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Introduction




The Easy Study Bible translation, is
the result of my twenty-six years in the Gospel Ministry, and from
being a high school English teacher before that.

Many times over my early years as a pastor,
I would grow frustrated in my efforts to teach the Bible for
understanding to church members who didn't understand the basics of
Hebrew and Greek. True, some passages jump out at anyone reading
them, no matter which translation they use. My goal has always been
that all who read the Bible would not only understand it the way
God intended for them to, but also to be able to apply each truth
to their lives. That, I think, takes greater understanding.

When I began teaching a Pastor's Sunday
School Class in the early 1990s, I searched for a way to help my
class understand better. I felt this was important since the class
started out as a "New Members Class." Too many new Christians
become frustrated at their first attempts to study the Bible.

Well, the answer came to me from my English
teacher background. Do you remember when you had to diagram
sentences in your English classes? Please don't run away screaming
yet! I know. They were usually painful experiences. I felt the same
way when I was a student.

If you can get past the painful memories,
please think about the finished product. Once you diagramed a long
complicated sentence, it became much more clear to you. You could
understand what was modifying what, and what the action was and
what or who was causing it. In other words, it made the sentence
much more understandable.

That is what I began to do with the Bible
passages we studied in that class. I took the principles of the
sentence diagram and adjusted it to fit verses of the Bible.
Immediately, the whole class began to gain a better understanding
of each passage we studied.

Over the years since then, I have used this
method constantly, not only in small group studies, but also in
church Bible studies with great success.

One benefit that I didn't expect is that
this method helps tremendously in sermon preparation. When I begin
to prepare a sermon, I take the focal passage and diagram it. This
allows me to see how the verses naturally (the way I think God
intended) fall into separate thoughts. Many times, this process
will give me all the points of the outline without trying to make
the passage say what it does not say.

 


Now, let's look at this project. Do we need
another translation of the Bible? In a word, "No!"

I have long admired the Wycliffe Bible
Translators whose goal is to translate the Bible into every
language of the world so all will have the opportunity to read
God's message to them. I've also admired the Gideons International
whose goal is to place a Bible in every hand in the world.

My goal is a combination of the goals of the
Wycliffe Bible Translators and the Gideons International. I want to
take God's word and make it easier for everyone to read and
understand.

Now, here is why we need a new translation
of the Bible. Simply put, the major Bible publishers do not seem to
be interested in a Bible version which is diagramed. Therefore, to
avoid infringing on any existing copyrights, I had to start with my
own translation.

You will find The Easy Study Bible
translation to be as close to literal as possible while still
preserving proper English grammatical structure. This is important
to me. I find that many of the modern translations, especially ones
that are more literal, are clumsy at best and grammatically
inaccurate at worst.

 


James Free!

 


In order to give everyone an opportunity to
sample the Easy Study Bible before purchasing it, the book
of James will be available in E-Book version free. It will be
available on my webpage, and other online distributors.

The book of James will soon be included in a
new release, which will also contain 1 Peter and 2 Peter.

 


I want to hear from you as you use the
Easy Study Bible translation. If you have suggestions,
corrections, or any comments, please email me at trennis@trenniskillian.com.

 


 


 


How to Use the
Easy Study Bible

 


You may read the Easy Study Bible it
the same way you would any other Bible. Each of the releases will
have a paragraph version in the back of the book.

The Easy Study Bible is most
effective when used as a study tool. This is where the structure of
the diagram allows for better understanding of each passage that
you study.

 


I will use James 4:7-8 to illustrate how to
do several of the actions that were mentioned in the
introduction.

 


7 Therefore,

submit to God.

Resist the devil,

and he will flee from you.

8 Draw near to God

and He will draw near to you.

Cleanse your hands,

sinners,

and purify your hearts

you double-minded.

 


First, if I were writing a sermon on this
passage, I can immediately see the perfect three-point sermon in
it.

I. Submit to God

II. Resist the Devil

III. Draw Near to God

 


Notice how easy that was. Next I would flesh
out point II. a little.

II. Resist the Devil

He will flee from you

 


Next, point III.

III. Draw Near to God

He will draw near to you

How do we do this?

Cleanse our hands

Purify our hearts

 


You can easily see how to continue from
there.

 


Second, for someone who wants to get to the
full meaning of the passage, they can easily answer the following
questions from the diagram:

 


1. What is the subject of this passage?

Submission to God

2. How do we do this?

Resist the Devil

Draw near to God

3. What will be the result of this
action?

The devil will flee from you.

