristocracies. The meat and general extension of 

I \ 

-I 1 commerce has introduced such inc(~ualitics of property, that the class of initlilliiig 
people, that great and excell'ent portion of society upon whom so much of the 
liberty and prosperity of nations so greatly drpends, is ;illnost lo&; and tlie two 
o ~ l e r s  of rich and poor only remain. By this means kings have fallen more into 
the power and under the 'direction of the aristocracies, and the middle classes, 
upon whom kings chiefly depended for support against the encroachments of the 
nobles and the rich, have failed. The people find themselves burdened now by 
the rich, and by the power of the crown now commonly wiekled by the rich. And 
as knowledge and education, ever since the Reformation, liiive Ix-m in ~rciisiii,; 
among the common people, they feel their burdens more sensibly, grow impatient 
under them, and more desirous of throwing them off. The immense revenu'sy 
of the diurvh, the rrowns, and all the 
navies must all be paid hy the people, who groan and stagger under the wcig 
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The few who think and see the progress and tendency of things, have long fore- 
seen that resistance in some shape or other must be resorteil to, some time 
or other. They have not been able to see any resource but in the common 
people ; indeed, in republicanism, and that republicanism must be democracy ; 
because the whole power of the aristocracy, as of the n~onarchies, aided by the 
church, must be wielded against them. Hence the popularity of all insurrections 
against the ordinary authority of government during the last century. IIeurc 
die popularity of Pascal Paoli, the Polish insurrections, the American Revolution, 
and the prc-ent struggle in Spain and Portugal. When, where, and in what 
manner all this will end, God only knows. To  this cause Air. Franklin owed 
much of hispopularity. H e  was considered to be in his heart no ii+end to kings, 
/ 

nobles, or prelates. H e  was thought a profonncl legislator, and a friend of 
democracy. H e  was thought to be the magician who had excited the ignorant 
~mer i cans  to resistance. Hisn~ysterious wand had separated the. Colonies from 
Great Britain. He had framed and established all the American constitutions - 
of government, especially all the best of them, i. e. the most democratieal. His 
plans and his example were to abolish monarchy, aristocracy, and hierarchy 
throughout the world. Such opinions as these were entertained by the Duke de 
la Rochefoucauld, M. Turgot, M. Condorcet, and a thousand other men of learn- 
ing and eminence in France, England, Holland, and all the rest of Europe. 

Mr. Franklin, however, after all, a@ notwithstanding all his faults and errors, 
was a great anil eminent benefactor to his country and mankind. 

was the real character, and so much more formidable was the artificial 
character of Dr. Franklin, when he entered into partnership with the Count de 
Vergennes, the most powerful minister of State in Europe. to destroy the char- 
acter and power of a poor man almost without a name, unlinoirn in the European 
world, born and educated in the American wilderness, out of which he had never 
set his foot till 1 7 7 8  Thanks to the wisdom, virtue, dignity, and fortitude of 
conzrcss. all their arts were defeated in America. And thanks to the intelli- 

0 3 

gencc, integrity, and firmness of Mr. Jay, they were totally disappointed at  
Paris. For, without Iiis cooperation, no effectual resistance could have been 
made, as Mr. Jefferson and Sir Laurens were not present. 

A clamor will no doubt be raised, and a horror excited, because Franklin is 
dead. To  this, at  present, I shall say no more than that his letters still live, that 
his enmity to me i s  recorded in history, and that I never heard i t  was unlawful -- - 
to say that C z a r  was ambitious, Cat0 proud, Cicero vain, Brutus and Seneca as 
well as Pompey, nhiirers ; or that the divine Socrates gave advice to a courtesan 
in her trade, and was even suspected of very infamous vices with Alcibiades and 
other boys, - because they were dead. 

Franklin had a great genius, original, sagacious, and inventive, capableof 
discoveries in science no less than of imnrovements in the fine arts and the . . 
mechanic arts. H e  had a vast imagination, equal to the comprehension of the 
greatest objects, and capable of a steady and cool comprehension of them. He 
had wit at  will. l i e  had humor that, when he pleased, was delicate and delight. 1 
ful. H e  had a satire that was good-natured or caustic, Hohce or Juvenal, Swift 
or Rabelais, at  %is pleasure. H e  had talents for irony, allegory, and fable, that 
he  could adapt with great skill to the promotion of moral-and political truth 
H e  wa,s master of that infantine simplicity which the French call naivelh, which - 
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never fails to charm, 1x1 Fli~edrus and La Fontaine, ti-0111 the rradle to the grave. 
Had he been blessed with the same advantages o f  scholastic education in his 
early youth, and pursued a course of rtiidies as unembarrassed with occupations 
of public and private life, as Sir Isaac Newton, hc might have emulated the 
first philosopher. Although I am not ignorant that most of Lis positions and - 
hypotheses have been controverted, I cau~iot but think hc lias added niuch to 
the mass of natural knowledge, and contributed largely to the progress of the 
human rnind,both by his own writings and by the controversies anil experi- 
ments he has excited in all parts of Europe. H e  hail abilities for investigating 
statistical questions, and in some parts of his life has written pamphlets and 
essays upon pul~lii; topics with gre;tt ingenuity and siicress; but after my 
a(-(luaintiince with him, wliieh commenced in congress in 1775, his excellence-as 
a legislator, a politician, or a negotiator most.certainly never appeared. No 
sentiment more weak and superficial was ever avowed by the most absurd 
philosopher than some of his, particularly one that he procured to be inserted in 
the first constitution of Pennsylvania, and for which he had such a fondness as to 
insert it in his will. I call it weak, for so it must have been, or hypocritical; 
unless .lie meant by one satiric touch to ridicule his own republic, or throw i t  
into everlasting contempt. 

I must acknowledge, after all, that no t l i ng in  life lias mortified or grieved 
me more than the necessity which compelled me to oppose him so often as I 
have. He was a mail with whom I always wished to - live in friendship, and for 
that purpose omitted no demonstration of respect, esteem, and veneration in my 
power, until I had unequivocal proofs of Iiis hatred, tor no other reason under 
the sun, but because I p v e  my judgment in opposition to his, in many points 
which materially affected theinterests of our country, and in many niorr wliich 
essentially concerned our happiness, safety, and well-being. I could not and 
would not sacrifice the clearest dictates of niy understandingand the purest 
principles of morals and policy in compliance to Dr. Franklin. When historians 
.shall hereafter inform posterity that Mr  Adams was not beloved by his vener- 
able colleague, it is to be hoped that they will explain this truth by adding, that 

1 Mr. Izaid, Mr. Lee, Mr. Diin;~, and many other honest patriots were not be- 
loved by him, and tliat Mr. Silas Deane and many others of Iiis stamp were 
beloved by him. 

What shall we do with these gentlemen of great souls and vast views, who, 
without the least tincture of vanity, bond fide believe themselves the greatest 
men in the world, fully qualified and clearly entitled to govern their governors 
and command their commanders as well as their equals and inferiors, purely for 
their good and without the smallest interest for themselves? Though it may be 
true, as Dr. Youngsays, proud as this world is, there is more superiority in it 
given than assunied et  it is certain there is sometimes more assumed tlian the 

-,y world is willing to g r e .  Such, unfortunately for Dr. Franklin, was his destiny 
on this occasion. Instead of disapproving my designs in Holland, congress sanc- 
tioned them. Instead of disgracingand crushingme, they heaped upon me 
fresh proofs of their confidence and affection. 
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(Page 377.) 

FROM THE BOSTON PATRIOT, 23 OCTOBER, 1811. 

WHEN the conferences between the British and American ministers were 
first opened, or very soon afterwards, the former demanded the cession of the 
whole Province of Maine. They pretended that it was no part of the Province 
of the ^Massachusetts Bay, and therefore no part of the American confederacy ; 
conr.equcutly, not incluilcd in their commission nor in ours; that the boundary 
between the United States and the British territory in America must be the 
Pisrataqua River, kc. 

This wild pretension was unexpected to 11s all, I believe. I am sure it ;vas to 
me. I contented myself with observing, that the Province .of Alaine had been 
long incorporated by charter with the Old Colonies of Plymouth and Massa- 
chusetts &iy; that they had all been under one government and administration 
for a century; that the Province of Maine had been in anus against the preten- 
sions of the British ministry and parliament, as long and as ardently as any part 
of the Union ; had cont~ibiited her full proportion botli of men and money in the 
whole course of the war ; an11 that the British commissioner might as well claim 

town of Boston or the town of Plyn~outh, as the town of Falinouth, York, or 
ells; for all these had alike been represented iu congrcsq from 1774 to the 

present day, anrl been equally or at  least proportionally concerned in electing 
and maintaining delegates in that great council of the nation. 3fy colleagues 
promptly and cordially supported me in all these observations, and the Englii;h 
gentlemen did not appear to possess any information to countervail them ; but 
still insisted that they must have the rivers Penobscot and Keiinebee within their 
donlinions. From time to time after this, both in private conversations and in 
public conferences, the English gentlemen contended for Penobscot, Kennebec, - - 
and as far as Piscataqua Eiver. There was so much said upon the subject that 
it began to be a topic of conversation at  Versailles, and I was informed that 
some of the courtiers had received impressions favorable to the British claim. 
This induced me to carry to Versailles and show to the Comte de Yergenne~, 
(as I have mentioned in the foregoing journal,) the documents containing the 
authority of the Governors Shirley, Powiiall, Bernard, and Hutchinson, in our 
favor, and directly in contra~liction. to the present pretensions of Mr. Oswald, 
Sir. Whitetbord, Sir. Strachey, kc. This precaution, which I took longbefoie I 
produced any of' these documents in our public conferences, silenced all the 
praters at  Versailles, and we heard nomore of British pretensions to Penohscot, 
countenanced at  court. Messengers and couriers were continually passing 
and repassing between Paris and London, fiom the British ambassadors to the 
British ministry. One gentleman I have been informed crossed the Channel 
eight or ten times upon these errands during the negotiation. And whenever a 
new courier arrived, we were sure to hear some new proposition concerning the 
Province of Maine. Sometimes the English gentlemen appeared to soften down 
a little, and to be willing to compromise with us, and to condescend to agree 

56 ' 
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upon Kennebec River as the boundary; and at last they seemed to insinuate 
that for the  sake of peace they might retreat as far as Penobscot. lint Penob- 
scot must a t  all events be theirs. W e  concludcil, t'rom all tliese appearances, 
that they had instructions to insist upon this point; but  we insisted upon the 
River St. Croix, which I construed to mean the River St. John's, for St,. John's 
had as many holy crosses upon it as any other river in that region, and had as 
often been called St. Croix River. 

One morning, I aam not able to say of what day in November, hut rcrtainly 
many days after the commencement of conferences, the British minister intro- 
duced to us a special messenger from London, as the oldest rlerk in the bonrd of 
trade and plantations, and a very respectable character. He was sent over by 
the British cabinet with h u ~ c  volumes of the orizi~ml rer'ords of the board of 

0 

trade am1 plantations, which they would not trust to any  other messenger, in 
order to support tlieir iiiroiitestable claim to the Province of Maine. W e  all 
treated the gentleman and Iiis records with respect. After the usual ceremonies 
and salutations were over, the gentleman produced his manuscripts, and pointed 
to the passages he relied on, and read them. 

I said nothing a t  first; but I thongl~t the British cabinet believed that Dr. 
Franklin was too much of a philosopher to have been very attentive to these 
ancient transactions, and that Air. Ailanis and Sir. Jay were too young to know 
any  thing about them; and, therefore, that they migllit, by the venerable figure 
and imposing title of the most ancient clerk in  the board of trade and planta- 
tions, and by the pompous appearance of enormous volumes of ancient records, 
be able to chicane us out of the Province of Maine, o r  a t  least to intimidate us 
into compromise for the River Kennebec, or, a t  the worst, for Penobscot. When 
the aged stranger had read for some time in Iiis aged volumes, I observed that I 
had, at  my apartments, documents which I flattered myself would sufficiently 
explain and refute whatever might be contained in those records, which should 
be construed or alleged against our right to the Province of Maine, and requested 
that the deliberation might be postponed till I could produce my books and 
papers. This was agreed. Accordingly, a t  the next  meeting, I produced my 
documents. 

Here  I hope I shall be indulged in a digression, to show what these documen 
were, and how I became "pssessed of them. 

When in October, 1779,I  received from congress n ~ y  comn~issions and instru 
tions to treat of peace and commerce with the ministers of his Britannic majest 
and  my orders to embark for Europe in  order to be there ready to treat whcn- 
ever negotiations for peace should be opened, I foresaw that there might be 4 
muvh diflirulty and discussion in ascertaining the boundary between that part of 
Massachusetts called the Province of Alaine and the British Province of Nova 
Scotia, and possibly of Canada. T o  prepare myself against t i is  contingency, I 
procureil the charters of Massachusetts, anil a pretty thick quarto volume of the 
printed negotiations of Mr. Maitland and Governor Sliirlcy in the year 1754, in 
which mail? questions, and perhaps all the questions relative to the subject, had 
been largely treated a t  Paris. I took some pains to procure another paper, too, 
which, though it could be of no authority of itself, would serve me as a n  index 
to all other authorities. Although the history o f t h i s  paper will be considpn~ri 
another digression, it must be here inserted. 
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I n  the autumn of the year 1773, the two houses of the legislature of Massa- 
chusetts appointed the Honorable James Bowdoin and John Adams, Esq., a 
comn~ittee to prepare and report a statement of tlie title of the province to cer- 
tain lands to which tlie lesislatnre of S e w  York had asserted a claim, and en- 
deavored to support it by a very learned work elaborately drawn up by Mr. 
Duane, and adopted and printed by their authority. WIien the committee met, 
Sir. Bowcloin insisted that Air. Adams should take upon himself the investigation 
and prepare the report, as he was plea.'-ed to say, because it lay more in the 
vourse of his studies and daily researches. I was very much pressed with h i -  
ness ; Mr. Bowcloin had great leisure. Mr. Bowdoin had been fifteen years in 
the legislature, and having much more experience and weight, I pxcused myself 
and urged him to undertake it, promisingto give him all the assi-itauce in my 
power. But  lie retiiaecl, an11 a t  last, with much reluctance, I undertook it. 

A much more considerable part of the winter t,han I could well spare fivm iny 
necessary enspgements in other business, was spent in researches to prepare this 
report. I visited Dr. Slather, and was kindly admitted to his library and the 
collections of his ancestors. I was admitted to a valuable collection of 'Mr. 
Moffat, who was very curious in a1~1assinga11eient records and pamphlets, par- 
ticularly the journals, ancient and mo~lern, of the Massachusetts legislature. I 
mounted u p  to the balcony of Dr. Sewall's church, where were assembled a col- 
lection which Mr. Prince had devoted himself to make from the twentieth year 

1 
of his age. The loss of this library of' books and papers, in print and iu manu- 
script, can never be sufficiently regretted. Such a treasure never existed any- 
where else, and can never again be made. l i e  had endeavored, and -xith great 
success, to collect every history, pamphlet, and paper which could throw light on 
the Reforn~ation, the rise and progress of the Puritans, and the persecutions 
which drove our ancestors over to this wild and unknown world. 

From the materials, collertccl from every quarter, I drew a report, and pre- 
sented it to Mr. Bowcloiu, who, after taking time to peruse it, was pleased to say 
it was an excellent report, that it wanted no amendment, and that lie would 
present it to the House. Air. Samuel Adams was then clerk of the House. The  
legislature were convened by Governor Gage, at  Salem, and whether the report 
was ever read to the House or  not, I know not. I t  was not printed in the 
Journal, as all other reports of that nature ever had been. Expec t ing to  see it 
in print immediately, I had omitted to preserve a copy of it. This report now, 
in 1779,  I wanted to assist me in preparing documents for tlie negotiations for 
peace. But  applying to Mr. Aclama, who had been clerk of the House, and was 
now secretary of the State, he informed me that in the confusion at  Salem, when 
they resolved on a congress and chose their delegates, lie had mislaid it, and 
could not find it. I t  was. however, afterwards found and delivered to the com- 
missioners, who finally settled the dispute with the commissioners of T ew York. 
I say it was found, because I have been informed by Governor Sullivan, Chief 
Justice Parsons, Mr. Dalton, anil Sir. King, that they had it in my handwriting, 
and that i t  enabled theni to obtain from New York the cession of the Genesee 
country. Where it is now, I know not; but it ought either to be returned to 
me or published, as  I never had any compensation for it, though a grant had 
always been customary on such occasions, or even acknowledgment of it. This 
however, is no mortification to me. Another consideration is infinitely niora 
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a t e  in trifling c s interest, and 

That territory would now build hospitals, 
universities, botanical gardens, or any otlier public institutions, without applying 
to individual subscribers, or laying any burden on the people. 

As I could not obtain my report in manuscript or in print, I looked about to 
furnish myself with such other documents as I could find. I procured all the 
printed Journals of the Massachusetts legislature, which contained any thing 
relative to our boundaries; and anlong the rest, the journals of the 1762, 
1763, 1764, 1765, and 1766. In  all these journals it appeared that one roiin- 
sellor or assistant, an inhabitant or prol~rietor of lauds, within tlie territory lying 
1-etween the River Sagadahock am1 Nova Scotia, was annnally chosen by the 
two houses of the legislature of Massachusetts Bay. And this Saplahock cou ' 
sellor had never been negatived by any governor, nor was any disapprobati a 

of his election signified by the government in England. On the contrary, t - 
express approbation of tlie governor had been annually recorded. 

I t  appeared in all these journals that representatives from the towns in t - 

any gove,rnor, or from the government in England. In short, the legislature 

I counties of York, Cumberland, Lincoln, all within the Province of Maine, ha., 
been annually chosen, and several in the House, without any remonstrance fro B & 
Massachusetts Bay had laid out counties, incorporated towns, granted lands, and 
regnlateil every thing from the date of the charter in the Province of 31- <itlie, " as 
much as in the Old Colony of Plynlouth, or in the Connties of Worcester and 
Hampshire. 

[Here follow references to the volumes of the Journal, and to the report of 
Mr. ~Iutchinson of the title to the territory in question, in 1763, which it is 
unnecessary to repeat here, the printed volumes being readily accessible to the 
tiirions. There is also a break in tlie article, as printed in the Boston Patriot, 
tansecl by the accidental loss of a part of the manuscript.] 

In addition to these, I had another journal, in which was recorded the voyage 

L 
of Governor Pownall to Penobscot, his treaty with the Indians there, and his 
solen~nly takingpossession of the river mi l  the country on both sides of it in the 
name and by the authority of the Province of Massachusetts Bay. This volume 
has been borrowed or mislaid, or something worse; so that I have it not in my 
power to give it in all its details. 

These volun~es, i. e .  Shirley's and Maitland's memorials, the Journals of the 
House of llepresentatives, and the charter and laws of Massachusetts Bay had 
r a n  all hazards with me in a leaky ship, every hour, for fifteen days, in danger 
of sinking; and through Spain and France to Holland, and thence bark to Paris. "I 
When they were prodnced and laid on the table before the Hritish minister 
and his associates, I saw no great symptoms of surprise in any of them, excepting 
the tall and venerable clerk of the Board of Trade. His countenance and the 
agitation lie was in convinced me that he knew the contents of those volumes as 
well or liettcr thaii I did. I t  was impossible but he must have been familiar with 
them all. It was manifest enough that the Comte de Vergelines was not the 
only refined ~olitician with whom we had to do. 

When the gentlenian had read from his ancient records all that he thought 
proper to read of misrepresentations of Coram and his associates against the 
Ma.-~;u!iii~etts Bay, requesting the gentlemen to peruse my other volumes at 
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leisure, I read the foregoing report ; and before I had gone half-way through, I 
saw that all the gentlemen, not excludingthe clerk himself, were fully convinced 
that they had taken possession of ground they could not maintain or defend. 

. 

Although they did not expressly acknowledge their error, the subject subsided 
and we heard little more concerning it. The clerk, with his records, soon 
returned to England. 

(Page 393.) 

FROM THE BOSTON PATRIOT, '21 AUGUST, 1811. 

THE reflections sugestecl by this letter are more numerous than your patience 
would bear to publish. A very few will be noted : - 

1. This letter is a masterpiece of- what shall I call it ?-French finesse ? 
I t  is very true that we have experienced in most of the British administrations 
since the year 1761, and especially within the last ten years, models of equal 
excellence. Tlie refinements of policy in many of the courtiers in the old world 
can scarcely be conceived by the plain genius of native Americans, nor can they 
be perceived without abhorrence of the heart. Our go~ernmeiit and its ser- 
vants must be up011 their guard, and see and judge for themselves, placing un- 
limited confidence in no pretended friends. Hitherto foreign policy has obtained 
no essential advantage against us, except by discouraging our navy, and in that 
finesse France and England most cordially unite. 'Russia, I hope, will give us 
better advice. 

2. What impression this letter made upon Dr. Franklin, I know not, but by 
conjecture. His usual reserve anrl taciturnity did not forsake him. At least, it 
m:ide no alteration in his confidence in Vergennes. ' H e  persisted to the last, 
even long after the signature of the definitive treaty, in saying that I' the Count 
de Vergennes had never deceived him." This favorite saying of the Doctor is 
wholly incomprehensible to me. Did he mean that Vergennes had from the 
b e g i ~ i ~ ~ i i ~ ~ o m m u n i c a t e d  candidly to him Ills design to deprive us, with or without 
our own consent, of the fisheries and western territories ? If this was his mean- 
ing, where was his integrity and fidelity to Iiis country in concealing it from 
coniress and his colleagues? Did he mean that Marbois's letter had not con- 
vince(1 11iul that Vergeiiiles was in conihination wit11 AJarbois to deprive us of 
the fiilieries aiitl wstern territories? ,If this was his meaning, he had more 
credulity in politics than he had in philosophy, morality, or religion. 

Mr. Jay's opinion of Marbois's letter was uniform, unreserved, and explicit. 
That of a downright honest man and a man of sound understanding. 

3. This letter made 'perhaps a peater  impression upon me than upon either 
of my colleagues, because 1 had been a witness to certain facts of which they 
knew nothing With all l n w 1 1 t e c 1  vanity, 2 is a severe mortification to me to 
find myself o b ~ i ~ e d e r  into so much eaotistical liistory, and to relate so 
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many facts as I have done and  shall be obliged to do, upon my own single testi- 
mony. I can only appeal to God anil to the world, and leave it to their ultimate 
decision. At present, I can give but hints and sketches, and I shall certainly not 
live long enough to publish the documents which are in my possession, much less 
to collect tliose which 1 know exist, thougli I have them not. 

On my arrival in France, in the month of April, 1778,  as it has been before 
related perhaps more than once, I found the ~mer i cans  divided into two parties, 
very nearly as hostile to each other as France and Great Britain are a t  tins hour. 
Dr. Franklin and Mr. Duane had been at  the head of one party, and Air. Arthur 
Lee and Mr. Ralph Izard a t  tlie head of the other. Mr. Deane had been 
recalled, and was gone to Toulon to embark in tlie French fleet for America. I 
was arrived with a new commis*ion, to Air. Franklin, Air. Lee, and myself, as 
commissioners plenipotentiary to the Kingof France. Botli parties, therefore, 
lo~lceil to me as an umpire, because it noulil be in  my power to decide which 
party should have the majority. I n  a country whose language, laws, custon~s, 
manners, and every thine; was new to me, situated between gentlemen in Amer- 
ican cni~-iloyn~eiits, one of whom, Dr. Franklin, was known to me, the other two, 
Mr. Arthur Lee and Mr. Ralph Izaril, were total strangers to me but by reputa- 
tion, I saw and felt tlie delicacy, the difficulty, the danger, and tlie full respon- 
sibility of my situation. 

Dr. Franklin was the first I saw, and lie received me like a cordial congress 
acquaintance of three years' standing. l i e  hat1 reserved Sir. Deane's apartments 
in the house, and I agreed to take them, and make a common family with the 
Doctor. He immediately inforn~ecl me of tlic " coolness," as lie called it, between 
him. on one side. and Mr. Lee and 'Mr. Izard on the oilier. and cave me such 
an account of the causes of it as lie thongl~t proper. I soon saw Sir. Lee, but he 
was very reserved on the subject of"  coolness" and differences. Air. Izard soon 
made me repeated visits,and gave me in full ilctails his account of the dissensions 
and quarrels among American ministers. This is not the place to unravel all 
these mysteries, which would fill a volume.. It must suffire to say tliat Mr. Izard, 
with a fund of honor, integrity, candor, and benevolence in Ins character, which 
must render him eternally estimable in tlie sight of all moral and social beings, 
was, nevertheless, the most passionate, and in his passions tlie most violent and 
unbridled in his expressions, of any man I ever knew. Air. Izard's history of 
transactions before my arrival shocked me beyond measure, and his expressions 
terrified me. I knew not what to think of the man or In's narrative. As to 
enter into particulars would lead me too far out of my way, I innst confine 
myself a t  present to the point immediately before me, relative to 31. Slarbois's 
letter. 

Air. Rilph Izard was the first person (and that in the month of April, 1778,) 
who sugg^o>tcd to me a suspicion that the Con~te de Vergcnnes liad formed a 
dcsig~~&lepi-ive America of the. fisl~vries -and to nionopolize the greatebt 1~1rt  
of them to France. In proof of his suspicion, he quoted an article relciti\e to 
the firlieries in our treaty with France of the 6th of Febrnciry, 1778, in which an 
" exclusive right" h id  been stipulated to France, in certain important portions 
of the fi.-iliing-grounds. As I have not time to quote the article a t  large. I must - - 
refer to the treaty. I had been so short a time at Passy, and liad so many new 
scenes and employments. that I am not sure that I had read the treaty. If I 
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had, it was not with that attention that enabled me to recollect the expressions 
in it. In  truth, I thought Mr. Izard had been heateJ by controversies, and I 
gave little or no credit to Iiis insinuations. Mr. Izard, however, did not leave 
me Iongin this state of pyrrlionism. I met him so often a t  his house and mine, 
and we met so often a t  dinners and suppers upon invitations at  other places, 
where he never failed to introduce tins subject, that I was conlpelled to look in 
earnest into the treaty, and compare i t  with his docun~ents. H e  had written to 
England and obtained copies from the public offices of a correspondence between 
the British and French ministers, in the negotiation of the .peaceof 1 7 6 3 ,  n'la- 
tive to this French claim of an "exclusive right." These papers were produced 
to me, and I examined and conip:~rcd t l i m  with attention. I then saw there 
was room for suspicion: but still hoped that the Court of France had not 
seriously meditated any  plan to deprive us of any  claim to the fislieiies. These 
papers were transn~ittctl to congress a t  the time by .Mr. Lee and Air. Izard, anil 
now remain upon the files. I have no copies of them, and if 1 hail, they would 
be too longto be here inserteil'. Althougli I had always been apprehensive that 
;it any  future negotiation for peace Great Britain would play oft' all her policy to 
deprive us of our right to any share in the fisheries, I had not hitherto enter- 
tained or  conceived any jealousy that France would endeavor to exclude us, o r  -- - -- 
that she would join with Great Britain i n a n y  such design. Air. Izard and Sir. 
Lee, however, together with many hints and circumstances that occurred during 
my first residence in France, a t  lengtli fastened upon me a suspicion, tliat who- 
ever should be destined to confer about peace, would have to contend with all 
the arts and intrigues both of France and England. As Air. J a y  was in con- 
gress, as I presume, when Air. Izard and Mr. Lee trananitteil the papers before . . 

mentioned to that assenilily, it is probable that lie had conceivecl the same 
jealousy. 

Full of these apprehensions,I embarked a t  Lorient on the 17th of June,  
1779, in the French frigate The  Sensible, in company with the Chevalier de la 
Luzenie, the new an~bassador from tho King of France to rongrcss, and the 
secretary of his legation, M. Alarbois, and their suite, Air. Otto, Mr. Laforest, 
and others. W e  arrived in Boston harbor on the 3d of August. During the 
whole course of this voyage, I niiide it my business to converse with these gentle- 
men with the utmost frankness and candor upon every subject which could be 
interesting to tlieir country and mine in their novel connection. They appeared 
to be vastly pleased with my freedom and familiarity, and were not less inquisitive 
than I was communicative; The minister could not speak or understand one 
word of En$ish. I was awkward enough in French, but lie was very inquisitive 
in his own language, and I answered him as well as I could. The  secretary 
understood English very well, and could speak it about as well as I could speak 
Freneli. W e  therefore found no difficulty in conversing upon any subject. 

The fisheries lying with great weight on uiy inincl, I took every opportunity 
of conversing upon that subject both with the minister and tlie seerrtary. I 
mentioned nothingof the treaty, or of the doubts of Mr. Izard and Mr. Lee, o r  
of my own, concerning the designs of France; but represented the probability 
that England, at  the peace, whenever it slioulcl arrive, would probably exert all 
her  a r t  to ileprive us of any share in that great source of wealth, that great 
instrument of commerce, that great nursery of seamen, that great means of I 
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inwer. I represented to them that France ought to support our elaini to a share 
iu it, if it were only to prevent England from commanding: a monopoly of it; 
tliat our l-iglit to it was at  least as clear and indisputable as that of England or 

+- - 
France; that it was situated in the ocean, which was open and free and eoni- 
nion to all nations, to us as much as to any other; that its pro?iuiity to our 
country seemed naturally to give us a right preferable to any 13uroi)eai claim ; -- .- 
but that we asked no preference, hut acknowledged the right of all nations to the 
ocean and its inhabitants ; tliat we were in possession, an11 hail been so from the 
first settlement of our country; we had carried on the fisheries from the begin- 
ning; and that Ore;it Britain was more indebted to our ancestors for the flourisli- 
ing state of the fisheries, both of cod and whales, than to all the inhabitants of 

1 the three kingdoms: that the fisheries were an essential link in the chain of 
American coinincrcSe, whieli was one conneetetl system ; that they werr more 
particularly indispensable to .New England, that our remittances to France or 
England could not be made without our commerce in fisli with Spain, Portugal, 
and Italy, as well as all the West India Islands. 

I know not liow many conversations I liad upon this subject with those gentle- 
men, but I believe not less thantwenty, for they both appeared as eager to talk 
of it as I was. The minister, t1ioun;Ii he heard me with patience and attention 
and complaisance, was reserved in expressing his opinion, tliougli I understood 
him to nod assent to all that I had said. But the secretary, this very 31. Barb6 
Marbois, was as frank and open ;is I was. He. declared to me, in the most clear 
and positive tern~s, on several oecasious, t& I ha(1 convincc~il Iiinl that we had 
a natural, a legal, and a possessing right to the fisheries; that they were neces- 
sary and essential to our interests : and that France ought to support us in our 
claim to a full and free enjoyment of them." 

After our arrival in America, when I heard that these gentlemen had recoin- 
mended to congress so much moileration in their instructions to their minister 
for peace, and had advised not to insist on the fisheries and western territories 
as ultimata, and when, afterwards, I found by our instructions and by my private 
corrcs~ion~lents tliat t h ~ h a d  advised an explicit rcnu~~ciatioi~ of any clai~n to the 
fisheries and western lands,I knew not how to reconcile those t,hings wit11 onr 
conversations on board The Sensible.' But wlicn I saw this letter of M. SIarbois 
and compared i t  with all my former conversations with Mr. Izard and Mr. Lee, 
with all that I had heard in America, and all I had experienced in France and 
Holland, with all our instructions from congress, and especially with our conver- 
sations on board the ship, with one especially, which we had whilst s;iiIing over 
the grand bank of Newfoundland, in which M. Marbois, in the presence of the 

I Chevalier de la Luzerne, had been as explicit as words could express, in aclvnowl- 
edging his entire convietion of our riglit, and of our interest and duty to insist 
upon it, and of the duty and interest of France to support us in it, wliit could 
be my reflections? Was M. Marbois a consummate hypocrite? Hai l  he 
deliberately laid a plan to deceive me, on shipboard, by the most solemn assevera- 
tions of ~ f a l s e l l o o c l s ,  lest 1 sl~o~iI(1 put my fi-iends in congress I I ~ O I I  their 
guard against Ins $leeafter lie should arrive at  Philadelpllia ? This I could 
scarcely believe, for I had conceived an esteem for his character. I endeavored 
to account for this contradictory conduct upon two hypotheses. One was, that the 
Chevalier had received from the con it^ cle Vcrgennes, and then pas.-essed in his 
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portfolio instrnctions to oppose our claims to the fisheries and western lands, 
which instnictions lie had not conununicatcd to M. Marbois. The other was 
that the minister and secretary harl received sncli instructions from the Count de 
Vergenncs after their arrival at  Philadelphia. I n  either of these cases M. 
Marbois might think it his duty to obey his instructions, though it were by,  
promoting measures in contradiction to his own private opinion of the right and 
the policy. One or the other of these supposi60ns~am still inclined to believe 
was the fact. 

4. I t  is not credible that M. Marbois would have dared to write sueh a 
letter to the Comte do Vergennes, if he had not been previously instructed by 
that minister to pronlote the system developed in it. We may then fairly im- 
piite that system to the Comte. 

5. That system appears to have been, 1. To persuade congress to instruct 
the ministers at  the negotiations for peace explicitly to renounce all claim to 
the fisheries and western lands, and formally to acknowicdse that they liad no 
right to either. 2. If they could not carry the first point, then to persuade con- 
gress to resolve that they would not insist upon the fisheries or western lands as 
conditions sine quibus non of peace. They failed in the first point,, but prevailed 
in the second. 3. Congress appear to have been reproached by their own con- 
sciences with a reflection that they had gone too far in their complaisance to 
their allies, and soon came to another resolution, that the right to the fisheries 
should in no case be expressly given up. This resolution had a spire of spirit 
and independence in it, and accordingly gave great offence to 11. Marbois. 1 

6. However confident M. Marbois might have been that the country and 
their congress were so equally divided that "our influence," as he expresses it, 
could turn the scale in favor of peace or war, he did not find that influence 
sufficient a t  last to deprive America of her fisheries or western territories. 