God will draw near to you.

 


Do you get the idea? It's easy and fun to
study the Bible, especially when you understand it better each time
you do.

Try it out, and if you discover new and
different ways to use the Easy Study Bible, please let me
know so I can share them with others.

My webpage will have a whole section devoted
to the Easy Study Bible, and one page will be dedicated to
reader feedback. There will also be a page of "Hints &
Tips."

 


www.trenniskillian.com

 


 


 


Outline of James




 


I. Test of Faith (1:1-18)

A. The Purpose of Trials (1:1-12

B. The Source of Temptation (1:13-18)

 


II. Faith Conquers (1:19—5:6)

A. Hearing and Doing the Word (1:19-27)

B. Sin of Favoritism (2:1-13)

C. Faith versus Works (2:14-26)

D. Controlling the Tongue (3:1-12)

E. Wisdom from Above (3:13-18)

F. Pride versus Humility (4:1-12)

G. Our Will versus God's Will (4:13-17)

H. Warning to the Rich (5:1-6)

 


III. Triumph of Faith (5:7-20)

A. Waiting for the Lord (5:7-11)

B. Speaking Truthfully (5:12)

C. Effective Prayer (5:13-20)

D. Confronting the Erring Brother
(5:19-20)

 


 


 


The Easy Study Bible

In Diagram Form

James




 



Chapter One

 


The Purpose of Trials

1 James,

a bondservant of God

and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

to the twelve tribes in the dispersion.

Greetings

2 Consider it all joy my
brothers

when you encounter various trials,

3 knowing that the testing of
your faith

produces endurance.

4 But, let endurance have its
perfect work

so that you may be perfect and complete,

lacking in nothing.

5 But, if any of you lacks
wisdom,

let him ask God

who gives to all

generously, and without reproach,

and it shall be given to him.

6 But let him ask in faith

without doubting.

For the one who doubts

is like a wave of the sea

being driven and tossed by the wind.

7 Do not let that man think

that he will receive anything from the
Lord.

8 a double minded man,

unstable in all his ways.

 


9 But let the brother of humble
circumstance

boast in his high position,

10 and the rich man

in his humiliation,

because he will pass away like flowering
grass.

11 For the sun rises with
scorching heat

and dries up the grass,

and its flower falls,

and the beauty of its appearance

is destroyed:

thus also

the rich man

in the his pursuits will wither.

12 Blessed is a man

who endures trials

because

having been proved

he will receive the crown of life,

which the Lord promised to those

who love Him.

 


The Source of Temptation

13 Let no one being tempted

say,

"I am being tempted by God."

For God is not tempted by evils

and He tempts no one.

14 But each one is

being tempted,

drawn away

and deceived

by his own desire.

15 Then when desire is
conceived

it gives birth to sin,

and when sin is completed

it brings forth death.

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved
brothers.

17 Every good act of giving

and every perfect gift

is from above,

coming down from the father of lights,

with whom

there is not variation,

nor shifting shadow.

18 He willed us,

produced by word of truth,

to be first fruits of His creatures.

 


Hearing and Doing the Word

19 You know this

my beloved brothers,

let every man be

swift to hear,

slow to speak,

slow to anger,

20 for man's anger

does not accomplish God's righteousness.

21 Therefore,

having laid aside

all filthiness and abundance of
wickedness,

in gentleness

accept the implanted word,

which is able to save your souls.

22 But become doers of the
word

and not hearers only,

deceiving yourselves.

23 Because if anyone is a hearer
of the word

and not a doer,

he is like a man looking at his natural face
in a mirror.

24 He looked at himself and went
away,

and immediately forgot

what kind of man he was.

25 But the one

who looks into the perfect law of
freedom,

and continues in this

and not having been a forgetful hearer,

but a doer of work,

this man will be blessed in what he
does.

26 If anyone considers himself
religious among you,

not restraining his tongue,

but deceiving his heart,

his religion is useless.

27 Religion,

pure and undefiled before our God and
Father

is this:

to visit orphans and widows in their
distress,

and to keep oneself unstained from the
world.

 



Chapter Two

 


Sin of Favoritism

1 My brothers,

hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ,

without partiality.

2 For if a man comes into the
synagogue

with gold rings and in splendid
clothing,

and also a poor man

comes in dirty clothing,

3 and you look upon the man
wearing splendid clothing

and say to him,

"You sit in a good seat,"

and to the poor man say

"You stand there,

or sit here under my footstool,"

4 have you not discriminated
among yourselves,

and became judges with evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my beloved brothers,

didn't God choose the poor of the world

to be rich in faith,

and heirs of the kingdom

which He promised to those who love Him?

6 But you have dishonored the poor
man.

Don't the rich oppress you,

and drag you into courts?

7 Don't they blaspheme the
precious name

you have been called?

8 If however,

you are fulfilling the royal law

according to the Scripture,

"You shall love your neighbor as
yourself,"

you are doing well.

9 But if you show partiality,

you are committing sin,

and are convicted by the law

as transgressors.

10 For whoever shall keep the
whole law,

yet stumbles in one point,

he has become guilty of all.

11 For He who said,

"Do not commit adultery,"

also said,

"Do not commit murder"

If you do not commit adultery,

but commit murder,

you have become a lawbreaker.

12 So, speak and act

as those about to be judged

by the law of freedom.

13 For judgment is without
mercy

to the one not showing mercy.

Mercy triumphs over judgment.

 


Faith versus Works

14 What good is it, my
brothers,

if someone says he has faith,

but has not works?

Is his faith able to save him?

15 If a brother or sister

is without clothes

and lacking daily food,

16 and one of you says to
them,

"Go in peace,

be warmed,

and be filled."

but don't give to them

the necessary things for their body,

what good is it?

17 So also faith,

if it has no works, is dead

by itself.

18 But someone will say,

"You have faith,

and I have works.

Show me your faith

without works,

and I will show you my faith

from my works.

19 You believe that God is
one.

You do well.

Even the demons believe, and shudder.

20 Foolish man,

are you willing to learn,

that faith without works

is useless?

21 Was not Abraham, our
father,

justified by works,

having offered Isaac his son on the
altar?

22 You see that faith was working
with his works,

and by works, faith was perfected.

23 And the scripture was
fulfilled

which says,

"Abraham believed God

and it was reckoned to him for
righteousness,

and he was called the friend of God."

24 You see that a man is justified
by works,

and not by faith

alone.

25 In the same way

was not Rahab, the harlot,

also justified by works,

when she received the messengers,

and sent them out by another way?

26 For just as the body without
the spirit is dead,

so also

faith without works is dead.

 


 



Chapter Three

 


Controlling the Tongue

1 Not many should become
teachers,

my brothers,

knowing that we will receive a greater
judgment.

2 For we all stumble in many
ways.

If anyone does not stumble in what he
does,

he is a perfect man,

able to also bridle the whole body.

3 If we put bits in the mouths of
horses

for them to obey us,

we turn the whole body.

4 Consider ships also,

though they are so great

and driven by violent winds,

are turned about by a very small rudder,

wherever the pilot wishes.

5 So, also, the tongue

is a small part of the body,

and boasts great things.

See how great a forest is set aflame

by a small fire.

6 The tongue is a fire,

the world of injustice.

Thus, the tongue is set in our bodies,

defiling the whole body,

and sets the course of life on fire

and is set on fire by hell.

7 For every species of animal

and birds,

reptiles

and things of the sea,

is tamed

and has been tamed

by the human race.

8 But no one is able to tame the
tongue,

an unstable evil,

full of deadly poison.

9 With it, we bless the Lord and
Father,

and with it, we curse men

who are made according to the likeness of
God.

10 Out of the same mouth comes
blessing and cursing.

My brothers,

these things ought not to be this way.

11 Does a spring pour forth sweet
and bitter

from the same opening?

12 Is a fig tree able to produce
olives,

my brothers,

or a vine produce figs?

Thus,

no salt spring produces sweet water.

 


Wisdom from Above

13 Who is wise and understanding
among you?

Let him demonstrate his good conduct

in his works of gentleness of wisdom.

14 But if you have bitter jealousy
and ambition

in your heart,

do not boast and lie against the truth.

15 This wisdom does not come down
from above,

but is earthly, natural, demonic.

16 For where jealousy and ambition
exist,

there is confusion and every evil thing.

17 But the wisdom from above

is first pure,

then peaceful,

gentle,

yielding,

full of mercy

and good fruits,

impartial

and sincere.

18 The fruit of righteousness

is being sown for making peace.

 


 



Chapter Four

 


Pride versus Humility

1 Where do wars and fighting come
from among you?

Do they come from your pleasures

that war in your members?

2 You desire

and do not have.

You kill and covet,

and are not able to obtain.

You fight and war

yet you have not

because you do not ask.

3 You ask and do not receive,

because you ask improperly,

that you may spend it on your pleasures.