7. I cannot dismiss this letter of M. Marbois without observing that his phi- 
lippic against Mr. Samuel Adan~s is a jewel in the crown of that patriot and 
hero aln~ost as brilliant as his exception from pardon in General Gage's procia: 
mation. The talents and virtues of that great man were of the most exalted, 
though not of the most showy kind. His love of his country, his exert,ions in her 
service through a long course of years, through the administrations of the Gov- 
ernors Shirley, Pownall, Bernard, Hutchinson, and Gage, under the royal gov- 
ernment, and through the. whole of the subsequent Revolution, and always in 
support of the same principles, his inflexible integrity, his disinterestedness, his 
invariable resolution, his sagacity, his patience, perseverance, and pure public 
virtue were never exceeded by any man in America. Although he was carried 
away with the general enthusiasm of all parties in America in admiration of the 
French revolution, wliicli I never approved for a single instant; although his 
ideas of a form of government necessary for the establishment of liberty were 
not always, nor, indeed, ever conformable to mine ; and although he might have 
been seduced, by designing men, in his extreme old age, and his almost total 
retirement from the world, to injure me personally, I never can cease to esteem 
and admire his character or to love his memory. No man in America ever 
merited statues in honor of his memory more than this, unless we except his 
great friend and colleagne, the Honorable James Otis, Junior. A collection of 
his writings would be as ciirion~ as voluminous. I t  would throw light upon 
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Ameriean liistory for fifty years. In  it would be found specimens of a nervous 
simplicity of reasoning and eloquence that hare never been rivalled in America. 

8. W e  transmitted this letter to congress, where it made a less sensation, be- 
cause there was little in it new to the members of that body. They knew that 
the French minister and secretary had labored to persuade tlieni to adopt the 
same sentiments; but I believe the letter was not soon published. I t  was 
whispered about and came to tlie ears of M. Marbois, though I have reason to 
think lie never got a sight of it. My reason is this. In 1785 or 1786, when I 
resided in England, Dr. Edward Bancroft, made me a visit, and informed me 
that he came from America in the same ship with Marbois, when lie returned to 
Europe after the peace. That M. Marbois introduced a conversation with hi1 
upon the subject of this letter, said there had been a noise made about a letter 
of his pretended to have been intercepted; but he never eonld get a sight of it, 
and could not imagine what letter it could be. H e  asked Bancroft if he had 
over scen it. The answer was in the affirmative. "Do yo11 remember enough 
of i t  to know it again, i f  you should hear it read ? " " Yes." Upon this AI. 
Marbois produced his letter-book and read passages in a number of letters. "Are 
any of these the letters yon have seen ? " "No." H e  then read more. "Are 
any of these the right on&?" No." At last he read some passages in an- 
other, when Baneroft said, "That is the one." They then went through th 
whole letter. Whether' Bancroft had <i eopy of it in writing in English, I at.. 
not positive; but lie bad a distinct remembrance of it in his head. and compared 
it carefully from the beginningto the enti, and p rono i~~~eed  it to bc the same 

' letter faithfully translated, except in one expression, of no consequence to the 
sense. Marbois exclaimed, " How the devil could they get at  my cipher? I 
sent it only in cipher. I thought myself perfectly sure of my cipher. Well. I 
shall deny it. No mortal has any riglit to know any thing about my eorre- 
spondeuce with my pvernment." 

\- Dr. Bancroft said lie thought it his duty to communicate this conversation 
to me, that in ease any controversy should ever arise concerning the authenticity, -- 
of the letter, this fact might be produced in confirmation of it. There has not, 
however, arisen any such controversy. The members of congress, of all parties, 
were satisfied that it was no fabrication ; and there has been but one mind in 
the world concerning it wherever it has been known. It must he here added 
that the whole of this system of the Comte do Vergennes has been, since the 
French revolution, revealed to the world in the Politique des Cabinets, which 
shows that the Comte had meditated and planned his whole scheme long before 
our treaty with France in February, 1778.  

Notwithstanding this letter, Dr. Franklin still persisted in his resolution to 
communicate all our conferences with the British minister concerning the fish- 
cries and western lands to the Comte de Vergennes. Mr. Jay  and Mr. Adams 
thought this would be to commit the lamb to the custody of the wolf. When 
Mr. Franklin found Adams and Jay  perfectly united, and that they would pro- 
ceed without him, he turned short about, and agreed to go on with them. 
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(Page 394.) 

EXTRACTS FROM THE "MONITEUK UNIVERSEL." NO. 358. DIMAMCHE, 

DECEMBRE 23, 1792. 

Sfamce d u  Vendredi, 21, (1792.) 
Un secrbtaire fait lecture d'une lettre clu AUnistre ties Affairos htrangferes, 

ainsi conque. 
" CITOYEN PR~SIDENT, - Les preuves de talent et  de civirfue q11'a donukes 

Ie Citoyen Geuet daus les diffkreutes missions dont il a kt6 charge, ont cliter- 
mine Ie conseil executif ?i recompeuser son d i e ,  en Ie nommant Ministre pleni- 
potentiaire auprfes les  tats Unis cl'An16rique. D doit travailler ;l resserrer les 
liens qui unissaieut les deux uations ; objet neglige par l'ancien gouverncmeut. 

' L e  conseil exbcutif s'est fait representer les instructions dounbes par Ie 
Ministre prec6dent, aux agens dans ce pays. Il y a vu avec indignation que, 
dans Ie t ens  m6me ou ce bou peuple nous exprimait de la manihre la plus 
touchante son amiti6 et  sa recounoissauce, Vergennes et  Montmorin peusaient 
qu'il ue convenait point h la France cle lui clouner toute la consistance dont il 
4tait susceptible; parce qu'il acquerrait line force, Aovt il serait probablement 
tent6 d'abuser. 

Ds enjoigubrent en c o n s ~ q ~ ~ e n c e  & leurs agens, de teuir & 1'6gard do ce peuple 
la conduite la plus passive, et de ne parlor que des voeux personnels du roi pour 
sa prosperit&. La mSme 'MachiavAlisme avait dirigk les opA-ations de la guerre : 
la meme duplicity fut employee dans les n6gociations pour la paix ; et lorsqu'elle 
fut signbe, ce peuple, pour lequel on avait pris les armes, fut enti6rement 
n6gUg6. 

La  Convention Nationale vent suivre uue autre marche. Dbj& elle a mani- 
feste Ie dbsir de contracter une alliance solide avec lqs Americaius. C'est ce 
qui m'engage A lui rappeler, qu'eUe s'est engagbe b exprimer elle-meme (par une 
lettre, que son President a kt6 charge d'bcrire) sa sensibility sur les secours 
g6n6reux que les  tats Unis (et surtout celui de Pennsylvanie) ont donn6s a u  
Colonies Frangaises. J e  peuse que si Ie Citoyen Genet 4toit porteur de cette 
lettre, elle pourroit produire un trhs bon effet et  faciliter les succfes de ses n6go- 
ciations. 

Chule (Depute) demande que des Commissaires pris dans Ie sein de la Con- 
vention soient envoy& prbs des Etats Unis. Cette proposition n'a pas de suite. 

ic L'Assembl6e decide que l'adresse vot4e au peuple des Etats Unis sera lue 
dans la seance de domain, pour Stre remise an Citoyen Genet." 

Stance de Samedi, 22 Ddcembre. 
Gaudet lit l'addresse que la Convention I'avoit charge de faire aux Etats Unis 

d'Am6rique. La  redaction en est adoptbe, ainsi qn'elle suit. 

PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS DU NORD, - Au milieu des orages qui agitent 
notre liberty naissante, il eat doux pour la Republique Franqaise de pouvoir 
commuuiquer avec (les Republiques fondbes sur les mernes principes que les 
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siens. Nos frercs (les &tats Unis anrout appris, sans donte aver joie, la revolu- 
tion noiivelle qiii a renvers6 Ie dernier obstacle El notre libcrtfi. Cctte revolution 
6tait n6cessaire. La roynutk existait encore; et dans toute Constitution oi'l la 
royanth existe, il n'est point de vraie IibertA. Les rois ct l'fegalit6 lie penvent 
se rencontrer ensemble; lenr etat cst cle eonspirer contre ello, et  contre la 
souvcrainetfi dcs ~~euplcs .  Les &tats Unis rle l'An16riqiic aiiront peine ;'I Ic 
eroiro; l'appui qne I'ancicnne Cour cle 'France lcnr prcta pour rccouvrer leur 
ind6pendance n'etoit qne Ie fruit d'nnc vile sp6cnlation; leur gloire offusqnait 
ses viics an~liitieusc's ; e t  sea a~~~bassadcurs avaient l'ordre criniiiirl il'arrSter le 
b o ~ ~ ~ ~ s  do lcnr prosp6rit6. 

Xon, ee n'cst qii'cntre dcs nations libres que clcs trait& siiic6rcs ct frateniels 
peuvent sc former. La libert6 quo la It6pnbli(pie Franraisc vent renrlre aux 
peuples qni rkclan~ciit son appni, nc sera point sonill6p. dcs scinlilahles taclies; 
pile est pure eomnie die. 

5'. 

(Page 393.) 

[ ~ O ~ ~ ~ I E N C ' E M E N T  of the letter to air .  ~Aivinyton,  as first drawn up by Mr. 
Jay, hnt concluilerl to'be left out : 2 1  

SIR,-We have hail the honor of receiving, by Captain Barney, your two 
letters of the 21st and 25th of April last, with the papers referred to in them. 

W e  are liappy to find that the provisional articles have been approved and 
ratified by congress, and we regret that the manner in which that business was 
conducted, does not coincide with your ideas of propriety. 

Your cloubts on that, head appear to have arisen from the following circum- 
stances : - 

1. That we entertained and were influenced by distrusts and suspicions which 
do not seem to you to have been altogether well founded. 

2. That we signed the articles without previously communicating them to this 
court. 

3. That we consented to a separate article which you consider as not being 
very important in itself, and as offensive to Spain. 

4. That we kept and still keep that article a secret. 
With respect to the first, your doubts appear to us somewhat singular. In 

our negotiation with the British commissioner it was essential to insist on and, if 
possible, to obtain his consent to four important co~~c~ss ions ,  namely: - 

1. That Britain should treat with us as being what we were, namely, an inde- 
pendent people. 

The French minister thought this demand premature, and that it ought to 
arise from, and not precede the treaty. 

2. That Britain should agree to the extent of boundary we claiineil. 
The French minister tlio~iglit the demand extravagant in itself, and as niilitat- 

ins  against rertiiin views of Spain which he was dispos~d to favor. 
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3. That Britain should admit our right in common to the fishery. 
The French minister thought this demand too extensive. 
4. That Britain sho~dil not insist on our reiiistatingthe Tories. 
The French minister argued that they ought to be reinstated. 
Was it unnatural for us, Sir, to conclude from these facts that the French 

minister was opposed to our succeeding on these four great points, in the extent 
we wished? To us it appeared evident that his plan of a treaty for us, was far 
from being such an one as America would have preferred; and as we disap- 
proved of his model, we thought it imprudent to give him an opportunity of 
moulding our treaty by it. 

Whether the minister was influenced by what he really thought would be ~ J L ' S ~  

for France, is a question which, however easy or however difficult to ilccidc, is 
not very important to the point under consideration. Whatever his motives 
may have been, certain it is that they were such as militated against our systrn~ ; 
and, as in private life it is deemed imprudent to admit opponents to full con- 
fidence, so in public affairs the like caution seems equally proper. 

But,, admit t inshe  force of this reasoning, why, when the articles were com- 
pleted, did we not communicate them to the French minister befure we pro- 
ceeded to sign them ? For the followiiig reasons, Sir. 

As Lord S h e l b u m  had excited expectations of his being able to put a speedy 
termination to the war, it became necessary for him either to realize those ex- 
pectations or to quit his place. The parliament having met while his iiegotia- 
tious with us were pending, he found it expedient to adjourn it for a short term, 
in hopes of then meeting it with all the advantage which he might uatm'ally 
expect from a favorable issue of the negotiation. Hence it was his interest to 
draw i t  to a close before that adjournment expired ; ancl to obtain that end, both 
he ancl his commissioners prevailed upon themselves to yield certain points on 
which they would probably have been otherwise more tenacious. Nay, we 
have and then had good reason to believe that the latitude allowed by the 
British cabinet for the exercise of discretion was exceeded on that occasion. 

You need not be reminded, Sir, that the King of Great Britain had pledged 
himself in Mr. Oswald's commission to confirm and ratify not what Mr. Oswald 
should verbally agree to, but what he should formally sign his name and affix his 
seal to. 

Had we communicated the articles, when ready for signing, to the French 
minister, he doubtless would have complimented us on the terms of them; but a t  
the same time he would have insisted on our postponing the signature of them ' 
until the art,icles then preparing between France, Spain, and Britain should also 
be ready for signing, he having often intimated t o u s  that we should all sign 
at  the same time and place. 

This would have exposed us to a disagreeable dilemma. 
Had we agreed to postpone signing the articles, the British cabinet might, and 

probably would, have taken advantage of it. They might have insisted that as 
the articles were res infectcc, and as they had not authorized Sir. Oswalcl to 
accede to certain matters inserted in them, they did not conceive themselves 
bound in honor or justice to adopt Mr. Oswald's opinions, or permit him to $31 
ant1 seal, as their commissioner, a number of articles which they did not approve. 
The whole bu~i icss  woukl therein- have bee11 set afloat again, and the minister 

57' 
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of France would have had an opportunity, at  least, of approving the objections 
of the British cabinet, and of advising us to recede from demands, which in his 
opinion were immoderate, and some of which were too inconsistent with the 
views and claims of Spain to meet with his concurrence. 

If, on the other hand, we had refused to postpone the signing, and supposing 
that no other ill consequence would have resulted, yet certainly such refusal 
would have been more offensive to the French minister than our doing it with- 
out his knowledge, and, consequently, without his opposition. Our withholding 
from him the knowledge of these articles until after they were signed, was no 
breach of our treaty with France, and therefore could not afford her any ground 
of complaint against the United States. I t  was, indeed, a departure from the 
line of conduct prescribed by our instructions, but we apprehend that congress 
marked out that line for their own sake, and not for the sake of France. They 
dirccted us to ask and be directed by the advice of the French minister, because 
they supposed it would be for the interest of America to receive and be gov- 
erned by it. I t  was a favor she a~l ied  from France, and not a favor that she 
promised to and we withheld from Prance. Congress, therefore, alone have a 
right to complain of that departure. As to the confidence which ought to sub] 
sist between allies, we have only to remark that as the French minister did not 
think proper to consult us about his articles, our giving him as little trouble 
about ours was perfectly equal anil reciprocal. 

[Beuj. Franklin's observations on Mr. Jay's draft of a letter to Mr. Livingston, 
which occasioned the foregoing part to be left out.] 

Mr. Franklin submits it to the consideration of Mr. Jay,  whether it may not 
be advisable to forbear, at  present, the justification of ourselves respecting the 
signature of the preliminaries, because 

That matter is at  present quiet here. 
No letter sent to the congress is ever kept secret. 
The justification contains some charges of unfavorable disposition in the min- 

isters here towards us, that will give offence and will be denied. 
Our situation is still critical with respect to the two nations, and the most per- 

fect good understanding should be maintained with this. 
The congress do not call upon us for an  account of our conduct or its justi- 

fication. They have not, by any resolution, blamed us. What censure we 
have received, is only the private opinion of Mr. L. 

Mr. Laurens is not here, who is concerned with us. 
Will i t  be attended with any inconvenience, if that part of the letter which 

relates to the signature, be reserved to a future occasion? 

[Air. Laurens's commencement of the letter to Mr. Livingston, of - .I 

Su:, -By Captain Barney, of The Washington, we Lave received the honor 
of your several letters of - together with the papers referred to. 
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While we rejoice upon learning the provisional articles were so acceptable 
and satisfactory to congress and to our fellow-citizens in general ;is to entitle 
them to an immediate ratification. we cannot but regret that our manner of 
proceeding in that negotiation should have subjected us to an implied censure. - 
Having already assigned reasons for our conduct, -we shall not enlarge upon the 
present occasion. Should congress be pleased hereafter to question us, we trust 
we shall render such an account of our motives respecting all the articles, gen- 
eral and separate, as will acquit us in the judgment of our country, under which 
we must stand or fall. Spain, having acceded to the line drawn in article 
for dividing Floridas from the United States, there can be no doubt she will 
readily avail herself of the separate article, should congress think proper to 
make the tender. 

W e  perfectly concur with you, Sir, in opinion, that ' l  honesty is the best 
policy." Had it appeared to us that another party were guided in tlicir proceed- , 
ings by this simple maxim, we should not have been driven into a measure as 
essential to the true interest of our country as it was necessary for c1efe:iting a 
scheme evidently calculated to militate against t h a t  interest. W e  have, indeed, 
hazarded our own tranquillity by departing from a rigid obscrvancc of an in- 
junction, and though we confess our-ielves amenable to congress, we have the 
consolation of knowing that we have done nothing dishonest, nothing detrimental 
to the just rights of our ally, or to those of any other nation, nothing inconsist- 
ent with that true policy which we trust will bear the test of strict inquiry, even 
at  the courts of France and Spain. W e  do not mean by any thing we have 
written to impeach the friendship of the king and nation towards the United 
States, but we may be allowed to suggest that the minister a t  this court is so far 
our friend, and so far disposed to promote our happiness and interest as may 
correspond with his system of policy for extending the power, riches, and glory 
of France. God forbid we should ever sacrifice our faith, our honor and grati- 
tude. At the same time it is our duty to support the dignity and independent 
spirit which should characterize a free and generous people, and since it lias 
pleased God in his Providence to place us in the political system of the world, 
we should modestly endeavor to move like a primary planet, not least, though 
last created. 

G. 
(Page 523.) 

THE following convention is printed.exactly from the original copy, with all 
the signatures attached : - 

NOUS, D. Joseph del Pozo y Sucre, c t  D. Manuel Joseph de Salas, commis- 
saires de la junta des deputes des villes e t  provinces de I'Amkrique Meridionale, 
i'iiuiie Ic huit Octobre, millc scpt cent quatre-vingt-dix-sept. dans la ville (le 
Madrid en Espiguc, pour priparer par Ies mcsures les plus efficaecs~Indepen- 
dance (les Colonies Hispaiio-A1116rieaincs! cnvoyis en France auprbs de nos 



compatriotes Don Francisco de Mirancla, Ancien Ghneral d'amc'e et notre prii,- 
cipal agent, ct Don Pablo dc Olavide, Ancien Assistant de S&ville, tous deux 
6galemcnt uomm6s commissaires par la ditc junta, non seulement h l'effet do 
(l6lib6rcr ensemblc sur l'ktat dcs nc'goeiations antcriuures, faites avec l'Anglc- 
terre h differentea 6poqiics cn faveur de notre iud6l>ciidiince absoluc, ct prin- 
cipalcment sur 1'6tat de cclles enhm6es :\ Londrcs d q u i s  udle  sept cent quatrc- 
vingt-clix, avec Ie Minist&re Anglais, en vertu dcs conferences dc Hollwood, lcs- 
liicllcs ont reiinies Ics suffrages dcs Provinces qui eu ont eu connaissancc, mais 
encore dc domicr suite anx elites 116gociatious, en ouvrant la voic A une stipula- 
tion solcnuellc, qui puisse amener cc rc'sultat conform~uent h 1'intcret c t h  la 
voloiit6 cles pcnples qni, opprimc's par 1c jougEspaguol, liabitcnt Ie Continent 
A1ii6ricaiu du Sud: Nous D. Joseph del Pozo y Sucre, D. Manuel Joseph do 
Salas, et  D. Fraucisco cle AIira~ida, 11011s s o m ~ s  r6unis h Paris lc clcux Decem- 
lire, i d l e  sept cent quatre-vingtrdix-sept, ct  aprhs une vkrification prc'alable 
dc nos pouvoirs rcspcctifs, avons pror6d6 h cc qui suit. 

Cousid6rant que Don Pablo do Olavide ne  s'est pas rcndu h l'invitatiou que 
nous liii avons cnvoy6e h son domicile p ~ + s  D'Od&ns; 

Consid6rant encore, qn'nn laps de  temps assez long s'est 6coul6 sans a+ 
r ep i  de  rkponse h cctte invitation ; 

Considhraut d'ailleurs, que l'ktat llrc'caire de sa sante, joint h l'cxistence du 
regime r6volntioiiiiaire en France, 1c incttcnt probablcment dans I'inlpossibilitc5 
dc prcndrc line part active i 110s d6liberations ; 

Considerant enfin quo lcs circonstanccs actuellcs sout tellemcnt pressantes 
qu'ellcs ne comportcnt plus 1c ~ 0 i n d r e  d6lai : Nous soussign6s, Commissaircs, 
avons jug6 nkccssaire pour 1'intGrgt dc notre pati-ie, dc passer outrc, ct  sommes 
solennellcinent convcnus des articles s~~ivants :  - 

1. Les Colonies Hispaiio-Auahl<caines ayant unanimement r6soln de proclamer 
leur ind6peudance et  d'asscoir lour liberty sur des bases in6branlables, s'adres- 
seront avec confiance 21 la Grande Brktagne avec finvitation de les soutenir 
dans uno entreprise aussi juste qn'honorable. E n  effet, si dans un 6tat dc paix 
ct  sans une provocation pr6alable, la France c l  l'Espagne out favoris6 et  pro- 
clam6 l'iud6pentlance ties Aiiglo-A1116ricains, dont I'oppressiou, it coup sib, n'6tait 
pas anssi hontense que l'cst ccllc dcs Colonies Espagnoles, I'Anglptcrre ne 
l~alanccra pas h roucourir h, l'incl6peudance des Colonies de I'A~n&ri<jne SI6ri- 
dionale, aujourd'hui queue est engages dans line gucrre dcs plus violeutes dc la 
part ile l'Espagne et  de la France, laquellc tout en rceonnaissaut la sonverainctc' 
et  la libert6 des peuples, ne  rougit pas de consacrer par Particle du trait6 
d'alliauce offensive ct defensive avec l'Espagnc, l'esclavagc Ie plus al~solu de  
pr6s de quatorze millions d'habitans et  de leur posterit6 ; ct cela avec 1111 esprit 
(l'exclusion cl'autant plus odieux, qu'elle affecte de  proclamer h l'c'gar~l ile tons 
les autres peuples de la terre, 1c droit incontestable de se donner tellc forme de - - 
gonvernement que boa lour scmblerait. 

2. Un trait6 d'alliance tcl quc cclui qnc S. M. T. C. ofl'rit aux ktats Unis de 
l'An14riqnc rloit scrvir dc  mod&le pour dmentcr cctte importantc transaction, 
avec la diE6rencc cepenclant, qu'on y stipulera en favcur de 1'An~leterre rlea 
conditions plus avautageuses, plus justcs, ct  plus honorablcs encoru. D'liiie part 
la Grandc Bretagne s'engagcrait & fournir it YAin6riquc M6ridlonalc line force 

\ maritime et uno tbrcc terrestrc, A l'effet dc favoriser l'c'tablisscmcnt dc sol 
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independance sans l'cxposer i, de fortes convulsions politiqucs. De l'autre, 
l'Am61ique s'ofigerait & payer i, son alliec, I'Angleteifu, line somme con- 
siderable en numeraire, non seulcmeut pour l'indemniser dcs d+enses qii'clle 
aurait faitcs i, l'occasion des secours pretes jusqu'h la couclusiou dc la p e r r e ,  
mais encore pour lui servir liquider a~issi une partie considerable de sa dette 
nationale. Pour acquittcr en quclque sorte le bicnfait requ par l'6tabljssement 
de la libert6, l'Ambrique AIbridionalc 111i accorderait dans cet instaut la s o m e  
de - millions de  livres sterlintrs. 

0 

3. Les forces maritimes dcmandecs h 1'Angleterre n'exc6dcrontE viu-t 
vaisseaux de ligne. A l'egarcl des troupes de terrc, hnit milk hummcs d ' i n f a n - e  - 
terie et dens mille dc eavalcric suffiraient. Dans l'alliancc d6fensivc, clu'on 
etablirait par la suite, on y stipulerait quc, clcs secours maritin~cs, dcs troupcs de  
terrc n'etant point u6cessaires, dans ectke hypothbsc, l'Am6riquc payerait son 
contingent par unc somme en numeraire qui represcnterait 1'6iluivalent. 

4. Une alliance defensive form& entrc l'Anglctcn-c, les &tats Uuis d'Am6rique 
e t  I'Am6rique M6ridionale, cst tellement commandee par la nature des clioses, 
par la situation geographique dc chacnn des trois pays, par lcs produits, l'iu- 
dustrie, par lcs besoins, les mceurs, et  le caractere dc ces trois nations, ilii'il cst 
impossible quc cettc alliance ne soit pas de longne dur6e, surtout si on prend 
besoin de la consolider par I'analogic dans la forme politique dcs trois gouveruc- 
mcnts ; c'est H dire, par la joiiissancc d'une liberte civile, sagemcut cutendue, 
sagement orgauisee; on pourrait memc dire avee confiancc, qnc c'est 1c seul 
cspoir qui rcste A la libert6, audacicusement outrag6c par lcs maximcs detestables 
avouees par la Rdpublique fran~aisc ; v'est 1c s e d  moyen encore de former une 
balance (le pou~&cymble dc contenit- l'ambition destructive et cl6vastatrice du 
systbmc franqais. 

5 .  Il sera 6tabli avee l'Anglcterre un trait6 dc Commerce c o n p  dans les 
tcrmcs les plus avantagcux A la nation bl-itannique; en kcartant vcpcndant 
toutc id6e de mouopolc, ce trait6 lui garantha, naturellement et  d'une maniere 
ccrtaine, la consomuiatioi~ de la plus grande partic cle ses manufactures; car il 
existc unc population de pris de quatorzc millions d'habitaus qui s'habillcnt de  
manufactures 6trangArcs ct  qui consommcnt une infinite d'articlcs do luxc Euro- 
peen. Le commerce d'Angleterrc tirerait encore des avantages consid6rables 
dcs fruits pr6cieux ct des produits immcnses de l'Am6rique M61idionalc, en 
r6paudant ces denr6cs, par le moyen cle ses capitaux et de ses 6tablissemeuts, sur 
les autrcs parties du monde. Les bases de cc trait6 seraieut tellcs que l'entree 
d'aueune dcnr15e nxxnufactur6e ne serait. prohibee. 

6. Le passage 011 navigation cle l'Isthmc dc Panama qui inccssament doit 6tre 
rend11 ainsi quc la navigation du lac de Nicaragua, qui sera de 
meme ct  tout cle suitc ouvertc pour la communication promptc ct facile de la 
mer ilu Sud avcc I 'OC~~II  Atlautiquc, e@nt cncore pour l'Anglcterre des objcts 
du plus h u t  intdret, l'Am6rique M6riclionale lui garautirait pour nn certain 
nonibre d'ann6es la navigation de l'un et  de l'antre passage A des conditions qui, 
pour 6tro plus favorables, ne seraleiit cependant point exclusives. 

7. Diins les circonstances actuelles on n'btabln'a pas de trait6 dc commerce 
avec les allies dc l'Am&iquc M4ridionale, attendu qiie, les droits d'importation 
et  d'exportation devant 6tre 6tablis pour l'inter6t commun de tons les pcnplcs 
composant les Colonies dc l'Am6riciue MiSridionde, et notamment les contrdes 



L a  Plata, Provinces de Caracas, Quito, Chili, kc., 11 faudra, quand l'impilsion 
sera donn6e & l'Am6rique M6ridionale, attendre la reunion des deputes de ces 
diffdrentes contrees en corps reprdsentatif, pour pouvoir, A cet 6gard, prendre 
des arrangements dyfiuitifs ct d'ensemble. Ceux qui existent maintenant con- 
tinueront ft  subsistcr sur 1c mOme pied, taut i l'6gard des nations, qu'a 1'egard 
ole toutes les puissances amies. 

8. Les relations intimcs d'associatioii que la bauque de Londres serait h m6me 
fie former dans la suite avcc cclle de Lhna et du Mesique, h l'effet de se soutenir 
mutucllement, ne seraient point uu cles inoindres avantages que I'ind6pendance 
c t  ]'alliance dc I'Am6rique MGridioualc offiiraient encore ?i la Grande Bretagne. 
Par ce moyen Ie credit mon6tiiire ole 1'Angleterre serait assis sur des bases 
in6branlables. 

9. Les  tats Uuis d'Am6ri{lne pourraicnt 6tre invitfe & accdder i nn trait6 
cl'anliti6 ct d'alliance. 

On lour garanthait la possession des deux Florides, celle m6me de la Louisiane, 
I c s i s s ip^? t au t  &. toui 6oprdCla n~eilleure et  la plus solide barribre qu'6: 
puissc 6tablir entre les deux graudcs nations qui occupent le continent Amen- 
cain. E n  Gchange, Ics htats Uuis fourniraient ft  leurs ddpens A l'Am6rique 
Mdridionale un corps auxiliaire de cinq i d l e  hommes d'infauterie et de deus 
rnille de cavalerie - pcudaut la guerre qui aurait lien ii I'occasion de son ind6-' 
pendance. 
10. Dans le cas oh l'Am6rique Mcridionale serait dans la suite, et aprfs l a  

conclusion de la paix, attaquie par un enncmi quelconque, les Etats Unis par un 
article du trait6 d'alliance defensive h conclure, fournirait le m6me nombre d e  
troupes de  tcrre stipul6 dam Particle prdcedeut. L'6quivalent de I'Am6rique 
M6ridi:nale scrait rcpr6sent6 par line somule m6tallique. 

11. A l'egard des iles que les Hispano-Am6ricaius posshdent dam l'archipcl 
Amhicain, I'Am6rique Miridionale ne doit reteiiir que ce& de Cuba, Ei cause 
du port de la Havaune, clout la possession, en raison dc sa situation sur 1c passage 
du Golfe du Mexique, est indispensable pour sa silretd, Ie dit port etant, pour 
ainsi dire, la porte par laquelle il faut sortir dc cc Golfe. A l'6gard des lies 
de Porto Rico, cle la Trinit6 et  de la Marguerite, I'Am6rique Mdridionale ue 
trouvant dans leur possession aucuu int6r6t direct, poiirrait coop6rer ;'I lesvoir 
occup6es par ses allies, 1'Augleterre et les  tats Unis d'Am&riquc, qui en retire- 
raient des avautages des plus consid6rables. 

12. L e  passage de I'Isthme de  Panama, aiusi quo celui du lac de Nicaragua, 
seraieut 6galement garantis pour toutes les marchandises appartenantcs aux 
citoyens des  tats Unis d'Amdrique, et  I'exportation de tous les produits de  
l'Am6rique M&idionale serait 6galement encourag6e sur leui's vaisseaux de 
transport. Les Am6ricains du Nord devant devenir pour nous ce que les Hol- 
Iaiidois out long-temps 6th i regard des puissances du Nord, c'est h dire, nos 
caboteurs. 

13. Les operations militaircs sur notrc continent Ain6ricain, ainsi que les 
arrangcmens h faire k cet *rd avcc I9Angleterre ct les  tats Uuis de I9Am6rique 
h l'occasion dcs secours quo ces puissances nous accordcraicnt en quality d'alliGs, 
pour Ie soutien dc notrc ind6pendauee, seront confiees, pendant la duree de cette 
gucrre 5 I'experieucc consomniee, a& talcuts et au patriotisme de notre com- 
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patriots et collbgue D. Francisco de Miranda, n6 A Caracas dans la l>rovince de 
Venezuela; les services importans que depuis quinze ails il a rendus h la 
cause de l'Ind6pendance de notre patrie, lui dounant des titrcs et  des droita 
incontestables i cette charge. I1 reqcvra h cet 6gard dcs instructions plus 
d6taill6es, du moment oh un corps de troupes debarquera sur le Continent 
Hispano-Am6ricain, ou que la milice clu pays se trouvera, en tout 011 en partie, 
reunie en armes. Nous nous boruerons pour le moment h. former 1c d6sir de 
voir commencer les operations militaires par I'Isthme dc Panama ct ilu cote de 
Santa F6, tant A cause de l'importance clu postc, qu'en raison cle l'humcur des 
peuples disposes au premier signal h s'armer en favour de l'ind6pendaucc de 
leur patrie. A cet cffet 11 serait encore h desircr qu'une 6scadre cle huit on de 
dix vaisseaux de ligne croisflt dans la mcr du Sud ; autremcnt il serait b craindre 
que l'Espagne, entretenant daus ces parages des forces maritimes, ne mit 
obstacle El toutes nos operations sur la mcr du Sud. 

14. Don Joseph del Pozo y Sucre ct D. Manuel Joseph deSa!a i  partiront 
sans delai et couformdment b leurs instructions pour Madrid, a l'effet de se 
rendre auprbs de la junta pour iendre compte cie leur mission h Paris, et  h i  
renlettre un double du present instrument; la junta n'atteudaut qne le retour 
de ses deux Commissaires pour se dissoudre aussitflt ct  se rcndre an diffbrents 
points du Continent Americain oh la presence des membres clui Ie composent 
est indispensablemeut n6cessaire pour provoc1uer, lors de l'appa~ition dcs secours 
des allies, une explosion combinee et gknerale de la part des peuples de 
1'Amerique M6ridionale. 