4 Adulteresses,

do you not know

that friendship with the world

is hostility toward God?

Therefore, whoever wants to be a friend of
the world

makes himself an enemy of God.

5 Or do you think

that the scripture speaks to no purpose:

"The Spirit He caused to dwell in us

yearns jealously?"

6 But He gives greater grace.

Therefore,

He says

"God opposes the proud,

but gives grace to the humble."

7 Therefore,

submit to God.

Resist the devil,

and he will flee from you.

8 Draw near to God

and He will draw near to you.

Cleanse your hands,

sinners,

and purify your hearts

you double-minded.

9 Be miserable and mourn, and
weep.

Let your laughter be turned into
mourning,

and your joy to gloom.

10 Humble yourselves

in the presence of the Lord,

and He will exalt you.

11 Do not speak against one
another,

brothers.

He who speaks against a brother

or judges his brother,

speaks against the law,

and judges the law.

But if you judge the law,

you are not a doer of the law,

but a judge.

12 There is one Lawgiver and
Judge

who is able to save and destroy.

But who are you to judge your neighbor?

 


Our Will versus God's Will

13 Come now,

you who say,

"Today or tomorrow

we will go into a certain city,

and we will spend a year there

and do business

and make a profit."

14 You do not know

what your life will be tomorrow.

You are a vapor

that appears for a little while

and then disappears.

15 Instead,

you should say,

"If the Lord wills,

we will live,

and also do this or that.

16 But as it is

you boast in your arrogance.

All such boasting is evil.

17 Therefore,

to one who knows to do good,

and does not do it,

to him it is sin.

 


 



Chapter Five

 


Warning to the Rich

1 Come now,

you rich,

weep, and howl

over the miseries coming upon you.

2 Your riches have rotted

and your garments have become moth
eaten.

3 Your gold and silver have
rusted,

and their rust

will be a testimony against you

and will eat your flesh like fire.

In the last days,

you have accumulated treasure.

4 Behold,

the pay of the workers

who harvested your fields,

which has been withheld

by you,

cries out,

and the outcry of the harvesters

has reached the ears

of the Lord of Saboath.

5 You have lived luxuriously on
the earth,

and have indulged yourselves.

You have fattened your hearts

in a day of slaughter.

6 You condemned and killed the
righteous man.

He does not resist you.

 


Waiting for the Lord

7 Therefore,

be patient

brothers,

until the coming of the Lord.

The farmer waits for the precious fruit of
the earth,

being patient

until it receives the early and late
rains.

8 You also

be patient.

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of
the Lord

is near.

9 Do not complain against one
another,

brothers,

so that you will not be judged.

Behold,

the Judge stands at the door.

10 My brothers,

take the prophets,

who spoke in the name of the Lord,

as an example of suffering and patience.

11 We count as blessed

those who have endured.

You have heard

of the endurance of Job

and you saw the outcome from the Lord,

that the Lord is full of compassion and
merciful.

 


Speaking Truthfully

12 But above all things

my brothers,

do not swear,

neither by heaven,

nor the earth,

nor any other oath.

But let your "yes" be "yes,"

and your "no" be "no,"

so that you may not fall under judgment.

 


Effective Prayer

13 Is anyone among you
suffering?

Let him pray.

Is anyone cheerful?

Let him praise.

14 Is anyone among you sick?

Let him call to the elders of the church

and let them pray over him,

anointing him with oil

in the name of the Lord.

15 The prayer of faith

will save the one who is sick,

and the Lord will raise him up

And if he has committed sins,

they will be forgiven him.

16 Therefore,

confess your sins to one another

and pray for one another

so that you may be healed.

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous
man

accomplishes much.

17 Elijah was a man

with a nature like ours.

He prayed that it not would not rain,

and it did not rain upon the earth

for three years and six months.

18 Then he prayed again,

and the sky gave rain

and the land sprouted its fruit.

 


Confronting the Erring Brother

19 My brothers,

if anyone among you

strays from the truth,

and anyone brings him back,

20 let him know

that having brought back a sinner

from the error of his way

will save a soul from death

and will cover a multitude of sins.
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The Easy Study Bible

In Paragraph Form

James




 



Chapter One

 


The Purpose of Trials

1 James, a bondservant of God and
of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the dispersion.
Greetings.

2 Consider it all joy my brothers
when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the
testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 But, let
endurance have its perfect work, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.