15. Don Francisco de Miranda et D. Pablo cle Olavide sont autoris6s h nom- 
mer un certain nombre d'ageus civlls ct militaires pour les alder dans leur mis- 
sion. Mais les emplois qu'ils seraient clans Ie cas d'accorder, ne serout que 
provisoires et  revocables h. volont6, jusqu'h l'instant de la formation du corps 
representatif continental, qui seul aura le clroit de confirmer on cl'aunuler ces 
grades selon qu'il Ie jugera convenable. 

16. D. Francisco cle Mirancla et D. Pablo dc Olavide sout 6galement autorisks 
El emprunter, au nom des Colonies Hispano-Americaines, ci-dessus nomin6es, les 
sommes d'argent qu'ils croirout nicessaires pour remplir la commission dont ils 
sont charges. 11s accorderont les int6rets orclinaires dans de pareils cas, et 
clemeurent responsables de l'emploi des Sites sommes, dont ils rendront compte 
au gouvernement de l'Am6rique N6ridionale du moment oh ils cu seront requis. 

17. D. Francisco de Miranda et D. Pablo de Olavide sont encore charges de  
se procurer en Angleterre dans le plus court dfelai les objets suivans, savoir ; 

A. Un train complet d'artillerie de siege compost! au moins de soixante pieces 
do fer bien conditionn6es. Cent autres pieces tant d'artillerie leg6re de batail- 
Ions que d'artillerie de position. 

B. L'habillemeut complct pour ving,t mille hommes d'infanterie et pour cinq 
urille hommes de cavalcrie avec les accoutremens necessaires pour les chevaux. 

C. Trente mille epees h. la Romaine, pour l'infanterie. 
D. Dix mille sarises on piques h la Mac6donicnne de treize pieds de long. 
E. Dcs tentes en figure conique El la Turque pour le campement de trentc 

mille hommes. 
F. Cinquante bons telescopes nulitaires. 
18. Si 1'6tat pr6caire de sa sante, ou cles causes non pr6vnes mcttaient D. 
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Pablo dc Olaviclc dans I'tin~ossibilit6 de se rendrc dans le d6lai de vingt jours L 
Paris, ponr suivrc sa mission h Lonclres, D. Francisco de Miranda s7y rcndrait 1 
scul. Il jouirait dans cette position, dc la m6me autorite clue s'il etait acconi- 
p a p 6  ct aid6 dcs conscils de son collignc. Dans Ie cas oil ties circoiistances 
imp6ricuses r6clameraient l'appui d'nn collbgue, D. Francisco dc Mianda cst 
autorisk, s'il le juge convcnable pour 1c bien dc la commission dont il cst cliarg6, 
.'I associcr h ses importantes fonctions son compatriote D. I'cdro Caro qui il+ 
se tronve actuclleiuent employe par lui ii Londrcs dans 11nc mission dc confiance, 
on toute antre personne de la probit6 ct  des talents de laquelle il puisse 
repondre. Et vice versa, si par uh effet ilu regime r6volutionuaire en France, 
ou par manque de saute, D. Francisco do Miranda 6tait cmpSch6 de se rendre it, 

Loudres, D. Pablo de Olavidc aurait 6galcnicnt 1c droit de suivrc scul cette 
iniportante commission, c t  dc s'associcr un collbgic s'il le. jugcait convcnablc. 

Nous, D. Francisco de Miranda, D. Joscpli del Pozo y Sucre, et D. Manucl 
Joseph dc Salas, Cornmissaires dc la junta dcs d6putds des villcs et provinces dc 
l'Am6riquc M6ridioualc ap&s nu mkr exaincn des Articles cidessus, d6clarons 
(pic les dits articles iloivent servir dc ponvoirs ct #instructions A nos cornmis- 
saires cuvoyes h Londrcs, ct an bcsoin h Pliiladelphia, D. Francisco do Miranda 
rt Don Pablo ole Olavicle, voulant quo les pi-teentes suppl6ent ?t tout autrc 
instrument en formc, qnc la situation tyranniqnr sous laqnelle la France gbmit 
anjo~trd'liui, nous a cnip6ch6 dc lcur transmettrc; les a p n t  composks, pour la 
facility dcs 116gociations, en langue francaise, et  ayaut pris une copie t,radiiitc on 
lang'uc espagnolc collationi16c ct  sign6c par nous pour &re remise h la junta 5 
U-KIrirl. 

Telles sont lcs scules d6rnarchcs quo lcs circonstances aduelles nous out, 
permis dc fairc, vu quo notre principal agent et  notrc compatriote D. Francisco 
do Miranda est oblige cle vivre dans une profonde retraite pour se soustraire & 
I i i  proscription qui frappc anjourd'hui tous les citoyens distingn6s par leurs 
vcrtiis ct  leurs talents; proscription qui scule cst la cause des clfelais ct ~ l c s  
clifficult6s infiiiies qne nous avons eu ii vaincrc. 

Fait h Paris 1c 22 D&&nbre, 1797. 
(I,. S.) JOSEF DEL POZO Y SUCRE. 
(1,. S.) MANUEL JOSEF iip. SALAS. 
(I,. S.) FI~AXCISCO DE MIRANDA. 

DUPEKOU, 
Sfrrilaire. 

END OF VOLUME I. 
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HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 

T HE MOKAECHY O F  PRANCE:  ITS RISE, PROGRESS, AXD 
FALL. With Biographical ^Notices, and a complete Alphabetical List of the 
Memhers of the .National Assembly of 1789. By WILLIAM TOOKE, Esq., F.R.S. 
One thick vol. Svo., pp. 753, cloth, 16s. 

"we must express our opinion of the great merit of Mr. Took& work on the Monarcliy of France : 
free from all pn~sidiee, no spirit of partizanship disfigures his history, which is a t  oace comprehrnsive 
and concise."-Post. 

"Full of facts, and s. useful rornpendiitm for the future historian and e~c~-~student.* '-Dail~ Neirs. 
When it is remembered Hint at tlie present day there is really no good'history of Prance in our 

language, it will he seen at once what a valuable wiistaot-e this volume is, if eoosidnfil only in the 

I 
liqht 01 a book uf reference. The events are faithfully recorded, and with colourless impartiality."- 
dlorning Chronicle. 

A convenient and valuable addition to Alisot^s 'History of Europe,' with which i t  is uniformly 
printed ; the work is an impoimnt desideratum admimbly supplied, and we have DO douht as to iis 
ultimate sncceea and permanent popularity."-Dublin IVa~der. 

'# nroat ehl has nlr. Tooke performed his task, ami his book reflects upon him thegreatest possiblr 1 credit."-~eggrapli. 

Under the Authority of the Frenc71 Governmenf. ' THE EXPEDITION TO THE CRIME*: being a History of 
the War, from its Origin to the Destruction of Sebastopol. By LE BAROX DE 
BAZANCOURT. Translated from the French by ROBERT HOVE GOULD, M.A.; and 
published simultaneouslv with the comnletion of the French Work. 2 vola. Svo.. 
ki th Portraits. 

a *  M. Bttzancourt, undertaking his task under tlie ainction of tlie French Government, has Itad 
, every necessary Correspondence and Official Document open to him; and with the facilities nt his 

m i i u l ,  and his knmn lih'rary ability. there is little douht but that this work will rove one of the 
mart important bmke on the War.-at once dcscribiag the Preach operations, of which at present we 
know but littleauthentic, and presenting the French view of our own. 

, CONSTANTINE ; OR, TJBE LAST DAYS OF AN EMPIRE. By Capt. 
SPENCER, Author of "The Fall of the Crimea," kc. 2 vols. post Svo., with tinted 

8 Lithographs, 18s. 
Of espwial interest a t  thc present time, a s  tracing, in Historical Course, the Events leading to the 

late War. 
" A  hook that may he placed in the hands of the young without scruple."-Atheneum 

Capt. Spencer has seen the countries he descrihi-a with his own eyes, and what is more, with his 
eyes open?-Guardtan. 

'These two handsome volumes of Captain Spmcpr's are full of wild adventure, and highly charac- 
terintie of the countrv and netvnle. The ston- is told wilh energy. aud the iaterest well sustained."- 
Lirerpool Sfonda~d.. . . 
' Capt. Spencer has the tribute of our hearty thanks fos one of the moat seasonable works which 

have lately come under our notice."-Eclectic. 
"The story is csi-eotially historic, and a'houmls with narrative of military adveoture; it will em- 

taialy add to its gallant author's well-earned reputation."-[United Sen-ice dltigasim. t 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Lndgate Hill. 
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IIISTORY AXD BIOGRAPHY. 
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THE COXSTITUTIOXAI, HISTORY OF THE W I T  
STATES OF AMERICA ; lieing a History of the Origin, Fonufttion, and Adopti 
of the Constitution : with Notices of its principal Framers. By GEORGE WILLI 
CURTIS. 2 vols. Svo., cloth. 245. [ 101. I. read 

s* An import~nt and valuablecontribution to historicaland lineal literature."-Atomin Chrvni 
M r .  Curtis writes with vigour nnd dignitv, nnd his work, il %lie second volume on$ eqml 

first, will be one of permanent intcri-s~"-Atlienmm. . Here, in fact a most carefully d i s t a l  and well-written coiwitmiooal history of the great Fed? 
Republic of ~ m e i i c a  is begun by Alr. (\nrt;+~ Ian w of di-'acn't'tl cmineocc in Boston. The 
m l y  of its two volumes is now bi/loru us, nnd we ~l ia l f t ln~efore  have an opportuntty, on ~ t s  mmp 
tion, of discitgain. it more fully; for thepreai,nt me must be content to place on record our opinion 
its great merit. The final volume ends in tin." midcllc of a series of admimhly executed biqgapl 
iketclies ol" the framers of the constitution."-Exftmi7ii. 

LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM PEPPERELL, tlie only Native 
Xew England created a Baronet during its connection with the Mother Conntr 
Rv USHER PARSONS. Post 8vo.. cloth. IS. Gil. 1 

MEMOIRS ACT ROltRESPONDESCE OF MADAME DE 
MOTHE GUYOX, HER LIFE AND EXPERIENCE. together with some Ac 
of the Personal History and Religious Opinions of Fen'clon. By THOSIAS F. L.1 
An entirely new Edition, revised and corrected by a Cle rgpan  of the Clmr 
England. With a Portrait of Madame Guyon, engraved especially for this cdi 
by R. J. Lane, Esq., A.R.A. One vol. post avo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

LIFE OF GEORGE WASHINGTON. By WASHINGTON IRVI 
Library Edition. 3 vols. Svo., cloth, 36s. 

THE LIFE OF ARCHIBALD ALEXAXDER, D.D. By t 
Rev. JAMES W. ALEXAXDEII. D.D. One vol. avo., cloth, with Portrait, 14s. 

THE LIFE OF DR. STEPHEN OLIX, late President of t 
Wesleyan University in the United States. With Portrait. 2 vols., post 8-70. 
Also, uniform, in 2 vols., THE WOUKS, comprising the principal ~ c & o  
Sketches, and Addresses delivered by this learned and excellent divine: for t 
depth, originality, and clearness of which they have attained an estimation in t 
United States equalled only by those of the late Dr. Chalmers. - 

TRAVEL AND RESEARCH. 

E. KANE'S AECTIC EXPLORATION in searcli of Sir Jon D FRANKLIN in 1855. With numerous Illustrations. 2 vols. Svo., cloth. [ s h o ~ a  

THE GRINNELL ARCTIC EXPEDITION IN SEARCH 
SIR JOHN FRANKLIX: a 'Personal Narrative. By Dr. I ~ K E ,  Surgeon to 
Expedition. Second Edition, avo., splendidly illustrated. 168. cloth. 
" It would, we think, be difficult lo produce a more inter cat in^ story of Arctic adventure tlinn 

present volume. We have to thank Dr. Kanc fur tlie excellent and graphic manner in which lie 
~ ~ ~ " i f d ,  not only this t ,mbl r  picture, but also all ~ I IP  incidentsof the Expedition. Hondca 
account nf the voyage, which is nil of startling tocidcnis Dr Kane enters at length into tlic phyat 
h of the Arctic repons. Ilia book nbirb is &fiisdrand admirably ?llif-iraicd in one 
t w most nntcmting t t a t  we 18aw men, and iewmm a pLce by the ~ d e  of o w  most c h w i ~ k  rn 
uf Arctic adventure.*'-Athens-vim. 

CANADA AXD HER RESOURCES. Two Prize Essays, 
J. S H E R ~ A X  HOGAN and AI.EXAXDBR MOREIS, M.A. Second Edition. 1 vol. 8 
cloth with Naps 7s. - or the Essays separate, sewed, each, 18. 6d. We do not know: be& h i id  of Crmadn than this. whether as a Manual for EmipirtB, or 
addition 10 the Colonial Lihmq.''-Athena-urn, 

PANAMA IN 1855 ; with an Account of the Railroad and Citi 
audSketches of Life and Character on the Isthmus. By RUBEUT TOMES. Fcep, 4.9. 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Ludgate Hill, 
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4 TRAVEL ATD RESEARCH. 
- - -- 
THE ISLE OF CUBA. By BAROX H U A I R O ~ ~ D T  : now first 

latcd from the Spanish by J. S. THRASKEU. Foolscap Svo., cloth, 7s. G i l .  

THE ATTCH~? IS MADRID ; on, SKETCHES OF THK COURT o 
ISABELLA 11. Translated from tho Gerninn. Post Svo., cloth, 7s. 6d.  

SKETCHIN AXD ADVENTURES 1X MADEIRA, FORTUG 
AND TOR AXDALUSIAS OF SPATS. By the Author of "Daniel Webster 
Ilis Contemporaries. Foolscap Svo., elotll, 8s. Gc?. 

THE EASTERX AIlCHrPELAGO. THE PRISON O F  WELT 
EVREDEI.  By WALTER GIBSOX. Illustracd from Original Sketches. Post avo 
cloth, 8s. 8A 

JAPAN AS IT WAS AND IS. By RICIIACT I~ILDRETH, Antho  
of tlic "History of the United States," kc. With large Map. Post Svo., cloth, 8 

JAPAN AND AROUND THE WORLD. AN ACCOUNT 
THRICE VISITS TO T H E  JAPANESE EMI'11:F.. Ry J. W. SPAL~ISG, of 
Unitcil States steam frigate Mississippi, flagship of the expedition. With Ei 
Illustrations in tint. Post Eva., floth, 8s. 6& 

NATIHATIVE OF THE EXI'ETHTION OF AN AMERICA 
SQUADRON tn the CHISA SEAS and JAPAN erfonned in the y 
and 1954 hy order of the Government of the united States, under 
~ornmodore 31. C.  Perry, U.S.N. Coinpiled from the original S i t e s  
Co~~~n~uclore Perry, a t  his request and under his supervision, by FR.\s 
r1.D. 1 vol. royal avo., 700 pages, wit11 Steel Engravings, Woodcu 
Sailing Directions. 

INDIA, JAPAN, AND CHINA. By BAYAED TAYLOR Auth 
of la The Lands of the Sa~ace11; or, Pictures of Palestine," Rc. 1 vol. po; SVO., w i d  
K~qravings, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

6% The two yews and four months' tnvcl, of which thia volume forma the clos'n? p r t  exhibits tl 
c rrsolutc ~nei-gy as the Author's * View8 Afoot? . . . Mr. Tayloi s 1 w a  the skill or knack 
n prw~is t l  litthnteiir and know what to select from tlic ohiecls that pass briore him, na well os ho 
: c ~  umcnt them in ~hcmost forcible nml liv?ly mannoc."-S,~Â¥etntor 

3 
':To extract paswge trom ~ r ,  ~xvtor's wtoria~ ~lescriptinns vou~r~ be to cut sqmm out 01 x pmd 

r a m  . . . ~t once bnglit in style find varied und untvruiinin; iu ma:ter."-Lender. 

LIFE AND LANDSCAPES FROM EGYPT TO THE NEGV. 
KINGDOMS OF THE WII1TH NILE : being a Jonmey to Central 
B A T A I ; ~  TAYLOR, Author of "Views Afoot," and "Eldorado." Illustrated wi 

with a Steel Portrait. 1 vol. 12mo.. cloth, 7s. 6d. 
decant  tinted Plates and Engravings on Wood, from Drawings by 

PICTURES OF PALESTINE, ASIA MINOR, SICILY, A X !  
SPAIX; or, the Lands of the Samcen. By BAYAI~D TAYLOK. With Illustrations* 
Post Svo., cloth, 7s. 6d.  

c *  Plenum, nsidablc, nnd useful, which is snvin- no little for HI!'. R-iy~ril Tuvlin'. lie blend 
v ,i0m qualities into the n'trrntivr m^i-'tlier. ulucli 1% liarmoniously upon encli other like strnnd( 
of r .  . . . He writes eluuuentlv. easily. and with a vivid fcelini for the picturc-saue."- 
J11,ewe;'"h - - 

. " .  . . . 
The h.mk is fnll of fresh mid grniiine intprcst."-Lcndcr. 
Mr. Taylor wrifs with feuilitv and df-scribes vitli cll'ecl; hie nnrrative is alwnvs lirely and a'nniia.e 

inc. Ills lun&cqicfl are vnriquions of puqile, orange. and green ; every object miIda a tip to thÃ§ 
pietnr,"."-Py^s. 

S U N N Y  iIE'MORIRS O F  FOREIGN LANDS. By Mrs. HARRIET- 
BEECHER STOWE, Author of " Uncle Tom's Cabin." New Edition of the fcap. ediq 
tion, with 60 Illustrations, cloth, 2s. 6 A  Also ready, the Standard Edition, cIotM 
extra, with 60 Illustrations, price 5s. Or in morocco extra, as  a presentatior* 
volume, 12s. 
Â¥* These arc published for the Author, and arc the only complete and reliable editions of Ism 

v licit. 

AT HO'XLR AND ABROAD. By ~ ~ A I W A R E T  FWI.LEK OSSOLI. A 
Postlmmous Volume of Collected rapers aril Essays, on Things and Thoughts ml 
Europe and America. Crown Svo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

Samosou Low, Son, & Co., 47, Liidgate Hill, 



ART, LITERATURE, AXD WORKS OF REFE11ENCE. 5 

USEF, OR THE JOUEXEY OF THE FEAXGI. A Cnisade 
in the East. By J. Ross BWWSE, Author of "Etchings of a Whaling Cruise." 
With Illustrations, post 87% cloth, 10s. 6d. 

I 'RAVELS IN EUROPE AND THE EAST ; b;ingSl;etches and 
Incidents, with graphic descriptions of Men, Places, and Things, as seen by the 
Author in England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Austria, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. By SAMUEL I B E N . ~ G ~  
PRIME. With 40 Illustrations, 2 vols. post Svo, 16s. 

I MPEESSIONS OF ENGLAND ; or,  Sketches of E n g l i s h  Scenery 
and Society. By A. CLEVELAND Cam, Eecior of Grace Church, Baltimore. l2mo. 
cloth, 6s. - 

1 ART, LITERATURE, AND WORKS OF REFERENCE. 

RT-HINTS : ARCHITECTURE, SCULPTURE and PAINT- 
ING. By JABIES JACKSON JABVES, Author of " Parisian Sights and French 

Princinles." &c. Post 8vo.. cloth. 9s. . , . , 1 "There are few subjects coanwted with art in relntion to its history, to matter, tind to mind, mhich 
Mr. J-ames does not touch upon, and uith so much Ireahnees of thought, entliusiasm tempered with 
judgment, wad sensibility to the beautiful, as to render his remarks nu Irsh pleasant to mid than they 
r e  instructive. . . . His remarks evince sound discrimination and good taste. It is ivlirn we have 
such a book as  this under our nolice that we find moat occasion to regret our inability, fiom want 0 f 
spat?, to quote from it."-Art-Unim. 
'' Fervent a d  useful~clever and well writli?n."-Atlienaum. 
*' Tins is the only way in which it is worth while to write sibout art; end Mr. Jnrvcs, founding on 

high and honest and acute in applying them, will be found, without at all rivalling huch a 
manas Ruskin in depth or originalit ,well worth the hearing."-Spwtator. 

W e  have seldom indeed read a iook which excited more respect for the author and sym thy for 
hi8 opinions : his criticism is r a  @"era1 et once refined and elevated in ~ p n t ,  an~maht by tt %orongh 
and iiatient knmvledcre of what he is dtwribin'r. and for the moat mart sinrularlv iust and sound."- 
~uard ian .  " 

. - . -  
'' E v q  artist should '"el this "book, which is a rich mine of those things which pertain to the higher 

flights of his profession,'^-~dm Literary Journal. 

I:HE BEITISH CATALOGUE. Comprehcndine the Titlc of 
every work published in the United Kingdom since ~ovember1837,  with the size, 
p i c e ,  edition, publisher, and date of publication! This, with the suplilcnients of 
books published during the course of its compilation, brought dorm to the end of 
1854, t u ~ m s  the first volume, of whicha few copiesremain a t  the price of 35s. bound 
in half-morocco. 
The Secmzd or Index Volume is now nearly ready, arranged with especial regard 

to every-day use 10 the end of 1855 with a complete list of the various Collections, 
"Libraries," "~eries," kc. A list of the Printing and Publishing Clubs, with tlieir 
issues, and much other useful information. 

* This is the first attempt at a complete catalogue of modern literature, giving the dates of each 
publication, 

FHE EIGHTEENTH YEAR OF THE ANNUAL CATA- 
LOGUE OF BOOKS PUBLISHED I X  GEEAT BBlTArN, DOTING 1855. giving 
thesize, Price, Edition, Publisher's Kame,and Month of Publication of every Book 
of the Year, with a comprehensive Index to the titles, arranged to facilitate refer- 
euce on a new principle. 8vo., sewed, 3s. 6d. 

THE PUBLISHERS' CIRCULAR AND GENERAL RECORD 
OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN LITERATURE containing a complete Alpha- 
helical List of all New Books vublished in Great Britain, and every work of interest 
~ublished abroad. r - - ~  

Published on the 1st and 15th of every month, and forwarded to any part of the 
world upon a prepayment of 8s. per annum, through any Bookseller. 

THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, or English Guide to American 
Literature, giving the full title of Books published in the Untied States since the 
year 1800 not being reprints of English Boobs with the date and place of publica- 
tion. Compiled with especial reference to works of interest to Great Britain, with 
the prices a t  which they may be obtained in London. With comprehensive index. 
avo. 

English and American Booksellers and Publishers. 



6 ART, LITERATURE, AND WORKS OF RFFERFXCE. 
-. - -- 

A CONCISE SUMMARY OF THE LAW OF ENGLISH COPY- 
RIGHT, A m  THE SAME OF FRENCH COPYRIGHT, and the Law of International 
Copyright between England and France, in Li t~rature,  the Drama, Music, and the 
Fine Arts, Analysed and Explained; with the Convention, Orders in Council, and 
recent Actsof Parliament on the subject. Ry PETER BURKE, Esq., of the Inner 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. The whole in English and French, fcap. boards, 5s. 

*,* RIcsare. Low undertake the agency of all matters connected with internalional copyright both 
i t  home and abroad. 

LECTURES ON ENGLISH LITERATURE, ENGLISH HIS- 
TORY, AND TRAGIC POETRY. By HEXRY REED. 2 vols. Crown STO. 13s. 
cloth. (The only Author's Edition.) 

THE POETS AND POETRY OF EUROPE. By HENRY W. 
L o s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o w / A u t h o r  of" Evangeline:' &c. Entirely new edition. avo., cloth, 21s. 

SELECT BRITISH ELOQUENCE : embracing the best Speeches 
entire of the most eminent Orators of Great Britain for the last Two Centuries ; 
with Sketches of their Lives, an Estimate of their Genius, and Notes, Critical and 
Explanatory. By CHAUKCET A. GOODRICH, DJ)., Professor of Ehetoric in Yale 
College, New Haven, U.S. Royal 8vo., 18s. Calf extra. 23s. 

THE ART OF ELOCUTION.-Logical and Musical Declamation : 
to which is added a System of Gesture; with an Appendix of elegant Extracts in 
Prose and Verse, forming a valuable 3Ianual for Persons learning the Art of Public 
Speaking, and a Choice " Speaker " for theuse of Schools. By GEORGE VASDESHOFF, 
of the Theatres Roval Covent Garden and Havmnrhet. 12mo. cloth. 5s. 

"Cleverly sFted and abundantly exemplified."-Athmaum. 
"Clearly untten."-Examine. 
"Clever aim Ie and intelliinblr, and the extracts are admirable,-far better selected than the corn- 

o n  run of such t h m ~ s . ' - ~ u a r d i a n .  

A MATHEMATICAL DICTIONARY AND COMPLETE EN- 
CYCLOPAEDIA OF THE SCIENCE. By CHARLES DAVUM, LL.U., and WILLIAM 
G. PECK, M.A. Koyal Svo., sheep, 18s. 

' A  very vnluable book, and admirably illustrated as well nx plainly and neatly printed."-English 
J o u m l  of Ed-. 

THE CHARITIES OF LONDON ; THEIR RISE, PROGRESS, AND 
PRESENT POSITION: with some Account of the Educational Institutions of the Me- 
tropolis. By SADIPSON Low, Jun. Dedicated by special permission to 13. R. H. 
Prince Albert. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 10s. 6d.  

THE CHARITIES OF  LONDON IN 1852-3 : being a Report of 
53n Institutions. Is. 6d. sewed. 

. . 
"The excellent ftmneements of this Report, the enormous pains bestowed in mlleetin- informfttion, 

ind its careful compilation, render it a moat valuable reference both for thoae who wiah to "id the 
various dcamin- institutions described in it, and for those in distress who are Ifnorant of llie benefits 
benevniently provided for them."-Globe. 

We heiirttlv congratulate the author on the successful manner in which his toak has been accom- 
plished : the ~+r t?s  a valuable one,'̂ -Atlav. 

AMERICAN LITERATURE. 
*.* Lists of American Im ortations published Blontbly and form-ardcd regularly where rrquosl~l. 

o r b  not in Stock promptly procured to Odcr.  

TORTIl AMERICAN QUARTERLY REVIEW.- This THE Periodical Is has now been published without intermission for forty years. I t  is by 
far the oldest American periodical devoted to general Literature and Science, and 
its reputation has been steadily maintaineil, both in America and in Europe, as the 
leading journal of the Utliteil States within its approprhte department. Price 6s. 
sach number; or Subscription, paid in advance, either direct or through any Book- 
seller, 21s. per annum, which secures its being regularly forwardril, 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Ludgate Hill, 



AMERICAN LITERATURE. 7 
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'UTXAM'S M0XTHLY.-This Maaazine is devoted to the Con- 
trihntions of American Authors, and is published sin~ultaneously in London and 

1 S e w  York. The Writers comprehend some of the first Authors of America ; and 
the high stand i t  has taken as an original work, with the excellence of its articles, ' has gained for i t  a foremost position amongst the best periodicals of either country. 
Present Monthly Circiilation, 25,000 Copies. Price 2s. per .Number; or forwanled 
regularly per post, pre-paid, to any part of the kingdom, for a Subscription of 25s. 
per annun], paid in advance. 

I'HE AMERICAN CATALOGUE ; or, En";ish Guide to American 
Literature giving the fnll titles of Books published in the United States since the 
year 1800 'not being reprints of English Works, with the date and place of publica- 
tion. compiled with especial reference to Works of interest to Great Britain, with 
the price a t  which they may he obtained in London. With comprehensive Index. 
avo. 

CYCLOPAEDIA OF AMERICAN LITERATURE ; embracing 
Personal and Critical Notices of Authors, and Selections from their Writings, from 
the Earliest Period to the Present Day. By EVERT A. and GEO. L. DUYCKISCK. 
2 vols. imp. Svo., with Portraits, Autographs, and other Illuatrationa Cloth, 11.16s. 

CHE PROSE WRITERS, AND THE POETS AND POETRY 
OF AMERICA. With Historical Introduction. Critical and Biographical Notes 
by RCFUS WILIIOT GRISWOI.~. With Portraits. New Editiun. 2 vols. royal avo., 
cloth, each 16s. - 

I ILLUSTRATED PRESENTATION BOOKS. 

N HONOREM : SOXGS UF THE BRAVE. Comprising Odes 
and A ~ a d s  by CAMPBELL, BIROS, TESSTSON, WOLFE, COIAIKS MACKAY and 
Buit~:.. Choicely iilnstriited from Drawings by Duncan, ~ o s t e r ,  ~ h o m a s ,  and 
Macquoid. Uniform with Cundall's Editions of 'Â¥Gray' Elegy," and other Poems. 
Crown Svo., clolh, bevelled gilt edges, 7s. 6d. ; morocco, 12s. 

HE BOOK OF CELEBRATED POEMS. Containing Forty- 
one of the most popular Poems in the Englisk Language, nnabridged. Illustrated 
by upwards of Eighty Engravings, from Drawings by C. W. Cope, Kenny Meadows, 
G. Dodgson, and J. Ferguson. Demy 8va,  cloth elegant, price 15s.; morocco 
extra. 21s. 
" This singularly beautiful volume, na spleodid in appearance as valuable in coti1ettts."-Obw ver. 
'' Arranged on a plan which we highly commend-gracefully illustrated-well-bound-nil the 

m l t  i s  an unexceptionable volume for the season."-Examiner. 
"This book, aa ornament to a.vy drawmg-room, both from its illustration and binding, is iome- 

thing more,- treasury of delightful and most instructive reading."-Stawiard. 

A SERIES O F  CHOICE EMTIOSS O F  CHOICE BOOKS, 
Illustrated by the first Artists. Rioted on thick tinted paper manufactured for the purpose, elegantly 

bound in cloth extra, bevelled and gilt edges. Superintended by Mr. JOSEPH CL'NDALL. 

(THE PLEASURES OF HOPE. By THOMAS CAMPBELL. With 
twenty-five choice Illustrations by Birket Foster, George Thomas, and Harrison 
Weir. in the first stvle of art. Crown 8vo.. clothextra. bevelled. 7s. 6d.: morocco. 12s. 

, Â ¥  One of the most beautiful volumes that has been produced."-Lilerari/ Gazette. 

THE EYE OF ST. AGNES. By JOHN KEATS. 'Illustrated with 
' Twenty Engravings from Drawings by Edward H.Wehnert. Handsomely bound 

ill cloth, 7s. 6d. ;  morocco, 12s.; extra, 18s. 

English and American Booksellers and Publishers. 



8 ILLUSTRATED PRESENTATION BOOKS. I 
- -  . -- - -  - - 

THE DESERTED TILLAGE. By OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 1llus-t 

morocco, 12s. ; extra, 18s. 

AN ELEGY I N  A COUNTRY CHUPiCHYABD. By THOMAS. 
GRAY. Illustrated on every page by Birket Foster, George Thomas, and a Lady. 
Crown avo., cloth extra, Is. 6d.; morocco, 12s.; extra, 18s. 

THE VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. By OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 
Richly Illustrated by George Thomas, and printed in a very superior style; forut- 
ing a t  once tile standard, most elegant and appropriate edition of this classic tale. 
Crown Svo., cluth extra, richly gilt, 10s. 6d.; morocco, 21s. 

THE AUTHOR'S OWN EDITION OF "UXCLE TOM'S8 
CABIN;" with "THE KEY," complete. By Mrs. HARRIET BEECHEK STOWE. 
Two vols. Hvo.. cloth extra. 285. With uuwards of Sixty Illustrations. 

**.* But a limited impression of tbia be&utiful edition having been published, and a few copica only 
remainins. ~ersons desirous of noseessin? it as the onlv comulete and standard edition. should oiiter it 
direct of &hblishera at once: 

- . . 
"This is a publication of far himbar pretensions anJ makes a far wider ap eal Few litvrary offcr- 

in- of the season will robably l a v e  a larger distribution than this. It is ahandsome edition of t l i i  
^T'-'inal work rofuaef decorated throu~hout with illustrations-includinga portrait of Mrs. Stuns. 
~ l k m  everg&ne an<rchamcter,in the book has its picmrie.1 pr-ntmmt; ~ t b e  dm1 ns bcing full 
of fancy, and many of them admirably drawn by Mr Billin"'s, and excf l la i~y  rend>-'! Lj in cffi,mvin 
by Meesrs. Baker, Smith, and Andrew. AH contribute tomake lliie issue of the must popular booÂ 
of our time the dilition de luxe."Ã‘Athenaum 

NEW JUVENILE BOOKS. 
ARRASGED IS LIST AS SUITABLE FOR YOUTHS-TOCSGER CIIILDRES-AKD FOR 

THE TOCSGEST. 

FOR THE EARNEST STUDENT : OR, YEAR BOOK FOR 
THE YOUSG. By Mrs. Wa. Fisos, Author of " Letters from the Continent," kc. 

Fcap., cloth, 58. 

HOUSEHOLD CHEMISTRY: OR, RUDIMENTS OF SCIENCE 
AITLIEU TO EVERY-DAT LIFE. By Dr. ALBERT J. BERNAT~, F.C.S. Third Edi- 
tion, greatly enlarged, with numerous Illustrations. Fcap. 8vo.. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

THE WHALEMAN'S ADVENTURES : OR, SCEXES IX THE 
SOUTHERS OCKAN. Edited by Dr. SCORESBY. With Six graphic Illustrations drawn 
on Wood by Vizetelly. Kew and cheaper edition, cloth, 3s. 6d., forming au 
admirable " Boy's Book." 