5 But, if any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask God who gives to all generously, and without
reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask
in faith without doubting. For the one who doubts is like a wave of
the sea being driven and tossed by the wind. 7 Do not
let that man think that he will receive anything from the Lord,
8 a double minded man, unstable in all his ways.

9 But let the brother of humble
circumstances boast in his high position, 10 and the
rich man in his humiliation, because he will pass away like
flowering grass. 11 For the sun rises with scorching
heat, and dries up the grass, and its flower falls, and the beauty
of its appearance is destroyed: thus also the rich man in his
pursuits will wither.

12 Blessed is a man who endures
trials, because having been proved, he will receive the crown of
life, which the Lord promised to those who love Him.

 


The Source of Temptation

13 Let no one being tempted say,
"I am being tempted by God." For God is not tempted by evils and He
tempts no one. 14 But each one is being tempted, drawn
away, and deceived by his own desire. 15 Then when
desire is conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is
completed it brings forth death.

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved
brothers. 17 Every good act of giving and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the father of lights, with
whom there is not variation, nor shifting shadow. 18 He
willed us, produced by word of truth, to be first fruits of His
creatures.

 


Hearing and Doing the Word

19 You know this my beloved
brothers, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
anger, 20 for man's anger does not accomplish God's
righteousness. 21 Therefore, having laid aside all
filthiness and abundance of wickedness, in gentleness, accept the
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But become doers of the word
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 Because
if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
looking at his natural face in a mirror. 24 He looked at
himself and went away, and immediately forgetting what kind of man
he was. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law of
freedom, and continues in this and not having been a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of work, this man will be blessed in what he
does.

26 If anyone considers himself
religious among you, not restraining his tongue, but deceiving his
heart, his religion is useless.

27 Religion, pure and undefiled
before our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

 


 



Chapter Two

 


Sin of Favoritism

1 My brothers, hold your faith in
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, without partiality. 2
For if a man comes into the synagogue with gold rings and in
splendid clothing, and also a poor man comes in dirty clothing,
3 and you look upon the man wearing splendid clothing
and say to him, "You sit in a good seat," and to the poor man say
"You stand there, or sit here under my footstool," 4
have you not discriminated among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my beloved brothers,
didn't God choose the poor of the world to be rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Don't the rich
oppress you, and drag you into courts? 7 Don't they
blaspheme the precious name you have been called?

8 If however, you are fulfilling
the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 9 But if you
show partiality, you are committing sin, and are convicted by the
law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole
law, yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.
11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said,
"Do not commit murder." If you do not commit adultery, but do
commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

12 So, speak and act as those
about to be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For
judgment is without mercy to the one not showing mercy. Mercy
triumphs over judgment.

 


Faith versus Works

14 What good is it, my brothers,
if someone says he has faith, but has no works? Is his faith able
to save him?

15 If a brother or sister is
without clothes and lacking daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed, and be filled." but
don't give to them the necessary things for their body, what good
is it? 17 So also, faith, if it has no works, is dead by
itself.

18 But someone will say, "You
have faith, and I have works. Show me your faith without works, and
I will show you my faith from my works. 19 You believe
that God is one. You do well. Even the demons believe, and
shudder.

20 Foolish man, are you willing
to learn that faith without works is useless? 21 Was not
Abraham, our father, justified by works, when he offered Isaac, his
son, on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working
with his works, and by works, faith was perfected. 23
And the scripture was fulfilled which says, " Abraham believed God
and it was reckoned to him for righteousness, and he was called the
friend of God." 24 You see that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way was
not Rahab, the harlot, also justified by works, when she received
the messengers, and sent them out by another way? 26 For
just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without
works is dead.

 


 



Chapter Three

 


Controlling the Tongue

1 Not many should become
teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive a greater
judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone
does not stumble in what he does, he is a perfect man, able to also
bridle the whole body.

3 If we put bits in the mouths of
horses for them to obey us, we turn the whole body. 4
Consider ships also, though they are so great and driven by violent
winds, are turned about by a very small rudder, wherever the pilot
wishes. 5 So, also, the tongue is a small part of the
body, and boasts great things. See how great a forest is set aflame
by a small fire. 6 The tongue is a fire, the world of
injustice. Thus, the tongue is set in our bodies, defiling the
whole body, and sets the course of life on fire, and is set on fire
by hell.

7 For every species of animal and
birds, reptiles and things of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed
by the human race. 8 But no one is able to tame the
tongue, an unstable evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With
it, we bless our Lord and Father, and with it, we curse men who are
made according to the likeness of God. 10 Out of the
same mouth comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things
ought not to be this way. 11 Does a spring pour forth
sweet and bitter from the same opening? 12 Is a fig tree
able to produce olives, my brothers, or a vine produce figs? Thus,
no salt spring produces sweet water.