THE HEROES OF HISTORY.-OLIVER CROMWELL. Edited 
by the Rev. FRANCIS L. HAWKS, DJJ., 1.L.D. lzmo., cloth extra, with Illustra- 
tions, 5s. 

THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. By HORACE 
ROSCOE ST. JOHN. Fcap. SYO,, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Â¥Whe we BOY we know of no short history of Columbus likely to prove so useful as this, we wish 
to convey a high'aanse of our estimate of its merits."-Atlienaum, 

A CHILD'S HISTORY OF THE UXITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, on the Plan of CHARLES DICKESS'S "Child's History of England!' 
By JOHN Uusx~n .  2 vols. fcap. Yvo., cloth, Is. 

THE SWISS FAMILY ROEINSOX. An entire Xew Edition, 
two volumes in  one, containing the Second and Concluding portion of the Adveu- 
tures of the Family. Carefully edited. Illustrated, fcap., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Ludgate Eill, 



SEW J U V E S l t E  BOOKS. 9 

GEOGRAPHY FOR MY CHILDREN. By Mrs. 13. B. STOWE, 
Author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin," kc. English Edition, An'anged sad Edited liy 
an English Lady, under direction of the Author. With upwards of Fifty Illustrn- 
tions. Square, cloth extra, 4s. Gd. 
- W e  hail its, nnneftranw tilth clea-surp : it is an cxcpllent little book for Christian school-mma."- 

A:hm&m. - '. . . 
"It is written iu an easy colloquial style, and with an enef'elic, lively p o d  sense, worthy of the 

authoress of L'ncle Torn's Cabin ; * it is a useful scliout ha&, and in the Lands of a p o d  teacher 
would be very effective on the scholars."-GI&. 

w Mrs. Beeclirr Stowe, in her Geogra h for Children, has displayed her usual skill, and achieved a 
mow than ordinav amount of mme$z~rifmnnia. 

.c r k m 7  rl!~ldcm.-l have mwht a lntle flwk oi'cl~ildmn d m v  own. and this has led me to think a 
grea~d~l~b~~~~ou~ffolk~life you ; and n hen 1 have s m  how much pleasure can be made for 
u ldren  b my way of leaching Geography I have wished you too could share it,-and so 1 have 
made h i s  A L C I ~  book for you:,-~zt&t& ~ u t h o ~  ~ n t m d u c t h .  

THE GREAT WONDERS OF THE WORLD, FROM THE 1 PYRA31IDS TO THE CRYSTAL PALACE. With Fifty Il~nstrations. Sauare. - .  
cloth, 3s. 

HOARY HEAD AXD M'DOXKEE. By JACOU ABBOTT. An 
entirely New Edition, illustrated, 12mo., 5s. 

RICHARD DOYLE'S ILLUSTRATED JUVENILE CALEN- 
DAR. With Descriptions by Mrs. T. K. HEEVET. S e w  Edition. Square, cloth, 
gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

THE LITTLE PILGRIM; A BAY'S ADVENTURES OF A CJXILD. 
With 12 Beautiful Illustrations on Stone, l ~ y  ALPBED CROWQUILL. 4to.. boards, 
2s. 6d. ; or coloured, with extra binding, 4s. 6d. 

MARY HOWITT'S PICTURES FUR THE YOUKG. Consist- 
icg of Twenty-one original and boldly-executed Engravings on Wood, by MORET, 
designed to aid the Young either iu Copying or Coluuring as well as to form an 
interesting and choice Presentiilion Book. The letter-press by MART HOTCITT. 
Demy 4to., fancy boards, 4s. 6d. ; or coloured, 6s. 
''The favourite with our own littlepeople."-Afhoiailm. 

AERY'S PICTURE COLOUR BOOK. Illustrated with Sixteen 
large Coloured Engravings,Slxteen Plain Copies for Colouring, and numerous small 
Pictures. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d.; or in two parts, each 1s. 

THE LITTLE LYCHETTS. By the Author of I' The Ogilvies," 
"Olive." AT. With Twentv Illustrations bv HENRY WARREX. Souare. cloth. 

English and American Booksellers and Publishers, 

. .  . 
28. 6d. 

Also ready, uniform, with several Illustrations, 

THE DONKEY'S SHADOW, 2s. Gd. AMUSIXG TALES, 2s. Gd. 
BROKEN PITCHER, 2s. 6 A  
ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, 2s. 6d. 
HISTORICAL TALES, 2s. 61;. 

RICHMOND'S TOUR, 2s. 6d. . 
POPULAR LECTURES, BY J. H. 

PEPPER, Is. 6d. 

HAPPY DAYS OF CHILDHOOD. By AMY MEADOWS. Illus- 
trated with Twenty-four full-page Pictures by Harrison Weir, and a Frontispiece 
by Birket Foster. Fcap, 4to., cloth, coloured, 5s. 

LITTLE ARTHUR ; on, THE CHILD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 
By CHARLES B. TAYLER, M.A., Rector of Otley, Suffolk, Author of "The Records 
of a Good Man's Life." Illustrated by George Measom. Cloth, 3s. 

THE ICE KIXG. A Tale for Children, showin^ the Influence 
of Good and Bad Temper. With Eight Illustrations. second Edition. Square, 
cloth, plain, 3s. 68.; coloured, 5s. 

EARLY WALKS IN THE FIELDS OF KNOWLEDGE : com- 
prising the Child's Own Indestructible Alphabet, Primer, Spelling and Reading- 
Books. Printed on the best cloth, complete in 1 vol., with 150 Illustrations by 
Harrison Weir, Absolon, and ether Artists. Cloth extra, 4s. Sit. 



10 SELECT WORKS OF TICTIOX. - -- 
T H E  TREASURY OF PLEASURE BOOKS: for Young People, 

A New Edition, Illustrated with upwards of One Hundred and Seventy Engravings 
(Forty of which are quite new), by John Absolon, Edward Welinert, Me,- 
dows, and Harrison Weir. Handsomely bound in cloth, bevelled hoards, gilt edges; 
price Is. fid.; or with Coloured Pictures, 15s. 

KING ARTHUR'S ALPHABET. Illustratcil with Twenty-six 
Engravings by John Absulon, printed in Ornamental Borders. In a handsome 
cover designed by Macquoid, Is. ; or with Coloured Pictures, 2s. 

MIRANDA : OR, THE THREE STEPS, AND WHICH IS BEST. Fancy 
Cover, Is. 

"Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it arc the issues of Life." 

LITTLE SHZIE'S SIX ISIR'I'HDAYS. By her Aunt Susan. 
Author of "Flower of the Family." With Four Coloured Illustrations. Cloth, 
3s. 6d. - 

Indestructible Books for Children. 
Printed upon the best prepared clotli, 

One Shilling each. 
The CI~ilil's Own Alphabet. 
The Child's Own Primer. 
The Child's Own Spelling Rook. 
The Child's Own Reading Bouk. 

The same in One Volume, as " Early 
Walks in the Fields of Knowledge; 
square, clotli, 4s. G d .  

INDESTRUCTIBLE LARGE PRINT 
BOOKS, 6J. EACH. 

A B C Rook. ] Easy Spelling. 
Easy Words. I Easy Reading. 

Printed in Colours, upon the best prepared 
cloth, One Shilling each. 

Little Bo-Peep . . . wilh 7 Pictures. 
Mother Goose . . 7 ,, 
House that Jack Built. :: 11 ,, 
Weddine of Cock Robin .. 7 .. 
Death o t ~ o c k  Robin . 1. 12 . .. 
Old Mother Hubhard . ,, 14  ,, 
Cat and the Mouse . ,, 7 ,, 
Life and Heath uf ~ e u n ;  

W r e n .  . . . . ,, 8 ,, 
Old \\'oman and her Pig ,, 7 ,, 
Little Man and Little 

The same in One Volume, as  "Picture 1 Maid . . . . . ,, 7 ,, 
Lessons; cloth, 2s. 6d. - 

S E L E C T  W O R K S  O F  FICTION. 
f THE HILLS OF THE SHATEMUC : a Tale. By the Author of 

"The Wide.Wide World" and "Queechey." With Illustrations. Cheap Edition, 
fancy boards, 28. 6d. Superior Edition, cloth, 5s. [Shortly. 

THE HIDDEN PATH : a Tale. By the Author of "Alone," 
with Designs by Alfred Crowquill. Fcap. 2s. 

AFRAGA; OR, LIFE AND LOVE IN NORWAY : a Norwegian and 
Lapland Tale. Translated from the German of THEODORE MUGGE. Post avo., 
cloth. 10s. Gd. 

OUR WORLD ; OR, THE DEMOCRAT'S RULE. The Great Americnn 
Anti-Slavery Sovel, appealing to the judgment andsympathiesof mankind. 2vols. 
post 8i.o.. 16s. 

' A  book of the riglit stamp-fearless, fya. hie, true tolling, powerful-moro complete and ~cairtvly 
less vigorous and picturesque than ' Uncle Cilbin.' "-1 q g ' a  hislrvrtor. 

We hiive no hesitation in renouncing it one of the most remarkiible and powerful orierniil works 
ever published in America 8 i~ i~si icd himultaneously in London, Paris, New York, and Auburn,- 

tact ~ l i i c h ,  by itself, indicates that it 18 no ordinary production."-PhUaiSel$tk Dailq A'CTM. 
"The book is well written. Scenery is sketched as with n pninlor'~ band, nnd chanictfr well 

' dcvelop<;d.-'Oun WORI.O * is worthy of commendation, and we sinall be dim pointed if the writer 
docs not produce something which the worlil will not willingly let die."-d'mo f o r k  Times. 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Ludgate Hill, 



FAMILY P&LDIKG SERIES. 11 

HE ANGELS' SONG: a Christian Retrospect. With G Illus- 
trations. By the Rev. C. B. TAYLER. Fcap.. cloth, 5s. ; morocco extra, 8s. 6d .  

E CURE MANQUE ; OR, SOCIAL AND I;ELIGI~US CUSTOMS IX 
FRAKCE. By EUGEYIE DE C o m c i ~ w x .  12mo.. cloth extra. Is. 6d. 

,* The Autobiography of a young French peasant, who was trained for the Church, resenting an 
o u t  of the avcial and rural life of the Normandy peasants,and the relations existiodetween tlicm 
1 their priests. The Author also deaenbes in a very intermling manner tlie routine and -toms ul' 
French ticcl~aiastical Seminaries. 

LINQ GIRL OF WITTENBERG : a Life P i c t u r e  of the Days 
of Luther. Translated from the German by J. G. MOKKIS. Post avo., 6s. 6d .  

LANCHE NEVILLE ; a Record  of Married Life. "Can t w o  
walk together except they1 be agreed?" By the Rev. CHARLES I). BELL, 3I.A.. 
Incumbent of St. John's, Hampstead, Author of "Faith in Earnest:' "The Miner's 
Sons." Ecap. Svo., cloth, 6s. 

HE OLD MINOR CAXON; OR, A LIFE OF STRUGGLE AND A 
LIFE OF SOXG. By the Author of " The Closing Scene." Fcap. Svo., 3s. 6d. 

"We know bf no recent production more calculated to impart and promote Faith, Hope, and 
Charity than 'The Old Minor Canon.' "-Brii~nrtia. 

FAMILY READING SERIES OF TALES AND SKETCHES. 

BOOKS FOR HOAIB READING, DISTRICT A S D  PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES, 

PRESENTATION, A N D  PRIZES. 
* It is the aim of the Publishers to place such works in this Series as shall, by their peculiar interest d 
native, and spirit of unforced yet pervading piety, commend themselves for family reading, and form 
table books fur lendingand presenting young persona especially-books that whilst aliordin* leasure 
r d c m  d all age%, may w e t  the attenurn w ~ o u t  inpainns the mind, or bi-in8 the j u d 6 f n t  from 
;cause of truth. 

16 volumes bound uniform in cloth extra, but eathdistinct and sold separately. 
Bound in morocco as Gif t  Bwks,  3s. 6d. per volume additional. 

HE RECORDS of a GOOD MAN'S 
LIFE. Edited by his Seighbour. By 
CHARLES B. TAYLEK, M.A., Rector of 
Otley, Suffolk. Tenth Edition, 3s. 6d. 
HANKFULSESS : a Narrative ; or 
Passages in the Life of the Rev. Allen 
Temple. By the same Author. Third 
Edition. 2s. 6d. 
RUTH; o r  I'ersis Claretou. By the 
same Author. Thild Edition. 2s. 6d. 
HE SHADY SIDE; or Life in a 
Country Parsonage. With Steel Portrait. 
Third Edition. 3s. ed. 
HE GOLDEN SUNSET. By the 
Author of c ash to^ Cottage." 2s. 6d .  
ECORDS O F  ALDERBROOK. By 
FAXHI FORRESTER, late of the Bunnah 
Mission. 3s. 6d .  
EGENDS AND RECORDS, chiefly 
Historical. By CHARLES B. TATLEI;, 
ÃˆA Sixth Edition. 3s. 6d, 
H E  OLD MINOR CANON. A 
Life of Straggle and a Life of Song. By 
the Rev. ERSKIXE XEALE. 3s. 6d .  

FACTS in the LIFE of a CLERGY- 
MAN. By CHAIILES B. TAYLER, M.A. 
ss .6d .  

LIFE ALLEGORIES and Similitudes. 
Including the " Hill Difficulty," an Alle- 
gory. By the Author of " Wauderings 
of a Pilgrim!' 2s. 6d .  

WXXY MEMORIES OF FOREIGX 
LANDS. By Mrs. H. B. STOWE. With 
60 Illustrations. 2s. 6d. 

IDA MAY: a Story of Things Actual 
and Possible. By MARY LAXGIOS. Illus- 
trated by Alfred Crowquill. 2s. 611. 

TALES O F  NEW ENGLAKD LIFE. 
By Mrs. STOWE. With Portrait. Cloth, 
28. 6d. 

ALONE. By MARION HARLAXD. 
With Frontispiece by Alfred Crowquill. 
Cloth gilt, 2s. 6& 

THE HIDDEN PATH. By the same 
Author. 2s. 6d. . 

NELLIE O F  TRURO. With Frontis- 
piece. By the Author of " Vara, or the 
Child of Adoption!' 2s. 6d. 

English and American Booksellers and Publishers. 



1'2 LAW AND MEDICAL WORKS. 
- - 

CHEAP SERIES OF POPULAR BOOKS NOW PUBLISHING. 

NUN (The), by Mrs. Sherwood, 2s. WOLFEET'S BOOST, by Washington I 
SHADY SIDE (The), by Mrs. IIuhbell, Is. 1 Irving, Is. I 

Also, in preparation, n NEW TALE, by Bliss Wamr, author of the " \I7idr, Wide World," 
b y  arrangement with the Author. 

7b consist of Totes of interest and citaracter, and of Xarratires of Trawl and 
ddventurc,-especially such as may be given to the 17utf~~g. 

The fullowing am now Re+:- , 
ALDERBROOK, by Emily Judson, Is. SUXXY MEXOHIES, by Mrs. Stowe. 2s. 

LAW AND MEDICINE. 

ALOXE, by Marion IIarland, 2s. 
HIDDEN PATH (The). by the same, 28. 
IDA MAY, by Mary Langilon, 2s. 
MY BROTHER, by Sirs. ldllis, 2s. 612. 
KELLIE OF TRURO. boards, 2s. 

r ^HE ELEMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. By HENI:Y 
WHEATON. An entire New Edition. Edited by the Hon. W. B. LAWKEKCK. Imp. 
avo., cloth, 31s. 6d. 

TALES and SKETCHES, by the Same, 1s. 
TRUTH, by Charles IS. Tiiylcr, MA.,  

1s. 6d. 
WAIKNA, or Adventures on the Slos- 

quito Shorc, by K. G .  Squicr, Is. 

A CONCISE SUMMARY OF THE LAW OF INTERXA- 
TIONAL COPYRIGHT-French Copyright, and International Copyright between 
France and England. By PETER BURKE. Vide page 6. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE, from its Origin to  t h o  Nineteenth 
Century. With an Appendix, containing a Philosophical and Historical Review of 
Medicine to the present time. By Dr. P. V. RENOPARD. Translat~d from the 
French by CORSELTOS G. COMEGYS, M.D. Ãˆvo. cloth, 18s. 

DICTIONAEY OF MEDECAL SCIENCE : containing a c o n c i s e  
Explanation of the various Subjects and Terms of Physiology, Pathology, H ygibne. 
Therapeutics, Pharmacology, Obstetrics, Siedical Jurisprudence, &c. With the 
French and other Syni.mymes; Notices of Climate and of celebrated .Mineral 
Waters; Formuire for various Officinal, Empirical, and Dietetic Preparations, kc. 
By ROBLEY D m c ~ I m s ,  M.1). One thick volume, 900 pages, double column. 12th 
Edition. Price 16s. 

It has the rare merit of having no rival in the English language for accuracy and extent of rrfcr- 
encea."-London Medical Gazette. 

A TREATISE OX THR PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. By 
Dr. GEORGE B. WOOD. 4th Edition. 2 vols. avo., cloth extra, 36s. (Uniform 
with Dunglison's Medical Dictionary.) 

LETTERS TO A YOUXG PHYSICIAX, just entering upon 
Practice. By JAMES JACKSON, M.D. Post avo. cloth, 5s. 

'ORGANIC AND PHYSIOLOGICAL CHEXISTEY, Principl~a 
of. By Dr. CARL LOWIG. Translated by DANIEL BREED, N.D. svo. cloth, 16s. 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CHEMISTRY, Practical and Theoretical : 
embracing its application to the Arts, Metallurgy, Mineralogy, Geology, Medicine, 
and Pharmacy. By JABIES C. BOOTH, A.M., M.A.P.S., Slelter and li-efincr in the 
U.S. Mint ; Professor of Applied Chemistry in the Franklin Institute. Assisted by 
CAMPBELL MOREIT, Author of "Applied Chemistry," and "CLemicnl Manipula- 
tions." Svo., clotii. 21s. 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Ludgate Hill, 



WORKS IX PRACTICAL SCIENCE. 13 

WORKS IN PRACTICAL SCIENCE. 
-- 

applied to Every-day Life. By Dr. ALBERT J. BERNArS, F.C.S. Third Edition, 
srreotlv enlarged. with numerous illustrations. Foolscn~i 8vo.. cloth. 4s. 6d. - - ~ "  - .  

' T h e  treatment is clear and simple; it deals with facts and the practical applicntim of principles. 
The idea of bikiaa tlio objects familiar to domi-stic life as vehicles for impartins information respccthy 
I b I a interest, ?specially for the young."Ã‘Spectator 

' M r .  Renmvn h a  produced a book of obvious utility, occupying interesting ground, and satisfying 
a populiir want. We have an interestin? , h h ,  full of scientific facts artistically and amusingly 
an-aneed : and tlioueh Sir. Bei-map states t !at he has written mainly for the youag,sucb a treatise may 

T H E  PRACTICE OF PHOTOGRAPHY : a Manual for Students 
and Amateurs. By PHILIP H. DELAXOTTE, F.S.A. With a Photographic Frontis- 
piece. 3rd Edition, 4s. Gd. ; per post, 4s. Sd. 

Â¥TH CALOTYPE PROCESS : a Handbook to Photography on 
Paper. By THOMAS SCTTOX, B.A. 2nd Edition, carefully revised, with new 
Chapters on Positive Printing. 2s. 6 8 .  post free. 

T H E  PHOTOGRAPHIC PRIMER: for the Use of Beginners in 
the Collodion Process. By JOSEPH CUNDALL. 2nd Edition, Is. post free. 

Â¥O THE VARIOUS METHODS OF PRINTING PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC PICTURES. With a few Hints on their Preservation. Tested by 
Practical Experience. By ROBERT HOWLETT. 1s.; by post, IS. 2d. 

THE SCIENCE OF MECHANISM ; beins a Copious Description 
and Annotated Catalogue of the various Divisions of Articles exhibited in the XEW 
YORE EXHIBITION, 1853-54; including a large amount of original and valuable 
Information relating to- 

Slinca and Minerals. Manufactures of Cotton. I 
Fainting. 

Raw Materi.11~. Silk. Silverware. 
substances used na Food. ~ ~ ~ h i n c r ~ a n d  Inventions. Porcelain and Glass. 
Manufactures of Wool. Sculptutc and Brunzcs. Ommental Fum~tuw. 

With several Illustrations on Wood. Edited by C. R. G o o ~ ~ r c n ,  Esq.:' assisted 
by some of the ablest Literary and Scientific Hen of the United States. 1 vol. 4to. 
cloth, 258. 

'WORLD O F  SCIENCE. ART. AND INDUSTRY, illustrated - -  -- - -  
from Examples~n  the ' ~ e w  York ~xhibi t ion,  1353-54. Edited by Professor B. 
SILLIBIAK and C. R. GOODKICH, aided by several Scientific and Literary .Men. With 
Five Hundred Illustrations. Imperial 4to.. cloth. 25s. 11.1Lf-morocco. 30s. 

SYSTEM OF MINERALOGY, comprisingtthe most recent Disco- 
veries; including full Descriptions of 'Species, and their Localities, Chemical 
Analysis, &c. By JAMES D. DANA, A.M. New Edition, thoroughly revised. 
Illustrated by numerous eugravings. Svo., cloth. 2 vols. 24s. 

OUTLINE O F  THE GEOLOGY O F  T H E  GLOBE; with Two 
Geological SInps, and Sketches of Characteristic Fossils. By EDWARD HITCHCOCK, 
D.D., Author of the "Religion of Geology." One rol. avo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

T H E  BOOK OF THE FARM. Farm Implements and the Prin- 
ciples of their Construction and Use; an Elementary and Familiar Treatise on 
Mechanics and on Natural Philosophy generally, as applied to the ordinary Practices 
of ~griculiure. By JOHN J. THOMAS. With 200 Illustration~. 12mo.. cloth. 6s. 6d. 

We should like to see this work tinted, bound, and hung up ia cverpworkslnop, tool-room, and 
fanner's book-shdf in the country. It giws the rm- and explains the action of mcchaniiil powers, 

the f0rcm of nature generally, wi th  illustrations M* directly drawn-from the farmer's daily r n t i m ,  
that it ei ieaa d i w t  mean)";; and valw to every point, mrelyfound in tuxt-books."-Coirnino's Xur<ii 
Essayf. 

English and American Booksellers a n d  Publishers. 



14 EDUCATIOXAL. 

THE PRACTICAL SURVEYOR'S GUIDE : c o n t a i i i i n a  the neces- 
sary Information to make any person of common capacity n finished Land Surveyor, 
without the aid of a Teacher. By ANDREW DUKCA;., Land Survcyor and Civil 
Engineer. Fcp. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

THE COTTON MANUFACTURERS, MANAGERS, AND 
SPINNERS' NEW POCKET GUIDE : containing Examples of the various Calc4 
lations connected with the Machinery of a Cotton Mill, tlirongli all its vfiriolis 
operations from the Raw Material to the Loom; together with llnles whereby 10 
find thc Speed of any Sbal't, Drnm, Spindle, or Roller connected with Machincry. 
By JOHN Moss. Third Edition. Fcap. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

R. ANDREWS' LATIN-ENGLISH LEXICON. New a n i l  
corrected Edition, con~plete, 1 vol.royal 8vo., pp. 1670, cloth extra, rcdedges, 18s. 
*** The superiority of this justly-famed Lexicon is retained over all others by the 

fulness of its quotations,-the including in the vocabulary proper itiiincs,-the 
distinguishing whether the derivative is classical or otherwise,-the csactt~ess of 
the references to the original iiuthors,-and in the price. 

"Everr page bears the impress of industry and care."-.4thena'u'm 
" We hnve no liciilation in saying it is tin; best Dictionary of the Latin languagetlint hasnppearcd." 

~ L i l e r a r v  Gazelle. 
"The best L:ttin Dictionary, wliether for the aeholnr or ndvnncd student."-Spectutor. 
'\Vc never saw ~ u c h  a book published at such a price."-Emminw. 

ENGLISH GKAMMAI!, I N  ITS ELEMENTS AND FOTtMS, 
with a History of its Origin and Development. By W. C. FOWLER. New Edition. 
much enlarged. Svo., clutb, 12s. 

THE ART OF ELOCUTION.-Logical and Musical Declamation : 
to which is added a Systcn~ of Gesture- with an Appendix of elegant Kxtracts in 
]*rose and Verse, forming a valuable ~ a n u a l  for Persons learning the Art of Public 
Spcakiiif, and a choice "Speaker" for theuse of Schools. By GEORGE VASDENHOFF, 
of the Theatres Royal Covent Gnrden and Haymarket. 12mo., cloth, 5s. 

'Cleverly slatmi ~ n < 1  abundantly exemplified."-Alkma-um. 
'Â Clearly writun."-Ext~wti~m. 
"Clever, simple. and intelligible, anil the extracts are admirable,-fur batter selected tbftn the 

o n  run of finch things."-Guardian. 

HOUSEHOLD CHEMISTRY ; OR, THE RUDIMENTS OF SCIENCE 
APPLIED TO EVEI~Y-DAY LIFE. Vide page 13. 

GEOGRAPHY FOE MY CHILDREX By HARRIET BEECHES 
I 

STOWE, Author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin." Vide page 9. 

FIRST BOOK IN COMPOSITIOS, for the use of Schools, on an 
entirely new plan. By F. BROOKFIELD. Square, cloth, 2s. Gd. 

~ ' Q u l f i l ~  nil its pretension- ; I t  is the tmt guide to composition we ever saw. The subjerls nrii ad- 
i rab lc ,  and judioioualy progrcs9ive."-Eng. Jour. of Edw, 

LETTERS TO THE PEOPLE ON HEALTH AND HAPPINESS. 
By CATHERINE E. BEECHER, sister of Mrs. Beecher Stowe. 12n10., cloth, numerously 
Illustrated, 3s. 6d. 
'Contains many valuable hints."-Leader. 

PHYSIOLOGY AND CALISTHENICS. For Schools anrl Families. 
By the same Author. With numerousIllustrations. Fcap. 8vo.. cloth. 3s. 6d. 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Ludgate Hill, 
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HRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL; or, the TWELVE ASPECTS 
of CIlRlST. By the Eev. GEOEGE FISK, LL.B., Prebendary of Liclilield, and 
Vicar of Malvern. A Series of Medit.itions. preparatory to the Monthly Com- 
muition ; with Original Hymns, hledita-tions, and Prayers. IZmo., cluth, 4s. 6d. 

' c  Written with a. lo-iral precision that must remind most of the great work of Chillin&'won.h, ex- 
pressed in lan'map orsimple and ardent piety that emulates the style uf William llomiime. For 
s e l v e s  wexeclnre we never saw a better book or one more l ikdy to ho useful, in 80 small u com- 
pass. ~ e a d e r ,  hpsidce fituling it  a pleasant companion for time, you may rejoice to have studied it 
when time @hall he no more."-Standard. 

THE RICH KIXSMAX; or, the HISTORY OF RUTH THE 
MOABITIiSS. By the Rev. STEPHEN TXKG, D.D., Rector of St. George's Church, - Sew York. With a Preface by a Clergyman of the Churchof England. Post svo., 
cloth, 5s. 

A COMPLETE ANALYSIS OF THE HOLY BIBLE ; containiiig 
the whole of the Old and New Testaments, collected and arranged systematically, 
in Thirty Hooks (based on the work of the learned Talhot), together with an Intro- 
duction setti1ii.r forth the character of the work, and the immense facility this 
method afiords for understanding the Word of God : also three different. Tables of 
Contents prefixed, and a general Index subjoined, so elaborated and arranged, in 
alphabetical order,as to direct at once to any subject required. By Rev. NATHAKIEL 
WEST, D.D. Fifth Edition, imp. Svo., cloth 3Us.; calf, 37s. 

HOLY BIBLE-FOR STUDENTS. Containing the Old Testa- 
ment, translated out of the original Hebrew, and with the former translations dili- 
gently compared and revised; and the Greek Xew Testament printed from the 
test, with the vzriuus readings of Knapp, together with the commonly-received 
English translation, designed for the use of students, with Ruled Paper, arranged 
to allow of most numerous Notes. Svo., half-russia, 35s.: 4to.. hall-russia, 42s. 

'HISTORICAL TEXT BOOK AND ATLAS OF BIBLICAL 
GEOGRAPHY. By LYXAN COLEHAK. With Colonred Maps, royal Svo., cloth, 6s 

MOTIVES FOR MISSIONS: a Series of Six Lectures delivered 
to Young Men. By the Revs. H. M. VILLIERS E. GASBETT, R. BICKERSTETH, T. 
NOLAN, S. GARBAIT, and J. MACGEEGOB, E&. With a Preface by the Pm. T. 
NOLAN. I n  1 vol. IZmo., cloth, 3s. 

%* Also, the Lectures as BC anate Traits, adapted for distribution for the encouragement of 
Christian Missions at Home and /hrmd. 

DOUBLE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH. By the Rev. WM. 
IKGBAHAM Kip, D.D., Author of "The Christmas Holidays a t  Rome." Fcap. Svo. 
cloth, 6s. 

PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN LOOKING FOE THE CHURCH. 
I Post Svo., cloth, 68. 6d. 

THE CONFLICT OF  AGES; OR, THE GREAT DEBATE ON THE 
MORAL RELATIONS OF GOD AND MAN. By EDWARD BEECBER, D.D. Post Svo. 
cloth, Is..6d. 

THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PETER; considered in a Series 
of Practical Discourses. By the Rev. Dr. LEE, Bishop of Delaware. Fcap., 

1 cloth, 5s. 

SERMONS FOR BOYS; OR, THE CHURCH IN THE SCHOOL-ROOM. 
By the Rev. LEOPOW J. BERNAT?, M.A. Fcap. Svo., 5s. 
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SERMONS FOR ALL SEASONS. With Especial Inference to 

Tractarian Error. By the Rev. CHARLES B. TATLEE, Rcctor of Otley, Suffolk. 
Fcap., cloth, 5s. 

SERMOKS FOR FAMILY READING. By the Rev. WILLIAM 
SHORT, M.A., Rector of St. Grorge the Nartyr, Queen's Square. Prebendary of 
Salisbury, and Chaplain to the Duke of Buccleuch. avo., cloth, 10s. Gd. 

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR A FORTNIGHT. With Forms for 
Particular Rays, and Selections from Scripture for Daily Reading. By  LADY. 
avo., cloth, 35. 

THE BIBLE IN ENGLAND. By the Rev. CHARLES D. BELL, 
Incumbent of St. John's, Hampstead. 6d. 

Ifecent Works by the same Author. 

THE MINER'S SONS; or, Martin Luther and Henry Alartyn. 18. 

FAITH IN EARNEST. Second Series. No. 1.lllustratedin Jacob'sdeathbed. 3d. 
FAITH IN EARNEST. Firsi Series. 1. Abel's Sacrifice. 2. Enoch's Transla- 

tion. 3. Noah's Building of the Ark. 4. Abraham's Pilgrim Life. 5. Abraham's 
Offering up Isaac. Id. each ; or togetlier, in cloth, Is. 6d. 

BLANCHE NEVILLE: a Record of lbrr ied Life. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 6s. 

ESSAYS AND MISCELLANIES. By Dr. BARNES, Author of 
"Scripture Commentaries." 2 vols. post avo., cloth, 9s. 

THE CONFESSION OF THE NAME OF CHIHST IN THE 
SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES. By the Rev. J. H. MERLE 
B'Annittx~. Author of the "Historv of the Reformation." Tranalnted from the 
French. Fcap. avo., Is. 6d., cloth. " 

MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF MADAME DE LA 
MOTHE GUYON, HER LIFE ASD EXPERIENCE; together with some 
Account of the Personal History and Religious Opinions of Fanelon. By THOMAS 
F. UPHAM. An entirely new Edition, revised and corrected, by a Clergyman of 
the Church of England. With a Portrait of Madame Guyon, engraved especially 
for this Edition by R. J. Lane, Esq., A.E.A. One vol. crown avo., cloth, Is. (id. 

W O R K S  BY P R O F E S S O R  T. C. U P H A M .  
New Editions lately Published. 

LIFE OF FAITH : embracins some of the Scriptural Principles or 
Doctrines of Faith, the Power or Effect of Faith in the Hegulation of Man's Inward 
Nature, and the Relation of Faith to the Divine Guidance. 12mo., cloth, 5s. 6d. 

INTERIOR LIFE. Principles of the interior or Hidden Life. 
Designed particularly for the Consideration of those who are seeking Assurance of 
Faith and perfect Love. 12mo., cloth, 6s. 6d. 

AS ABRIDGMENT of the above WORK, designed as a Text- 
book in Colleges. lzmo., sheep, Is. 

UPHAM'S MENTAL PHILOSOPHY. Elements of Mental Phi- 
losopliy ; embracing the two Departments of thelntellect and Sensibilities. 2 vols. 
12mo., sheep, 14s. 

PHILOSOPHICAL AND PLVCTICAL TREATISE ON THE 
WILL. Forming the 3rd volume of the 5lental Philosophy. lzn~o., sheep, 7s. 

CATHARINE ADORNA. Life of lfadan~e Cathariue Adorun : 
including some leading Facts and Traits in her Religions Experience. Together 
with Explanations and Ke~narlcs tending to illustrate the Doctrine of Holiness. 
12mo., cloth. 

Sampson Low, Son, & Co., 47, Luigate Hill. 
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