 


Wisdom from Above

13 Who is wise and understanding
among you? Let him demonstrate his good conduct in his works of
gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in your heart, do not boast and lie against
the truth. 15 This wisdom does not come down from above,
but is earthly, natural, demonic. 16 For where jealousy
and selfish ambition exist, there is confusion and every evil
thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits,
impartial and sincere. 18 The fruit of righteousness is
being sown for those who make peace.

 


 



Chapter Four

 


Pride versus Humility

1 Where do wars and fighting come
from among you? Do they come from your pleasures that war in your
members? 2 You desire and do not have. You kill and
covet, and are not able to obtain. You fight and war yet you do not
have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not
receive, because you ask improperly, that you may spend it on your
pleasures.

4 Adulteresses, do you not know
that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore,
whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of
God. 5 Or do you think that the scripture speaks to no
purpose: "The Spirit He caused to dwell in us yearns
jealously?"

6 But He gives greater grace.
Therefore, He says "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the
humble."

7 Therefore, submit to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near
to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, sinners,
and purify your hearts you double-minded. 9 Be
miserable, mourn, and weep. Let your laughter be turned into
mourning, and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in
the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

11 Do not speak against one
another, brothers. He who speaks against a brother or judges his
brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge.
12 There is one Lawgiver and Judge who is able to save
and destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?

 


Our Will versus God's Will

13 Come now, you who say, "Today
or tomorrow we will go into a certain city, and we will spend a
year there and do business and make a profit." 14 You do
not know what your life will be tomorrow. You are a vapor that
appears for a little while and then vanishes.

15 Instead, you should say, "If
the Lord wills, we will live, and also do this or that.
16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such
boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to one who knows to do
good, and does not do it, to him it is sin.

 


 



Chapter Five

 


Warning to the Rich

1 Come now, you rich, weep, and
howl over the miseries coming upon you. 2 Your riches
have rotted and your garments have become moth eaten. 3
Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be a
testimony against you and will eat your flesh like fire. In the
last days, you have accumulated treasure. 4 Behold, the
pay of the workers who harvested your fields, which has been
withheld by you, cries out, and the outcry of the harvesters has
reached the ears of the Lord of Saboath. 5 You have
lived luxuriously on the earth, and have indulged yourselves. You
have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You
condemned and killed the righteous man. He does not resist you.

 


Waiting for the Lord

7 Therefore, be patient brothers,
until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth, being patient until it receives the early and
late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

9 Do not complain against one
another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Behold, the
Judge stands at the door.

10 My brothers, take the
prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of
suffering and patience. 11 We count as blessed those who
have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and you saw
the outcome from the Lord, that the Lord is full of compassion and
merciful.

 


Speaking Truthfully

12 But above all things, my
brothers, do not swear, neither by heaven, nor the earth, nor any
other oath. But let your "yes" be "yes," and your "no" be "no," so
that you may not fall under judgment.

 


Effective Prayer

13 Is anyone among you suffering?
Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him praise. 14 Is
anyone among you sick? Let him call to the elders of the church and
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord. 15 The prayer of faith will save the one who is
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins,
they will be forgiven him.

16 Therefore, confess your sins
to one another and pray for one another so that you may be healed.
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man accomplishes much.
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours. He prayed
that it would not rain, and it did not rain upon the earth for
three years and six months. 18 Then he prayed again, and
the sky gave rain and the land sprouted its fruit.

 


Confronting the Erring Brother

19 My brothers, if anyone among
you strays from the truth, and someone brings him back,
20 let him know that whoever turns a sinner from the
error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins.

 


 


 


* * * * * *

 


 


Epilogue




 


Now that you have tried the book of
James in the Easy Study Bible, you will want to look
at all the other books of the Bible in the Easy Study Bible
.

If you received a blessing from this title,
please tell others so they too may receive a blessing from reading
and studying God's word in this new translation.

I am here to help you if you no matter what
your need may be. You may contact me through my web page:
www.trenniskillian.com

I am available to speak to your group on
many relationship topics. I also conduct classes on many different
topics. All of these classes are also available to take on line,
individually or as a group. Please refer to my webpage in the
section titled “Classes” to find one that would suit you or your
organization.

My web page will always list my next
speaking engagements and classes.
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